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ASTRONOMICAL  INSTRUMENTS, 


CHAPTER  I. 


THE    TELESCOPE. 


1.  The  complete  theory  of  the  telescope  considered  simply  as 
an  optical  instrument  is  too  extensive  a  subject  to  he  condensed 
into  a  chapter  of  the  present  work :  it  must  he  sought  for  in  the 
larger  works  on  optics.*  I  shall,  therefore,  confine  myself  to 
such  points  as  appear  to  he  immediately  needed  hy  the  observer 
for  the  intelligent  use  of  his  instruments.  The  following  expla- 
nations, at  once  elementaiy  and  practical,  some  of  which  are 
not  to  be  found  in  optical  works,  are   chiefly  derived  from 

BAWITBCH.f 

2.  The  mtple  astnymmical  fefe$«)p«.— The  astronomical  telescope, 
in  its  simplest  form,  consists  of  two  biconvex  lenses ;  the  larger, 


AS  (Fig.  1),  which  is  turned  towards  the  object,  is  called  the 


*  8m  HBmMHlL^t  TWoTSn  on  ^ht;  P»tto<TtL*»  P^etitehe  JHoptrik;  BtOt*B  An- 
^9momU  n^tifw^  VolBk  L  sad  11. ;  PorriB^a  0ptie9\  GoDDiiraToif*i  Optica \  3[ifcOTD*ii 
ntoHte  im  lA§kt  and  Vkion;  LmBOW*0  Anal^it^  Dioptrik;  PiAasoK^s  Practical 
AttTotumt^* 

f  Abriu  der  praetiicken  Attrwunnie,  pon  I>b%  A.  SawitscB)  aw  dem  Ruinickenuhertetgt 
vph  Itau  W.  C.  Ckmv.     Samburg,  1860. 
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objective  J  or,  more  commonly,  the  object  glass;  and  the  smaller,  ffff% 
through  which  the  observer  looks,  is  called  the  ocular,  or,  more 
commonly,  the  eye  glass  or  eye  piece.  The  two  surfaces  of  both 
these  lenses  are  segments  of  spherical  surfaces  of  different  radii. 
The  optical  axis  of  a  lens  is  the  straight  line  which  passes  through 
the  centres  of  the  two  spherical  surfaces  which  bound  the 
lens.  The  optical  axis  of  the  telescope  is  coincident  with  that 
of  the  object  glass.  When  the  telescope  is  well  constructed,  the 
optical  axis  of  the  ocular  should  always  be  paraUd  to  that  of 
the  objective,  even  when  (as  is  usual  in  th^  larger  instruments) 
the  ocular  is  movable,  this  motion  being  in  a  plane  at  right 
angles  to  the  axis  of  the  telescope.  Where  the  ocular  has  no 
motion,  its  axis  should  coincide  with  that  of  the  objective,  and, 
consequently,  with  that  of  the  telescope. 

8.  Let  us  now  suppose  that  our  telescope,  or  rather  its  optical 
axis,  is  directed  tawards  a  star  S,  Then,  on  account  of  the  great 
distance  of  the  star,  we  can  assume  that  all  the  rays  from  it  to 
various  points  of  the  object  glass,  as  SAj  SQ  SB,  are  parallel  to 
each  other.  The  ray  SC,  which  passes  along  the  optical  axis 
itself,  suffers  no  deviation  from  the  refractive  power  of  the  lens, 
since  it  enters  and  leaves  the  lens  at  right  angles  to  the  Refracting 
surfaces ;  but  all  other  rays,  as  SA  and  SB,  are  refracted  both 
when  entering  the  lens  and  when  leaving  it,  and,  when  the  lens 
is  small  in  proportion  to  the  radii  of  curvature  of  its  surfaces, 
these  rays  will  all  converge  to  a  common  point  JF  in  the  axis  of 
the  telescope.  This  common  point  in  which  a  system  of  parallel 
rays  meet  is  the  principal  focus,  usually  called  simply  the  focus, 
of  the  lens,  and  the  distance  FC  from  the  centre  C  of  the  lens 
is  called  WiQ  focal  length  of  the  lens.  If  the  radiant  point  S  is  so 
near  to  the  telescope  that  the  lines  SA,  SB  are  sensibly  divergent, 
the  lens  will  not  bring  them  together  at  the  principal  focus,  but 
at  a  point  more  remote ;  that  is,  the  actual  focus  will  be  farther 
from  the  lens  than  F.  If  the  radiant  point  is  at  a  distance  from 
the  lens  equal  to  the  principal  focal  distance,  the  divergent  rays 
from  this  point  will  simply  be  rendered  parallel  by  the  lens,  or 
the  actual  focus  will  be  removed  to  an  infinite  distance.  For  all 
astronomical  purposes  we  need  consider  only  the*  principal  focus, 
regarding  the  rays,  even  from  the  nearest  celestial  body,  the 
moon,  as  sensibly  parallel.  The  telescopes  used  in  surveying 
instruments  (where  the  terrestrial  objects  observed  are  at  various 
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distances  from  the  lena,  and  these  distances  all  small)  are  pro- 
vided with  a  ready  means  of  adjusting  the  position  of  the  object- 
ive, by  sliding  the  part  of  the  telescope  tube  containing  it  out 
and  in :  so  that  the  actual  focus  may  always  occupy  the  same 
absolute  position  in  the  optical  axis,  and,  consequently,  alwaj's 
be  at  the  same  distance  from  the  ocular.  The  same  result  is 
also  obtained  by  giving  the  portion  of  the  tube  containing  the 
ocular  a  sliding  motion. 

4.  All  the  parallel  rays  from  a  distant  radiant  point,  as  a  star 
S,  which  are  converged  to  the  focus  JP,  form  an  image  of  the 
star  in  that  focus.  Conversely,  if  the  radiant  point  be  placed  at 
F,  all  the  divergent  rays  SAy  SBy  &c.  will  emerge  from  the  lens 
in  parallel  lines  AS,  BSj  &c.  We  shall  hereafter  have  occasion 
to  make  several  important  applications  of  this  property  of  a  lens : 
here  we  shall  apply  it  at  once  to  show  how  a  distinct  view  of 
the  image  of  a  star  at  i^is  obtained.  The  eye  lens^gf',  being 
placed  in  the  line  CF  produced,  at  a  distance  Fe  equal  to  its  own 
principal  focal  distance,  it  follows,  from  the  property  of  a  lens 
just  stated,  that  the  divergent  rays  Fg^  Fg'  will  emerge  in 
parallel  lines  gk^  g'k%  and  will,  consequently,  enter  the  eye  of  the 
observer  in  parallel  lines,  thus  giving  a  distinct  view  of  the  star; 
for  the  eye,  in  persons  who  are  neither  far-sighted  nor  near- 
sighted, is  naturally  adapted  for  distinct  vision  when  the  rays 
entering  it  are  parallel.  Without  the  telescope  we  should  see 
only  those  rays  from  the  star  which  fall  upon  the  pupil  of  the 
eye ;  but  when  we  look  at  the  image  of  the  star  at  the  focus  of 
a  telesoope,  we  see  it  with  greater  distinctness,  because  we  then 
receive  into  the  eye  all  the  rays  which  have  entered  the  object 
glass  and  have  been  united  at  the  focus.  In  this  consists  the 
Jirst  great  advantage  in  the  use  of  the  telescope. 

5.  Let  a  very  fine  thread  be  stretched  in  the  focus  F  of  the 
telescope  at  right  angles  to  the  optical  axis.  This  thread  will 
be  visible  through  the  ocular  when  the  latter  is  so  placed  that 
its  focus  coincides  with  F:  consequently,  when  the  telescope 
is  directed  towards  a  star,  we  shall  have  distinct  vision  of 
both  the  star  and  this  thread  at  the  same  time.  If  two  threads 
are  placed  at  the  focus  at  right  angles  to  each  other,  their  inter- 
section will  determine  a  fixed  point  in  the  field  of  view,  which 
by  moving  the  telescope  may  be  brought  upon  the  object  to  be 
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obeerred.  By  bringing  tihi«  point  sueeefisively  upon  different 
celeatial  objects,  their  relative  positioiiB  can  be  measured  with 
the  greatest  precision ;  and  in  this  consists  the  se(Hmd  great  ad- 
vantage in  the  use  of  the  teleseope.  Since  the  apparent  thick- 
ness of  these  threads  is  increased  by  the  magnifying  power  of 
the  ocular  it  is  necessaty  to  use  a  very  fine  material :  the  spider  8 
web  is  that  which  is  almoet  universally  used. 

The  Une  of  sight  is  the  straight  line  drawn  from  the  thread 
through  the  optical  centre  of  the  objective ;  for  this  line  repre- 
sents the  direction  of  a  distant  point  (as  a  star),  when  the  tele- 
scope is  so  directed  that  an  image  of  the  point  is  formed  at  the 
thread.  This  line  is  also  called  the  Une  of  cotUmation ;  but  we 
shall  hereafter,  for  the  sake  of  brevity,  call  it  the  sighm^^ 

6.  The  spider  lines,  or  threads,  are  usually  stretched  across  a 
ring,  or  diaphragm,  which  is  placed  in  a  tube  which  slides  in  the 
principal  tube  of  the  telescope.  The  ocular  also  slides  without 
affecting  the  threads:  so  that  by  means  of  these  two  motions  we 
can  bring  the  threads  exactly  into  the  common  focus  of  the  ob- 
jective and  ocular.  It  is  to  be  observed  that  the  motion  of 
the  ocular  Is  necessary  merely  for  adaptation  to  the  eyes  of 
different  observers.  The  threads,  being  once  accurately  placed 
in  the  focus  of  the  objective,  must  not  be  disturbed ;  but  the 
ocular  may  be  drawn  out  or  pushed  in  by  each  observer  until 
he  obtains  a  distinct  view  of  the  threads.  To  ascertain  whether 
the  threads  are  accurately  placed  in  the  focus  of  the  objective, 
first  adjust  the  ocular  for  distinct  vision  of  the  threads,  then, 
bringing  a  thread  upon  a  very  distinct  point,  as  a  slow  moving 
star,  observe  whether  a  motion  of  the  eye  in  any  direction 
towards  the  edge  of  the  eye  lens  causes  the  star  to  leave  the  thread ; 
for,  if  the  image  of  the  star  is  exactly  on  the  thread,  it  ought  to  be 
seen  on  it  even  from  a  side  view ;  but,  if  it  is  before  or  behind 
the  thread,  it  will  be  seen  on  it  only  from  a  direct  front  view. 

T.  Ma^ifyiing  ^u>er.— Let  us  suppose  the  telescope  to  be 
directed  towards  a  rery  distant  object  DL  (Fig.  2).  From  its 
upper  extremity  D  a  multitude  of  rays  proceed  which  fietU  upon 
all  parts  of  the  objective  AB^  and  which  (in  consequence  of  the 
great  distance  of  the  object)  may  all  be  regarded  as  pai*allel  to  the 
line  DCd  which  pl&sses  through  the  middle  point  of  the  lens.  All 
these  rays  are  brought  to  a  focus  in  this  line  DCd  at  a  pointed  whose 


MAONZryJZfQ   POWER. 


IS 


distance  from  the  lens  is  cMjnal  to  the  focal  length  of  the  lens.  There 
exists  then  at  the  point  d  a  distinct  image  of  the  point  2).     In  a 

Fig.  2. 


mr 


similar  manner  an  image  of  every  point  of  the  object  is  found  at 
tlie  same  distance  behind  the  object  glass :  so  that  there  will  exist 
at  the  focua  of  the  lens  a  complete,  though  very  small,  image  of  the 
object  This  image  will  be  inverted ;  for,  while  the  image  of  the 
upper  point  D  is  formed  at  rf,  that  of  the  lowest  point  L  is  formed 
at  2,  the.^e8  of  the  systems  of  raya  from,  the  several  points  of  the 
object  crossing  at  the  middle  point  C  of  the  lens.  K  the  focus  of 
the  ocular  is  coincident  with  that  of  the  objective,  and,  con- 
sequently, also  with  the  image  rfi,  the  rays  which  diverge  from 
a  point  d  of  the  image  and  fall  upon  the  ocular  gg'  will  emerge 
from  the  latter  in  lines  parallel  to  each  other  and  to  the  line 
dck  which  is  drawn  from  d  through  the  centre  of  the  ocular ; 
and,  the  same  being  true  of  rays  from  every  point  of  the  image, 
those  from  the  extreme  point  I  emerge  in  Hnes  parallel  to  the 
line  fcn.  Hence  the  rays  from  the  two  extreme  points  d  and  I 
of  the  image  enter  the  eye  of  the  observer  at  an  angle  with  each 
other  equal  to  nek  or  ted;  and  this  angle  is  the  apparent  angidar 
magniiude  of  the  imago  to  the  eye.  But  without  the  telescope 
the-apparent  angular  magnitude  of  the  object,  the  eye  being  at 
C;  would  be  DCL  =  dCl;  which  angle  may  be  assumed  to  be 
the  same  as  that  under  which 
the  object  is  seen  from  the 
actual  position  of  the  eye  be- 
hind the  ocular,  the  length 
of  the  telescope  being  in- 
considerable in  relation  to 
the  distance  of  the  object. 
Now,  the  apparent  linear 
magnitudes  of  the  object 
and  its  image  seen  thns  under  different  angles  can  be  com- 
pared by  referring  them  to  the  same  absolute  distance.  Thus, 
rofeiring  the  image  dl  (Fig.  3)  to  the  actual  distance  of  the 
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object  jDi,  by  the  lines  JEi^Z',  -Btt'  drawn  from  the  eye  at  E,  we 
have 

dT  I DL  =  <£'Jtf :  DM  =  tan  J  rfi??  •  tan  }  DEL 

Ilence,  denoting  the  magnifying  power  by  (r,  we  have 

^  _  dT_  _    tan  \  dEl 

^  DL  '^'x^VdEL  /^^ 

whence  the  proposition,  (A),  The  magnifying  power  of  the  telescope 
is  equal  to  ilie  tangent  of  half  the  apparent  angular  magnitude  of  the 
image  seen  through  the  ocular y  diviiled  by  tfie  tangent  of  half  the  ap^ 
parent  angular  magnitude  of  the  object  seen  without  the  telescope. 

Referring  again  to  Fig.  2,  we  have  the  apparent  magnitude  of 
the  image  as  seen  through  the  ocular  =  Icdj  and  that  of  the 
object  as  seen  by  the  naked  eye  =  ZCrf,  and 

tan  i2c^:  tan  \lCd  =  —  \—7z  =  mCxmc  • 

mc   mC 

or 

^ t&nilcd mC 

~  ismilCd  "~  mc  (^) 

whence  the  proposition,  (B),  The  magnifying  power  of  the  telescope 
is  equal  to  the  quotient  of  the  focal  length  of  the  objective  divided  by  Oie 
focal  length  of  the  ocular. 

This  principle  serves  for  the  calculation  of  the  magnifying 
power  when  the  focal  lengths  of  the  glasses  are  known,  at  least 
for  tlie  simple  astronomical  telescope  here  considered.  A  mode 
of  obtaining  the  magnifying  power  of  any  telescope  by  direct 
observation  will  be  given  below. 

We  see  then  that  with  the  same  objective  we  can  have  various 
magnifying  powers  by  simply  varying  the  ocular ;  and  the  less 
the  focal  length  of  the  ocular,  the  greater  will  be  the  magni- 
fying power.  The  more  the  telescope  magnifies,  the  nearer  will 
the  object  appear  to  us,  and,  consequently,  the  more  distinctly 
will  its  several  parts  be  seen.  Herein  consists  the  third  essential 
advantage  in  the  employment  of  the  telescope. 

8.   The  field  of  view, — ^y  the  field  of  view  is  meant  the  space 

which  can  be  viewed  with  the  tele- 
scope at  one  and  the  same  time.  The 
magnitude  of  the  field  depends  upon 
the  angle  gCg'  (Fig.  4),  which  is  con- 
tained by  two  rays  from  the  centre 
of  the   objective  to  the  extremities 
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of  a  diameter  ^gr'  of  the  ocular ;  and  consequently  it  depends  upon 
the  magnitude  of  the  ocular  and  its  distance  from  the  objective. 
Most  telescopes  have  diapkraffms,  or  opaque  rings,  placed  within 
the  tube  to  cut  off  rays  from  the  extreme  edges  of  the  objective, 
as  well  as  stray  light  falling  down  the  tube.  If  the  inner  edge 
of  any  diaphragm  trenches  upon  the  lines  Qr,  Cg'^  the  magni- 
tude of  the  field  will  be  diminished,  and  will  then  depend  upon 
ihefiree  aperture  of  the  diaphragm,  or  upon  that  portion  of  the 
ocular  upon  which  rays  from  the  centre  of  the  objective  can  fall. 
As  it  is  difficult  to  construct  large  eye  pieces  which  shall  give 
as  perfect  images  near  their  edges  as  in  the  centre,  it  is  usual  to 
obtain  a  large  field  with  a  small  eye  piece  by  giving  the  latter 
a  sliding  motion  at  right  angles  to  the  axis  of  the  telescope.  In 
this  case  the  whole  available  field  depends  also  upon  the  quantity 
of  motion  possessed  by  the  eye  piece.  Usually  this  motion  can 
be  given  only  in  one  direction,  in  which  case  the  whole  available 
field  is  oblong,  its  breadth  being  limited  by  the  dimensions  of 
the  eye  piece,  and  its  length  by  the  quantity  of  motion.  Some- 
times, however,  two  motions  are  provided,  at  right  angles  to  each 
other,  and  then  the  whole  of  the  free  circular  aperture  of  the 
diaphragm  becomes  available  for  the  field. 

9.  Brightness  of  images  produced  by  the  telescope^  and  the  intensitif 
of  their  light.  The  image  which  the  telescope  gives  of  an  object 
must  possess  a  sufficient  degree  of  brightness  to  make  an  impres- 
sion upon  our  eye.  Let  us  suppose  two  telescopes,  the  object 
glasses  of  which  are  of  different  diameters,  to  have  the  same  mag- 
nifying power.  Then  the  brightness  of  the  two  images  formed 
will  be  proportional  to  the  quantity  of  light  which  falls  on  the 
surface  of  the  two  objectives  respectively;  but  these  surfaces  are 
proportional  to  the  squares  of  the  diameters  of  the  objectives, 
and  hence  the  brightness  of  the  images  is  proportional  to  the 
square  of  these  diameters.  On  the  other  hand,  let  us  suppose 
two  telescopes,  with  object  glasses  of  equal  diameters,  to  have 
different  magnifying  powers ;  then  one  and  the  same  quantity  of 
light  is  distributed  over  the  larger  and  over  the  smaller  image, 
and,  consequently,  in  this  case  the  brightness  of  the  image  is 
inversely  proportional  to  the  square  of  the  magnifying  powers. 

It  is  to  be  observed,  however,  that  not  all  the  rays  which  fall 
upon  the  object  glass  reach  the  eye,  partly  on  account  of  the 
want  of  absolute  transparency  of  the  glass,  and  still  more  on 
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aocount  of  the  refleotiou  of  a  aumber  of  rays  from  the  surfaces 

of  the  lens*     Some  Ught  list  also  lost  oceaaionally,  when  the 

breadth  of  the  eye  glass  is  not  sufficient  to  embrace  all  the  raya 

which  proceed  in  a  eone  from  the  image  of  a  radiant  point  formed 

at  the  focus,  or  when  the  pupil  of  the  eye  is  not  large  enough  to 

receive  the  whole  cylinder  which  these  rays  form  after  passing 

through  the  eye  glass,    Thua^  in  Fig,  1»  let  SAJBSh^  the  cylinder 

of  rays  from  a  very  distant  point,  falling  upon  the  free  opening 

of  the  object  glass ;  g'kfkg^  the  cylinder  of  light  which  emerges 

from  the  eye  glass ;  JPthe  common  focus  of  the  two  glasses*    On 

account  of  the  similarity  of  the  triai^gles  ABJF  and  g'^F^  we 

have 

ABxffg=  CFi  Fc 

CF 
But  the  magnifying  power  6^  is  (Art.  7)  equal  to — ;  cimsequently, 

also, 

Now,  aU  the  rays  which  fall  upon  the  object  glass  will  enter  the 
pupil  of  our  eye  only  when  g'g  is  either  equal  to  the  diameter  d 
of  the  pupil,  or  is  less  than  d.    In  the  first  case  we  shall  have 

G  =  -^- ;  in  the  second,  G  >  — r-     But  if  G^  <  -^-p  we  must 

a  a  .  a 

have  gg'^  dyor  the  diameter  of  the  cylinder  of  light  emerging 
from  the  eye  gla^ss  greater  than  the  diameter  of  the  pupil ;  in 
that  case,  therefore,  some  of  the  light  must  be  lost  to  the  eye« 

Since  every  point  of  an  olyect  seen  through  a  telescope  must 
appear  as  a  point>  whatever  may  be  the  magnifying  power  of  the 
telescope,  it  follows  that  the  vntmsiiy  of  the  illumination  of  the 
several  points  of  the  image  in  the  telescope  depends  upon  the 
quantity  of  light  which  proceeds  from  each  point  of  the  object 
and  reaches  our  eye.  We  must,  therefore^  not  confound  iniensitg 
with  the  brigbMess  which  results  from  the  impression  of  the  whole 
image  upon  the  eye.  The  intensity  of  the  light  is  independent 
of  l^e  magnifying  power,  while  the  brightness  is,,  as  we  have 
seen^  inversely  proportional  to  the  square  of  the  magnifying 
power^  According  to  these  principles,  the  following  explanation 
of  the  working  of  the  telescope,  given  by  the  distinguished 
Olb£BS^  will  be  readily  understood : 

"  Let  B  be  the  brightness,  /the  intensity  of  light  of  an  object 
seen  through  the  telescope ;  both  being  supposed  to  be,  for  the 
naked  eye^  equal  to  unity.    Let  D  be  the  diameter  of  the  object 
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glass,  d  that  of  the  pupil  of  the  eye,  G  the  magnifying  power 
of  the  telescope,  and  1 :  m  the  ratio  in  which  the  light  is  dimin* 
'ished  hy  its  passage  through  all  the  glasses  of  the  telescope ; 
then  we  have 

Now,  so  long  as  ff  <  ■-_-»  which,  however,  occurs  only  in  tele- 

Cv 

scopes  of  large  ohjective  apertures  and  low  magnifying  power, 
the  quantity  B  must  remain  constant  and  =  m;  for,  if  G  is  less 

than  —  the  diameter  of  the  cylinder  of  emergent  rays  from  the 

ocular  will  be  greater  than  can  he  received  by  the  pupil ;  the 
eye  then  receives  no  more  of  the  light  than  it  would  if  the  ob- 
jective had  the  diameter  Gd.  Hence,  the  greatest  value  of  B  is 
m,  and  can  never  be  greater  in  the  telescope. ,  Since  in  the  best 
achromatic  telescopes  m  =  0.85,  we  see  that  the  brightness  of 
an  object  is  always  greatest  with  the  naked  eye.     As  soon  as  G 

is  greater  than  f  the  brightoess  rapidly  diminishes  as  the  square 

of  G, 

"  On  the  other  hand,  J,  or  the  intensity  of  the  light,  is  constant 

as  soon  as  6?  =  or  >  -^»  provided  that  the  field  of  view  always 

includes  the  whole  of  the  magnified  object.  I  can  therefore 
become  very  great  when  D  is  great ;  and  this  is  the  reason  why 
exceedingly  faint  stars  can  be  seen  through  a  telescope  with  a 
large  objective.  The  diameter  d  of  the  pupil  (which  may  be 
assumed  to  be  about  0.2  of  an  inch)  is  not  only  different  in 
different  observers,  but  also  varies  with  the  absolute  intensity  of 
the  light  of  the  object  viewed, — e.g.  it  is  less  when  we  view  the 
moon,  greater  when  we  view  Saturn;  less  when  we  view  the 
moon  through  a  telescope  of  five  inches  aperture  than  through 
one  of  two  inches  aperture. 

"The  sky,  or  'ground  of  the  heavens,*  has  a  certain  degree 
of  brightness,  not  only  in  daytime,  in  twilight  and  moonlight, 
but  even  at  night  in  the  absence  of  the  moon.     This  brightness 

of  the  sky  also  diminishes  in  the  telescope  as  m .  -=-^>  and  therefore 

the  ratio  of  the  brightness  of  an  observed  object  to  the  bright- 
ness of  the  sky  remains  constant  for  all  magnifying  powers. 
This  is  the  reason  why  for  considerable  magnifying  powers  we 

Vol.  IL— 2 
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do  not  observe  a  correspondingly  great  decrease  of  brightness. 
But,  if  we  call  this  brightness  of  the  sky  6,  although  the  ratio 
B:b  remains  constant,  our  eye  can,  nevertheless,  no  longer  dis- 
tinguish the  difference  B  —  6  of  the  brightness  of  the  object  and 
the  sky  when  this  diflference  is  very  small.  Hence,  faint  nebul«, 
tails  of  comets,  &c.  become  invisible  under  high  magnifying 
powers.  The  intensity  of  the  light  of  the  portion  of  the  sky 
which  we  see  in  the  telescope  varies  inversely  as  (?*,  nearly.* 
This  intensity  of  the  light  of  the  field  may  be  so  great  as 
wholly  to  prevent  our  seeing  objects  of  feeble  intensity.  This 
is  the  reason  why  with  the  comet-seeker  (a  telescope  of  large 
aperture  and  small  magnifying  power)  we  cannot  see  stars,  even 
of  the  first  magnitude,  in  the  daytime,  when  we  can  see  them 
without  difficulty  with  telescopes  of  much  smaller  apertures  and 
greater  magnifying  powers.  This  also  explains  why  with  high 
magnifying  powers  we  often  discover  very  faint  stars  which  are 
wholly  invisible  in  the  same  telescope  with  lower  powers." 

The  more  perfect  the  telescope  is,  the  more  nearly  will  the 
image  of  a  star  resemble  a  bright  point;  and,  according  to  the 
above,  we  may  without  hesitation  always  employ  for  the  obser- 
vation of  fijced  stars  the  highest  magnifying  powers. 

10.  Spherical  and  Chromatic  Aberration, — A  telescope  of  the 
simple  construction  above  described  would  possess  serious  defects. 
All  the  parallel  rays  from  an  object  which  fall  upon  a  simple 
spherical  lens  cannot  be  brought  exactly  to  a  common  point  in 
any  case ;  and  not  even  approximately  unless  the  lens  is  small 
or  of  relatively  great  focal  length.  The  image  of  a  fixed  star 
will,  therefore,  not  be  a  well  defined  point,  but  rather  an  ill  defined 
spot  of  light;  and  the  images  of  all  objects  will  be  the  more  dis- 
torted the  greater  the  objective  is  in  proportion  to  the  focal 
length.  This  deviation  of  the  rays  from  a  common  point  in  the 
telescope  is  called  the  spherical  aberration. 

In  the  simple  astronomical  telescope,  still  another  difficulty 
exists:  for  white  rays  of  light,  after  they  are  refracted  by  a  simple 
lens,  are  resolved  into  the  colors  of  the  prismatic  spectrum,  or 
of  the  rainbow,  and,  consequently,  the  image  of  any  object  will 
appear  surrounded  and  disfigured  by  colored  light.     This  arises 

*  Thai  iSi  the  effect  upon  the  eye  of  t}\o  whole  of  the  light  of  that  portion  of  the 
sky  which  is  visible  under  the  magnifying  power  O  varies  nearly  as  ---^ ;  as  is  evi- 
dent, since  the  field  is  diminished  in  this  ratio. 
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from  the  different  degrees  of  refrangibility  of  the  different  colors. 
The  deviation  of  the  raj's  of  different  colors  from  a  common  focus 
is  called  the  chromatic  aberi'aiion. 

With  regard  to  the  means  by  which  the  telescope  is  rendered 
almost'  wholly  free  both  from  spherical  and  from  chromatic 
aberration,  that  is,  rendered  both  aplanatic  and  achromatic^  it 
mast  here  suffice  to  state,  in  general  terms,  that  the  result  is 
obtained  by  substituting  for  the  simple  lens  a  compound  one  of 
which  the  component  lenses  are  made  of  glass  of  different  degrees 
of  refractive  and  dispersive  powers.  There  are  generally  two 
component  lenses,  as  in  Fig.  6 ;  one  of  which,  AB,  is  a  biconvex 

Fig.  5. 


lens  of  crotcn  glass,  and  is  that  which  is  turned  tow^ards  the  object; 
the  other,  AA'BB\  is  a  meniscus  or  cortcavo-convex  lens  of  flint 
glass.  The  latter  kind  of  glass  usually  contains  at  least  33  per 
cent*  of  oxjfde  of  lead,  from  which  crown  glass  is  wholly  free]^ 
and  both  its  refractive  and  its  dispersive  powers  exceed  those  of 
crown  glass.  By  giving  the  four  spherical  surfaces  of  the  com- 
ponent lenses  suitable  curvatures,  both  the  spherical  and  the 
chromatic  aberrations  produced  by  the  crown  glass  lens  are  very 
nearly  corrected  by  the  flint  glass  lens. 

Even  in  the  best  telescopes  an  absolutely  perfect  compensation 
of  the  errors  has  not  been  reached.  Some  idea  of  the  relative 
excellence  of  the  instrument  may  readily  be  obtained  as  follows. 
The  correction  for  spherical  aberration  is  well  made  when  the 
image  of  a  star,  in  favorable  states  of  the  atmosphere,  is  a  very 
Braall,  well  defined,  round  disc.  Having  adjusted  the  eye  piece, 
by  sliding  it  out  or  in,  until  this  disc  is  reduced  to  its  least  dimen- 
sions and  most  perfectly  defined,  the  slightest  motion  of  the  eye 
piece  from  this  position,  either  out  or  in,  should  disturb  the  per- 
fection of  the  image :  a  telescope  in  which  the  character  of  the 
image  remaiqs  sensibly  the  same  during  a  considerable  motion 
of  the  eye  piece  is  imperfectly  corrected  for  the  spherical  aber- 
ration.    The  correctness  of  the  general  figure  of  the  lens  is 
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judged  i\t  by  slidin^^  the  eye  piece  in  beyond  the  perfect  focus, 
whereby  the  image  becomes  enlarged ;  but  if  the  lens  is  sym- 
metrical throughout,  the  image  will  remain  circular,  and  in  very 
perfect  telescopes  will  present  a  number  of  complete  concentric 
circular  rings  of  light ;  a  similar  result  should  follow  when  the 
eye  piece  is  drawn  out.  An  imperfect,  unsymmetrical  lens,  with 
the  eye  piece  out  of  focus,  will  give  an  image  composed  of  incom- 
plete and  distorted  rings,  or  only  a  confused  and  irregular  mass 
of  variously  colored  light.  If  the  glass  of  which  the  lens  is  com- 
posed is  not  perfectly  homogeneous  (one  portion  having  greater 
refractive  power  than  another),  the  images  of  bright  stars  of  the 
lirst  or  second  magnitudes  will  have  what  opticians  call  a  ivinff  on 
one  side,  which  no  perfection  of  figure  or  of  adjustment  can  re- 
move. But  the  defective  portion  of  the  glass  may  be  discovered 
by  covering  up  successively  different  parts  of  the  lens  by  means 
of  caps  of  variable  apertures  in  various  positions;  and  some  im- 
provement in  the  performance  of  the  lens  may  be  obtained  by 
excluding  this  defective  portion,  at  the  expense  of  light. 

The  achromatism  is  judged  of  by  pointing  the  telescope  to 
some  bright  object,  as  the  moon  or  Jupiter,  and  alternately  push- 
ing in  and  drawing  out  the  eye  piece  from  the  place  of  most  per- 
fect vision  :  in  the  former  case,  if  the  lens  is  good,  a  ring  of  purple 
will  appear  round  the  edge  of  the  image,  in  the  latter,  a  ring  of 
pale  green  (which  is  the  central  color  of  the  prismatic  spectrum) ; 
for  these  appearances  show  that  the  extreme  colors  of  the  spec- 
trum, red  and  violet,  are  corrected. 


11.  Achromatic  eye  pieces. — The  eye  pieces  now  most  commonly 
used  are  of  two  kinds:  the  Huygenian  and  the  Bamsden. 

The  Huygenian  eye  piece  consists  of  two  plano-convex  lenses 

of  crown  glass,  A  and  JB 
^*«-  ••  (Fig.  6),  the  convex  sur- 

faces of  both  being  turned 
towards  the  object.  The 
first  lens  A  receives  the 
converging  rays  &?,  S&, 
coming  from  the  object 

« 

glass,   before   they   have 
reached  th^  principal  fo- 
cus F  of  the  object  glass, 
and  brings  them  to  a  focus  F'  half-way  between  the  two  lenses 
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A  and  B.  The  focal  length  of  the  lens  B  being  made  equal  to 
J5-F',  the  image  formed  at  F'  is  distinctly  visible  to  an  eye  be- 
hind B.  Since  this  eye  piece  is  adapted  to  rays  already  converg- 
ing, instead  of  diverging  rays,  it  is  commonly  called  the  negative 
eye  piece. 

The  JRamsden  eye  piece  is  shown  in  connection  with  the  tele- 
scope in  Fig.  5.  It  also  consists  of  two  plano-convex  lenses ; 
but  the  plane  surface  of  the  lens  nearest  the  object  is  turned 
towards  the  object.  The  diverging  rays  from  an  image  F  are 
rendered  less  divergent  by  the  first  lens,  and  finally  2:)arallel  by 
the  second  lens ;  after  emerging  from  the  latter,  therefore,  they 
are  adapted  for  distinct  vision  to  an  eye  placed  behind  it.  This 
eye  piece  being  adapted  for  diverging  rays,  like  the  simple  double 
convex  lens,  is  called  the  posiiive  eye  piece.  It  is  universally 
used  wherever  spider  threads  are  placed  in  the  focus  of  the  object 
glass  for  the  purposes  of  measurement,  as  in  the  transit  instrument, 
&c. ;  for  the  permanency  of  the  position  of  these  threads  is  of 
the  first  importance,  and  this  could  not  be  insured  unless  the 
threads  were  so  placed  as  to  be  independent  of  any  motion  of 
the  eye  piece.  Threads  are,  however,  often  placed  in  the  focus 
of  a  Huygenian  eye  piece  merely  to  mark  the  centre  of  the  field, 
as  in  the  eye  pieces  of  the  telescopes  of  a  sextant. 

The  optical  qualities  of  the  Huygenian  eye  piece  are,  however, 
superior  to  those  of  the  Ram^de^i^  the  spherical  aberration  being 
more  perfectly  corrected ;  and  it  is,  therefore,  prefen'cd  for  the 
mere  examination  of  celestial  objects  when  no  measurements 
are  to  be  made. 

Neither  of  these  eye  pieces  changes  the  apparent  position  of 
the  image,  which  tlierefore  remains  inverted.  Achromatic  eye 
pieces  designed  to  show  objects  in  their  erect  positions  usually 
consist  of  four  lenses.  They  are  used  chiefly  for  land  objects,  and 
only  in  small  telescopes.  The  great  loss  of  light  from  the  addi- 
tional lenses  is  an  insuperable  objecti6n  to  them  for  astronomical 
purposes. 

The  lenses  composing  the  eye  piece  are  fixed,  at  the  proper 
distance  from  each  other,  in  a  separate  tube,  which  has  a  sliding 
motion  in  another  tube  fixed  to  the  telescope,  so  that  it  can  be 
pushed  in  or  drawn  out  and  thus  adapted  for  different  eyes. 
For  near-sighted  persons  it  must  be  pushed  in ;  for  far-sighted 
persons,  drawn  out. 
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12.  Diagonal  eye  pieces. — ^Wheii  a  telescope  is  directed  towards 
an  object  near  the  zenith,  it  is  always  inconvenient,  and  often, 
witli  small  instruments,  impossible,  for  the  observer  to  bring 
his  eye  directly  under  the  telescope.  The  inconvenience  is 
obviated  by  employing  an  eye  piece  which  bends  the  rays  at 

right  angles  to  the  optical  axis  of  the  telescope, 
**'  '  B  as  in  Fig.  7,  where  the  lens  A  receives  the  rays 
■J  ""^.Upj  in  the  direction  of  the  axis  of  the  telescope  and 
partially  refracts  them ;  they  are  then  reflected 
by  the  plane  surface  M  (placed  at  an  angle  of 
45°  with  the  axis)  to  the  lens  /},  by  which  they 
are  rendered  parallel  and  adapted  for  distinct  vision  to  the  eye 
at  B  looking  in  the  direction  BM.  The  surface  M  may  be  either 
a  plane  metallic  mirror,  or  the  interior  face  of  a  right  prism  of 
glass,  the  section  of  which  is  shown  in  the  figure  by  the  dotted 
lines.  The  prism  is  usually  preferred,  as  less  light  is  lost  by 
reflection  from  its  interior  face  than  from  a  metallic  speculum. 

13.  To  measure  the  magnifying  power  of  a  telescope. — First  Method, — 
The  magnifying  power  depends  upon  the  focal  lengths  of  the 
object  glass  and  eye  piece  (Art.  7),  and  hence  for  the  same  tele- 
scope difi\}rent  eye  pieces  will  give  different  magnifying  powers. 
We  suppose,  then,  that  the  eye  piece  whose  magnifying  power 
is  to  be  found  is  placed  upon  the  telescope  and  very  carefully 
adjusted  for  distinct  vision  of  very  distant  objects.  If  we  then 
direct  the  telescope  in  daytime  towards  the  open  sky,  we  shall 
see  near  the  eye  piece,  and  a  little  way  beyond  it,  a  small  illumi- 
nated circle,  which  is  nothing  more  than  the  image  of  the 
objective  opening  of  the  telescope,  ,^  Let  the  diameter  of  this 
circle  be  measured  by  a  very  minutely  divided  scale  of  equal 
parts ;  then  the  magnifying  power  is  equal  to  the  quotient  arising  from 
dividing  the  diameter  of  the  object  glass  by  the  diameter  of  this  iUumi- 
nated  circle.*    For  example,  let  the  diameter  of  the  object  glass 


*  The  demonstration  of  this  rule  is  not  usuaUy  given  in  our  optical  works.     Lei 

AXBy  Fig.  8.  be  the  objective;  Cthe 
'**•  ^'  ocular,  which  we  can  regard  as  in  effect 

a  single  lens ;  N  the  middle  of  the  ob- 
jective; n  the  middle  of  the  small  il- 
luminated circle  anb,  which  is  the  image 
of  the  objective  opening  formed  bejond 

bL^ the  ocular.     If  we  remove  the  object 

glass  from  the  telescope  tube,  the  imjige  anb  of  the  opening  will  still  remain  the  same 
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be  4  inches,  that  of  the  small  illuminated  circle  ^  of  an  inch ; 
the  magnifying  power  is  4  h-  ^  =  80. 

The  chief  difficulty  in  this  method  lies  in  the  exact  measure- 
ment of  the  diameter  of  the  small  illuminated  circle.    Various 
methods  have  been  contrived  for  this  purpose;   but  the  most 
effective  is  by  means  of  the  instrument  known  as  Bamsden's  .- 
Djfmineter. 

Second  Method  (proposed  by  Gauss). — ^If  we  reverse  the  tele- 
scope and  direct  the  ocular  towards  any  distant  object,  we  shall, 
when  looking  through  the  objective,  see  the  image  of  the  object 
as  many  times  diminished  as  we  see  it  magnified  when  looking 
through  the  ocular.  Select,  therefore,  two  well  defined  points, 
lying  in  a  horizontal  line,  and  direct  the  telescope  so  that,  look- 
ing into  the  objective,  these  points  may  appear  to  lie  at  about 
equal  distances  on  each  side  of  the  optical  axis.  Then  place  a 
theodolite  in  front  of  the  objective,  level  the  horizontal  circle, 
and  bring  the  optical  axis  of  its  telescope  nearly  into  coincidence 
with  that  of  the  larger  telescope,  so  that  looking  into  the  object- 
ive of  the  latter,  through  the  telescope  of  the  theodolite,  the 
selected  points  may  be  distinctly  seen.  Measure  the  apparent 
angular  distance  of  the  images  of  the  points  with  the  theodolite, 
by  bringing  the  vertical  thread  successively  upon  these  images 
and  taking  the  difterence  a  of  the  two  readings  of  the  horizontal 
circle.  Remove  the  larger  telescope,  and  measure  in  the  same 
manner  with  the  theodolite  the  angular  distance  A  of  the  points 
themselves.  Then  the  magnifying  power  G  is  given  by  the 
formula 

u  when  the  glass  is  in  its  place.  Now,  it  is  known,  from  the  elements  of  optics,  that 
if  u  is  the  distance  of  a  bright  object  from  a  conrex  lens,  v  the  distance  of  the 
image  from  the  lens,  /the  focal  length  of  the  lens,  we  hare  the  equation 

1  +  1  =  1 

Let  /"  be  the  focal  length  of  the  objective,  /  that  of  the  ocular,  u  the  distance  between 
Uiem;  then  we  hare  NC  =  u  =  F  -{- /;  Cn  =  v;  and,  consequently, 

1_1 1  /* 

iiSO, 

ab        nC  V  / 

F  AB 

Bat,  by  Art^  0,  —  expresses  the  magnifying  power  of  the  telescope:  hence,  also,  — -- 

•xpresses  the  magnifying  power,  as  in  the  method  of  the  text. 
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tenM 

Ian  1  a  ^^ 

A 
or,  if  the  angles  A  and  a  are  very  small,  G  =  — 

a 

J£  the  observed  points  are  not  very  distant,  we  should  in  strict- 
ness measure  the  angle  A  by  placing  the  theodolite  at  the  point 
first  occupied  by  the  ocular ;  for  A  is  the  angle  contained  by  the 
rays  from  the  two  points  to  the  ocular,  and  a  the  angle  contained 
by  these  rays  after  they  have  passed  through  the  ocular  and  have 
been  refracted  by  it. 

If  the  telescope  cannot  be  removed  conveniently,  the  angle  A 
may  be  obtained  by  measuring  the  linear  distance  D  of  the  middle 
point  between  the  two  observed  points  from  the  ocular,  and  the 
horizontal  linear  distance  d  between  the  points ;  then 

tanM  =  ^  (5) 

When  the  latter  method  is  practised,  however,  it  is  necessary  to 
observe  that  if  the  telescope  of  the  theodolite,  in  measuring  the 
angle  a,  is  inclined  to  the  horizon  by  the  angle  /,  we  must  employ 
instead  of  a  the  angle  a'  given  by  the  formula 

sin  }  a'  =  sin  ia  cos  I 

or,  with  sufficient  precision, 

tan  ia'  =  tan  }  a  cos  I 

a  reduction  which  was  unnecessary  where  both  A  and  a  were 
measured  by  the.  theodolite,  since  the  factor  cos /would  enter 
into  both  numerator  and  denominator  of  (4).  But  the  reduction 
may  also  be  neglected  here,  if  by  2)  is  understood,  not  the  direct 
distance  from  the  ocular  to  the  observed  points,  but  the  projec- 
tion of  this  distance  on  the  horizontal  plane,  and  then  the  formula 

becomes  G  =  -=r-: — i  with  sufficient  precision,  since  a  is  alwa3'8 

J)  sin  a  ^ 

very  small. 

For  accuracy,  the  angular  distance  of  the  points  observed 
should  be  as  great  as  can  be  embraced  within  the  field  of  the 
telescope. 

Example  1. — The  angles  A  and  a  were  directly  measured  with 
;a  theodolite,  in  the  case  of  an  equatorial  telescope  with  a  tertaia 
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eye  piece,  and  were  ^  =  6°  10'  30'',  a  =  8'  10".     We  have, 
therefore,  for  this  eye  piece, 

tan  0*>  1'  36" 

Example  2. — ^For  verification  of  the  preceding  measure,  the 
angle  A  was  also  obtained  without  the  theodolite,  for  which  pur- 
pose there  was  measured  the  distance  of  the  observed  points 
from  the  ocular,  D  =  303.2  feet,  and  the  distance  between  the 
points,  d  =  26.98  feet.  The  inclination  of  the  telescope  of  the 
theodolite  was  here  observed  to  be  1=  10°  40',  and  as  before  by 
direct  measure  a  =  3'  10".    We  have  first, 

.      1  A       26.98 
tan  J  -4  = 

606.4 
and  hence 

Q  _, 2^-^^ 9g  3Q 

606.4  tan  1'  35"  cos  10°  40' 

The  horizontal  distance  D  was  here  298  feet,  with  which,  by  the 
last  formula  above  given,  we  have 

G  = ??:?8        ^  98.29 

298  sin  3'  10" 

The  magnifying  power  of  this  eye  piece  may  therefore  be  taken 
at  98.2,  or  simply  98. 

Third  Method  (proposed  by  H.  B.  Valz,  m  the  Astronomische 
Kachrichterij  Vol.  vii).  This  very  convenient  method  consists  in 
directing  the  telescope  towards  any  object  of  known  angular 
diameter,  and  measuring  the  angle  formed  by  rays  from  the 
extremities  of  a  diameter  after  these  rays  have  emerged  from  the 
eye  piece.  The  sun,  the  angular  diameter  of  which  is  always 
known,  is  especially  adapted  for  the  purpose.  The  image  of  the 
sun  may  be  received  upon  a  screen  placed  in  the  prolongation 
of  the  axis  of  the  telescope  with  its  flat  surface  carefully  adjusted 
at  right  angles  to  that  axis.  The  telescope  is  to  remain  fixed, 
being  properly  directed  so  that  the  sun  shall  pass  over  the  centre 
of  its  field ;  and  as  the  image  passes  over  the  screen  its  linear 
iiameter  d  is  to  be  measured.  Also  the  perpendicular  distance 
D  from  the  middle  of  the  eye  piece  to  the  screen.     Then,  if  a  is 
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the  true  angular  diameter  of  the  sun,  A  the  angular  diameter  of 
the  image  on  the  screen,  subtended  at  the  eye  piece,  we  have 

tan  U  =  -*- 
D 

and  the  magnifying  power  (r,  as  before,  is 

^^tonM^ i (6) 

tan  ia       2  x)  tan  i  a 

Fourth  Method. — ^For  small  instruments,  and  where  great  accu- 
racy is  not  required,  the  following  process  will  answer.  Let  a 
stafi',  which  is  very  boldly  divided  into  equal  parts  by  heavy  lines, 
be  placed  vertically  at  any  convenient  distance  from  the  telescope, 
for  example,  fifty  yards.  While  one  eye  is  directed  towards  the 
Btaff  through  the  telescope,  the  other  eye  may  observe  the  staff  by 
looking  along  the  outside  of  the  tube.  One  division  of  the  staff 
will  be  seen  by  the  eye  at  the  eye  piece  to  be  magnified,  so  as  to 
cover  a  number  of  divisions  of  the  staff,  and  this  number,  which 
is  the  magnifying  power  required,  may  be  observed  by  the  other 
eye  looking  along  the  tube.  The  staff*  here  not  being  very  distant, 
the  focal  adjustment  of  the  telescope  is  not  the  same  as  for  stars; 
the  focal  length  is,  in  fact,  somewhat  greater  than  the  "principal" 
focal  length  (Art.  3),  and  the  magnifying  power  obtained  is  pro- 
portionally greater  than  that  which  applies  to  very  distant  or 
celestial  objects,  the  rays  from  which  are  sensibly  parallel.  K  we 
call  the  magnifying  power  obtained  from  the  terrestrial  object  G'y 
that  for  a  celestial  object  6r,  jP'the  focal  length  employed,  ^the 
principal  focal  length,  we  have 

For  example,  a  telescope  whose  principal  focal  length  was 
24  inches,  being  directed  towards  a  graduated  staft^  it  was  found 
that  for  distinct  vision  of  the  staff  it  was  necessary  to  draw 
out  the  eye  piece  0.75  inch.  Then,  one  division 'of  the  staff 
seen  by  the  eye  at  the  eye  piece  was  observed  by  means  of 
the  other  eye  to  cover  40  divisions.  Here  we  have  F  =  24, 
F'  =  24.75,  (?'  =  40,  and  hence 

(?  =  <?'.^  =  40  X -T^  =  38.8  . 
F'  24.75 


\ 
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Instead  of  using  the  divisions  of  a  staff,  which  may  not  be  suffi- 
ciently distinct,  a  disc  of  white  paper  may  be  placed  against  a 
black  ground,  and  the  size  of  the  magnified  image  may  be  marked 
on  the  same  ground  by  an  assistant  from  signals  made  by  the 
observer  at  the  telescope, 

14.  It  was  shown  in  Art.  7  that  the  magnifying  power  is  equal 

F 
to  -T'  i^  being  the  focal  length  of  the  objective,  and /that  of  the 

ocular.  To  apply  this  rule  when  the  eye  piece  is  composed  of 
two  lenses,  it  is  necessary  to  find  the  focal  length,  /,  of  a  single 
lens  which  is  equivalent  to  the  two  lenses.  This  is  effected  by 
the  formula  of  optics 


r+r-d 


in  which/',/"  are  the  focal  lengths  of  the  component  lenses, 
and  d  the  distance  between  them.  This  formula,  however,  is  but 
approximative  (it  gives  /  somewhat  too  great) :  it  is  better  to 
measure  the  magnifying  power  directly  by  one  of  the  method^ 
above  given. 

15.  Reflecting  telescopes. — ^As  these  are  rarely  used  for  the  pur- 
poses of  metisurement^  we  shall  content  ourselves  with,  merely 
stating  the  forms  of  the  two  kinds  which  have,  been  in  most 
common  use.  The  simplest,  and  now  most  commonly  used,  is 
the  Herschelian  telescope,  introduced  by  Sir  William  Herschel. 
A  poUshed  concave  speculum,  a6.  Fig.  9,  is  placed  at  the  bottom 

Fig.  9. 
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of  a  tube,  ABCD.  It  is  ground  to  the  form  of  a  paraboloid,  the 
focus  of  which  is  near  the  mouth  of  the  tube ;  it  is  slightly  in- 
clined, so  that  the  fojcus  falls  near  one  side  of  the  tube,  as  at  D, 
where  the  reflected  rays  from  the  speculum  form  an  image  which 
is  viewed  through  an  eye  piece,  E,  of  the  usual  form.  The  head 
of  the  observer  may  intercept  a  small  portion  of  the  rays  from 
a  celestial  object  to  the  speculum;  but  this  is  of  little  conse- 
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quence,  as  the  Bpeculum  is  usually  very  large.    In  Lord  Eosse*s 
Herscheliau,  the  diameter  of  the  speculum  is  six  feet. 

The  reflecting  telescope  next  in  most  common  use  is  the  New- 
toniaUy  which  differs  from  the  Herschelian  only  in  receiving  the 
reflected  rays  from  the  speculum  upon  a  small  plane  mirror,  c, 
Fig.  10,  placed  in  the  middle  of  the  tube  near  its  mouth,  which 
reflects  these  rays  at  right  angles  to  the  axis  of  the  tube  to  an 

Fig.  10. 


E 


eye  piece  at  E.  In  this  form,  the  small  plane  mirror  intercepts 
a  portion  of  the  light  from  the  object;  moreover,  light  is  lost  in 
the  double  reflection  ;  but  a  slight  advantage  is  gained  in  having 
the  axis  of  the  speculum  coincide  in  direction  with  the  axis  of 
the  tube.  The  reflected  rays  reach  the  mirror  c  before  they  are 
brought  to  a  focus :  they  converge  after  reflection  to  the  point/, 
where  is  produced  the  image  which  is  examined  through  an  eye 
piece  by  the  eye  at  E. 

16.  Finding  telescopes. — A  telescope  of  great  focal  length  and 
high  magnifying  power  has  a  very  small  field,  in  consequence 
of  which  it  becomes  very  difficult  to  find  a  small  object  in  the 
sky.  This  inconvenience  is  obviated  by  attaching  to  the  outside 
of  the  tube  a  smaller  telescope,  called  e^  finder ^  of  low  magnifying 
power  and  large  field,  with  its  axis  adjusted  parallel  to  that  of 
the  larger  telescope.  The  search  for  the  object  is  made  with 
the  finder  (both  telescopes  having  a  common  motion),  and, 
when  found,  it  is  brought  to  the  middle  of  the  field  of  the 
finder ;  it  is  then  somewhere  in  the  field  of  the  larger  tdescope. 
The  middle  of  the  field  of  the  finder  is  indicated  by  the  inter- 
section of  two  coarse  threads  in  the  focus ;  or,  still  1:  etter,  by 
four  threads  forming  a  small  square,  the  middle  point  of  which 
is  the  centre  of  the  field. 
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CHAPTER  IL 

OF  THE   MEASUBEMEKT  OF  ANGLES  OR  ARCS  IN  GENERAL — 

CIRCLES — ^laGROMETERS — ^LEYEL. 


17.  Graduaied  Circles. — The  most  obvious  mode  in  which  an 
angle  may  be  measared  is  that  in  which  we  employ  a  circle,  or 
portion  of  a  circle  (constructed  of  metal  or  other  durable  material), 
the  limb  of  which  is  mechanically  divided  into  equal  parts,  as 
degi-ees,  minutes,  &c.  The  centre  of  the  circle  being  placed  at 
the  vertex  of  the  angle  to  be  measured,  the  arc  of  the  circum- 
ference intercepted  between  the  two  radii  which  coincide  in 
direction  with  the  sides  of  the  angle  is  the  required  measure.* 
To  give  this  mode  precision  when  the  angle  is  found  by  lines 
drawn  to  two  distant  points,  the  aid  of  the  telescope  is  invoked. 
This  is  connected  with  the  circle  in  various  ways,  according  to 
the  nature  of  the  instru- 
ment of  which  it  forms  ^**'  ^^' 
a  part ;  but,  in  general, 
we  may  conceive  it  to  be 
essentially  as  follows. 
To  the  tube  of  the  tele- 
scope, ABy  Fig.  11,  is 
attached  a  pivot,  (7,  at 
right  angles  to  the  op- 
tical axis,  which  turns 
in  a  circular  hole  in  the 
centre  of  the  graduated 
circle  MN.  An  arm  a  (76,  extending  from  the  centre  (7  to  the 
graduations  on  the  limb,  is  permanently  attached  to  the  telescope, 
and  revolves  with  it.  To  measure  an  angle  subtended  by  two 
distant  objects  at  the  point  (7,  the  circle  is  to  be  brought  into  the 
plane  of  the  objects  and  firmly  fixed.     Then  the  telescope  is 

*  In  tlie  sextant  and  other  instruments  of  "double  reflection,"  the  Tertez  of  the 
single  to  be  measured  is  not  in  the  centre  of  the  arc  used  to  measure  it.  See  article 
"SexUnt." 
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directed  successively  upon  the  two  objects,  and  in  each  case 
the  number  of  degrees  indicated  by  a  mark  on  either  extremity 
of  the  arm  ab  is  to  be  read  off;  the  difference  of  the  two  readings, 
which  is  the  number  of  degrees  passed  over  by  the  arm,  and, 
consequently,  also  by  the  telescope,  will  be  the  required  measure 
of  the  angle.  The  same  result  is  reached  by  permanently  con- 
necting the  circle  and  telescope,  which  then  revolve  together, 
while  a  fixed  mark  near  the  limb  of  the  circle  serves  to  indicate 
the  number  of  degrees  through  which^the  telescope  revolves. 

In  order  to  point  the  telescope  with  ease  and  accuracy  upon 
an  object,  a  clamp  and  tangent  screw  are  commonly  employed. 
This  contrivance,  which  may  be  seen  upon  almost  every  astro- 
nomical instrument,  takes  a  great  variety  of  forms,  but  in  all  cases 
the  operation  of  it  is  as  follows:  when  the  telescope  is  approxi- 
matelj/  pointed  upon  the  object  by  hand,  it  is  clamped  in  its  posi- 
tion by  a  slight  motion  of  the  clamp  screw,  after  which  the 
telescope  admits  of  no  motion  except  that  which  is  common  to 
it  and  the  clamp :  hence,  by  a  fine  screw  which  moves  the  clamp 
a  slow  delicate  motion  can  be  given  to  the  telescope,  whereby  the 
sight-line  marked  by  a  thread  in  the  focus  is  brought  accurately 
upon  the  object. 

The  great  increase  of  accuracy  in  pomting  a  telescope  which  is 
obtained  by  the  introduction  of  the  spider  threads  in  its  focus 
brings  with  it  the  necessity  of  a  corresponding  increase  of  accu- 
racy in  reading  off  the  number  of  degrees  and  fractions  of  a  degree 
on  the  divided  limb  of  the  circle.  A  single  reference  mark  upon 
the  extremity  of  an  arm,  as  in  Fig.  11,  enables  us  to  determine 
only  the  number  of  entire  divisions  of  the  limb  passed  over;  but, 
as  this  mark  will  generally  be  found  between  two  divisions, 
some  additional  means  are  required  for  measuring  the  fraction 
of  a  division.  Two  methods  are  now  exclusively  employed. 
The  first  of  these,  in  the  order  of  invention,  is 

THE   VERNIER.* 

18.  Let  MNy  Fig.  12,  be  a  portion  of  the  divided  limb  of  a 
circle;  CD  the  arm  which  revolves  with  the  telescope  about 
the  centre  of  the  circle.     The  extremity  of  this  arm  is  expanded 

*  So  called  after  its  inventor,  Peter  Vbrhieu,  of  Franco,  who  lived  about  1030. 
By  some  it  is  called  a  noniut^  after  the  Portaguese  Nunez  or  Nonius  ;  but  the  in- 
vention of  the  latter  (who  died  in  1577}  was  quite  different. 


VERNIER. 
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into  an  arc  aby  which  is  con- 
centric with  the  circle  and  is 
graduated  into  a  number  of 
divisions  n  which  occupy  the 
space  of  n  —  1  divisions  of 
the  limb.  Thus  graduated, 
this  small  arc  receives  the 
name  of  a  vernier.  The  first 
stroke  a  is  the  zero  of  the 
vernier,  and  the  reading  is  al- 
ways to  be  determined  by  the 
position  of  this  zero  on  the 
limb.    Let  us  put 


Fig.  12. 

r. 

c 


d  =  the  value  of  a  division  of  the  limb, 
d'  =  the  value  of  a  division  of  the  vernier, 


then  we  have 
whence 

and 


{n  —  V)d  =  nd' 
n  —  1  , 


n 


d-'-d'^^d 
n 


(7) 


The  difference  d  —  d'i&  called  the  least  count  of  the  vernier,  which 

is,  therefore,  — th  of  a  circle  division.     If  now  the  zero  a  falls 

between  the  two  circle  graduations  P  and  P  +  1,  the  whole 
reading  is  Pd  plus  the  fraction  from  P  to  a.  To  measure  this 
fraction,  we  observe  that  if  the  mth  division  of  the  vernier  is  in 
coincidence  with  a  division  of  the  limb,  the  fraction  is  wi  X  {d — d') 

OT-d.    For  example,  if,  as  in  our  figure,  the  vernier  is  divided 

into  10  equal  parts,  occupying  the  space  of  9  divisions  of  the 
limb,  and  if  the  4th  division  is  in  coincidence,  the  whole  reading 

is  Pd  +  ^rf;  and  if  rf  =  10'  and  P  corresponds  to  20^  20' 

(P  being  the  122d  division  from  the  zero  of  the  limb),  then  the 

whole  reading  is  20°  20'  +  —  X  10'  =  20°  24'.    In  this  case  the 

least  count  is  1'.  In  practice,  no  calculation  is  necessary  to 
obtain  the  fraction,  for  this  is  indicated  by  proper  numbers 
against  the  graduations  of  the  vernier  itself. 
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If  the  least  oount  is  given,  to  find  71,  we  have 


d 
n  = 


d  —  d' 


d  and  d  —  d'  being,  of  course,  expressed  in  the  same  unit  For 
example,  if  the  limb  is  divided  to  10^,  and  the  least  count  is  to 
be  10",  we  have 

(£  =  600" 
d^d'=   10" 
whence 

n  =  60 

and  we  must  make  60  divisions  of  the  vernier  equal  to  59  divi- 
sions  of  the  limb. 

When  a  large  number  of  divisions  are  made  on  the  vernier, 
and  the  least  count  is  very  small,  the  graduations  must  be 
exceedingly  delicate;  otherwise,  several  consecutive  divisions 
of  the  vernier  may  appear  to  be  in  coincidence  with  divisions  of 
the  limb.  The  reading  is  then  to  be  assisted  by  a  microscope,  or 
reading  glass^  placed  over  the  vernier  and  having  a  lateral  motion, 
whereby  its  optical  axis  can  be  brought  immediately  over  that 
division  of  the  vernier  which  is  in  coincidence. 

To  increase  the  accuracy  of  a  reading  still  more,  two  or  more 
arms,  each  carrying  a  vernier,  are  employed,  and  the  mean  of 
the  indications  of  all  is  taken.  The  effect  of  reading  off  a  circle 
at  various  points,  in  eliminating  errors  of  the  circle,  will  be 
treated  of  hereafter. 

The  arm  carrying  a  vernier,  or  the  frame  bearing  several 
verniers,  is  often  called  the  alidade.  Sometimes  the  several 
verniers  are  attached  to  a  circle,  which  then  receives  the  name 
of  the  alidade  circle. 

19.  We  have  assumed  above  that  the  divisions  on  the  vernier 
are  smaller  than  those  on  the  limb.  This  is  the  most  common 
arrangement ;  but  we  may  also  have  them  greater  by  making  n 
divisions  of  the  vernier  occupy  the  space  of  n  4-  1  divisions  of 
the  limb :  so  that  we  have 

(n  +  l)d  =  nd' 

whence  the  least  count  is,  as  before, 

n 
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The  only  difference  will  be,  that  when  the  graduations  of  the 
limb  proceed  from  right  to  left,  those  of  the  vernier  must  pro- 
ceed from  left  to  right ;  that  is,  the  zero  of  the  vernier  must  be 
the  extreme  left;-hand  stroke. 

20.  In  case  a  vernier  has  been  used  which  is  found  to  be  too 
long  or  too  short,  the  reading  may  be  corrected  as  follows.  Let 
the  error  in  its  length  be  denoted  by  a:,  then  (in  the  verniers  of 
the  ordinary  form)  we  have  (Art.  18) 

whence 

d-d'=^d  +  ^  (8) 

Hence  a  reading  in  which  the  fraction  was  m(d  —  d')  becomes 
zrd  +  ni'  —    The  correction  of  the  readinfi:  is, therefore,  +  wi •  — 

when  the  vernier  is  too  short  by  x;  and  —  m-—  when  it  is  too 

long  by  X.  For  example,  if  the  limb  is  divided  to  10'  and  the 
vernier  gives  10"  (in  which  case  n  =  60),  and  we  find  that  the 

vernier  is  too  short  by  a:  =  +  5",  then  we  must  add  to  every 

5" 
reading  the  correction  +  wi  •  — ;  or,  since  every  6th  graduation 

of  the  vernier  gives  one  minute,  we  must  add  0".5  for  every 
minute  read  on  the  vernier. 

The  actual  length  of  the  vernier  is  found  by  bringing  its  zero 
into  coincidence  with  a  division  of  the  limb  arid  observing  where 
the  next  coincidence  occurs.  If  this  second  coincidence  occurs 
at  the  last  division  of  the  vernier,  its  length  is  correct ;  but  if  the 
coincidence  occurs  at  ±  p  divisions  from  the  last,  it  is  too.  short 
or  too  long  by  p  times  the  least  count.  This  should  be  done 
at  varioas  points  of  the  limb,  and  the  mean  of  all  the  results 
taken,  in  order  to  eliminate  the  effect  of  accidental  errors  in  the 
graduations  of  the  limb. 

The  vernier  is  now  used  chiefly  on  small  circles  and  portable 
instruments ;  but  when  the  highest  degree  of  accuracy  is  sought 
for  in  reading  off  a  circle,  we  have  recourse  to 

THE  READIKa  MICROSCOPE. 

21.  Let  us  conceive  the  arm  which  carried  the  vernier,  instead 
of  lying  close  to  the  plane  of  the  circle,  to  be  raised  at  some 
distance  from  it,  and  in  place  of  the  vernier  let  the  extremity  of 
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the  arm  carry  a  microscope  A  C  (Plate  II.  IPig,  1),  the  optical  a^tis 
of  which  is  perpendicular  to  the  plane  of  the  circle  MNsjud 
intersects  the  divisionB  on  the  limlx  The  telescope  and  circle 
are  to  be  supposed  to  revolve  together,  while  the  microscope 
remains  fixed.  An  image  of  the  divisions  is  formed  at  the  focus 
D  of  the  object  lens  C.  Two  lenses,  B  and  Ay  constitute  a  posi- 
tive eye  piece  through  which  this  image  is  viewed.  JTG  is  a 
micrometer,  the  interior  of  which  is  shown,  enlarged,  in  Plate  II. 
Fig.  2.  A  fine  screw,  cc,  with  a  large  graduated  head,  EF^ 
carries  the  sliding  frame  aa^  across  which  are  stretched  two  inter- 
secting spider  threads.  These  threads  lie  exactly  in  the  focus 
of  the  microscope,  and  are  consequently  visible  at  the  same  time 
with  the  image  of  the  divisions  of  the  limb.  On  one  side  of  the 
field  is  a  notched  scale  of  teeth  (which  does  not  move  with  the 
cross-threads),  the  <£staiice  between  the  teeth  being  the  same  aa 
that  between  the  threads  of  the  screw.  The  middle  notch  is 
distinguished  by  a  hole  opposite  to  it,  and  every  fifth  nV)tch  is 
cut  deeper  than  the  Test  At  i  (Fig.  1)  is  an  index  to  which  the 
divisions  of  the  micrometer  head  are  referred.  Since  one  cona- 
plete  revolution  of  the  micrometer  head  must  carry  the  cross- 
threads  a  distance  equal  to  the  thickness  of  the  thread  of  the 
screw,  if  the  head  is  graduated  into  100  parts  we  have  the  means 

of  measuring  a  space  equal  to  Tj^rth  of  the  thickness  of  the  thread 

of  the  screw.  Either  by  making  the  screw  very  fine,  or  increasing 
the  number  of  graduations  on  the  head,  or  by  both,  and  at  the 
same  time  increasing  the  optical  power  of  the  microscope,  we 
can  carry  this  subdivkion  of  space  to  almost  an  unlimited  extent. 
In  order  to  understand  the  mode  of  reading  the  circle  by  thia 
apparatus,  let  as  conceive  the  intersection  of  the  cross-threads  to 
8tand  again^  the  central  notdx,  the  zero  of  the  micrometer  being 
also  exactly  opposite  this  index.  The  point  of  the  fiM  then  oect^ 
pied  by  the  intersection  of  the  cross-threads  is  to  be  reff&rded  as  a  faced 
point  of  reference^  andj  as  the  ielesccpe  revolves  from  one  positim  to 
another y  the  manber  of  divisions  of  the  limb  which  pose  by  this  pomt 
loiU  be  the  measure  of  the  an^/ular  motion  of  the  telescope.  Suppose^ 
then,  the  revolution  has  brought  this  point,  not  upon  a  graduation 
of  the  limb,  but  at  a  fraction  of  a  division  beyond  a  certain 
graduation  P;  then,  to  measure  this  fraction,  we  have  only  to 
move  the  cross-thread  from  the  point  of  reference  into  coincidence 
with  the  graduation  P,  and  read  the  number  of  divisions  of  the 


$ 


READING   MICROSCOPE.  85 

micrometer  head.  If  more  than  one  revolution  of  the  screw  is 
required,  the  whole  number  of  revolutions  will  be  shown  by  the 
number  of  notches  in  the  field  passed  over  by  the  cross-threads, 
and  the  fraction  of  a  revolution  by  the  micrometer  head.  Then, 
knowing  the  relation  between  a  division  of  the  micrometer  head 
»id  one  of  the  circle,  the  value  of  the  required  fraction  is  at 
once  found.  For  example,  suppose  a  division  of  the  circle  is 
equal  to  6',  and  that  five  revolutions  of  the  micrometer  screw 
just  carry  the  cross-threads  from  one  circle  graduation  to  the 
next;  and,  fiirther,  that  the  micrometer  head  is  divided  into  60 
equal  parts;  then  each  revolution  of  the  screw  represents  1',  and 
each  division  of  the  micrometer  head  represents  V.  If  then  we 
have  made  three  whole  revolutions,  and  the  micrometer  head 
reads  25.8,  the  required  fraction  is  8'  25'^  8.  K  the  graduation 
P  was  289°  85',  the  whole  reading  is  289°  88'  25''.S. 

The  coincidence  of  the  point  of  intersection  of  the  threads 
with  a  graduation  of  the  limb  is  made  in  the  manner  shown  in 
Fig.  2.  In  many  of  the  German  instruments,  instead  of  a  cross- 
thread,  two  very  close  parallel  threads  are  used,  the  middle 
point  between  which  is  the  point  of  reference,  and  a  coincidence 
26  made  by  bringing  the  circle  division  to  bisect  the  space 
between  them.  This  bisection  is,  of  course,  estimated ;  but  it 
may  be  effected  with  very  great  accuracy  where  the  threads  are 
very  close.  Their  distance  should  be  very  little  greater  than 
the  breadth  of  the  graduations  of  the  limb.  Bessel  preferred 
the  parallel  threads;  but  it  is,  perhaps,  doubtful  whether  they 
afford  any  advantage  in  the  hands  of  most  observers. 

The  spiral  springs  bb  serve  to  make  the  screw  bear  always  on 
the  same  side  of  the  thread,  so  that  in  reverse  motions  of  the 
screw  there  is  no  lost  or  dead  motion,  that  is,  revolution  of  the 
screw  without  a  corresponding  movement  of  the  cross-threads. 
But,  to  guard  against  the  possible  existence  of  lost  motion,  the 
coincidence  of  the  cross-threads  with  a  circle  division  should 
always  be  produced  by  a  motion  of  the  micrometer  head  in  one 
and  the  same  direction. 

• 

22.  Error  of  Jfems.*— When  a  reading  microscope  is  in  perfect 
adjuBtment,  a  whole  number  of  the  revolutions  of  the  screw  is 
equal  to  the  distance  of  two  consecutive  graduations  of  the  circle. 
To  effect  this,  provision  is  made  for  lengthening  or  shortening 
the  microscope  tube,  and  also  for  moving  the  whole  microscope 
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farther  from  or  nearer  to  the  circle.  In  this  way,  the  magnitude 
of  the  image  of  a  division  as  seen  in  the  field  can  be  changed 
until  it  corresponds  exactly  to  a  whole  number  of  revolutions  of 
the  screw.  For  example,  if  a  whole  number  of  revolutions  is 
greater  than  the  image  of  a  circle  division,  the  objective  lens 
must  be  brought  nearer  to  the  ocular,  and  at  the  same  time  the 
whole  microscope  brought  nearer  to  the  circle. 

But,  as  changes  of  temperature  and  other  causes  are  found  to 
produce  changes  in  the  value  of  a  division  of  the  microscope,  and 
it  is  not  expedient  to  be  always  changing  the  adjustment,  it  is 
usual,  after  making  one  very  exact  adjustment,  to  let  it  stand,  and 
then  determine  from  time  to  time  the  correction  of  a  reading  for 
any  change  of  value  which  may  appear.  The  excess  of  a  circle 
division  above  a  whole  number  of  revolutions  is  called  the  error 
of  runSy  and  a  proportional  part  of  this  excess  must  be  allowed 
on  all  readings.  This  error  is  to  be  found  by  measuring  several 
divisions  in  difierent  parts  of  the  circle  and  taking  the  mean  of 
all  the  results,  in  order  to  eliminate  the  effect  of  errors  in  the 
circle  graduations  themselves.  For  example,  if  a  division  exceeds 
five  revolutions  of  the  screw  by  +  2".2,  then  for  each  minute  in 

the  fraction  of  a  division  obtained  by  the  micrometer  we  must 

2".2 

apply  to  the  reading  the  correction --,  or  —  0".44.     The 

o 

error  of  runs  will  take  the  negative  sign,  and  the  correction  for 
it  the  positive  sign,  when  a  circle  division  falls  short  of  a  whole 
number  of  revolutions  of  the  screw. 

28.  To  increase  the  accuracy  of  a  reading,  several  microscopes 
are  used,  having  a  fixed  position  relatively  to  each  other,  by 
which  the  fraction  of  a  division  in  the  reading  is  measured  at 
different  points  of  the  circle  and  the  mean  of  the  different  mea- 
sures is  taken.  Two  microscopes  are  placed  so  as  to  read  at 
opposite  points  of  the  circle,  that  is,  the  angular  distance  of  the 
microscopes  is  180°,  or  differs  but  little  from  ISO® ;  three  micro- 
scopes are  placed  at  120°,  four  at  90°,  &c. ;  or,  in  general,  what- 
ever the  number  of  microscope,  they  are  placed  so  as  to  divide 
the  circle  into  equal  portions.  The  whole  degrees  and  minutes 
are  read  only  at  one  of  the  microscopes.  In  large  instruments, 
where  the  field  of  the  microscope  takes  in  but  a  part  of  a  degree, 
the  number  of  degrees  and  minutes  of  the  nearest  circle  division 
is  read  off  by  means  of  an  index  outside  the  microscope,  or. 
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indeed,  wholly  separate  from  it,  the  microscope  being  used 
exclusively  to  measure  the  fraction  of  a  division. 

24.  The  probable  error  of  a  reading  of  one  microscope  being  £, 
that  of  the  mean  of  m  microscopes  e^,  we  have  (Appendix, 
Method  of  Least  Squares) 

1     _c_ 

that  is,  the  probable  error  of  the  mean  varies  inversely  as  the 
square  root  of  the  number  of  microscopes.     For  example,  if  the 

probable  error  of  reading  of  one  microscope  is  V\  that  of  the 

1"  1" 

meanof  two  willbe  — -  =  0".71 ;  that  of  four,  —7  =^  0''.5 ;  that  of 

|/2  |/4 

six,  -—  ==  0".41,  &c. ;  and  the  error  will  decrease  but  slowly  as 

the  number  of  microscopes  increases.  It  would  require  sixteen 
microscopes  to  reduce  the  error  to  0".25.  On  this  account,  the 
advantages  of  increasing  the  number  of  microscopes  beyond 
four,  except  in  instruments  of  the  largest  class,  are  usually 
regarded  as  outweighed  by  the  greater  liability  of  the  apparatus 
to  derangement. 

The  use  of  a  number  of  microscopes  or  verniers  is,  however, 
not  solely  to  increase  the  accuracy  of  reading,  but  also  to  elimi- 
nate the  errors  of  the  circle  itself,  as  will  be  seen  in  the  following 
articles. 

ECCENTRICITY  OF   GRADUATED   CIRCLES. 

25.  The  centre  of  the  alidade  is  seldom,  if  ever,  even  in  the 
best  instruments,  exactly  coincident  with  the  p.    ^3 
centre  of  the  graduated  arc.    To  investigate 
the  effect  of  such  eccentricity,  let  C(Fig.  13) 
be  the  centre  of  the  alidade,  (7'  tl\at  of  the 
circle ;  CA  a  straight  line  joining  Cand  the 
centre  of  one  of  the  reading  microscopes ; 
CJ.'  a  parallel  to  CA.    When  the  micro- 
scope reading  is  at  Ay  the  true  reading  is  at 
A\    Let  the  diameter  drawn  through  C  and  C"  intersect  the 
graduation  at  J&,  and  let  0  be  the  zero  of  the  graduation,  which 
we  will  suppose  is  numbered  from  0  towards  A.    Put 

z  =  the  microscope  reading, 
y  =  the  true  reading, 
JB=EO, 
e  =  the  eccentricity  CC\ 


38  MEASUREMENT  OF  AXOLES, 

It  is  to  be  assumed  that  such  care  has  been  bestowed  upon  the 
centring  of  the  instrument  that  e  is  very  small,  and,  therefore, 
that  the  arc  A  A'  =  z'—  z  may  be  regarded  as  equal  to  the  per- 
pendicular CF:  so  that  we  have,  since  the  angle  EC  A'  =  2'  +  -Ei 

y  —  2  =  «  sin  (y  +  ^)  (d) 

in  which  e  must  be  expressed  in  arc.  In  the  factor  sin  {z'  +  E) 
we  may  substitute  z  for  z'  without  sensible  error. 

When  2'  +  jB  =  it  90°,  we  have  2'  —  2  =  ±  e;  so  that  e  is  the 
maximum  error  of  a  reading,  and  this  maximum  occurs  when 
the  reading  is  90®  from  K 

26.  Now,  let  ^Cand  ^'C  be  produced  to  meet  the  gradua- 
tion again  at  the  opposite  points  B  and  B'^  and  let  the  alidade 
carry  a  second  microscope  at  B.  The  degrees  and  minutes  may 
be  supposed  to  be  obtained  from  the  microscope  -4,  while  B  is 
used  only  to  give  the  seconds.    Put 

z  =s  the  division  of  the  circle  under  A^ 
A  and  B  =  the  readings  of  the  microscopes, 

2f  =  the  true  reading  corresponding  to  A. 

Then  the  whole  reading  given  hy  A\&z-\-  A^  and  by  (9)  we  have 

y  =  2  +  ii  +  e  sin(2  -f-  J?) 

and  the  microscope  B  gives 

180^  +  y  =  180^  J^-zJ^-B^r^  sin(180*  ^z  +  B) 
or 

/  =3  2  -f  5  -^  ^  sin  (2  +  ^) 

The  mean  of  the  two  micros(2opes  is  then 

if^z-ir  \{A  +  By 

Hence  the  eccentricity  is  fully  eliminated  by  taking  the  mean  of 
two  microscopes  180°  apart  In  general,  an  even  number  of 
microscopes  are  employed,  which  are  arranged  in  pairs,  so  that 
the  mean  of  each  pair,  and,  consequently,  of  the  whole,  will  be 
free  from  the  eccentricity. 

27.  The  eccentricity  may  also  be  eliminated  by  three  micro- 
scopes or  verniers,  whose  mutual  distance  is  120°.     If  2  +  J., 
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120*  +  Z  +  B,  240^  +  ^  +  C  are  the  readings  of  tbe   three 
xoieroseopesy  tbe  true  readuig  oorrespouding  to  A  will  be 

2;'  =  2:+^~esin(120*»  +  z  +  E) 
«^=t  z  +  C—  e  sin  (240<*  +  ^  +  -B) 

and  since,  by  PL  Trig.,  we  have 

sin (120*  +  2:  +  -B)  +  sin  (240^  +  z  +  B)  =  —  Bki(z  +  E) 

tbe  mean  of  these  three  equations  is 

z'^z  +  KA  +  B+C) 

Indeed,  it  will  readJOy  be  inferred  from  the  disonssioa  in  Arts. 
31  and  32  that  the  eccentricity  will  be  eliminated  by  taking  the 
mean  of  any  number  whatever  of  equidistant  microscopes. 

28.  To  find  the  eccenfrici/y.—The  two  opposite  microscopes  may 
not  be  perfectly  adjusted  at  the  distance  of  180°,  and  hence  we 
shall  here  put 

180^  +  a  =  the  angular  distance  of  the  microscope  B  from  A; 

and  then,  if  we  pat^  as  before, 

z  =  the  division  under  the  microscope  A, 
A  and  B  =  the  readings  of  the  two  microscopes, 

the  true  readings  will  be 

^=^z  +  A  +  esin(z  +  E)  \ 

ISO"" +  a.  +  2r=lS0'' +z  +  B  +  esin(lSO''  +  z  +  E)    /    ^^^^ 

for  the  seeond  of  whieh  we  take 

sf:szz  +  B  —  •  —  eaiik(z  +  E) 

I£y  therefore,  we  put 

B--A  =  fi 

the  difference  of  the  two  equations  gives  the  equation  of  condition 

n  =  •  +  2c  sin  (j?  +  IP)  (11) 

in  which  a,  e»  and  N  are  unknown^    Let  the  values  of  n  be 
obtained  from  the  readings  of  both  microscopes  at  four  equidistant 
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points  of  the  circle,  namely,  z^^  ^,  +  90®,  z^  + 180,®  and  z^ + 270®, 
and  denote  these  values  by  n,,  n|,  n^  n„  respectively :  then,  by 
putting 


we  have 


whence 


no  =  •  +  2«  flin  P  =  •  -f-  2«  sin  P 

n,  =  a  +  2e  sin  (P  +  90®)  =  a  +  2e  cos P 
w,  =  a  +  2e  sin  (P 4-  180®)  =  a  —  2e  sin  P 
n,  =  a4-  2esin(P4-  270®)=  a  — 2€C08P 

4c8inP  =  n^  —  », 
4c  cos  P  =  »,  —  n. 


}   (12) 


which  determine  both  e  and  P,  after  which  we  have  JE=  P —  z^. 
The  value  of  a  is  evidently  the  mean  of  the  values  of  n. 

EXAMPLB. 

The  readings  of  a  pair  of  opposite  microscopes  of  the  Repsold 
Meridian  Circle  of  the  U.  S.  Naval  Academy  were  as  follows : 


» 

A 

B 

Vala«sofit  =  J3— ^ 

0° 

+  4".0 

—   6".7 

n,  =  -  10".7 

90 

+  6  .9 

—  13  .6 

n,  =  —  20  .5 

180 

+  5  ,S 

—  16  .5 

ft,  =  —  21  .8 

270 

—  1  .2 

—    1  .2 

n,  =        0  .0 

From  these  we  obtain 


4e8inP=  +  ll".l 

log    1.0453 

4eco8P— —  20".5 

log  nl.3118 

P  =  151"  84' 

log  tan  P  n9.7885 

« =     6".88 

log  4«         1.8676 

Hence,  since  z^  =  0®,  we  have  E  =  151®  84',  and  any  single 
reading  of  the  microscope  A  requires  the  correction  for  eccen- 
tricity 

+  5".83  sin  {z  +  161®  84') 

The  mean  of  the  values  of  n  gives  a  =  — 13".25,  and  the  angular 
distance  of  the  microscope  B  from  A  is  179®  69'  46".76. 

The  same  process  may  be  used  for  any  other  four  equidistant 
points  of  the  circle,  and  the  mean  of  the  various  results  may  be 
taken. 
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29.  With  three  nearly  equidistant  microscopes  the  eccentricitj 
can  be  found  from  two  complete  readings  at  points  180^  apart. 
Let  the  angular  distances  of  the  microscopes  B  and  C  &om  A  be 
denoted  by  fi  and  7-;  and,  z  being  the  division  under  A,  put 
P  =  z  +  JS;  then  we  have,  for  the  true  reading  at  Ay 

jgr'  =  jSr  -j-  il  -j-  «  Bin  P 

^'=2r  +  B  —  /8-feBin(P+  120^) 

2:'=2r+C  —  r  +  e8in(P+  240**) 

Subtracting  the  first  equation  from  the  mean  of  the  other  two, 
and  putting 

we  find 

n  =  i(/  +  fi)  +  ieBinP 

and  subtracting  the  second  from  the  third,  and  putting 
we  find 

If  we  read  a  second  time  with  the  microscope  A  over  the  division 
z  +  180*^,  and  obtain  the  readings  A%  JB',  C",  we  shall  have 

and  since  we  shall  have  180  +  P  instead  of  P,  we  shall  obtain 

d'=i(r  —  fi)—ii/iecoBP 

Ilence 

€B\nP=  l(n  —  n') 

eco8P=ii/5(d— dO 

which  determine  e  and  P.    We  find  also 

fi  =  US-A  +  B'^A') 

r  =  KC  — -4  +  c  — A') 

80.  In  order  to  determine  the  eccentricily  with  greater  accu- 
racy, and  to  eliminate,  as  far  as  possible,  errors  in  reading  and 
accidental  errors  of  graduation,  the  circle  may  be  read  at  a  great 
number  of  equidistant  points.  Each  reading  of  a  pair  of  oppo- 
site verniers  or  microscopes  furnishes  an  equation  of  condition 
of  the  form  (11),  and  from  all  these  equations  the  most  probable 
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value  of  the  eccentricity  will  be  deduced  by  the  method  of  least 
sqisares.  The  computation  according  to  this  method  is  rendered 
extremely  simple  by  the  application  of  some  theorems  relating 
to  periodic  functions,  which,  on  account  of  their  utility  in  this 
and  similar  investigations,  will  be  here  demonstrated. 

81.  Periodic  Functions. — The  circumference  of  a  circle  being 
denoted  by  2;r,  any  commensurable  fractional  portion  of  it  may  be 

expressed  by  2^  X  -  =  -^  p  and  q  being  whole  numbers ;  and 

the  successive  multiples  of  this  fractional  portion  by  m  •  -^  by 

supposing  m  to  take  successively  the  values  0,  1,  2,  3,  kc.  If 
now  we  consider  only  the  multiples  from  m  =  0,  tom  =  y  —  1, 
we  shall  have  the  following  theorems : 

Thborbm  I. — When  pis  not  a  multiple  of  y, 

jginm.?^  =  0  (13) 

Jco8m.?^  =  0  (14) 

i 
buiy  when  pis  a  multiple  of  q^ 

lBinm'^  =  0  (15) 

jcotm.^  =  j  (16) 

where  the  summation  sign  T  is  used  to  denote  the  sum  of  all 
the  quantities  of  the  given  form  between  the  given  limits^  namely, 
from  m  =  Otom  =  y  —  1. 
To  prove  this,  put 

cos?^  +  i/"=riain?^=r 

then,  by  Moivrb's  formula  [PU  Trig.  (440)1  * 

cos  m. 


2i>-+v^-zr[sin^.?£?=r- 


9  i 

Taking  the  sum  of  all  the  expressions  of  this  form  from  m  =  0, 
to  771  =  j^  —  1,  we  have 

2p:r    .       > 5-  ^   .  2»ff        T*—  1  „^^ 

Zeosm  -^  +  V-TlJgm  in.-^=:  y_  i  (17) 

But  we  have  again,  by  Moivrb*s  jtbrmula, 


eoft  2pig  -J^  y/  -^1  fan  2pie  ac  1 
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and,  consequently,  T*  —  1  =  0.  The  second  nkember  of  the 
above  formula,  therefore,  becomes  zero,  unless  the  denominator 
T—  1  is  zero,  that  is,  unless  T  =  1.  Now,  we  can  have  T  =  1  only 

when  sin  —  =  0  and  cos  -^  =  1,  that  is,  only  when  7)  is  a  mul- 
tiple of  9.     In  all  other  cases  we  have,  therefore, 

i:oosm.?^  + 1/^=^-2: sin  m.?^  =  0 

and,  since  the  real  and  the  imaginary  terme  musrt  here  be  sepa- 
rately equal  to  zero,  the  first  part  of  our  theorem  is  established. 

When  r=  1,  the  second  member  of  (17)  becomes  ^»  but  is  not 

really  indeterminate ;  for,  going  back  to  the  geometric  progres- 
sion of  which  this  is  the  sum,  we  have 

^5^  =  !P+  r^+  r«+ +  r-»  =  } 

and  hence,  when  pia  a  multiple  of  7,  we  have 

£  cos  m .  -^  4-  V  —  I  Seinm-  -^  =  a 
ft  «         * 

which  establishes  the  second  part  of'  the  theorem. 
Theorem  n. —  When  2p  is  not  a  multiple  of  j, 

zUinm'^\  =  if  (18) 

slooBm'^J=iq  (19) 

butj  when  2p  is  a  midtiple  of  g, 


r/8inm.?^y=0  (20) 

lloosm^^J^q  (21) 


\  2 

For  we  have,  for  any  angle  x, 

sin*  a:  =  J  —  ^  cos  2  rr 
and,  therefore, 

=  i  f  —  i^  eos  m .  SH 
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whxch,  by  Theorem  L,  gives  either  (18)  or  (20).    Again 

which  gives  either  (19)  or  (21). 

Theorem  HI. — For  all  integral  values  of  p  and  q  we  havej  from 
m  =  Otom  =  }  —  1, 

Tgin  m-^  cos  m-?^  =  0  (22) 

q  9 

for  this  is  the  same  as  the  quantity 

i  J8inm.l^  =  0 

82.  Now,  let  the  circle  be  read  off  by  a  pair  of  opposite  micro- 
ecopes,  A  and  JB,  at  any  number  of  equidistant  points.  The  circle 
is  thus  divided  into  a  number  of  equal  parts,  each  of  which  may 

be  denoted  by  — •  If  the  Irst  reading  corresponds  to  the  divi- 
sion z^j  the  subsequent  readings  will  correspond  to  z^  +  — » 
Zq+  2'—>  z^+Z »  kc.  to  z^+ (q  —  1)  —  Each  reading  fur- 
nishes an  equation  of  condition  of  the  form  (11),  giving,  therefore, 
the  following  system,  where  P  =  z^+  JE: 


n^=  a  -|-  26  sin  P 

n,=  a  -}-  26  8in|P-J j 


u  u        it 

u  u       a 


which  are  all  included  in  the  general  form 

m  being  taken  from  0  to  y  —  1. 
Developing  the  sine  in  the  second  member,  we  have 

n^  =  a  +  2e  sm  Pcos 1-  Ze  cosPsm 
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Li  this  form,  the  three  nnknown  quantities  are  a,  e  sin  P,  and 
ecoB  P.  The  final  eqaation  in  each  unknown  quantity,  according 
to  the  method  of  least  squares,  is  to  be  found  by  multiplying 
each  equation  of  condition  by  the  coefficient  of  the  unknown 
quantity  in  that  equation,  and  adding  together  the  products. 
This  process  gives,  by  the  aid  of  the  theorems  of  the  preceding 
article  (observing  that  here  p  =  1), 


qa  =z  2  n^ 


qe  Bin  P=  - 1  n^ 


cos 


2mn 
T 
2mn 


) 


(23) 


qe  cos  P=  £in^  sm J 


These  formulae  embrace,  as  a  particular  case,  the  solution  already 

Example. 

The  following  values  of  w  =B  —-A  were  obtained  from  the 
readings  of  two  opposite  microscopes  of  the  meridian  circle  of 
the  U.  S.  Naval  Academy: 


f 

n 

X 

n 

» 

n 

s 

n 

O" 

10".7 

90" 

—  20?'.5 

180<» 

—  21".8 

270" 

—   0".0 

10 

11  .6 

100 

20  .7 

190 

18  .8 

280 

1  .8 

20 

12  .8 

110 

21  .0 

200 

16  .4 

290 

2  .4 

80 

14  .7 

120 

21  .2 

210 

11  .8 

300 

4  .5 

40 

16  .8 

130 

22  .8 

220 

7  .8 

310 

5  .1 

50 

17  .3 

140 

24  .7 

230 

4  .3 

820 

7  .4 

60 

18  .5 

150 

28  .4 

240 

1  .9 

330 

9  .4 

70 

18  .1 

160 

22  .5 

250 

—  2  .0 

340 

11  .7 

80 

19  .7 

170 

22  .8 

260 

+  0  .8 

350 

11  .6 

2n 
We  have  here  a  =  86,  and  —  =  10* 


so  that is  successively 


0*»,  10*^,  20^,  4c.    We  find,  first,  by  taking  the  sum  of  all  the 
values  of  w, 

86  a  =  —  476".2  a  =  —  18".28 

and  hence  the  distance  of  the   microscope  B  from  A  was 
179^  69'  46".77. 

To  find  qe  sin  P,  we  multiply  each  n  by  the  cosine  of  the  angle 
to  which  it  belongs,  and  add  the  products.    In  like  manner. 
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qe^sos  P  is  fonnd  by  multiplying  each  n  by  tbe  sine  of  the  angle 
to  which  it  belongs,  and  adding  the  products.*  We  thus  form 
the  following  table,  in  which,  for  brevity,  we  put  ncosz 
and  nsinz  for  the  quantities  denoted  in  our  formulae  (23)  by 

n^  cos and  n^  sm  ——- 


9 

n  cos  g 

n  sin  f 

0" 

— 10".70 

—  0".00 

10 

— 11  .42 

2  .01 

20 

— 12  .03 

—  4  .88 

80 

—  12  .73 

—  7  .85 

40 

—  12  .49 

—  10  .48 

60 

—  11  .12 

—  18  .25 

60 

9  .25 

—  16  .02 

70 

—  6  .19 

—  17  .01 

80 

—  8  .42 

—  19  .40 

90 

0  .00 

—  20  .60 

100 

+  3  .59 

20  .89 

110 

+  7  .18 

—  19  .73 

120 

+  10  ,60 

—  18  .86 

130 

+  14  .66 

—  17  .47 

140 

+  18  .92 

—  16  .88 

150 

+  20  .26 

—  11  .70 

160 

+  21  .14 

7  .70 

170 

+  21  .96 

—  8  .87 

Sams 

+  28  .96 

—  225  .50 

I 

n  eos  2 

II 

sin  1 

180» 

+  21".80 

+ 

0".00 

190 

+  18  .02 

+ 

3  ,18 

200 

+  15  .41 

+ 

5  .61 

210 

+  10  .22 

+ 

5  .90 

220 

+  6  .98 

+ 

5  .01 

280 

+  2  .76 

+ 

3  .29 

240 

+  0  .95 

+ 

1  .65 

250 

+  0  .68 

+ 

1  .88 

260 

—  0  .05 

0  .30 

270 

0  .00 

0  .00 

280 

—  0  .23 

+ 

1  ,28 

290 

—  0  .82 

+ 

2  .26 

300 

—  2  .25 

+ 

3  .90 

310 

—  8  .28 

+ 

3  .91 

820 

—  5  .67 

+ 

4  .76 

330 

—  8  .14 

+ 

4  .70 

840 

—  10  .99 

+ 

4  .00 

350 

—  11  .42 



2  .01 

+  32  .97 

+ 

53  .04 

86«8inP=+    28'\96  +  32".97  =  +    61".93 
S6e  cosP=  —  225  .50  +  53  .04  =  —  172  .46 

P  =  im^  15' 

e  =     6".09 


log    1.7919 

log  n2.2367 

log  tan  P  n9.5552 


log  86  <e        2.2630 

Then,  since  z^  =  0®,  we  have  j&=2=  P,  and  each  reading  of  the 
microscope  A  requires  the  correction,  for  eccentricity, 

+  5".€9  sin  (z  +  160*  15')  (24) 


*  The  seyeral  products  may  be  taken  by  inspection  from  a  trayerse  table,  by  enter- 
ing the  table  with  the  angle  «  as  a  <*  bearing"  and  with  n  as  a  *' distance,"  and  talcing 
out  the  corresponding  << difference  of  latitude*'  and  "departure,"  which  will  be, 
respeetlTely,  the  products  required  In  forming  ^esin  P  and  qecos  P, 
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BlLIP^rKJtTY  OF  THE   PrVOT  OP  THE  ALIDADE. 

S3.  If  the  pivot  of  the  alidade  ia  the  horizontal  axis  of  a 
vertical  circle,  as  in  the  case  of  Bome  meridian  circles,  or  if,  as 
in  other  cases,  the  alidade  is  fixed  to  a  pier  while  the  pivot  of 
the  horizontal  axis  of  the  circle  revolves  in  a  V,  then  any  defect 
in  the  pivot,  which  renders  a  section  at  right  angles  to  its  axis 
oilier  than  a  circle,  will  cause  the  centre  of  the  alidade  to  vary 
its  distance  from  the  centre  of  the  graduated  circle  during  a 
revolution  of  the  instrument-  If  the  section  of  the  pivot  is  "any 
regular  figure,  the  variations  in  the  readings  of  a  single  micro- 
scope may  be  regarded  as  a  function  of  the  division  {z)  which  is 
under  the  microscope,  and  the  correction  of  this  reading  may  be 
denoted  by  f  (^).  The  correction  of  the  reading  of  the  opposite 
microscope  must  be  —  f  (z).  In  order  to  investigate  the  form  of 
the  pivot  without  involving  the  errors  of  eccentricity  or  of  gradua- 
tion, let  us  denote  the  correction  of  the  division  z  for  both  these 
errors  by  i^  (^)>  ^^^  that  of  the  division  180**  +  2,  which  is  under 
the  opposite  microscope,  by  o^  (180®  +  z).  Then,  A  and  JB  being 
the  readings  of  the  microscopes,  and  180®  +  a  their  constant 
distance  from  each  other,  we  have 

z'  =  z  +  A       +       f«+^W 
z'  =  z  +  B—  a   — ^(2r)+4  (180«>  +  z) 
whence 

0==^  —  ^  —  •  —  2sp(-?)  —  i(-?)+4'  (180^  +  z) 

Now,  let  the  division  180®  +  2r  be  brought  under  the  microscope 
A^  and  let  A^  and  B'  be  the  microscope  readings;  then  we  have 
the  true  reading  z"  by  the  equations 

s"  ==  180®  +Z  +  A'  +  sp(180®  +  z)+^  (180®  +  z) 

2"=  180    +Z  + 5'— a  — 5P(180®+2:)+4'('?) 

whence 

0  =  5'  —  X'  —  a  —  2  f  (180®  +z)  +  ^  (2r)  —  4,(180®  +  z) 
therefore,  if  we  put 

i(B---A  +  B'—A)  =  n' 
we  have 

n'=  a  +f(z)+  f  (180®  +  z)  (25) 

the  errors  of  eccentricity  and  of  graduation  being  wholly  elimi- 
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nated.  The  form  of  the  function  ^  is  yet  to  be  determined ; 
since,  however,  it  necessarily  returns  to  the  same  value  after  one 
complete  revolution,  we  may  assume  for  it  a  general  periodic 
series,  namely : 

f  (^)  =  /'  sin  {z  +  F*^  +  /"  sin  (2z  +  JP")  +  /'"  sin  (8^  +  J"")  +  &c. 

in  which/',  -P',/",  F",f"'j  -P'",  &c.  are  constants.  Hence  also 

f  (180^+ «) = -/'  Bin  {z+F'^+f*  sin  (2z+F")—f"  sin  (3z+ J?"")+  ^^ 

and 

f(^)  +  f(180<'  +  z)=2/"sin(22r+2?"0  +  2/'"8in(42r4-J'^)  +  &c.   (26) 

The  combination  of  two  readings  180®  apart  gives,  therefore, 
the  equation  of  condition 

n'  =  a  +  2/"  sin  (2  2r  +  F")  +  2/«^  sin  (4  2r  +  F'^  +  4c.      (27) 

If  we  have  read  the  circle  at  2q  equidistant  points,  so  that  the 
number  of  such  equations  is  q^  then  the  values  of  z  are  success- 

ively  0,  ^  ^. ii^,  and  the  general  fonn  of  the  equation 

of  condition  is 

n'^===a+2/''sin(m.  — +  2?''')  +  2/»^Bin(m.— +  i?'»^\  +  &c.    (28) 

m  being  taken  from  0  to  5^  —  1.  If  we  treat  these  equations  by 
the  method  of  least  squares,  we  shall  readily  find,  by  the  aid  of 
the  theorems  of  Art  81, 


Sr/"8in  2?"'=  r/n'^cos  m~  j 
j/"cosJF'"=l/n'^sin  m~\ 


(29) 
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Example. 

To  investigate  the  form  of  the  alidade  pivot  of  the  meridian 
circle,  in  the  example  of  Art.  82,  the  readings  there  given  are 
combined  as  follows : 


f 

B     A 

B'     A' 

0" 

—  ir.7 

—  21".8 

10 

11  .6 

18  .3 

20 

12  .8 

16  .4 

30 

14  .7 

11  .8 

40 

16  .8 

7  .8 

50 

17  .3 

4  .3 

60 

18  .5 

1  .9 

70 

18  .1 

—  2  .0 

80 

19  .7 

+  0  .3 

»' 

X 

B  —  A 

B'  —  A' 

»' 

16".25 

90» 

—  20".5 

—  0".0 

—  10".25 

14  .95 

100 

20  .7 

1  .3 

11  .00 

14.60 

110 

21  .0 

2  .4 

11  .70 

13  .25 

120 

21  .2 

4.5 

12  .85 

12  .05 

180 

22  .8 

6  .1 

13  .95 

10.80 

140 

24  .7 

7  .4 

16  .05 

10.20 

150 

28  .4 

9  .4 

16  .40 

10  .05 

160 

22  .5 

11  .7 

17  .10 

.9.70 

170 

22  .3 

11  .6 

16  .95 

Since  here  q  =  18,  the  sum  of  the  values  of  n'  gives 


18a  =  — 288M0 


a  =  — 18".28 


Then,  with  the  aid  of  a  traverse  table,  we  find  the  values  of 
n'  cos  2z  and  n'  sin  2Zj  as  below : 


9 

«i'eoi2( 

n'ain  2i 

0" 

— 16".25 

—  0".00 

10 

— 14  .05 

—  5  .12 

20 

— 11  .18 

—  9  .38 

80 

—   6  .63 

— 11  .48 

40 

—   2  .09 

— 11  .87 

50- 

+   1  .88 

—  10  .64 

60 

+   6.10 

8  .83 

70 

+   7  .70 

6  .46 

80 
Sams 

+  9  .12 

—  8  .32 

—  26  .40 

—  67  .10 

X 

n'coa2< 

«i'8!n2* 

90» 

+  10".25 

+    0".00 

100 

+ 10  .84 

+   8  .76 

110 

+    8  .96 

+    7  .52 

120 

+   6  .43 

+ 11  .13 

130 

+   2  .42 

+ 18  .74 

140 

—   2  .79 

+ 15  .81 

150 

—  8  .20 

+ 14  .20 

160 

— 18  .10 

+ 10  .99 

170 

— 15  .98 

+   5  .80 

—   1  .62 

+  82  .95 

l%f"fanF"=—    28".02 

log  nl.4475 

18/"coBJP"=+    15.85 

log   1.2000 

F"  =      299°  3^ 

log  tan  F"  nO.2475 

/"  =          1".79 

log  18/"    1.5078 

ToL.  n.— 4 
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Id  the  same  manner,  we  find,  from  the  sums  of  the  producjbs 
n'  COB  42  and  n'  sin  \z^ 

18/»^sinl?'*^=  +  0M5 

18/*^co8i^*^=  +  2".00 

¥''=      4M7' 

f^  =      0".ll 

Hence  we  have 

f  W +f  (180*^+  z)=8".68  sin  (2  ^+299^  800+0".22  sin  (4  z+i""  1 T)  (80) 

The  term  in  42:  is  so  small  that  we  may  suppose  that  it  proceeds 
from  the  accidental  errors  of  reading,  and  irreffularities  of  the 
pivot,  and  we  may,  therefore,  disregard  it,  as  well  as  the  subse- 
quent terms  in  6Zj  &c. 

Bessel  has  shown*  that  if  the  section  of  a  pivot  which  rests  in 
a  Y  is  an  ellipse,  the  centre  of  this  ellipse  will,  as  the  instrument 
revolves,  move  in  the  arc  of  a  circle  the  centre  of  which  is  the 
angular  point  of  the  V;  that  during  a  complete  revolution  the 
centre  of  the  ellipse  describes  this  arc  four  times, — ^twice  forwards 
and  twice  backwards;  and  that  the  effect  of  this  motion  upon 
the  reading  of  a  single  microscope  is  expressed  by  a  term  de- 
pending upon  2z. 

Hence,  the  last  term  of  (30)  being  neglected,  the  remaining 
term  may  be  regarded  as  the  effect  of  ellipticity  of  the  pivot,  and, 
since  we  must  then  have  f{z)  =  f  (180°  +z  ),  it  follows  that 

^  (z)  ==  1".79  sin  (2z  +  299*'  80')  (31) 

Upon  the  hypothesis  that  the  pivot  is  elliptical,  the  observed 
values  of  n'  should  satisfy  the  equation  (27),  which  in  the 
present  case  becomes 

n'  =  —  ir.28  +  8".58  sin  (2^  +  299<>  300 

at  least  within  the  errors  of  reading.  To  show  that  this 
hypothesis  explains  the  observations  in  the  present  case  suffi- 
ciently well,  the  following  comparison  is  made,  in  which  the 
value  of  n'  computed  by  the  preceding  formula  is  denoted  by 
(7,  the  observed  value  by  0,  the  residual  error,  or  0  —  C,  by  v. 

*  AiironowUiehe  Beohaehtum^m  oMf  der  SUmwarU  in  KSmg^htrgj  Vol.  I.  p.  xii. 
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\' 

0 

C 

V 

tw 

M 

90« 

0 

c 

V 

vt> 

i  0» 

—  le^M 

16".85 

+  0".10 

0.0100 

— 10^.26 

-10".  11 

—  0".14 

0.0196 

10 

14  .95 

15  .55 

-fO  .60 

.8600 

100 

11  .00 

10  .91 

—  0  .09 

.0081 

20 

14  .60 

14  .48 

-0  .12 

.0144 

110 

11  .70 

11  .98 

4-0  .28 

.0784 

80 

18  .25 

18  .26 

-f  0  .01 

.0001 

120 

12  .85 

18  .20 

+  0  .85 

.1225 

40 

12  .05 

12  .08 

—  0  .02 

.0004 

!l80 

18  .95 

14  .48 

+  0  .48 

.2804 

50 

10  ,80 

10  .95 

+  0  .16 

.0226 

140 

16  .06 

15  .51 

—  0  .54 

.2916 

'  60 

10  .20 

10  .15 

0  .05 

.0026 

150 

16  .40 

16  .81 

—  0  .09 

.0081 

70 

10  .06 

9  .71 

—  0  .84 

.1166 

160 

17  .10 

16  .75 

— 0  .86 

.1226 

80 

9  .70 

9  .70 

0  .00 

.0000 

170 

16  .95 

16  .76 

—  0  .10 

.0861 

.  If  we  denote  the  mean  error  of  a  single  observed  value  of  n' 
by  €,  we  have  (Appendix,  Method  of  Least  Squares)^  q  being  the 
number  of  observations, 


=V(S')=VHf=-- 


and  this  quantity  also  expresses  the  mean  error  of  a  single 
reading  of  one  microscope  of  this  instrument.  This  mean  error 
of  a  reading  was  also  found  by  comparing  a  number  of  successive 
readings  of  the  same  microscope  on  the  same  division,  which 
gave  0".36 :  so  that  the  agreement  of  the  above  computed  and 
observed  values  of  n'  is  even  closer  than  is  necessary  to  sustain 
the  hypothesis  of  an  elliptical  form  of  the  pivot.  It  is  also  evi- 
dent that  the  addition  of  the  term  0".22  sin  {4z  +  4°  17')  of  (30) 
would  but  slightly  reduce  the  mean  error  of  n'. 

34.  The  error  introduced  by  the  ellipticity  of  the  pivot,  like 
that  produced  by  the  eccentricity  of  the  circle,  is  fully  eliminated 
by  taking  the  mean  of  the  readings  of  a  pair  of  opposite  micro- 
scopes. If,  however,  the  arms  of  the  alidade,  carrying  the 
microscopes,  do  not  preserve  a  constant  inclination  to  the  horizon 
during  a  revolution  of  the  instrument,  the  readings  of  both 
microscopes  will  be  increased  or  diminished  by  the  whole 
amount  of  the  change  of  inclination,  and,  consequently,  their 
mean  will  involve  the  same  error.  A  level  placed  on  the  alidade 
is  usually  employed  to  determine  these  changes  of  inclination, 
and  the  readings  are  finally  corrected  according  to  its  indications. 

BBBORS   OF   GRADUATION. 

35.  Errors  of  graduation  of  a  divided  circle  may  be  either 
regular  or  oceidentaL 
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The  regular  or  periodic  errors  are  those  which  recur  at  regular 
intervals  according  to  some  law,  and  which  may,  therefore, 
be  expressed  as  functions  of  the  reading  itself.  Even  the  error 
of  eccentricity,  above  considered,  may  be  treated  as  such  a 
periodic  error  of  graduation,  since  its  effect  upon  the  reading 
{z)  is  the  same  as  if  the  graduation  everywhere  required  the 
correction  e  sin  {z  +  E),  The  sum  of  all  the  corrections  for  such 
periodic  errors,  regarded  as  a  function  of  the  reading  (r),  and 
denoted  by  '^  {z\  must  have  the  general  form 

4  (r)  =  u'  sin  {z  +  U')  +  t*"Bin  (2  r  +  U'')+  u'"  sin  (3 z  +  V")  +  &c.   (32) 

in  which  m',  ?7',  w",  ?7",  &c.  are  constants.  The  shorter  the 
period  of  any  error,  the  higher  is  the  multiple  of  z  in  the  term 
representing  it 

Now,  let  the  circle  be  read  by  q  microscopes  at  q  equidistant 
points,  namely,  at  all  the  points  expressed  by 

2ir 
z  =  2:  +  m .  — 

m  g 

m  being  taken  successively  0,  1,  2,  3 (y  —  1),  and  z  being 

the  reading  of  the  first  microscope ;  then  we  shall  have,  for  the 
correction  of  any  one  of  these  microscopes,  the  general  expression 

4(^J===u'8in/2+Cr'+m.?^\  +  «''sin/2^+J7''+m.-\  +  &c. 

The  discussion  of  this  series  will  be  abridged  if  we  express  it 
under  the  following  general  form : 

in  which  p  is  successively  1,  2,  8,  &c.,  and  I^  denotes  the  sum 
of  all  the  terms  thus  found.     Developing  the  sine,  this  gives 

4(^J==rtt<^>Bin(|)jr+r^'>)cosm.^+J«<'>cos(p2:+r<'>)8mm.?^ 

The  mean  of  the  q  microscopes  will,  therefore,  require  the  cor- 
rection 

-2:"''*4'(0  =  ~^,rw^'^sin(jj^  +  Cr<i'))."'*'*cosm.?^l 

q  M-o  q  'L  *"•  ^  J 


-fir  \u^p^  cos  {pz  +  Cr<'>) .  1"'  *  *Bin  m  -  ^1 
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But  we  have  (Art.  81),  fix)m  m  =  0  to  m  =  q  —  1,  2" sin m- ^^^  =  0 

in  all  eases ;  and  also  2*  cos  m  •  -^^— -  =  0,  except  when  p  is  a  mul- 

tiple  of  qy  or  p  =  rq,  in  which  case  this  latter  sum  is  equal  to  q. 
Hence  all  the  terms  of  the  above  expression  which  do  not  vanish 
are  expressed  by  the  formula 

I  Y''\  (o  =  -^  ^'^'  sin  (r^^  +  ^"'')  (33) 

q  m«0 

r  being  successively  the  integers  1,  2,  8 ;  whence  the  fol- 
lowing important  theorem:  The  terms  of  the  periodic  series  not 
eliminated  by  taking  the  mean  of  q  equidistant  microscopes  are  those 
only  which  involve  the  multiples  ofqz. 

Thus,  the  mean  of  two  microscopes  requires  a  correction  of 
the  form 

m"  sin  (2z  +  C7")  +  u»^  sin  (4^  +  U^^)  +  &c. ; 

the  mean  of  three  microscopes,  the  correction 

m'"  sin  (Zz  +  U")  +  u'»  sin  (6^  +  J7^)  +  Ac. ; 

the  mean  of  four  microscopes,  the  correction 

tt*^  sin  (42  +  U'^)  +  tt^«  sin  (82:  + 17^"»)  +  &c. 
&c.  &c. 

36.  The  values  of  the  terms  of  the  periodic  series  which  are 
eliminated  by  means  of  a  number  of  microscopes  may  be  found 
from  the  readings  of  these  microscopes  themselves.  Thus,  for 
two  microscopes,  the  readings  of  which  at  the  divisions  z  and 
£  +  180®  are  A  and  B^  and  whose  angular  distance  is  180®  +  a, 
fve  have 

zf  =  z  +  A  +4'(-?)  +f(^) 

/==2  +  j5  —  a  +  4('?  +  180°)  —  f  (z) 

\d.  which  f  (z)  is  the  correction  for  the  form  of  the  pivot  (Art  88). 
Hence,  putting  B  —  JL  =  w,  we  have 

n  =  tt  +  4  (2)  —  4*  (-?  +  180®)  +2^(z) 
But  we  have 

4  (z)  =  u'  sin  (j  +  U')  +  w"  sin  (2z  +  U")  -f  w"'  sin  (3  2  +  U"")  +  &o. 

and  hence,  substituting  z  +  180®  for  z, 

4<z+180®)=— u'8in(z  +  J7')+tt"8in(22r+  J7")— u'"8in(32:  +  Cr")+&c. 
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For  ip  {z)  we  have  already  found  the  form /"sin  (2e  +  F"\  and 
therefore  the  value  of  n  becomes 

n=a+2 w'8in(^+  Cr0+2/"8in  (2z+i^")+2tt'"Bin  (3j+  r7^'")+*c.  (34) 

The  readings  being  made  for  successive  values  of  z  expressed 

generally  by 

2ff 

we  have  j  equations  of  condition  of  the  form 

n^  =  a  +  2M'sin(m.  — 4.Cr')+2/"8in(»i.  — +  -P")  +  *C-  C^^) 

m  being  taken  equal  to  0,  1,  2,  3 ....  5  —  1,  successively.     The 
solution  of  these  equations  by  the  method  of  least  squares  gives 

qu'  sin  TJ'  =Iln^co8  7n — |=2:(n^cos  z^ 
qu'  cos  U'  =  -TI  n^  sin  m  —  J  =  J  (n^  sin  zj) 
qf  sin  F"  =  j/  n^ cos  m .  —  \  =  J  (n^  cos  2zJ 
qf*  cos  JP"  =  J"/  n^  sin  m .  —  )  =  r  (n^ sin  2^J 

jftt'^sin  ir'"=r/n^cosm.— j=r(n^co8  3zJ 

ju'" cos  ?7'"  =  j/ n^  sin  m .  -  )  =  J  (n^ sin  3zJ 
&c.  &c.  &. 

Example. 

The  values  of  n  given  on  page  45  for  thirty-six  readings  of  the 
Meridian  Circle  of  the  Naval  Academy  give,  by  the  preceding 
formulfle,  a  =  —  18".23  and 

U*  =  leo**  15',  F*'  =  299°  30',  U'"  =  68°  19^ 

tt'=      5".09,  /"=      r'.79,  w'"=    0".69 

The  diflference  of  the  readings  of  the  two  microscopes  A  and  B 
of  this  circle  is  therefore  represented  by  the  formula 

n  =  —  13".23  +  lO'MS  sin  {z  +  160°  15')  +  3".58  sin  (2^  +  299°  30') 

+  l".38sin(32+    68°  19') 
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of  which  the  terms  in  z  and  2^  of  course  agree  with  those  before 
found  for  the  eccentricity  and  for  the  ellipticitj  of  the  pivot  of 
the  alidade. 

If  now  we  compute  the  values  of  n  by  this  formula  for  every 
10®,  we  shall  find  that  they  agree  with  the  observed  values  given 
on  page  45  within  quantities  which  in  almost  every  instance 
are  less  than  1".  From  this  agreement  we  may  presume  that 
this  circle  is  very  accurately  graduated  throughout 

37.  In  a  similar  manner,  the  terms  of  the  periodic  series  which 
do  not  involve  the  multiples  of  4^  can  be  found  from  the  read- 
ings of  four  microscopes.  If  -4,  O,  JB,  D  are  these  readings  at 
the  divisions  2r,  2  +  90°,  z  +  180°,  z  +  270°  respectively,  and  if 
180°  +  a  is  the  distance  of  the  microscope  B  from  A^  while 
180°  +  T'  is  that  of  D  from  C,  then  the  mean  of  the  readings  of 
A  and  B  gives 

/  =  z  +  \{A  +  J?)~  Ja  +  J[^W+  4(^  +  180°)] 
=  2  +  J  (A  +  J5)  —  1  a  +  u"  sin  (2z  +  J7")  +  w^^sin  (4^:  + 17^)+ &c. 

and,  consequently  (exchanging  zioT  z  +  90°),  the  mean  of  the 
readings  of  C  and  D  gives 

/  =  ^  +  KC  +  -D)  —  J  r  —  w"  sin  (2i  +  XT')  +  u»^  sin  (4^  +  tr«0  — &a 
Taking  the  diflference  of  these  equations,  and  putting 

we  have  the  equation  of  condition 

n  =  iJ  -f  2u"  sin  (2^  +  W)  -f  2tt^« sin  (6z  +  U^)  +  &c.      (36) 

and  from  the  q  equations  of  this  form  we  derive  jS,  w",  f7",  &c. 
by  the  process  already  employed. 

The  terms  in  z  and  Zz  may  be  found  from  either  pair  of  micro- 
scopes as  in  the  preceding  article. 

38.  The  accidental  errors  of  graduation  are  those  which  follow 
no  regular  law,  and  may  with  equal  probability  occur  at  any 
given  division  with  either  the  positive  or  the  negative  sign.  An 
error  of  this  kind  in  any  division  is  to  be  regarded  as  peculiar  to 
that  division,  and,  therefore,  as  having  no  analytical  connection 
with  other  errors  of  the  same  kind.     The  use  of  a  number  of 
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microscopes  tends  to  reduce  the  effect  of  such  errors,  without 
entirely  eliminating  them ;  for  (as  in  Art.  24)  if  e  is  the  probable 
accidental  error  of  a  division,  the  probable  accidental  error  in 

the  mean  of  m  microscopes  will  be  — — 

The  general  character  of  the  graduation,  as  to  its  freedom 
from  accidental  errors,  may  be  judged  of  by  comparing  the 
values  of  the  n  of  the  preceding  articles,  computed  from  the 
terms  of  the  periodic  series,  with  their  observed  values.  The 
differences  will  be  composed  of  both  errors  of  reading  and  acci- 
dental errors,  which  may  be  separated  by  employing  an  inde- 
pendent determination  of  the  probable  error  of  reading.  Thus, 
if  we  have  n  =  J8  -—  -4,  and  have  found  the  probable  error  of  au 
observed  value  of  n  to  be  c,  and  then,  if  we  put 

Cj  ==  the  probable  error  of  a  single  reading, 
c,=   "         «  «        «    division, 

the  probable  error  of  either  A  or  B  will  be  \/{€^  +  e,*),  and  that 
of  B  —  A  will  be  i/2  (e^*  +  e,*),  whence 

*«=2(f/+0 

which  will  determine  c,  when  e  and  Ci  have  been  found. 

89.  The  accidental  error  of  any  division  of  the  circle  may  be 
directly  found  by  means  of  an  additional  microscope  which  can 
be  set  and  securely  clamped  at  any  given  distance  from  the 
regular  or  fixed  microscopes.  Let  us  denote  this  movable 
microscope  by  M^  and  let  it  be  proposed  to  determine  the  error 
of  the  division  z.  Bring  the  division  0°  under  the  microscope 
Aj  and  clamp  the  movable  microscope  M  over  the  division  z. 
Let  the  true  angular  distance  of  M  from  A  (which  is  as  yet 
unknown)  be  denoted  hj  z  +  fiy  and  let  the  readings  of  the  two 
microscopes,  referred  to  the  divisions  0  and  z  respectively,  be 
called  A  and  3f,  then,  z  denoting  the  nominal  value  and  z^  the 
true  value  of  the  arc  from  0  to  r,  we  shall  have 

z  +  ^^z'  +  M  —  A 
and  the  correction  of  the  graduation  z  will  be 

or  rather,  since  every  division  (and,  therefore,  0°  included)  may 
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be  regarded  as  in  error,  this  will  be  the  difference  of  the  correc- 
tions of  the  graduations  0  and  z,  and  we  may  write 

f  «  -  f  (0)  =  A  -  (M^A)  (37) 

in  which  f  {z)  denotes  the  total  correction  of  a  division  for  both 
periodic  and  accidental  errors.  The  periodic  errors  being  known 
from  previous  investigation,  the  accidental  error  may  be  separated. 
Now,  to  find  the  constant  distance  /Xj  we  resort  to  the  well 
known  method  of  repetition.  First,  bring  any  arbitrarily  selected 
division  Z  under  the  microscope  JL,  then  Z  -\-  z  will  be  under 
M;  let  the  readings  of  the  two  microscopes  be  A'  and  M'  re- 
spectively. Then  bring  the  division  Z  '\-  z  under  A^  and,  con- 
sequently, the  division  Z  +  2z  under  M,  and  let  the  readings  be 
A"  and  JHf ".  In  this  way,  let  m  repetitions  be  made,  the  micro- 
scope A  being  successively  placed  upon  the  divisions  Zj  Z  +  Zy 

Z  +  2Zy Z  +  {m  —  1)  ^,  and  M  successively  upon  Z  +  z, 

Z  +  2^,  Z  +  3^, Z  +  mz;  then  we  have,  as  in  (37), 


^(^+z)~f(^       =A-(^'  -A')    /^-'^''J^"^>J; 

^(Z+2z)-f(Z+     Z)  =  ;^-(ilf"~^")       //      '  .,  * 


'^ 


f(Z+»u)— f(^  +  (m —  !)-?)=  Ai--(Jf<">--^^S^Qr(iiUf.ya1a.^.> 

The  mean  of  all  these  equations  is 

If  the  number  m  is  large,  the  ?nth  part  of  the  difference  of  the 
accidental  errors  of  the  extreme  divisions  Z  and  Z  +  w^  may  be 
regarded  as  evanescent,  and  then,  if  we  regard  the  first  member 
as  composed  only  of  the  periodic  errors  already  found,  we  shall 
have 

fx  =  1  rcJf-  ^)  +  i  i^(Z+mz)-^{Z)-]  (38) 

where  the  function  -J/  denotes  a  periodic  error,  as  in  Art.  85.  If 
this  process  be  repeated  a  number  of  times,  each  time  commencing 
at  a  different  division,  the  mean  of  all  the  values  of  fi  may  be 
regarded  as  entirely  free  from  the  effect  of  the  accidental  errors 
of  the  first  and  last  divisions.  Thus,  fi  being  found,  the  correc- 
tion of  the  division  (z)  becomes  known  by  (37). 

2ir 

If  2:  is  an  aliquot  part  of  the  circumference  =  — ->  we  shall  have 
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f{Z+mz)==f  (Z)y  since  we  have  returned  to  the  same  divisiot ; 
and  the  value  of  ft  is  then  rigorously 

m 

Thus,  the  fixed  microscopes  themselves,  whose  distance  is  — » 

may  be  at  once  employed  in  this  manner  (without  an  additional 
microscope)  to  determine  the   errors  of  the  divisions  whose 

mutual  distance  is  — •    If  then  we  have  four  fixed  microscopes 

and  one  movable  one  J!f  placed  at  the  distance  z  from  A,  we  shall 
be  able  to  find :  Ist,  the  errors  of  the  four  cardinal  dinsions  0®, 
90°,  180°,  and  270°,  by  the  fixed  microscopes ;  2d,  the  errors  of 
the  divisions  z,  90°  +  z,  180°  +  z,  270°  +  z,  by  placing  the  micro- 
scope  A  successfully  upon  0°,  90°,  180°,  and  270°,  and  reading  J!f; 
8d,  the  errors  of  the  divisions  90°  —  z,  180°  —  ^,  270°  —  z,  and 
860°  —  z,  by  placing  M  successively  upon  90°,  180°,  270°,  and 
860°,  and  reading  A,  Thus,  after  the  errors  of  the  four  cardinal 
divisions  are  known,  the  operation  just  described  gives  the  errors 
of  eight  divisions.  A  second  operation  with  the  microscope  M 
at  the  distance  z^  from  A  gives  in  like  manner  the  errors  of  eight 
more  divisions,  dr  ^j,  90°  ±  z^^  180°  db  ^„  270°  ±  z^ ;  and,  more- 
over, the  errors  of  the  divisions  ±i  z  ±  z^^  90°  ±:  z  ±  z^^  180°  d:  z 
zb  z^y  270°  ±  2  ±:  ^1,  by  placing  the  microscope  A  over  ±  r, 
90°  ±L  2,  &c.  successively  while  M  is  over  ±:  z  +  z,,  90°  ±  2:  +  2:^, 
&c.,  or  placing  M  over  ±  z^  90°  ±  z,  &p.  successively  while  A  is 
over  ±L  z  —  Zj,  90°  ±  z  —  Zj,  &c.  By  judiciously  combining  all 
the  observations  of  this  kind,  the  corrections  of  each  degree  of 
the  circle  may  be  found. 

In  order  to  eliminate  the  effect  of  changes  in  the  angular 
distance  of  the  fixed  and  movable  microscopes  occurring  during 
the  observations  and  produced  chiefly  by  changes  of  temperature, 
it  is  proper  to  repeat  each  series  of  observations  at  a  given  dis- 
tance z  backioardSy  commencing  this  repetition  by  placing  the 
movable  microscope  M  over  the  last  division  Z  +  mz  and  the 
fixed  one  A  over  Z  +  {m  —  1)  z,  and  so  returning  to  the  first 
assumed  division  Z.  Also  the  readings  on  the  eight  divisions  to 
be  determined  should  be  made  several  times,  say,  once  before 
the  first  or  forward  repetition  series,  again,  between  the  two 
repetition  series,  and  finally,  after  the  second  or  backward  repe- 
tition series.     Thus,  the  whole  operation  will  embrace 
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Ist.  Observations  on  the  eight  divisions, 

2d.    Repetition  Bevies  foruoards, 

Sd.    Observations  on  the  eight  divisions^ 

4th.  Bepetition  series  backwards^ 

5th.  Observations  on  the  eight  divisions. 

By  this  symmetrical  arrangement,  the  mean  of  the  three  deter- 
minations of  the  errors  of  the  eight  divisions  corresponds  to  the 
mean  state  of  the  apparatus  as  found  from  the  mean  of  the  two 
repetition  series.* 

THE  FILAR   MICROMETER. 

40.  For  the  measurement  of  small  angles,  not  greater  than 
the  angular  breadth  of  the  field  of  the  telescope,  graduated  cir- 
cles may  be  wholly  dispensed  mth,  and  a  micrometer  attached 
to  the  eye  end  of  the  telescope  may  be  substituted  with  great 
advantage  both  in  respect  of  accuracy  and  facility  of  manipular 
tion.  Indeed,  for  many  purposes  to  which  the  micrometer  is 
adapted,  divided  circles  are  entirely  out  of  the  question;  for 
example,  the  measurement  of  the  angular  distance  between  the 
two  components  of  a  double  star. 

Micrometers,  however,  are  very  frequently  used  in  combina- 
tion with  graduated  circles ;  as  in  the  meridian  circle. 

41.  The  filar  micrometer  is  the  same  in  principle  as  the  micro- 
meter employed  in  the  reading  microscope  (Art.  21),  only  more 
elaborate  and  complete  when  intended  to  be  used  at  the  focus 
of  a  large  telescope.  It  is  variously  constructed,  according  to 
the  instrument  with  which  it  is  to  be  connected.  A  very  com- 
mon form  which  involves  the  essential  features  of  all  the  others 
is  sketched  in  Plate  U.  Fig.  3,  where  the  outside  plate  and  the 
eye  piece  are  removed  and  the  field  of  view  exhibited.  The 
plate  aa  is  permanently  attached  to  the  eye  end  of  the  telescope 
tube  at  right  angles  to  the  optical  axis.  The  plate  66,  carrying 
the  thread  mm^  slides  upon  «a,  and  is  moved  by  the  screw  -B. 
The  plate  cc,  carrying  the  thread  wn,  slides  upon  66,  and  is 
moved  by  the  screw  C.     The  threads  are  at  right  angles  to  the 

*  This  process,  irhich  is  due  to  Bessel,  will  be  found  more  fully  discussed  in  the 
Kwigthtrg  Observations,  Vol.  VII.,  and  in  the  Astron.  JVaeA.,  Nos.  481  and  482.  See 
alio  C.  A.  F.  Pbtees,  Untersuchung  dtr  ThtUungsfthUr  des  Ertelschen  Vertiealkreises 
dtr  Pulkovaer  StemwarU  (St.  Petersburg,  1848) ;  and  Hansen  in  the  Astron.  Nach.t 
No.  388. 
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direction  of  the  motion  produced  by  the  screws.  Their  dis- 
tance apart  is  changed  only  by  the  screw  C,  which  carries  a  large 
graduated  head,  by  means  of  which  this  distance  is  measured. 
The  screw  B  merely  shifts  the  whole  apparatus  66,  so  that  tlie 
threads  may  be  carried  to  any  part  of  the  field  of  view.  A 
notched  scale  in  the  field  of  view,  the  notches  of  w^hich  are  at 
the  same  distance  apart  as  the  threads  of  the  screw  Q  is  at- 
tached either  to  the  plate  66,  or  to  the  plate  cc  (in  the  figure,  to 
the  latter) ;  in  either  case  the  number  of  notches  between  the 
threads  indicates  the  whole  number  of  revolutions  of  the  screw 
by  which  the  threads  are  separated,  while  the  graduated  head 
of  G  indicates  the  fraction  of  a  revolution.  Finally,  at  least 
one  thread  is  stretched  across  the  middle  of  the  field  at  right 
angles  to  the  micrometer  threads:  sometimes  three  or  more 
equidistant  and  parallel  threads ;  these  are  usually  attached  to 
the  plate  66.  In  micrometer  measures  the  thread  mm  usually 
remains  fixed  while  7m  moves :  the  former  is  therefore  usually 
called  the  Jixed  thread,  and  the  latter  the  movable  thread.  The 
threads  at  right  angles  to  these  are  called  transverse  threads; 
sometimes  transit  threads. 

That  portion  of  the  telescope  to  which  the  micrometer  is  im- 
mediately attached  is  a  tube  which  both  slides  and  revolves 
within  the  main  tube  of  the  telescope,  so  that  (by  sliding)  the 
plane  of  the  threads  may  be  accurately  placed  in  the  focus  of 
the  object  glass,  and  (by  revolving)  the  threads  may  be  made  to 
take  any  required  direction. 

To  measure  directly  the  angular  distance  between  two  objects 
whose  images  are  seen  in  the  field,  we  have  first  to  revolve  the 
whole  micrometer  until  the  middle  transverse  thread  passes 
through  the  two  objects ;  then,  bringing  the  fixed  thread  upon 
one  of  the  objects  and  the  movable  thread  upon  the  other,  the 
distance  is  at  once  obtained  in  revolutions  and  parts  of  a  revolu- 
tion of  the  micrometer  screw.  This  measure  is  then  to  be  re- 
duced to  seconds  of  arc,  fbr  which  purpose  the  angular  value 
of  a  revolution  of  the  screw  must  be  known. 

42.  To  find  the  angular  value  of  a  revolution  of  the  micrometer 
screw, — This  value  evidently  depends  not  only  upon  the  distance 
of  the  threads  of  the  screw,  but  also  upon  the  focal  length  of 
the  telescope,  since  the  greater  the  focal  length,  the  larger  will 
be  the  image  of  any  given  object. 
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A  FIRST  METHOD  of  finding  the  value  of  the  screw  is,  there- 
fore, to  measure  the  focal  length,  -F,  of  the  object  glass,  and  the 
distance,  w,  between  the  threads  of  the  screw  (which  is  done  bv 
counting  the  number  of  threads  to  an  inch) ;  theti,  if  li  denotes 
the  angular  value  of  a  revolution,  we  have 

tVLuiB=^  or  B=      ^  (39) 

as  is  evident  from  Fig.  2,  p.  18,  where  we  may  suppose  rfZ,  at 
the  focus  of  the  lens  AB^  to  be  the  space  through  which  the 
micrometer  thread  is  moved  by  a  revolution  of  the  screw,  and 
the  angular  breadth  of  the  object  Di,  of  which  dl  is  the  image, 
to  be  I)CL  =  ICdy  and  Cm  =  Fydl  =  m. 

43.  Second  Method. — Measure  with  the  micrometer  any  pre- 
viously known  angle  Ay  and  let  M  be  the  number  of  revolutions 
of  the  screw  in  the  measure;  then,  assuming  that  the  middle 
point  of  A  is  observed  in  the  middle  of  the  field, 

„       2  tan  M  ,  -A  ..^. 

tan  B  = or,  nearly,  B  =  —-  (40) 

M  M 

The  sun's  apparent  horizontal  diameter  (see  Vol.  I.  Art.  134) 
may  be  used  for  the  angle  A^  if  the  field  is  sufficiently  large  to 
embrace  the  whole  image  of  the  sun,  which,  however,  is  the 
case  only  with  small  instruments,  or  with  low  magnifying  powers. 

The  constellation  of  the  Pleiades  furnishes  pairs  of  stars  at 
various  distances,  suited  to  instruments  of  various  capacities : 
and  Bkssel  determined  their  distances  with  verj^  great  accuracy 
with  a  view  to  this  as  well  as  other  applications.* 

The  angle  A  in  (40)  is  the  apparent  angular  distance  measured, 
80  that,  when  two  stars  are  employed,  their  apparent  distance 
must  be  computed  by  subtracting  the  correction  for  refraction, 
for  which  see  Chapter  X, 

44.  Third  Method. — ^Point  the  telescope  at  a  star,  and  let  the 
micrometer  be  revolved  so  that  the  transverse  thread  will  coin- 
cide with  the  apparent  path  of  the  star  in  its  diurnal  movement, 
and  the  fixed  micrometer  thread  will  represent  a  declination 
circle.  Place  the  movable  thread  at  any  number  3f  of  revolutions 

*  BkS8KL*8  AttronwrUaehe  Untirfuehwnffen^  Vol.  I.  p.  209. 
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from  the  fixed  thread,  and  note  the  timeB  of  transit  of  the  star 
over  those  threads  by  the  sidereal  clock,  the  telescope  remaining 
fixed  during  the  whole  observation.  Denote  the  sidereal  in- 
terval between  these  times  by  /,  the  declination  of  the  star  by 
dy  the  true  angular  interval  of  the  threads  by  i;  then  (as  will  be 
proved  in  the  theory  of  the  transit  instrument)  we  shall  find  t  by 
the  formula 

sin  I  :=.  sin  /  cos  d  (41) 

or,  when  the  star  is  not  within  10**  of  the  pole, 

t  =  /  cos  ^  (41*) 

after  which  the  value  of  a  revolution  of  the  screw  in  seconds  of 
arc  is  found  by  the  formula 

^  _  W  .•  _  15Jcoe£ 
M  M 

For  extreme  precision,  the  correction  for  refraction  should  be 
applied  to  i;  but  if  the  observations  are  made  near  the  meridian 
the  correction  will  rarely  be  appreciable. 

We  may  in  this  process  dispense  with  the  use  of  the  fixed 
thread  by  setting  the  movable  thread  successively  at  diiferent 
points  in  the  field,  and  noting  the  times  of  transit  of  the  star 
over  it  together  with  the  number  of  revolutions  of  the  screw 
between  the  successive  positions.  In  this  way  the  regularity  of 
the  screw  may  be  tested  throughout  its  whole  length.  If  the 
star  is  very  near  the  pole,  each  observation  should  be  compared 
with  that  made  near  the  middle  of  the  field,  and  the  true  inter- 
vals computed  by  the  formula  sin  i  =  sin  I  cos  3. 

This  method  is  applicable  in  all  cases  where. the  micrometer 
can  be  revolved  so  as  to  place. the  fixed  and  movable  threads  in 
the  direction  of  a  declination  circle.  If  the  telescope  is  equa- 
torially  mounted,  this  can  be  done  m  all  positions  of  the  instru- 
ment, and  the  star  may  be  in  any  part  of  the  heavens ;  but  a 
slow  moving  star  near  the  meridian  is  to  be  preferred,  if  we 
wish  to  avoid  the  correction  for  refraction. 

The  times  of  transit  are  supposed  to  be  observed  by  a  sidereal 
clock,  the  rate  of  which  if  it  is  large  should  be  allowed  for.  If 
the  time  is  noted  by  a  mean  time  clock,  the  mean  intervals  are 
to  be  converted  into  sidereal  intervals  (Vol.  I.  Art.  49). 
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46.  If  the  micrometep  is  attached  to  an  instmment  designed 
only  for  the  measurement  of  zenith  distances,  or  differences  of 
zenith  distance  (as  in  the  case  of  the  Zenith  Telescope),  the 
movable  threads  being  always  perpendicular  to  a  vertical  circle^ 
we  can  still  employ  this  method  of  transits,  by  observing  the 
pole  star,  or  any  star  near  the  pole,  at  the  time  of  its  greatest 
elongation.  At  this  time  the  vertical  circle  of  the  star  is  tangent 
to  its  diurnal  circle,  and,  consequently,  the  micrometer  thread 
will  coincide  in  direction  with  this  declination  circle,  as  required 
in  the  preceding  method.  If  the  instrument  is  not  moved  in 
azimuth  during  the  star's  transit  through  the  field,  the  formula 
for  computing  the  interval  i  from  the  sidereal  interval  I  is  still, 
as  in  the  trarisit^instrument,  sinf  =  sin  /  cos  ^;  but  it  must  be 
observed  that  this  formula  here  applies  strictly  only  to  the  case 
where  the  thread  is  at  one  time  at  the  point  of  greatest  elonga- 
tion, and  therefore  each  observation  should  be  compared  with 
that  taken  nearest  the  computed  time  of  elongation.  To  find 
this  time,  we  first  find  the  hour  angle  i  of  the  star  by  the  for- 
mula (Vol.  L  Art.  18) 

cos  t  =  cot  d  tan  ^ 

in  which  f  is  the  latitude  of  the  place   of  observation;    and 
then,  a  being  the  star's  right  ascension,  we  have 

Sid.  T.  of  gr.  elongation  =  o^  ±t 

the  lower  sign  for  the  eastern  elongation. 

If  the  instrument  is  slowly  moved  in  azimuth  as  the  star 
crosses  the  field,  so  as  to  make  each  observation  of  a  transit  in 
the  middle  of  the  field,  the  vertical  distances  between  the  differ- 
ent positions  of  the  movable  thread  are,  rigorously,  differences 
of  zenith  distance,  and  the  formula  for  the  transit  instrument  is 
no  longer  strictly  applicable.  I  shall  show,  however,  that  it  is 
practically  sufficiently  exact.  Let  the  zenith  distance,  hour 
angle,  and  -azimuth  of  the  star  at  the  elongation  be  denoted  by 
2^  t^  and  Aq  respectively ;  those  for  any  observation  by  Zy  t,  A ; 
and  let  A^  and  A  be  reckoned  from  the  elevated  pole.  At  the 
time  of  the  observation,  the  star,  the  zenith,  and  the  pole  form 
an  oblique  spherical  triangle,  and  we  have  the  general  relations 

cos  d  cos  t  =:  cos  f  cos  z  —  sin  ^  sin  z  cosii 
cos  d  sin  t  =  sin  z  Bin  A 
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At  the  elongation  the  triangle  becomes  right  angled  at  the  star, 
and  we  have 

cos  t^  =  cos  z^  BxnA^ 

,    ^       sin  2^      cos  ^.  cos  A 

BID  t  =  2  = ^ « 

*       cos  ^  Bin  ^ 

From  these  we  deduce 

cos  ^  sin  f^cos  t  =  sin  ar^cos  z  —  cos  ar^sin  z  cos  ii^  cos  A 
cos  3  cos  t^  sin  t  =  cos  ^^  sin  z  sin  A^  sin  A 

the  diflference  of  which  gives 

cos  3  sin  (t  —  ^o)  =  —  ^^^  -^0 ^^^  '^  +  ^^®  ^o^^^  -2:  cos  (A^  — A) 

=  sin  (z  —  z^)  —  2  cos  z^  sin  z  sin'  i  (A^  — A) 

where,  if  we  neglect  the  last  term  and  denote  t  —  t^hy  J,  and 
z  —  Zf^hy  i,  we  have  the  formula  for  the  transit  instrument  To 
obtain  an  expression  for  this  last  term,  we  take  the  relations 

sin  z  cobA  =  cos  ^  sin  d  —  sin  f  cos  d  cost 
sin  ^  sin  J.  =  cos  d  sin  t 


and  combine  them  with 

cos  A^  : 

cos  8       sin  S  cos  t„ 

sm  A^  = =  — ; 2 

*      cos  f  sm  ^ 


sin  d  sin  t^ 


sin  z  sin(i4,—  il)=  sin  ^  cos  ^  —  sin  ^  cos  d  coa(t  —  t^) 

=  sin  2^sin*i(e  — g 

Thus  sin  (A^  —  A)  is  very  nearly  proportional  to  the  square  of 
sin  ^  {i  —  to),  and  is,  consequently,  so  small  that  we  may  put 
sin  ^  {Aq  —  -^)  =  J  sin  (^p  —  A)  in  the  last  term  of  the  above  for- 
mula. We  may  also  in  so  small  a  term  put  z^  for  z.  Making  these 
substitutions,  and  writing  /  and  i  for  <  —  ^,  and  2  —  ;^o,  we  find 

sin  t  =  sin  I  cos  ^  +  3  cot  z^  sin*  2  d  sin* }  /  (43) 

Since  not  only  sin  ^  J  is  a  small  quantity,  but  also  sin  2^,  it  is 
evident  that  the  last  term  will  be  inappreciable  in  all  practical 
cases.  Thus,  for  the  pole  star,  d  =  88°  30'  and  7=80"'  =  7°  30', 
this  term  is  only  0".0062cot^,>. 
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For  either  method  of  observation,  therefore,  we  can  regard 
the  formula  sin  i  =  sin  /cos  d  as  entirely  rigorous. 

But  in  either  method  we  must  correct  the  computed  interval  i 
for  refraction.  This  computed  interval  is  the  difterence  of  tho 
true  zenith  distances  at  the  two  instants  of  transit,  and  the 
micrometer  interval  M  represents  the  difference  of  the  apparent 
zenith  distances  at  these  instants ;  hence,  if  r  and  r©  are  the  re- 
fractions for  the  zenith  distances  z  and  z^  we  shall  have 

jl  ^^  —  (r  —  r,)  ^z  -  z^  —  (r  -  rj 
M  M 

If  we  put 

Ar  =  the  difference  of  refraction  for  1'  of  zenith  distance, 

we  shall  have 

r  —  r^  =  (z  —  z;)^r 

or,  very  nearly, 

r  —  To  =  MB  Ar 
and,  consequently, 

B  =  ^^Il.Ar  (44) 


The  value  of  Ar  may  be  taken  from  the  refraction  table  for  the 
zenith  distance  at  the  elongation,  which  will  be  found  by  the 
formula 


Bin  ^ 


'      sm  ^ 

An  example  of  this  method  will  be  given  in  the  chapter  on 
the  Zenith  Telescope. 

46.  Fourth  Method. — The  angular  distance  of  two  threads  in 
the  focus  of  a  telescope  may  be  directly  measured  with  a  theodo- 
lite. We  have  seen  (Art.  4)  that  the  rays  which  diverge  from 
the  focus  and  fall  upon  the  object  glass  emerge  from  this  glass 
in  parallel. lines.  If  then  these  emerging  rays  be  received  by 
the  lens  of  another  telescope,  they  will  be  converged  by  the 
latter  lens  to  its  principal  focus,  where  they  will  form  an  image 
of  the  point  from  which  they  diverged.  Hence,  if  two  telescopes 
are  placed  with  their  optical  axes  in  the  same  straight  line  and 
with  their  objectives  turned  towards  each  other,  we  may  in 
either  telescope  see  the.  images  of  threads  at  the  principal  focxis 
of  the   other.     If  our  second  telescope  is  connected  with  a 

Vol.  II.— 6 
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vertical  or  horizontal  circle,  as  in  the  theodolite,  the  circle  may 
be  used  to  measure  the  angular  distance  of  the  threads  in  the 
first. 

First— If  the  micrometer  threads  are  horizontal,  that  is,  per- 
pendicular to  the  vertical  plane  (as  in  the  meridian  circle  when 
the  micrometer  is  arranged  to  measure  differences  of  zenith 
distance  or  of  declination),  the  telescopes  may  have  any  inclina- 
tion to  the  horizon,  and  the  angular  distance  of  two  threads  will 
be  directly  measured  by  moving  the  theodolite  telescope  in  the 
vertical  plane  and  bringing  its  cross-thread  successively  into 
coincidence  with  the  images  of  the  two  micrometer  threads. 
Denoting  the  difference  of  readings  of  the  vertical  circle  in  the 
two  positions  by  A,  and  the  number  of  revolutions  of  the  micro- 
meter screw  between  the  threads  by  J!f,  we  have  tan  B  = =^^ — » 

A  -^ 

or,  very  nearly,  i?  =  ^« 

Secondly, — ^If  the  micrometer  threads  are  parallel  to  a  vertical 
plane  (as  in  the  meridian  circle  when  the  micrometer  is  arranged 
to  measure  differences  of  right  ascension),  the  theodolite  is  placed 
as  before,  and  the  angular  distance  of  the  threads*  is  measured 
with  the  horizontal  circle.  But,  in  this  case,  if  the  telescopes 
are  inclined  to  the  horizon  by  the  angle  y  (which  is  obtained 
from  the  vertical  circle  of  the  theodolite),  the  angular  distance  A, 
read  on  the  horizontal  circle,  will  exceed  that  of  the  threads  in 
the  ratio  1 :  cos  y  (see  the  theory  of  the  altitude  and  azimuth 

.A.  cos  Y 

instrument) :  so  that  we  shall  then  have  R  =  — -j-=r^- 
This  ingenious  method  was  suggested  by  Gauss.* 

47.  FiPTH  Method. — ^When  the  telescope  is  connected  with  a 
graduated  vertical  circle  and  its  micrometer  is  arranged  to  mea- 
sure differences  of  zenith  distance,  the  value  of  the  screw  may 
be  found  by  means  of  this  vertical  circle  as  follows.  Let  the  tele- 
scope be  directed  towards  the  nadir  and  looking  into  a  basin  of 
mercury  immediately  under  it.  The  rays  which  diverge  from  a 
thread  in  the  focus  of  a  telescope  emerge  from  the  objective  in 
parallel  lines;  they  are  therefore  reflected  by  the  mercury  in 

*  In  1828,  Aitron.  Kach.j  Vol.  II.  p.  871.  Rittknhouse  had  previoualy  (io  1785) 
pointed  out  the  prooticability  of  observing  the  threads  of  ona  telescope  through 
another  directed  towards  the  objective  of  the  first,  in  ihe  Transac*ioH9  of  the  American 
I'haotcphieal  Society,  Vol.  II.  p.  181. 
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parallel  lines,  so  that  they  must  be  converged  by  the  objective 
again  to  the  focus,  where  they  form  an  image  of  the  thread.  It 
is  evident  that  the  distance  of  the  reflected  images  of 
two  micrometer  threads  will  be  the  same  as  that  of 
the  threads  themselves.  Let  then  EO^  Fig.  14,  be  a 
vertical  line  drawn  through  the  centre  0  of  the  ob- 
jective, and  suppose  the  fixed  and  movable  threads  n 
and  m  to  be  at  the  same  angular  distance  from  EO^ 
on  opposite  sides  of  it,  or  EOn  ==  EOm.  Then  the 
rays  from  n,  after  passing  through  the  objective,  form 
a  system  of  rays  parallel  to  nO^  and,  after  reflection 
from  the  mercury  (the  surface  of  which  is  perpen- 
dicular to  EO)y  form  a  sjj'stem  of  rays  parallel  to  Ow, 
and  therefore  the  reflected  image  of  n  is  seen  at  m. 
For  the  same  reason,  the  reflected  image  of  m  is  seen  at  n.  Now 
let  the  telescope  be  revolved  through  an  angle  equal  to  EOn^  so 
as  to  make  the  line  nO  a  vertical  line ;  then  .the  image  of  n  will 
be  found  in  tha  vertical  line,  and  will,  consequently,  be  seen  in 
coincidence  with  n  itself.  And  if  the  telescope  is  revolved  in  the 
opposite  direction  through  an  angle  equal  to  EOm^  the  image  of  m 
i^ill  be  brought  into  coincidence  with  itself.  Hence  the  whole 
angular  motion  {A)  of  the  telescope,  as  measured  by  th^  vertical 
circle,  between  the  two  positions  in  which  n  and  m  are  seen  in 
coincidence  with  their  own  reflected  images,  respectively,  is  the 
required  angular  distance  of  the  threads ;  and,  the  number  of 
revolutions  of  the  micrometer  screw  between  them  being  3/,  we 

have,  as  in  other  cases,  -R  =  ij?' 

We  may,  however,  dispense  with  the  use  of  the  fixed  thread 
in  this  process.  Let  the  movable  thread  be  placed  in  any  part 
of  the  field,  bring  it  into  coincidence  with  its  reflected  image  by 
revolving  the  telescope,  and  read  the  circle.  Then  place  it  in 
any  other  part  of  tlie  field,  bring  it  iuto  coincidence  with  its 
reflected  image,  and  read  the  circle.  The  thread  having  been 
moved  through  M  revolutions,  and  the  diflTerence  of  the  circle 
readings  being  A,  we  find  B.  as  before. 

In  order  that  the  reflected  images  of  the  threads  may  be 
visible,  it  is  found  necessary  to  throw  light  down  the  tube,  that 
ia,  from  the  ocular.  For  this  purpose,  one  of  the  eye  pieces 
I  called  a  coUimating  ov  nadir  eye  piece)  is  furnished  with  a  reflector, 
placed  at  an  angle  of  45°  with  the  optical  axis,  which  receives 
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light  from  a  lamp  held  on  one  side  and  reflects  it  down  the  tube. 
This  reflector  is  sometimes  placed  within  the  eye  piece,  between 
the  two  lenses ;  the  light  is  then  received  through  an  aperture 
in  the  side  of  the  eye  tube,  and  the  reflector,  if  made  of  metal, 
is  perforated  in  the  centre  in  order  that  the  field  may  be  visible. 
A  better  plan  is  to  place  a  small  piece  of  very  thin  mica  outside 
the  eye  piece,  between  the  outer  lens  and  the  eye,  and  at  an 
angle  of  45®  with  the  axis.  The  mica,  being  transparent,  does 
not  interfere  with  the  view  of  the  field,  and  is  at  the  same  time 
a  very  perfect  reflector.  This  plan  has  the  advantage  that  the 
mica  reflector  may  be  temporarily  applied  to  any  of  the  eye  pieces 
in  actual  use. 

A  mercury  reflector  used,  as  in  this  case,  to  give  reflected 
images  of  the  threads,  we  shall  hereafter  designate  as  a  mercury 
collimator.* 

48.  Effect  of  temperature  upon  the  value  of  a  ra'olution  of  the 
micrometer  screw. — Changes  of  temperature  affect  the  angular 
value  of  a  revolution  of  the  screw  in  two  ways :  firsts  by  changing 
the  absolute  length  of  the  screw  itself;  secondly  ^  by  changing  the 
figure  of  the  objective,  and  thereby  also  the  focal  length.  Per- 
haps we  should  add,  also,  the  almost  evanescent  change  in  the 
focal  length  resulting  from  a  change  in  the  refractive  power  of 
the  glass.  The  whole  effect,  however,  is  very  small,  and  may  be 
assumed  to  be  proportional  to  the  change  of  temperature:  so 
that,  if  Rq  is  the  value  of  a  revolution  of  the  screw  for  an 
assumed  temperature  r^,,  R  the  value  for  any  given  temperature 
r,  we  have 

E^=  i2  +  i2(r  -  r,)x  =  i2[l  +  (r-To)a;]  (45) 

in  which  x  is  to  be  determined  so  as  to  satisfy  the  observed  values 
of  R  at  different  temperatures  as  nearly  as  possible,  which  is 
done  by  the  method  of  least  squares. 

ExAMPLE.-^Suppose  the  following  values  of  R  have  been 
observed : 

R  =  26".  557,       26".532,       26".529,       26".500,        26".498, 
forT=     10°  30°  40°  62°  75°  (Fahr.) 

*  The  use  of  the  mercury  collimator  in  connection  with  the  nadir  eye  piece  was 
introduced  by  Bohnenberqbb  in  1825 :  v.  Astron.  Hack.,  Vol.  IT.  p.  827. 
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and  it  is  proposed  to  determine  jRq  for  r^  =  50®.     We  shall  have 

the  equations 

iK^=  26"  567(1— 40  a:) 

jBo  =  26  .532  (1  —  20  x) 

i?^=26  .529(1  —  10  a:) 

B^  =  26  .500  (1  +  12  x) 

R^  =  26  .498  (1  +  25  x) 

Let  us  assume  jRq=  26.5  +  y  ;  these  equations  hecome 

■ 

1062  x  +  y  —  0".057  =  0 
531  j:  +  y  —  0  .032  =  0 
265a:  +  y  —  0  .029  =  0 

—  818  a:  +  y  +  0  .000  =  0 

—  662a:  +  y  +  0  .002  =  0 

Hence,  hy  the  usual  process  in  the  method  of  least  squares,  we 
find  the  normal  equations 

2019398  a:  +  878  y  —  86".535  =  0 
878a:  +      5y  —    0  .116  =  0 
whence 

x  =  +  0.0000355  y  =  +  0".017 

and,  consequently,  jR^,  =  26".617,  and 

26".517 


R  = 


1  +  0.0000355  (r  —  50*^) 
As  the  coefficient  of  r  —  50°  is  so  small,  we  may  take 

R  =  26".517  [1  —  0.0000355  (t  —  50<^)] 
=  26".517  +  0".000941  (50*^  —  r) 

This  gives  for  the  values  of  R  at  the  observed  temperatures, 

R  =  26".555,        26".536,        26".526,        26".504,        26''.493 
forr=      10^  30^  40°  62°  75° 

which  agree  with  the  observed  values  within  the  probable  errors 
of  such  determinations. 

49.  The  position  filar  micrometer, — ^When  a  filar  micrometer  is 
attached  to  an  equatorially  mounted  telescope,  there  is  usually 
combined  with  it  a  small  graduated  circle,  the  plane  of  which  is 
parallel  to  that  of  the  micrometer  threads,  by  means  of  which 
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the  angle  which  these  threads,  or  the  transverse  threads,  make 
with  a  declination  circle  may  be  ascertained.  The  micrometer 
then  serves  to  measure  not  only  the  distance  between  two  stars, 
but  also  their  angle  of  posiiion  ;  that  is,  the  angle  which  the  arc 
joining  the  two  stars  makes  with  a  declination  circle. 

The  index  error  of  the  circle,  or  its  reading  for  the  position 
angle  zero,  is  best  obtained  \^ith  the  telescope  in  the  meridian. 
Let  the  micrometer  be  revolved  until  the  movable  thread  is  per- 
pendicular to  the  meridian,  which  will  be  the  case  when  a  star 
of  small  declination  remains  upon  the  thread  throughout  its 
passage  across  the  field.  The  transverse  thread  will  then  repre- 
sent the  meridian,  and  in  all  other  positions  of  the  telescope,  if 
the  equatorial  adjustment  is  good,  will  represent  a  declination 
circle.*  If  the  reading  of  the  position  circle  is  then  P^,,  and 
the  micrometer  is  afterwards  revolved  so  that  its  transverse 
thread  passes  through  two  stars  in  the  field,  and  the  reading 
becomes  P,  the  apparent  position  angle  of  the  stars  is 

P  =  P-P,  (46) 

All  position  angles  should  be  read  from  0  to  860®  in  the  same 
direction.  I  shall  always  suppose  them  to  be  reckoned  from  the 
north  through  the  east. 

50.  I  shall  briefly  notice  some  other  micrometers  hereafter 
(Chapter  X.).  What  has  been  given  in  relation  to  the  filar  micro- 
meter was  necessary  in  this  place  on  account  of  the  connection 
of  this  instrument  with  nearly  every  form  of  telescope. 

THE   LEVEL. 

51.  The  spirit  level  may  here  be  classed  among  the  instru- 
ments for  measuring  small  angles,  inasmuch  as  its  use  in  astro- 
nomy is  not  so  much  to  make  a  given  line  absolutely  level  as  to 
measure  the  small  inclination  of  the  line  to  the  horizon.  It 
consists  of  a  glass  tube,  ground  on  the  interior  to  a  cui've  of 
large  radius,  and  nearly  tilled  with  alcohol  or  sulphuric  ether. 
(Water  would  freeze  and  burst  the  tube).  The  bubble  of  air 
occupying  the  space  left  by  the  fluid  will  always  stand  at  the 

*  See,  however,  Chapter  X.  in  case  the  adjustment  of  the  equatorial  telescope  is 
not  quite  exact. 
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highest  i)oint  of  the  curve  of  the  tube;  and  therefore  any 
change  of  the  relative  elevation  of  the  two  ends  of  th#  tube 
must  be  followed  by  a  corresponding  change  in  the  position  of 
the  bubble.  This  position  of  the  bubble,  therefore,  which  is 
read  off  by  means  of  a  scale,  or  by  graduations  marked  on  the 
tube  itself,  serves  to  measure  all  changes  of  inclination  within 
the  extreme  ranges  of  the  arc  of  the  curve  employed.  The 
larger  the  radius  of  the  curve,  the  more  sensitive  will  the  level 
be.  There  is,  however,  obviously  a  practical  limit  to  the  radius, 
which  is  determined  by  the  kind  of  instrument  to  which  the 
level  is  to  be  applied  and  the  degree  of  accuracy  aimed  at. 

In  order  to  apply  the  level  to  the  horizontal  axis  of  an  instru- 
ment, it  is  either  mounted  upon  two  legs,  the  distance  apart  of 
which  is  nearly  equal  to  the  length  of  the  axis ;  and  these  legs 
terminate  in  Vs,  so  that  the  level  bears  only  at  two  points  of  the 
cylindrical  pivots  of  the  axis,  in  which  case  it  is  called  a  striding 
level :  or  it  hangs  from  the  axis  by  arms,  which  are  recurved 
and  terminate  in  inverted  Vs;  and  it  is  then  called  a  hanging 
level. 

Plate  n..  Fig.  4,  represents  a  common  form  of  the  striding 
level,  and  Fig.  5  is  an  end  view  of  the  legs.  The  tube  ef  is  in 
this  level  covered  by  a  larger  glass  tube  abcd^  to  protect  the  fluid 
from  sudden  changes  of  temperature.  These  are  secured  to  a 
bar  ABy  usually  a  hollow  brass  cylinder,  which  is  connected 
with  the  legs  by  screws  s  and  <,  which  serve  to  adjust  the  rela- 
tion of  the  level  tube  to  the  line  of  bearing  of  the  Vs  of  the 
feet,  as  will  be  explained  hereafter. 

52.  In  order  to  investigate  the  method  of  using  the  level,  let 
us  first  suppose  JSWy  Fig.  15,  to  be 
a  truly  horizontal  line  on  which 
the  level  AB  rests.  Let  0  be  the 
zero  of  the  graduations ;  e  and  w 
the  ends  of  the  bubble.  Let  the 
length  of  the  bubble  be  21.  If 
the  legs  AJE  and  BW  were  per- 
fectly equal,  and  0  were  in  the 
middle  of  AB^  the  readings  of  w  and  e  from  0  would  be  exactly 
the  same,  and  each  equal  to  I.  But,  if  BW  ib  the  longer  leg, 
the  bubble  will  stand  nearer  to  i?  by  a  number  x  of  divisions ; 
and  if  at  the  same  time  the  zero  0  stands  nearer  to  A  than  to  -B, 
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at  a  distance  of  y  divisions  from  the  middle,  then  the  readings 
will  b^ 

at  «7,  ^  +  ^  +  y> 

at  e,  I  —  X  —  y. 

If  now  IF  is  raised  so  that  jBW  becomes  inclined  to  the  horizon 

by  the  angle  6,  the  bubble  will  stand  nearer  to  the  end  -B  by  a 

number  z  of  divisions,  so  that  the  whole  readings  at  w  and  e 

will  be 

uj  =  Z  +  X  +  y  +  ^r  I      ,^7. 

e  =  i  —  X  —  y  —  z  } 

To  eliminate  the  errors  x  and  y,  let  the  level  now  be  reversed, 
so  that  the  end  A  stands  over  W  and  B  over  E.  The  errors  x 
and^  will  both  change  sign;  but,  the  line  EW  being  inclined 
as' before,  the  readings  of  the  ends  of  the  bubble  towards  Wand 
Ey  respectively,  will  be 


u/=  I  —  X  —  y  +  2r 
«'=  i  -(-  ^  +  y  —  ^ 

From  the  equations  (47)  and  (48)  we  deduce 

l(w  —  e)  =  x  +  y  +  z 

whence 

or 

^_(!i?  +  u;0-(e  +  O 


}  m 
}   m 


(50)  • 


whence  the  practical  rule :  Place  the  levet^n  the  line  whose  mcVmr 
Hon  is  to  be  measured^  aiid  read  the  divisions  at  the^^ends  of  the  bubble; 
reverse  the  levely  and  read  again.  Add  together  the  two  readings  lying 
towards  one  end  of  the  liney  and  also  the  two  readings  lying  towards  the 
other  end  of  the  line.  One-fourth  the  difference  .of  these  sums  is  the 
measure  of  the  inclination.  The  line  is  elevated  ^fi  that  end  which 
gives  the  greatest  sum  of  readings. 

This  gives  the  inclination  expressed  in  divisions  of  the  level ; 
the  value  of  the  angle  b  corresponding  to  z  divisions  is  known 
when  the  angular  value  rf  of  a  division  is  known,  so  that 

b=dz  (51) 

63.  The  errors  x  and  y  are  inseparable ;  we  can  only  find  their 
sum,  which  is 
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.  +  y  =  ("'-^-)-("^-^>  (52) 

If  the  errors  of  the  level  could  be  regarded  as  constant,  the 
value  o{  X  +  y  thus  found  would  enable  us  to  dispense  with  the 
reversal  of  the  level,  since  either  of  the  equations  (49)  would 
then  determine  z  ;  but  such  constancy  is  never  to  be  assumed. 

54.  For  greater  accuracy,  the  level  may  be  read  a  number  of 
times  in  each  position,  taking  care  to  lift  it  up  after  each  read- 
ing, so  that  each  observation  may  be  independent  of  the  others. 
The  sums  of  all  the  readings  at  each  end  of  the  bubble  are  to  be 
formed,  and  the  diflference  of  these  sums  divided  by  the  whole 
number  of  readings.  The  number  of  readings  in  the  two  posi- 
tions must  be  equal. 

Example  1. 


A  level 

on 

the 

axis 

of  a 

transit  instr 

follows : 

w. 

E. 

to « 

1st  Position 

29.1 

31.2 

—    2.1 

2d        " 

85.4 
64.5 

24.9 
56.1 

+  10.5 
4)  —  12.6 

56.1 

X 

+  y 

—  —   3.1 

4: 

)   8.4 

t 

z=    2.1 
The  value  of  a  division  was  rf=  1".25 ;  and  hence 

h  =  dz  =  2".63 
i^hich  is  the  elevation  of  the  west  end  of  the  axis. 

Example  2. 

The  following  readings  were  obtained  with  the  same  instru- 
ment: 


w. 

E. 

Ist  Position 

29.0 

81.3 

2d        « 

85.4 

24.9 

2d        « 

35.6 

24.6 

1st       " 

8) 

29.2 

129.2 
111.8 

17.4 

81.0 
111.8 

z 

2.18 

h  =  2".72 
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By  taking  the  first  and  last  observations  in  the  same  position 
of  the  level,  as  in  this  example,  any  small  change  in  the  level 
itself,  occuring  during  the  observations,  is  eliminated. 

55.  The  zero  of  the  level  is,  however,  not  always  placed  near 
the  middle  of  the  tube ;  it  may  be  at  one  end  and  the  divisions 
numbered  consecutively  through  the  whole  length  of  the  tube. 
In  this  case,  we  have  only  to  find  the  reading  corresponding  to 
the  middle  of  the  bubble  in  each  position  of  tixe  level :  the  half 
difference  of  these  readings  will  evidently  be  the  required  incli- 
nation. It  will  be  necessary,  in  the  record  of  the  observation, 
to  note  the  position  of  the  ends  of  the  level,  or  to  indicate  in 
some  manner  the  direction  in  which  the  divisions  increase,  which 
is  usually  effected  most  readily  by  a  conventional  use  of  the 
algebraic  sign,  as  in  the  following 

Example. 

A  level  which  is  graduated  from  the  end  A  towards  the  end  B 
reads  as  follows  when  placed  on  the  axis  of  a  transit  instrument: 


A  east 
B    " 


w. 

E. 

Rending  of 
middU  of 
bubble. 

+  64.0 
—  10.1 

+  18.5 
—  60.7 

+  88.75 
85.40 

z 

2)  +  8.85 

=  + 1.675 

or  thus: 


+  77.5 
--70.8 

4)  +  6.7 
2:  =  + 1.675 

Since  in  the  case  of  a  transit  instrument  we  wish  to  find  the 
elevation  of  the  west  end  (a  negative  elevation  being  interpreted  as 
a  depression),  we  here  mark  the  level  readings  with  the  positive 
sign  when  they  increase  towards  the  west,  and  with  the  negative 
sign  when  they  increase  towards  the  east  The  value  of  z  will 
then  be  obtained^  with  its  proper  sign,  by  simply  taking  the 
mean  of  all  the  readings,  as  in  the  last  column  above. 

66.  In  the  above  examples,  the  diameters  of  the  two  pivots  of 
the  axis  on  which  the  level  rests  are  assumed  to  be  the  same. 
When  this  is  not  the  case,  a  correction  becomes  necessary,  which 
will  be  considered  in  its  place  under  "Transit  Instrument,'* 
Chapter  V. 
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67.  To  find  the  value  of  a  division  of  the  level. — This  is  most  readily 
done  by  means  of  a  simple  instrument  called  a  leveUirier.  A 
horizontal  bar  is  supported  by  two  feet  at  one  end  and  by  a 
single  foot-screw  at  the  other.  The  level  is  placed  on  the  bar, 
and  the  number  of  turns  of  the  foot-screw  necessary  to  carry  the 
bubble  over  any  given  number  of  divisions  is  observed.  The 
angular  value  of  a  turn  of  the  foot-screw  is  known  from  the 
distance  of  its  threads  and  the  length  of  the  bar.  The  head  of 
the  screw  is  graduated  so  that  a  fraction  of  a  turn  may  be  noted. 

We  can  also  determine  the  value  of  a  division  by  attaching 
the  level  tube  to  a  vertical  circle  and  noting  the  number  of 
seconds  on  the  circle  corresponding  to  a  motion  (of  the  circle 
and  level  together)  which  carries  the  bubble  over  a  given  number 
of  divisions.  Thus,  suppose  we  read  the  endB  A  and  JB  of  a  level 
thus  attached  to  a  circle,  and  also  read  the  circle  itself,  as  follows: 

A  B  Circle. 

5.0  40.2  0^  0'  40". 

41.3  3.8  0    1  25  .3 

36.3  36.4  45  .3  ' 

(mean)  36.35^  ==45".3 

d=    r.246 

When  the  level  is  applied  to  a  telescope  which  is  provided 
with  a  micrometer,  the  value  of  the  divisions  of  the  level  may 
be  found  from  those  of  the  micrometer.  An  example  of  this 
method  will  be  given  in  connection  with  the  Zenith  Telescope, 
Chapter  Vm. 

68.  To  find  the  radius  of  curvature  of  a  level. — Let  n  be  the  length 
of  a  division  in  linear  units,  d  the  value  of  a  division  in  arc, 
found  as  above ;  then  the  radius  will  be 

n 
r  = 


d  sin  1" 


Suppose  that  in  the  level  of  the  preceding  article  we  have 
n  =  0.103  inch,  then  we  find,  for  this  level,  r  =  17061  inches,  or 
1421  feet. 

59.  The  value  of  a  division  of  a  level  way  be  affected  by  changes  of 
ieniperatwre. — This  will  be  discovered  by  taking  observations  for 
determining  this  value  at  two  temperatures  as  different  as  pos- 
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sible.     The  proper  value  to  be  used  for  any  intermediate  tem- 
perature will  then  be  found  by  interpolation. 

60.  It  is  also  possible  that  the  radius  of  curvature  of  different  por- 
tions of  the  tube  may  be  different. — This,  of  course,  is  a  radical  defect 
in  the  construction  of  the  instrument :  its  effect  is  to  give  dif- 
ferent angular  values  to  divisions  of  equal  absolute  length  in 
different  portions  of  the  tube.  The  existence  of  such  a  defect 
will  be  discovered  by  determining  the  value  of  a  division  inde- 
pendently at  various  points;  and  it  is  proper  to  examine  all  our 
levels  in  this  manner.  A  level  thus  defective  should  be  rejected 
as  unfit  for  any  refined  observation ;  but,  if  no  other  can  be  had, 
a  careful  investigation  might  determine  a  system  of  corrections 
to  be  applied  to  the  different  readings. 

« 

61.  It  remains  to  be  shown  how  to  effect  the  mechanical  adjust- 
ment of  the  level.  1st.  The  bubble  should  stand  nearly  in  the 
middle  of  the  tube  when  the  level  stands  upon  any  horizontal 
line.  This  is  quickly  brought  about  by  finding  the  error  of  the 
level  =  X  +  y,  (as  in  Example  1,  Art.  54)  and  then  turning  the 
screws  t,  t\  Plate  11.  Fig.  5,  until  the  bubble  has  moved  through 
this  quantity  in  the  proper  direction.  2d.  The  axis  of  the  tube 
should  be  parallel  to  the  line  joining  the  angle  of  the  Vs  of  the 
feet,  and,  consequently,  parallel  to  the  axis  of  an  instrument  on 
which  it  rests.  This  is  tested  by  slightly  revolving  or  rocking 
the  level  on  the  axis  of  the  instrument,  so  that  the  legs  are 
thrown  out  of  a  perpendicular  on  either  side.  If  the  axis  of  the 
level  tube  is  not  parallel  to  the  line  joining  the  feet,  but  lies 
cross-wise  with  respect  to  that  line,  this  revolution  will  cause  the 
bubble  to  change  its  position,  and  it  will  be  easy  to  see  in  what 
direction  the  correction  must  be  made.  The  adjustment  is  made 
by  the  screws  s,  s'. 


CHRONOMBTERS.  77 


CHAPTER  III. 

INSTRUMENTS  FOR  MEASURING  TIME. 

62.  Chronometers. — The  chronoineter  is  merely  a  very  perfect 
watch,  in  which  the  balance  wheel  is  so  constructed  that  changes 
of  temperature  have  the  least  possible  effect  upon  the  time  of  its 
oscillation.  Such  a  balance  is  called  a  compensation  balance.  A 
chronometer  may  be  well  compensated  for  temperature  and  yet 
its  rate  may  be  gaining  or  losing  on  the  time  it  is  intended  to 
keep:  the  compensation  is  good  when  changes  of  temperature  do  ' 
not  affect  the  rate.  It  is  not  necessary  that  a  chronometer  s  rate 
should  be  zero  (or  even  very  small,  except  that  a  small  rate  is 
practically  convenient);  it  is  sufficient  if  the  rate,  whatever  it  is, 
remains  constant.  The  indications  of  a  chronometer  at  any 
instant  require  a  correction  for  the  whole  accumulated  error  up 
to  that  instant.  If  the  correction  is  known  for  any  given  time, 
together  with  the  rate,  the  correction  for  any  subsequent  time  is 
known.  The  methods  of  finding  these  quantities  are  given  in 
Vol.  L,  Chapter  V.  < 

63.  Winding, — Most  chronometers  are  now  made  to  run  either 
eight  days  or  two  days.  The  former  are  wound  every  seventh 
day,  the  latter  daily,  so  that  in  case  the  winding  should  be  for- 
gotten for  twenty-four  hours  the  chronometers  will  still  be  found 
running.  But  it  is  of  importance  that  they  should  be  w^ound  regu- 
larly at  stated  intervals ;  otherwise  an  unused  part  of  the  spring 
comes  into  action,  and  an  irregularity  in  the  rate  may  result. 

Chronometers  are  wound  with  a  given  number  of  half  turns  of 
the  key.  It  is  well  to  know  this  number,  and  to  count  in  winding, 
in  order  to  avoid  a  sudden  jerk  at  the  last  turn:  still  the  chro- 
nometer should  always  be  wound  as  far  as  it  will  go^  that  is,  until 
it  resists  further  winding.  This  resistance  is  produced  not  by 
the  end  of  the  chain,  but  by  a  catch  provided  to  act  at  the  proper 
time  and  thus  protect  the  chain. 
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When  a  chronometer  has  stopped,  it  does  not  again  start 
immediately  after  being  wound  up.  It  is  necessary  to  give  the 
whole  instrument  a  quick  rotatory  movement,  by  which  the 
balance  wheel  is  set  in  motion.  This  must  be  done  with  care, 
however,  and  with  little  more  force  than  is  necessarj*  to  produce 
the  result;  afterwards  the  chronometer  must  be  guarded  from  all 
sudden  motions. 

The  hands  of  a  chronometer  can  be  moved  without  injury  to 
the  instrument,  so  that  it  may  be  set  proximately  to  the  true 
time.     It  is,  however,  not  advisable  to  do  this  often. 

64.  Transporting. — Chronometers  transported  on  board  ship 
should  be  placed  as  near  the  centre  of  motion  as  possible,  and 
allowed  to  swing  freely  in  their  gimbals,  so  that  they  may  pre- 
serve a  horizontal  position.  They  should  also  be  kept  as  nearly 
as  possible  in  a  uniform  temperature. 

When  transported  by  land,  the  chronometer  should  no  longer 
be  allowed  to  swing  in  its  gimbals,  but  is  to  be  fastened  by  a 
clamp  provided  for  the  puipose ;  for  the  sudden  motions  which 
it  is  then  liable  to  receive  would  set  it  in  violent  oscillation 
in  the  gimbals,  and  produce  more  eftect  than  if  allowed  to  act 
directly. 

Pocket  chronometers  should  be  kept  at  all  times  in  the  same 
position:  consequently,  if  actually  carried  in  the  pocket  during 
the  day,  they  should  be  suspended  vertically  at  night. 

It  has  been  found  that  the  rates  of  chronometers  have  been 
affected  by  masses  of  iron  in  their  vicinity,  indicating  a  magnetic 
polarity  of  their  balances.  Such  polarity  may  exist  in  the  balance 
when  it  first  comes  from  the  hands  of  the  maker,  or  it  may  be 
acquired  by  the  chronometer  standing  a  long  time  in  the  same 
position  with  respect  to  the  magnetic  meridian.  In  order  to 
avoid  any  error  that  might  result  from  this  polarity  (whether 
known  or  unknown),  it  will  be  well  to  keep  the  chronometers 
always  in  the  same  position.  Hence,  they  should  not  be  removed 
from  the  ship  to  be  rated;  but  their  rates  should  be  found  after 
they  are  placed  in  the  position  they  are  to  occupy. 

The  rate  of  a  chronometer  when  transported  is  seldom  the 
Bame  as  when  at  rest.  The  travelling  rate  is  found  by  comparing 
the  observations  taken  at  the  same  place  before  and  after  the 
journey,  or  from  observations  at  two  places  whose  difference  of 
longitude  is  perfectly  well  known.     A  list  of  well  determined 
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"differences  of  longitncle"  is  given  in  Raper's  Practice  of  Nam- 
gadoTiy  for  the  use  of  navigators  in  finding  the  sea  rates  of  their 
chronometers.     (See  Vol.  I.  Art.  268). 

65.  Correction  for  temperature. — An  absolutely  perfect  compensa- 
tion for  temperature  in  chronometers  is  hardly  to  be  expected. 
It  has  been  found*  that  the  average  temperature  compensation 
of  chronometers  is  of  such  a  nature  as  to  cause  the  instrument  to 
lose  on  its  daily  rate  when  exposed  to  a  temperature  either  above 
or  below  a  certain  point  for  which  the  compensation  is  most 
perfect.  Professor  Bond  found  for  a  large  number  of  chronome- 
ters that  if  (?^  be  the  temperature  of  best  compensation,  t?  that  of 
actual  exposure,  the  rate  may  be  expressed  fol*  a  range  of  20° 
above  and  below  i>oby  the  formula 

m  =  m,  +  /:(»>  -  .>,)«  (53) 

in  which  A:  is  a  constant,  and  has,  with  rare  exceptions,  a  positive 
sign,  and  m^  and  m  are  the  rates  at  the  temperatures  i?q  and  <9, 
respectively ;  losing  rates  being  positive. 

M.  LiEUSSON,  from  a  very  extended  examination  of  the  per- 
formance of  chronometers  on  trial  at  the  Observatories  of  Green- 
wich and  Paris,  finds  that  the  rate  varies  both  with  the  tempe- 
rature and  with  the  age  of  the  oil  with  which  the  pivots  are 
lubricated.  The  thickening  of  the  oil  tends  to  diminish  the 
amplitude  of  the  vibration  of  the  balance,  and  thus  produces  an 
acceleration  of  the  chronometer.  This  acceleration  is  almost 
exactly  proportional  to  the  time,  so  that  for  any  time  i  the  rate 
may  be  found  by  the  complete  formula 

m  =  m^+  ki^-^^^y-^ldt  (54) 

in  which  i'  is  the  daily  change  of  rate  resulting  from  the  gradual 
thickening  of  the  oil.  The  constants  k  and  A'  will  be  different 
for  every  chronometer,  and  are  determined  by  experiment  for 
each  instrument. 

66.  Comparison  of  Chronometers. — ^When  one  or  more  chro- 
nometers are  to  be  regulated  by  means  of  astronomical  observa- 

*  LiEUSSON,  R^cherches  sur  les  variations  de  la  marche  des  pendules  et  des  chro- 
BomMres;  Paris,  1854.  G.  P.  Bond,  in  his  report  on  the  longitude  in  the  Keport  of 
the  Saperinteodeiit  U.  S.  Coast  Bnryey  for  1854,  App.  p.  141. 
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tions,  these  observations  are  made  with  but  one  of  them,  and  the 
corrections  of  all  the  others  are  found  by  comparing  them  with 
this.  On  board  ship  the  chronometers  are  never  brought  on 
deck;  but  the  observations  are  made  with  a  watch  (often  called  a 
"hack- watch"),  which  is  compared  with  the  chronometer  either 
before  or  after,  or  both  before  and  tftcr,  the  observations.  The 
double  comparison  is  necessary  where  extreme  precision  is  re- 
quired, in  order  to  eliminate  any  difference  of  the  rates  of  the 
watch  and  chronometer. 

Example. 

An  observation  is  recorded  by  a  hack-watch  at  the  time 
10*  12"'  13*.3,  and  the  following  comparisons  are  made  with  tlie 
chronometer.  Required  the  time  of  the  observation  by  the 
chronometer. 

Chron.  8*  l?"  0'.  8»  27"  0'. 

Watch  10     8    9.5  10  18   8.0 

Redaction  —  1   51    9 .5  —  1   51   8.0 

Here  the  watch  loses  1*.5  in  10"*:  hence,  in  4"*,  the  time  from  the 
first  comparison  to  the  observation,  it  loses  1*.5  X  j%  or  0*.6,  so 
that  the  difference  at  the  time  of  the  observation  is  1*  51*  8'.9: 
therefore  we  have 

Watch  time  of  obs.  =       10»  12«  13-.3 
Reduction  to  chron.  =  —    1   51      8 .9 

Chron.  time  of  obs.   =         8   21     4.4 

Comparison  by  coincident  beats, — ^When  two*  chronometers  are 
compared  which  keep  the  same  kind  of  time,  and  both  of  which 
beat  half  seconds,  it  will  mostly  happen  that  the  beats  of  the  two 
instruments  are  not  synchronous,  but  one  will  fall  after  the  other 
by  a  certain  fraction  of  a  beat,  which  will  be  pretty  nearly  con- 
stant, and  must  be  estimated  by  the  ear.  This  estimate  may  be 
made  within  half  a  beat,  or  a  quarter  of  a  second,  without  diffi- 
culty, but  it  requires  much  practice  to  estimate  the  fraction 
within  O*.!  with  certainty.  But  if  a  mean  time  or  solar  chro- 
nometer is  compared  with  a  sidereul  chronometer,  their  dif- 
ference may  be  obtained  with  ease  within  one-ticentieth  of  a 
second.  Since  1'  sidereal  time  is  less  than  1'  mean  time,  the  beats 
of  the  sidereal  chronometer  will  not  remain  at  a  constant  fraction 
behind  those  of  the  solar  chronometer,  but  will  gradually  gain 


CHR0N0METEB8.  81 

on  them,  bo  that  at  certain  times  they  will  be  coincident.  Kow, 
if  the  comparison  is  made  at  the  time  this  coincidence  occurs, 
there  will  be  no  fraction  for  the  ear  to  estimate,  and  the  differ- 
ence of  the  two  instruments  at  this  time  will  be  obtained  exactly. 
The  only  error  will  be  that  which  arises  from  judging  the  beats 
to  be  in  coincidence  when  they  are  really  separated  by  a  small 
fraction ;  and  it  is  found  that  the  ear  will  easily  distinguish  the 
beats  as  not  synchronous  so  long  as  they  differ  by  as  much  as 
O'.OS;  consequently  the  comparison  is  accurately  obtained  within 
that  quantity.  Indeed,  with  practice  it  is  obtained  within  0*.03, 
or  even  0'.02.  ISTow,  since  1*  sidereal  time  =  0'.99727  mean  time, 
the  sidereal  chronometer  gains  0*. 00273  on  the  solar  chronometer 
in  1*;  and  therefore  it  gains  0*.5  in  183*,  or  very  nearly  in  3". 
Hence,  once  every  three  minutes  the  two  chronometers  will  beat 
together.*  When  this  is  about  to  occur,  the  observer  begins  to 
count  the  seconds  of  one  chronometer,  while  he  directs  his  eye  to 
the  other;  when  he  no  longer  perceives  any  difference  in  the 
beats,  he  notes  the  corresponding  half  seconds  of  the  two  instru- 
ments. 

Example. 

A  solar  and  a  sidereal  chronometer  were  compared  by  coinci- 
dent beats,  as  follows: ' 

» 
Solar  chron.    4*  16"    0*.  4*  19"  10'. 

Sidereal  «        1     3    11.5  1     6    22 . 

Difference        3  12    48.5  3  12    48. 

Here  the  interval  between  the  two  comparisons  being  about  8"% 
the  sidereal  chronometer  has  gained  a  beat.  In  order  to  judge 
of  the  accuracy  of  the  comparisons,  let  us  reduce  the  second  to- 
the  time  of  the  first.  The  solar  interval  is,  by  the  solar  chro- 
nometer, 3*10';  the  corresponding  sidereal  interval  is,  by  the 
tables,  3"*  10'.52;  the  second  comparison  reduced  to  the  time  of 
the  first  stands  as  follows : 

Solar  chron.    4»  16*    0*. 
Sid.        «         1     3    11.48 

Difference        3   12    48  .52 


*  Tbey  will  either  beat  together,  or  at  least  their  beats  will  both  fall  within  a 
•pace  of  time  equal  to  one-half  of  0'.00278. 
VoL.II.— 6 
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that  is,  it  agrees  with  the  first  comparison  within  0'.02.  Suppose 
that  at  the  second  comparison  the  time  when  the  beats  were 
coincident  was  mistaken,  and  the  observer  made  his  comparison 
10*  later;  he  would  have  had  10*  more  on  each  chronometer,  and 
consequently  would  have  put  down  the  comparison  thus: 

Solar  chron.    4*  19*  20'. 
Sid.       '»         1     6    32. 

The  mean  interval  between  the  comparisons  would  have  been 
8**  20',  and  the  equivalent  sidereal  interval  is  3*  20'.55,  so  that 
this  second  comparison  reduced  to  the  time  of  the  first  would 
have  stood  thus : 

Solar  chron.    4*16*    0\ 

Sid.       "  1     3    11.45 

Difference        1   12    48.55 

that  is,  the  two  comparisons  would  still  have  agreed  within  (V-OS. 
The  observer  can  in  this  way  satisfy  himself  by  a  few  trials  that 
the  two  chronometers  can  really  be  compared  within  O'.OS  with 
certainty. 

When  two  solar  chronometers  are  to  be  compared  together,  it 
will  be  most  accurately  done  by  comparing  each  with  a  sidereal 
chronometer  by  coincident  beats,  and  reducing  the  comparisons 
as  follows : 

Example. 

Two  solar  chronometers  A  and  B  are  compared  with  a  sidereal 
chronometer  (7,  as  below: 

C    6»13-20'. 
C    6  15    15. 

Sid.  interval         1    55  . 

B  reduced  to  time  of  w4  =  5   19    18  .31 
Difference  of  A  and  J5    =0  '39      7  .81 

The  intermediate  chronometer  used  for  comparison  is  not 
necessarily  a  sidereal  one.  It  may  be  a  mean  time  chronometer 
which  does  not  beat  half  seconds ;  for  example,  a  pocket  chro- 
nometer which  beats  13  times  in  6  seconds.  In  this  case  each 
beat  of  the  pocket  chronometer  is  worth  ^,  and  therefore  differs 
from  that  of  a  chronometer  beating  half  seconds  by  ^  of  a  second. 


A 

4* 

40- 

lO'.S 

B 

5 

21 

13. 

= 

1 

64 .69  solar 
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The  inaccnracy  of  a  coincidence  cannot  exceed  this  quantity,  and 
the  comparison  may,  therefore,  also  be  made  within  2*g  of  a  second. 

67.  Probable  error  of  an  interpolated  value  of  a  chronometer  cor- 
rectkn, — ^When  the  corrections  a  7"  and  e^T'  for  the  times  J*  and  V 
are  given,  the  correction  for  any  other  time  T  +  t=  T'  —  V  \% 
found  by  interpolation.  Denoting  the  rate  by  dT^  and  the 
required  correction  by  a:,  we  have 

either  j:=  Ar+ ^^r  or  x=  i^T  -^if,dT 

iNow,  granting  that  the  given  quantities  ATand  aT'  are  perfectly 
correct,  the  interpolated  values  of  x  will  also  be  correct  if  there 
are  no  accidental  irregularities  in  the  going  of  the  chronometer. 
But  such  accidental  irregularities  certainly  exist,  and  tend  to 
diminish  the  weight  to  be  assigned  to  any  interpolated  value  of 
the  correction.  If  the  mean  (accidental)  error  in  a  unit  of  time 
is  e,  the  mean  error  in  the  interval  t  is,  by  the  theory  of  least 
squares,  t\/t^  and  the  weight  is  inversely  proportional  to  the 
square  of  this  error,  that  is,  inversely  proportional  to  t  We  shall 
have  then 

x  =  £iT+t.dT  with  the  weight  - 

x  =  e,T-'1f.dT    «       «        «      ^ 

r 

in  which  k  is  an  undetermined  constant. 

Multiplying  each  value  by  its  weight,  and  dividing  the  sum  by 
the  sum  of  the  weights  (according  to  the  usual  process  in  the 
method  of  least  squares),  we  have 


x  =  —        ' 


,  with  the  weight  =  ^  (  —7^—  I 


f  +  r 

(55) 

or  with  the  mean  error  =  €  \/ 


t  +  if 


This  error  is  zero  either  for  <  =  0  or  V  =  0,  and  is  a  maximum 
for  t  =  i%  that  is,  when  the  correction  is  found  for  the  middle 
time  between  the  two  given  times  T  fuid  T'. 

68.  If,  however,  the  chronometer  has  accelerated  or  retarded 
mifonnly,  the  error  will  obtain  a  different  expression.    Let  the 
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rate  at  the  time  T  he  8T  and  at  the  time  T'  be  8^T.  The 
acceleration  in  a  unit  of  time  is 

'"^=^fi-  (66) 

The  rate  at  the  middle  instant  between  T  and  jT  +  /  is  ^r 
+  ^t.d'^T;  and  at  the  middle  instant  between  T'  and  T  —  H 
it  is  d'  T—  \  V.  5"  T;  hence  we  have 

Multiplying  the  first  by  i\  the  second  by  <,  and  dividing  the  sum 
of  the  products  by  Y  +  /',  we  have 

or 

:c  =  ^-:J^L±L^IL-^te.i"T  (57) 

whence  it  appears  that  the  error  of  the  value  obtained  by  simple 
interpolation,  or  upon  the  supposition  of  a  uniform  rate,  is 
\W.  d"  Ty  and  this  error  is  also  a  maximum  for  the  middle  instant 
between  T  and  7"',  when  i  =  <',  and  vanishes  for  <  =  0  or  V  =  0. 

69.  Every  chronometer  has,  moreover,  its  own  peculiarities 
which  render  the  application  of  any  formula  for  weight  more  or 
less  uncertain.  Struve  found  that,  for  the  greater  number  of 
the  chronometers  which  he  tried,  the  mean  error  of  an  interpo- 
lated value  of  their  corrections  could  be  expressed  by  the  empiri- 

ttf 
cal  formula  e  •  »  differing  from  the  above  theoretical  formula 

If     ~T~    Jf 

by  the  omission  of  the  radical  sign.  {Expidition  Chronomitrijue, 
p.  101.) 

70.  Clocks. — The  astronomical  clock  is  provided  with  a  com- 
pensation pendulum,  by  which  the  effect  of  temperature  is  even 
more  completely  eliminated  than  in  chronometers.  The  only 
forms  in  use  are  the  Harrison  (the  gridiron)  and  the  mercurial 
pendulum. 

In  the  gridiron  pendulum  the  rod  is  composed  (in  part)  of  a 
number  of  parallel  bars  of  steel  and  brass,  so  connected  together 
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that  the  expansion  q{  the  steel  bars  produced  by  an  increase  of 
temperature  tends  to  depress  the  "  bob"  of  the  pendulum,  the 
greater  expansion  of  the  brass  bars  tends  to  raise  it,  so  that  when 
the  total  lengths  of  tlie  steel  and  brass  bars  have  been  properly 
adjusted  a  perfect  compensation  occurs,  and  the  centre  of  oscil- 
lation remains  at  a  constant  distance  from  the  point  of  suspen- 
sion. The  rate  of  the  clock,  so  far  as  it  depends  upon  the  length 
of  the  pendulum,  will  therefore  be  constant. 

In  the  mercurial  pendulum,  the  weight  which  forms  the  bob 
in  other  cases  is  replaced  by  a  cylindrical  glass  vessel  nearly 
filled  with  mercury.  With  an  increase  of  temperature  the  rod 
lengthens,  but  the  mercury  expanding  must  rise  in  the  cylinder, 
BO  that  when  the  quantity  of  mercury  is  properly  proportioned 
to  the  length  of  the  rod  the  centre  of  oscillation  remains  at  the 
same  distance  from  the  point  of  suspension.  If  a  clock  is  to  be 
exposed  to  sudden  changes  of  temperature,  the  gridiron  pendulum 
will  be  preferable  to  the  mercurial,  as  the  large  body  of  mercury 
will  obtain  the  temperature  of  the  air  more  slowly  than  the 
thin  metal  rods. 

In  setting  up  the  clock  the  chief  point  to  be  observed  is  that 
its  alternate  beats  are  exactly  equal.  The  pendulum  usually 
carries  a  pointer  at  its  lower  extremity  which  indicates  upon  an 
arc  below  the  pendulum  the  extent  of  a  vibration.  Let  the 
pendulum  be  drawn  towards  one  side  gently,  until  a  tooth  of  the 
escapement  wheel  is  just  freed,  and  mark  the  point  of  the  arc  at 
which  this  occurs;  then  let  the  pendulum  be  drawn  towards  the 
other  side,  and  mark  the  point  of  the  arc  at  which  a  tooth  escapes. 
Find  the  middle  point  A  of  the  included  arc.  Then  let  the 
pendulum  come  to  rest  in  a  vertical  position :  if  the  pointer  is  on 
A  the  adjustment  is  correct,  and  the  vibrations  on  each  side  will 
be  isochronous ;  if  not,  the  clock  case  must  be  moved  until  the 
vertical  pendulum  is  directed  exactly  towards  A.  The  equality 
of  the  vibrations  may  also  be  tested  by  the  electro-chronograph, 
hereafter  described. 

What  has  been  said  above  respecting  the  comparison  of  chro- 
nometers will  apply,  with  scarcely  any  modification,  to  that  of 
blocks,  or  of  a  clock  with  a  chronometer. 

In  the  observatory,  a  clock  regulated  to  sidereal  time  is  the 
indispensable  companion  of  the  transit  instrument.  The  standard 
or  normal  clock  of  an  observatory  is  carefully  mounted  upon  a 
stone  pier  which  is  disconnected  from  the  walls  or  floors  of  the 
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building,  and  also  protected  as  much  as  possible  from  changes 
of  temperature.  For  the  latter  pui^se  it  is  sometimes  imbedded 
in  a  stone  pier,  in  an  air-tight  compartment  below  the  surface 
of  the  ground.  Struve  found  that  the  changes  of  barometric 
pressure,  by  varying  the  resistance  which  the  air  opposes  to  the 
motions  of  the  pendulum,  caused  a  variation  in  the  rate  of  the 
normal  clock  of  the  Pulkowa  Observatory  of  0'.32  for  a  variation 
of  one  English  inch  of  the  barometer.* 

71.  The  electr(hchronograph, — ^This  contrivance  may  be  regarded 
as  an  appendage  of  the  astronomical  clock,  and  bearing  the  same 
relation  to  it  that  the  reading  microscope  bears  to  a  divided 
circle  ;  for  its  chief  use  is  to  subdivide  the  seconds  of  the  clock, 
and  thus  to  measure  micrometrically  the  smallest  fractions  of 
time.  In  order  to  effect  this  micrometric  subdivision,  the  clock 
beats  are  converted  from  audible  into  visible  signals,  which  are 
recorded  on  paper  by  means  of  an  electro-magnet.  The  instant 
of  the  occurrence  of  any  phenomenon  is  also  registered  by  a 
visible  signal  on  the  same  paper,  and  thus  referred  to  the  pre- 
ceding clock  beat  with  great  precision.  This  general  statement 
covers  a  great  variety  of  special  contrivances  leading  to  the  same 
end.  We  shall  here  treat  only  of  those  which,  thus  far,  have 
been  most  used. 

72.  The  simplest  form  of  register  is  that  known  on  our  tele- 
graphic lines  as  Morse's,  in  which  a  fillet  of  paper  is  reeled  off 
at  a  uniform  velocity  by  means  of  a  train  of  wheels  moved  by  a 
weight.  The  fillet  passes  over  a  small  cylinder  and  just  under 
a  hard  steel  point,  or  pen  (as  it  is  called,  for  brevity),  which  is  so 
connected  with  the  armature  of  an  electro-magnet  that  whenever 
the  electric  circuit  of  the  galvanic  battery  is  established,  the  pen 
is  pressed  upon  the  paper  and  leaves  a  %'isible  mark.  The  wire 
from  one  pole  of  the  battery  which  passes  around  the  electro- 
magnet does  not  return  directly  to  the  other  pole,  but  first  passes 
through  the  clock,  where,  by  a  contrivance  presently  to  be 
described,  the  circuit  is  broken  and  restored  at  every  second. 
The  Morse  fillet  in  running  oft*,  therefore,  receives  an  impression 
every  second,  and  thus  becomes  graduated  into  spaces  represent- 
ing seconds.     These  spaces  are  greater  or  less  according  to  tlie 

*  Description  de  Fobservatoire  attronomique  central  de  Poulkova,  p.  220. 
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velocity  with  which  the  paper  runs  off;  an  inch  per  second  is 
even  more  than  sufficient,  as  it  is  easy  to  divide  an  inch  into  fifty 
parts  hy  a  scale,  even  without  the  aid  of  a  magnifier. 

It  is  of  importance  that  the  paper  should  run  off  with  a  uni- 
form velocity;  at  least,  no  sudden  changes  of  velocity  should 
occur.  In  the  Morse  register  this  regularity  is  maintained  by  an 
ordinary  fly-wheel.  In  the  spring-governor ^  invented  by  the 
Messrs.  Bokb,  a  fly*wheel  and  pendulum  are  both  used.  The 
pendulum  secures  the  condition  that  the  seconds  shall  be  of  the 
same  length,  while  the  fly  is  supposed  to  maintain  a  uniform 
motion  during  the  second.  In  this  and  in  other  chronographic 
instruments  diere  is  substituted  for  the  fillet  a  sheet  of  paper 
wrapped  about  a  cylinder  which  makes  one  revolution  per  minute. 
As  the  cylinder  revolves,  a  fine  screw  causes  it  to  move  also  in 
the  direction  of  its  length,  so  that  the  pen  records  in  a  perpetual 
spiral,  and  when  the  paper  is  removed  from  the  cylinder  the 
successive  minutes  are  found  recorded  in  successive  parallel 
lines.  One  such  sheet  will  contain  the  record  of  upwards  of 
two  hours'  work.  This  cylindrical  register  is  preferable  to  the 
Morse  fillet  for  most  chronographic  purposes,  on  accoimt  of  the 
convenience  with  which  the  sheets  may  be  read  off'  and  filed 
away  for  subsequent  reference. 

In  Saxton's  cylindrical  register  the  movement  is  regulated  by 
a  combination  of  the  crank  motion  with  the  vibration  of  two 
pendulums. 

Professor  Mitchbl  employed  a  circular  disc  upon  which  the 
successive  minutes  occupied  concentric  circles,  each  of  which 
was  graduated  into  seconds  with  great  precision  by  connection 
with  the  clock. 

73.  The  connection  of  the  clock  with  the  register  is  made  in 
one  of  two  ways ;  either  so  as  to  break  the  circuit  every  second, 
or  so  as  to  make  it. 

The  method  most  used  of  causing  the  clock  to  break  the 
circuit  is  that  suggested  by  Mr.  Saxton,  of  the  Coast  Survey. 
ACB^  Fig.  16,  is  a  small  and  very  light  "tilt-hammer,"  usually 
made  of  platinum  wire,  mounted  upon  a  pivot  C,  so  that  the  end 
A  shall  slightly  preponderate  and  rest  upon  a  platinum  plate  E. 
The  end  B  is  bent  into  an  obtuse  angle.  The  wire  if' from  one 
pole  of  the  galvanic  battery  is  constantly  connected  with  the  tilt- 
hammer  through  the  metallic  support  D.    Another  wire  G  is 
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connected  with  the  plate  Uy  and  goes 
first  to  the  electro-magnet  of  the  register 
and  thence  to  the  other  pole  of  the  bat- 
tery. This  apparatus  is  placed  in  the 
clock  case  in  front  of  the  pendulum  PJf, 
with  the  vertex  of  the  angle  £  in  a  ver- 
tical line  below  the  point  of  suspension 
P.  A  small  pin  N  projecting  from  tlie 
pendulum  rod  passes  over  the  angle  JB 
at  each  vibration  of  the  pendulum,  and, 
by  thus  depressing  the  end  B  of  the  tilt- 
hammer,  raises  the  end  A  from  the  plate 
j^and  breaks  the  circuit,  which  other- 
wise is  complete  through  the  connection 
of  the  portion  AC  of  the  tilt-hammer 
with  both  the  wires  F  and  G.  The  in- 
terval of  time  during  which  the  circuit 
is  broken  will  be  longer  or  shorter  accord- 
ing as  the  pin  JV  strikes  the  sides  of  the  angle  JB  farther  from  or 
nearer  to  its  vertex.  It  may  be  adjusted  so  that  the  break  shall 
last  but  one-twentieth  of  a  second,  or  for  a  shorter  time  if 
required. 

Now,  if  the  pen  of  the  register  is  kept  pressed  upon  the  paper 
by  the  attraction  of  the  electro-magnet,  it  is  clear  that  the  breaks 
produced  by  the  clock  will  produce  corresponding  breaks  in  the 
continuous  line  made  by  the  pen,  and  the  paper  will  be  gradu- 
ated into  seconds,  thus : 


But  if  the  pen  is  pressed  upon  the  paper  by  a  spring  acting 
against  the  attraction  of  the  magnet,  then  each  break  produced 
by  the  clock  will  give  a  corresponding  short  mark  on  the  paper 
with  an  intervening  blank,  so  that  the  paper  will  be  graduated 
into  seconds,  thus: 


The  first  of  these  methods  is  commonly  preferred. 

In  the  cylindrical  registers  a  pen  carrying  ink  is  used,  and  the 
breaking  of  the  circuit  by  the  clock  does  not  cause  the  pen  to 
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rise  from  the  paper,  but  moves  it  laterally;  in  this  case  the  paper 
is  graduated  into  seconds,  thus: 


Dr.  Locke  also  employed  a  tilt-hammer  for  breaking  the  cir- 
cuit; but  the  hammer  was  worked  by  the  teeth  of  a  wheel  placed 
on  the  axis  of  the  escapement  wheel  of  the  clock. 

At  the  Washington  Observatory,  the  record  on  the  paper  of 
the  cylindrical  registers  has  also  been  made  by  fine  punctures 
produced  by  a  needle  point.  The  needle  has  a  little  play  which 
prevents  its  resisting  the  motion  of  the  cylinder  during  the  time 
required  for  the  needle  to  enter  and  leave  the  paper. 


74.  The  most  simple  method  by  which  the  pendulum  makes 
the  circuit  at  each  beat  is  also  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Saxton. 
A  small  globule  of  mercury  is  placed  just  below  the  pendulum, 
as  at  -4,  Fig.  17,  upon  a  metallic  support  which  by 
the  wire  F  is  in  connection  with  one  pole  of  the 
battery.  Another  wii'e  G  is  connected  with  the 
metallic  support  of  the  pendulum  rod  at  P,  and  is 
connected  with  the  other  pole  of  the  battery  through 
the  electro-magnet.  A  fine  point  m  upon  the  ex- 
tremity of  the  pendulum  passes  through  the  globule 
at  each  vibration  and  establishes  the  electric  cir- 
cuit, for  a  small  fraction  of  a  second,  through  the 
pendulum  itself.  The  effect  will  be  to  graduate 
the  paper  in  one  of  the  above  mentioned  ways 
according  to  the  arrangement  of  the  register. 

75.  Having  thus  obtained  a  graduated  visible 
time-scale,  its  application  to  the  exact  recording  of 
an  astronomical  observation  is  very  simple.  We 
have  only  to  let  one  of  the  wires  in  connection  with 
the  magnet  pass,  on  its  way  to  the  battery,  through 
the  hand  of  the  observer ^  where  the  circuit  may  be 
broken  and  restored  at  pleasure.  A  small  piece 
of  apparatus  called  a  signal-key  is  used  for  this  purpose.  It  con- 
sists of  a  piece  of  wood,  five  or  six  inches  in  length.  Fig  18,  on 
which  is  fastened  a  metallic  spring  AB^  which  by  a  very  slight 
pressure  of  the  finger  can  be  brought  into  contact  with  a  metallic 
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plate  at  C.     Conceive  the  wire  in  its  circuit  fh>m  the  magnet  to 

the  battery  to  be  gevered  at  the  key;  let 
^**f'  ^^'  5      one  end  F  be  connected  with  the  sprmg 

-f   — ^!!"^  I  -^A  *^®  other  end  G  with  the  plate  C. 

-^  The  continuity  of  the  wire  may  be  re- 


garded aa  restored  whenever  the  spring 
is  pressed  into  contact  with  the  plate  C. 
This  constitutes  a  make^ircuU  key.  It  is  easy  to  see  hoM'  the 
arrangement  may  be  reversed,  so  that  by  pressing  the  spring  the 
continuity  of  the  wire  is  interrupted,  constituting  a  break-circuit 
key.  Now,  whenever  the. observer  taps  on  his  key  he  will  pro- 
duce upon  his  graduated  time  scale  a  mark  similar  to  that  of  the 
clock,  but  mostly  distinguishable  from  it.  For  example,  on  a 
Morse-fillet,  and  with  a  break-circuit  key,  we  have 


26*  2e«  27*  29*  29*  3D*  SI*  39* 


Here,  at  A,  is  a  reco'rd  of  an  astronomical  observation  occurring 
between  the  30th  and  Slst  second.  By  a  scale  of  equal  parts,  we 
find  the  distance  of  A  from  SO  is  0.61  of  the  distance  from  30* 
to  3r,  and  hence  the  instant  of  the  observation  is  30*.61. 

In  order  to  identify  the  seconds  on  the  register,  a  peculiar 
mechanical  contrivance  (which  need  not  be  described  here)  is 
employed,  by  means  of  which  one  of  the  breaks  is  omitted  at 
the  beginning  of  each  minute  of  the  clock ;  thus,  for  example : 

56*  fi7«  ftp*  8«>i  0«  2«  a*  4« 


The  observer  has  only  to  identify  the  minute  and  write  it  on  the 
fillet,  as  in  this  example.  For  greater  security,  sometimes,  every 
fifth  minute  is  also  distinguished  by  the  omission  of  two  consecu- 
tive breaks,  thus : 


(11»  25«) 
67'  68*  69*  0* 


A  record  on  a  cylindrical  register  stands  thus: 

40«  41*  42^  43*  44*  46*  4«*  47*  48* 

r  -  *  -t-.« 

A 

where  the  observation  A  occurs  at  44*.71.  The  observ^er's  signal 
is  generally  distinguishable  from  the  clock  signals,  as  in  this 
example,  by  its  form. 
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In  all  the  forms  of  recording  it  must  be  observed  that  the 
beginning  of  the  break,  or  dot,  marks  the  point  of  time  recorded. 

In  order  to  read  oflF  the  record  with  the  greatest  convenience,  a 
glass  scale  is  used,  on  which  are  etched  eleven  equidistant  parallel 
Hues,  dividing  the  second  of  the  chronograph  into  tenths;  the 
hundredths  are  obtained  by  estimation.     (Plate  L  Fig.  3.) 

When  the  length  of  a  second  on  the  register  is  greater  than 
the  perpendicular  distance  of  the  extreme  lines  of  the  scale,  we 
have  only  to  place  the  scale  obliquely  on  the  line  of  seconds, 
always  causing  their  extreme  lines  to  pass  through  two  consecu- 
tive second  dots.  Sometimes  the  lines  on  the  scale  are  made 
divergent;  it  is  then  always  applied  so  that  the  line  of  seconds 
shall  be  perpendicular  to  the  middle  line  of  the  scale,  and  at  the 
point  where  the  distance  of  the  extreme  lines  is  equal  to  the 
length  of  the  second.     (Plate  I.  Fig.  2.) 

76.  When  the  pen  of  the  chronograph  is  made  to  press  upon  the 
paper  by  the  attraction  of  the  electro-magnet  upon  its  armature, 
a  certain  small  fraction  of  time  elapses  after  tlie  closing  of  the 
circuit  (by  the  clock  or  by  the  observer)  before  the  signal  is 
actually  impressed  upon  the  paper.  This  time  is  called  the 
armature  time.  If  it  were  certainly  constant,  and  the  same  for  the 
clock  signals  and  for  those  of  the  observer,  it  would  have  no 
effect  upon  the  difference  of  time  between  any  two  recorded 
phenomena.  But  the  armature  time  probably  varies  both  with 
the  strength  of  the  battery  and  the  length  of  the  wire  through 
which  the  electric  current  passes.  The  variable  error  which 
would  thus  be  introduced  into  our  results  is  avoided,  or  at  least 
very  much  reduced  in  magnitude,  by  employing  break-circuit 
signals  exclusively;  for  the  interval  of  time  between  the  breaking 
of  the  circuit  and  the  cessation  of  the  action  of  tlie  magnet  is  pro- 
bably smaller  and  more  constant  than  that  between  the  making 
of  the  circuit  and  the  commencement  of  the  action  of  the  magnet. 

77.  To  give  the  reader  a  just  appreciation  of  the  degree  of 
accuracy  attained  in  the  recording  of  time  by  the  chronograph, 
full  size  specimens  of  the  records  on  three  different  kinds  of 
registers  are  given  in  Plate  L  .  Figs.  4  and  6  are  specimens  of 
clock  sisals  as  recorded  on  a  Morse-Fillet  and  Saxton's  Cylin- 
drical Register  used  on  the  United  States  Coast  Survey.  Fig. 
6  is  a  specimen   of  clock    signals   and    a   number  of   actual 
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observations  of  stars*  transits  recorded  on  Bond's  Spring-Gover- 
nor Register,  which  has  been  obligingly  furnished  by  Professor 
G.  P.  Bond.  Figs.  2  and  8  exhibit  in  full  size  the  manner  in 
which  the  glass  scales  for  reading  these  records  are  ruled.  Fig. 
1  exhibits  the  reticule  of  a  transit  instrument,  provided  with 
twenty-five  transit  threads,  for  determining  the  longitude  by  the 
electric  telegraph.     (Vol.  L,  p.  844). 


CHAPTER  17, 

THIS   SEXTANT,   AND  OTHEB   REFLECTING  INSTRUMENTS. 

78.  The  sextant,  of  all  astronomical  instruments,  is  the  most 
especially  adapted  to  the  purposes  of  the  navigator  and  the 
scientific  explorer,  as  it  is  at  once  portable  and  extremely  simple 
of  manipulation,  requires  no  fixed  support,  and  furnishes  its  data 
with  the  least  expenditure  of  the  time  of  the  observer.  Being 
held  in  the  hand,  and  having  small  dimensions,  the  extreme 
accuracy  of  fixed  instruments  is  not  to  be  expected  from  it,  but 
in  the  hands  of  a  practised  observer  the  precision  of  the  resulte 
obtained  with  it  is  often  surprising.* 

79.  The  optical  principle  upon  which  the  sextant  and  other 
reflecting  instruments  are  founded  is  the  following:  "If  a  ray  of 
light  suffers  two  successive  reflections  in  the  same  plane  by  two 
plane  mirrors,  the  angle  between  the  first  and  last  directions 
of  the  ray  is  twice  the  angle  of  the  mirrors." 

Let  3f  and  m.  Fig.  19,  be  the  two  mirrors.  Since  the  direct 
and  reflected  rays  are  always  found  in  a  plane  perpendicular 
to  the  reflecting  surface, — called  the  phtm  of  refleetion^ — it  follows 
that,  after  two  successive  reflections  from  two  surfaces,  the  last 
direction  of  the  ray  will  be  found  in  the  same  plane  as  the  first 
only  when  the  plane  of  reflection  is  perpendicular  to  both  mirrors. 
In  the  diagram,  let  the  plane  of  reflection  be  that  of  the  paper, 

*  The  first  inventor  of  the  sextant  (or  quadrant)  was  Newton,  among  whose  papers 
a  description  of  such  an  instrument  was  found  after  his  death  ;  not,  however,  until 
after  its  re-invention  by  Thomas  GoDFasY,  of  Philadelphia,  in  1780,  and.  perhaps, 
bjr  Hadlky,  in  1781. 
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the  lines  M  and  m  being  the  intersections  of  this  plane  with  the 
surfaces  of  the  min'ors.    Let  AM 
be  the  direct  ray  falling  upon  the  >^        ^**"  ^*' 

mirror  JST,  which  we  shall  first  sup- 
pose to  lie  in  the  direction  MC; 
let  Mm  be  the  direction  of  the  ray 
after  the  first  reflection,  and  mE 
its  direction  after  the  second  re- 
flection. Draw  MB  parallel  to 
jE/«,  MP  perpendicular  to  MG^ 
and  Mp  perpendicular  to  the  mir- 
ror wi.  The  angle  AMB  is  the 
difference  of  the  first  and  last  di- 
rections of  the  ray.  The  angle 
FMp  is  the  same  as  the  angle 
contained  by  the  mirrors,  being  obviously  equal  to  MCm.  We 
have,  therefore,  to  prove  that  AMB  =  2PMp. 

If  we  conceive  a  perpendicular  drawn  at  w,  parallel  to  Mp^  we 
easily  see  that  pMm  is  equal  to  the  angle  of  incidence  of  the  ray 
Mm  falling  upon  m,  and  pMB  is  equal  to  the  angle  of  reflection 
of  the  same  ray ;  and  since  these  angles,  by  a  principle  of  Optics, 
are  equal,  we  have 

pMm  =  pMB  =  PMp  +  PMB 

But,  on  the  same  principle,  we  have 

PMm  =  PMA  =AMB  +  PMB 

The  diflTerence  of  these  two  equations  gives 

PMp  =  AMB -^  PMp 
whence 

AMB  =  2PMp 

80.  In  order  to  apply  this  principle,  let  the  mirror  M  be  at- 
tached to  an  index  arm  MCIy  which  revolves  upon  a  pivot  at 
if  in  the  centre  of  a  graduated  arc  0/^,  and  let  m  be  perma- 
nently secured  in  a  fijced  position  at  right  angles  to  the  plane  of 
this  arc.  Let  MO  be  the  direction  of  the  central  mirror  and  of 
the  index  arm  when  it  is  parallel  to  the  flxed  mirror  w,  and  let 
the  graduation  of  the  arc  commence  at  0.  In  this  position,  an 
incident  ray  jBJ!f  from  a  distant  object  B  will  be  reflected  first  to 
m  and  then  in  tlie  direction  niEj  which  will  be  parallel  to  the 
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first  direction  BM.  If  then  the  object  is  so  distant  that  two  rap 
from  it,  ^Jf  and  6w,  falling  upon  the  two  mirrors,  will  be  sensibly 
parallel,  an  observer's  eye  at  E  will  receive  both  the  direct  ray 
bm  and  the  reflected  ray  mE  at  the  same  time.  Hence  the  ob- 
server will  see  two  images  of  the  same  object — a  direct  and  a 
reflected  image — in  coincidence. 

In  the  next  place,  let  the  mirror  M  be  revolved  into  the  posi- 
tion MCI  J  in  which  a  ray  AM  from  a  second  object  A  is  reflected 
finally  into  the  line  mE,  The  observer  now  sees  the  direct  image 
of  the  object  B  in  apparent  coincidence  with  the  reflected  image 
of  the  object  A.  The  angular  distance  AMB  of  the  two  objects 
is  then  equal  to  twice  the  angle  of  the  mirrore,  that  is,  tot\^'ice 
MCm  or  to  twice  OML  The  arc  07,  which  meaaures  this  angle, 
is  then  the  measure  of  one-half  the  angular  distance  of  the 
objects.  If  the  arm  JIf/ carries  a  vernier  at  7,  the  exact  value 
of  the  arc  will  be  obtained.  In  order  to  avoid  the  necessity  of 
doubling  this  value  after  reading,  a  half  degree  of  the  arc  is 
numbered  as  a  whole  degree :  thus,  an  arc  of  60®  is  divided  into 
120  equal  parts,  each  of  which  is  reckoned  as  a  degree.  As  the 
index  ami  MI  cannot  pass  beyond  the  position  MmN^  where  it 
comes  against  the  fixed  mirror,  it  is  not  found  practicable,  in  this 
form  of  the  instrument,  to  extend  the  arc  OD  much  beyond  60^, 
and  it  is  from  this  circumstance  that  the  instrument  derives  its 
Dame. 

81.  Plate  m.  Fig.  1  represents  the  most  common  form  of  the 
sextant  constructed  upon  these  principles. 

The  frame  is  of  brass,  constructed  so  as  to  combine  strength 
with  lightness ;  the  graduated  arc,  inlaid  in  the  brass,  is  usually 
of  silver,  sometimes  of  gold,  or  platinum.  The  divisions  of  the 
arc  are  usually  10'  each,  which  are  subdivided  by  the  vernier  to 
10".  The  handle  H^  by  which  it  is  held  in  the  hand,  is  of 
wood.  The  mirrors  Jf  and  m  are  of  plate  glass,  silvered.  The 
upper  half  of  the  glass  m  is  left  without  silvering,  in  order  that 
the  direct  rays  from  a  distant  object  may  not  be  intercepted.  To 
give  greater  distinctness  to  the  images,  a  small  telescope  E  is 
placed  in  the  line  of  sight  mE.  It  is  supported  in  a  ring  KK^ 
which  can  be  moved  by  means  of  a  screw  in  a  direction  at  right 
angles  to  the  plane  of  the  sextant,  whereby  the  axis  of  the  tele- 
scope can  be  directed  either  towards  the  silvered  or  the  trans- 
parent part  of  the  mirror.     This  motion  changes  the  plane  of 
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reflection,  which,  however,  remains  always  parallel  to  the  plane 
of  the  sextant :  the  use  of  the  motion  being  merely  to  regulate 
the  relative  brightness  of  the  direct  and  reflected  images. 

The  vernier  is  read  with  the  aid  of  a  glass  JR  attached  to  an 
arm  which  turns  upon  a  pivot  Sy  and  is  carried  upon  the  index 
bar. 

The  index  glass  My  or  central  mirror,  is  secured  in  a  brass 
frame,  which  is  firmly  attached  to  the  head  of  the  index  bar  by 
screws  a,  a,  a.  This  glass  is  generally  set  perpendicular  to  the 
plane  of  the  sextant  by  the  maker,  and  there  are  no  adjusting 
screws  connected  with  it. 

The  fixed  mirror  m  is  usually  called  the  horizon  glass^  being 
that  through  which  the  horizon  is  observed  in  taking  altitudes. 
It  is  usually  provided  with  screws  by  which  its  position  with 
respect  to  the  plane  of  the  sextant  may  be  rectified. 

At  P  and  Q  are  colored  glasses  of  diflferent  shades,  which  may 
be  used  separately  or  in  combination,  to  defend  the  eye  from 
the  intense  light  of  the  sun. 

I  shall  first  treat  of  those  common  adjustments  of  the  sextant 
which  the  observer  is  obliged  to  attend  to  in  the  ordinary  use 
of  the  instrument,  and  shall  afterwards  treat  fully  of  its  mathe- 
matical theory. 

82.  Adjustment  af  the  index  glass. — The  reflecting  surface  of  the 
glass  must  be  perpendicular  to  the  plane  of  the  sextant.  The 
simplest  test  of  its  perpendicularity  is  the  following.  Set  the 
index  near  the  middle  of  the  arc ;  then,  placing  the  eye  very 
nearly  in  the  plane  of  the  sextant,  and  near  the  index  glass, 
observe  whether  the  arc  seen  directly  and  its  reflected  image  in 
the  glass  appear  to  form  one  continuous  arc,  which  will  be  the 
case  only  when  the  glass  is  perpendicular.  The  glass  leans  for- 
toard  or  backward  according  as  the  reflected  image  appears  too 
Ugh  or  too  low.  It  may  be  corrected  by  putting  a  piece  of  paper 
under  one  edge  of  the  plate  by  which  the  glass  is  secured  to  the 
index  arm,  first  loosening  the  screws  a,  a,  a  (PI.  III.  Fig.  1)  for 
that  purpose.  Or  we  may  make  the  adjustment,  as  it  is  done 
by  the  instrument  makers,  by  removing  the  glass  and  filing 
down  one  of  the  metallic  points  against  which  the  glass  bears 
when  secured  in  its  fmme. 

83.  Adjiistmeni  of  the  horizon  glass, — ^This  must  also  be  perpen- 
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dicular  to  the  plane  of  the  sextant.  The  index  glass  having 
been  previously  adjusted,  if  by  revolving  it  (by  means  of  the 
index  arm)  there  is  found  one  position  in  which  it  is  parallel 
to  the  horizon  glass  the  latter  must  also  be  perpendicular  to  the 
plane  of  the  sextant.  The  test  of  this  parallelism  is  the  following. 
Put  in  the  telescope,  and  direct  it  towards  a  star.  Move  the 
index  until  the  reflected  image  of  the  star  appears  to  pass  the 
direct  image.  If  one  image  passes  exactly  over  the  other,  it 
will  be  possible  to  bring  both  into  exact  coincidence,  so  as  to 
form  but  a  single  image ;  and  it  is  evident  that  when  this  coin- 
cidence takes  place  the  mirrors  must  be  parallel.  If  one  image 
passes  on  either  side  of  the  other,  the  horizon  glass  needs  ad- 
justment. 

The  perpendicularity  of  the  horizon  glass  may  also  be  tested 
as  follows.  Hold  the  instrument  so  that  its  plane  shall  be  nearly 
vertical,  and  bring  the  direct  and  reflected  images  of  the  sea 
horizon  into  coincidence.  Then  incline  the  instrument  until  its 
plane  makes  but  a  small  angle  with  the  horizon  ;  if  the  images 
still  coincide,  the  two  glasses  are  parallel :  consequently,  if  the 
index  glass  is  perpendicular  to  the  plane  of  the  sextant,  the 
horizon  glass  is  also  in  adjustment. 

Any  distant  and  well  defined  terrestrial  object  may  be  substi- 
tuted for  the  star  or  the  sea  horizon.  A  star,  however,  is  to  be 
preferred ;  and  one  of  the  third  magnitude  will  afford  greater 
precision  than  the  brighter  ones. 

84.  Adjustment  of  the  telescope. — The  sight-line  of  the  telescope 
must  be  parallel  to  the  plane  of  the  sextant.  Two  parallel  wires 
or  threads  are  placed  in  the  telescope,  which  are  to  be  made 
parallel  to  the  plane  of  the  sextant  by  revolving  the  sliding 
tube  containing  them;  then  all  contacts  or  coincidences  of 
images  are  to  be  made  midway  between  these  two  wires.  The 
sight-line  of  the  sextant  telescope  is,  therefore,  a  line  drawn 
through  the  optical  centre  of  the  object  lens  and  the  middle 
point  between  these  parallel  threads. 

Select  two  objects  from  100°  to  120°  apart,  as  the  sun  and 
moon,  and  bring  the  reflected  image  of  one  into  contact  with 
the  direct  image  of  the  other,  at  the  thread  nearest  the  plane  of 
the  instrument ;  then  move  the  instrument  so  as  to-  throw  the 
images  upon  the  other  thread ;  if  the  c.ontact  remains  perfect^ 
the  line  of  sight  midway  between  the  threads  is  parallel  to  the 
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plane  of  the  sextant  If  the  limbs  of  the  two  objects  appear  to 
separate  on  the  thread  farthest  from  the  instrument,  the  object 
end  of  the  telescope  droops  towards  the  sextant;  otherwise  it 
rises. 

It  is  to  be  observed  that  when  the  telescope  is  adjusted  and 
two  images  are  brought  into  contact  at  either  thread,  they  will 
not  be  in  contact  in  the  middle  of  the  field,  but  will  there  over- 
lap; consequently,  the  reading  of  the  sextant  will  be  less  for  a 
contact  in  the  true  sight-line  in  the  middle  of  the  field  than 
for  one  on  either  side.  K  tlie  telescope  is  out  of  adjustment,  the 
middle  of  the  field  is  no  longer  in  the  true  sight-line,  and  the 
contacts  observed  there  give  angles  which  are  too  great.  The 
correction  for  a  given  inclination  of  the  telescope  will  be  inves- 
tigated in  a  subsequent  article. 

This  adjustment  may  also  be  examined  as  follows.  Place  the 
sextant  horizontally  on  a  table,  and  place  two  small  metallic 
sights  Ay  A  (Fig.  20)  on  the  arc.    At 


.^ 


^ 


^ 


a  distance  of  at  least  16  or  20  feet,  let  ^* 

a  well  defined  mark  be  placed  so  as 

to  be  in  the  same  straight  line  with 

the  upper  edges  of  the  sights,  and  in 

such  a  position  that  it  may  also  be  seen  through  the  telescope. 

The  top  edges  of  the  sights  should  be  at  the  same  distance  from 

the   plane  of  the  sextant  as  the  axis  of  the  telescope.     The 

threads  of  the  telescope  being  made  parallel  to  the  plane  of  the 

sextant,  the  mark  should  be  seen  in  the  middle  between  them. 

The  adjustment  of  the  telescope  when  necessary  is  effected 
by  means  of  two  small  opposing  screws  in  the  ring  which 
carries  it. 

85.  The  index  correction. — ^Having  made  the  preceding  adjust- 
ments, it  is  necessary  to  find  the  point  of  the  graduated  arc  at 
which  the  zero  of  the  vernier  falls  when  the  two  mirrors  are 
parallel;  for  all  angles  measured  by  the  instrument  are  reckoned 
from  this  point  (Art.  80).  K  this  point  is  to  the  left  of  the 
actual  zero  of  the  scale  by  a  quantity  r,  all  readings  in  the  arc 
will  be  too  great  by  r;  if  it  is  to  the  right  of  the  actual  zero,  all 
readings  will  be  too  small  by  the  same  quantity.  If  we  wish 
the  reading  to  be  zero  when  the  mirrors  are  parallel,  we  must 
place  the  zero  of  the  vernier  on  the  zero  of  the  arc,  and  then 
revolve  the  horizon  glass  about  a  vertical  line,  until  the  direct 
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and  redected  images  of  the  same  object  coincide.  Some  instra- 
ments  are  provided  with  a  pair  of  opposing  screws  by  which  this 
revolution  can  be  effected  ;  but  in  others  no  such  adjustment  is 
possible.  In  fact,  the  adjustment  is  unnecessary,  as  we  can 
always  determine  the  correction  to  be  applied  to  our  readings  to 
reduce  them  to  what  they  would  be  if  the  adjustment  were 
made.     This  inckx  correction  is  found  as  follows : 

Ist.  Bj/  a  «ter.— Bring  the  direct  and  reflected  images  of  a  star 
into  coincidence,  and  read  off  the  arc.  The  index  correction  is 
numerically  equal  to  this  reading,  and  is  positive  or  negative 
according  as  the  reading  is  on  the  right  or  the  left  of  the  zero. 
For  example,  the  direct  and  reflected  images  of  a  star  being  in 
coincidence,  we  read  on  the  arc  6'  20'' ;  then,  calling  the  index 
correction  a:,  we  have 

ir  ==  —  5'  2(r. 

In  another  sextant  the  direct  and  reflected  images  of  a  star 
being  in  coincidence,  we  read  on  the  extra  arc  2'  40'' ;  then 

X  =  +  2'  40". 

This  method  may  be  used  with  the  sea-horizon  instead  of  a 
star,  but  not  with  great  precision. 

2d.  By  the  sun. — Measure  the  apparent  diameter  of  the  sun  by 
first  bringing  the  upper  limb  of  the  reflected  image  to  touch  the 
lower  limb  of  the  direct  image ;  and  again  by  bringing  the  lower 
limb  of  the  reflected  image  to  touch  the  upper  limb  of  the  direct 
image.  Denote  the  readings  in  the  two  cases  by  r  and  r';  then, 
i{  3  ==  the  apparent  diameter  of  the  sun  and  i2  is  the  reading  of 
the  sextant  when  the  two  images  are  in  coincidence,  we  have 

r  =:S  +  8 
f^R  —  8 

whence 

and  the  index  correction  is  x  =  —  i?.  The  practical  rule  derived 
from  this  is  as  follows.  If  the  reading  in  either  case  is  on  the 
arc,  mark  it  with  the  negative  sign ;  if  off  the  arc  (i.  e,  on  the  extra 
arc),  mark  it  with  the  positive  sign ;  then  the  index  correction  is 
one-half  the  algebraic  sum  of  the  two  readings.  For  example, 
we  have  read  as  follows : 
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On  the  arc  —  31'  20" 
Off  the  arc  -f.  33   10 

-f    1  60 
ar  =  +    0'66" 

We  have  ^  =  }(r  —  r'):  hence,  if  the  obBervations  are  good,  we 
ought  to  find  that  half  the  algebraic  difference  of  the  readings  is 
equal  to  the  sun's  diameter  as  given  in  the  Ephemeris  on  the  day 
of  the  observation.  But,  in  order  that  this  comparison  may  be  a 
good  criterion,  we  should  measure  the  sun's  horizontal  diameter, 
which  is  not  sensibly  affected  by  refraction.     (Vol.  I.  Art.  184.) 

In  order  to  obtain  the  index  correction  with  the  greatest  pre- 
cision, the  mean  of  a  number  of  measures  of  the  sun*s  diameter 
should  be  taken. 

Example. — March  15,  1858,  the  following  measures  of  the 
sun's  horizontal  diameter  were  taken : 

On  the  arc.  Off  the  ar«. 

--  81'  20"  +  38'  10" 


u 

ti 

(( 


10  "  0 

16  «  20 

26  '<  15 

20  «  10 

20  «  10 


Means  —  31  18.3  +  33  10  .8 

~  31  18  .3 

x  =  +  56".3 
Obserred  sun's  diameter,  S  s=  32'  14".6 
Bjr  the  Ephemeris,  «  =  32   13  .3 

86.  To  measure  the  angular  distance  of  two  objects  with  the  sextant. — 
Place  the  threads  of  the  telescope  parallel  to  the  plane  of  the 
instrument.  Direct  the  telescope  towards  the  fainter  of  the  two 
objects,  and  revolve  the  sextant  about  the  sight-line  until  its 
plane  produced  passes  through  the  other  object,  observing  to 
have  the  index  glass  on  the  side  towards  this  object.  Then 
move  the  index  until  the  reflected  image  of  the  second  object  is 
nearly  in  contact  with  the  direct  image  of  the  first ;  clamp  the 
index,  and  make  an  exact  contact  (at  the  middle  point  between 
the  threads)  by  means  of  the  tangent  screw.  .  The  reading  of  the 
arc  will  be  the  instrumental  distance:  applying  to  this  the  index 
correction  according  to  its  sign,  the  result  will  be  the  observed 
distance. 
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In  order  to  make  a  good  observation,  it  is  important  that  the 
two  images  whose  contact  is  observed  should  be  equally  bright. 
Hence,  we  direct  the  telescope  towards  the  fainter  object,  so  that 
it  may  be  the  brighter  one  which  sufiers  the  double  reflection. 
But  in  observing  the  distance  of  the  moon  from  a  star  it  T^ill 
generally  be  found  that,  even  after  the  double  reflection,  the  image 
of  the  moon  is  so  bright  that  the  star  will  appear  very  indistinct 
unless  the  telescope  is  raised  (by  the  screw  for  that  purpose)  so 
that  the  sight-line  is  directed  through  the  transparent  part  of  the 
horizon  glass ;  for  then,  a  portion  of  the  reflected  rays  from  the 
moon  being  lost,  the  intensity  of  its  light  is  rendered  more 
nearly  equal  to  that  of  the  star.  "When  the  distance  of  the  sun 
and  moon  is  observed,  the  telescope  is  usually  directed  towards 
the  moon,  and  the  intensity  of  the  sun's  rays  is  diminished  by 
putting  one  or  more  of  the  colored  shades  between  the  index  and 
horizon  glasses.  It  will  be  found  necessary  in  this  case  also  to 
regulate  the  distance  of  the  telescope  from  the  plane  of  the 
instrument,  in  order  to  give  the  image  of  the  moon  the  same 
intensity  as  that  of  the  sun.  It  is  a  common  error  of  inexpe- 
rienced observers  with  the  sextant  to  have  the  images  too  bright 
It  is  essential  to  a  good  observation,  1st,  that  the  images  be  well 
defined  by  carefully  adjusting  the  focus  of  the  telescope;  2d,  that 
they  be  so  faint  as  not  in  the  least  to  fatigue  the  eye,  yet  perfectly 
distinct;  3d,  that  their  intensities  should  be  as  nearly  as  possible 
equal. 

In  the  case  of  the  moon  and  a  star,  we  observe  the  distance  of 
the  star  from  that  point  of  the  moon's  bright  limb  which  lies  in 
the  great  circle  joining  the  star  and  the  moon's  centre.  To 
ascertain  that  this  point  has  actually  been  brought  into  contact 
with  the  star,  the  sextant  must  be  slightly  revolved  or  vibrated 
about  the  sight-line  (which  is  directed  towards  the  star),  thus 
causing  the  moon  to  sweep  by  the  star;  the  limb  of  the  moon 
should  appear. to  graze  the  star  as  it  passes,  or,  rather,  the  limb 
should  pass  through  the  centre  of  the  star's  light,  for  in  the 
feeble  telescope  of  the  sextant  the  star  does  not  appear  as  a  well 
defined  point. 

In  the  case  of  the  moon  and  a  planet  we  bring  the  reflected 
image  of  the  moon's  limb  to  the  estimated  centre  of  the  planet 

In  the  case  of  the  moon  and  the  sun,  the  contact  of  the  nearest 
limbs  is  observed,  vibrating  the  instrument  as  above  stated,  and 
making  the  limbs  just  touch  as  they  pass  each  other. 
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It  facilitates  the  observation  of  lunar  distances  to  set  the  index 
approximately  upon  the  angular  distance  before  commencing 
the  observation.  The  approximate  distance  for  a  given  time 
may  be  found  from  the  Ephemeris  (see  Vol.  I.  Art  65);  the  dis- 
tance thus  found  is  in  the  case  of  the  sun  and  moon  to  be 
diminished  by  the  sum  of  the  semidiameters  of  the  two  bodies 
(say  32'),  and  in  the  case  of  the  moon  and  a  star  or  planet  it  is 
to  be  diminished  or  increased  by  the  moon's  semidiameter  (say 
16'),  according  as  the  bright  limb  is  nearer  to  or  farther  from  the 
star  than  th^  moon's  centre.  This  proceeding  is  also  a  check 
against  the  mistake  of  employing  the  wrong  star, 

87.  To  observe  the  altitude  of  a  celestial  body  with  the  sextant  and 
artificial  horizon. — The  artificial  horizon  is  a  small  rectangular 
shallow  basin  of  mercury,  over  which  is  placed  a  roof,  consisting 
of  two  plates  of  glass  at  right  angles  to  each  other,  to  protect  the 
mercuiy  from  agitation  by  the  wind.  The  mercury  affords  a 
perfectly  horizontal  surface  which  is  at  the  same  time  an  excel- 
lent mirror.*  If  MN  (Fig.  21)  is  the  horizontal 
surface  of  the  mercury,  SB  a  ray  of  light  from  a 
star,  incident  upon  the  surface  at  JB,  BA  the  re- 
flected ray,  then  an  observer  at  A  will  receive 
the  ray  BA*  as  if  it  proceeded  from  a  point  aS' 
whose  angular  depression  MBS'  below  the  hori- 
zontal plane  is  equal  to  the  altitude  SBM  of  the 
star  above  that  plane.  If  then  SA  is  a  direct  ray 
from  the  star,  parallel  to  <SB,  an  observer  at  A 
can  measure  with  the  sextant  the  angle  SAS' 
=  SBS'  ^=  2SBM^  by  bringing  the  image  of  the 
star  reflected  by  the  index  glass  into  coincidence 
with  the  image  S'  reflected  by  the  mercury  and  seen  through 
the  horizon  glass.  The  instrumental  measure,  corrected  for 
index  error,  will  be  double  the  apparent  altitude  of  the  star. 

The  sun's  altitude  will  be  measured  by  bringing  the  lower 

*  Obserrers  are  sometimes  annoyed  bj  impurities  in  the  mercury  which  float  on 
its  surface,  and  imagine  that  it  is  important  to  have  very  pure  distilled  mercury. 
I  hare  found  it  preferable  to  use  mercury  amalgamated  with  tin  (a  few  square 
inches  of  tin  foil  added  to  the  mercury  of  an  ordinary  horizon  will  answer).  When 
the  mercury  is  poured  out,  a  scum  of  amalgam  will  cover  its  surface:  this  scum  can 
be  drawn  to  one  side  of  the  basin  with  a  card  or  the  smooth  edge  of  a  folded  piece 
of  paper,  leaving  a  perfectly  bright  reflecting  surface,  entirely  free  even  from  the 
miButest  particles  of  dust. 
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limb  of  one  image  to  touch  the  upper  limb  of  the  other.  Half 
the  corrected  instrumental  reading  will  be  the  apparent  altitude 
of  the  sun's  lower  or  upper  limb,  according  as  the  nearest  or 
farthest  limbs  of  the  direct  and  reflected  suns  were  brought  into 
contact.    For  examples,  see  Vol.  I.  Arts.  145,  151,  &c. 

In  observations  of  the  sun  with  the  artificial  horizon,  the  eye 
is  protected  by  a  single  dark  glass  over  the  eye  piece  of  the 
telescope,  thereby  avoiding  the  errors  that  might  possibly  exist 
in  the  dark  glasses  attached  to  the  frame  of  the  sextant 

The  glasses  in  the  roof  placed  over  the  mercury  should  be 
made  of  plate  glass  with  perfectly  parallel  faces.  If  they  are  at 
all  prismatic,  the  observed  altitude  will  be  erroneous.  The  error 
may  be  removed  by  observing  a  second  altitude  with  the  roof  in 
reversed  position,  and,  in  general,  by  taking  one-half  of  a  set 
of  altitudes  with  the  roof  in  one  position  and  the  other  half  with 
the  roof  in  the  reverse  position.  It  is  easily  proved  that  the 
error  in  the  altitude  produced  by  the  glass  will  have  different 
signs  for  the  two  positions :  so  that  the  mean  of  all  the  altitudes 
will  be  free  from  this  error. 

Instead  of  the  mercurial  horizon,  a  glass  plate  is  sometimes 
used,  standing  upon  three  screws,  by  means  of  which  it  is  levelled, 
a  small  spirit  level  being  applied  to  the  surface  to  test  its  hori- 
zontality.  The  lower  surface  of  the  plate  is  blackened,  so  that 
the  reflexion  of  the  celestial  object  takes  place  only  at  the  upper 
surface. 

88.  In  the  observation  of  the  altitude  of  a  star  with  the  arti- 
ficial horizon,  it  requires  some  practice  to  find  the  image  of  the 
star  reflected  from  the  sextant  mirrors;  and  sometimes,  when 
two  bright  stars  stand  near  each  other,  there  is  danger  of  em- 
ploying the  reflected  image  of  one  of  them  for  that  of  the  other. 
A  very  simple  method  of  avoiding  this  danger,  by  which  the 
observation  is  also  facilitated,  has  been  suggested  by  Professor 
Knorre,  of  Russia.*  From  very  simple  geometrical  considera- 
tions it  is  readily  shown  that  at  the  instant  when  the  two  images 
of  the  same  star— one  reflected  from  the  artificial  horizon,  the 
other  from  the  sextant  mirrors — are  in  coincidence,  the  inclina- 
tion  of  the  index  glass  to  the  horizon  is  equal  to  the  inclination 
of  the  sight-line  of  the  telescope  to  the  horizon  glass,  and  is, 

♦  Attron.  Naeh.,  Vol.  VII.  p.  262. 
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therefore,  a  constant  angle^  which  is  the  same  for  all  stars.  If, 
therefore,  we  attach  a  small  spirit  level  to  the  index  arm,  so  as  to 
make  with  the  index  glass  an  angle  equal  to  this  constant  angle, 
the  bubble  of  this  level  will  play  when  the  two  images  of  the 
star  are  in  coincidence  in  the  middle  of  the  field  of  view.  With 
a  sextant  thus  furnished,  we  begin  by  directing  the  sight  line 
towards  the  image  in  the  mercury;  we  then  move  the  index 
until  the  bubble  plays,  taking  care  not  to  lose  the  image  in  the 
mercuiy ;  the  reflected  image  from  the  sextant  mirrors  will  then 
be  found  in  the  field,  or  will  be  brought  there  by  a  slight 
vibratory  motion  of  the  instrument  about  the  sight  line. 

It  is  found  most  convenient  to  attach  the  level  to  the  stem 
which  carries  the  reading  glass,  as  it  can  then  be  arranged  so  as 
to  revolve  about  an  axis  which  stands  at  right  angles  to  the  plane 
of  the  sextant,  and  thus  be  easily  adjusted.  This  adjustment  is 
effected  by  bringing  the  two  images  of  a  known  star,  or  of  the 
sun,  into  coincidence,  then,  without  changing  the  position  of 
the  instrument,  revolving  the  level  until  the  bubble  plays. 

89.  Observations  on  shore  may  be  rendered  more  accurate  by 
means  of  a  stand  to  which  the  sextant  can  be  attached,  and 
which  is  so  arranged  that  the  sextant  can  be  placed  in  any 
required  plane  and  there  firmly  held.  The  manipulation  must  be 
learned  from  the  examination  of  the  stands  themselves,  which 
are  made  in  various  forms. 

90.  On  account  of  the  feeble  power  of  Uie  sextant  telescope 
and  consequent  imperfect  definition  of  the  sun's  limb,  the 
apparent  diameter  of  the  sun  is  somewhat  increased.  This  error, 
however,  may  be  removed  by  taking  the  mean  of  two  sets  of 
altitudes,  one  of  the  lower  limb  and  one  of  the  upper  limb. 

91.  To  measure  an  altitude  of  a  celestial  object  from  the  sea  horizon. 
— ^Direct  the  telescope  towards  that  part  of  the  horizon  which  is 
beneath  the  object  Move  the  index  until  the  image  of  the 
object  reflected  in  the  sextant  mirrors  is  brought  to  touch  the 
horizon  at  the  point  immediately  under  it.  To  determine  this 
point,  the  observer  should  move  the  instrument  round  to  the 
right  and  left  (by  a  swinging  motion  of  the  body,  as  if  turning 
on  his  heel),  and  at  the  same  time  vibrate  it  about  the  sight  line,, 
taking  care  to  keep  the  object  in  the  middle  of  the  field  of  view  ^ 
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the  object  will  appear  to  sweep  in  an  arc  the  lowest  point  of 
which  must  be  made  to  touch  the  horizon,  by  a  suitable  motion 
of  the  tangent  screw. 

In  general,  altitudes  for  determining  the  time  should  be  taken 
when  the  altitude  varies  most  rapidly ;  and  this  is  near  the  prime 
vertical.  (See  Vol.  I.  Arts.  143  and  149.)  If  the  object  is  the 
sun,  the  lower  limb  is  usually  brought  to  touch  the  horizon ;  if 
the  moon,  the  bright  limb. 

The  apparent  altitude  of  the  point  observed  is  found  by  cor- 
recting the  sextant  reading  for  the  index  error,  and  subtracting 
the  dip  of  the  horizon.  (Vol.  I.  Art.  127.)  To  obtain  the  ap- 
parent altitude  of  the  sun*s  or  moon's  centre,  we  must  also  add 
or  subtract  the  apparent  semidiameter.    (Vol.  I.  Art.  185.) 

92.  As  the  sea  horizon  is  often  enveloped  in  mist,  even  when 
the  celestial  bodies  are  visible,  various  attempts  have  been  made 
to  obtain  an  artificial  horizon  adapted  for  use  on  shipboard. 
The  simplest  apparatus  heretofore  proposed  for  the  purpose  is 
that  of  Capt.  Becher,  of  the  English  Navy.  "  Outside  the  horizon 
glass  of  the  sextant  is  a  small  pendulum  about  an  inch  and  a 
half  long,  suspended  in  oil  (in  order  to  check  its  sudden  oscilla- 
tions) ;  to  the  pendulum  is  attached  a  horizontal  arm,  carrying 
at  the  inner  end  a  slip  of  metal  which  is  seen  in  the  field  of  the 
telescope  at  the  usual  focus,  and  whose  upper  edge  when  it  coin- 
cides with  a  given  line  is  the  true  horizon.  The  error  is  easily 
determined  by  a  known  altitude,  and  is  the  same  for  all  altitudes. 
The  apparatus,  which  is  in  a  very  compact  form,  is  easily  attached 
to  any  reflecting  instrument,  and  is  shipped  and  unshipped  at 
pleasure.  A  lamp  is  attached  for  observing  at  night."*  With 
this  apparatus,  when  the  motion  of  the  ship  is  not  too  g^eat,  an 
altitude  can  be  obtained  within  5'  by  a  practised  observer ;  and 
this  is  often  sufficient. 

93.  Method  of  observing  eqiud  aUibides  with  the  sextant — Some 
observers  set  the  sextant  at  pleasure,  and  note  two  instants, 
namely,  the  contact  of  thje  nearest  and  farthest  limbs  of  the  two 
images  of  the  sun  (one  from  the  sextant,  and  the  other  from  the 
mercurial  horizon),  both  morning  and  evening,  without  touching 

*  Rapee*8  Practice  of  Navigation,  2d  edition,  p.  151.  It  does  not  appear,  how- 
eyer,  how  the  slip  of  metal  behind  the  horizon  glass  could  be  distinetly  seen  in  the 
field  of  the  tekscope,    A  plain  tube  must  be  used. 
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the  index  in  the  mean  time.  With  a  star  they  obtain  but  one 
observation  on  each  side  of  the  meridian.  This  practice  is  de- 
signed to  secure  the  condition  that  the  altitudes  observed  before 
and  after  meridian  shall  be  absolutely  identical,  which  may  not 
be  the  case  of  the  index  if  the  sextant  is  moved  and  brought 
back  again  to  the  sanle  readihg.  The  errors  to  be  feared,  how- 
ever, from  not  setting  the  index  correctly  on  a  given  reading, 
are,  in  general,  so  much  less  than  errors  of  observation,  that  it 
is  better  to  sacrifice  this  merely  theoretical  consideration  for  the 
sake  of  multiplying  the  observations.  The  following  method 
will  be  found  convenient  in  practice. 

Ist.  For  the  5?m.— In  the  morning,  bring  the  lower  limb  of  the 
sun,  reflected  from  the  sextant  mirrors,  and  tlie  upper  limb  of 
that  reflected  from  the  mercury,  into  approximate  contact; 
move  the  0  of  the  vernier  forward  (say  about  10'  or  20')  and  set 
it  on  a  division  of  the  limb ;  the  images  will  now  appear  over- 
lapped^ and  will  be  separating;  wait  for  the  instant  of  contact: 
note  it  by  the  chronometer,  and  immediately  set  the  vernier  on 
the  next  division  of  the  limb,  that  is,  10'  in  advance ;  note  the 
instant  of  contact  again,  and  proceed  in  the  same  manner  for  as 
many  observations  as  are  thought  necessary.  If  the  sun  rises 
too  rapidly,  let  the  intervals  on  the  limb  be  20'. 

Now,  find  (roughly)  the  time  when  the  sun  will  be  at  the  same 
altitude  in  the  afternoon,  and  just  before  that  time  set  the  vernier 
on  the  last  altitude  noted  in  the  morning  (of  course  employing 
the  same  sextant) ;  the  images  will  be  separated^  but  will  be  ap- 
proaching;  wait  for  the  instant  of  contact:  note  it  by  the  chro- 
nometer ;  set  the  vernier  ba^k  to  the  next  division  of  the  limb 
(10'  or  20',  as  the  case  may  be) ;  note  the  contact  again,  and  so 
proceed  until  all  the  A.M.  altitudes  have  been  again  noted  as 
P.M.  altitudes. 

If,  instead  of  noting  the  times  directly  by  the  chronometer,  a 
watch  is  employed  (compared  with  the  chronometer  both  before 
and  after  each  observation),  it  will  generally  be  found  necessary 
to  allow  for  its  gain  or  loss  on  the  chronometer,  so  as  to  obtain 
the  exact  difierence  between  the  two  at  the  instant  of  observation. 

The  mean  of  all  the  A.M.  chronometer  times  and  the  mean  of 
all  the  corresponding  P.M.  times  are  regarded  as  two  simple  obser- 
vations of  the  same  altitude,  and  the  computation  proceeds  from 
these  according  to  the  method  and  example  of  Vol.  I.  Art.  140. 

2d.  For  a  star. — Set  the  sextant,  and  note  the  coincidences  of  the 
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two  images  of  the  star  in  the  same  manner  as  the  contacts  of  the 
sun's  limbs  are  oberved. 

In  selecting  stars  for  this  observation,  it  is  to  be  observed  that 
the  nearer  the  zenith  the  star  passes,  the  less  may  the  elapsed 
time  be ;  and  when  the  star  passes  exactly  through  the  zenith, 
the  two  altitudes  may  be  taken  within  a  few  minutes  of  each 
other.  But  with  the  ordinary  sextants  altitudes  near  90°  cannot 
be  taken  with  the  artificial  horizon,  as  the  double  altitade  is  then 
nearly  180^.  The  prismatic  sextants  and  circles  of  Pistor  and 
Martins  are  adapted  for  measuring  angles  of  all  magnitudes  np 
to  180°,  and  are,  therefore,  especially  suitable  for  these  observa- 
tions. 

94.  To  examine  the  colored  glasses. — The  two  faces  of  any  one  of 
the  colored  glasses,  or  shades,  may  not  be  parallel.  The  glasses 
then  act  like  prisms  with  small  refracting  angles,  which  change 
the  direction  of  the  rays  passing  through  them,  and,  consequently, 
vitiate  the  angles  measured.  To  examine  them,  measure  the 
sun's  diameter  with  a  suitable  combination  of  shades ;  then  in- 
vert one  of  the  shades,  turning  it  about  on  an  axis  perpendicular 
to  the  plane  of  the  sextant,  and  repeat  the  measure ;  the  half 
diflference  of  the  two  measures  will  be  the  error  produced  by 
that  shade.  A  number  of  measures  must,  of  course,  be  taken  in 
both  positions  of  the  shade,  in  order  to  eliminate  accidental 
errors  of  observation. 

In  order  to  save  the  necessity  of  this  examination,  the  shades 
are  so  arranged  in  Pistok  and  Martins'  sextants  that  they  may 
be  instantaneously  reversed.  We  have  then  only  to  take  one-half 
of  a  set  of  observations  with  one  position  of  the  shades,  and  the 
other  half  with  the  reverse  position,  and  take  the  mean  of  all  the 
measures,  in  order  fully  to  eliminate  the  errors  of  these  glasses. 

95.  To  find  the  constant  angle  hetioeen  the  sight  line  and  the  per- 
pendicular to  the  horizon  glass. — A  knowledge  of  the  value  of 
this  angle  will  be  useful  in  following  out  the  theory  of  the 
errors  of  the  sextant  in  the  subsequent  articles.  It  varies  in 
different  instruments,  and  must  be  found  for  each  by  a  special 
examination.  Let  the  sextant  be  placed  on  a  firm  horizontal 
support ;  direct  the  sight  line  towards  a  distant  object  -B,  Fig. 
22,  and  bring  the  two  images  of  the  object  into  coincidence. 
The  mirrors  M  and  m  are  then  parallel ;  and,  if  we  put 
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fi  z=z  the  angle  between  the  sight  line  and  the  perpendicular 
to  the  horizon  glass^ 

we  have 

We  have,  therefore,  only  to  find  sonae  means  of  measuring  the 
angle  BMm.    Leaving  the  sextant  in 
its  present  position,  place  a  theodolite  Fig. ». 

in  the  line  Mm  produced,  with  its  tele- 
scope TN  on  a  level  with  the  sextant 
mirrors  and  looking  into  the  index 
glass ;  adjust  it  so  that  the  image  of 
B  reflected  from  M  shall  be  seen  upon 
the  cross-wire  w  in  the  focus.  Rays 
from  w  passing  through  the  object  glass 
N  emerge  in  parallel  lines,  as  if  from 
an  infinitely  distant  object  lying  in  the 
direction  MNT.  Bring  the  sextant  tele- 
scope to  look  into  the  theodolite  tele- 
scope, and  reflect  the  image  of  B  to  the  cross-wire :  the  reading 
of  the  sextant  corrected  for  the  index  error  is  the  measure  of  the 
angle  BMm^  or  of  2)9.  If  the  object  is  not  very  distant,  the 
angle  subtended  by  the  distance  Mm  at  the  object  may  be  ap- 
preciable. This  angle  may  be  called  the  sextant  parallax^  and 
denoted  by  p.    We  shall  have 

BMm  =  2/9  —  p 

When  the  object  and  its  reflected  image  are  in  coincidence,  let 
the  reading  be  jR,  and  let  x  be  the  true  index  correction  for  an 
infinitely  distant  object;  then  we  have 

E  +  x  =  -^p  (58) 

and  when  the  object  is  reflected  to  the  cross- wire  of  the  theodo- 
lite, let  the  sextant  reading  be  -B';  then  we  have 

i?'+a;=2/9  — ©  (59) 

and  from  these  two  equations, 

ir— 5=2i9  (60) 

By  this  method  I  found  for  one  of  Tboughton's  sextants,  at 
the  Naval  Academy,  2^  =  33°  6'. 
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96.  The  sextant  parallax  for  an  object  at  a  known  distance  is 
found  with  the  aid  of  the  angle  /9.     Let 

/  =  the  distance  of  the  index  and  horizon  gksses, 
d  =  the  distance  of  the  object  from  the  index  glass. 

The  perpendicular  drawn  from  M  upon  mE  is  equal  to /sin  2/9; 
and  for  the  angle;?  at  the  object,  subtended  by  this  perpendicular, 
we  have 


8in;>  = 


/sin  2/9 


or 


P  = 


/sin  2/9 
dsinl" 


(61) 


From  this  formula  we  may  find  a  rough  value  of  ^  when  p  has 
been  determined  for  a  near  object  by  means  of  (58)  and/  andrf 
are  carefully  measured. 

The  distance  of  an  object  for  which  the  sextant  parallax  will 
be  1"  will  be  found  by  the  equation  d  =/ sin  2/9 cosecl".  In 
the  sextant  mentioned  in  the  preceding  article  we  have/ =3 
inches,  whence  d  =  6.33  miles. 

In  measuring  horizontal  angles  between  terrestrial  objects, 
the  effect  of  the  sextant  parallax  may  be  eliminated  by  deter- 
mining the  index  correction  from  the  object  which  is  seen 
directly  through  the  horizon  glass.  This  index  correction  will 
involve  the  parallax,  and,  when  applied  to  the  sextant  reading 
of  the  angular  distance  between  the  objects,  wull  give  the  angle 
subtended  by  the  objects  at  the  centre  of  the  sextant.  The  sex- 
tant must,  of  course,  remain  in  the  same  position  in  the  measure 
of  the  angle  and  the  determination  of  the  index  correction. 

97.  To  determine  the  error  produced  by  a  prismatic  form  of  the  index 

glass. — ^Let  us  first  consider  the  case  of  a 

glass  with  parallel  faces.   Let  MM',  NN', 

'^  Fig.  23,  be  the  parallel  faces,  of  which 

NN'  is  silvered.    An  incident  ray  AB  is 

refracted  by  the  glass  at  J5,  and  takes  the 

'^  direction  BC;  at  C  it  is   reflected  into 

•m   CB' ;  and  at  B'  it  is  refracted  into  BA^, 


m  = 
9  = 


^  If  we  put 


the  index  of  refraction  for  glass, 
the  angle  of  incidence  ABP, 
the  angle  of  refraction  DBG^ 
A'B'P\ 
DB'C, 
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we  have,  by  Optics, 


Bin  ^  =  m  Bin  '9 
sin  ^'  =:  m  sill  »V' 


But  when  the  faces  MM'  and  NN'  are  parallel,  the  normals  BD 
and  B'ly  are  also  parallel;  moreover,  the  incident  ray  J5(7upon 
iVW,  and  the  reflected  ray  CB\  make  equal  angles  with  DD': 
hence,  also  &  =  &\  and,  consequently,  tp  =  ip'.  If  AB  and  A'B 
are  produced  to  meet  in  (7',  we  see  that  A'B'  has  the  same  direc- 
tion that  it  would  have  had  if  it  had  been  reflected  directly  from 
the  plane  surface  mC'rn!  parallel  to  MM'  or  to  iVW.  The  re- 
fraction which  the  ray  sufiers  in  passing  through  the  glass,  there- 
fore, produces  no  error  when  the  surfaces  of  the  glass  are  parallel. 
It  may  here  be  remarked,  also,  that  it  is  not  necessary  that  the 
reflecting  surface  of  the  mirror  should  stand  exactly  over  the 
centre  of  the  arc  of  the  sextant. 

Let  us  next  consider  the  case  of  a  glass  whose  faces  are  not 
parallel,  as  M'B,  N'D,  Fig. 
24,  which,  produced  to  meet 
in  3/,  form  a  prism  MM'N'. 
Let  us  assume  that  these  faces 
are  perpendicular  to  the  plane 
of  the  sextant,  and,  conse- 
quently, that  the  refracting 
edge  of  the  prism  is  also  per- 
pendicular to  this  plane.  The  incident  and  reflected  rays  will 
be  found  in  a  plane  parallel  to  that  of  the  sextant.  The  ray 
being  traced  through  the  glass,  we  shall  have,  as  before,  employ- 
ing the  same  notation, 

sin  ^  =  m  sin  ^ 
sin  f>'  =  m  sin  ^ 

but  here  ^  and  ^  are  no  longer  equal.    If  we  put 

M  =  the  angle  of  the  prism  =  M'MN' 


} 


(62) 


we  shall  evidently  have 

90°  —  * 
90°  —  ^ 


CBB'=BCD  +M 
CB'B^B'dy—M 


and,  since  BCD  =  B'CD'^  the  difference  of  these  equations  gives 


*'  — *  =  2if 


(63) 
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From  (62)  and  (63),  f>,  m,  and  M  being  given,  we  can  determine 
y',  or  the  diflferenee  (p'  —  f.    From  (62)  we  deduce 

co8i(^  +  ^')^m\{i^'-^)=  m  co8i(^  +  d')  sin  i (*' —  *) 

whence,  by  (63), 

•     w   /  N  *     itr  C08j(*  + 1*') 

sin  i(<pr  —  o)  =  m  sm  M ^^ — ' ^ 

•        ^^  C08i(9^  +  f') 

As  M  is  always  a  very  small  angle,  approximate  values  may  be 
employed  in  the  second  member  of  this  equation:  it  will  be  suffi- 
cient to  take 

sm  }  (/  —  f )  =  m  sm  Jf  • 

cos  ^ 

or  

^'  —  ^  =  2mJf  sec  sp  \  1 p- 

which  may  be  reduced  to  the  form 

S?'  —  f  =  2-af  vj'l  +  (m*  —  1)  sec*^ 

or,  finally,  by  putting 

jf'  =  m'  —  1 
to  the  form 

/—  f  =  22f  l/l  + jf'secV  (^^ 

The  error  varies  with  f ,  and  consequently  with  the  angle  mea- 
sured.   If 

y  =  the  angle  given  by  the  sextant^ 

we  have,  in  Fig.  19,  PMm  =  PMp  +  pMn^  or 

^^ir  +  P  (65) 

The  whole  error  in  the  measured  angle  will  be  the  difference  of 
the  errors  produced  at  the  reading  y  and  at  the  zero  point  of  the 
sextant;  and  at  the  zero  point  we  have  f  =  ^.  Hence  the  error 
will  be  the  difference  of  the  values  of  (64)  for  y  =  Jr  +  /?  a«d 
y  =  /9,  so  that,  if  f  denotes  the  true  value  of  the  angle,  we  shall 
have 

r  —  /=2M  [l/l  + j'>sec»Ci^  +  /5)  —  l/l  + jf'secv]        (^6) 

For  glass  we  have  usually  m  =  1.55,  and  hence  g^=  1.4025.  If 
M  =  10'',  ^  =  10°,  and  r  =  120°,  we  shall  find  r  —  r'  =  41"- 
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The  eflFect  of  the  error  in  the  glass  is  evidently  less  for  small 
valaes  of  ^  than  for  large  ones.  Moreover,  the  smaller  the  angle 
Pj  the  larger  the  angle  which  can  be  measured  with  the  sextant, 
for  all  reflection  from  the  index  glass  ceases  when  f  =  90^,  and 
this  value  gives  by  (65)  y  =  180®  —  2)9  as  the  limit  of  possible 
measures  with  the  instrument. 

The  preceding  investigation  is  confined  to  the  case  in  which 
both  faces  of  the  glass  are  perpendicular  to  the  sextant  plane; 
but  it  suffices  to  show  the  nature  of  the  efiect  produced.  This 
case  is,  moreover,  that  in  which  the  effect  is  greatest. 

The  glass  reflects  from  its  outer  face  as  well  as  from  its  silvered 
face,  though  in  a  less  degree.  K  the  faces  are  parallel,  the  rays 
from  a  distant  object  reflected  from  the  two  faces  will  be  parallel 
after  leaving  the  glass ;  they  will,  therefore,  be  converged  to  the 
same  focus  in  the  telescope  and  produce  but  a  single  image  of 
the  object.  But  if  the  glass  is  prismatic  there  will  be  two  images, 
a  fainter  image  superposed  upon  the  stronger  one  and  not  quite 
coincident  with  it.  The  effect  will  be  to  give  an  image  with  an 
indistinct  outline;  a  star  will  present  a  somewhat  enlarged  or 
elongated  image.  We  can,  therefore,  very  readily  determine 
whether  the  glass  is  prismatic  by  examining  the  reflected  image 
of  a  star  when  the  index  is  set  upon  a  reading  of  about  120®. 

The  best  makers  will  reject  a  glass  that  does  not  stand  this 
test  If,  however,  an  instrument  is  found  to  be  defective  in  this 
respect,  we  may  determine  the  error  produced  by  it  as  follows. 
After  carefully  adjusting  the  instrument  and  flnding  its  index 
correction,  measure  a  large  angle  between  two  well  defined  ter- 
restrial objects.  Then  take  out  the  index  glass  and  invert  it 
(so  that  the  edge,  whioh  was  before  uppermost,  may  now  be  next 
the  plane  of  the  instrument),  readjust  the  instrument,  determine 
the  new  index  correction,  and  again  measure  the  angle  between 
the  two  objectsl  Half  the  difference  of  the  two  measures  will  be 
the  error  in  either  measure  produced  by  the  glass.  The  same 
process  repeated  for  a  number  of  angles  of  various  magnitudes 
will  furnish  a  table  of  errors,  from  which  the  error  for  any  par- 
ticular angle  may  be  obtained  by  interpolation. 

98.  A  prismatic  form  of  the  horizon  glass  affects  all  angles,  the 
index  correction  included,  by  the  same  quantity,  and  therefore 
produces  no  error  in  the  results. 
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99.  To  determine  the  error  produced  by  a  smalt  inclination  of  the 
sight  line  to  the  plane  of  the  sextant. — The  directions  of  lines  in 
space  are  most  clearly  represented  by  points  on  the  surface 
of  a  sphere  described  about  an  assumed  centre  with  an  arbitrary 
radius  (Vol.  I.  Art.  1).  The  radii  drawn  parallel  to  any  given 
lines  in  space  will  intersect  each  other  under  the  same  angles  as 
those  lines,  and  these  angles  will  be  measured  by  the  arcs  of 
great  circles  joining  the  extremities  of  the  radii  on  the  surface 
of  the  sphere.  Let  us  here  take  the  centre  of  the  sextant  arc 
as  the  centre  of  such  a  sphere.    Let  0,  Fig.  25,  be  that  centre, 

OP  the  direction  of  the  perpendicular 
to  the  index  glass,  Op  that  of  the  per- 
pendicular to  the  horizon  glass.  The 
points  P  and  p  are  the  poles  of  the 
great  circles  whose  planes  are  parallel 
to  those  of  the  glasses,  and  may  be 
called,  briefly,  the  poles  of  the  index 
glass  and  horizon  glass,  respectively. 
Let  OA  be  the  direction  of  the  sight 
line.  When  the  instrument  is  per- 
fectly adjusted,  the  lines  OPj  Opy  and 
OA  are  in  the  same  plane,  which  is 
parallel  to  that  of  the  sextant.  The  course  of  a  ray  which 
reaches  the  eye  will  be  most  readily  followed  by  tracing  it  back- 
wards from  the  eye.  Thus,  the  ray  OA  coinciding  with  the  sight 
line  is  reflected  from  the  horizon  glass  inr  the  direction  -BO,  so 
that  pB  =  pA,  It  is  then  reflected  from  the  index  glass  in  the 
direction  OC,  so  that  PB  =  PC;  and  0(7  is  therefore  the  direc* 
tion  of  an  object  whose  image  is  reflected  to  the  eye  in  the  same 
direction,  AOy  in  which  another  object  is  seen  directly.  Hence 
AOCy  or  ACy  is  the  angular  distance  of  the  objects.  From  this 
construction  we  obtain  easily  AC=^  ^Ppy  which  is  the  funda- 
mental property  of  the  sextant  (Art.  79). 

But  if  the  sight  line  is  inclined  to  the  plane  of  the  instrument, 
it  meets  the  sphere  in  a  point  A'  not  in  the  great  circle  Pp. 
The  inclination  is  measured  by  the  arc  A  A'  perpendicular  to 
Pp,  which  is  a  part  of  the  arc  QA^A  drawn  through  A'  and  the 
pole  Q  of  the  great  circle.  The  point  Q  may  be  called  the  pole 
of  the  sextant  plane.  Tracing  the  ray  OA'  backwards,  we  ob- 
serve that  the  plane  of  reflexion  from  the  horizon  glass  is  repre- 
sented by  the  great  circle  A'pB\  determined  by  the  ray  and  the 
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nonnal  0^,  so  that  if  we  take  pB'  =  pA\  the  reflected  ray  takes 
the  direction  B'O.  The  plane  of  reflexion  from  the  index  glass 
will  be  represented  by  the  great  circle  B'PC,  and  by  taking 
PC  =  PJ5',  OC^  will  be  the  direction  of  the  reflected  ray. 
Hence,  A' C  will  be  the  true  angular  distance  of  the  two  objects 
observed  in  contact;  while  AC  or  21^  will  be  the  angle  given 
by  the  sextant    Let 

y  =  the  angle  given  by  the  sextant  =  AC, 
/=  the  true  angle  =  A'C, 

i  =  the  inclination  of  the  sight  line  =  AA'. 

It  is  evident  that  CC  =  BB'  =  AA'^  and  therefore  QA'C  is  an 
isosceles  triangle  of  which  the  angle  Q  =  Yj  the  side  A'  C"  =  /-', 
and  the  side  QA'  or  QC  =  90®  —  f.  If  then  we  divide  this 
triangle  into  two  rectangular  ones  by  a  perpendicular  from  Q, 
we  obtain 

sin  }  /  =  cos  i  sin  i  y  (67) 

for  which,  as  i  is  always  very  small,  we  may  take  the  approxi- 
mate equation"*" 

/  —  r  =  —  t'sin  r  tan  J;'  (67*) 

According  to  the  second  method  of  adjustment  in  Art.  84,  if 
the  mark  is  placed  at  a  distance  of  20  feet,  and  if  the  error  of  its 
position  in  a  vertical  direction  is  not  more  than  J  an  inch  (which 
is  a  large  error  in  such  a  case),  the  telescope  adjusted  to  it  will 

have  an  inclination  which  will  be  found  by  the  equation  sin  i 

0  5 
=  J  which  gives  i  =  7'  10".    Taking  this  value  of  i,  the 

formula  (67*)  gives  /  —  ;•  =  —  0".897  tan  J  j^,  and  for  y  =  120^, 
y  —  j^  =r  —  1".6.  The  error  .may  therefore  be  regarded  as  evan- 
escent when  ordinary  care  has  been  bestowed  upon  the  adjust- 
ment When  the  error  exists,  the  observed  angles  are  always  too 
great 

100.  If  the  contact  of  the  images  of  two  objects  is  made  on 
either  side  of  the  middle  of  the  field  of  the  telescope,  the  actual 
sight  line  is  inclined,  although  the  axis  of  the  telescope  may  be 
parallel,  to  the  sextant  plane. 

4 

*  ThiB  aptnrozimftie  eqaation  can  be  deduced  from  (67)  or  Uken  dlreotlj  fron 
8ph.  Trig.  (112). 
Vol.  IL— S 
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The  inclination  of  this  actual  siglit  line  can  be  estimated  bj 
the  aid  of  the  angular  distance  of  the  threads.  To  find  tids 
distance,  place  the  threads  at  ri^t  angles  to  the  plane  of  the 
sextant,  bring  the  direct  image  of  a  distant,  well  defined  line  on 
one  thread,  and  the  reflected  image  on  the  other  thread,  and 
read  the  arc;  then  move  the  index  until  the  images  have 
exchanged  places  on  the  threads,  and  again  read  the  arc;  the 
half  diiference  of  the  two  readings  is  the  angular  distance  of 
the  two  threads. 

Let  this  distance  of  the  threads  be  denoted  by  d,  and  suppose 
an  angle  y  is  observed  by  making  the  contact  at  a^  distance  nd 
fh>m  one  of  the  threads  (the  fraction  n  being  estimated  at  tlie 
time  of  making  the  observation);  then -the  inclination  of  the 
actual  sight  Kne  to  the  true  sight  line  corresponding  to  die 
middle  point  between  the  threads  will  be  f  =  J  i  —  nd,  with 
which  value  of  i,  the  correction  of  the  observed  angle  /-,  will 
be  found  by  (67*). 

The  distance  8  in  the  best  sextant  telescopes  will  not  exceed 
80'.  Wlien  the  instrument  is  held  in  the  hand,  we  cannot  make 
all  contacts  exactly  in  the  middle  of  the  field ;  but,  if  we  assume 
that  we  can  always  make  them  at  a  distance  greater  than  ^8 
from  either  thread  (which  a  little  practice  will  enable  us  to  do), 
we  shall  always  have  i  <i\8y  or  i  <  5%  and  hence  the  correction 
y'  —  /-  <  0".44  tan  ^y.  For  any  tolerably  good  observer,  there- 
fore, this  correction  will  be  practically  insensible. 

At  the  same  time,  however,  we  see  the  importance  of  making 
the  contacts  as  near  to  the  middle  of  the  field  as  possible,  since 
the  error  always  has  the  same  sign  and  all  tilie  measured  angles 
are  Kable  to  be  toa  great.  If  a  contact  is  made  on  either  thread, 
and  we  have  8  =:  &(K,'the  enror  in  y  will  be  8''.9S  tan  \x,  or  6'^.8 
for  r  =  120^ 

101.  The  distance  8  of  the  threads  may  also  be  used  to  find 
the  inclination  of  the  axis  of  the  telescope,  or  rather  of  the  true 
sight  line.  Measure  an  angular  disllance  of  120^  or  more,  be- 
tween two  well  defined  objects ;  bring  the  images  in  contact  first 
on  one  thread  and  then  on  the  other  (the  threads  being  placed 
parallel  to  the  plane  of  the  instrument),  and  let  the  readings  on 
the  arc  bey  and  y^.  Then,  y^  being  the  true  reading  in  either 
ease,  and  i  tbe  ittclinatioB  ^  the  true  sight  line,^  we  have 
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y'  —  r  =  —  (  2  —  0  sin  1"  tan  iy 

whence,  taking  tan  J;*  ==  tan  J 7*1  in  the  second  members, 

t  =  ^^^cotJr  (68) 

2  d  sm  1 

It  is  evident  that,  when  i  is  positive,  the  greater  measure  is  fv 
taken  on  the  tliread  nearest  the  plane  of  the  instrument,  and 

^  +  lis  the  distance  from  this  thread  to  the  joint  in  the  field 

which  represents  a  direction  parallel  to  the  plane  of  the  sextant. 
Hence  the  first  method  of  adjusting  the  telescope  given  in  Art.  84. 

102.  To  find  the  error  produced  by  a  smaJU  inclination  of  the  index 
glass, — ^The  horizon  glass,  being  ad- 
justed by  means  of  the  index  glass 
(Art  83),  may  be  supposed  to  have  the 
Bame  inclination.  Let  pP  (Fig.  26)  be 
the  great  circle  of  the  sextant  plane ; 
let  the  poles  of  the  mirrors  be  at  P' 
and  p'^  and  put 

/  =  the  inclination  of  the  index  glass  =  PP'  =  that  of  the 
horizon  glass  =pp** 

If  we  suppose  that  the  sight  line  is  adjusted  by  the  first  method 
of  Art.  84,  it  will  be  found  in  a  plane  perpendicular  to  both 
mirrors,  and  its  direction  will  be  represented  by  a  point  A'  in  the 
great  circle  y'P'.  The  direct  ray  from  the  eye  to  an  object  A' 
will  be  reflected  in  the  direction  £',  and  thence  to  C\  these  points 
all  lying  in  the  same  great  circle ;  A'C  will  be  the  true  distance 
^'  of  the  objects  observed,  and  p^P'  =^  if  will  be  the  true  angle 
of  the  mirrors,  while.  pP=  J ;^  will  be  the  angle  given  by  the 
sextant  reading.  In  the  isosceles  triangle  P^Qp%  we  have  the 
angle  p'QP'^ir  and  Qp'=  Civ=90*  — Z;  and,  dividing  it 
into  two  right  triangles  by  a  perpendicular  from  Q,  we  obtain 

tin };/  =si  COS  { sin  i;'  (69) 
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whence,  very  nearly, 

By  the  method  of  adjusting  the  index  glass  given  in  Art.  82,  it 
may  easily  be  placed  within  5'  of  its  true  position,  and  for 
I  =  5'=  800",  and  r  =  120^,  this  formula  gives  f^y^-^ 0".5. 
Hence,  with  ordinary  care,  this  error  will  also  be  practically 
insignificant. 

The  inclination  of  the  sight  line,  in  this  solution,  is  variable 
with  the  angle  measured.  Denoting  it  by  i^  =  AA'y  we  readily 
find,  by  the  aid  of  a  perpendicular  from  Q  upon  ^'P', 

•    tan,'  =  tanJ.^?^ii^lp^  (70) 

COS  t  X 

in  which  ^  =  Ap\  or 

i=  I  sec  ir  cos  (\r  —  fi)  (70*) 

108.  If,  however,  the  sight  line  is  not  determined  as  above 
supposed,  but  has  a  constant  inclination  to  the  plane  of  the  sex- 
tant, denoted  by  f,  its  inclination  to  the  plane  of  reflection  p'P' 
will  be  i'  —  i,  and  the  additional  error  produced  by  this  inclina- 
tion will  be  found  by  (67*)  to  be 

_(t'__t)«smrtan  ir 
Combining  this  with  (69*),  the  complete  formula  is 
/  —  ^  =  —  2  ?»8in  1"  tan  i;'  —  p  sec  ir  cos  (iy  —  i^)  —  O'^^^  ^"**°  ir 
which  can  be  put  under  the  form 

7^— r  =  — 2sinr'tanJr[/«  +  8ecJr  Pcos(tr  — /5)— tcostr?]  (71) 

which  agrees  with  Encke's  formula  in  the  Berlin  Jahrbuch  for 
1830,  p.  292. 

Taking,  as  an  extreme  case,  Z  =  5',  i  =  -—  5',  ;*  =  120^,  j9  =  30°, 
this  gives  y'  —  r  =  —  4".0. 

104.  To  find  the  error  produced  by  a  small  inclination  of  the  horizon 
ylass, — Assuming  that  the  index  glass  and  the  telescope  are  in 
adjustment,  let  the  pole  of  the  horizon  glass  be  at  p',  Fig.  27, 
the  pole  of  the  index  glass  being  at  P,  and  the  sight  line  directed 
towards  A  in  the  plane  of  the  sextant.  The  ray  from  the  eye 
towards  A  is  reflected  to  B'  in  the  arc  Ap%  so  that  p'B'  =  p'A, 
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and  thence  to  C\  which  is  at  the  distance  CC  =  BB'  from  the 

great  circle  pPC.    ^  C  =  7-  is  the 

angle  given  by  the  sextant ;    and  ^p=q;;r"— ^p  ^^' 

AC  =y'  is  the  true  angular  dis-  J. 

tance  between  the  two  objects  whose 

images    are    observed    in    contact. 

Putting 

k  =  the  inclination  of  the  horizon  glass  =pp\ 

we  have  from  the  triangles  App'  and  ABB'y  very  nearly, 

m  =  2A:cos/9 
and,  from  the  triangle  A  C  (7, 

cos  /  =  cos  m  cos  y 
whence 

-/  -^Y  =  \m^Bm  1"  cot  7^  =  2 A* sin  1"  C08« ^  cot  y  (72) 

This  error  is  sensible  only  for  small  values  of  y.  For  /*  =  0  the 
expression  becomes  infinite ;  for  in  fact  it  is  inapplicable  in  this 
case,  since  when  the  horizon  glass  is  inclined  it  is  impossible  to 
make  a  contact  of  two  images  of  the  same  point.  But  in  the  deter- 
mination of  the  index  correction  by  the  sun,  the  limbs  of  the 
two  images  will  be  brought  into  contact  alternately  on  each  side 
of  the  true  zero  point  of  the  arc,  and  we  shall  have  ;*  =  ±  0°  32'. 
For  this  case,  with  /9  =  30°  and  k  =  80''  (which  ought  to  be 
the  maximum  error  in  the  adjustment  by  Art.  88),  we  find 
y'=1I'  =  ±:  0".7;  and  even  this  error  is  eliminated  from  the 
index  correction  itself.  For  all  angles  greater  than  0*^  82'  the 
error  is  wholly  inappreciable. 

105.  To  find  the  eccentricity  of  the  sextant. — ^As  the  arc  of  the 
sextant  is  limited,  the  method  of  determining  whether  the  centre 
about  which  the  index  arm  revolves  is  coincident  with  the  centre 
of  the  graduations  by  means  of  two  verniers  180^  apart  (Art.  28) 
is  not  applicable.  We  can  find  the  eccentricity  only  by  comparing 
various  angles  measured  with  the  sextant  with  their  known  values 
found  by  some  other  means.  Thus,  the  angular  distances  of  a 
number  of  terrestrial  points  situated  in  a  horizontal  plane  may 
be  accurately  determined  with  a  good  theodolite  and  then  also 
meaBured  with  the  sextant. 
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Or  we  may  measure  with  the  sextant  the  distance  of  two  well 
known  fixed  stars  and  compare  it  with  the  apparent  distance 
computed  from  their  right  ascensions  and  declinations.  The  re- 
fraction, however,  must  be  taken  into  account,  which  may  be 
done  in  either  of  two  ways.  Ist,  The  true  distance  of  the  stars 
will  be  found  as  in  the  case  of  the  moon  and  a  star,  Vol.  L 
Art.  255.  Then  the  apparent  distance  will  be  found  by  the 
forraulee  (448)  and  (449)  of  Vol.  I.,  in  which  we  must  for  this 
case  suppose  A',  H\  d!  to  be  the  true  altitudes  and  distance,  and 
Ai,  -ffj,  rfi  to  be  their  apparent  values  affected  by  refraction.  The 
altitudes  will  be  computed  by  Art.  14,  Vol.  L,  the  local  time, 
and  consequently  the  hour  angles  of  the  stars,  being  given. 

2d.  We  may  compute  the  zenith  distances  and  parallactic 
angles  of  the  stars  for  the  time  of  the  observation  by  Vol.  I.  Art. 
15,  and  then  the  refraction  in  right  ascension  and  declination  by 
Art.  120.  We  shall  then  have  the  apparent  right  ascensions  and 
declinations,  from  which  the  apparent  distance  will  be  directly 
computed  by  the  method  of  Vol.  I.  Art.  255. 

Now,  let  X  be  the  sextant  reading,  x  the  index  correction  (here 
supposed  to  be  unknown,  as  we  must  regard  the  zero  point  as 
likewise  affected  by  the  eccentricity),  Y  the  true  value  of  the 
measured  angle,  t  the  eccentricity;  then,  since  the  readings  of  the 
sextant  are  double  the  true  arcs,  we  have,  by  (9), 

/-(r  +  a:)=2e»in(}/+jS?) 
or,  putting  n  =  ;*'  —  7*, 

ar  +  2c  cos  -&  sin  } /  -f  2e  sin  ^ cos  } /  ==  n  (73) 

To  find  the  three  unknown  quantities  x,  2ecos-E,  and  2esin^, 
we  must  have  three  such  equations  derived  from  three  angles 
falling  in  different  parts  of  the  arc, — ^for  example,  near  0°,  60^,  and 
120°.  If  we  have  measured  a  large  number  of  angles,  of  various 
magnitudes,  we  can  treat  the  equations  by  the  method  of  least 
squares. 

As  the  index  correction  is  liable  to  change  from  one  observa* 
tion  to  another,  we  can  let  y  represent  the  reading  corrected  for 
the  index  error  found  at  each  observation,  and  then  x  will  be  the 
correction  of  the  zero  point  for  eccentricity. 
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THB   SIMPI.E   REFLECTING   CIRCLE. 

106.  If  the  arc  of  the  sextant  is  extended  to  a  whole  circum- 
ference, the  index  arm  may  be  produced  and  cany  a  vernier 
upon  each  extremity.  The  mean  of  the  readings  of  the  two 
verniers  may  theu  be  taken  at  every  observation,  and  will  be 
■wholly  free  from  the  error  of  eccentricity.  This  constitutes  a 
simple  reflecting  circle,  the  manipalation  of  which  is  in  every 
respect  the  same  as  that  of  the  sextant.  It  has  not  oi^ly  the 
advantage  of  eliminating  the  eccentricity,  bat  at  the  same  time 
of.  diminishing  the  effect  of  errors  of  reading  and  accidental 
errors  of  graduation,  since  every  result  is  derived  from  the 
mean  of  two  readings  at  two  different  divisions  of  the  arc.  The 
only  objection  to  the  instrument  is  found  in  the  slight  increase 
of  its  weight. 

The  simple  reflecting  circles  of  Troughton  are  read  by  three 
verniers  at  distances  of  120^ ;  but,  as  the  eccentricity  is  already 
fully  eliminated  by  two  verniers,  the  third  can  increase  the 
accuracy  of  a  result  only  by  diminishing  the  effect  of  errors  of 
reading  and  of  graduation.  If  «,  is  the  probable  error  of  the 
mean  of  two  readings,  that  of  the  mean  of  three  readings  will  be 

so  that  if  two  verniers  reduce  the  error  to  6"  the  third  will  only 
ftirther  reduce  it  to  4",  an  increase  of  accuracy  which  for  a 
single  observation  is  not  worth  the  additional  complication  and 
weight  and  the  trouble  of  reading.  As  was  to  be  expected, 
these  instruments,  though  of  very  refined  and  perfect  construc- 
tion, have  been  but  little  used. 

The  prismatic  reflecting  circles  of  Pistor  and  Martins  noticed 
below  have  but  two  verniers,  and  combine  many  practical  ad- 
vantages. 

THE   repeating  REFLECfING  CIRCLE, 

107.  In  the  repeating  reflecting  circle  the  small  mirror^  or 
horizon  glass,  is  not  permanently  attached  to  the  frame  of  the 
instrument,  but  is  attached  to  an  arm  which  revolves  about  the 
centre  of  the  instrument.  As  the  telescope  must  always  be 
directed  through  this  glass,  it  is  also  attached  to  the  same  arm 
nnd  revolves  with  it  This  arm  also  carries  a  vernier  at  its 
extremity. 
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Le<:  ETH  (Fig.  28)  be  the  revolving  arm  to  which  are  attached 
the   small   mirror  m,  the 
■*'  telescope  T,  and  the  ver- 

nier, or  index  H;  M  the 
central  mirror  which  is 
revolved  by  the  arm  MI, 
carrying  the  vernier,  or 
index  /.  In  accordance 
with  the  nomenclature  in 
nantical  works,  we  shall 
call  H  the  horkon  indrx, 
and  /  the  centrtd  index. 

The  arc    is   graduated 
from  0"  to  720"  in  the  di- 
rection HIE. 
Let  A  and  B  be  the  objects  whose  angular  distance  is  to  be 
measured.    First :  let  the  central  index  /  be  clamped  at  any 
assumed  point  of  the  arc.     Bring  the  plane  of  the  instrument  to 
pass  through  the  two  objects.    Direct  the  telescope  towards  the 
right  hand  object  B,  and,  without  touching  the  central  index, 
move  the  horizon  index  H  {or  rather  revolve  the  instrument, 
keeping  the  telescope  bearing  on  B),  until  the  image  of  the  left 
hand  object  A  is  reflected  from  the  central  mirror  M  to  the 
horizon  glass  m,  and  thence  to  the  eye,  and  thus  into  coincidence 
with  the  object  B  seen  directly.    This  completes  the  first  part 

_,    ..  of  the  observation.  Now, 

Fig. ».  ,...•-, 

leaving  tue  horizon  index 

ff  clamped  in  this  posi- 
tion, nnclamp  the  central 
index  /;  direct  the  tele- 
scope to  the  left  hand 
object  A,  Pig.  29,  and 
move  the  index  /  for- 
ward (in  the  directjon  of 
the  graduations)  until  the 
reflected  image  of  the 
right  hand  object  B  is 
brought  to  coincide  with 
the  direct  image  of  A. 
This  completes  the  second 
part  of  the  observation. 
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Then,  the  difference  between  the  readings  of  the  central  index  in  its  tw6 
positions  is  twice  the  angular  distance  of  the  objects.  For  let  JK,  Fig. 
29,  be^the  point  of  reeuiing  of  the  central  index  before  the  first 
contact,  and  -R'  that  after  the  second  contact.  At  each  contact 
the  angle  of  the  mirrors  is  eqnal  to  one-half  the  angle  measured 
(Art  80) ;  and  it  is  evident  that  the  points  R  and  R'  are  at  equal 
distances  on  each  side  of  that  point  of  the  arc  at  which  the  cen- 
tral index  would  have  stood  had  we  stopped  its  motion  when  the 
mirrors  were  parallel.  Hence  the  angle  RMR'  is  twice  the 
angle  of  the  mirrors  at  either  contact.  Denoting  the  angle 
measured  by  x^  ^^^  the  readings  by  R  and  R'j  we  have,  there- 
fore, 

2Y  =  R''-It 

The  half  difference  of  the  two  readings  is  then  the  mean  of 
two  measures  of  the  required  angle  ;  while  with  the  sextant  two 
observations  are  necessary  to  furnish  one  measure  of  an  angle, 
since  one  observation  must  be  made  to  determine  the  index  cor- 
rection, which  is  here  dispensed  with. 

If  we  now  recommence  the  observations,  starting  from  the 
last  position  of  the  central  index,  this  index  will  be  found  after 
the  fourth  contact  at  a  reading  iZ",  which  differs  from  R'  by 
twice  the  angle  yi  so  that  we  have 

2r  =  R"'-R' 

and,  consequently. 

Continuing  this  process  as  long  as  we  please,  we  shall  have,  after 

any  even  number  n  of  contacts,  a  reading  R^  of  the   central 

index,  and 

nr  =  Rn-R 
or 

,  =  h^  (74) 

Hence  it  is  necessary  to  read  off  the  arc  only  before  the  first  and 
after  the  last  observed  contact,  which  is  one  of  the  greatest 
advantages  of  this  instrument  for  use  on  board  ship  in  night 
observations. 

108.  If  the  distance  of  the  objects  is  changing,  as  in  the  case 
of  a  lunar  distance  or  an  altitude,  the  difference  between  the 
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first  and  last  readings  will  be  the  sum  of  all  the  individaal 
measures,  and  the  valae  of  f  found  by  dividing  this  sum  by  the 
number  of  observations  will  be  the  m^an  of  all  these  measures. 
The  time  of  each  observation  having  been  noted,  this  value  of  f 
will  be  the  value  of  the  observed  angle  at  the  mean  of  these 
times,  provided  the  angular  distance  is  changing  un^ormljf. 

109.  We  hare  dius  far  supposed  the  telescope  to  be  directed 
alternately  towards  each  object;  but  (as  in  the  measurement  of 
a  lunar  distance,  for  example)  it  is  expedient  to  look  directly  at 
the  fiftinter  object  and  reflect  the  brighter  one.  This  can  be  done 
by  reversing  the  face  of  the  instrument  after  each  contact ;  for 
the  relative  position  of  the  mirrors  will  thus  be  inverted  without 
requiring  the  line  of  sight  to  be  shifted  from  one  object  to  the 
other. 

It  is  convenient  in  practice  to  distinguish  the  two  kinds  of 
observation  by  the  relative  positions  of  the  mirrors.  For  this 
purpose,  let  a  plane  be  conceived  to  be  passed  through  the  axis 
of  the  telescope  at  right  angles  to  the  plane  of  the  circle ;  the 
instrument  is  thus  divided  into  two  portions,  of  which  that  which 
is  on  the  same  side  of  the  perpendicular  plane  as  the  central 
mirror  will  be  called  the  rfght^  and  that  which  is  on  the  opposite 
side,  the  left;  these  designations,  however,  having  no  reference 
to  the  right  and  left  of  the  observer  when  the  instrument  is  held 
in  various  positions. 

An  observation  to  the  right  is  one  in  which  the  object  reflected 
from  the  central  mirror  is  on  the  right  of  the  instrument. 

An  observation  to  the  left  is  one  in  which  the  object  reflected 
from  the  central  mirror  is  on  the  left  of  the  instrument 

A  cross  observation  is  one  consisting  of  two  observations,  one  to 
the  right  and  one  to  the  left. 

The  observation  to  the  right  is  precisely  like  that  with  the 
sextant.  We  may,  in  fact,  use  the  instrument  as  a  sextant. 
Clamp  the  horizon  index  at  any  point  of  the  arc ;  bring  the  direct 
and  reflected  images  of  the  same  object  into  coincidence  by 
moving  the  central  index,  And  read  off  this  index*  Call  this 
reading  B;  then,  making  any  observation  to  the  right,  let  the 
reading  be  R' ;  the  angle  measured  is  -R'  —  jR,  and  — R  may  be 
regarded  as  the  index  correction,  as  in  the  sextant. 

110.  In  observing  altitudes  with  the  repeating  circle,  the  tele« 
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Bcope  is  directed  to  the  image  in  the  artifidLal  horizon.  The 
central  index  is,  for  convenience,  set  upon  zero,  and  we  com- 
mence with  an  ohservation  to  the  left,  as  in  Fig.  28,  holding  the 
instrument  in  the  left  hand.  Th-e  next  observation  is  to  the 
right,  as  in  Fig.  29,  and  the  instrument  is  held  in  the  right  hand. 

111.  In  order  to  facilitate  the  repetition  of  the  observations, 
the  horizon  glass  and  telescope  carry  with  them  an  inner  circular 
arc,  which  is  called  the  finder.  This  finder  moves  under  the 
central  index  arm  alternately  backwards  and  forwards  in  the  suc- 
cessive observations ;  and,  consequently,  when  the  two  places  of 
the  index  arm  have  been  once  noted  on  the  finder,  it  can  be 
brought  approximately  to  these  places  for  the  succeeding  obser- 
vations, whereby  the  images  will  be  already  approximately  in 
contact.  Two  sliding  stops  are  usually  placed  on  the  finder,  and, 
when  once  set,  serve  to  indicate  the  two  positions  of  the  central 
index.  The  finder  is  also  roughly  graduated  for  the  same  pur- 
pose, 

112.  The  adjustment  and  verification  of  the  glasses  and  tele- 
scope are  in  every  respect  the  same  as  for  the  sextant.  The 
theory  of  the  errors  is  also  similar,  o'nly  we  have  a  compensa- 
tion of  some  of  them  which  is  worthy  of  notice  and  will  be 
eonsidered  below. 

Dark  glasses  or  shades  are  placed,  as  in  the  sextant,  behind 
the  horizon  glass  and  between  the  horizon  glass  and  central 
mirror,  for  observations  of  the  sun.  In  cross  observationo,  the 
errors  of  these  glasses  are  eliminated,  since  their  positions  with 
respect  to  the  incident  rays  are  reversed  at  each  alternate  contact. 
In  observations  to  the  left,  however.  Fig.  28,  it  is  evident  that 
when  the  angular  distance  between  the  objects  A  and  B  is  small, 
colored  glasses  midway  between  M  and  m  would  intercept  a 
portion  of  the  direct  rays  from  A  on  their  way  to  M,  In  this 
case,  therefore,  it  becomes  neccssaiy  to  substitute  for  them  a 
large  shade  immediately  in  front  of  the  central  mirror.  The 
same  shade  serves  for  the  observation  to  the  right ;  but,  as  the 
angle  of  incidence  of  rays  falling  upon  it  is  no  longer  the  same 
as  in  the  observation  to  the  left,  the  error  of  the  shade  is 
not  wholly  eliminated.  However,  as  the  angle  of  incidence  is 
small  in  both  positions,  the  errors  produced  by  a  prismatic  form 
of  the  shade  will  be  small,  and  the  partial  compensation  of  these 
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errors  which  occurs  will  leave  a  residual  error  mostly  inappre- 
ciable. 

118.  To  determine  the  error  produced  by  a  prismatic  form  of  the 
centrgl  mirror  in  a  cross  observation  with  the  circle. — Juet  us  consider 
the  two  contacts  separately. 

1st  The  observation  to  the  right  is  the  same  as  with  the  sextant, 
and  hence  we  have,  for  this  observation,  by  (66), 

in  which  My  q^  ^,  /•,  and  7*'  have  the  same  signification  as  in  Art.  97. 
2d.  In  the  observaiion  to  the  left,  the  central  mirror  is  reversed 

with  respect  to  the  incident  ray,  and 
therefore  the  sign  of  M  must  be 
changed.  But  the  angle  of  incidence 
^  f  is  also  changed.  Let  M  and  m^  Fig. 
80,  be  the  positions  of  the  mirrors, 
AM  A  ray  from  the  left-hand  object  A 
reflected  from  the  central  mirror  to  m, 
A  and  thence  to  JF  in  coincidence  with 

the  direct  ray  from  the  object  B.  Producing  the  faces  of 
the  mirrors,  we  readily  find,  from  the  triangle  MQn, 

This  value  is  to  be  used  in  the  equation  (64).  The  error  in  the 
measured  angle  will  be  the  difference  of  the  values  of  (64)  for 
^  =  ^Y  —  fi  and  y  =  —  ^ ;  and  we  shall  therefore  obtain  for  it 
a  formula  differing  from  (75)  only  in  having  —  j9  instead  of  +  jS 
and  —  JHf  instead  of  +  M.  Hence  the  error  in  an  observation 
to  the  left  is 

y  —  y'  =  —  2M  [1/1  +  q*  see*  (ir—fi)  —  Vl  +  q*sec*fi]    (76) 

8d.  For  the  error  in  the  cross  observation  we  have,  by  taking  the 
mean  of  (75)  and  (76), 

r  —  /  =  MlV'l  +  q'sQQ^ir  +  /?)  —  1/1  +  2*secHir  — /5)]  (77) 

If  we  suppose,  as  in  Art.  97,  f=  1.4025,  M=  10",  y  =  120^ 
j9  =  lO*',  we  find,  by  these  formulae,  that  the  error  of  an  observar 
tion  to  the  left  is  41",  that  of  an  observation  to  the  right  is  11'^ 
and  that  of  a  cross  observation  is  15".  The  error  of  the  central 
mirror,  though  not  wholly  eliminated,  is  reduced  to  about  one- 
third  that  of  a  sextant  observation. 
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BoRDA,*  to  whom  we  owe  the  most  important  improvements  in 
the  reflecting  circle,  gave  the  numerical  values  of  the  formulsB 
(75),  (76),  and  (77),  in  a  small  table  with  the  argument  7*,  for  a 
circle  in  which  ^  =  10^.  Table  XXXIY.  of  Bowditch's  Navi- 
gator is  derived  from  similar  formulae. 

The  error  produced  by  the  central  mirror  for  a  given  angle 
may  be  found  by  Art.  97,  and  then  by  means  of  Borda's  table 
we  may  infer  the  correction  for  any  other  angle,  by  simple  pro- 
portion. 

114.  The  errors  of  reading,  of  imperfect  graduation,  and  of 
eccentricity  are  all  nearly  eliminated  by  taking  a  sufficient  num- 
ber of  cross  observations.  For  these  errors  affect  only  the  first 
and  last  readings,  and  are  divided  by  the  number  of  observations. 
If  the  sum  of  all  the  measures  is  very  nearly  720°  or  1440°,  &c., 
80  that  the  central  index  has  made  one  or  more  complete  revo- 
lutions, the  eccentricity  is  wholly  eliminated. 

The  error  resulting  from  an  inclination  of  the  sight  line  of  the 
telescope  is  not  reduced  by  repetition,  since  it  makes  every 
measure  too  great.     (Art.  99.) 

In  theory,  therefore,  the  repeating  circle  is  very  nearly 'a  per- 
fect instrument,  capable  of  eliminating  its  own  errors.  As,  how- 
ever, we  cannot  pretend  to  measure  ^^what  we  cannot  see,*'  the 
refinement  of  the  circle  may  really  be  thrown  away,  so  long  as 
the  optical  power  of  its  telescope  is  so  feeble.  In  fact,  the  results 
obtained  with  the  circle  do  not  appear  to  have  surpassed  those 
obtained  with  the  sextant  so  much  as  was  expected  from  its  theo- 
retical perfection.  This  may,  however,  be  due,  in  a  degree,  to 
the  mechanical  imperfections  arising  from  the  centring  of  two 
axes  one  within  another.f 

*  Description  et  usage  du  Cercle  de  Rifltxion,  par  Ch.  Db  Borda,  4«**  ed.  Paris,  1816. 

f  It  seems  that  the  instrument  makers  haye  supposed  that  it  was  necessary  that 
both  the  horison  and  the  central  indices  should  be  perfectly  centred.  In  Gambby's 
circles  the  axis  of  the  central  index  turns  within  that  of  the  horison  index,  and  any 
shake  of  the  latter  is  communicated  to  the  former.  But,  if  we  use  the  instrument  as 
prescribed  in  the  text,  reading  off  onlg  the  central  index,  it  is  quite  unimportant 
whether  the  horison  index  is  correctly  centred  or  not.  It  is  only  necessary  that  it 
should  rcToWe  in  a  plane  parallel  to  the  plane  of  the  instrument,  and  should  remain 
firmly  clamped  throughout  each  cross  obserration ;  and  this  will  be  secured  by  giTing 
it  a  broad  bearing  about  the  centre.  The  axis  of  tlie  central  index  ought  then  to 
pass  directly  into  the  solid  trnme  of  the.  instrument,  and  the  horison  index  should 
tun  upon  a  fixed  collar,  which  would  entirely  separate  it  from  the.  former.     From 


126  BSPKATIRG   CIKCLS. 

115.  The  circle,  as  above  described,  ie  capable  of  meamring 
no  angles  greater  than  about  140°.  In  this  respect,  therefore, 
it  does  not  excel  the  sextant.  A  very  simple  addition  proposed 
by  M.  Dausst  obviates  this  difficulty.  On  the  horizon  index 
arm  EH,  Fig.  31,  he  places  a  eecoud  small  mirror  n,  which 
ie  of  only  one-half  the 
^^-  "■  height  of  the  silvered 

partof  the  horizon  glaaa 
m.  The  angle  at  which 
it  stands  is  more  or  less 
arbitrary,  but  it  is  con- 
venient to  have  it  make 
an  angle  of  about  45° 
M  wtthtbemirrorm.  Let 
A  be  any  distant  object, 
and  let  the  instrument 
be  held  so  that  a  rzyAn, 
g  falling  upon  »,  shall  be 

reflected  in  the  line  nm 
to  m  and  thence  to  the  eye  at  E.  Xow  move  the  central  index 
until  the  ray  AC,  from  the  same  object,  is  reflected  from  the 
central  mirror  MN  in  the  line  Cm,  passing  over  the  small  mirror 
n  to  the  horizon  glass,  and  thence  to  the  eye  in  coincidence  with 
the  first  ray.  (This  observation  is  like  the  ordinary  one  of  deter- 
mining the  zero  point  of  a  sextant  or  circle,  only  the  line  of  sight 
ie  directed  to  a  point  about  90°  from  the  object)  The  mirror 
JtfJV  and  the  small  mirror  n  are  now  parallel.  Let  R  be  the 
reading  of  the  central  index.  Kow  let  £  be  a  second  object 
which  may  be  even  more  than  180°  from  A  reckoned  in  the 
direction  HRR'.  Move  the  central  index  until  this  object  ie 
reflected  from  the  central  mirror  M'N'  to  m,  and  thus  into  coin- 
cidence with  the  image  of  A  reflected  from  n.    Let  R'  be  the 

ttie  fWet  that  sach  ■  emstrnation  hal  not  beau  hcreiorore  mdoptod,  I  infer  that  this 
fart  of  ths  Ihaorjr  of  the  instmrnent  hu  not  been  well  ooQeidtrad. 

ir  this  ahaoge  ii  made,  anil  the  iBBlrumeut  is  uaad  aa  Uad  upon  a  aUnd,  I  caunot 
aec  an;  reaaon  wliy  «e  should  nnt  raaliie  all  the  tbeorolical  adiantagea  of  the  in- 
Mrument,  enpeoiai);  if  we  eonsiderablj  inereaa*  the  optical  power  of  the  telescope. 

The  opinion  of  Sir  Johh  Hemcriil  (Ouiluia  of  Attronomy,  Art.  I8S)  that  "ilic 
abatraot  beaatjand  advanti^  of  Ihia  principle"  (of  repetition)  "seem  lo  be  eoanter- 
balanc'd  in  pniotiae  by  eonie  tinknoieti  eaun,  irikh  pnbMg  mtut  bt  tongkt  ff  it 
imptrftet  elmnping,"  is  lianllj  luatained  by  pn«liaal  esperienae  with  iDBUrumenIa 
havlmg  a  single  otoitral  axii. 
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reading.  The  angular  ra^otion  of  the  mirror  MN  being  always 
equal  to  one-half  the  angular  distance  of  the  objects,  JS'  —  iZ  ia 
the  required  angle.  M.  Daitsst  calls  this  contrivance  a  dipressio^ 
mitrej  or  dip-nucisiirer^  from  its  application  to  the  measurement 
of  the  dip  of  the  sea  horizon,  by  measuring  the  angular  distance 
between  two  diametrically  opposite  points  of  the  horizon,  this 
angular  dist49ince  being  180*^  plus  or  minus  twice  the  dip  accord- 
ing as  we  measure  through  the  zenith  or  through  the  nadir.  It 
finds,  however,  another  important  application  in  observations 
with  the  artificial  horizon  when  the  altitude  exceeds  65°  or  70°, 
and  the  double  altitude  is  consequently  too  great  to  be  measured 
in  the  usual  manner.  The  additional  mirror  is  usuall}'  furnished 
with  the  Gambey  circles,  and  is  readily  applied  to  any  instru- 
ments Since  the  angle  at  which  it  stands  is  not  required  to  be 
found,  the  only  adjustment  necessary  is  to  make  it  perpendicular 
to  the  plane  of  the  instrument,  which  is  done  by  the  aid  of  the 
same  test  as  that  which  is  used  in  adjusting  the  horizon  glass; 
M'e  have  only  to  observe  that  the  two  images  of  the  same  object 
A  (which  for  this  purpose  may  be  a  bright  star)  reflected  from 
MN  And  n  can  be  brought  into  coincidence  in  the  middle  of  the 
field  of  the  telescope ;  the  mirrors  JSfiVand  m  having  of  course 
been  previously  adjusted.* 

THB   PRISMATIC   REFLECTING   CIRCLE   AKD   SEXTANT. 

116.  The  prismatic  reflecting  circle,  constructed  by  Pistor  and 
Martins  of  Berlin,  difters  from  the  simple  reflecting  circle 
(Art  106)  by  the  substitution  of  a  glass  prism  for  the  horizon 
glass,  and  by  the  position  ^of  this  prism  with  respect  to  the  cen- 
tral mirror, 

ABC,  Fig.  82,  represents  the  circle;  M  the  central  mirror 
upon  the  index  arm  ac,  which  carries  a  vernier  at  each  end  a 
and  c;  m  the  prism,  which  is  nearer  the  telescope  T  than  the 
central  mirror,  and  is  permanently  attached  to  the  frame  of  the 
instrument.  The  prism  has  two  of  its  faces  nearly  perpendicular 
to  each  other,  and  the  third  face  acts  as  the  reflector.  A  ray 
from  the  central  mirror  entering  one  of  the  perpendicular  faces 

is  totally  reflected  at  the  inner  fiice  and  passes  out  through  the 

I     ■■■   '  -...-...I..   ■->..  ■.i....»ii        .,  . 

*  Speetal  in8inimefit8  for  meaauring  the  dip  of  the  mm  horiton  ha^e  been  eontrived. 
For  an  aocount  of  TBOuoevmi's  D^^Settar^  tee  Sinks' a  Tre^Out  on  Mathmnatital 
InttnmenU. 
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other  perpendicular  face  in  the  direction  of  the  sight  line  of  the 
telescope.  The  height  of  the  prism  is  only  one-half  the  diameter 
of  the  object  lens  of  the  telescope,  and  therefore  direct  rajs 
from  any  object  passing  over  the  prism  enter  the  telescope  and 
are  brought  to  the  same  focus  as  the  reflected  rays.  When  the 
central  mirror  is  parallel  to  the  longer  side  of  the  prism,  as  in 
Fig.  32,  two  images  of  the  same  object  are  in  coincidence,  and 
the  index  correction  is  determined  as  in  the  sextant,  except  that 
every  reading  is  here  the  mean  of  the  *  readings  of  the  two 
verniers. 
Now  revolving  the  index  into  the  position,  Fig.  88,  an  object 


Fig.  32. 


Fig.  33. 
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to  the  right  will  be  reflected  into  coincidence  with  the  direct 
object,  and  the  angular  distance  of  the  two  objects  is  given  by 
•the  reading  corrected  for  the  index  error.  When  the  central 
mirror  becomes  nearly  perpendicular  to  tlie  line  Mm^  the  prism 
intercepts  the  rays  from  the  right  hand  object.  This  occurs 
when  the  angular  distance  of  the  two  objects  is  about  130®. 
Beyond  this  point  the  head  of  the  observer  also  intercepts  the 
rays,  until  we  come  to  the  position  of  Fig.  34. 

In  this  position  two  objects  180°  apart  can  be  brought  into 
optical  coincidence.  But,  although  the  prism  does  not  jnterfere 
with  the  rays  from  the  second  object,  the  head  of  the  observer 
may ;  and  this  is  obviated  by  placing  a  small  prism  D  at  the  eye 
end  of  the  telescope,  to  reflect  the  two  images  which  are  in 
coincidence,  to  the  eye  in  the  direction  DE. 
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Continuing  the  motion  of  the  index,  we  see,  by  Fig.  35,  that 
angles  greater  than  180°  can  now  be  obtained  until  the  index 
arm  comes  against  the  prism,  which  occurs  when  the  angle  is 
about  280°.  The  angles  thus  measured  may  be  reckoned  either 
as  between  280°  and  180°  or  between  80°  and  180°.  Of  these, 
the  angles  falling  between  80°  and  130°  may  be  observed  in  two 
reversed  positions  of  the  instrument,  constituting  a  cross  obser- 
vation, as  with  the  repeating  circle,  whereby  the  index  correc- 
tion becomes  unnecessary,  and  the  errors  arising  from  a  prismatic 
form  of  the  central  mirror  are  partially  eliminated. 


Fig.  34. 


Fig.  85. 
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When  the  index  is  on  zero.  Fig..  82,  the  rays  incident  upon 
the  central  mirror  make  an  angle  with  it  of  20°,  and  in  this  posi- 
tion we  obtain  the  feeblest  reflected  images.  When  the  index 
is  at  130°,  the  incident  rays  make  an  angle  with  the  mirror  of 
85°,  and  we  obtain  the  brightest  reflected  images.  In  the  com- 
mon sextant,  the  reverse  takes  place ;  the  feeblest  images  occur 
for  the  angle  130°  when  the  incident  rays  make  an  angle  of  only 
10°  with  the  central  mirror ;  and  the  brightest  images  when  the 
index  is  on  zero  and  the  rays  make  an  angle  of  75°  with  the 
mirror.  The  angles  of  incidence  in  the  prismatic  instruments 
are,  therefore,  more  favorable  for  the  production  of  distinct 
images  than  in  the  common  sextant,  since  even  the  smallest 
angle  which  the  incident  rays  make  with  the  mirror  in  the 
former  is  double  the  corresponding  angle  in  the  latter. 
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The  adjustments  of  the  prism  and  central  mirror  are  similar  to 
those  of  the  horizon  and  index  glasses  of  the  sextant. 

The  theory  of  the  errors  is  also  similar  to  that  above  given 
for  the  sextant  and  circle. 

117.  The  advantages  of  these  instruments  over  the  common 
sextants  are:  1st.  Angles  of  all  magnitudes  can  be  measnred; 
2d,  the  eccentricity  is  completely  eliminated  by  always  employ- 
ing the  mean  of  the  readings  of  the  two  verniers ;  8d,  the  re- 
flected images  are  brighter  than  in  other  reflecting  instruments, 
both  because  the  angles  of  incidence  upon  the  central  mirror  are 
more  favorable,  and  because  the  inner  face  of  a  glass  prism  is  a 
much  better  reflector  than  a  silvered  glass;  4th,  the  errors 
arising  from  a  prismatic  form  of  the  central  mirror  are  much 
less  than  in  the  sextant.  The  instruments,  as  made  by  Pistor 
and  Martins  combine  also  other  improvements  which  might  be 
introduced  into  the  common  sextant.  Thus,  the  shade  glasses 
admit  of  reversal,  by  which  their  errors  are  wholly  eliminated ; 
a  revolving  disc,  containing  small  colored  glasses  or  shades,  is 
adapted  to  the  eye  piece  of  the  telescope,  for  use  in  taking  alti- 
tudes of  the  sun  with  the  artificial  horizon ;  all  lost  motion  is 
avoided  in  the  tangent  screw,  by  causing  it  to  act  against  a 
spring ;  the  arc  is  read  off  at  night  by  the  aid  of  a  lantern  which 
is  placed  over  the  centre  of  the  instrument  and  the  light  of  which 
is  concentrated  upon  the  arc  by  a  lens. 

The  prismatic  sextant  differs  from  the  circle  only  m  dispensing 
with  the  second  vernier  (the  vernier  a  in  the  above  figures),  and 
that  portion  of  the  arc  upon  which  it  reads.  The  same  angles 
can  be  measured  with  this  instrument  as  with  the  circle,  but 
without  the  advantage  of  eliminating  the  eccentricity. 

For  an  extensive  series  of  observations,  illustrating  the  capa- 
bilities of  the  sextant  in  the  hands  of  a  good  observer,  and  espe- 
cially demonstrating  th^  excellence  of  the  prismatic  sextants,  see 
an  article  of  Sqhukachjw^  in  th<^  Asiron^  Nacky  Vol.  XXTII.  p. 
821. 
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CHAPTER  V. 


THE  TRANSIT   INSTRUMENT. 


118.  The  travsU  instrummi  is  an  instrument  for  determining 
the  instant  of  a  star's  passage  through  any  given  vertical  plane  ; 
or  (which  is  the  same  thing)  the  time  of  a  star's  transit  over  any 
given  vertical  circle.  For  this  purpose,  it  is  necessary  that  the 
motion  of  the  telescope  be  confined  to  the  vertical  plane ;  and  this 
is  effected  by  attaching  the  tube  to  a  horizontal  axis  and  perpen- 
dicular to  it,  so  that  by  revolving  the  instrument  upon  this  axis 
the  principal  sight-line  of  the  telescope  describes  a  plane  passing 
through  the  zenith.  The  common  theodolite  may  therefore  be 
used  as  a  transit  instrument  when  its  telescope  admits  of  a  com- 
plete revolution  upon  its  horizontal  axis. 

The  time  of  transit  over  the  assumed  vertical  circle  is  deduced 
from  the  time  when  a  star  passes  a  given  thread  placed  in  the 
focus  of  the  objective. 

The  instrument  may  be  mounted  in  any  vertical  plane,  but  is 
chiefly  used  either  in  the  meridian  or  in  the  prime  vertical :  in 
the  first  position,  for  finding  either  the  true  local  time  or  the 
right  ascensions  of  stars ;  in  the  second,  for  finding  either  the 
latitude  of  the  place  of  observation  or  the  declinations  of  stars. 
When  spoken  of  simply  as  "the  transit  instrument,'*  however, 
it  is  usually  understood  to  be  in  the  meridian. 

It  admits  of  some  variety  of  form.  In  the  old  and  still  most 
common  form,  the  telescope  and  horizontal  axis  bisect  each 
other,*  and  the  two  ends  of  the  axis  are  supported  on  pillars 
between  which  the  telescope  revolves. 

A  second  form  is  that  in  which,  starting  from  the  first  form, 
one^half  the  telescope  tube  is  dispensed  with,  that  half  which 
contains  the  object  glass  being  retained,  while  the  horizontal  axis 
is  made  to  perform  the  part  of  the  other  half.    At  the  intersec- 

*  In  Hallst^s  transit  instrument  (still  preserved  as  a  relic  in  the  Greenwich  Ob- 
senratorj)  the  piTots  of  the  axis  are  at  nneqnaV distances  from  the  telescope. 
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tion  of  the  tube  with  the  axis  is  a  glass  prism  which  bends  the 
rays  from  the  object  glass  at  right  angles,  and  transmits  them 
through  the  hollow  axis  to  the  eye  piece  which  is  placed  at  the 
end  of  this  axis.  The  chief  advantage  of  this  construction  is 
that  the  observer  does  not  have  to  change  his  position  to  observe 
all  the  stars  which  cross  the  plane  of  the  telescope.  It  has  also 
the  advantage,  for  a  portable  instrument,  of  diminished  weight 
and  a  more  compact  form. 

In  a  third  form,  proposed  by  Steinhkil*  of  Munich  the 
telescope  tube  is  dispensed  with  entirely,  or  rather  the  horizontal 
axis  is  converted  into  a  telescope,  by  starting  from  the  second 
form  just  described  and  shortening  the  tube  until  the  object 
glass  is  brought  next  to  the  prism,  so  that  the  rays  are  bent 
immediately  after  entering  the  instrument.  This  is  therefore, 
practically,  an  instrument  of  the  second  form  with  the  telescope 
tube  reduced  to  its  minimum  length ;  but,  to  gain  sufficient  focal 
length,  the  object  glass  and  prism  (which  are  connected  together) 
are  placed  near  one  end  of  the  axis.  This  form  evidently  offers 
the  greatest  advantages  for  a  portable  instrument ;  its  want  of 
symmetry,  and  the  loss  of  light  incurred  by  the  introduction  of 
the  prism,  seem  to  prevent  its  adoption  for  the  larger  instruments 
intended  for  the  more  refined  purposes  of  the  observatory. 

The  principles  governing  the  use  of  such  instruments  being 
essentially  the  same  as  those  which  apply  to  the  transit  instru- 
ment of  the  common  form,  I  shall  here  treat  exclusively  of  the 
latter. 

119.  Plate  IV.  represents  the  meridian  transit  instrument  of 
the  Washington  Observatory,  made  by  Ertel  and  Sons,  Munich. 
It  has  a  focal  length  of  85  inches,  with  a  clear  aperture  of  6.S 
inches.  The  dimensions  of  all  the  parts  may  be  found  from  the 
drawing.  The  portions  of  the  telescope  tube  TT^  which  are 
made  conical  to  prevent  flexure,  are  screwed  to  the  hollow  cube  . 
M.  Thfe  conical  portions  of  the  horizontal  or  rotation  axis  JNTiV 
are  also  screwed  to  this  cube ;  this  axis  is  hollow,  and  terminates 
in  two  steel  cylindrical  pivots  which  rest  in  Vs  at  W.  It  is 
highly  important  that  these  pivots  be  perfect  cylinders  and  of 
precisely  equal  diameters. 

If  the  whole  weight  of  an  instrument  of  this  size  were  per- 

*  AHron,  Jiaeh,,  Vol.  XXIX.  D.  177. 
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mitted  to  rest  upon  the  Vs,  the  friction  would  soon  destroy  the 
perfect  form  of  the  pivots,  and  hence  a  portion  of  this  weight  is 
counterpoised  by  the  weights  WW^  which,  by  means  of  levers, 
act  at  JTX,  where  there  are  friction  rollers  upon  which  the  axis 
turns.  By  this  arrangement,  only  so  much  of  the  weight  of  the 
instrument  is  allowed  to  rest  upon  the  Vs  as  is  necessary  to 
insure  a  perfect  contact  of  the  pivots  with  the  Vs.  This  not  only 
saves  the  pivots,  but  gives  the  greatest  possible  freedom  of 
motion  to  the  telescope,  the  lightest  touch  of  the  finger  being 
now  sufficient  to  rotate  the  instrument  upon  the  axis. 

The  counterpoises  may  be  made  to  perform  another  important 
service  in  diminishing  \hQ  flexure  of  the  horizontal  axis,  which  they 
will  evidently  do  if  th*ey  are  applied  nearer  to  the  cube  than  in  this 
instrument.  With,  cones,  such  as  NN^  of  very  broad  base,  the 
amount  of  flexure  must  be  extremely  small ;  still,  with  counter- 
poises properly  placed,  the  necessity  of  making  the  cones  so 
large  and  heavy  would  be  obviated.  (See  the  arrangement  of 
the  counterpoises  in  the  meridian  circle,  Plate  VII.) 

In  the  principal  focus  of  the  objective,  at  m,  is  the  reticule^  con- 
sisting of  seven  parallel  transit  threads ;  these  are  parallel  to  the 
vertical  plane  of  the  telescope  and  perpendicular  to  its  optical 
axis  (Art.  5).  These  threads  and  the  images  of  stars  in  their 
plane  are  observed  with  the  eye  piece  E.  Eye  pieces,  or  oculars, 
of  various  magnifying  powers  are  usually  supplied,  to  be  used 
according  to  the  nature  of  the  object  observed  and  the  state  of 
the  atmosphere,  the  highest  powers  being  available  only  in  the 
most  favorable  circumstances.  One  of  these  eye  pieces  (and 
usually  one  of  the  lowest  powers)  is  fitted  with  a  mirror  to  throw 
light  down  the  tube  in  observations  for  coUimation,  as  will  be 
fully  explained  hereafter.  This  constitutes  what  is  called  the 
coUimatwg  eye  piece  ;  but  the  plan  of  placing  a  small  piece  of  mica 
outside  the  eye  piece  (Art.  47)  converts  any  one  of  the  eye  pieces 
into  a  coUimating  eye  piece. 

There  is  also  a  micrometer  thread  which  moves  so  nearly  in 
the  plane  of  the  transit  threads  as  to  be  sensibly  in  the  same 
focus.  This  thread  may  be  either  parallel  or  at  right  angles  to 
the  transit  threads  according  to  the  application  of  it  intended ; 
but  in  the  simple  transit  instrument  its  use  will  be  chiefly  to 
determine  the  coUimation  with  the  mercury  collimator,  and  then 
it  will  be  most  convenient  to  make  it  parallel  to  the  transit 
threads.    For  this  purpose,  it  will  be  still  better  to  substitute  for 
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the  single  movable  thread  a  cross-thread  or  two  very  close  parallel 
threads. 

The  transit  threads  are  rendered  visible  at  night  by  light 
thrown  into  the  interior  of  the  telescope  through  the  hollow 
rotiition  axis  from  a  lamp  on  either  side.  The  light  is  reflected 
down  the  telescope  tube  by  a  small  silver  mirror  in  the  cube  My 
or  by  an  open  metallic  ring,  which  does  not  interfere  with  rays 
from  the  object  glass.  The  amount  of  light  can  easily  be  regu- 
lated by  a  contrivance  which  it  is  not  necessary  to  describe.  The 
color  of  the  light  may  be  varied  by  passing  it  through  glass  of 
the  desired  shade. 

The  light  thus  thrown  down  the  tube  illuminates  the^eW,  and 
the  transit  threads  appear  as  black  lines  upon  a  bright  ground. 
For  very  faint  stars  it  may  be  necessary  to  reduce  this  field 
illumination  to  such  an  extent  that  the  threads  cease  to  be  dis- 
tinctly visible,  and  then  the  direct  illumination  of  the  threads  is 
to  be  resorted  to.  This  direct  illumination  of  the  threads  is 
effected,  in  the  instrument  here  represented,  by  two  small  lamps 
(omitted  in  the  drawing)  suspended  upon  the  telescope  near 
the  eye  piece,  which  throw  their  light  obliquely  upon  the  threads 
without  illuminating  the  field.  The  lamps  are  so  suspended  that 
their  flames  occupy  the  same  position  relatively  to  the  threads 
for  all  positions  of  the  telescope.  The  threads  are  thus  made  to 
appear  as  bright  lines  on  a  dark  ground.  Two  lamps,  one  on 
each  side,  are  used  in  order  to  produce  symmetrical  illumination 
of  the  threads.  The  threads  may  also  be  illuminated  by  light 
admitted  through  the  axis,  but  so  brought  do\vTi  the  tube  (by  the 
aid  of  a  small  lens)  as  not  to  illuminate  the  field ;  this  light  being 
finally  received  by  small  reflectors  near  the  eye  piece,  and  by 
them  thrown  upon  the  threads  in  such  a  manner  as  to  produce 
the  required  symmetrical  illumination. 

At  F  and  F  are  two  ^xn^eW  jindivg  circles^  also  cdlleA  finding  levels^ 
or  Bimyly  finders,  which  serve  in  setting  the  telescope  at  any  given 
elevation  or  zenith  distance.  They  will  be  more  fully  explained 
in  connection  with  the  portable  transit  instrument  in  the  next 
article. 

The  handles,  A  and  -B,  which  are  within  reach  of  the  observer'3 
hand,  act  upon  a  clamp  and  fine  motion  screw  by  which  the  tele- 
scope is  fixed  and  accurately  set  at  any  zenith  distance. 

The  inclination  of  the  rotation  axis  to  the  horizon  is  measured 
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with  the  striding  level  L  (Art.  61),  which  is  applied  to  the  pivots 
VV.    The  feet  of  the  level  have  also  the  form  of  Vs, 

The  piers  are  so  nearly  adjusted  in  the  first  place  that  the  Vs 
are  nearly  in  a  true  east  and  west  line,  but  a  small  final  correc- 
tion is  still  possible  by  means  of  screws  which  act  horizontally 
upon  one  of  the  Vs.  In  the  same  manner,  the  inclination  of  the 
axis  to  the  horizon  is  made  as  small  as  we  please  by  screws 
acting  vertically  upon  the  other  V.  These  screws  are  not  shown 
in  the  drawing. 

In  order  to  eliminate  errors  of  the  instrument,  it  is  necessary 
to  reverse  the  rotation  axis  from  time  to  time,  that  is,  to  make 
the  east  and  west  ends  of  the  axis  change  places.  The  reversing 
apparatus  or  ear  for  this  purpose  is  shown  at  JR.  It  runs  upon 
grooved  wheels  which  roll  upon  two  rails  laid  in  the  observatory 
floor  between  the  piers  PP^  and  is  thus  brought  directly  beneath 
the  axis.  By  the  crank  A  acting  upon  the  beveled  wheels  e  and 
/,  two  forked  arms  aa  are  lifted  and  brought  into  contact  with 
the  axis  at  NN;  then,  continuing  the  motion,  the  telescope  is 
lifted  just  sufficiently  to  clear  the  Vs,  and  the  friction  rollers  at 
^JT;  the  car  is  then  rolled  out  from  between  the  piers,  bearing 
the  telescope  upon  its  arms ;  a  semi-revolution  is  given  to  the 
arms,  the  exact  semi-revo^ition  being  determined  by  a  stop  d^ 
the  car  is  rolled  back  between  the  piers,  and  the  telescope  lowered 
into  the  Vs.  It  is  hardly  necessary  to  observe  that  the  telescope 
is  placed  in  a  horizontal  position  during  this  operation. 

An  observing  couch  C  runs  on  the  rails  between  the  piers.    It 
is  so  arranged  that  the  observer  reclining  upon  it  may  give  his 
head  any  required  elevation,  and  thus  be  able  to  observe  stars  at  ' 
high  altitudes  without  the  discomfort  which  would  destroy  the 
accuracy  of  his  observations. 

The  piers  PP  are  of  granite,  and  rest  upon  a  foundation  of 
stone  sunk  ten  feet  below  the  surface  of  the  ground.  They  are 
wholly  insulated  from  the  walls  and  floor  of  the  building. 

Between  the  piers,  a  granite  slab  about  a  foot  broad  and  ten 
feet  long  is  placed  on  a  level  with  the  floor.  This  rests  firmly 
upon  the  foundation  which  supports  the  instrument,  and,  like 
the  piers,  is  insulated  from  the  floor.  On  this  slab  may  be 
placed  a  basin  of  mercury  at  various  distances  from  the  instru- 
ment^ for  observing  stars  by  reflexion. 

I  do  not  propose  to  enter  into  the  details  of  constructing  the- 
observatory  itself,  as  many  of  these  details  will  vary  according  to* 
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the  taste  aud  means  of  the  builder;  but  it  is  essential  to  remark 
that  the  opening  in  the  roof  and  sides  of  the  building  through 
which  the  observations  are  to  be  made  should  be  much  wider 
than  the  mere  aperture  of  the  telescope ;  for  there  are  always 
currents  of  air  of  various  temperatures  near  the  edges  of  the 
openings,  which  produce  unsteadiness  in  the  images  of  stars.  A 
width  of  two  feet  at  least  should  be  allowed. 

It  is  also  well  to  observe  that  the  observing  room  should  be 
large  and  high,  that  the  radiation  from  the  walls  maj  not  have 
too  much  effect  upon  the  instrument.  No  artificial  heat  should 
be  permitted  in  it  or  near  it.  Its  temperature  at  the  time  of  an 
observation,  and  that  of  the  whole  instrument,  should  be  as 
nearly  as  possible  the  same  as  the  temperature  of  the  atmosphere 
outside  the  observatory. 

The  indispensable  companion  of  the  transit  instrument  in  the 
observatory  is  the  sidereal  clock,  which  is  to  be  secured  to  a 
stone  pier,  resting  upon  a  foundation  which  is  insulated  from  the 
floor,  and  so  placed  that  its  dial  may  be  seen  by  the  observer 
from  any  position  he  may  occupy  at  the  telescope.  If,  however, 
the  transits  are  recorded  by  the  chronograph  (Arts.  71-77)  the 
clock  may  be  in  any  part  of  the  observatory,  and  a  single  clock 
may  be  used  for  aU  the  observations  Wth  all  the  instruments.  It 
will  only  be  necessary  that  each  instrument  should  have  its  own 
chronographic  register,  which  is  graduated  into  seconds  by  the 
one  standard  clock.  However,  a  clock  in  the  room  with  the  in- 
strument is  still  necessary  to  enable  the  observer  to  prepare  for 
his  observations  at  the  proper  time;  but  this  may  then  be  re- 
garded as  a  sort  of  finder  merely,  and  it  will  be  necessary  to  regu- 
late it  only  approximately. 

120.  Plate  V.  represents  a  portable  transit  instrument  as  con- 
structed by  Mr.  W.  Wurdemann  (Washington,  D.  C).  The  focal 
length  of  such  an  instrument  is  usually  from  24  to  86  inches. 

The  letters  common  to  Plate  V.  and  Plate  IV.  represent  the 
same  parts.  The  peculiar  feature  is  the  portable  frame  PP,  which 
here  takes  the  place  of  the  piers.  It  is  made  of  iron,  and  is  made 
as  light  as  possible  without  the  sacrifice  of  strength  and  stability. 
The  screws  1 1  being  removed,  the  inclined  supports  pp  fold  in 
against  the  upright  ones,  and  then  the  latter  fold  down  upon  the 
horizontal  frame ;  and  the  whole  frame  can  be  placed  in  a  box. 
This  box  is  deep  enough  to  receive  the  telescope  also.    The 
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instrument  can  thus  be  conveniently  transported  and  set  up  in  a 
few  minutes  upon  any  temporary  pillar  Q.  In  the  field  it  will 
often  be  convenient  to  mount  the  instrument  upon  the  trunk  of 
a  tree  cut  off  to  the  required  height.  The  frame  is  quickly 
levelled  approximately  by  the  foot  screws  Sy  Sj  S. 

A  diagonal  eye  piece  E  (Art,  12)  is  necessary  for  observing  stars 
at  considerable  altitudes. 

The  eye  tube  of  the  telescope  is  moved  out  and  in  by  a  rack 
and  pinion  r,  to  bring  the  threads  precisely  into  the  focus  of  the 
object  glass.  The  rack  and  pinion  k  carry  the  eye  piece  to  the 
right  and  left  so  as  to  bring  it  opposite  each  thread  in  succesfiion 
as  a  star  crosses  it. 

The  finder  F  consists,  1st,  of  a  small  graduated  circle  which  is 
permanently  attached  to  the  telescope;  2d,  of  a  spirit  level  g 
attached  to  an  arm  which  revolves  about  the  centre  of  the  circle. 
This  arm  carries  a  vernier,  and  has  a  clamp  and  fine  motion 
screw  at/.  When  the  vernier  reads  0°,  the  axis  of  the  level  is 
parallel  to  the  optical  axis  of  the  telescope ;  consequently,  if  we 
set  the  vernier  to  this  reading,  0®,  and  then  revolve  the  tele- 
scope until  the  bubble  stands  in  the  middle  of  the  tube,  the 
optical  axis  will  be  horizontal.  If  then  we  set  the  vernier  at 
any  other  given  reading  2?,  and  revolve  the  telescope  until  the 
bubble  stands  in  the  middle  of  the  tube,  the  inclination  of  the 
telescope  to  the  horizon  will  be  =  i2.  The  altitude  of  a  star 
whose  transit  is  to  be  observed  is  known  from  its  declination 
and  the  latitude  of  the  place  of  observation,  tmd  it  is  usually 
necessary  to  prepare  for  the  observation*  by  setting  the  telescope 
at  the  proper  altitude  by  means  of  the  finder. 

A  rack  and  pinion  (not  shown  in  the  drawing)  serve  to  revolve 
the  eye  piece  and  micrometer  so  as  to  make  the  threads  vertical, 
or  rather  parallel  to  the  vertical  plane  of  the  telescope. 

The  illuminating  lamps  are  shown  in  their  position.  Their 
light  is  thrown  into  the  axis  in  nearly  parallel  lines  by  means  of 
a  lens  in  the  lantern  opposite  the  middle  point  of  the  fiame,  the 
flame  being  nearly  in  the  focus  of  the  lens. 

120*.  A  small  altitude  and  azimuth  instrument  so  constructed 
that  it  may  be  used  also  as  a  transit  instrument  is  called  a  universal 
minanerU.  The  horizontal  graduated  circle  renders  such  an  in- 
strument very  convenient  for  observations  out  of  the  meridian. 
See  Chapter  VTL 


6. 


138  TRANSIT   INSTRUMENT. 

121.  Method  of  observation. — ^In  all  cases,  the  celestial  observa- 
tioQ  made  with  the  transit  iustrument  consists  only  in  noting,  by 
a  clock  or  chronometer,  the  several  instants  when  a  star  or  other 
object  crosses  the  threads.  The  method  of  doing  this  with  pre- 
cision is  as  follows.  The  instrument  remaining  stationary,  the 
diurnal  motion  causes  the  star  to  pass  across  the  field  of  the 
telescope.  As  it  approaches  a  thread,  the  observer  looks  at  the 
clock  and  begins  to  count  its  beats ;  and,  keeping  the  count  in 
his  head  by  the  aid  of  the  audible  beats  of  the  clock,  he  then 
turns  his  eye  to  the  telescope  and  notes  the  beat  when  the  star 
appears  on  the  thread.  The  transit  over  the  thread  may,  how- 
ever, fall  between  two  beats ;  and  then  the  fraction  of  a  beat  is 
to  be  estimated.  This  estimate  is  made  rather  by  the  eye  than 
the  ear.     Suppose  the  clock  beats  seconds.    Let  a.  Fig.  36,  be 

the  position  of  the  star  at  the  last  beat 
before  the  star  comes  to  the  thread,  and  b 
its  position  at  the  next  following  beat. 
The  observer  compares  the  distance  from 

-;^ a  to  the  thread  with  the  distance  from  a  to 

bf  and  estimates  the  fraction  which  ex- 
presses the  ratio  of  the  former  to  the  latter 
in  tenths ;  and  these  tenths  are  then  to  be 
added  to  the  whole  number  of  seconds 
counted  at  a,  to  express  the  instant  of  transit  Thus,  if  he  counts 
20  seconds  by  the  clock  at  a,  and  estimates  that  from  a  to  the 
thread  is  ^  of  abf  the  instant  of  transit  is  20'.4,  which  he  records, 
together  with  the, minute  and  hour  by  the  clock. 

In  the  transit  of  the  sun,  the  moon,  or  a  planet,  the  instant 
when  the  limb  is  a  tangent  to  the  thread  is  noted.  The  mode 
of  inferring  the  time  of  transit  of  the  centre  from  that  of  the 
limb  will  be  explained  hereafter. 

The  most  accurate  method  of  observing  transits  is  by  the  aid 
of  the  chronograph.  At  the  precise  instant  when  the  star  is  on 
the  thread,  the  observer  presses  the  signal  key  and  makes  a 
record  on  the  register,  which  is  read  off  at  his  leisure,  according 
to  the  methods  explained  in  Arts.  71-77.  The  record  of  several 
transits  of  stars  over  the  five  threads  of  the  Cambridge  telescope 
is  shown  in  Plate  I.  Fig.  6.  Each  transit  is  preceded  by  an 
irregular  signal,  produced  by  a  rapid  succession  of  taps  on  the 
signal  key,  by  means  of  which  the  place  of  the  observation  on 
the  register  is  afterwards  readily  found.    As  the  observer  is 
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relieved  by  the  chronograph  from  the  necessity  of  counting  the 
seconds  and  estimating  the  fractions,  the  transit  threads  may  be 
placed  much  closer  to  each  other  and  their  number  greatly  in  • 
creased.  In  the  transit  instruments  used  in  the  United  States 
Coast  Survey  for  the  telegraphic  determination  of  differences  of 
longitude  (see  Vol.  I.  Art.  227),  the  diaphragms  contain  twenty- 
five  threads,  arranged  in  groups,  or  "tallies,"  of  five,  as  in  Plate 
I.  Fig.  1. 

GENERAL   FORMULiB   OF   THE   TRANSFI   INSTRUMENT. 

122,  In  whatever  position  the  transit  instrument  may  be  placed, 
we  may  consider  its  roiation  axis  as  an  imaginary  line,  passing 
through  the  central  points  of  the  pivots,  which,  produced  to  the 
celestial  sphere,  becomes  ^  diameter  of  the  sphere ;  and  the  axis 
of  coUimaiion  as  an  imaginary  line,  drawn  from  the  optical  centre 
of  the  object  glass  perpendicular  to  the  rotation  axis,  and  de- 
scribing a  great  circle  of  the  sphere  as  the  telescope  revolves. 
The  position  of  tliis  great  circle  in  the  heavens  is  fully  deter- 
mined when  we  have  given  the  position  of  the  rotation  axis ; 
and  the  position  of  the  rotation  axis  is  given  when  we  know  the 
altitude  and  azimuth  of  either  of  the  points  in  which  it  meets 
the  celestial  sphere, 

The  sighUUne  marked  by  a  thread  in  any  part  of  the  field  is 
a  line  drawn  from  the  thread  through  the  optical  centre  of  the 
object  j^lass.  The  angle  which  this  line  makes  with  the  axis  of 
collimation  does  not  change  as  the  telescope  revolves :  so  that, 
while  the  axis  of  collimation  describes  a  great  circle,  the  sight- 
line  describes  a  small  circle  parallel  to  it  whose  distance  from  it 
is  everywhere  the  constant  measure  of  the  inclination  of  the 
sight-line.  If  then  a  star  is  observed  on  the  thread,  the  position 
of  the  star  with  respect  to  the  great  circle  of  the  instrument 
becomes  known  when  we  know  the  inclination  of  the  sight-line 
or  the  angular  distance  of  the  thread  from  the  axis. 

The  general  problem  to  which  the  use  of  the  transit  instru- 
ment gives  rise  is  the  following: 

123.  To  find  the  hour  a^ngU  of  a  star  observed  on  a  given  thread  of 
the  transit  instrument  in  a  given  position  of  the  rotation  axis, — Let 
Fig.  37  represent  the  sphere  stereographically  projected  upon 
the  plane  of  the  horizon,  NS  the  meridian,  WS  the  prime 
vertical.     Suppose  the  axis  of  the  instrument  lies  in  the  vertical 
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plane  ZA^  and  that  A  is  the  point  in  which  this  axis  produced 

towards  the  west  meets  the  celestial 
sphere.  Let  N'Z'S'  be  the  great 
circle  described  by  the  axis  of  coUi- 
mation ;  A  is  the  pole  of  this  circle. 
Let  nOs  be  the  small  circle  described 
by  the  sight-line  drawn  through  a 
thread  whose  constant  angular  dis- 
tance from  the  collimation  axis  is 
given  =  e.  Let  b  denote  the  altitude^ 
90®  +  rt  the  azimuth,  90®  —  m  the 
hour  angle,  n  the  declination  of  the 

point  A\  f  the  latitude  of  the  observer;  d  the  declination  of  a 

star  observed  at  0  on  the  given  thread.    Join  PAy  PO,  AO, 

We  have 

NZA  =  90®  +  a,  ZPA  =  90®  —  m 

ZA  =  90®  —  6,  P.4  =  90®  —  n 

AO  =  90®  +  c,  PZ=  90®  —  f 

PO  =  90®  —  a 

and  the  triangle  PZA  gives  the  equations  [Sph.  Trig.  (6),  (8),  (4)] 

cos  n  sin  m  =  sin  h  cos  <p  -{■  cos  b  sin  a  sin  f       ^ 
cos  n  cos  m'=  cos  b  cos  a  V     (78) 

sin  n  =  sin  6  sin  ^  —  cos  b  sin  a  cos  f       J 

which  determine  m  and  n  when  a  and  b  are  given.     !N'ow  let 

r  =  the  hour  angle  of  0  east  of  the  meridian ; 

then  the  angle  APO  =  90®  —  m  +  r  =  90®  +  (r  —  m\  and  the 
triangle  APO  gives 


whence 


—  sin  c  =  sin  n  sin  d  —  cos  n  cos  d  sin  (t  —  m) 
sin  (r  —  m)  =  tan  n  tan  ^  4-  sin  c  sec  n  sec  d 


(T9) 

which  determines  r  —  rw,  whence  also  r. 

These  general  formulae  admit  of  simplification  when  the  in- 
strument is  either  near  the  meridian  or  near  the  prime  vertical. 


THE   TRANSIT   INSTRUMENT   IN   THE   MERIDIAN. 

124.  The  instrument  is  said  to  be  in  the  meridian  when  the 
great  circle  described  by  the  axis  of  collimation  is  the  meridian. 
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The  axis  of  rotation  is  then  perpendicular  to  the  plane  of  the 
meridian,  and,  consequently,  lies  in  the  intersection  of  the  prime 
vertical  and  the  horizon.  If,  further,  the  thread  on  which  the 
star  is  observed  is  in  the  axis  of  collimation,  the  time  of  obser- 
vation is  that  of  the  star's  transit  over  the  meridian ;  and,  since 
at  that  instant  the  sidereal  time  is  equal  to  the  star's  right  ascen- 
sion, the  error  of  the  clock  on  sidereal  time  is  obtained  at  once 
by  taking  the  difference  between  that  right  ascension  and  the 
observed  clock  time  of  transit.     (Vol.  I.  Art.  138.) 

Practically,  however,  we  rarely  fulfil  these  conditions  exactly, 
but  must  correct  the  time  of  observation  for  the  small  deviations 
expressed  by  <y,  6,  and  c,  of  which  a  is  the  excess  of  the  azimuth 
of  the  west  end  of  the  axis  above  90°  (reckoned  from  the  north 
point),  and  is  called  the  azimuth  constant;  b  is  the  elevation  of  the 
west  end  of  the  axis,  and  is  called  the  level  constant;  and  c  is  the 
inclination  of  the  sight-line  to  the  collimation  axis,  and  is  called 
the  collimation  constant,   ■ 

We  must  first  show  how  to  adjust  the  instrument  approxi- 
mately, or  to  reduce  a,  6,  and  c  to  small  quantities. 

125.  Approximate  adjustment  in  the  meridian. — 1st.  The  middle 
thread  of  the  diaphragm  should  coincide  as  nearly  as  possible 
with  the  collimation  axis.  This  adjustment  can  be  approxi- 
mately made  before  putting  the  instrument  in  the  meridian,  by 
moving  the  thread  plate  laterally  until  the  middle  thread  cuts  a 
well  defined  distant  point  in  both  positions  of  the  rotation  axis 
in  the  Vs. 

2d.  The  middle  thread  (and,  consequently,  all  the  transit 
threads)  should  be  vertical  when  the  rotation  axis  is  horizontal ; 
that  is,  it  should  be  perpendicular  to  the  rotation  axis.  This 
can  be  verified  while  adjusting  the  sight-line,  by  observing 
whether  the  distant  point  continues  to  appear  on  the  thread  as 
the  telescope  is  slightly  elevated  or  depressed.  After  the  instru- 
ment has  been  placed  in  the  meridian  and  the  axis  levelled,  the 
verticality  of  the  threads  may  also  be  proved  by  an  equatorial 
star  running  along  the  horizontal  thread,  w^hich  is  at  right  angles 
to  the  transit  threads. 

The  axis,  being  placed  nearly  east  and  west  (at  first  by  estima- 
tion), is  levelled  by  raeaifs  of  the  striding  level.  Thus  c  and  h 
are  easily  reduced  to  small  quantities. 

8d.  To  reduce  a  to  a  small  quantity,  or  to  place  the  instrument 
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very  near  to  the  meridian,  we  must  have  recourse  to  the  obser- 
vation of  stars.  The  following  process  will  be  found  as  simple 
as  any  other  with  a  portable  instrument. 

Compute  the  mean  time  of  transit  of  a  slow  moving  star  (one 
near  the  pole),  and  bring  the  telescope  upon  it  at  that  time.  For 
the  first  approximation,  the  time  may  be  given  by  a  common 
watch,  and  the  telescope  may  be  brought  upon  the  star  by 
moving  the  frame  of.  the  instrument  horizontally.  Then  level 
the  axis,  and  note  the  time  by  the  clock  of  the  transit  of  a  star 
near  the  zenith  over  the  middle  thread.  It  is  evident  that  the 
time  of  transit  of  a  star  near  the  zenith  will  not  be  much  affected 
by  a  deviation  of  the  instrument  in  azimuth,  and  therefore  the 
difference  between  the  star's  right  ascension  and  the  clock  time 
will  be  the  approximate  error  of  the  clock  on  sidereal  time. 
"With  this  error,  we  are  prepare^  to  repeat  tbe  process  with 
another  slow  moving  star,  this  time  employing  the  clock  and 
causing  the  middle  thread  to  follow  the  star  by  moving  only  the 
azimuth  V.  When  the  clock  correction  has  been  previously 
found  by  other  means  (as  with  the  sextant),  the  first  approximation 
will  usually  be  found  sufficient.  The  instrument  is  now  suffi- 
ciently near  to  the  meridian,  and  the  outstanding  small  deviations 
can  be  found  and  allowed  for  as  explained  below. 

In  mounting  a  large  transit  instrument  in  an  observatory,  it 
will  be  convenient  firtt  to  establish  the  approximate  direction  of 
the  meridian  with  a  theodolite,  and  to  set  up  a  distinct  mark  at 
a  sufficient  distance  to  be  visible  in  the  large  telescope  without 
a  change  of  the  stellar  focus*  The  middle  thread  of  the  instru- 
ment can  then  be  brought  upon  this  mark  before  proceeding  to 
the  observation  of  stars. 

4tli.  Finally,  it  is  necessary  to  adjust  the  finder  whereby  the 
telescope  is  to  be  directed  to  that  point  of  the  meridian  through 
which  a  given  object  will  pass.  If  the  finder  is  intended  to  give 
the  zenith  distance  (^),  we  take 

Z  =  f  —  9  —  r  -f  j>  for  an  object  south  of  the  zenith, 

C  =  ^— ^— r-f|>      «  "      north     "  " 

in  which  r  is  the  refraction,  and  p  the  parallax  of  the  object  for 
the  zenith  distance  f .     But,  for  the  purpose  of  finding  an  object 
merely,  we  may  neglect  r,  except  foi*  very  low  altitudes,  and  p 
may  be  neglected  for  all  bodies  except  the  moon. 
To  adjust  the  finder,  we  have  only  to  clamp  the  telescope  when 
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some  known  star  is  on  the  horizontal  thread,  and  in  that  position 
cause  the  finding  circle  to  read  correctly  for  that  star,  by  means 
of  the  proper  adjusting  screws.  It  will  then  read  correctly  for 
all  other  stars.  In  large  instruments  the  finder  is  sometimes 
graduated  from  0°  to  360«*. 

With  respect  to  the  time  when  a  star  is  to  be  expected  on  the 
meridian,  the  sidereal  clock  or  chronometer  answers  as  a  finder, 
Bince  (aft«r  allowing  for  its  error)  it  shows  the  right  ascensions 
of  the  stars  that  are  on  the  meridian. 

126.  Equations  of  the  transit  instrument  in  the  meridian. — ^By  the 
preceding  process  we  can  always  easily  reduce  a,  6,  and  c  to 
quantities  so  small  that  their  squares  will  be  altogether  insensible, 
or,  which  is  the  same  thing,  we  can  substitute  them  for  their 
sines,  and  put  their  cosines  equal  to  unity.  And,  since  m,  n,  and 
r  will  be  quantities  of  the  same  order  as  a^  6,  and  c,  the  general 
formuke  (78)  will  become 


and  (79)  gives 


m  =  6  cos  f  -{-  a  sin  ^  )      ^r>r.^ 

n  =  &  sin  f  —  a  cos  ^  j 

T  =zm  -{-  n  tan  d  -{-  c  sec  d  (81) 


which  is  Bessel's  formula  for  computing  the  correction  to  be 
added  to  the  observed  sidereal  clock  time  of  transit  of  a  star 
over  the  middle  thread  to  obtain  the  clock  time  of  the  star's 
transit  over  the  meridian.  It  is  hardly  necessary  to  observe  that 
the  unit  of  all  the  quantities  a,  6,  c,  nij  n,  x  should  be  the  second 
of  time. 
K  now  we  put 

T  =  the  observed  clock  time  of  the  star's  transit  over  the 
middle-  thread, 
A  r  =  the  correction  of  the  clock, 
»  =  the  star's  apparent  right  ascension, 

the  true  sidereal  time  of  transit  will  be  r+  t  +  aT,  and  this 
quantity  must  be  equal  to  a.    Hence  we  have 

o=r+Ar  +  r  \ 

or  \     (82) 

•  =r+AT+m-t-»*  tan  S  -^  c^qq^  j 

by  which  formula  the  right  ascension  of  an  unknown  star  can  be 
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found  when  ^Tand  the  constants  of  the  instiniraent  are  known. 
From  the  transits  of  known  stars,  on  the  other  hand,  this  equa- 
tion enables  us  to  find  a  T^  when  the  constants  of  the  instrument 
are  given. 

The  apparent  right  ascension  in  this  equation  'should  be 
affected  by  the  diurnal  aberration,  which,  by  Vol.  I.  Art.  893-,  is 
0".311  cosy? sec <J  =  0*.021  cosy? sec*  when  the  star  is  on  the 
meridian.  If  then  a  denotes  the  right  ascension  as  given  in  the 
Ephemeris,  the  first  member  of  (82)  ought  to  be  a  +  0".311 
cos  if  sec  5,  so  that  the  equation  becomes 

a=r+Ar+m  +  ntan^  +  (c  —  0'.021  cos  f)  sec  9      (83) 

Hence,  if  instead  of  c  we  take 

(f=c-—  0'.021  cos  f> 

we  may  use  (82)  without  further  modification,  and  the  diurnal 
aberration  will  be  fully  allowed  for.  Since,  for  each  place  of  ob- 
servation, the  quantity  0'.021  cos^  is  constant, there  is  no  reason 
for  omitting  to  apply  this  correction,  although  its  influence  is 
scarcely  appreciable  except  with  the  larger  instruments  of  the 
observatory. 

127.  Bbssbl's  form  for  the  correction  r  is  usually  the  most 
convenient;  but  other  forms  have  their  advantages  in  certain 
applications.    From  (80)  we  deduce 


a  =  m  sin  ^  —  n  cos  ^ 
6  =  m  cos  ^  '\'  n  ^la  f 


}     (84) 


and  from  the  second  of  these  we  have 

m  =  6  sec  ip  —  n  tan  ^  (85) 

which  substituted  in  (81)  gives  Hansen's  formula, 

T  =  6  sec  ^  +  n  (tan  d  —  tan  f )  +  ^  ^^^  ^  (8^) 

This  is  convenient  in  reducing  observations  of  stars  near  the 
zenith,  where  the  coeflBicient  tan  d  —  tan  (p  becomes  small.  It 
shows  that  for  a  star  in  the  zenith  the  correction  depends  only 
on  b  and  c,  and  that  in  general  the  best  stars  for  determining 
the  clock  correction  are  those  which  pass  nearest  to  the  zenith. 
K  we  substitute  the  values  of  m  and  n  fh)m  (80)  in  (81),  we 
readily  bring  it  to  the  form 
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r  =  a."°(^-^>+ft.°°^(^-^U-g-  (87) 

COS  d  COS  d  COS  d 

which  is  known  as  Mayer's  formula.  This  is  the  oldest  form ; 
but  where  many  stars  are  to  be  reduced  for  the  same  values  of 
the*  constants,  it  is  much  less  convenient  than  the  preceding.  It 
has  its  advantages,  however,  in  cases  where  the  constant  a  is 
directly  given,  or  in  discussions  in  which  this  constant  is  directly 
sought. 

128.  These  formulae  apply  directly  to  the  case  of  a  star  at  its 
upper  culmination.  To  adapt  them  to  lower  culminations  (that 
is,  of  circumpolar  stars  at  their  transits  below  the  pole),  we 
observe  that  in  the  general  investigation  Art.  128,  8  represents 
the  distance  of  the  star  from  the  equator  reckoned  towards  the 
zenith  of  the  place  of  observation,  and,  consequently,  the 
formula  will  be  applicable  to  lower  culminations  if  we  still  repre- 
sent by  d  the  distance  of  the  star  from  the  equator  through 
the  zenith  and  over  the  pole  ;  that  is,  if  we  take  for  d  the  supple- 
ment of  the  declination.  This  being  understood,  we  shall  be 
saved  the  necessity  of  duplicating  our  formulee. 

Again,  the  time  of  the  lower  culmination  differs  by  12*  of 
sidereal  time  from  that  of  the  upper  culmination  of  the  same 
star.  Hence,  to  apply  the  formula;  to  the  case  of  a  lower  cul- 
mination, it  is  also  necessary  to  suppose  that  a  represents  the 
star's  right  ascension  increased  by  12*. 

In  short,  for  lower  culminations,  we  must  substitute  12*  +  a 
and  180°  —  d  for  a  and  d. 

129.  Since  the  instrument  may  be  used  in  two  positions  of  the 
rotation  axis,  it  is  necessary  to  distinguish  these  positions.  We 
shall  suppose  that  the  clamp  is  at  one  end  of  the  axis,  and  shall 
distinguish  the  two  positions  by  "  clamp  west"  and  "  clamp  east." 
If  the  value  of  e  has  been  found  for  clamp  west,  its  value  for 
clamp  east  will  be  numerically  the  same,  but  will  have  a  different 
sign ;  for,  since  in  reversing  the  coUimation  axis  remains  in  the 
same  plane,*  any  thread  will  be  at  the  same  absolute  distance 
fronl  this  axis,  but  on  opposite  sides  of  it  in  the  two  positions. 

*  Except  when  the  piToU  are  unequal,  the  correction  for  which  will  be  considered 
hereafter. 

Vol.  II.— 10 
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For  example,  if  we  have  found  for  clamp  weet  c  =  —  0'.292,  we 
must  take  for  clamp  east  c  =  +  0*.292. 

If,  however,  we  take  the  diurnal  aberration  into  account,  we 
must  observe  that  (?'  is  not  numerically  the  same  in  the  two  posi- 
tions of  the  axis.  For  example,  if  y  =  88**  59',  the  correction 
0'.021  cos  y  is  O'.OIG ;  and  if  for  clamp  west  we  have  <?  =  —  0*.292, 
we  shall  have  for  this  position  c'  =  —  0'.292  —  COIG  =  —  C.SOS, 
but  for  clamp  east  c'=  +  0'.292  —  0».016  =  +  0'.2T6. 

130.  In  the  above,  we  have  assumed  that  the  star  has  been 
observed  on  a  single  thread  whose  distance  from  the  coUimation 
axis  is  known.  The  same  method  may  be  applied  to  each  thread ; 
but  when  the  intervals  between  the  threads  are  known,  each 
observation  may  be  reduced  to  the  middle  thread  or  to  a  point 
corresponding  to  the  "mean  of  the  threads^"  and  the  correction 
r  will  then  be  computed  only  for  this  middle  thread  or  this  mean 
point.  I  proceed  to  show  how  these  intervals  are  to  be  deter* 
mined  and  applied. 

THREAD  INTERVALS. 

131.  An  odd  number  of  threads  is  always  used,  and  they  are 
placed  as  nearly  equidistant  as  possible,  or,  at  least,  they  are 
symmetrically  placed  with  respect  to  the  middle  one,  and  this 
middle  thread  is  adjusted  as  nearly  as  possible  in  the  coUimation 
axis.  If  the  threads  were  exactly  equidistant,  the  mean  of  the 
observed  times  of  transit  over  all  of  them  could  be  taken  as  the 
time  of  transit  over  the  middle  one,  and  this  with  the  greater 
degree  of  accuracy  (theoretically)  the  greater  the  number  of 
threads.*  But  since  it  rarely  happens  that  the  threads  are  per- 
fectly equidistant  or  symmetrical,  it  becomes  necessary  to  deter- 
mine their  distances ;  and  this  is  usually  the  first  business  of  the 
observer  after  he  has  mounted  his  instrument  and  brought  it 
approximately  into  the  meridian. 

Let  I  denote  the  angular  interval  of  any  thread  from  the 
middle  thread ;  I  the  time  required  by  a  star  whose  declination 
is  5  to  pass  over  this  interval.  Then  i,  being  expressed  in 
seconds  of  time,  will  also  denote  the  interval  of  sidereal  time 
required  by  a  star  in  the  equator  to  describe  the  space  between 


*  Tbe  prftotioal  limits  to  the  lininbcflr  of  tlireftdB  will  ht  eoM«i4ored  is  aaother 
place. 
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the  threads ;  for  this  is  the  case  in  which  the  apparent  path  of 
the  star  is  a  great  circle.  Our  notation,  therefore,  may  be  ex- 
pressed by  putting 

t  =  the  equatorial  interval  of  a  thread  from  the  middle  thread, 

1  =  the  interval  for  the  declination  d. 

If  now  c  denotes  the  coUimation  constant  for  the  middle  thread, 
the  distance  of  the  side  thread  from  the  coUimation  axis  is  i+  c; 
and  if  r  is  the  hour  angle  of  a  star  when  on  the  middle  thread, 
/+  r  is  its  hour  angle  when  on  the  side  thread.  Hence,  by  our 
rigorous  formula  (79),  applied  to  each  thread,  we  have 

sin  {I  -\-  r  —  w)  ==  tan  n  tan  d  -f-  sin  (i  -f-  c)  sec  n  sec  d 
sin  (t  —  m)  =  tan  n  tan  d  -{-  Bin  c  sec  n  sec  d 

the  difference  of  which  is 

2  COS  (J7-(-r  —  m)Bin  J/=2  cos  (i  i  -|-  ^)  sin  J  i  sec  n  sec  9 

for  which,  since  r  —  m,  <?,  and  n  are  here  very  small  quantities, 
we  may  write,  without  sensible  error, 

2t:os  }  7  sin  }  7  =  2  cos  i i  sin  }  i  sec  3  ^ 

or  I     (88) 

sin  7  =  sin  t  sec  S  j 

From  this,  /can  be  found  when  i  is  given.  On  the  other  hand, 
if  /  is  observed  in  the  case  of  a  star  of  known  declination,  we 
deduce  i  by  the  formula 

sin  i  =  sin  7  cos  d  (89) 

If  the  star  is  not  within  10°  of  the  pole,  it  is' quite  accurate  to 
take  for  these  the  more  simple  forms 

7  =  I  sec  ^  t  =  7  cos  ^  (90) 

These  formulae  show  that  the  observed  interval  will  be  the 
greater  the  nearer  the  stiu*  is  to  the  pole.  Hence,  for  finding  i 
from  observed  vahies  of  /,  it  is  expedient  to  take  stars  near  the 
pole,  since  errors  in  the  observed  times  will  be  reduced  in  the 
ratio  1 :  cos  8. 

When  tiie  star  is  so  near  to  tive  pole  that  either  (88)  or  (89)  is 
to  be  used,  it  will  be  found  eo(nvenient  to  substitute  for  them 

the  following : 

•r      .        •  f  7  cos  d  .^^. 

7=  I  sec  a.  t  t  =  — T —  (91) 
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Jsin  15" 


m  which  k  =  — ; — —»  and  its  logarithm  may  be  readily  taken 
from  the  following  table : 


/ 

log  1  sec  S 

\ogk 

1- 

1.778 

0.00000 

2 

2.079 

.00001 

3 

2.255 

.00001 

4 

2.380 

.00002 

5 

2.477 

.00008 

6 

2.556 

.00005 

7 

2.623 

.00007 

8 

2.681 

.00009 

9 

2.782 

.00011 

10 

2.778 

.00014 

11 

2.819 

.00017 

12 

2.857 

.00020 

13 

2.892 

.00023 

14 

2.924 

.00027 

15 

2.954 

.00031 

/ 

log  1  sec  6 

log* 

15- 

2.954 

0.00031 

16 

2.982 

.00035 

17 

8.008 

.00040 

18 

8.033 

.00045 

19 

3.056 

.00050 

20 

8.079 

.00055     1 

21 

8.100 

.00061     t 

22 

8.120 

.00067 

23 

8.139 

.00073 

24 

8.158 

.00080 

25 

3.175 

.00086 

26 

8.192 

.00093 

27 

3.209 

,00101 

28 

8.224 

.00108 

29 

3.239 

.00116 

30 

3.254 

.00124 

Example  1. — ^If  for  a  star  whose  declination  is  5  =  88°  33'  we 
have  observed  the  interval  between  a  side  thread  and  the  middle 
thread  to  be  1=  25"'  17'.6,  required  the  value  of  L 

We  have 

log/    3.18116 

log  cos  d    8.40320 

ar.  CO.  log  k    9.99912 


t  =  38'.325                                     log  i 

1.58348 

Example  2.— Given  i  =  88*.825,  find  /for  d 

=  87°  16'. 

We  have 

logt 

1.58348 

log  sec  d 

1.31896 

log  1  sec  d 

2.90244 

(Argument  2.902)  log  k 

0.00024 

J=799'.25                                    log/ 

2.90268 

182.  The  thread  intervals  may  also  be  found  by  Gauss's 
method,  with  a  theodolite,  precisely  as  in  the  method  of  deter- 
mining the  value  of  a  micrometer  screw  in  Art.  46. 

If  the  instrument  is  furnished  with  a  micrometer,  the  value 
of  the  screw  may  be  determined  by  the  transits  of  circumpolar 
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stars  over  the  micrometer  thread,  and  then  it  may  be  employed 
to  measure  the  thread  intervals. 

REDUCTION  TO  THE   MIDDLE  THREAD. 

133.  Suppose  that  the  reticule  contains  five  transit  threads, 
and  that  they  are  numbered  consecutively  from  the  side  next  to 
the  clamp :  so  that  for  "  clamp  west"  stars  at  their  upper  cul- 
minations cross  the  threads  in  the  order  of  their  numbers.  Then, 
if  we  denote  the  observed  clock  times  of  a  transit  over  them  bv 
/j,  i^  ^,  ^4,  (5,  and  the  equatorial  intervals  of  the  side  threads  from 
the  middle  thread  by  «„  t,,  f^,  i^  (observing  that  i^  and  i^  will  be 
essentially  negative),  the  time  of  passing  the  middle  thread 
according  to  the  five  observations  is  either  t^  +  i^  sec  5,  /^  +  i^  sec  dy 
tyy  t^+  i^BecSy  or  t^+  i^sec^,  which,  if  the  observations  were  per- 
fect, would  be  equal  to  each  other.  Taking  their  mean,  which 
we  shall  denote  by  jT,  we  have 

6  6 

If  we  put 

*    ■   *    I    *    I   * 

^{  ^  h  +  h+U  +  h 

5 

and  denote  the  mean  of  the  observed  times  by  T^,  we  have 

T=  T^-\-  Ai  sec  d    for  clamp  west, 
T=  T^  —  Ai  sec  d    for  clamp  east 

K  the  threads  are  equidistant,  ai  vanishes;  otherwise  Aesec^ 
is  the  correction  to  be  applied  to  what  |is  called  the  mean  of  the 
threads^  to  obtain  the  time  of  passage  over  the  middle  thread. 

K  there  are  seven  threads, 

and  so  on  for  any  number  of  threads. 

At  the  lower  culmination,  a  star  crosses  the  threads  in  the 
reverse  order,  and,  consequently,  the  sign  of  the  correction 
At  seed  must  be  changed ;  but  this  change  of  sign  is  efiected  by 
taking  for  8  the  supplement  of  the  declination,  according  to  the 
method  pointed  out  in  Art.  128.  We  shall,  therefore,  regard 
the  above  formulse  as  entirely  general. 

A  broken  transit  (one  in  which  the  transits  over  some  of  the 
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threads  have  not  been  obserred)  is  redaced  in  the  same  manner; 
that  is,  we  take  the  mean  of  the  observed  times  and  apply  to  it 
a  correction  which  is  the  mean  of  the  equatorial  intervals  of  the 
observed  threads  multiplied  by  sec  5.  Thus,  if  only  the  Ist,  3d, 
and  4th  of  five  threads  have  been  observed,  we  have  for  Tthe 
several  values  t^  +  t,  sec  dy  i^  i^  +  i^  sec  dy  the  corresponding 
thread  intervals  being  iyj  0,  i^ :  so  that  we  have 

In  general,  if  we  put 

M  =  the  mean  of  the  observed  times  on  any  number  of 

threads, 
/  :=  the  mean  of  the  equatorial  intervals  of  these  threads, 

the  time  T  of  transit  over  the  middle  thread  will  be 

T=3f  +  /sec«  •  (93) 

If  the  clock  rate  is  considerable,  the  reduction  of  Jf  to  J 
must  be  corrected  accordingly.     Thus,  if 

A  r  =  the  clock  rate  per  hour, 
the  reduction  /  sec  i  becomes /sec  5 1 1  —  ^^jtt;  );  or,  putting 

p  =  the  factor  for  rate  =  1 I       ,«,. 

'^  3600  V     (94) 

T=M+  pf^ocd  ) 

I 

For  a  sidereal  clock  which  gains  V  per  day,  we  have  a  7'= 
—  ^,  whence  log  jt>  =  0.000006,  and  for  a  gain  of  x  seconds  daily 
log/?  =  0.000005  a;. 

For  a  mean  time  clock  which  has  no  rate  on  mean  time,  and, 
consequently,  loses  O'.SS  per  hour  on  sidereal  time,  we  find 
log />  =  9.99881 ;  and,  if  it  gains  z  seconds  per  day,  logp^ 
9.99881  +  0.000005  a:. 

If  the  star  is  very  near  the  pole,  each  thread  should  be  sepa- 
rately reduced,  the  reduction  to  the  middle  thread  being  com- 
puted by  the  formula  /=  isecd.kp,  log  k  being  taken  from  the 
table  in  Art.  131. 
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BEDUCXION   TO   THE   MEAN   OF   THE  THREADS. 

134.  Another  mode  of  reducuig  transits  is  commonly  used  in 
the  observatory.  We  may  suppose  an  imaginary  thread  so 
placed  in  the  field  that  the  time  of  transit  over  it  will  be  the 
same  as  the  mean  of  the  times  on  all  the  threads,  and  for  brevity 
this  imaginary  thread  is  called  the  mean  of  the  ihreadsj  or  the 
mean  ihread.  Then  all  observations  are  reduced  to  this  imaginary 
thread,  and  the  constant  c  as  well  as  the  intervals  of  the  several 
threads  are  referred  to  it,  precisely  as  if  it  were  a  real  thread. 
It  is  evident  that,  where  many  complete  transits  are  to  be  re- 
duced, this  method  saves  labor,  as  the  correction  m  sec  d  is  avoided. 

135.  Example  1. — The  upper  transit  of  Polaris  was  observed 
with  the  meridian  instrument  of  the  Naval  Academy  on  Jan. 
26, 1859,  as  in  the  second  column  of  the  following  table : 

Clamp  East,     d  =  SS^  88'  54".8 


Tbiwd. 

8id.d«^ 

/ 

U>gJ 

kg* 

^i 

» 

VII 

0*44-65» 

—  28-49» 

n8. 16508 

a00079 

nl.55290 

85'.720 

VI 

62  56 

—  15  48 

112.97681 

84 

nl.87518 

^  28  .721 

V 

1  0  54 

^  7  60 

n2.67210 

09 

fil.07067 

—  11 .767 

IV 

8  44 

m 

16  82 

+  7  48 

2.67025 

09 

1.06882 

+  11 .717 

II 

24  81 

+  15  47 

2.97685 

t  84 

1.87467 

+  28  .696 

I 

82  80 

+  28  46 

8.16412 

78 

1.65200 

+  85 .645 

The  table  exhibits  the  computation  of  the  equatorial  intervals 
of  the  side  threads  from  the  middle  thread.  The  values  of  log  k 
are  taken  from  the  table  in  Art.  131,  and  each  value  of  log  i  is 
found  by  the  formula  log  i  =  log  /  +  log  cos  d  —  log  k.  The 
signs  of  I  and  i  are  given  for  clamp  west. 

The  values  of  the  intervals  must  be  found  from  a  number  of 
observations  of  this  kind,  and  the  mean  of  all  the  determina- 
tions should  be  finally  adopted. 

According  to  this  single  observation,  the  value  of  ^i  for  this 
instrument  will  be 

Ai  =  —  0*.021 

If  the  reductions  are  to  be  made  to  the  mean  of  the  threads, 
we  find  the  values  of  I  by  taking  the  difference  between  the 
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mean  of  all  the  observed  times  and  the  time  on  each  thread, 
and  compute  i  as  before.  The  values  of  i  that  would  result  in 
the  above  ex4mple  may  be  immediately  inferred,  since  they 
will  be  equal  to  tliose  above  found  diminished  by  az.  Thus, 
arranging  th^  values  in  their  order  for  clamp  west,  we  have — 


Thread. 

Interrals  to 
middle  thrMd. 

laterTAls  to 
meui  thread. 

I 

+  85'.645 

+  36'.666 

II 

+  23.696 

+  23 .717 

III 

+  11 .717 

+ 11 .788 

IV 

0. 

+   0.021 

V 

—  11.767 

— 11 .746 

VI 

—  23 .721 

23 .700 

VII 

—  85 .720 

—  85 .699 

Example  ^. — With  the  same  instrument  on  the  same  date,  the 
Ltmsit  of  a  Atieiis  was  observed  as  follows  {clamp  east) : 


Thread. 

Clock. 

vri 

1»  68-  58'.2 

VI 

lost 

V 

1  59    24.1 

IV 

86.9 

III 

49.8 

II 

2     0     2.8 

I 

15.9 

d  =  -f  22*»  47'  49". 


Mean  =  l   59    41.28 

The  algebraic  sum  of  the  intervals  to  the  middle  thread  for 
the  threads  here  observed,  taken  from  the  table  in  the  preceding 
example,  is  +  23*.571,  or  for  clamp  east  —  28'.571 ;  and  therefore 
the  time  of  transit  over  the  middle  thread  is 

r  =  1*  69*  41*.28  —  fli^ll  sec  ^  =  1*  59»  87'  02 


To  reduce  this  observation  to  the  mean  of  the  threads,  the 
•shortest  method  is  to  take  one-sixth  of  the  interval  corresponding 
to  the  missing  thread, — thus : 
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15S 


T^=  1»  59-  41*.28  —       ^*      sec  ^  =  1»  59"  37'.00 

6 

136.  Having  shown  how  the  quantity  T'm  (82)  or  (83)  is 
found,  I  now  proceed  to  show  how  to  determine  the  constants 
wi,  n,  and  c.  Since  m  and  n  both  involve  6,  let  us  begin  with  the 
investigation  of  this  quantity. 


THE   LEVEL   CONSTANT. 

137.  The  inclination  of  the  rotation  axis  to  the  horizon  is 
usually  found  by  applying  the  spirit  level  as  explained  in  Art 
52;  and  this  inclination  expressed  in  seconds  of  time  is  the 
value  of  the  level  constant  6,  positive  when  the  west  end  of  the 
axis  is  too  hi^h. 

But  the  spirit  level  applied  to  the  outer  surface  of  the  cylinders 
which  form  the  pivots  does  not  directly  determine  the  inclina- 
tion of  the  rotation  axis  which  is  the  common  axis  of  these 
cylinders,  unless  the  pivots  are  of  equal  diameters. 

To  find  the  correction  for  mequaliig  of  the  pivots^  let  C,  Fig.  88, 


Fig.  39. 


E 

C 

F 


B 

O 
A 


be  the  centre  of  a  cross  section  of  a  pivot,  A  the  vertex  of  the  V 
in  which  the  pivot  rests,  B  the  vertex  of  the  V  of  the  spirit  level 
applied  to  it.    Put 


2t  =  the  angle  of  the  Y  of  the  level, 


2l 


a 


(C 


u 


u 


transit  mst.JT^' 


r  =  the  radius  of  the  pivot, 

d  =  the  vertical  distance  of  B  above  C, 

ii  a  C       "       A, 


we  have 


d.= " 


Library* 

Of  CaUfoto'^ 


d  = 


d  = 


sm  I 


sin  t. 


If  now,  in  Fig.  89,  CC  is  the  rotation  axis,  A  and  B  the 
vertices  of  the  transit  and  level  Vs  at  the  end  next  the  clamp, 
A'  and  B'  the  vertices  of  the  Vs  at  the  other  end  of  the  axis. 
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r'  the  radius  of  the  pivot  at  that  end,  then  we  have  for  the  dis- 
tances  BC',  A'C\ 

sin  i  sin  t^ 

The  level  gives  the  inclination  of  the  line  BB'  to  the  horizon, 
and  we  wish  to  find  that  of  C0\  Let  us  suppose  the  clamp  at 
first  is  west,  and  afterwards  east,  and  that  in  both  positions  of 
the  axis  the  inclination  given  by  the  level  is  observed.    Let 

B,  B'  =  the  inclinations  given  by  the  level  for  clamp  west 

and  clamp  east,  respectively, 
b,  V  ==  the  true  inclinations  of  the  rotation  axis  for  clamp 

west  and  clamp  east, 
p  =  the  constant  inclination  of  the  line  AA\  . 

Also  draw  CH  and  CF  parallel  to  ££'  and  AA'j  and  put 

p  =  ECC  p,  =  FCC 

then,  L  being  the  length  of  the  level,  we  have 

d^^d       f—r 


%\np  =- 


L  sin  i 


flIB  p.  =a  ^ *  =  

L  Xsint'j 


for  which  we  may  take 


'       i  sin  I  Bin  15"  ^  *    .  i  sin  i,  sin  lff« 

in  which  p  and  Py^  are  in  seconds  of  time.    Nbw,  we  have  evi- 
dently for  clamp  west  {b  denoting  the  elevation  of  the  west  end) 

h  =  B'\'p  bmifi^p^ 

and  for  clamp  east, 

V=B^^p  V=P+P^ 

whence 

y— ft  ==  5'  — J  —  2;>  ==^  2j?, 

B'  —  B  ,        sin  i  /  sin  t  4-  sin  i,  \ 

2  sm  i^         \        sm  t^        / 
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and,  conseqnently, 

P  =  ^-^l.     "°\     .)  (95) 

By  this  formula,  when  i  and  i^  are  known,  we  can  directly  com- 
pute the  value  of  p  from  the  level  indications  B  and  -B',  observed 
in  the  two  positions  of  the  axis. 

If  the  angles  of  both  the  transit  and  the  level  Vs  are  equal  to 
each  other,  which  is  usually  the  case,  we  have  sin  i  =  sin  i\ ;  and 
then  we  have 

i>=— ^  (96) 

The  value  of  p  thus  found  is  called  the  correction  for  inequality 

of  pivots.     It  is  to  be  carefhlly  found  by  taking  the  mean  of  a 

great  number  of  level  determinations  in  the  two  positions  of  the 

axis.    By  determining  it  according  to  the  above  formula,  it  is  a 

correction  algebraically  additive  to  the  level  indication  for  clamp 

west :  so  that  the  true  level  constant  in  any  case  is  found  by  the 

formulse 

b  ^=  B  -\-  p    for  damp  west,  1 

V=B'—p    for  clamp  east.  /      ^^'^ 

138.  The  inequality  of  the  pivots  may  also  be  found  without 
feversing  the  axis,  by  using  successively  two  spirit  levels,  the 
angles  of  whose  Vs  are  quite  different.  Let  2i  and  2f'  be  their 
angles,  and  B  and  B'  the  apparent  inclination  of  the  axis  ^ven 
by  the  two  levels  respectively.    If  then  b  is  the  true  inclination, 

and  we  put 

_    f  —  r 

*'"X8inl&" 
we  have,  by  the  preceding  article, 

sin.i 


whence 


b  =  B'+  JL- 
sm  r 


sm  t  —  sm  r 


and  the  correction  of  inclinations  found  with  the  level  the  angle 
of  whose  Ys  is  2i  will  be 
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P 


-,=  iB-B') 


Sin  I 


(99) 


siQ  t  Bint  —  sin  r 

If  we  construct  the  levels  so  that  their  angles  are  supplements 
of  each  other,  that  is,  make  2 1'  =  180®  —  2  i,  the  formula  becomes 

B--B' 


P  = 


tani 


For  examplcj  if  22  =  157^23'  and  2i'  =  22*^  87',  we  have 
/)  =  J  (5  —  -B') :  so  that  aa  accurate  a  determination  of  p  may 
be  found  in  this  way  as  by  reversing  and  employing  the  formula 
(96). 

139.  Example  1. — The  following  example  of  a  case  in  which 
the  angle  of  the  level  V  diftered  from  that  of  the  transit  V  is 
given  by  Sawitsch.  A  portable  instrument  was  mounted  in  the 
meridian,  and  three  sets  of  observations  were  made  consecutively 
for  the  determination  of  p^  as  in  the  following  table : 


No.  of  deter- 
mination. 

Clamp. 

Lerel  readings. 

BtMdB 

R—B 

West. 

Ease 

1 

B.     18.2 
A.     14.0 

A.  18.4 

B.  17.9 

18.1 
12.4 

8.4 
8.2 

1                   diT. 
\B  —  +  0.42 
< 

5'= -1-4.92 

diT. 
-1-4.50 

t 

2 

B.    j 

w.  1 

B.    18.8 
A.     19.1 

A.  13.6 

B.  13.2 

8.3 

7.2 

12.0 

13.0 

lj'= -1-6.60 

1  5  =  -1-  0:45 

-1-5.16 

8 

W.  { 
B.    1 

B.    18.6 
A.     14.0 

A.  18.2 

B.  18.3 

18.0 

12.6 

8.8 

8.0 

1 5  =  +  0.52 
If=  +  5.05 

-f4.53 

The  letters  A  and  B  in  the  first  column  of  level  readmgs  refer 
to  the  position  of  the  level  on  the  axis. 

The  value  of  one  division  of  the  level  was  1".68,  or,  m  time, 
0'.112. 

.    The  angle  of  the  level  Vs  was  85®=  2i;  that  of  the  transit 
Vs  wa8  91°=2v 

We  find,  by  taking  the  mean, 

JB'  —  JB  =  +  4.73  div.  =;=  +  O-.SS 
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and  hence,  by  (95), 

p  z'^  +  0M4 

If  we  had  assumed  i  =  1^  we  should  have  found,  by  (96), 
p  =  +  0*.13,  very  nearly  the  same  as  by  the  complete  formula, 
although  there  is  a  considerable  difference  between  i  and  z'l. 

To  find  the  true  inclination  of  the  axis  during  these  observa- 
tions, we  have,  by  taking  the  mean  of  the  values  of  B  and  B\ 

diT. 

B  =  +  0.46  =  +  0*.05 
£'  =  +  5.19  =  +  0  .58 

whence 

6  =  +  0*.05  +  0*.14  =  +  0*.19 
y  =  +  0 .58  —  0 .14  =  +  0 .46 

Example  2. — ^In  October,  1852,  the  pivots  of  the  Repsold 
meridian  circle  of  the  U.S.  Naval  Academy  were  examined  by 
twenty-four  determinations  of  the  inclination  of  the  axis,  twelve 
in  each  position,  and  the  means  were 

div. 

Glamp  west,    B  =  +  0.68 

"      east,      ^  =  +  0.74 

One  division  of  the  level  was  equal  to  0',079 ;  and  hence 

div. 

p  =  +  0.015  =  +  0*.0012 

which  waa  neglected,  as  of  no  practical  importance.  Indeed,  it 
is  hardly  to  be  presumed  that  the  level  readings  were  sufficient 
to  determine  so  small  a  quantity  with  certainty;  nevertheless 
they  suffice  to  prove  the  same  excellence  of  workmanship  in 
these  pivots  as  in  those  of  other  instruments  of  Repsold's.  In 
the  meridian  circle  of  Pulkowa,  made  by  the  same  distinguished 
artist,  Struvb  found  an  inequality  of  pivots  of  only  0*.0025, 

140.  The  linear  difference  of  the  radii  of  the  pivots  may  also 
be  found ;  for,  by  the  above  formulae,  we  have 

-/                 r    •    •  •    1  rff     (B'—'B)Ls\n  15" sin  i sin i.     ,- ^^ 
r'-r=pii8m.8,nl5"= 2 (sin  »  +  Bin  ,-.) '    ^^^^ 

The  value  of  Z  in  the  Example  1  of  the  preceding  article  was 


158 


TRANSIT  INSTRUMENT  IN  THB  MERIDIAN. 


Fig.  40. 
a  E  of 


10.85  inches,  and  hence  r'  —r  =  0.000075  inch.     Small  as  this 
difference  appears,  it  is  satisfactorily  determined  hy  the  level. 

141.  The  level  constant  may  also  be  found  by  the  aid  of  the 
mercury  collimator  (Art.  47)  and  the  microinfter.  For  large 
instruments,  it  is  convenient  to  have  the  mercury  basin  perma- 
nently  placed  immediately  under  the  instrument,  a  little  below 
the  level  of  the  iloor,  and  covered  only  by  a  small  movable 
trap-door  in  the  floor. 
Let  CC\  Fig.  40,  be  the  rotation  axis  of  the  instrument ;  EO 

the  coUimation  axis,  perpendicular  to  CC^ ; 
MNihe  surface  of  mercury.  There  will  be 
formed  in  the  field  of  the  telescope  a  reflected 
image  of  each  thread  of  the  reticule;  but 
we  shall  here  use  only  the  movable  micro- 
meter thread  (which  will  be  assumed  to  be 
parallel  to  the  transit  threads).  Let  this 
micrometer  thread  be  brought  into  coinci- 
dence with  its  own  reflected  image,  which 
occurs  when  it  is  at  that  point  a  of  the 
field  which  lies  in  the  line  bO  drawn 
through  the  optical  centre  of  the  objective, 
perpendicular  to  the  horizontal  surface  of 
the  mercury;  and  hence  it  follows  that,  in 
this  position,  the  angle  aOE\%  equal  to  the 
inclination  of  the  rotation  axis  CC"  to  the  surface  MN^  or  that 
aOE  is  equal  to  the  required  level  constant.  Now,  let  the  rotar 
tion  axis  be  reversed ;  the  directions  CC  and  EO  remain  un- 
changed (provided  the  pivots  are  equal),  and  the  micrometer 
thread  is  now  at  a',  at  the  same  distance  as  before  from  the  col- 
limation  axis ;  if  then  the  thread  is  again  brought  into  coinci- 
dence with  its  image,  it  must  be  moved  over  a  distance  a' a 
=  twice  the  required  level  constant.    If  then  we  put 

M  =  the  micrometer  interval  (expressed  in  seconds  of  time), 
positive  or  negative  according  as  the  micrometer  thread 
is  east  or  west  of  its  image  after  reversal, 


we  shall  have 


6  =  -^ 
2 


(101) 


and  b  will  thus  be  positive  when  the  west  end  is  elevated. 
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If  the  pivots  are  tmeqaal,  b  and  1/  being  the  true  inclinations 
of  the  axis  for  clamp  west  and  clatnp  east  respectively,  we  shall 
have,  after  reversal,  EOa'  =^  6,  and  after  making  a  coiuctdeuce 
again,  EOa  =  6';  and  hence 


and,  from  (96)  and  (97), 
whence 


b'+b  =  M 


It  appears,  then,  that*  the  mercury  collimator  alone  is»not  ade- 
quate to  the  determination  of  the  level  constant  when  the  pivots 
are  unequal,  since  the  quantity  p  must  be  otherwise  determined. 
The  only  independent  method  of  finding  p  is  by  the  spirit  level ; 
but  w^e  shall  see  hereafter  how  the  level  may  be  dispensed  with 
(or  its  indications  verified)  by  means  of  the  mercury  collimator 
m  combination  with  collimating  telescopes. 

142.  The  pivots  may  be  not  only  unequal,  but  also  of  irregular 
figures.  To  determine  the  existence  of  irregularities  of  form, 
the  level  should  be  read  off  with  the  telescope  placed  successively 
at  every  10°  of  zenith  distance  on  each  side  of  the  .zenith.  The 
mean  of  all  the  inclinations  found  being  called  -B,,,  and  B'  being 
that  found  at  a  given  zenith  distance  2r,  B^  —  1?'  is  the  correc- 
tion to  be  applied  to  any  level  reading  afterwards  taken  in  the 
same  position  of  the  rotation  axis  and  at  the  same  zenith  dis- 
tance. The  level  readings  are  thus  freed  from  the  irregularities 
of  the  pivots,  but  we  still  have  to  apply  the  correction  for  m- 
equality  of  the  two  pivots;  and  this  inequality  will  be  deter- 
mined by  taking  one-fourth  of  the  difference  of  the  mean  values 
of  Sq  {ftyund  as  just  explained)  in  the  two  positions  of  the  rota- 
tion axis. 

For  the  examination  of  the  form  of  the  pivots  of  the  great 
Transit  Circle  of  Greenwich,  "each  is  perforated,  and  within 
the  hollow  of  the  eastern  pivot  is  fixed  a  plate  of  metal  perforated 
with  a  very  small  hole,  behind  which  a  light  can  be  placed  for 
illumination ;  and  in  the  hollow  of  the  western  pivot  there  is 
fixed  an  object  glass  at  a  distance  from  the  perforated  plate  equal 
to  its  focal  length.  This  combination  forms  a  collimator  re- 
volving with  the  iustmmeat.  It  is  viewed  by  a  telescope  of  7 
feet  focal  length,  which,  when  required,  is  placed  on  Vs,  one  of 
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them  planted  in  the  opening  of  the  western  pier,  and  the  other 
in  a  hole  made  for  that  purpose  in  the  western  wall  of  the  room. 
By  a  series  of  most  careful  observations  in  1850,  '51,  and  '52,  no 
appreciable  error  could  be  discovered  in  the  form  of  the  pivots."'*' 
These  pivots  are  six  inches  in  diameter. 

4 

THE  COLLIMATION  CONSTANT. 

143.  The  constant  c  may  express  the  distance  from  the  colli- 
mation  axis  either  of  the  middle  thread  or  of  the  fictitious  thread 
denoted  by  the  "mean  of  the  threads ;".  the  former,  when  Tin 
(82)  is  the  time  of  transit  over  the  middle  thread,  and  the  latter 
when  T  is  the  time  of  transit  over  the  mean  of  the  threads 

Let  us  first  determine  c  for  the  middle  thread ;  its  value  for 
the  mean  of  the  threads  can  afterwards  be  found  by  adding  the 
quantity  ai  (Art.  188) ;  thus,  denoting  the  latter  by  c^,  we  shall 
have 

c.=  c  +  Ai  (103) 

144.  I\rst  Method. — ^Place  the  telescope  in  a  horizontal  position, 
and  select  any  terrestrial  object  that  presents  some  well  defined 
point,  and  so  remote  that  the  stellar  focus  of  the  telescope  need 
not  be  chan^d  to  obtain  a  good  definition  of  the  point.t  Mea- 
sure with  the  micrometer  the  distance  of  the  point  from  the 
middle  thread.  Reverse  the  rotation  axis,  and  again  measure 
this  distance.  If  it  is  the  same  as  before,  the  thread  id  in  the 
collimation  axis,  and  c  =  0;  otherwise  c  is  one-half  the  difference 
of  the  micrometer  measures.  To  obtain  a  simple  practical  rult 
which  will  fix  the  sign  of  c  for  clamp  west,  put 

Mj  M*  =  the  micrometer  distances  of  the  middle  thread  fVom 
the  point,  positive  wheu  the  thread  appears  in  the 
field  to  be  nearer  to  the  clamp  than  the  point; 

then,  for  clamp  west, 

c^i^M+AT)  (104) 

This  gives  c  with  the  positive  sign  when  the  thread  is  nearer 
to  the  clamp  than  the  collimation  axis,  in  which  case  stars  at 

*  Greenwich  Obs.  for  1852.     Introd.  p.  iy. 

f  The  meridian  mark,  if  one  has  beea  established,  will,  of  oourse,  be  nsed  for 
this  point.     See  Art.  169. 
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their  tipper  culminations  arrive  at  the  thread  before  they  reach 
the  axis,  and  the  correction  c  sec  d  must  be  additive. 

By  this  method,  no  correction  for  the  inequality  of  the  pivots 
is  required,  since  the  telescope  is  horizontal. 

Instead  of  a  distant  terrestrial  point,  we  may  substitute  the 
intersection  of  two  threads  in  the  focus  of  a  horizontal  colli- 
mating  telescope,  placed  north  or  south  of  the  instrument.  To 
avoid  reversing  the  axis,  two  such  collimators  are  used,  as  in 
the  following  method. 

145.  Second  Method, — Let  two  horizontal  coUimating  telescopes 
jD  and  jP,  Fig.  41,  be  mounted  on  piers  in  the  transit  room,  one 


EE 


1  xl^ 


J 


north  and  the  other  south  of  the  transit  instrument,  in  the  same 
plane  with  its  rotation  axis,  their  objectives  turned  towards  this 
axis,  and,  consequently,  towards  each  other.  Suppose,  for  sim- 
plicity, that  the  collimators  have  each  a  single  vertical  thread 
JVor  5in  the  principal  focus.  The  transit  instrument  being  at 
first  removed  so  as  not  to  obstruct  the  view  of  one  collimator 
from  the  other,  an  image  of  the  thread  of  either  collimator  \%dll 
be  formed  at  the  focus  of  the  other,  and  either  thread  may  be 
adjusted  so  as  to  coincide  exactly  with  the  image  of  the  other. 

Then  the  two  sight  lines  of  the  collimators  are  in  the  same 
line,  or  at  least  are  parallel  to  each  other,  and  their  threads 
when  viewed  by  the  transit  telescope  represent  two  infinitely 
distant  objects  whose  difference  of  azimuth  is  precisely  180°. 
Replacing  the  transitt^instrument,  direct  it  first  towards  the 
north  collimator.  Let  CC"  be  its  rotation  axis,  A  A'  perpendi- 
cular to  CC  its  coUimation  axis,  T  the  middle  thread  of  the 
diaphragm  at  the  distance  AT^=^e  west  of  the  axis.  An  image 
of  iV^  will  be  formed  at  N'  at  a  distance  AN'  from  the  coUima- 
tion axis,  which  is  the  measure  of  the  difference  of  directions  of 

Vol.  TL— 11 
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the  common  eight  line  of  the  collimators  and  the  axis  AA\ 
Measure  with  the  transit  micrometer  the  distance  (=  Jf )  of  J' 
from  N\  Next  revolve  the  telescope  upon  its  rotation  axis  and 
direct  it  towards  the  south  collimator.  The  axis  CC  is  un- 
changed, and  the  point  A  of  the  focus  which  represents  the 
collimation  axis  is  now  found  at  A\  The  image  of  S  is  formed 
at  aS'  at  a  distance  A'S'  from  the  collimation  axis,  which  is  again 
the  measure  of  the  difference  of  directions  of  the  common  sight 
line  of  the  collimators  and  the  axis  AA':  so  that  we  have  AN^ 
=  A^S^;  but  the  points  S'  and  N^  are  on  opposite  sides  of  the 
axis.  The  middle  transit  thread  is  now  at  T'  on  the  same  side 
of  the  collimation  axis  and  at  the  same  distance  from  it  as 
before.:  so  that  we  have  also  AT'={;.  Hence,  remembering 
that 

M,  M*  =  the  micrometer  distances  of  the  middle  thread  west 
of  the  north  and  south  collimator  threads,  respect- 
ively, 

we  evidently  have 

To  give  this  method  the  greatest  degree  of  precision,  it  will 
not  suffice  to  use  single  vertical  threads  in  the  collimators,  on 
account  of  the  difficulty  of  estimating  the  coincidence  of  two 
superposed  threads.  It  is  also  clear  that  the  sight  lines  of  the 
two  collimators  must  not  be  marked  by  two  entirely  similar  and 
equal  systems  of  threads,  since  to  bring  the  sight  lines  into  coinci- 
dence we  should  still  have  to  superpose  one  system  upon  the  other. 
A  simple  method  is  to  substitute  for  the  single  thread  in  the 
north  collimator  two  very  close  parallel  .vertical  threads,  and  in 
the  south  collimator  two  threads  intersecting  at  an  acute  angle 
and  making  equal  angles  with  the  vertical.  Then  the  middle 
point  between  the  close  parallel  threads  marks  the  sight  line  of 
the  north  collimator,  and  the  coincidence  of  the  intersection  of 
the  cross  threads  of  the  south  collimator  with  this  point  can  be 
judged  of  by  the  eye  with  great  delicacy.  It  will  assist  the  eye 
somewhat  if  the  collimators  have  also  t^o  parallel  horizontal 
threads  equidistant  from  the  middle  of  the  field,  but  not  at  the 
same  distance  from  each  other  in  both  telescopes. 

In  the  large  transit-circle  of  the  Greenwich  Observatory  the 
whole  system  of  transit  threads  is  moved  by  the  micrometer 
screw.     In  this  case  let  M  and  M'  be  the  micrometer  readings 
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when  the  middle  thread  is  in  coincidence  with  the  two  colli- 
mators respectively;  then  M^  =  i  {M  +  M^)  is  the  reading  when 
the  middle  thread  is  in  the  axis  of  collimation,  and  c  =  0 ;  and 
if  during  any  subsequent  observations  the  micrometer  is  placed 
at  a  different  reading  m,  we  must  take  for  the  reduction  of  such 

observations  c  =  Mq  —  m, 

» 

Example. — On  Feb.  7,  1853,  the  collimators  of  the  Greenwich 
transit-circle  having  been  brought  into  coincidence,  the  middle 
transit  thread  was  brought  successively  upon  each  collimator, 
and  the  readins:  of  the  micrometer  for  the  north  collimator  was 
31'.300,  and  for  the  south  collimator  31^521.  Hence,  the  micro- 
meter being  set  at  the  mean  31^411^  the  middle  thread  woul^ 
be  in  the  collimation  axis,  and  then  c*=  0.  But  if  the  transit  of 
a  star  was  observed  on  that  date  with  the  micrometer  set  at 
8r.5,  we  should  have  c  =  8r.41I  —  8r.5  =  —  (K.089,  or,  since. 

V  =  c.gss,  c  =  —  a'.oss. 

146.  For  merely  determining  the  collimation  constant,  it  is 
not  necessary,  as  has  been  above  supposed,  that  the  collimators 
be  in  the  same  horizontal  plane  with  the  axis  of  the  transit 
instrument.  They  may  be  in  a  plane  so  far  above  (or  below) 
that  of  the  transit  instrument  that  the  telescope  of  the  latter 
when  horizontal  will  not  intercept  the  view  from  one  to  the 
other.  K  then  each  collimator  is  mounted  as  a  transit  instru- 
ment and  its  rotation  axis  is  level,  it  can  be  depressed  (or 
elevated)  until  its  threads  can  be  viewed  by  the  transit  tele- 
scope. If  the  inclination  of  each  collimator  to  the  horizon  is 
the  same,  and  the  measures  of  the  distances  of  the  middle  transit 
threads  from  the  two  collimating threads  are  as  before  M  and  M\ 
we  still  have  c  =  \{M  +  M').  The  objection  to  this  arrange- 
ment is  that  the  sight  lines  of  the  collimators  must  be  made  per- 
pendicular to  th^ir  rotation  toes,  and  these  axes  must  be  levelled, 
adjustments  which  are  unnecessary  when  they  are  in  the  same 
or  very  nearly  the  same  horizontal  plane  as  the  axis  of  the  prin- 
cipal instrument. 

To  avoid  the  necessity  of  raising  the  transit  instrument  out 
of  the  Vs  (when  the  three  instruments  are  in  tlie  same  horizontal 
plane),  two  apertures  may  be  made  in  the  cube  of  the  telescope, 
through  which,  when  the  telescope  is  vertical,  the  horizontal 
rays  from  the  collimators  may  pass. 
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147.  Third  Method. — ^Direct  the  instrument  vertically  towards 
the  mercury  collimator,  and  measure  with  the  micrometer  tlie 
distance  of  the  middle  thread  from  its  image ;  put 

Jf  =  the  micrometer  distance  of  the  thread  from  its  image, 
positive  when  the  thread  is  west  of  its  image; 

then  it  is  evident  that,  if  the  rotation  axis  is  horizontal,  we  shall 
have  M  =  2c;  but,  if  the  west  end  is  elevated  by  the  quantity  6, 
the  apparent  distance  of  the  thread  and  its  image  will  be  dimin . 
ished  by  26:  so  that  we  shall  then  have  Jf  =  2<?  —  26,  whence 

c  =  :^M+h  (105) 

which  gives  c  with  its  proper  sign  for  the  actual  position  of  the 
rotation  axis. 

If  we  wish  to  determine  the  level  constant  at  the  same  time, 
•we  reverse  the  axis,  and  again  measure  the  distance  of  the  middle 
thread  from  its  image.     Then,  putting 

JfcT,  M'  =  the  distances  of  the  thread  west  of  its  image  for 
clamp  west  and  clamp  east,  respectively, 
h,  h*  =  the  level  constants  in  the  two  positions, 

we  have,  for  clamp  west, 

c=lM+h 

and  (since  the  sign  of  c  is  changed  by  the  reversal),  for  clammy 

east, 

—  c  =  iJf'+6' 

whence 

c  =  j(jif  _  jfcf')—  ^(6'—  6) 


or,  since  b'—  b  =  2p, 

<?  =       I  (M  —  W)  —  p    clamp  west, 
and  c  =  -^IIM'—M')+p        "      easi, 

We  have  also 

V+b  =  -^iiM  +  M') 

U^b=      2p 
whence 

6  =  —  \  {M  +  M')  —  p    clamp  west, 

6'  =  —  i  (Jf  +  itf')  +  ;>        *'      east, 


}    (106) 


}    (107) 


When  the  micrometer  thread  is  at  right  angles  to  the  meridian, 
and,  consequently,  moves  only  in  declination,  it  can  nevertheless 


A 

A» 

(7' 

Df 

1 

C 

D 

B 

Bf 
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be  used  for  determining  the  small  quantities  c  and  b  according 
to  the  above  method,  as  follows.    Let  AB^  Fig.  42, 
be  the  middle  transit  thread,  A'B'  its  reflected  ^' 

image  in  the  collimator,  CD  the  micrometer  thread. 
Move  the  micrometer  thread  CD  until  the  distance 
between  it  and  its  image  C'D\  estimated  by  the 
eye,  is  equal  to  the  distance  between  the  transit 
thread  AB  and  its  image,  that  is,  until  the  two  threads  and 
their  images  f«rm,  to  the  eye,  a  perfect  square.  This  square  is 
always  very  small  in  a  tolerably  well  adjusted  instrument,  and 
can  be  very  accurately  formed  by  estimation.  We  have  then 
only  to  measure  the  distance  of  CD  and  CD'  to  obtain  the 
required  distance.  Now,  if  w^e  move  CD  we  also  cause  the 
image  CD'  to  move ;  but  it  is  evident  that  (the  telescope  not 
being  disturbed)  if  CD  is  moved  to  C'D'^  the  image  will  be  seen 
at  CD^  and,  in  passing  from  one  position  to  the  other,  the  thread 
and  its  image  will  be  in  coincidence  at  the  point  midway  between 
the  two  positions.  If  this  coincidence  could  be  observed  with 
perfect  accuracy,  we  might  read  the  micrometer  head  first  when 
the  square  was  formed,  and  secondly  w^hen  the  coincidence 
occurred  and  the  difference  of  the  readings  would  be  one-half 
the  required  measure  of  the  side  of  the  square.  But,  as  the 
threads  have  sensible  thickness,  it  is  difficult  to  estimate  th« 
coincidence  of  the  middle  of  the  thread  with  the  middle  of  its 
image,  and  therefore  it  will  be  better  to  read  the  micrometer, 
first  when  the  square  is  formed  by  the  thread  at  CD  and  its  image 
at  CD',  and  secondly  when  the  square  is  again  formed  by  the 
thread  at  CD'  and  its  image  at  CD.  The  difference  of  the 
readings  will  then  be  the  required  measure  of  the  side  of  the 
square  or  of  the  quantity  above  denoted  by  M. 

Example  1. — In  1857,  June  28,  at  the  Naval  Academy,  to  find 
the  collimation  constant  of  the  meridian  circle,  the  distance  of 
the  image  of  the  middle  thread  from  its  image  in  the  mercury 
collimator  was  measured,  by  forming  a  square,  as  above  explained, 
with  the  declination  micrometer  thread,  alternately  north  and 
south  of  its  own  image.  The  readings  of  the  micrometer  were 
53.6  div.  and  59.5  div.  The  middle  thread  was  west  of  its  image. 
The  value  of  one  division  of  the  micrometer  was  0'.0618.  The 
level  constant  found  by  the  spirit  level  was  6  =  —  (V.247.  Clamp 
West 
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We  find 

div. 

itf  =  +  6.0  =  +  0V371 
c  =  lM+b  =  +  0M86  —  0'.247  ==  —  O-.Oei 

Example  2. — ^In  1855,  May  11,  with  the  same  instrument,  a 
similar  observation  was  made,  both  with  clamp  west  and  clamp 
east,  and  there  were  found 

div. 

Clamp  W.,        M  =  —  5.4    (Thread  east  of  Us  image) 
"     E.,         -af'=  — 2.7  "         "       "         " 

Hence,  since  for  this  instrument  p  =  0,  we  find 

c=       iiM^  3f ')  =  —  0'.042  for  clamp  W, 
6  =  —  J(if  +  Jf')=  +  0-125 

148.  By  combining  the  collimating  telescopes  with  the  mer- 
cury collimator,  we  can  deduce  both  the  coUimation  and  level 
constants  without  reversing  the  rotation  axis  and  without  in- 
volving the  inequality  of  the  pivots.  For,  by  the  collimating 
telescopes,  we  deduce  the  value  of  c,  and  by  the  mercury  colli- 
mator in  the  same  position  of  the  axis,  the  value  of  6  =  c  —  ^M. 
This  is  the  method  now  employed  at  the  Greenwich  Observatory, 
where  the  transit  circle  is  never  reversed ;  but  it  is  better  also 
to  reverse,  and  thus  obtain  two  independent  determinations  of 
our  constants  for  verification. 

K  we  reverse  the  instrument  and  determine  the  level  constant 
by  this  method  in  both  positions,  we  can  find  the  inequality  of 
the  pivots ;  for  we  shall  have  p  =  J  (i'  —  b). 

149.  Fourth  Method. — The  preceding  methods  are  very  precise 
and  convenient,  but  are  practicable  only  with  instruments  pro- 
vided with  collimators.  The  following  method  is  independent 
of  these  auxiliaries,  and  is  practicable  with  all  instruments  which 
admit  of  reversal ;  and,  being  quite  accurate,  it  may  be  used 
also  with  the  larger  instruments  in  connection  with  the  other 
methods,  as  a  check  upon  them. 

Direct  the  telescope  upon  a  star  near  the  pole,  and  observe 
its  transits  over  one  or  more  of  the  side  threads  (and  also  over 
the  middle  thread,  if  the  instrument  can  be  reversed  in  the 
interval  between  two  threads).  Then  immediately  reverse  the 
rotation  axis  and  observe  the  transits  of  the  star  over  one  or 
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more  of  the  same  side  threads  again.  Let  T  and  T'  be  the 
meaa  of  the  clock  times  of  transit  over  the  middle  thread, 
dedaced  from  the  several  observations  for  clamp  west  and  clamp 
east  respectively  (Art.  183) ;  h  and  V  the  level  constants  in  the 
two  positions  (the  pivots  being  supposed  unequal) ;  then,  by  (82), 
(83),  and  (87),  we  have,  for  clamp  west, 

cos  d  cos  d  COS  ^  cos  ^ 

and,  for  clamp  east, 

e         0*.021  cos  ^ 


COS  d  cos  t  COSd  COS  0 

From  the  diff3rence  of  these  equations  we  deduce 

c  =  ^ (T'  —  T)  COS  ^  + 1?  cos  (sp  —  ^)  (108) 

in  which  we  have  substituted  'p  for  }(6'  —  6).     If  the  pivots  are 
equal,  the  term  p  cos  (y>  —  S)  will  disappear. 

If  Tand  T'  are  the  times  of  passing  the  mean  thread  (Art.  134), 
then  c  is  the  collimation  of  this  fictitious  thread. 

150.  If  the  equatorial  intervals  have  not  been  previously  well 
determined,  the  mean  of  the  transits  over  the  same  thread  in  the 
two  positions  must  be  compared  with  the  transit  over  the  middle 
thread.  Thus,  if  Tj  and  T/  are  the  clock  times  on  the  same 
thread  for  clamp  west  and  clamp  east,  we  have,  for  this  thread, 
\  being  its  equatorial  interval  (opnitting  the  diurnal  aberration, 
which  would  be  eliminated). 


cos  b     ^  cos  d  cosd 


=  Tl-  i.8eo  »  +  aT+  a  t^^±izll.  +  yEHEi^LrJ)  _ 


COS  d  COS  ^  cosd 

and,  for  the  middle  thread,  supposed  to  be  observed  with  clamp 
west, 

cos  ^  COS  ^  cosd 

The  difference  between  the  last  equation  and  the  mean  of  the 
first  two  gives 

c  ^/^i+  ^/  _  y\cos  ^  +;?  cos  (^  —  a)  (109) 
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but,  since  the  error  of  observation  in  T  will  appear  in  all  the 
values  of  c  thus  found  from  the  seveml  threads,  their  mean  will 
also  involve  this  error,  so  that  but  a  slight  increase  of  accuracy 
will  be  gained  by  observing  more  than  one  side  thread.  Ilenee, 
for  the  greatest  precision,  it  is  indispensable  that  the  thread 
intervals  should  be  previously  well ,  determined,  and  that  several 
threads  should  be  used  as  prescribed  in  the  preceding  article. 

These  formulfe  apply  without  modification  to  the  case  of  a 
lower  transit,  if  for  d  we  use  the  supplement  of  the  star*s  decli- 
nation (Art.  128). 

Example. — On  Sept.  30,  1858,  the  lower  transit  of  Polaris  was 
observed  with  the  meridian  circle  of  the  Naval  Academy  on  the 
three  side  threads  and  the  middle  thread  with  clamp  east,  and 
on  the  same  side  threads  with  clamp  west,  as  below : 

Polarit  (lower  culm.)  6  =  91«  26'  84". 


Thread. 

Clock. 

Reduction  to 
middle  thread. 

Clock  time  on 
middle  thread. 

CLE. 

I 

II 

III 

IV 

12»  44-  45*. 

12  52    41 

13  0    39 
13     8    24.5 

+  23«  39*.2 ' 
+  15    44.8 
+    7    47.5 

13*  8-  24'.2 
25.8 
26.5 
24.5 

Mean  T  = 

13  8    25.25 

CI.  W. 

III 

II 

I 

13  16    21. 
24    20. 
82    18. 

—  7    47.5 

—  15    44.8 

—  23    39.2 

13   8    33.5 
35.2 
33.8 

« 

Mean  T  = 

13   8    33.17 

The  adopted  intervals  for  these  threads  were  i^  =  +  35'.67, 
tj  =  +  23'.77,  i^  =  +  ir.77,  with  which  the  reductions  to  the 
middle  thread  were  computed  as  in  the  table.  As  a  test  of  the 
accuracy  of  the  observation,  each  thread  is  here  reduced  sepa- 
rately. We  have  then,  taking  only  the  seconds  of  T  and  T^ 
and  putting  p  =  0,  by  (108), 


c  = 


25*.25  —  33M7 


cos  91^  26'  34"  =  +  O'.IOO  (CI.  W.) 


On  the  same  day  the  distance  of  the  middle  thread  west  of  its 
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image  in  the  mercury  collimator  was  found  with  clamp  east  to 
be  —  19.9  div.  =  — 1'.280,  and  by  the  spirit  level  there  was  found 
b  =  +  0'.621,  whence  c  =  —  O-.eiS  +  0'.621  =  ~  0'.094  (CI.  E.), 
agreeing  almost  exactly  with  the  value  found  by  Polaris. 


THB  AZIMUTH   CONSTANT. 

151.  To  find  the  azimuth  constant,  we  must  have  recourse  to 
the  observations  of  stars,  since  it  is  only  by  a  reference  to  the 
heavens  that  the  direction  of  the  meridian  can  be  determined. 
We  can  either  find  a  directly,  or  first  find  n  and  m,  from  which 
a  can  be  deduced. 

To  find  a  directly. — Observe  the  transits  of  two  stars  of  different 
declinations  d  and  d'.  Let  Tand  T'  be  the  clock  tipmes  of  transit 
reduced  to  the  middle  thread  (or  the  mean  thread),  h  the  level 
constant,  c  the  collimation  constant  for  the  middle  thread  (or 
the  mean  thread),  and  put  c'  =  e  —  0'.021  cosy?  (Art.  126).  Let 
^T^  be  the  clock  correction  at  any  assumed  time  Tqj  dT  the 
hourly  rate ;  then  the  clock  corrections  at  the  times  of  observa- 
tion are 

I  A!r=  a7;+ ^!r(r— To) 

Then,  if  a  and  a'  are  the  apparent  right  ascensions  of  the  stars 
at  the  time  of  the  observation,  as  found  from  the  Ephemeris, 
we  have,  by  (82)  and  (87), 

a  =  T  -\-  A  r  +  a  sin  (^  —  ^  )  sec  ^  -f  ^  cos  (f  —  ^)  sec  ^  +  </  sec  d 
a'==:  T+  A  T'+  a  sin  (^  —  d^)  sec  d'+  b  cos  (f>  —  /)  sec  d'+  (f  sec  d' 

If  in  these  we  substitute  the  above  values  of  a  T  and  a  T',  and 
suppose  the  rate  of  the  clock  to  be  given,  every  thing  in  the 
equations  will  be  known  except  aTJ,  and  a.    To  abbreviate,  put 

t=  T+  dT{T—  j;)  +  6co8(^  —  a)Bec^  +  c'Becd  ) 

r=  T'^  dT(^T-^  T^)  +  6  cos  (9)  —  a') sec  ^'+  c'sec^' )     ^^^^^ 

that  is,  let  t  and  t'  denote  the  observed  clock  times  reduced  to 
ih^  assumed  epoch  T^  and  corrected  for  level  and  collimation ; 
then  we  have 

a  =  t  +  A  r^  +  a  sin  (f  —  a  )  sec  ^ 

a'=f'+  Aro+  a  sin  (f  —  ^') sec  <>' ^ 
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which  give 

L       COS  d'  COS  4       J 

COS  d  COS  d' 

whence 

cos  ^  cos  d' 


a=[(a'-a)-(f'-0] 


COS  f»  sin  (^  —  ^') 
or 

COS  ^  (tan  d  —  tan  d') 


(111) 


From  these  formulae  we  learn  the  conditions  necessary  for 
the  accurate  determination  of  a.  In  the  first  place,  if  the 
rate  of  the  c^ck  is  not  well  determined,  the  interval  between 
the  observations  must  be  as  brief  as  possible,  so  that  i  and  V 
will  be  but  little  aftected  by  the  error  in  d  T.  The  right  ascen- 
sions of  the  two  stars  must  therefore  differ  as  little  as  possible; 
or,  if  one  of  them  is  observed  at  its  lower  culmination,  they 
must  differ  by  nearly  12*.  In  the  next  place,  it  is  evident  that 
the  larger  the  factor  tan  d  —  tan  5'  in  the  denominator  of  (111), 
the  less  effect  will  errors  in  i'  and  i  have  upon  the  d(educed 
value  of  a.  Therefore,  if  both  stars  are  observed  at  the  upper 
culminations,  one  must  be  as  near  to  the  pole  and  the  other  as 
far  from  it  as  possible.  Finally,  the  right  ascensions  a  and  a' 
must  be  accurately  known,  and,  therefore,  only  ftindamental 
stars  should  be  used,  or  those  whose  places  are  annually  given 
in  the  Ephemeris. 

If  one  of  the  stars  is  observed  at  its  lower  culmination,  we 
have  only  to  use  180°  —  ^'  and  12*  +  a'  for  its  declination  and 
right  ascension,  and  still  use  the  equations  (110)  and  (111)  with- 
out change  of  notation  (Art.  128).  In  this  case  the  factor 
tan  d  —  tan  <J'  will  become  tan  d  +  tan  5'  (taking  d^  here  to 
signify  the  proper  declination) ;  and  this  will  be  the  greater,  the 
nearer  both  stars  are  to  the  pole.  All  the  most  fevorable  condi- 
tions can  therefore  be  best  fulfilled  by  two  circumpolar  stars, 
both  as  near  to  the  pole  as  possible  and  differing  in  right  ascen- 
sion by  nearly  12*. 

If  we  can  rely  upon  the  stability  of  the  instrument  and  the 
clock  rate  for  12*,  we  may  observe  the  same  star  at  both  its 
upper  and  lower  culminations,  and  then,  puttuig  180®  —  5'  =  5, 
the  formula  becomes 
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a  =  -— i^ ^  (112) 

2cos  f  tun  d  ^      ^ 

where  a'  is  the  apparent  right  ascension  of  the  star  at  the  lower 
culmination  increased  by  12*,  and  t'  is  the  corrected  time  for  the 
lower  culmination. 

If  the  object  of  the  observer  is  to  re-determine  the  right 
ascensions  of  the  fundamental  stars  themselves,  it  is  plain  that 
he  must  have  an  instrument  of  the  greatest  stability,  and  for 
the  determination  of  the  azimuth  must  rely  upon  upper  and 
lower  culminations  of  the  same  star ;  for  the  difference  a'  —  a 
in  (112)  may  be  accurately  computed  by  the  formulse  for  pre- 
cession and  nutation,  although  the  absolute  values  of  a  and  a' 
may  be  but  approximately  known. 

To  find  n  directly, — ^Having  observed  tjvo  stars  under  the  con- 
ditions above  given,  let  t  and  V  be  the  clock  times  reduced  for 
rate  to  the  assumed  epoch  7J,  as  before,  but  further  corrected 
only  for  collimation ;  that  is,  put 


}    (113) 


f  =  T  +dT{T'-^  2;)  +  (/sec  5 

v=  r'+  dT  (r'—  rj  +  cf  sec  d' 

then,  by  Bessel's  formula,  Art.  126, 

a  =  t+  lT^-\-  1111+  n  tan  H 

whence 

n  =  (^--0-(»'-o)  (114) 

tan  d  —  tan  5' 

For  a  single  circumpolar  star  observed  at  its  upper  and  lower 
calminations, 

2  tan  d  ^      ^ 

TVe  then  find  m  by  (85) ;  namely, 

m  =  6  sec  f  —  n  tan  f  (116) 

If  we  reduce  our  observations  by  Bbssel's  or  Hansen's 
formula,  it  will  be  unnecessary  to  find  a.  If  it  is  required,  how- 
ever, it  may  now  be  found  by  the  equation 

a  =  6  tan  f  —  n  sec  ^  (117) 
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Example. — On  May  25,  1864,  with  the  meridian  circle  of  the 
IT.  S.  Naval  Academy,  the  upper  and  lower  transits  of  Polaris  and 
the  transit  of  a  Arietis  were  observed,  and  the  clock  times  reduced 
to  the  middle  thread  were  as  follows : 


Polaris  U.  C. 
a  Arietis 
Polaris  L.  C. 


1*  14-  48-.24 

2     8     9 .13 

13   14    40.12 


(Clamp  East.) 


a 


u 


With  the  spirit  level  and  mercury  collimator,  there  were  found 
b  =  +  0*.004,  c  =  —  0'.203.  The  hourly  rate  of  the  clock  on 
sidereal  time  was  ^7^=  —  0*.224.  The  longitude  of  the  instru- 
ment was  5*  S""  55*  W.  of  Greenwich,  and  the  latitude  y  =  38°  68' 
62".5.    Find  the  constants  a,  m,  and  n. 

From  the  Nautical  Almanac  for  this  date  the  right  ascensions 
and  declinations  of  the*  stars,  reduced  to  the  time  of  the  obser- 
vations, are 

a  6  Nat.  tAn  6 

Polaris  J3.G.      1*    5- 29-.41        88«  31' 39"  38.902 

a  Arietis  1  58    56.05        22    46    7  0.420 

Polaris  L.  C.     13     6    29 .75        91    28  21  —  38.902 

We  find  for  the  constant  of  diurnal  aberration  for  the  given 
latitude,  0'.021  cos^p  =  C.Oie,  and  hence  c'=  —  0*.203  —  O-.Oie 
=  —  0*.219.  Computing  c'  sec  ^,  b  cos  (y>  —  S)  sec  8  for  each  star, 
and  reducing  the  times  for  rate  to  0*,  the  values  of  /,  according 
to  (110),  are  found  as  follows : 


T 

Red.  for 

rate  to  0* 

Corr.  for 

coUim. 

• 

Corr.  for 
level. 

t 

Polaris  U.  C. 
a  Arietis, 
Polaris  L.  C. 

1*  14-  48'.24 

2     8      9.13 

13   14    40.12 

—  0'.28 

—  0.48 

• 

2.97 

—  8'.52 

—  0.24 
+  8.52 

-f  OMO 

0.00 
—  0 .09 

1*  14-  89'.54 

2     8     8 .41 

13    14   45.58 

To  exemplify  the  use  of  the  formula  (111),  we  will  first  take 
Polaris  U.  C,  and  a  Arietis  (accenting  the  quantities  for  the 
second  star).     We  find 

tt'  —  •  =  53-  26'.64  r  —  f  =  53-  28'.87 

tan  ^  —  tan  d'  =  38.482 
and  hence,  by  (111), 

—  2-.23 


a  = 


38.482  cos  f 


=  _-  0..075 
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To  exemplify  the  use  of  (111)  in  the  cas^  of  two  stars,  one 
above  and  the  other  below  the  pole,  we  will  take  a  Arietis  and 
Polaris  L.  C,  for  which  we  find 


—  tt  =  11*  6-  33-.70 


t'^t  =  11*  6-  37M7 
tan  ^  —  tan  d'  =  39.322 


whence 


a  = 


3'.47 


39.322  cos  ^ 


=  —  0M14 


To  exemplify  the  use  of  (112),  we  will  take  Polaris  U,  C.  and 
L.  C,  for  which  we  have 


a'  —  tt  =  12*  0-  0'.34 


whence 


a  = 


—  5*.70 
77.80  cos  f 


r  —  t 

2  tan  d 
=  —  0..094 


12*  0-  6*.04 
77.80 


We  adopt  this  last  determination  of  a,  and  then,  by  (80),  we  find 


m  =  —  0-.056 


n  =  +  0*.076 


But,  where  m  and  n  are  required,  it  is  preferable  to  find  n 
directly  from  the  observations,  and  for  this  puipose  we  do  not 
correct  the  times  for  level.  Thus,  correcting  the  times  according 
to  (113),  we  find  t  as  follows : 


T 

Red.  for 
rate  to  0*. 

Corr.  for 
ooU. 

t 

Polaris  TJ.  C. 
a  Arietis, 
Polaris  L.  C. 

1*  14-  48*.24 

2     8     9.13 

13  14   40.12 

0^.28 

—  0.48 

—  2.97 

-  8-.62 

—  0.24 
+  8.62 

1*  14-  39'.44 

2     8     8.41 

13  14   46.67 

Taking  Polaris  U.  C.  and  a  Arietis^  we  find,  by  (114), 

^  =  ±?!:??  =  +  0-.061 

88.482        ^ 

Taking  a  Arietis  and   Polaris  L.  C,  we  find,  by  the  same 
formula, 

+  3-.66 


n  =^ 


89.322 


=  +  0*.091 
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Finally,  from  Polaris  JJ.  C.  and  L.  C,  we  find,  by  (116), 

n  =  ±-^  =  +  0*.076 

77.804       ^ 

agreeing  exactly  with  the  value  above  found  from  the  same 
observations.  We  now  find  m  by  (116),  which  gives  as  before 
m  =  —  0*.056.  And  then,  if  a  is  required,  we  find,  by  (117), 
a  =  —  0'.094. 

THE  CLOCK   CORRECTION. 

152.  Having  determined  all  the  instrumental  constants,  tlie 
clock  correction  is  found  from  the  transit  of  any  known  star  by 
the  formula   . 

in  which  Tis  the  clock  time  of  the  star's  transit  over  the  middle 
thread,  or  the  mean  thread,  and  r  is  the  reduction  of  this  thread 
to  the  meridian,  computed  by  either  (81),  (86),  or  (87). 

The  finally  adopted  value  of  a  Twill  be  the  mean  of  all  the 
values  thus  found  from  a  number  of  stars ;  and  this  mean  will 
be  the  value  corresponding  to  the  mean  of  all  the  times  of  obser- 
vation. But  the  observations  thus  grouped  together  for  a  deter- 
mination of  A  7^  should  not  extend  over  so  great  a  period  of  time 
that  the  clock  rate  cannot  be  regarded  as  constant  during  that 
period. 

The  clock  rate  is  found  by  comparing  the  corrections  aT,  aT', 
corresponding  to  two  times  Ty  T\  6r 


^r= 


T'-^T 


The  value  a  7^  of  the  clock  correction  for  an  assumed  epoch  T^ 
will  be  found  by  taking 

a2;==  A5r+  dT(^T^—  T) 

It  is  evident,  from  Hansen's  formula  (86),  that  an  error  in  the 
determination  of  n  (or  of  a,  which  involves  n)  will  have  the  less 
effect  upon  r  and  a  T  the  less  the  difference  between  the  observer's 
latitude  and  the  star's  declination.  Hence,  assuming  that  b  and 
c  can  be  found  with  greater  precision  than  n,  it  is  expedient  to 
use  for  clock  stars  only  fundamental  stars  which  pass  near  to  the 
zenith.  If  two  circumzenith  stars  are  observed,  such  that  the 
mean  of  the  tangents  of  their  declinations  is  equal  to  the  tangent 
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• 

of  the  latitude,  the  mean  value  of  a  Twill  be  wholly  free  from 
any  error  in  n. 

An  error  in  c  will  be  eliminated,  either  wholly  or  in  part,  by 
taking  the  mean  of  the  two  values  of  a  7*  found  in  the  two  posi- 
tions of  the  rotation  axis,  since  the  sign  of  c,  and,  consequently, 
also  that  of  any  error  in  «?,  is  changed  by  reversing  the  axis.  An 
error  in  the  assumed  value  of  the  correction  p,  for  inequality  of 
pivots,  will  also  be  removed  in  this  manner;  but,  since  the  co- 
efficient of  b  does  not  change  its  sign  for  diflferent  stars,  nor 
when  the  instrument  is  reversed,  there  is  no  method  of  elimi- 
nating an  unknown  error  of  b.  It  is  necessary,  therefore,  that 
the  astronomer  give  particular  attention  to  the  precise  determi- 
nation of  this  constant. 

(For  the  determination  of  the  clock  correction  by  a  transit  of 
the  sun,  see  Art.  155). 

DETBRMINATION  OF  THB  RIGHT  ASCENSIONS   OF  STARS. 

153.  The  principal  application  of  the  transit  instrument  in  the 
observatory  is  the  determination  of  the  apparent  right  ascensions 
of  the  celestial  bodies.  The  instrumental  constants  and  the 
clock  correction  and  rate  being  found  from  known  stars  as  above 
explained,  the  right  ascension  of  any  other  star  is  immediately 
deduced  from  the  time  of  its  transit  by  (82),  in  which  we  may 
substitute  (86)  or  (87).  The  form  in  which  the  observations  are 
reduced  will  be  best  learned  by  referring  to  any  of  the  printed 
observations  of  the  principal  observatories. 

In  making  a  catalogue  of  stars,  the  instrument  is  clamped  at 
a  certain  declination,  and  all  the  stars  within  a  zone  of  the 
breadth  of  the  field  of  the  telescope  are  observed  as  they  cross 
the  threads.  In  this  case,  it  will  be  expedient  to  find  the  clock 
correction  from  fundamental  stars  nearly  in  the  parallel  of  decli- 
nation upon  which  the  instrument  is  set.  For  if  we  have  found 
A  r  from  a  star  whose  right  ascension  is  a,  by  the  formula 

Ar=a  — (T+t) 

the  right  ascension  of  another  star  will  ba 

=  a  -[-(r'— r)(i  +  d!r)+(T'  — r) 

that  is,  it  will  be  equal  to  the  right  ascension  of  the  fundamental 


176  TRANSIT   INSTRUMENT   IN   THE    MERIDIAN. 

star  increased  by  the  clock  interval  corrected  for  rate,  and  for 
the  difference  r'  —  r  of  the  instrumental  corrections ;  and  if  the 
declinations  are  the  same,  we  shall  have  r'  —  r  =  0,  and  all  the 
errors  of  the  instrument  will  be  eliminated.  Since,  in  this  appli- 
cation, the  absolute  clock  correction  is  not  required,  we  may 
substitute  in  (82)  w!  for  aT+  m,  and  m'  will  be  found  directly 
from  the  fundamental  stars  by  the  formula 

m'  =  a  —  (T  +  n  tan  ^  +  </ sec  ^) 

The  right  ascensions  will  then  be  obtained  by  adding  to  the 
observed  times  the  correction  m*  +  w  tan  ^  +  ^'  sec  d,  and  it  will 
not  be  necessary  to  separate  m'  into  its  constituents  ^Tandm. 
Since  m'  involves  the  rate  of  the  clock,  its  hourly  variation  will 
be  taken  into  account  in  precisely  the  same  manner  as  that  of 
A  7^.  This  mode  of  reduction  was  adopted  by  Bessel  for  his 
Konigsberg  Zone  observations. 

The  mean  right  ascensions  for  the  beginning  of  the  year  or 
for  any  assumed  epoch,  are  found,  from  the  apparent  right 
ascensions,  by  the  formula  (692)  of  Vol.  I. 

For  the  determination  of  the  absolute  right  ascensions  of  the 
fundamental  stars,  see  Chapter  XII.  Vol.  I. 

TRANSITS   OF   THE   MOON,   THE   SUN,   AND  THE   PLANETS. 

154.  Transits  of  the  mom. — The  hour  angle  of  the  moon's  limb, 
when  on  a  side  thread,  is  affected  by  parallax;  and  the  time 
required  by  the  moon  to  pass  from  this  thread  to  the  meridian 
differs  from  that  required  by  a  star  in  consequence  of  the  moon's 
proper  motion  in  right  ascension.  If  d  is  the  true  declination  of 
the  moon,  d'  the  apparent  declination  as  affected  by  parallax, «?' 
the  apparent  east  hour  angle  of  the  moon's  limb  at  the  instant 
of  the  observed  transit  over  a  thread  whose  equatorial  inten'^al 
Pig.  43.  from  the  middle  thread  is  f,  then,  since  d'  is  the  decli- 
nation of  the  observed  point  on  the  thread,  we  have 

,      ^'  =  m  -f  n  tan  d*  +  (i  +  <f)  sec  6' 

Thus  9'  is  known,  but  to  reduce  the  observation  we 
must  find  the  true  hour  angle  &.  Let  PM^  Fig.  43,  be 
the  meridian,  P  the  pole,  Z  the  geocentric  zenith  of  the 
place  of  observation,  0  the  true  place  of  the  moon,  0' 
its  apparent  place ;  and  denote  the  true  and  apparent 
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zenith  distances  ZO  and  Z(y  by  z  and  z\  We  have  MPO  =  ?>, 
MP(y  =  I?',  and  drawing  OMy  CyM'  perpendicular  to  the  meri- 
dian,  we  find 

sin  MO       sin  MO' 


or 


whence 


sin  MZO  =  —  ^ 

sin  ZO        sin  ZO' 

sin  i>  cos  ^ sin  *'  cos  ^' 

sin  z  sin  / 

„,  sin  z  cos  ^' 
sin  /  cos  ^ 


Now,  if 


X  =  the  moon's  increase  of  right  ascension  in  one  second  of 
sidereal  time, 

the  sidereal  time  required  by  the  moon  to  describe  the  hour 

angle  ^  is  :j ;  and,  therefore,  T'being  the  clock  time  of  transit 

of  the  limb  over  the  thread,  the  right  ascension  of  the  Umb  at 
the  instant  of  its  transit  over  the  meridian  will  be 

and  if  we  put 

S  =  the  moon's  geocentric  apparent  semidiameter, 

the  hour  ans^le  of  the  moon's  centre  when  the  limb  is  on  the 

8 

meridian  will  be  ±.  — :»  and  the  time  required  by  the  moon 

15  cos  ^  ^  ^ 

to  describe  this  hour  anrie  will  be  ±:  — — r.    Hence  the 

°  15  (1  —  X)  cos  ^ 

formula  for  computing  the  right  ascension  oi  the  centre  at  the 
instant  of  the  transit  of  the  centre  over  the  meridian  is 

a=r+Ar+    *  ^ 


1  —  ;i  ■"  15(1  — ;i)  cos  ^ 

in  which  the  upper  or  the  lower  sign  will  be  used  according  as 
the  first  or  the  second  limb  is  observed.  If  then  we  substitute 
the  values  of  ^  and  i>',  and  put 


F=^2^ i (118) 

sin/  (1  — ;i)co8a  ^      ^ 


Vol.  IL— 12 
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we  have 

o=  r+ A T+iF+^m  +  n tan  d'+  d secaOFcos b'±: (119) 

15(1 — i)cos^ 

To  compute  the  factor  F  conveniently,  put 


sin  y  1  —  I 

then 

-F=AJBsec^ 

The  value  of  A  may  be  developed  in  a  simple  form.  If  we  put 
ip'  =  the  reduced  or  geocentric  latitude  of  the  place  of  observa- 
tion, /9  =  its  geocentric  distance,  n  =  the  moon's  equatorial 
horizontal  parallax,  we  have  z  =  (p'  —  d^  and 

sin  Qf  —  z)  =  p  sin  n  m\  sf 
whence 

sm  z 

A  = =  cos  (/  —  z)  —  p  sin  jt  cos  / 

sin/ 

or,  neglecting  the  square  of  the  parallax, 

A  =  1  —  /»  sin  IT  cos  (^'  —  S) 

which  is  the  form  employed  by  Bessel,  who  gives  the  value  of 
log  A^  in  Table  XIU.  of  the  Tabidce  BegionumtancB^  with  the 
argument  log  [/>  sin  ;r  cos  (f>'  —  5)].  For  a  particular  observatory, 
where  these  reductions  are  frequent,  it  is  more  convenient  to 
prepare  a  special  table,  adapted  to  the  latitude,  giving  log  A  with 
the  arguments  8  and  ;r.  In  Bessel's  table,  there  are  also  given 
the  values  of  log  B  with  the  argument  *'  change  of  the  moon's 
right  ascension  in  12*  of  mean  time,"  and  the  argument  is  ex- 
pressed in  degrees  and  minutes  of  arc ;  but  as  the  change  in  one 
minute,  expressed  in  seconds  of  time,  which  I  shall  denote  by  Aa, 
is  given  in  the  American  Ephemeris,  I  shall  take 

,  Aa  -,  60.1643 


60.1648  60.1643  —  A,a 

where  60.1643  is  the  number  of  sidereal  seconds  in  one  minute 
of  mean  time.  The  following  table  gives  the  values  of  log  B 
computed  by  this  formula : 
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Argument  ^a  =  change  of  the  moon's  right  ascension  in  one  minate  of 

mean  time. 


^a 

log^ 

Aa 

log^ 

Aa 

log^ 

1*.65 

0.01208  1 

2*.05 

0.01506 

2'.45 

0.01806 

1.70 

0.01245 

2.10 

0.01543 

2.50 

0.01843 

1.75 

0.01282 

2.15 

0.01580 

2.55 

0.01881 

1.80 

0.01319 

2.20 

0.01618 

2.60 

0.01919 

1.85 

0.01356 

2.25 

0.01655 

2.65 

0.01956 

1.90 

0.01394 

2.30 

0.01693 

2.70 

0.01994 

1.95 

0.01431 

2.35  ^ 

0.01730 

2.75 

0.02032 

2.00 

0.01468 

2.40 

0.01768  ! 

2.80 

0.02070 

This  table  will  be  useful  also  in  computing  the  term 

Of 

=  ,»   SB  sec  d 

The  reduction  of  an  observed  transit  of  the  moon  is  then  as 
follows.  The  transit  over  each  thread  is  reduced  to  the  middle 
thread  (or  mean  thread)  by  adding  the  correction  iF  to  the 
observed  times,  and  the  mean  of  the  several  results  is  taken 
as  the  clock  time  of  transit  of  the  limb  over  the  middle  (or 
mean)  thread;  or  tliis  time  may  be  found  by  multiplying  the 
mean  of  the  equatorial  intervals  of  the  obsen-ed  threads  by  F 
and  adding  the  product  to  the  mean  of  the  observed  times. 
This  time  is  then  reduced  to  the  meridian  by  adding  the  correc- 
tion (m  +  n  tan  <J'  +  e'  sec  8^)F  cos  5'  or  (m  cos  8'  +  n  sin  8'  +  c')Fj 
in  which  we  may  take  d^  =  d  —  ;r  sin  {<p'  —  S).  Then,  adding  the 
clock  correction,  we  have  the  right  ascension  of  the  limb  at  the 
instant  of  its  transit  over  the  meridian.     Finally,  adding  or  sub- 

tractins:  the  term  77-7; ; j  we  have  the  right  ascension  of 

^  15  (1  —  X)  cos  d  ^ 

the  moon's  centre  at  the  instant  of  its  transit  over  the  meridian. 
When  the  moon  has  been  observed  on  all  the  threads,  the 
computation  of  F  by  the  above  method  may  be  dispensed  with, 
as  an  approximate  value,  sufficient  for  computing  the  reduction 
to  the  meridian,  may  be  inferred  from  the  observed  times  on  the 
first  and  last  thread.  For,  calling  the  observed  interval  between 
these  threads  /,  and  the  equatorial  interval  e,  we  have  /=  iFy 
whence 

% 
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If  we  omit  the  factor  1  —  i  throughout,  the  right  ascension 
obtained  is  that  which  corresponds  to  the  instant  of  the  obsen'a- 
tion  instead  of  the  instant  of  meridian  passage. 

Example. — The  transit  of  the  moon's  first  limb  was  observed 
at  the  U.  S.  Naval  Academy  on  May  29,  1856,  as  follows : 


Thread. 

Clock. 

I 

15 

» 3-  67'.5 

II 

4    10.3 

(Clamp  east) 

III 

4    23.2 

IV 

4    36.2 

V 

4   49.0 

VI 

5     1.8 

VII 

5    14.6 

For  the  Naval  Academy  we  have  ^'=  38°  47'  88",  and  ]ogp 
=  9.99948 ;  and  the  longitude  from  Greenwich  is  5*  6"*  57'. 

The  constants  of  the  transit  instrument  were  m  =  +  0*.251, 
n  =  —  0'.162,  c  =  +  0'.093 ;  and  hence  (Art.  126)  e^=  +  0'.093 
—  C.Oie  =  +  0*.077.  The  clock  correction  to  sidereal  time  was 
4-  1"  25M1.  The  equatorial  intervals  of  the  threads  from  the 
middle  thread  were 

«  ■  •  •  •  * 

h  S  '•  »i  •#  s 

+  35V65       +  23'.72       +  11'.78      —  11'.77       —  23v77       —  85*.6T 

From  the  American  Ephemeris  we  find  for  the  culmination 
at  the  Naval  Academy  on  May  29,  1855, 

n  =  57'  46'M  S  =  15'  46".5 

^  =  — 17°  58'  53"  Aa  =  2'.2147 

To  illustrate  the  method  of  reducing  the  observations  to  the 
middle  thread,  we  will  first  find  the  factor  jFby  direct  computa- 
tion. We  have  y>'  —  i  =  56°  46'  81",  log  p  sin  ;r  cos  {f  —  J)  = 
7.96355;  and  hence 

log  A  =:  9.99599 

log  B  r=  0.01629 

log  sec  d  =  0.02175 

log  F  =  0.03403 

Multiplying  the  equatorial  intervals  by  JP,  we  find  the  reductions 
of  the  several  threads  to  the  middle  thread  to  be 

I  II  III  V  VI  VII 

+  38*.56       +25*.65       + 12'.74       — 12'.73       —  25'.71       —  38'.58 
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The  clock  times  of  transit  over  the  middle  thread,  according 
to  the  observations  on  the  several  threads,  were,  therefore, 


I 

15*  4-  86'.06 

II 

85.95 

III 

85.94 

IV 

86.20 

V 

36.27 

VI 

86.09 

VII 

86.02 

Mean  T  =  16  4    36 .08 

To  compute  the  instrumental  correction,  we  have  tt  sin  (^'  —  S) 
=  48'.8,  whence  5'  =?  —  18^  47'.2,  m  +  ntsmd' +  c^ sec d'  = 
+  O'.SST,  and  therefore 

(m  +  n  tan  d'  -f  {/  sec  d')  Fqoq  ^' =  +  0*.40 
Applying  this  term  to  the  above  mean,  we  have 

Clock  time  of  transit  of  the  limb  =  15*  4-  86'.48 
Clock  correction,  aT   ==4    1    25.11 

E.  A.  of  the  Umb  at  transit      '     =  lb~^     1^69 

8 


"15(1  —  X)eosd 


=        1      8 .88 


E.  A.  of  moon's  centre  at  transit,  a  =  15   7    10 .47 

The  factor  F  might  have  been  approximately  deduced  from 
the  first  and  last  observations,  which  give  the  interval  /=  77M, 
and  the  equatorial  interval  between  the  extreme  threads  is 
t  =  85*.65  +  86*.67  =  7r.82,  whence 

log  F  =  log  ^^  =  0.0338 

which  is  sufficiently  accurate  for  reducing  the  instrumental  cor- 
rection. 
The  "  sidereal  time  of  the  semidiameter  passing  the  meridian,*' 

Of 

0^  rr7:i ;;:^ v  niay  be  taken  from  the  table  of  Moon  Culmi- 

15  (1  —  X)  cos  d       "^ 

nations  given  in  the  Ephemeris. 

The  clock  correction  employed  in  deducing  the  moon's  right 
ascension  should  be  deduced  from  stars  as  nearly  aa  possible  in 
the  same  parallel  of  declination.  (See  Art.  158.)  The  '^moon  cul- 
minating stars"  are  stars  lying  nearly  in  the  moon's  path  whose 
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positions  have  been  carefully  determined  for  this  purpose.  (See 
Vol.  1.  Art.  229.) 

155.  Transits  of  the  sun  or  a  planet. — The  formula  (119)  is  applic- 
able in  general  to  any  celestial  body ;  but,  in  the  case  of  the  sun 
and  planets,  the  parallax  is  so  small  that  its  effect  upon  the  time 
of  transit  over  a  side  thread  is  inappreciable:  so  that  we  may 
take  simply 

F  = =  ^  sec  ^ 

(1  —  X)  C08  d 

and,  consequently,  also  put  5 'for  3'.  The  formula  for  computing 
the  right  ascension  of  the  centre  of  the  sun  or  a  planet  over  any 
given  thread  is,  therefore, 

a  =  T+:^T+iB8ocd  +  (m  +  nttknS  +  (fBecd)B±^^SB&ec9  (120) 

in  which  {k  denoting  the  change  of  right  ascension  in  one  sidereal 
second)  we  have 

The  logarithm  of  B  may  be  readily  computed.  Putting  ^a  for 
the  change  of  right  ascension  in  one  hour  of  mean  time  (which 
change  is  given  in  the  Ephemeris  for' the  sun),  we  have,  since 
one  mean  hour  is  equal  to  3610  sidereal  seconds, 


3610 


♦log^  =  - log(l  —  .^^\ 
^  ^  \         3610 / 


M 


3610 

in  which  M=  0.43429,  the  modulus  of  the  common  system  of 
logarithms.     Performing  the  division  of  M  by  3610,  we  find 

log  B  ==  0.00012  X  Am  (121) 

in  which  Aa  must  be  expressed  in  seconds  of  time. 

In  the  British  Nautical  Almanac,  the  change  of  right  ascension 
Aa  in  one  hour  of  longitude  is  given  for  each  planet.  In  this 
case,  we  have 

*  By  the  formula  log  (1  —  z)  =  —  M{z  -|-  }  2^  -f~  &o.),  where  the  square  and 
higher  powers  of  x  are  eo  emaU  as  to  be  inappreciable  in  the  present  case. 
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^=1  + 


8600 


the  logarithm  of  which  may  also  be  found  by  (121)  with  suffi- 
cient accuracy,  that  is,  within  a  unit  of  the  fifth  decimal  place. 

The  term  ^  SB  sec  d,  or  "  the  sidereal  time  of  the  semidiameter 
passing  the  meridian,"  is  given  in  the  Ephemeris  for  the  sun  and 
each  of  the  planets.  When  both  limbs  have  been  observed  on 
all  the  threads,  this  term  is  not  required,  since  the  mean  of  all 
the  observations  is  evidently  the  time  of  the  passage  of  the  centre 
over  the  mean  of  the  threads.  If  this  mean  is  to  be  reduced  to 
the  middle  thread,  there  will  remain  the  small  correction  aiJ3  sec  8 
to  be  applied  (Art.  133),  for  which  we  may  take  At  sec  8.  We  may 
also  put  m  +  n  tan  d  +  c'  sec  8  instead  of  {m  +  n  tan  8  +  e'  sec  8)  B^ 
unless  771,  n,  and  &  are  unusually  great. 

The  reduction  of  transits  of  the  sun  observed  with  a  sidereal 
clock  is  greatly  facilitated  by  the  use  of  Table  XII.  of  Bbssel's 
Tabitke  JRegiomoniance,  which  contains  every  thing  necessary  for 
the  purpose,  for  each  day  of  the  fictitious  year  (Vol.  I.  Art.  406). 

156.  Transits  of  the  sun  observed  with  a  mean  time  chronometer. — 
A  mean  time  chronometer  is  often  used  with  the  portable  transit 
instrument,  and  transits  of  the  sun  are  then  observed  solely  for 
the  purpose  of  determining  the  chronometer  correction.  In  this 
case,  the  mean  motion  of  the  sun  corresponds  with  that  of  the 
chronometer,  and  therefore  the  factor  B  may  be  put  equal  to 
unity,  unless  we  wish  to  obtain  extreme  precision  by  taking  into 
account  the  small  difference  between  the  mean  motion  of  the  sun 
and  its  actual  motion  at  different  seasons  of  the  year,  a  degree 
of  precision  quite  superfluous  in  the  use  of  a  portable  instrument. 
If  we  put 

E  =  the  eqaation  of  time  for  the  instant  of  transit,  positive 

when  additive  to  apparent  time, 
fif'  =  j\  S  sec  d  =  the  mean  time  of  the  sun's  semidiameter 
passing  the  meridian,  which  may  be  taken  from  the 
Ephemeris, 
T  =  the  reduction  to  the  meridian,  foand  either  by  (82),  (86), 

or  (87), 
T=  the  observed  chronometer  time  of  the  transit  of  the 
sun's  limb  over  a  thread  whose  equatorial  interval  is  t, 
Ar=  the  chronometer  correction  to  mean  time, 

t  =  the  chronometer  time  of  the  transit  of  the  sun's  centre, 
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then  we  have 

and 

©r 


t=T+iEecd±S'+T 
12*  +  ^  =  f  +  aT 


(122) 


(123) 


Example. — On  May  17,  1856,  the  transit  of  the  sun  was  ob- 
served at  the  Naval  Academy  with  a  portable  instrument  as  below 
(Clamp  West): 


Mean  time  chronometer. 

Thread. 

1st  Limb. 

2d  Limb. 

I 

11*  55-  42'.2 

11*  57-  se-.e 

II 

65    57.4 

lOBt 

III 

66   12.0 

68    26.7 

IV 

lost 

58    41,7 

V 

66   42.3 

lost 

There  had  been  found  a  =  +  O-.SS,  6  =  —  0'.27,  c  =  —  C.ll 
The  thread  intervals  from  middle  thread  were 


h 
+  28«.25 


+  14*.16 


—  14*.27 


-  28*.31 


The  longitude  being  5*  5"*  57*  west  of  Greenwich,  we  find  from 
the  Ephemeris  for  the  transit  over  this  meridian, 


a  =  +  19^  29M 


S'  =  67'.24 


^  =  —  3«  49*.71 


The  reductions  of  the  several  threads  to  the  middle  thread,  or 
the  values  of  iseci,  are,  therefore. 


+  29*.97 


II 
+  15'.01 


IV 
15M4 


V 

—  80*.03 


Applying  these  to  the  observed  times,  and  also  the  quantity 
±:  S'j  we  have  the  chronometer  time  of  the  transit  of  the  sun's 
centre  over  the  middle  thread,  as  deduced  from  the  several 
threads,  as  follows : 
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Ist  Limb,  -< 


2d  Limb, 


Thread. 

Chronometer. 

'    I 

11* 

57" 

^  19'.41 

II 

19.65 

- 

III 

V 

19.24 
19.51 

r    I 

19.83 

_ 

III 

I IV 

19.46 
19.32 

Mean  =  11   57    19.42 


The  latitude  being  ip  =  38°  58'.9,  we  find,  by  (87),  r  =  —  0'.27, 

and  hence,  finally, 

t  =  11*  57*  19«.15 

12*  +  E  =11   56    10.29 
^T=—     1      8.86 

157.  Correction  of  the  transit  of  the  moon  or  a  planet  when  the 
defective  limb  has  been  observed. — ^Let  us  consider  the  general  case 
of  a  spheroidal  planet  partially  illuminated.  The  transit  of  the 
observed  limb  is  reduced  to  that  of  the  centre  by  employing 
instead  of  S  in  (119)  the  perpendicular  distance  from  the  centre 
of  the  planet  to  that  tangent  to  the  limb  which  lies  in  the  direc- 
tion of  the  transit  threads,  or,  in  the  case  of  meridian  transits, 
the  perpendicular  upon  the  declination  circle  which  is  tangent 
to  the  limb.  The  formulae  for  computing  this  peipendicular,  in 
general,  are  discussed  in  Vol.  L,  Occultations  of  Planets,  where  we 
have  found  that  in  all  practical  cases  the  formulse  (628)  of  p.  580 
may  be  considered  as  rigorous.  In  those  formulae  the  angle  t? 
is  the  angle  which  the  required  perpendicular  makes  with  the 
axis  of  the  planet,  so  that,  p  being  the  angle  which  this  axis 
makes  with  a  declination  circle,  we  have  here 

i»  =  270°  — ;)        or        ^  =  90°  —  ;? 

according  as  the  first  or  second  limb  is  observed.  The  values 
of  p  as  well  as  of  F  and  c  required  are  found  as  in  Vol.  L  Arts. 
851,  362. 

But  this  rigorous  process  will  seldom  be  required ;  and  when 
we  regard  the  planet  as  spherical,  the  formulse  can  be  simplified 
as  follows.  For  a  spherical  planet  we  make  e  =  1,  and  substi- 
tute the  value  90^  —  p  for  i?,  which  applies  to  the  2d  limb, 
whence,  by  Vol.  L  formulae  (628)  and  (623), 

gin;^  =  cosp  sin  V 
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or 

Bin  /  =  —  cos  2)  sin  (a'  —  A) 

«"==  8  COS/  =  -  COS  X 

where  a'  and  A  are  the  right  ascensions  of  the  planet  and  the 
sun  respectively  (and  a'  —  -4.  is  therefore  in  the  present  case  the 
sun's  hour  angle  at  the  time  of  the  observation) ;  D=  the  sun's 
declination ;  B,  B^  =  the  heliocentric  distances  of  the  earth  and 
the  planet  respectively ;  s  =  the  apparent  semidiameter  of  the 
planet  at  the  time  of  the  observation ;  Sq  =  the  mean  semi- 
diameter  (Vol.  I.  p.  578);  r  =  the  geocentric  distance  of  the 
planet ;  and  s"  =  the  required  perpendicular.  For  the  moon  we 
may  put  B  =  B'. 

The  above  value  of  sinjr  is  deduced  for  the  second  limb,  and, 
therefore,  by  Vol.  I.  Art.  854,  it  will  be  positive  when  the  second 
limb  is  defective.  Since  we  should  have  to  substitute  270**  —p 
for  t>,  or  —  coBp  for  sin^,  in  the  case  of  the  first  limb,  which 
would  only  change  the  sign,  it  follows  that  the  value  of  siiixf^om- 
puied  by  the  above  formula  will  be  positive  or  negative  according  as  the 
2d  or  the  1st  limb  is  defective. 

The  value  of  5"  is  to  be  substituted  for  S  in  (119). 

EFFECT   OF   REFRACTION  IN   TRANSIT   OBSERVATIONS. 

168.  Since  the  refraction  changes  the  zenith  distance,  its  effect 
upon  the  time  of  transit  over  a  side  thread  has  the  same  form  as 
that  of  the  parallax.  If  then  z  and  z'  denote  respectively  the 
true  and  apparent  zenith  distances,  the  time  required  by  the  star 
to  describe  the  interval  i  is  i-F,  where  F  is  found  by  (118) ;  or, 
denoting  this  time  by  /',  and  putting  jl  =  0,  * 

« i      Hinz 

cos^  sin/ 

Now,  the  refraction  is  represented  by  the  formula  r  =  Atanc', 
k  being  nearly  constant ;  and  for  values  of  z  not  greater  than  85°, 
we  may  here  assume  k  =  58'',  and  z  =  z'  +  k  tan  2',  whence 
we  find 

®^"  ^  =  1  +  A  sin  1"  =  1.00028 


sin  y 
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Hence  the  error  in  computing  the  interval  by  the  formula 
/=  isecd  is  /X  .00028,  which  amounts  to  O'.Ol  when  1=  86'; 
and  this  is  as  great  an  interval  as  is  ever  used  for  an  equatorial 
star.  The  error  of  observation  for  other  stars  increases  with  the 
interval  J,  or  as  the  value  of  sec  *d :  so  that  the  error  produced 
br  neglecting  the  refraction  is  always  much  less  than  the  proba- 
ble error  of  observation.  Moreover,  the  error  is  wholly  elimi- 
ui  t  jd  when  the  star  is  observed  on  all  tlie  threads,  or  on  an  equal 
number  on  each  side  of  the  middle  thread. 

If,  for  any  special  purpose,  it  becomes  necessary  to  correct  an 
observation  on  an  extreme  thread  for  refraction,  we  can  take,  as 
a  very  accurate  formula, 

r  =  I  sec  d  (1  +  A-  sin  1") 

k  being  found  by  Bessel's  Refraction  Table  (Table  EL),  and,  for 
a  near  approximation, 

/'  =  i  sec  d  X  1.00028 

MERIDIAN   MARE. 

159.  For  a  fixed  instrument,  it  is  desirable  to  have  a  perma** 
nent  meridian  mark  by  which  the  azimuth  of  the  telescope  may 
be  frequently  verified.  A  triangular  aperture  (for  example)  in  a 
metallic  plate  mounted  upon  a  firm  pier,  with  a  sky  background, 
makes  a  good  day  mark,  the  thread  of  the  telescope  being  brought 
into  coincidence  with  it  by  bisecting  the  vertical  angle  of  the 
triangle.  If  the  mark  is  sufficiently  near,  a  light  may  be  placed 
behind  it  for  night  observations.  A  simple  mark  like  this,  how. 
ever,  must  be  so  remote  as  to  be  distinctly  defined  in  the  tele- 
scope without  a  change  of  the  stellar  focus,  and  even  for  instru- 
ments of  moderate  power  this  requires  a  distance  of  upwards 
of  a  mile. 

It  is  found,  however,  that  the  apparent  direction  of  these 
distant  marks  is  often  subject  to  changes  from  the  anomalous 
lateral  refractions  which  take  place  in  the  lower  strata  of  the 
atmosphere,  produced  chiefly  by  variations  of  temperature.  If 
a  sheet  of  water  intervenes,  the  mark  is  found  to  be  especially 
unsteady.  It  was  to  remedy  this  difficulty  that  Rittenhouse 
first  proposed  the  plan  of  placing  the  mark  comparatively  near 
to  the  instrument,  but  in  the  focus  of  a  lens  which  receives 
the  divergent  rays  from  the   mark  and  transmits  them  to  the 
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telescope  in  parallel  lines;  a  suggestion  which  has  resalted  in 
various  important  improvements  in  the  methods  of  investigat- 
ing instrumental  errors,  such  as  the  collimating  telescopes,  the 
mercury  collimator,  &c.,  which  have  already  been  fully  treated 
of  in  the  preceding  pages.  The  apparent  direction  of  the  mark 
will  be  that  of  the  line  joining  the  optical  centre  of  the  lens 
and  the  mark.  At  Pulkowa,  the  lens  for  this  purpose  is  placed 
on  a  pier  within  the  transit  room,  and  has  the  extraordinary 
focal  length  of  about  566  feet,*  which  is,  therefore,  the  distance 
of  the  mark  from  the  pier.  The  mark  consists  of  a  circular 
aperture  ^  of  an  inch  in  diameter,  in  a  metallic  plate,  presenting 
in  the  telescope  a  planetary  disc  of  only  2"  in  diameter,  which 
can  be  bisected  by  the  thread  of  the  telescope  with  the  greatest 
precision.  The  merit  of  such  a  mark  depends  on  the  stability 
of  the  two  points,  the  mark  and  the  lens,  which  determine  the 
direction  of  its  optical  line.  These  points,  mounted  as  they  are 
upon  solid  stone  piers,  are  not  liable  to  greater  relative  changes 
than  the  piers  of  the  telescope  itself,  and  therefore  the  changes 
of  direction  of  their  optical  line  will  be  less  than  those  of  the 
telescope  in  the  proportion  of  the  focal  length  of  the  lens  to  the 
length  of  the  rotation  axis  of  the  telescope,  which  in  this  case 
was  as  556  feet  to  8.61  feet,  or  as  154 : 1.  Now,  according  to 
STRUVB,t  the  diurnal  changes  in  the  direction  of  the  axis  of  a 
well  mounted  transit  instrument  are  seldom  more  than  one  or 
two  seconds  of  arc ;  but  yj,  of  a  second  of  arc  is  a  quantity  abso- 
lutely imperceptible  even  in  the  best  transit  telescopes.  Two 
marks  of  the  same  kind  were  used  by  Struve,  one  north  and 
the  other  south  of  the  telescope,  and  they  served  not  only  as 
meridian  marks,  but  as  collimators  according  to  the  method  of 
Art.  145. 

In  the  same  manner,  one  of  the  collimators  of  the  Greenwich 
transit  circle  is  used  as  a  meridian  mark,  although  it  is  within 
the  transit  room.  In  this  case,  the  advantage  gained  is  com- 
paratively small. 

It  is  not  necessary  that  the  mark  be  precisely  in  the  meridian 
of  the  instrument.  It  is  sufficient  if  it  is  so  near  to  it  that  its 
deviation  in  azimuth  can  be  measured  with  the  telescope  micro- 
meter. Let  A  be  its  azimuth  west  of  north.  Direct  the  telescope 
to  it,  and  measure  its  distance  m  from  the  middle  thread,  giving 

*  Description  de  V  Obtervatoire  de  Poulkova,  p.  126.  f  Ibid.  p.  128. 
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the  measure  the  positive  sign  when  the  mark,  as  seen  in  the 
field,  is  to  the  apparent  west  of  the  thread ;  then,  a  being  the 
azimath  constant  of  the  telescope  determined  by  stars,  and  c  the 
cojilimation  constant,  we  have 

A  =  a  —  m  —  c  (125) 

So  long  as  the  values  of  A  thus  found  appear  to  vary  only  within 
the  limits  of  the  probable  errors  of  observation,  their  mean  is  to 
be  taken  as  expressing  the  constant  position  of  the  mark,  and 
during  this  period  the  azimuths />f  the  transit  instrument  will  be 
found  at  any  time  by  the  formula 

a  =  A  +  m  -(-  ^ 

If  the  instrument  is  reversed  and  the  micrometer  distance  of 
the  mark  west  of  tLe  middle  thread  is  now  m\  we  have 

a  =A  -{-  m! —  c 
which,  combined  with  the  former  equation,  gives 


a  :=A'\-  i(m  -f-  m') 
c  =  }  (m'  —  m) 


}    (126) 


which  last  equation  gives  c  with  its  proper  sign  for  the  first  posi- 
tion of  the  instrument. 

PERSONAL   EQUATION. 

160.  It  is  often  found  that  two  observers,  both  of  acknowledged 
skill,  will  differ  in  the  time  of  transit  of  a  star  observed  by  "  eye 
and  ear,"  by  a  quantity  which  is  nearly  the  same  for  all  stars. 
Such  a  constant  difference  does  not  necessarily  prove  a  want  of 
skill  in  subdividing  the  second  according  to  the  method  of  Art 
121,  but  may  proceed  from  a  discordance  between  the  eye  and 
the  ear,  which  affects  the  judgment  as  to  the  point  of  the  field  to 
which  the  clock  beats  are  to  be  referred.    Thus,  if 

Fig.  44. 

a  and  6,  Fig.  44,  are  the  true  positions  of  a  star  at 
two  successive  beats  of  the  clock,  we  may  suppose 
the  observer  to  allow  a  certain  interval  of  time  to  ^  f 
elapse  after  each  beat  before  he  associates  it  with  the 
star's  position  (possibly  in  some  cases  he  may  antici- 
pate the  beat) :  so  that  he  refers  the  beats  to  two  different  points 
a'  and  b',  whose  distance  from  each  other  is,  however,  the  same 


9^ 
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as  that  of  a  and  b.  The  ratio  in  which  the  distance  a'b'  is  divided 
he  may  still  estimate  correctly. 

The  distance  between  a  and  a'  may  be  called  the  absolute  per- 
sonal equation  of  the  observer,  and,  if  it  could  be  determined, 
might  be  applied  as  a  correction  to  all  his  observations.  But,  80 
long  as  his  observations  are  not  combined  with  those  of  another 
observer,  the  existence  of  such  an  error  cannot  be  discovered; 
nor  is  it  then  of  any  consequence.  For  the  process  of  deter- 
mining the  right  ascension  of  an  unknown  star  consists  essen- 
tially in  applying  to  the  right  ^ascension  of  a  known  star  the 
difference  of  the  clock  times  of  the  transit  of  the  two  stars  (cor- 
rected for  instrumental  errors  and  rate),  and  this  difference  will 
evidently  be  the  same  as  if  the  observer  had  no  personal  equation. 

In  order  to  combine  the  observations  of  two  individuals — ^for 
example,  to  deduce  the  right  ascension  of  an  unknown  star 
whose  transit  is  observ^ed  by  A,  from  the  time  of  transit  of  a 
known  star  observed  by  B — it  is  necessary  to  know  the  difference 
of  their  absolute  equations, — i.e,  their  relative  personal  equation. 
Thus,  if  the  times  observed  bv  A  are  later  than  those  observed 
by  B  by  the  quantity  U,  then  B's  observations  may  be  reduced 
to  A's  (that  is,  to  what  they  would  have  been  if  observed  by  A) 
by  increasing  them  all  by  U. 

The  relative  personal  equation  may  be  found  by  the  following 
methods : 

First  Method. — ^Let  one  observer  note  a  star's  transit  over  the 
first  three  or  four  threads,  and  the  other  obsen'^er  its  transit 
over  the  remaining  threads.  Reduce  the  observations  of  each 
to  the  middle  thread  (or  to  any  assumed  thread)  by  applying  the 
known  equatorial  intervals  multiplied  by  sec  d.  The  difference 
between  the  mean  results  for  the  two  observers  will  be  a  value 
of  their  required  personal  equation.  The  mean  of  the  values 
found  from  twenty  or  thirty  (or  more)  such  observations  will  be 
adopted,  provided  the  probable  error  of  such  a  determination  (as 
found  from  the  discrepancies  of  the  individual  results)  is  not 
greater  than  the  equation  itself;  in  which  case  the  difference 
between  them,  should,  of  course,  be  regarded  as  accidental,  and 
the  uise  of  a  constant  equation  would  introduce  error  instead  of 
eliminating  it.  This  remark  may  be  necessary  to  guard  inexpe- 
rienced observers  against  an  incautious  adoption  of  an  equation 
derived  frorii  insufficient  data.  We  may  also  remark  here  that 
constant  personal  equations  are  more  apt  to  exist  between  trained 
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observers  than  between  inexperienced  ones,  the  former  having 
by  practice  acquired  a  fixed  habit  of  observation. 

Second  Method. — The  preceding  method  is  liable  to  the  objection 
that  as  the  second  observer  takes  the  place  of  the  first  in  a  some- 
what hurried  manner,  his  usual  habit  of  observation  may  be 
disturbed.  To  obviate  this,  let  each  observer  independently 
determine  the  clock  correction  by  fundamental  stars ;  then  the 
difference  of  these  corrections,  both  reduced  for  clock  rate  to  the 
same  epoch,  will  be  the  personal  equation.  The  equation  thus 
found  involves  the  errors  of  the  stars'  places  and  of  the  clock 
rate.  The  first  will  be  inconsiderable  if  only  fundamental  stars 
are  used,  but  may  be  entirely  eliminated  by  the  observers'  ex- 
changing stars  on  a  following  day  and  taking  the  mean  of  the 
two  results.  The  effect  of  error  in  the  rate  will  be  insensible  if 
the*  stars  are  so  distributed  that  the  means  of  the  riffht  ascensions 
of  the  stars  of  the  two  groups  employed  by  the  two  observers 
are  nearly  equal. 

Third  Method. — ^An  equatorial  telescope  is  sometimes  used  for 
the  purpose,  as  follows.  Two  transit  threads  of  the  micrometer 
are  adjusted  in  the  direction  of  a  declination  circle,  and  the  tele- 
scope is  directed  towards  a  point  in  advance  of  any  star  not  far 
from  the  meridian,  and  clamped.  The  observer  A  notes  the 
transit  of  the  star  over  the  first  thread,  and  the  observer  B  the 
transit  over  the  second  thread.  The  telescope  is  then  moved 
forward  again  in  advance  of  the  star,  and  clamped.*  The  ob- 
server B  now  notes  the  transit  over  the  first  thread,  and  A  the 
transit  over  the  second  thread.  This  gives  one  determination 
of  their  personal  equation;  for,  putting  JE=the  reduction  of 
B'g  observation  to  A's,  and  J=  the  interval  of  the  threads  for 
the  observed  star,  M  and  M^  the  observed  intervals,  we  have 

M=I  +  E  M'=I^E 

whence 

2 

This  process  being  repeated  a  number  of  times,  J!f  will  be  the 
mean  of  all  the  intervals  when  A  begins,  and  M'  the  mean  of 
those  when  B  begins. 

This  method  is  also  open  to  the  objection  that  the  observers 
succeed  each  other  so  rapidly  that  their  usual  habit  of  deliberate 
observation  is  likely  to  be  disturbed.     Moreover,  if  their  per- 
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sonal  equation  is  required  to  reduce  their  observations  made 
with  a  transit  instrument,  it  should  be  determined  with  this  in- 
strument ;  for  it  is  possible  that  the  equation  may  not  be  tiae 
same  with  instruments  of  different  powers. 

The  same  clock,  also,  should  be  used  in  determining  the  per- 
sonal equation  that  is  used  in  the  observations,  for  it  is  very 
probable  that  the  peculiarity  of  the  clock-beat  affects  the  equa- 
tion.* 

It  is  one  of  the  advantages  of  the  American  (the  electro-chro- 
nographic)  method  of  recording  transits  that  the  personal  equa- 
tion is  very  much  reduced :  still  it  is  not  wholly  destroyed.  The 
same  methods  may  be  employed  to  determine  its  amount  as 
when  the  observations  are  made  by  eye  and  ear. 

It  may  also  be  remarked  that  not  only  should  the  same  tele- 
scope and  the  same  clock  be  employed  in  determining  the  per- 
sonal equation,  as  in  the  observations  to  which  it  is  to  be 
applied,  but  also  the  observer's  general  physical  condition  should 
be  as  nearly  as  possible  the  same.  Even  the  posture  of  the  body 
has  been  found  to  have  some  effect  upon  the  observer's  estimate 
of  the  time  of  transit ;  and  it  can  hardly  be  doubted  that  the 
personal  equation  will  fluctuate  more  or  less  with  the  observer's 
health,  or  the  condition  of  his  nervous  system. 

That  the  personal  equation  depends  upon  no  organic  defect 
of  either  the  eye  or  the  ear,  but  upon  an  acquired  habit  of  ob- 
servation, seems  to  follow  from  the  fact  that  it  is  usually  greatest 
in  the  case  of  the  most  practised  observers.  In  1814  there  was 
no  personal  equation  between  those  eminently  skilful  astrono- 
mers Bessel  and  Struvb;  but  in  1821  they  differed  by  0'.8, 
and  in  1823  by  a  whole  second ;  a  progressive  increase  indicate 
ing  the  gradual  formation  of  certain  fixed  habits  of  observation. 
So  far  from  invalidating  the  results  of  either  observer,  tlas  fact 
would  indicate  that  their  absolute  personal  equations  were  in  all 
probability  very  constant  for  moderate  intervals  of  time,  and 
therefore  had  no  appreciable  effect  upon  their  results  so  long  as 
these  results  did  not  depend  upon  a  combination  of  their  obser- 
vations with  those  of  other  observers. 

*  Bb88kl  found  that  with  a  chronometer  beating  half  seoonda  he  obserTed  transits 
0'.49  later  than  with  a  clock  beating  whole  seconds. 
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161.  Prof.  Pbirce  has  called  attention  to  the  fact  that  expe- 
rienced observers  often  acquire  a  fixed  erroneous  habit  of  esti- 
mating particular  fractions  of  the  second.  Thus,  when  a  star  is 
really  at  0*.3  from  a  thread,  one  observer  may  have  a  habit  of 
calling  it  0*.4,  while  another  may  incline  rather  to  0*.2 ;  or,  again, 
when  the  fraction  is  less  than  0.1,  one  invariably  takes  0.1,  while  the 
other  as  invariably  neglects  it  and  puts  0.0.  Thus  each  observer 
is  conceived  to  have  his  own  personal  scale  for  the  division  of  the 
second. 

In  a  very  large  number  of  individual  transits  over  threads  by 
the  same  observer,  there  is,  according  to  the  doctrine  of  proba- 
bilities, the  same  chance  for  the  occurrence  of  each  of  the  deci- 
mals .0,  .1,  .2,  &c.,  if  the  observations  are  perfectly  made^  or  if  the 
errors  of  the  observers  are  purely  accidental;  otherwise,  one  or  more 
of  these  decimals  will  occur  more  frequently  than  the  rest. 
Hence,  by  simply  counting  the  number  of  times  each  decimal 
occurs  in  a  very  large  number  of  observations  by  the  same 
observer,  the  personal  scale  of  this  observer  may  be  determined. 

It  is  easily  shown  that  the  effect  of  an  erroneous  personal 
scale  is  to  increase  or  diminish  the  mean  result  of  a  large 
number  of  observations  by  a  constant  quantity.  For  example, 
suppose  that  in  1000  observations  of  a  certain  observer  the  frac- 
tion 0.8  appears  but  20  times,  while  0.4  appears  180  times,  and 
that  each  of  the  other  fractions  appears  100  times.  Then,  since  ' 
each  fraction  should  appear  100  times,  the  mean  of  any  large 
number  of  observations  by  this  observer  will  probably  be  too 
great  by  the  quantity 

(0.4  X  180  +  0.8  X  20)  ~  (0.4  X  100  +  08  X  100)'^  ^ QQg 

1000 

The  effect,  therefore,  being  constant,  will  be  combined  with 
the  personal  equation  determined  from  a  large  number  of  obser- 
vations, and  may  be  regarded  as  always  forming  a  part  of  it. 
Hence  it  follows  that  the  application  of  the  personal  equation, 
which  involves  the  errors  of  the  personal  scale,  does  not  neces- 
sarily eliminate  the  observer's  constant  error  from  ea/ih  observa- 
tion, but  that  it  probably  does  eliminate  it  from  the  mean  of  a 
large  number  of  observations. 

Vol.  n.— i« 
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PROBABLE  ERRM  OF  A  TRAKSIT  OBSERVATION. 

162.  That  part  of  the  error  in  the  observed  time  of  transit  of 
a  star  which  is  independent  of  the  personal  equation  and  other 
constant  errors,  and  is  irregnlar  or  accidental,  may  be  distin- 
guished as  the  probabk  error;  and  it  will  be  the  only  error  of 
observation  which  will  affect  the  final  result,  if  the  observations 
of  two  observers  are  not  combined.  It  may  be  determined  for 
each  observer  by  comparing  the  several  values  of  the  thread 
intervals  given  by  his  observations.    Let 

I  =  the  observed  interval  of  two  threads  whose  eqimtorial 
interval  is  i; 

then,  since  we  should  have  i  =  I  cos  d,  each  observation  famishes 
a  value  of  i;  and  from  a  great  number  of  values  the  probable 
error  r  of  each  single  determination  is  deduced  by  the  formula* 


r  =  0.6745 


VIS 


in  which  the  values  of  v  are  the  residuals  found  by  subtracting 
the  known  value  of  i  from  each  value  found  from  observation, 
and  m  is  the  number  of  observations. 
Now  put 

c  =  the  probable  error  of  the  observed  time  of  transit  of  an 
equatorial  star  over  a  thread; 

then,  since  the  time  of  transit  over  each  thread  is  affected  by 
this  error,  we  have 

2««=*r" 

whence 


.  ^  0.6745  J    ^<^) 

>'2(m  — 1) 

Example. — From  the  transit  observations  made  by  Mr.  Ellis 
at  the  Greenwich  Observatory  in  1848,  the  observed  intervals 
between  the  successive  threads  {ie.  from  1st  to  2d,  from  2d  to  3d, 
&c.)  were  found  as  in  the  following  table :  the  true  equatorial 
intervals  being  those  given  in  the  fourth  column.   The  difference 

*  Appendix,  Art.  17 
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between  the  cotnpnted  and  the  true  equatorial  interval  (r)  is 
^ven  in  the  fifth  column,  and  the  last  column  gives  tf. 


1848. 

Obserred 
/ 

Computed 
«■ — /tec  S 

True 
i 

• 

»• 

March  8. 

13'.8 

12'.79 

12'.89 

—  CIO 

0.0100 

i/  Tauri 

13.8 

.79 

.76 

+     .03 

9 

^  —  +  22*  27' 

14.0 

.93 

.87 

+    ,06 

86 

14.0 

.93 

.91 

+     .02 

4 

IS  .7 

.66 

.88 

—    .22 

484 

18.6 

.67 

.86 

—    .29 

841 

• 

18.8 

.85 

.89 

—    .04 

16 

I  Tauri 

13.8 

.85 

.76 

+    .09 

81 

*  —  +  21"  21' 

13.9 

.94 

.87 

+    .07 

49 

13.9 

.94 

.91 

+    .03 

9 

13:8 

.85 

.88 

—    .03 

9 

13.7 

.76 

.86 

—    .10 

100 

18.7 

.65 

.89 

—    .24 

676 

p.  Geminor. 

14.0 

.93 

.78 

+    •" 

289 

«  =  +  22"»  85' 

14.0 

.93 

.^7 

+    .06 

36 

14.0 

.93 

.91 

+     .02 

4 

13.9 

.84 

.88 

.04 

16 

18.8 

.74 

,       .86 

—    .12 

144 

m  =  \ 

8, 

r(«')= 

-  0.2803 

Hence  we  find,  by  the  above  formula, 

€  =  0*.06 

Taking  a  much  greater  number  of  the  observations  made  by 
Mr.  Ellis  of  stars  from  the  8d  to  the  5th  magnitude,  I  found 
e  =  0',056,  which  is  probably  smaller  than  will  be  found  for 
most  observers.  In  the  case  of  anbther  well  trained  observer,  I 
found  e  =  0*.08. 

In  th%  same  manner,  fVom  a  large  number  of  Mr.  Ellis's  ob- 
servations of  the  moon  I  found  his  probable  error  in  observing 
the  transit  of  the  first  limb  over  a  single  thread  to  be  0'.074,  and 
for  the  second  limb  0*.071.  Iji  the  case  of  another  observer,  I 
found  for  the  first  limb  O'.OTS,  and  for  the  second  limb  0'.094. 
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If  we  assume,  then,  that  for  moderately  skilfal  obsenrers 
e  ==  0».08  for  a  star,  the  probable  error  of  the  mean  of  the  ob- 
servations over  seven  threads  will  be  O'.OS  -i-  |/7,  or  only  0*.030, 
the  star  being  in  the  equator.  For  the  declination  3  the  pro- 
bable error  will  be  O'.OS  sec  8. 

The  probable  error  thus  found  is  the  accidental  error,  com- 
posed  of  the  error  of  the  observer  in  estimating  the  fractions  of 
a  second  (including  the  errors  of  his  personal  scale),  and  of  the 
error  arising  from  unsteadiness  of  the  star ;  but  it  must  not  be 
taken  as  the  measure  of  the  degree  of  precision  in  the  deduced 
right  ascension  or  time.* 

163.  The  error  of  the  right  ascension  derived  from  a  single 
complete  transit  is  composed  of  the  following  ferrors : 

Ist.  The  undetermined  instrumental  errors,  depending  upon  the 
errors  in  the  determination  of  the  constants  a,  b,  and  c; 

2d.   The  errors  of  the  assumed  clock  correction  and  rate; 

3d.   The  error  arising  from  irregularity  of  the  clock; 

4th.  The  error  in  the  observer's  personal  equation,  arising  from 
an  imperfect  determination  of  the  equation,  or  from  fluctua- 
tions in  its  value,  depending  on  the  observer's  physical  and 
mental  condition : 

5th.  The  accidental  error  of  observation,  composed  of  the  ob- 
server's error  in  estimating  the  fractions  of  a  second,  and  of 
errors  arising  from  unsteadiness  of  the  star; 

6th.  The  error  arising  from  an  atmospheric  displacement  of  the 
star,  which  may  possibly  be  constant  during  the  transit  over 
the  field  of  the  telescope,  and  may  be  called  the  culmination 
error. 

We  may  form  an  estimate  of  the  total  effect  of  all  these 
sources  of  error  by  examining  the  several  values  of  the  right 
ascension  of  a  fundamental  star  deduced  from  different  culmi- 
nations, and  reduced  for  precession  and  nutation  to  a  common 
epoch.  Thus,  there  were  found  from  the  different  observations 
of  the  transit  of  a  Arietis,  in  the  year  1852  at  the  Greenwich  Ob- 
servatory; the  following  values  of  its  mean  right  ascension  on 
Jan.  1, 1852.  Putting  a  =  1*  58*"  50*  +  a:,  the  values  of  x  were — 

*  In  thig  eonneotion  see  the  remarks  of  Bbsbbl  in  Uie  BerUn  Jahrbach  for  1823, 
p.  166. 
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X 

X 

X 

X 

0-.40 

0'.84 

(C.59 

C.ST 

.44 

.81 

.42 

.84 

.89 

.42 

.42 

.84 

.39 

.45 

.46 

.59 

.42 

.53 

.88 

24 

.40 

.85 

.82 

81 

The  mean  is  x  =  0'.40 ;  and  from  the  differences  between  this 
mean  and  the  several  values  of  x  we  deduce  r  =  0'.057  as  the 
probable  error  of  a  single  determination  of  the  right  ascension 
of  this  star.  In  the  same  manner,  I  find  from  the  observations 
of ;-  Ceti  during  the  same  year  r  =  0*.063,  and  for  a  Ursce  Majoris 
r  =  ©".ISl.  K  these  be  multiplied  by  the  respective  values  of 
cos  5,  we  have  O-iOSS,  0'.063,  O'.OeS,  the  mean  of  which,  or  0'.06, 
expresses  nearly  the  probable  error  of  a  single  determination  of 
an  equatorial  star  with  the  transit  circle  of  the  Greenwich  Ob- 
servatory in  1852.  A  larger  number  of  stars  should  be,,  ex- 
amined to  determine  this  error  with  certainty ;  but  the  above 
will  suffice  to  illustrate  the  mode  of  proceeding.  It  must  not 
be  forgotten,  however,  that  this  instrument  is  never  reversed, 
and  all  its  results  may  be  affected  by  small  constant  errors 
peculiar  to  the  several  stars. 

If  we  denote  the  probable  error  of  observation,  or  the  5th  of 
the  above  enumerated  errors,  by  e,  and  the  combined  effect  of 
all  the  rest  by  e^,  we  have 

whence,  taking  r  =  0'.06,  and  c  =  O'.OS,  as  above  found,  we 
deduce  ej  =  0'.052 :  so  that  if  €  were  reduced  to  zero— that  is, 
if  the  observations  were  made  perfectly — the  right  ascension 
determined  by  a  single  transit  would  be  improved  by  only  O'.Ol. 
Hence  it  follows  that  an  increase  of  the  number  of  threads  for  the 
purpose  of  redwcmg  the  error  of  observation  would  be  attended  by  no 
important  advantage, 
Bessel  thought  five  threads  sufficient. 

164.  We  see  from  these  principles  that  the  weight  of  an  ob- 
served transit  is  not  to  be  assumed  to  vary  as  the  number  of 
threads,  as  it  would  do  were  there  no  culmination  error  or  un- 
known instrumental  errors.  For  practical  purposes  it  will  be 
sufficient  to  regard  the  probable  error  of  a  transit  as  composed 
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only  of  the  error  of  observation  and  the  culmination  error.  The 
latter  will  then  be  the  quantity  denoted  above  by  s^ ;  and,  if  we 
now  put 

c  =  the  probable  error  of  a  transit  over  a  single  thread, 

n  =  the  number  of  threads  observed, 

r  =::  the  probable  error  of  the  observed  right  ascensioiiy 


we  shall  have 


*       n 


If  then  we  also  put 


E  =  the  probable  error  of  an  observation  whose  weight  fa 

unity, 
p  =  the  weight  of  the  given  observation, 

we  shall  have,  according  to  the  theory  of  least  squares, 

E^ 
1>=-^  (127) 

The  unit  of  weight  is  arbitrary,  and  hence  E  also  is  arbitrary. 
If  iV  is  the  total  number  of  threads  in  the  reticule,  and  a  complete 
observation  on  them  all  is  to  have  the  weight  unity,  we  shall 
have 

and  the  formula  will  become 

P  = 5  C128) 

If  we  substitute  the  values  e^  =  0.052,  «  =  0.09,  which  are  suffi- 
ciently accurate  for  an  approximate  estimation  of  the  weights  of 
observations,  we  shall  find,  very  nearly,* 

•     n 
*  B«e  alto  Vol.  I.  Art.  286,  where  a  slightly  dUFerent  formala  is  obtaioed. 
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TluB  will  be  a  very  convenient  formula  in  practice  in  cases 
where  there  is  no  reason  to  depart  from  the  above  assumed  values 
of  e^  and  e.  The  observer  who  has  determined  these  quantities 
for  himself  will,  of  course,  employ  (128)  directly. 

It  may  be  useful  to  illustrate,  by  the  aid  of  this  formula,  the 
proposition  announced  at  the  end  of  the  preceding  article.  If 
iV=  7  and  -E=  0'.062,  the  weights  and  probable  errors  of  obser* 
vations  on  one  or  more  threads  will  be  as  below : 


« 

r 

1 

0.86 

0'.104 

2 

0.57 

0.082 

8 

0.71 

0.078 

4 

0.82 

0j069 

5 

0.90 

0.065 

6    . 

0.05 

0.068 

7 

1.00 

0.062 

25 

1.25 

0.056 

ao 

1.43 

0.052 

We  see  that  the  advantage  of  seven  threads  over  five  is  almost 
insignificant,  and  Bbssbl's  opinion  is  confirmed. 

165.  The  probable  error  of  a  single  transit  of  a  star  recorded 
by  the  electro-chronograph  does  not  appear  to  be  much  less 
than  that  of  one  observed  by  eye  and  ear  by  experienced  ob- 
servers;* but  it  must  be  remembered  that  it  takes  but  a  short 
time  to  acquire  the  requisite  skill  in  the  use  of  the  chronograph, 
while  the  small  probable  errors  by  eye  and  ear  above  adduced 
are  evidences  of  long  tmning.  The  personal  equation,  however, 
is  much  less  in  the  use  of  the  chronograph,  and  probably 
more  constant.  It  is  not  unlikely  that  a  considerable  portion  of 
the  total  error  of  a  determination  of  right  ascension,  as  above 
found,  is  the  result  of  variations  in  the  observer's  personal  equa- 
tion ;  and,  if  so,  the  substitution  of  the  chronograpb  for  eye  and 
ear  will  carry  these  determinations  to  a  still  more  remarkable 
degree  of  accuracy. 

*  See  Dr.  B/ A.  Govld's  Repefrt  in  the  17.8.  Gm«I  Bwrrey  Beport  lor  1857,  p.  807. 
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APPLICATION  OF  THK  METHOD  OF  LEAST  SQUARES  TO  THE  DETER- 
MINATION OF  THE  TIME  WITH  A  PORTABLE  TRANSIT  INSTRUMENT 
IN   THE   MERIDIAN.       " 

166.  lu  the  use  of  the  portable  transit  instrument  in  the  field, 
it  is  not  always  possible  to  mount  it  so  firmly  that  its  azimuth 
and  level  can  be  absolutely  relied  upon  as  constant  for  a  whole 
day.  Frequently  it  is  necessary  to  take  all  the  observations  at 
a  given  place  within  a  few  hours.  We  must  then  observe  such 
stars  as  are  available  at  the  time,  and  so  conduct  the  observations 
and  their  reduction  as  to  obtain  the  most  probable  result. 

First,  as  to  the  observations. — The  instrument  having  been 
brought  very  near  to  the  meridian  (see  Art.  125),  a  number  of 
stars  must  be  observed  in  both  positions  of  the  rotation  axis, 
and,  in  general,  about  the  same  number  of  stars  in  each  position. 
Among  these  must  be  included  at  least  one  circumpolar  star, 
and,  if  possible,  two  or  three,  one  or  more  being  below  the  pole. 
The  level  should  be  observed  at  the  beginning  and  end  of  the 
series,  and  before  and  after  each  reversal  of  the  axis. 

Secondly,  as  to  the  computation. — We  assume  that  the  thread 
intervals  have  been  well  determined,  as  also  the  value  of  a 
division  of  the  level.  K  they  have  ^ot  been  found  before  the 
observations,  they  must,  of  course,  be  determined  subsequently, 
only  observing  that  no  change  of  the  instrument  has  occurred 
which  might  change  the  value  of  the  thread  intervals.  The 
^  '  mean  of  all  the  level  determinations  should  be  adopted  as 
the  constant  value  of  b  for  all  the  observations,  unless  the  dif- 
ferences of  the  several  values  are  greater  than  the  probable 
errors  of  observations  made  with  the  particular  spirit-level  used, 
in  which  case  it  will  be  better  to  interpolate  a  value  of  b  for 
each  star  from  the  actually  observed  values.  The  chronometer 
time  T  of  transit  over  the  middle  thread  or  the  mean  thread 
being  found  for  each  star  by  employing  the  thread  intervals  when 
necessary,  we  shall  suppose  that  observation  has  furnished  only 
T'and  b  for  each  star.  The  rate  ^T'of  the  chronometer  is  also 
supposed  to  be  approximately  known.  The  constants  a  and  e, 
and  the  clock  correction  a  T,  are  then  to  be  found  by  a  proper 
combination  of  the  observations.   Let  us  put  in  formula  (87),  for 

each  star, 

A  =:  the  azimuth  factor  =  sin  (jp  —  d)  see  d^ 

B  =  the  level  factor       =  eo8(^  —  S)  sec  J, 

C  3=:  the  collimation  factor  =  see  i\ 
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also,  let  each  observation  be  reduced  to  some  assumed  time  T^^ 
and  put 

aT,=  the  chronometer  correction  at  the  time  T^ 
whence 

aT  =  a7;+  dT(T^  T^ 
Let 

d  =  an  assumed  approximate  value  of  a  T^ 

A*  =  the  required  correction  of  4 
80  that 

*  +  Ai>  =  A!r„ 

then  the  formula  (82)  becomes 

in  which  every  thing  is  known  except  the  small  quantities  a?>,  a, 
and  c.     If  we  now  put* 

then,  since  a  —  i  and  i?  are  each  nearly  equal  to  the  clock  cor- 
rection, z(7  is  a  small  residual,  and  the  equation  is 

J.a  +  Cfc  +  A^  +  u?  =  0  (130) 

Each  star  gives  an  equation  of  condition  of  this  form,  and  from 
all  these  equations  the  most  probable  values  of  a,  c,  and  a??  will 
be  found  by  the  method  of  least  squares.  The  sign  of  the  term 
Cc  will  be  changed  when  the  axis  of  the  instrument  is  reversed. 

If  the  observations  are  extended  over  a  number  of  hours,  it 
wyi  not  always  be  safe  to  assume  that  the  azimuth  a  has  been 
constant  during  the  whole  time.  We  may  then  divide  the  obser- 
vations into  two  groups,  in  one  of  which  the  azimuth  will  be 
denoted  by  a  and  in  the  other  by  a'.  The  normal  equations, 
formed  by  combining  all  the  equations  in  the  usual  manner,  will 
then  involve  the  four  unknown  quantities  a,  a',  c,  and  a«?. 

To  determine  the  mean  error  of  the  resulting  value  of  a<>,  it 
must  be  remembered  that  when  a  and  c  have  been  eliminated  by 

*  For  greater  preciiion  (not  always  required  in  the  use  of  a  portable  instrument], 
▼e  may  allow  for  the  diurnal  aberration.  Since  a  requires  the  correction  -f  0'.021 
eop  ^  seo  Sj  we  have  merely  to  take 

t  =  T+  <5r(r—  T^)  +  ^6  —  0».021 008^  seed 
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saceesftive  BubBtitution,  taking  care  to  introdaoe  no  new  factor 
into  the  equations,  the  coefficient  of  ^&  in  the  resultiag  final 
equation  will  be  the  weight /?  of  the  value  of  aS^  thus  determined.* 
Then,  substituting  the  values  of  a,  c,  and  ^&  in  the  equations  of 
condition,  and  denoting  the  residual  in  each  by  v,  we  have  the 
mean  error  of  a  single  observation  by  the  formula 


in  which  [vv]  =  the  sum  of  the  squares  of  the  residuals,  m  =  the 
number  of   observations,  and  fi  =  the   number  of   unknown 
quantiticB. 
The  mean  error  of  Ad  and  a  T^  will  be 

c 

and  if  we  wish  the  probable  errors,  we  multiply  the  mean  errors 
by  0.6745. 

If  any  residuals  are  Iso  large  as  to  throw  a  doubt  upon  the 
observations,  such  doubtful  observations  may  be  examined  by 
Peirce's  Criterion.t 

If  an  observation  consists  of  transits  over  only  a  portion  of  the 
threads,  it  may  be  well  to  give  it  a  diminished  weight,  multiply- 
ing its  equation  of  condition  by  the  square  root  of  the  weight 
found  by  (129). 

If  the  coUimation  constant  c  has  been  previouflly  determined, 
we  have  only  to  include  the  term  Cb  in  the  quantity  i;  thus, 
putting 

t=  T+dTiT—  T^)+Bb+  Cc 
to=  ^  — (<»— 0 

the  equation  for  each  star  will  be 

Aa  +  A^  +  w^O  (181) 

and  the  determination  of  a  and  Ad^  from  these  equations  is  then 
exceedingly  simple. 

Example.— -The  following  observations  were  taken  on  the 
tJnited  States  North- Western  Boundary  Survey  with  a  portable 

*  See  Appendix.  f  Bee  Appendix,  Arts.  6T-60. 
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transit  inetmrnent  in  the  meridian.  The  etars  were  mostly 
selected  from  the  British  Association  Catalogue,  and  are  con- 
veniently designated  hy  their  nnmhers  in  this  oat^ilogue.  But 
their  apparent  places  have  been  derived  from  the  more  reliable 
authority  the  Greenwich  Twelve  Year  Catalogue*  The  apparent 
place  of  a  UrsiB  Majoris  is  derived  fipom  the  American  Ephemeris. 
Other  stars  from  the  British  Association  Catalogae,  observed 
on  the  same  evening,  have  bew  exchjided  bieeaus^  they  are  noi 
given  in  the  later  cttkalogues. 

• 

Camp  Simi«bm«o.— 1867,  Jalj  27.    Latitude  49<'  0^  N . 


Threada. 

No. 

Bur. 

Mm 

>tfc_ 

LwaL 

1 

L 
W. 

I 

i6».a 

H 

48^.6 

in 

12*.8 

IV 

40^.8 

V 
9».2 

VI 
87».9 

VII 

6».2 

B.  A.  C.  6890 

22*   4"' 

'  40».76 

+  0^.75 

2 

••      6484 

«< 

27.2 

15.2 

88.8 

2.3 

26.8 

50.1 

22  10 

88.68 

it 

3 

"      6441 

«f 

28.8 

47.8 

11.8 

85.8 

58.6 

22.6 

46.8 

22  11 

85.10 

•( 

4 

"      6489 

<i 

21.8 

46.8 

12.5 

87.8 

2.8 

22  18 

87.58 

•« 

6 

"      6886 1 

(( 

30.8 

88.9 

88.2 

42.0 

\ 

28  18 

41.68 

« 

6 

E. 

52.8 

48.2 

48 .» 

23  18 

40.49 

—  0.70 

7 

"      8282  8.  P. 

*.« 

82.1 

86.9 

48.2 

49.4 

54.5 

59.^ 

5.9 

0  46 

48.84 

—  0.51 

8 

««      8846  S.  P. 

(( 

89.7 

22.7 

7.0 

50.1 

88.6 

16.9 

0.8 

1     5 

50.04 

—  0.48 

9 

••      7686 

•c 

58.1 

40.0 

26.7 

18.9 

0.7 

48.6 

85.8 

1  22 

14.04 

—  0.44 

10 

•«      7778 

4< 

48.9 

8.9 

29.2 

19,4 

1#.8 

80  .S 

51.2 

1  84 

49.78 

—  0.42 

11 

"      8647  S.  P. 

tl 

26.8 

20.7 

17.5 

11.8 

7.3 

1.9 

57.0 

1  57 

11.86 

-0.88 

12 

a  Un.  Mig.   8.  P.  ^' 

82.7 

19.8 

7.9 

55.0 

42.6 

80.0 

17.4 

2  19 

55.06 

—  0.88 

The  threads  are  numbered  from  the  end  of  the  axis  at  which  the 
illuminating  lamp  is  placed,  and  the  seconds  of  the  chronometer 
are  recorded,  not  in  the  order  of  observation,  but  in  the  columns 
appropriated  to  the  several  threads.  The  column  "  Mean"  gives 
the  time  of  passage  over  the  mean  of  the  threads,  employing  in 
the  case  of  the  defective  transits  the  following  equatorial  inter- 
vals from  the  mean : 

h  S  H  U  U  U  ^ 

+  66*.82    +44'.05    +2K84    —  O'.OS    —  ?2'.00    —  4aM9    -rfiS-.S^ 

where  the  signs  are  given  for  Lamp  West.  The  column  marked 
L  gives  the  position  of  the  lamp  end  of  the  a^is.  The  value  of 
one  division  of  the  level  was  O'.IOS.  Only  one  observation  of 
the  level  was  made  during  the  observations  "  lamp  west."  Two 
observations  of  the  level  were  made  during  the  observations 
^^  lamp  east,"  one  near  the  beginning,  the  other  near  the  end,  of 
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the  series,  from  which  those  given  in  the  table  are  obtained  by 
interpolation. 

Stars  observed  at  their  lower  culminations  are  marked  S.  P. 
(sub  polo).  ^ 

The  chronometer  was  sidereal,  and  its  rate  was  losing  0'.40 
daily. 

A  first  computation  of  the  observations  having  shown  that  the 
observations  lamp  west  and  lamp  east  give  very  different  resalts, 
the  presumption  is  that  in  reversing  the  axis  the  observer  dis- 
turbed the  instrument,  a  supposition  rendered  still  more  probable 
by  the  change  of  level.  It  will,  therefore,  be  proper  to  compute 
the  observations  upon  the  supposition  of  a  different  azimuth  for 
the  two  positions  of  the  axis. 

The  apparent  places  of  the  stars  on  the  given  date  were  as 
follows : 


Star. 

a 

i 

B.  A.  C.  6390 

18* 

39-  38'.71 

+  89»  81' 

6484 

18 

45  85.70 

—  22  55 

.  "   6441 

18 

46  81.91 

—  22  51 

"   6489 

18 

58  84.86 

—  80  5 

«   6886 

19 

48  41.61 

+  69  53 

«   8232 

9 

21  46.76 

+  70  29 

«   8346 

9 

40  48.22 

+  59  44 

"   7636 

21 

57  14.44 

+  72  28 

«   7778 

22 

9  49.07 

+  56  18 

«   8647 

10 

82  9 .78 

+  66  80 

a  Urs.  Maj. 

10 

54  53.21 

+  62  81 

The  observed  times  of  transit  are  to  be  reduced  for  the  chro- 
nometer's rate  to  some  common  epoch,  which  we  shall  here 
assume  to  be  Tq=  (^  by  the  chronometer.  The  assumed  correc- 
tion of  the  chronometer  at  this  time  will  be 

*  =  —  8*  25"  0*. 


The  formation  of  the  equations  of  condition  for  the  first  and 
last  stars  is  as  follows : 
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L.W. 


B.  A.  C.  6890. 


log  COB  (f 

log  Bin  (f 


f  —  d 
log  Bee  S 

log  COB  {dp  —  9) 

log  Bin  (^  —  S) 
S)  Bee  d  =  log  B 
d)  Bee  9  r=  log  A 

A 

Bee  8  =  C 

b 


Observed  mean 

Bate  to  0* 

Bb 

Diarnal  ab.  =  —  0*.021  cos  f  Bee  S 

t 

a 

ABsnmed  ^ 


+  39^  81' 

+    9    29 

0.1127 

9.9940 

9.2169 

0.1067 

9.3296 

+     0.214 

+     1.296 

+      0*.08 

22»   4"40*.76 

—  0.03 
+    0.10 

—  0.02 


22     4    40.81 
18  39    38.71 


—  3  25 

—  8   26 


2.10 
0.  . 


+  2.10 


L.E. 


a  Urse  M^.  S.  P. 


117°  29' 

—  68    29 

ftO.8358 

9.5644 

n9.9686 

n9.9002 

0.8044 

+  2.016 

—  2.166 

+  0*.03 

2»  19"  55-.06 
+  0.04 
+  0.02 
+  0.03 


2   19    55.15 
22   54    53.21 


—  3   25 

—  3   25 


1.94 
0. 


+  1.94 


Denoting  the  azimuth  of  the  instrument  for  i.  W.  by  a,  and 
that  for  L.  E,  by  a',  and  changing  the  sign  of  c  for  L.  E.y  the 
equatiouB  of  condition  for  these  two  stars  are,  therefore, 

+  0.214  a  +  1.296  c  +  a*  +  2*.10  =  0 
+  2.016  a!  +  2.166  c  +  a»>  +  1  -^4  =  0 

The  equations  for  the  other  stars  being  found  in  the  same 
manner,  we  have  then : 

1.  +  0.214  a  +  1.296  c  +  a.»  +  2*.10  ==  0 

2.  +  1.032  a  +  1.086  c+  a»>  +  2  .96  =  0 

3.  +  1.031  a  +  1.085  c  +  a.>  +  8  -17  =  0 

4.  +  llS5a  +  1.156C+  A* +8.19  =  0 
6.  —  0.732  a  +  2.056  c  +  0.707  a»>  +  ^  15  =  0 
6.  —  0.732  cd  —  2.056  c  +  0.707  A*  —  0 .97  =  0 
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7.  +  2.606a'  +  2.998(?  +  a*  +  2.22  =  0 

8.  +  1.879  a!  +  1.984  c  +  A*  +  1 .91  =  0 

9.  —  1.322  a'  —  3.319  c  +  a*  —  0 .58  =  0 

10.  —  0.229  a!  —  1.802  c  +  a*  +  0 .58  =  0 

11.  +  2.264  a'  +  2.508  c  +  a*  +  2 .18  =  0 

12.  +  2.016  a'  +  2.166  c  +  Ai>  +  1 .94  =  0 

where  the  5th  and  6th  equations  have  been  multiplied  by  >/|, 
thus  giving  each  but  one-half  the  weight  of  an  ordinary  obser- 
vation, because  the  star  was  observed  on  but  half  the  threads."^ 
The  normal  equations  are 

8.998  a  +  0     +    2.325  c  +    2.894  a*#  +  10.283  =  0 

0     -f  21.848  a'  +  27.881  c  +    6.697  a*  +  19.569  =  0 

2.325  a  +  27.881  a'  -f-  51.969  c  +    9.153  a*  -f-  36.352  =  0 

2.894  a  -f    6.697  a'  +    9.153  e  +  11.000  a*  +  19.090  =  0 

from  which  we  find 

a  =  '^  VM\ 
a' =  —  0.083 
c  =  —  0 .423 
A*  =  —  0  .891  with  the  weight  p  =  6.775 

This  example  is  instructive  in  several  respects.  The  instru- 
ment was  reversed  upon  the  star  B.  A.  C.  6836  for  the  purpose 
of  deducing  the  value  of  o.  But^  upon  the  supposition  that  the 
azimuth  remained  unchanged  during  tiie  reversal,  we  find 
c  =  —  0'.267*  The  danger  of  disturbing  the  instrument  in  re- 
versing the  axis  is,  of  course,  greater  with  small  instruments, 
and  always  requires  great  caution.  Again,  the  observer  neglected 
to  observe  the  level  immediately  before  and  after  the  reversal, 
the  values  of  h  given  in  the  table  being  inferred  from  observa- 
tions  taken  at  the  time  of  the  transits  of  lSo%,  1,  7,  and  11.  If 
the  level  had  been  observed  more  frequently,  as  it  should  bo, 
the  disturbance  of  the  azimuth  might  have  been  suggested  to  the 
observer  himself,  who,  however,  appears  nbt  to  have  suspected  iL 

But  we  shall  obtain  still  further  instruction  from  this  example 
by  substituting  the  values  of  a,  a',  c,  a<>  in  the  original  equa- 
tions of  condition.  The  residuals  v  will  exhibit  to  us  the  ano- 
malous observations.     We  find : 

proceed  more  aeeuratelj,  we  should  have  oompuied,  bj  (120),  (he  weights  of 
ik^four  defeoiire  obserrationB,  the  2d,  4th,  5th,  mnd  0th.    We  should  hare  found 
weights  0:95»  OM^  0.S2,  0.71  respecUycilj. 
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Ko. 

« 

1. 

+  0'.802 

2. 

—  0 .125 

8. 

+  0.086 

4. 

—  0.098 

6. 

—  0 .120 

6. 

—  0 .669 

7. 

—  0 .168 

8. 

+  0 .024 

9. 

+  0.048 

10. 

+  0 .470 

11. 

+  0.040 

12. 

—  0.884 

Library. 


[t?t?]  =  0.8362 

Hence,  the  number  of  observations  being  denoted  by  m  ==  12, 
and  the  number  of  unknown  quantities  in  our  equations  by 
/«  =  4,  we  have  the  mean  error  of  an  observation  of  the  weight 
unity, 


=  J  J?!!!L  ^  0..S28 


The  large  residuals  of  Nos.  6  and  10  point  them  out  as  probably 
anomalous ;  but,  before  rejecting  them,  we  will  apply  Peirce's 
Criterion.  Since  Table  X.  is  adapted  only  to  the  cases  of  one 
and  two  unknown  quantities,  we  shall  have  to  employ  Table  X.A. 
Commeiicing  with  the  hypothesis  of  but  one  doubtful  observa- 
tion, we  assume  for  &  first  trial  x  =  1.5» 


i8t  Appi^cnt. 
m  =  12,  pi  =  4,  n  3=:  1  k    1.6 

Table  X.A.  log  T    8.6061 
log-B    9.3978 

log-    9.1078 


<( 


« 


2n 


m  —  n 


2  / 

=  Yj         logA«=log^ 


R 
1  — A» 


m  — PL  —  n 


=  7,  j<»— 1  =  7(1— ;iO 

X 


9.8878 
0.3117 

2.1819 
3.1819 
1.78 


2d  Approx. 
1.78 
8.6061 
9.84^ 

9.1687 

9.84I70 

0.2970 

2.0790 
8.0790 
1.76 
itr  =te  0'.668 
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The  residual  0.669  surpasses  the  limit  0'.568^  and  hence  the 
6th  observation  is  to  be  rejected.  We  must  then  pass  to  the 
hypothesis  of  two  doubtful  observations,  for  which  we  com- 
mence by  assuming  x  =  1.5,  and  then  with  n  =  2  we  find 
X  =  1.49,  xs  =  0*.481.  Hence  the  10th  observation  is  not  to  be 
rejected.  Thus  the  only  observation  to  be  rejected  as  anomalous 
is  the  6th ;  and  our  hypothesis  of  a  disturbed  state  of  the  instru- 
ment produced  by  reversal  is  confirmed. 

If  we  now  form  normal  equations  from  the  remaining  eleven 
equations  of  condition,  we  shall  find  the  values  of  the  unknown 
quantities  to  be 

tf  =  —  1-.686 
a'=  — 0.092 
c  =  —  0 .367 
Ad  =  —  0 .999  with  weight  p  =  5.963 

and  these  values  substituted  in  the  equations  of  condition  give 
the  residuals  and  mean  errors  as  follows : 


No. 

« 

M 

1. 

+  0'.276 

0.0762 

2.. 

—  0 .126 

.0159 

8. 

+  0 .086 

.0074 

4. 

—  0 .089 

.0079 

6. 

—  0.114 

.0130 

7. 

—  0 .120 

.0144 

8. 

+  0 .010 

.0001 

9. 

—  0 .289 

.0571 

10. 

+  0.264 

.0697 

11. 

+  0 .061 

.0026 

12. 

—  0.040 

.0016 

m  - 

-|.  =  7 

[o»]  =  0.2659 

The  10th  observation  is  now  well  representeil,  and  the  Crite- 
rion does  not  reject  any  of  them. 
The  mean  error  of  ^  is 


fo=4-  =  0'.08 


and  the  probable  error  0*.05. 
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Hence  we  have,  finally,  the  chronometer  correction  at  0*, 
Ar,=  *  +  A*  =  —  3»  26"  I'.OO  ±  o-.os 

THB  TRANSIT   INSTRUMENT   IN  ANY  VERTICAL   PLANE. 

167.  The  formulse  (78)  and  (79)  apply  to  any  position  of  the 
instrument.  When  the  instrumental  constants  m  and  n  are  known, 
or  when  a  and  b  are  given,  from  which  m  and  n  can  be  found  by 
(78),  the  formula  (79)  determines  the  apparent  east  hour  angle 
r  of  the  observed  object  at  the  time  of  its  transit  over  any 
given  thread  whose  distance  from  the  collimation  axis  is  c.  The 
constants  are  found  by  combining  observations  of  stars  near  to 
and  remote  from  the  pole,  as  will  be  illustrated  hereafter. 
When  the  transits  over  several  threads  have  been  observed, 
each  may  be  separately  reduced  by  the  general  formulae ;  but  it 
is  necessary  also  to  have  the  means  of  reducin'g  them  all  to  a 
common  instant.  I  shall,,  therefore,  here  consider  the  most 
general  case  of  an  observation  of  the  moon's  limb  on  any  given 
thread,  and  investigate  the  formula  for  reducing  it  to  the  middle 
thread,  or  to  the  collimation  axis  of  the  instrument.  This 
general  formula  will  be  applicable  to  any  other  object  which 
has  a  proper  motion  and  a  sensible  diameter.    Let 

8  =  the  sidereal  time   of  the  observed  transit  of  the 

moon's  limb  over  the  given  thread, 
i  =  the  equatorial  interval  of  the  thread  from  the  middle 
thread, 
a,  ^  =  the  true  B.A.  and  decl.  of  the  moon's  centre  at  the 

time  8, 
a',i'  =  the  apparent  B.A.  and  declination, 
8  =r  the  moon's  geocentric  semidiameter, 
y  =  the  moon's  apparent  semidiameter. 

At  the  instant  the  moon's  limb  touches  the  thread  whose  dis- 
tance from  the  middle  thread  is  i,  the  centre  of  the  moon  is  at 
the  distance  i  ±  s'  from  the  middle  thread,  and,  consequently,  at 
the  distance  c  +  f  ±  5'  from  the  collimation  axis  of  the  telescope. 
The  apparent  east  hour  angle  of  the  moon's  centre  at  this 
instant  is 

r  =  a'  — 8 

Putting  then  c  +  i  ±^  s'  for  c  and  a'  —  ©  for  r  in  (79),  we  have 

Vol.  n.— 14 
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Bin(c  +  t  ±  0=  —  ^^^  nsind' —  cos  n  oos4'8in(d  —  a  +  ni) 

=  —  Bin  n  sin  d'  —  cos  n  cos  m  cos  d'  sin  (8  —  a') 

—  cos  n  sin  m  cos  S'  cos(6  —  •') 

where  the  apparent  declination  and  right  ascension  are  employed, 
since  it  is  the  moon's  apparent  place  which  is  observed.  To  in- 
troduce the  geocentric  quantities,  let 

n  =  the  moon's  eqaatorial  horizontal  parallax, 
Pf  ^=^  the  earth's  radias  and  reduced  latitude  of  the  place 

of  observation, 
J,  A'  =  the  moon's  distance  from  the  centre  of  the  earth 

and  the  observer  respectively ; 

-^ 

we  find  from  Vol.  I.,  equations  (1S2), 

/ cos  d' sin  (8  —  a)  =  cos  d sin  (8  —  •) 

/ cos  d^ cos (8  —  tt')  =  cos  d cos(8  —  a)  —  ^ Sin  w cos  f' 

fsind'  =  sin  ^  — psimcBin^ 

Substituting  these  values,  we  obtain 

f  (c  -{'  i  d^  ^sinV  =z  —  sin  n  sin  ^  —  cos  n  cos  ^  sin  (Q  —  e  +  m) 

4-  /c  sin  ff  sin  f/  sin  n  -f  /"  sin  n  cos  ^'  cos  n  sin  m 

(132) 

The  right  ascension  and  declination  are,  however,  variable,  and 
we  should  introduce  into  the  formula  their  values  for  some 
assumed  epoch.  Let  this  epoch  be  the  sidereal  time,  9^,  which 
is  the  common  instant  to  which  the  observations  on  the  several 
threads  are  to  be  reduced.    Let 

a^  i^=.  the  true  right  ascension  and  declination  at  the  time 

^a  =  the  increase  of  the  right  ascension  in  one  minute 

of  mean  time, 
^d  =  the  increase  of  the  declination  (towards  the  north) 

in  one  minute  of  mean  timCi 

and  put 
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J=  6^  —  6  ^  the  required  redaction, 

^  =  ^^    ^,  =  the  increase  of  a  in  1*  of  sidereal  time 
60.164 

r=     ^^    =  «  6  «  « 

60.164 

then,  if  J  is  expressed  in  seconds  of  arc,  we  have 

e  ~  a  =  e,  -  a,-(e,  -  e)  +  (a.  -  a)  =  e,  ^  a^  -(l  ^X)I 

sin  (0  —  a  -f  m)  =  sin  (0^  —  a^  +  m) 

-.  (1  —  i)  cos[e^  _  ao  +  m  —  Kl  —'I)  rj  2  sin  J  7 

[in  which  (1  —  X)  sin  J  J  is  put  for  sin  J  (1  —  X)  i] 

sin  ^  =  sin  ^a cos  ^. .  2  sin  }  J 

15 

cos  d  =  cos  ^j  H sin  d^ .  2  sin  }  7 

15 

Substituting  these  values,  our  formula  becomes  (omitting  a  term 
multiplied  by  the  exceedingly  small  quantity  ^  A'  sin'  ^  7) 

/(c^idz  ^)  8inl"=  —  sin  n  sin  d^  —  cos  n  cos  S^  sin  (8^ — »©  +  wi) 

-|-  /9  sin  TT  sin  ^'  sin  n-{-p  sin  tt  cos  ^'cos  n  sin  m 
+(1— A)co8  n  cos  ^;oo8  [6o— ao+w*— Kl— ^)^  2  sin  J7 

+  tV  C^^*^  ^  ®^^  ^0 — ^^*  '^  ^^'^  ^o®Jn(^o — *o+^)3  2  8in}7 

(183) 

In  this  formula,  we  may  consider  7  as  the  only  quantity  which 
varies  with  the  time ;  forj  although/,  y,  and  re  vary  slightly,  their 
variations  will  not  usually  be  sensible,  or,  if  sensible  for  a  single 
thread,  their  effect  will  disappear  when  the  epoch  is  nearly  the 
mean  of  all  the  observed  times. 

If  now  ©p  is  the  time  of  transit  of  the  moon's  centre  over  the 
great  circle  of  the  instrument,  this  formula  gives 

0  =  —  sin  n  sin  d^  —  cos  h  cos  J,  sin  (S^  —  a^  -f  m) 
-f~  P ^^^ ^^^^  f' Binn-^p^JkTc cos f ' cos n sin m 

Subtracting  this  from  (138),  and,  for  brevity,  putting 

f  =  e.  -  «„  +  «i 

JZ  =  sin  n  cos  S^  —  cos  n  sin  d^  sin  t 


}  (iw) 


212  TRAKSIT  INSTRUMBNT 

we  find 

2  sin  i  1= : ^-^ — ■ — -- 

(1  —  X)  cos  n  cos  ^^  cos  p  —  J  (1  —  >l) /]  +  ^^^X'B 

This  is  equivalent  to  the  formula  given  by  Sawitsch  (PracL 
Astron.,  Vol.  1.  p.  803);  but  he  has  not  observed  that  the  expres- 
sion for  jB  may  be  put  under  a  much  more  simple  form.  In  so 
small  a  term  as  A^'jR,  we  need  not  consider  the  effect  of  the 
parallax  upon  the  factor  R;  but  when  we  neglect  the  parallax 
we  have,  by  (134), 

0  =  —  sin  It  sin  9^ —  cos  n  cos  ^^sin  t 

Multiplying  this  by  sin^,^,  and  subtracting  the  product  from 
22  cos  3^,  we  find 

B  cos  d^  =  sin  n,  or  ^  =  sin  n  sec  9^ 

It  is  also  to  be  observed  that  by  the  formula  (246)  of  Vol.  I. 

we  have 

/^  =  8  =  the  true  semidiameter. 

Hence  our  formula  becomes 

2  sin  i  J  = £A_I_i n (185\ 

(1  —  X)  cos  n  cos  8^  cos  p—  J  (1  —  ^)I']  +  -f^  X'%m  n  sec  d^ 

or,  when  I  is  small,  as  it  usually  is, 

J= fic-\-t)±» 

(1 — A)  cos  n  cos  ^0  cos  p—  J  (1  —  >l)  J]  +  y'y  A'sin  n  sec  d^ 

This  formula,  then,  gives  the  reduction  of  the  observed  time 
of  transit  of  the  moon's  limb  over  any  given  thread  to  the  time 
of  transit  of  the  moon's  centre  over  the  great  circle  of  the  instru- 
ment. 

If  we  omit  s  in  the  numerator  of  the  second  member,  1 
becomes  the  reduction  to  the  time  of  transit  of  the  limb  over  the 
great  circle  of  the  instrument. 

If  we  omit  fe  ±  «,  /becomes  the  reduction  to  the  time  of 
transit  of  the  limb  over  the  middle  thread. 

The  factor/ is  determined  rigorously  by  (137),  Vol.  L  ;  but  it 
generally  suffices  to  take 

« n  C 


sin  C' 
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which  is  very  nearly  exact,  according  to  (101)  of  Vol.  I.  The 
finder  of  the  instrument  will  give  the  apparent  zenith  distance 
Q'j  and  the  difference  between  this  and  the  true  zenith  distance 
f  will  be  found  with  suflSlcient  accuracy  by  the  formula 

sin  (C'  —  C)  =  /»  sin  IT  sin  (C'  —  r) 

in  whichy  a  being  the  azimuth  constant  of  the  instrument, 

/*  =  (f  —  /)  cos  a 

OTy  very  nearly, 

^  ={^  —  f ')  cos  n  cos  m 

For  the  sun  or  a  planet  we  can  always  put  ^'  =  0  and  ^  =  C'> 
and  the  formula  becomes 

J  = c+j[±s 

(1  —  X)  cos  n  cos  9^  cos  (t  —  J  Z) 

For  a  fixed  star,  we  further  put  X  =  Oy  s  =  Oy  t  =  Q^—  a  +  nij 
and  the  formula  becomes  for  stars  near  the  pole, 

2  8inJJ= (.<:  +  i)^^^" (187) 

cos  n  cos  d  cos  (t  —  }  J) 

and  for  other  stars, 

I  = ^^ti (187*) 

cos  n  cos  ^  cos  (t  —  J  7) 

In  all  cases,  we  must  carefully  observe  the  sign  of  /  in  the 
denominator  of  the  second  member,  /will  be  negative  when 
the  observed,  time  is  later  than  the  time  to  which  the  reduction 
is  made,  and  then  —  J  JwiH  be  essentially  positive.  An  approxi- 
mate value  of  /must  first  be  found  by  neglecting  Jin  the  second 
member,  and  then  a  more  precise  value  by  the  complete  formula. 
If  the  azimuth  a  and  the  level  b  are  given,  m  and  n  must  first 
be  found  by  (78),  in  which,  however,  we  may  usually  neglect  b 
when  our  object  is  merely  to  reduce  the  several  threads  to  a 
common  instant. 

168.  For  a  fixed  star,  another  formula  has  been  given  by 
Hansbn.    We  have 

sin(c  4"  0  =  —  sinnsin^  —  cosncosdsin  (t — 7) 

=  —  sin  n  sin  d  —  cos  n  cos  9 sin  ^cos  Z-f-  cos  n  cos  d cos  t  sin  I 
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If  the  reduction  is  made  to  the  coUimation  axis,  we  have 

0  =  —  sin  n  sin  ^  —  cos  n  cos  ^  sin  t 
which,  subtracted  from  the  above,  gives 

sin  {c  + 1)  =*2cos  ncos^sin  f  sin'  i  J-f-  cos  n  cos  ^ cos  f  sin  / 

whence 

sin  J=  — ^'"  ^^  +  ^^ 2tan  t  8in»  H  (138) 

cos  n  cos  ^  cos  t 

which  is  a  rigorous  formula.    We  see  also  that  t  may  be  found 

by  the  formula 

Bin  f  r=  —  tan  n  tan  d  (189) 

169.  To  dediice  the  moon's  right  ascension  from  an  observed  transit 
in  any  given  position  of  the  instrument. — We  first  find  the  clock  time 
of  transit  of  the  moon's  centre  over  the  great  circle  of  the 
instrument,  from  each  thread,  by  applying  to  the  obser\'ed  time 
the  reduction  given  by  the  formula  (185).  Let  7^  be  the  mean 
of  the  resulting  times,  and  aTJ^  the  corresponding  correction  of 
the  clock ;  then  we  have  Q^=  T^+  ^ T^,  and  from  (134)  we  deduce 

•    /i2k  IN         *        i.      •   .      •       /sin/tann+co8/sinm\  ,- .^. 

sin  (0j —  tto+  ^)=  — tan n tan d^-{-p &}nn[  — ' J  (140) 

\  cos  d^  I 

in  which  a^  and  8^  are  the  trae  right  ascension  and  declination 
at  the  sidereal  time  0^. 

If  it  is  preferred,  we  may  first  find  the  apparent  right  ascen- 
sion by  the  formula 

sin  (S^  —  a/  -}-  m)  =  —  tan  n  tan  dj    • 

and  deduce  tiie  true  right  ascension  by  applying  the  parallax 
computed  by  Art.  102,  Vol.  I ;  but  it  will  then  be  necessary  to 
compute  the  apparent  declination  d^\ 

It  will  be  easy  to  deduce  from  (140)  the  formula  for  the  case 
where  the  instrument  is  in  the  meridian,  which  has  already  been 
given  in  Art.  164. 

The  constants  m  and  n,  above  supposed  to  be  known,  may  be 
found  from  the  transits  of  two  stars  as  in  the  next  article. 
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FINDING  THE  TIMB  WITH  A   PORTABLE   TRANSIT   INSTRUMENT  OUT 

OF  THB  MERIDIAN. 

170.  The  number  of  Nautical  Almanac  stars  near  the  pole  is 
80  small,  that  the  observer  in  the  field,  when  pressed  for  time, 
cannot  always  wait  for  their  transits  over  the  meridian,  and 
must  then  either  employ  catalogue  stars  whose  places  are  not  so 
well  determined,  or  have  recourse  to  extra-meridian  observations. 
K  the  transit  instrument  is  mounted  so  as  to  be  readily  revolved 
in  azimuth  and  clamped  in  any  assumed  position  (as  is  the  case 
with  the  ^'  universal  instruments"),  it  may  be  directed  at  once  to 
a  fundamental  star  near  the  pole,  and  then,  its  rotation  axis  bemg 
levelled,  its  collimation  axis  will  describe  a  vertical  circle  not  far 
firom  the  meridian.  The  transit  of  any  star  over  this  circle  being 
observed,  the  general  equations  of  Art  123  will  enable  us  to  find 
the  hour  angle  of  this  star,  and  hence  the  time,  when  we  have 
determined  the  constants  m  and  n  for  the  assumed  position  of 
the  instrument. 

The  stars  best  adapted  for  the  purpose  in  the  northern  hemi- 
sphere are  Polaris  (a  UrscB  Minoris)  and  d  Ursce  Minoris^  one  of  these 
being  always  near  the  meridian  when  the  other  is  most  remote 
from  it ;  and  it  will  be  advisable  always  to  employ  that  which  is 
nearest  to  the  meridian.  In  the  southern  hemisphere,  the  best 
star  is  a  OdantiSy  which  is  less  than  1°  from  the  pole ;  but,  as  it 
is  of  the  6th  magnitude,  it  may  be  necessary,  with  small  instru- 
ments, to  use  either  ^  Hydri  or  ^  ChamcelearUis. 

To  take  the  observation,  make  the  axis  approximately  level, 
and  turn  the  telescope  upon  the  circum-polar  star.  The  star 
moving  very  slowly,  set  the  instrument,  so  that  a  few  minutes 
must  elapse  before  the  star  will  cross  the  middle  thread.  During 
this  interval,  apply  the  spirit  level  and  determine  the  constant  b. 
Observe  the  transit  of  the  star  over  the  middle  thread  by  the 
chronometer.  The  instrument  now  remaining  clamped  in  azi- 
muth, revolve  the  telescope  upon  its  axis,  and  observe  the  transit 
of  an  equatorial  star  over  all  the  threads.  Then  determine  the 
constant  6  again,  and  employ  the  mean  of  its  two  values. 

In  order  to  eliminate  an  error  of  collimation,  the  rotation  axis 
is  to  be  reversed,  and  another  similar  observation  is  to  be  taken, 
the  instrument  being  set  at  a  new  azimuth  slightly  in  advance 
of  the  polar  star  as  before.  Each  observation  of  a  pair  of  stars 
must,  of  course,  be  separately  reduced.    We  may,  however, 
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combine  each  transit  of  the  polar  star  with  the  transits  of  several 
equatorial  stars. 

The  coUimation  constant  should  have  been  made  as  small 
as  possible  before  the  observations ;  but,  in  any  case,  we  shall 
assume  that  its  value  is  known. 

To  reduce  the  observations,  we  must  first  find  the  constants 
which  determine  the  position  of  the  instrument.  For  this  pur- 
pose, we  use  only  the  observations  on  the  middle  thread.  Let 
then  T'  and  T  be  the  observed  chronometer  times  of  transit  of 
the  polar  and  equatorial  star  respectively  over  the  middle  thread, 
reduced  for  rate  to  an  assumed  time  T^ ;  and  let  ^  T'g  be  the  chro- 
nometer correction  at  this  time ;  a',  a,  the  right  ascensions,  d\  d, 
the  declinations ;  r',  t,  the  east  hour  angles,  or  reductions  to  the 
meridian ;  90^  —  Tn,  and  n,  the  hour  angle  and  declination  of 
the  point  in  which  the  rotation  axis  produced  towards  the  west 
meets  the  celestial  sphere ;  c  the  coUimation  constant :  then  we 
have,  by  (79), 

sin  (r  —  m)  =  tan  n  tan  d  -{-  fAnc  sec  n  sec  d       \ 

sin  (r' —  m)  =  tan  n  tan  d'^-  siu  c  sec  n  sec  d'      }    ^     ^ 

in  which  we  have 

K  we  could  put  c  =  0,  these  equations  would  give  us  m  and  n 
by  a  very  simple  transformation;  but,  retaining  c,  we  can  still 
reduce  them  to  the  form  they  would  have  if  c  were  zero.*  For 
this  purpose,  let  rn'  and  n'  be  approximate  values  of  n%  and  n, 
determined  by  the  conditions 

sin  (t  —  m')  =  tan  n'  tan  S 
sin  (r'  —  m')  =  tan  n'  tan  9' 

from  which  we  shall  find  n'  and  then  the  correction  to  reduce  it 
to  n.    Put 

then  J  is  known  from  the  observation,  since  we  have 

^  =  }  [«'  ~  T'-  (a  -  T)]  (142) 

■■    ■  '  ■ 

*  This  transformation  is  given  by  Hahsbh,  Attr.  Naeh.,  Vol.  XL VIII.  p.  115. 
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We  have  then 

and  hence 

^n(X  —  ;')  =  tan  n'tan  d  iAn(X  +  7^)=  tan  n'tan  9' 

the  sum  and  difference  of  which  give 

2Bin  X  cos  Y  COB  d  cos  d'  =  tan  n!  sin  (d'  -}-  d) 
2cos  X  sin  /^  cos  ^  cos  d'  =  tan  n!  sin (d'  —  d) 

If,  therefore,  we  make 

r    .    ,       sin  C^'  +  d) 
i  sin  A  =  — ^ — i — ^ 

cos  ^ 

(143) 

y         ,       sin  (^'  —  S) 
i  cos  A  =  — 1^ 1 

sm  T' 

these  equations  will  give  i^s  X  and  2/,  and  then  we  shall  have 

^       ^      2cos(Jcos^'  ,^..^ 

tan  n'  = (144) 

It  is  to  be  observed  that  a'  is  always  to  be  regarded  as  greater 
than  T'f  and  in  finding  y  by  (142)  the  difference  a'  —  T'  is  to  be 
found  by  increasing  a'  by  24*  when  necessary,  but  a  —  Twill  be 
positive  or  negative.  This  makes  y  less  than  180^,  and,  since 
i  -|-  ^  (==  r'  —  m')  must  be  less  than  360®,  it  follows  that  X  must 
also  be  less  than  180®.  Hence,  L  will  have  the  same  sign  as 
cos  Y^  and  n'  will  be  negative  when  y  >  90®. 

Now,  we  have  r  —  m  =  r  —  m'+  {m'  —  m)j  and,  since  m'  —  ?w 
is  very  small, 

sin  (r  ^m)  =  sin  (r  —  mO  +  sin  (m'  —  m)  cos  (t  -—  m') 

which,  substituted  in  the  first  equation  of  (141),  gives 

sin  c  =  sin  (r  —  m')  cos  n  cos  d  —  sin  n  sin  d 
+  sin  (m' —  m)  cos  (r  —  m')  cos  n  cos  ^ 

To  simplify  this,  let  us  put 

sin  d 

sm  «;  = i 

cosn' 

from  which  and  the  equation 

sin  (t  —  m')  =  tan  n'  tan  d 
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there  follows  also 

cos  w  =  cos  (t  —  mT)  cos  d 

for,  if  we  add  together  the  squares  of  the  first  and  third  of  these 
equations,  the  sum  is  reduced  by  means  of  the  second  to  the 
identical  equation  1  =  1.  By  substituting  the  values  of  sin  (r  —  m'), 
cos  (r  —  m'),  and  sin  dy  which  these  equations  give,  m  the  expres- 
sion for  e,  it  becomes 

sin  c  =  sin  (n'  —  n)  sin  w  -|-  sin  (m'  —  m)  cos  n  cos  v> 

In  the  same  manner,  if  for  the  polar  star  we  take 

*    jtf 

sin  to^  = ;  cos  v/  =  cos  (t' —  m')  cos  ^' 

cos  n 

we  shall  have 

sin  c  =  sin  (n'  —  n)  sin  v/  +  sin  (m'  —  m)  cos  n  cos  uf 

§ 
Combining  these  two  values  of  sin  c,  we  have 

sin  c  (cos  w  —  cos  vf)  =  sin  (n'  —  n)  sin  (u/  —  iff) 

whence 

.    .  ,        .        .        sin  i(u/+  w) 

sm  (n'  —  n)  =  sin  c ^^— -^ — - 

cos  J(ur  —  w) 

or,  putting  n'  —  n  =  v, 

sin  iiti/  +  w) 


V  =  c 


cos  i  (i//  —  w) 


(146) 


n  =  n'  —  V 


The  angles  w'  and  t(7  here  required  are  found  by  the  equations 

.         ,               tan  ^                        ,                         tan  8  ^ 

tan  ur  = tan  w  = (146) 

cos  (A  4-  y)  cos  n  cos  (A  —  f)  cos  n' 

observing  that  for  a  negative  value  of  tan  u?',  it?'  is  to  be  taken 
in  the  2d  quadrant,  but  that  for  a  negative  value  of  tan  w,  w  is 
to  be  taken  numerically  less  than  90°,  and  with  the  negative  sign. 
To  find  m,  we  have,  by  eliminating  a  from  (78), 

sin  m  cos  n  cos  ^  -]-  sin  n  sin  ^  =  sin  5 

whence 

.  .  ,        sin  d 

sm  m  =  —  tan  n  tan  <p  4 

'  cos  n  cos  f 
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If  then  we  take 

8in  /A  =  —  tan  n  tan  ^ 

b 

cos  71  COS  fi  COS  f  /     (!•*•) 

we  have 

The  constants  being  thus  found,  we  proceed  to  find  the  cor- 
rection of  the  chronometer  by  the  equatorial  star.  We  must 
first  reduce  the  transits  over  the  several  threads  to  the  collima- 
tion  axis,  which  may  here  be  done  by  the  formula  (188),  omitting 
the  last  term,  which  is  insensible  when  the  instrument  is  bo  near 
the  meridian  as  we  here  suppose  it  to  be.  If,  therefore,  we  first 
find  i  by  the  formula 

sin  t  ==  —  tan  n  tan  d  (148) 

and  then  put 

i^=r  cos  n  cos  ^  008  t 

we  must  apply  to  the  observed  time  on  each  thread  the  correction 

J=|,  (149) 

(where  i  is  the  equatorial  interval  of  a  thread  from  the  middle 
thread),  and  to  the  mean  of  the  results  we  must  apply  also  the 

correction  -p,  to  reduce  to  the  collimation  axis.    Let  the  resulting 

time,  reduced  for  rate  to  the  assumed  epoch  T^,  be  denoted  by  ( T). 
Then,  if  ©^^  is  the  true  sidereal  time  at  the  same  instant,  we  have 

and,  by  Art  167, 

t  =.Sq  —  a  '\-  tn 
whence  we  derive* 

£,T^=a—{r)+t  —  m  (160) 

If  we  wish  to  take  into  account  the  diurnal  aberration,  we  must 
add  to  the  right  ascension  of  each  star  the  correctiou  0'.021  cos  f 
sec  d  cos  r. 

171.  In  the  above,  we  have  supposed  c  to  be  given.  To  invefr. 
tigate  the  eftect  of  an  error  in  the  assumed  value  of  c,  let  c  +  ac 

*  It  is  easily  seen  that  the^neral  formula  (160)  reduces  to  Hahsbu's  formula  (86) 
when  the  instrument  is  in  the  meridian. 
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be  its  true  value ;  then  the  correction  of  n  corresponding  to  ac 
is,  by  (145), 

sin  i(^  +  ^) 


An  =  —  AC 


cos  i(uf  —  w) 


and,  by  differentiating  the  expressions  (147),  (148),  and  (149),  we 
find  the  corresponding  corrections  of  m,  <,  and  I  to  be 

sin  i(u/  +  to)  tan  ^ 

AC' ' 

006  i  (u/  —  w)  cos'  n  cos  m 

sin  i  (uf  -f  w?)  tan  d 


Am 

= 

—  An 

tan  f 

cos'  n  cos  m 

nt 

=^ 

—  An 

tan  d 

cos'  n  cos  t 

a7 

AC 

AC. 


cos  i(v/  —  w)  cos'  n  cos  t 


cos  d  cos  n  cos  t 


The  correction  of  the  quantity  (7^  —  t  +  m  will  be  composed  of 
the  corrections  of  /  (by  which  {T)  is  obtained),  of  m,  and  of  L 
Denoting  the  whole  correction  by  Ar,  we  have 

AT  =  aJ —  At  -\-  Am 
Substituting  the  values  of  the  corrections,  we  find 

AC  r     1           sin  i  (w'+  w)  tan  w            sin  i  (tr'  +  ir)  tan  ^     "I 
At  = I  ■  —  ■  -p"  1 

cos  n  Lcos  w  cos  i  (u/  —  w)  cos  i(u/  —  w)  cos  n  cos  m J 

By  observing  that  J  (?(?'  —  m;)  =  J  (r^'  +  ir)  —  Wy  the  first  two 
terms  within  the  parentheses  become 

cos  i  (m/  —  w)  —  sin  }  (m/  +  u?)  sin  w cos  }  (m?'+  w) 

cos  i(uf  —  w)  cos  U7         '  cos  }  («?' —  w) 

whence 

AC 

At  = 


COS  n  cos  }  (u/ 
Finally,  if  we  put 


[cos  i(u/+w)  +  sin  }  (tt/  +  tr)  _J?!L?_  1 

—  tt7)L  cosncosmj 


tany^=       ^^°^  (151) 

cos  n  cos  m 


the  expression  becomes* 


cos  n  cos  f '  cos  i(u/  —  w) 

*  Ab  given  by  Hansen,  ^«rr.  Naeh,,  Vol.  XLVIII.  p.  120. 
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K  we  denote  the  coefficient  of  ac  m  this  equation  by  C,  and  the 
true  chronometer  correction  by  a  T^  the  first  computed  correction 
being  (a  T)y  we  have 

A  T  =  (A  T)  —  Cac  (153) 

For  another  observation  in  the  reversed  position  of  the  axis 
the  coefficient  of  ac  computed  by  (152)  being  denoted  by  C",  and 
the  computed  chronometer  correction  by  (aT'),  we  have,  since 
the  sign  of  ac  is  changed, 

A  r  ==  (A  r')  +  C^'^^  (154) 

and,  combining  the  two  results,  we  can  determine  both  A^and 
A(?.  K  we  have  taken  a  number  of  stars  in  each  position,  we 
can  treat  all  the  equations  of  this  kind  by  the  method  of  least 
squares. 

172.  The  designation  "  equatorial  star,"  in  the  preceding  ex- 
planations, has  been  used  to  designate  the  star  from  which  the 
chronometer  correction  has  been  deduced;  but  it  is  by  no  means 
necessary  that  this  star  should  be  very  near  the  equator.  A  star 
which  passes  near  the  zenith  will  be  preferable,  since  an  error  in 
the  determination  of  n  will  then  have  little  or  no  effect  upon  the 
computed  time. 

Example.* — In  1848,  August  17,  at  Cronstadt,  latitude  f  = 
59°  59'.5,  the  following  obseVvations  were  taken.  The  value 
of  one  division  of  the  level  was  ©".llS.  The  correction  for  in- 
equality of  pivots  was/)  =  +  0*.14  for  circle  west.  The  equatorial 
intervals  of  the  threads,  numbered  from  the  circle  end  of  the 
axis,  were 

h  S  U  U 

-f  34'.50  +  18'.74  —  16M4  83'.38 

The  assumed  collimation  constant  was  c  =  —  O^.SS  for  drcU  west. 
The  chronometer  correction  was  approximately  Ar=  +  40*; 
its  losing  rate,  r.72,  or  8T=  +  r.72  daily. 

*  Sawitsch,  Praet,  Astran,,  Vol.  I.  p.  848. 
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1ft  position  of  the  inttmment :  CircU  WuL 


Level.    Direct 

Beversed 


E. 

w. 

—  12.0 

—  17.8 

+  27.0 
+  21.2 

B=  +  0'.52 
|)  =  +  0 .14 


Mean  B=    +  4'.6 


ft  =  +  0.66 


Transits  obsenrod  with  ehrononetor  **HAni  No.  19. 


*i 


Thread. 

I 

II 

111 

IV 

V 

a  Urs,  Min, 
p  Draeonis 

38'.0 

3'.9 

17*  23-  lO'.O 

• 

17  28    35.0 

1'.4 

29'.3 

Level    Direct 

Reversed 


E. 

W. 

—  18.0 

—  12.4 

+  21.0 
+  26.8 

Mean  J?  =    +  4'.35 


2d  position :  Circle  E<ut 


Level.    Direct 

Beversed 


E. 

w. 

—  18.4 
-17.4 

f  21.0 
+  23.1 

Mean  j5  =    +  2'.08 


Level.    Direct 

Beversed 


E. 

w. 

—  16.2 

—  18.3 

+  23.6 
+  21.5 

Mean  j5  =    +  2'.65 


B=+  0'.49 
|)  =  +  0 .14 

ft  =  +  0 .63 


J?  =  +  0'.24 
;>  =  — 0.14 

6  =  +0.10 


Thread. 

V 

IV 

III 

II 

I 

a  Urs,  Min. 
X  Draeonis 

8M 

35'.8 

17*  52-  45'.5 
17  55     1.4 

31'.6 

57'.1 

B=  +  O-SO 
l>  =  — 0.14 

ft=r  +  0.16 


For  the  given  date  we  find,  from  the  Nautical  Almanac, 
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a  6 

aUrs.Min,  1*  3«46'.70  SS**  28' 24".2 
P  Dracmia,  17  26  55 .73  62  25  25  .5 
r  Draconis,    17  53      0 .35        61    30  51  .0 

Computation  of  the  observations,  circle  west — We  shall  rednce 
the  observed  times  for  the  chronometer  rate  to  the  common 
epoch  rg=  18*.  To  allow  for  the  diurnal  aberration,  we  take 
for  the  approximate  times  of  the  observation  of  a  Urs(B  Minoris  and 
PDraconiSj  17*  24*  and  17*  29*,  which,  subtracted  from  the  re- 
spective right  ascensions,  give  for  their  eastern  hour  angles,  or 
the  values  of  r,  7*  40"*  and  —  0*  2*,  and  hence  the  values  of 
0'.021  cosy  sec 5  COST  for  the  two  stars  are  —  0M7  and  +  0*.02, 
which  are  to  be  added  to  the  right  ascensions.  The  corrected 
quantities  are  then : 

•  Urs.  Min.  •'  =    1»    8-  45'.68   T  =  17*  23*  9'M  d'=  88<'  28'  24".2 
aihaconU,  9  =  17  26    55.75    T  =17  28  34.96  d  =  52   25  25  .6 

a'  —  r  = 


7  40    35.57 
—  T  =  —     1    39  .21 


^'+d==140   63  49  .7 
^'  — <J=  36     2  58  .7 


2;-=    7  42    14.78  =  115**33'41".7 

r=  57*'46'50".9 

Hence,  by  the  formuIsB  (148)  and  (144), 
logsin  (d'+  d)  9.799833       log  sin  (a'—  d)  9.769736 


log  cos  r  9.726857 

log  L  sin  X  0.072976 
log  tan  X  0.230618 

X  =      59*'  32'  39".2 


log  sin  r  9.927378 

log  L  COB  X  9.842858 
log  COB  X  9.704899 

log  L  0.137459 
log  2  cos  d  'cos  d  8.511788 

n'  =  +  1^  21  22".8  log  tan  n'  8.374324 

By  the  formute  (145)  and  (146), 

;i  +  r  =     117*  20' 

iog8ec(;i  +  r)  n0.3380 
log  see  n'  0.0001 
log  tan  d'     1.5743 

log  tan  li/  nl.9124 
u/  =       90*  42' 
J(a/+w)==       71    85 


c  =  —  0'.33  =  —  4".95 

V  =  —  4  .97 
W  —  if  =  n=  +  1*  21'  27".8 


log  cos  d' 8.425554 
log  cos  a  9.785199 
log  2        0.801030 

8.511788 


;-y  = 

P46' 

log  sec  (X  —  y) 

0.0002 

log  sec  n' 

0.0001 

log  tan  d 

0.1138 

log  tan  w 

0.1141 

w  = 

62*  27' 

J(t^-tr) 

19     8 

log  sin  i(u/-\-  to) 

9.9772 

log  sec  i(uf  —  w) 

0.0247 

logc 

nO.6946 

logy 

nO.6965 

log  6 

0.9859 

log  sec  n 

0.0001 

log  sec  fi 

0  0004 

log  sec  ^ 

0.3009 

log;? 

1.2873 

224  PORTABLB  TRANSIT  INSTRUMENT 

By  the  formula  (147) : 

log  (—  tan  n)      n8.374769  *  =  +  O-.eiS  =  +  9".68 

log  tan  ^  0.238416 

log  sin  II  n8.613184 

;*  =  — 2<>2r   7".0 
p=  +  19.4 

m  =  —  2    20  47  .6 

The  constants  of  the  instrument  being  thus  found,  we  proceed 
to  find  the  chronometer  correction  by  /?  Draconic,  We  first  find 
t  and  the  thread  intervals  by  (148)  and  (149) : 

log  tan  n    8.874769  log  cos  n   9.99988 

log  tan  d    0.113823  log  cos  ^   9.78520 

^  =  —  1^  45'  54".6         log  sin  t  n8.488592  log  cos  t   9.99979 

log  F        9.78487 

I  II  nr  V  c  =— O'.SS 

log  %  1.63782       1.27277        nl.20790        nl.52284        log  c       n9.518 

log  J  1.75296       1.48790        nl.42303        nl.73797        log-       n9.733 


7  +  66.62     +30'.76       —  26'.49        —  64'.70  c 

__  =  — U^.04 


F 
c 

F 


Applying  these  reductions,  we  have,  for  the  time  of  passage  over 
the  middle  thread,  and  the  chronometer  correction  by  (150), 

P  Draeonis. 

17*  28-  34'.62 
34.65 
35.00 
84.91 
34.60 

17   28    34.76 

f.=        _     0.54 
F 

Eed.  for  rate  to  18*  = —     0.04 

(7')  =  17   28    34.18 
a  =  17   ^6    55.76 

a  — (70=—     1    38.43 
^  —  m  =  H-  0*  34'  53".0  =  +     2    19.53 

Chron.  correction  at  18*  =  a  T,  =  +  41 .10 
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Computation  of  the  observations,  circle  east — This  being  in  all 
respects  similar  to  the  above,  we  shall  only  put  down  the  prin- 
cipal results.  The  approximate  hour  angles  (r)  of  a  Vracs.  Minoris 
and  yDracoTiis  are  7*  10*  and  —  0*  3*,  whence  the  correction  of 
the  right  ascensions  for  diurnal  aberration  are  —  0*.12  and  +  0*.02. 
Reducing  the  times  for  rate  to  18*,  we  find 

aUr8.Mtn,a'=  1*  3«45-.68  r'==  17*  52- 45'.49  a'=  88*^  28' 24".2 
r Braconis  a=n  53     0.87     T  ==  17  55      1.39    d  =  51    80  61.0 

whence 

Y=        54*    r38".8  X=      65*55'54."2 

n'  =  +      1    26    2  .5  c=  +  0'.83  =  +  4".95 

x  +  r=     110**  4'  ^  — r=       i''48' 

tf/=         90    81  «7=       51    82 

y=  +    5".0 

n  =  +      1*^  25'  57".5  «»  =  +  O-.IS  =  +  r.95. 


ft  =  — 


2    28  54  .7  fi=  +  3".9 


m  =  —     2    28  50  .8 
t  =  —     1    48     9  .6  log  F  =       9.79366 

For  the  reductions  of  the  threads  for  YDraconiSy  we  find 

V  IV  II  I 

/      +  53».60        +  25'.96        —  30'.14        —  55».48        —  =  +  0*.53 

JF 

and  hence 

7  Drae&nit, 

Transit  over  middle  thread  =  17*  55-    1*.59 

^=        +      0.53 
F 

Bed.  for  rate  to  18*  =        ^     0 .01 

(7)  =  17  55     2.11 
a  =  17  53     0.37 

a  — (7)  =  —     2      1.74 
*  — m     ==+     2    42.75 

Ar.=        +    41.01 

The  mean  value  derived  from  the  observations  in  both  positions 
of  the  instrument  is,  therefore, 

A2;=  +  41'.06atl8*. 

In  general,  however,  unless  the  declinations  of  the  two  stars  are 
nearly  equal,  the  true  value  of  a  7^  will  not  be  the  mean  of  the 
values  found  in  the  two  positions ;  but  we  shall  have  to  proceed 
as  follows. 

Vol.  II.— 1ft 
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To  estimate  the  effect  of  an  error  in  the  assumed  valae  of  c  in 
this  computation,  we  might  here  put  ^^  =  ^  in  (152),  since  n  and 
m  are  here  small ;  but,  for  the  sake  of  iliustration,  we  einall  use 
the  complete  formulsB.    We  find 


Cirtlt  WeU, 

dreUEatt. 

/= 

60°  1'.2 

60"  1'.4 

»(w'+w)-f'  = 

11    34 

11    0 

log  008  [}(>"'+  I')  —  f '] 

9.9911 

9.9919 

log  sec  i  (w'  —  lo) 

0.0247 

0.0267 

seen 

0.0001 

0.0001 

sec/ 

0.3013 

0.8013 

logC 

0.8172 

logC 

0.8190 

C  = 

+  2.076 

C'  = 

+  ^84 

Hence 

(Circle  west)    a  7;  =  +  41M0  —  2.075  ac 
(Circle  east)     a  7;  =  +  41 .01  +  2.084  ao 

whence 

^''  =  +  4^  =  +  "•■'''' 
(Circle  west)    a  7;  =  +  41*.  10  —  0'.04  =  -f  41'.06 
(Cmjle  east)     a  7;  =  +  41 .01  +  0  .06  =  +  41 .06 

This  result  agrees  with  the  mean  value  found  before,  because 
here  the  declinations  of  the  stars  were  nearly  equal,  and  the  posi- 
tion of  the  instrument  with  respect  to  the  meridian  was  nearly 
the  same  in  both  observations. 

As  the  value  of  c  is  often  but  imperfectly  known,  it  will  be 
best  always  to  take  a  pair  of  stars  in  each  position  of  the  axis, 
and  then  to  compute  the  two  clock  corrections  upon  the  supposi- 
tion of  c  =  0.  The  true  correction  will  then  be  found  by  com- 
puting Cac  as  above,  and  the  value  of  ac  will  be  the  true  value 
of  c.  Thus,  in  the  preceding  example,  if  we  had  first  taken 
c  =  0,  we  should  have  found  from  /?  Draconis  (a  7^  =  +  40'.42, 
and  from  ;•  Draoonia  (a  T')  =  +  41*. 70,  and,  computing  the  coeffi- 
cientB  C  and  C"  as  above,  we  should  have  had 

(Circle  west)    a  7;  =  +  40'.42  —  2.075  e 
(Circle  east)      a  7;  =  +  41  ,70  -f-  2.084  c 

whence 

1«28 

c  =  =  —  0'.808 

4.159 

(Circle  west)    a  7;  =r  -f-  40'.42  +  0'.64  =  +  41-.06 
(Circle  east)     aT;  =  +  41 .70  —  0  .64  ^  -f  41  jW 
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APPLICATION  OP  THE  METHOD  OP  LEAST  SQUARES  TO  THE  DETER- 
MINATION OP  THE  TIME  WITH  A  PORTABLE  TRANSIT  INSTRUMENT 
IN   THE  VERTICAL   CIRCLE   OF   A   CIRCUMPOLAR   STAR. 

173.  W"e  here  suppose  the  observations  to  be  made  essentially 
as  directed  in  Art.  170,  with  this  difference,  however,  that  we 
shall  not  restrict  the  observation  of  the  star  near  the  pole  to  its 
transit  over  the  middle  thread.  The  instrument  being  brought 
near  the  vertical  of  a  circumpolar  star :  1st,  the  transit  of  this  star 
over  avy  one  of  the  threads  is  observed ;  2d,  the  transits  of  a  number 
of  equatorial  stars  are  observed ;  3d,  the  axis  of  the  instrument  is 
reversed,  and  the  transit  of  the  polar  star  again  observed  over 
one  thread ;  and  4th,  the  transits  of  a  number  of  equatorial  stars 
are  observed.  The  level  ip  read  for  each  star.  If,  however,  the 
circumpolar  stiULhas  passed  all  the  threads  by  the  time  the  axis  has 
been  reversed,  the  azimuth  of  the  instrument  must  be  changed, 
BO  as  to  bring  the  star  near  a  thread ;  then,  clamping  the  instru- 
ment in  azimuth,  the  transit  over  this  thread  will  be  observed, 
and  also  the  transits  of  a  set  of  equatorial  stars  as  before.  In 
this  case  the  observations,  being  made  in  two  different  vertical 
circles,  must  be  separately  computed  according  to  the  following 
method.  It  is  hardly  necessary  to  observe  that  the  observations 
of  the  equatorial  stars  may  either  precede  or  follow  that  of  the 
circumpolar  strfr,  as  may  happen  to  be  most  convenient.  In  this 
method,  we  form  an  equation  of  condition  from  the  observation 
of  each  star,  and  all  those  for  which  the  azimuth  of  the  instru- 
ment is  the  same  are  combined  by  the  method  of  least  squares. 

Let  c  denote  the  coUimation  constant  for  the  mean  of  the 
threads,  and  i  the  equatorial  distance  of  a  thread  from  the 
mean;  then,  r  denoting  the  hour  angle  of  the  star  when  observed 
on  the  thread,  i  -\-  c  must  be  substituted  for  c  in  our  fundamental 
equation  (79) ;  and,  since  this  quantity  is  always  sufficiently  small, 
we  shall  put  it  in  the  place  of  its  sine.     Thus,  we  have  for  each 

thread 

c  -|-  I  =  —  sin  n  sin  ^  4-  cos  n  cos  d  sin  (t  —  m) 

WTien  several  threads  are  observed,  the  mean  of  the  observed 
times  corresponds  to  that  point  of  the  field  which  we  call  the 
mean  of  the  threads  only  when  the  instrument  is  in  the  meridian. 
When  the  instrument  is  not  in  the  meridian,  two  methods  of 
procedure  offer  themselves.  The  first  is  that  which  has  been  used 
in  the  preceding  articles,  and  consists  in  reducing  each  thread 


•  \ 
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either  to  the  middle  or  the  mean  thread  by  means  of  the  com- 
puted intervals.  But  to  compute  these  intervals  we  must,  as 
has  been  seen,  know  the  position  of  the  instrument.  The  second 
method,  which  we  owe  to  Bessel,  is  not  only  more  simple  in 
practice,  but  is  wholly  independent  of  the  position  of  the  instru- 
ment ;  and,  as  it  will  be  useful  both  in  the  present  problem  and 
in  that  of  finding  the  latitude  by  transits  over  the  prime  vertical, 
I  shall  treat  of  it  here. 

If  we  denote  the  number  of  observed  threads  by  y,  we  have  q 
equations  of  the  above  form,  i  and  r  being  different  in  each. 
The  mean  of  these  equations  is 

c  +  -It  =  —  sin n  sin  d  +  cos  n  cos  8  -  EsinCr  —  wi) 

where  2*  is  the  usual  summation  sign.    Kow  le% 

T  =  the  mean  of  the  observed  times  on  the  several 
threads, 
T  —  7=  the  observed  time  on  any  thread; 

then  /is  the  interval  found  by  subtracting  each  observed  time 
from  the  mean  of  all,  and,  consequently,  the  algebraic  sum  of 
all  these  intervals  is  zero.    Also  let 

*  =  the  clock  correction, 

t  =  a  —  (  T  +  *) 

then  for  each  thread  we  have 

sin  (t  —  m)  =  sin  (t  —  m  +  7)  =  sin  (t  —  m)  cos  7  -f  cos  (t  —  m)  sin  1 
—  S  sin  (r  —  m)  =  sin  (t  —  ni)  ^£  cos  7  +  cos  (t  —  m)  —  J  sin  7 

Let  k  and  x  be  determined  by  the  conditions 

_-  cos  jc  =      —2/  cos  7 
k  a 


then  we  have 


—.  sm  X  = r  sm  J 

k  a 


—  J?  sin  (r  —  m)  =  —  sin  (t  —  x  —  m) 
q  k 


i 

m 
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Hence,  putting 


r,  =  f-^x  =  .-(r+x  +  #) 


=  1  X.-  }   (156) 

our  equation  becomes 

•  ,    .              .         .    »   ,  cos  n  cos  d  sin  (r,  —  m) 
c  +  I,  =  —  sin  n  Bin  4  -| ' ^ 

Thus,  X  and  A  being  found,  we  find  t^  by  using  the  corrected 
time  T+  x  instead  of  Ty  as  in  (155),  and  then  this  single  equation 
represents  the  mean  of  the  q  equations.  We  may  bring  this 
equation  still  nearer  in  form  to  that  for  each  thread,  by  substi- 
tuting 

Y  cos  S.  =r  —  cos  d 

^         '       k 

y  sin  ^2  =  fiii^  ^ 
which  give 

*  =  —  sin  n  sin  \  +  cos  n  cos  ^,  sin  (t^  —  m)        (156) 

where  y  is  so  nearly  equal  to  unity  (as  will  presently  appear)  that, 
as  the  divisor  of  the  small  term  c  +  i^^  it  may  usually  be  omitted. 
Thus,  the  mean  equation  is  precisely  of  the  form  for  one  thread, 
when  we  use  both  a  corrected  mean  time  and  a  corrected  decli- 
nation. The  quantities  x  and  d^,  or  else«  and  log  A*,  are  readily 
found  by  the  aid  of  tables  such  as  Tables  VIII.  and  Vlii.A  at 
the  end  of  this  volume,  the  construction  of  which  is  as  follows. 
The  equations  which  determine  k  and  x  may  be  written  thus : 

Icos  X  =  1  —  1x2  sin*  J7 
*  .      ? 

—  sin  X  ^  —  i  (J  —  sin  /) 
k  q 

for,  since  2*/=  0,  this  last  equation  is  the  same  as  the  one  before .     '    "  ; 
given.     But  the  quantity  J—  sin  /is  of  the  order  P,  and  there- 
fore extremely  small,  so  that  we  may  put  cos  x  =  1,  and  hence 


i 


• 


i  1=1  —  1x2  sin*  J  J 
X  =lx(7  — sinJ) 


•     •   * 
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and  since 

tan  S^  =  k  tan  S 
w©  liave* 

,       A— 1  8in2a   .  Ik— 1\^  sin  4S    ,    . 

'  k+l  Biur^Xk+ll  28inr  ^ 

or,  Bubstitating  the  value  of  ky 


-I 2i— 4-  4;c. 

-I  ^   r    -    •  1  r  sin  1 

1 1  sm*  J  / 


Bessbl  givesf  a  table  from  which  with  the  argument  /  we  find 

sin*  i  I 
I — sin  Jin  seconds,  and  — : — -rr-     The  means  of  the  tabular 

Bin  1" 

quantities  taken  for  the  several  values  of /are  respectively  x  and 
the  numerator  of  the  coefficient  of  25.  A  small  subsidiary  table 
corrects  for  the  neglect  of  the  denominator.  In  the  tables  at  the 
end  of  this  volume  I  have  adopted  a  different  arrangement  By 
the  logarithmic  formula 

log(l  —  x)  =  —  Jlf  (X  +  Jar*  +  &c.) 
in  which  Jf  =  0.4342945,  we  find 

log  A  ===  ~  log  i  =  Jlf  ri  r  2  sin*  J /  +  W 1  r  2  BinM / y  +  Ac] 

where  the  second  term  of  the  series  will  mostly  be  inappreciable. 
The  approximate  value  of  log  A,  neglecting  this  term,  will  be 

logA:  =  -i2:2JlfBin«i/ 

and,  employing  this  value  in  the  second  term,  the  complete 
value  will  be 

log*  =  12:2  Jfsin«i/  + ^^^' 
q  2  M 

Table  Vlil.  gives,  in  the  column  log  A,  the  value  of  2Jf  sin' Ji 
corresponding  to  each  interval  /.  The  mean  value  of  log  k, 
which  is  required  in  reducing  several  threads,  will  be  found  by 
taking  the  mean  of  the  several  values  from  the  table.     When 

*  PL  Trig.,  Art.  264.  f  ^'tron,  NaeK,  VoL  VI.  p.  245. 
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extreme  precision  is  desired,  this  mean  is  to  be  increased  by  the 

small  correction  given  in  Table  VIII. A,  which  contains  the  value 

(los  ky 
of  the  term      o^Ttr  '  ^^^  ^^^  argument  "mean  log  ft."     The 

column  marked  x  gives  the  value  of  /—  sin  /in  seconds  for  each 
value  of  /;  and  the  mean  of  the  several  values  is  likewise  to  be 
taken  as  the  correction  of  the  mean  of  the  observed  times  T. 
The  sign  of  J  is  different  for  threads  on  opposite  sides  of  the 
mean,  and  the  sign  of  x  must  be  the  same  as  that  of  /.  Hence 
the  mean  x  will  be  evanescent  when  the  observed  threads  are 
symmetrically  disposed  about  the  mean. 

These  tables,  then,  effect  the  reduction  of  the  threads  to  a  single 
instant  in  a  remarkably  simple  manner,  without  requiring  a  pre- 
vious knowledge  of  the  position  of  the  instrument.  We  have 
only  to  add  x  to  the  mean  of  the  observed  times,  and  to  find  the 
corrected  declination  by  the  formula 

tan  ^j  =  A  tan  S  (167) 

Then,  taking  the  mean  of  the  equatorial  intervals  t  of  the  ob- 
served threads,  we  proceed  to  use  equation  (166),  as  representing 
the  mean  of  all  the  threads.  The  divisor  y  is  fpund,  from  the 
equations  which  determine  ;•  and  ^i,  to  be 

l-(l-2)cos.. 

^  "^         cos  (dj  —  S) 

where  we  may  put  cos  (^i  —  ^)  =  1.  Since  i^  is  zero  when  all 
the  threads  are  observed,  we  may  put  7^  =  1  in  such  cases  with- 
out hesitation,  since  it  is  then  the  divisor  only  of  the  very  small 
quantity  c.  But  in  the  method  of  observation  here  adopted  we 
may  in  all  cases  put  y  =  1;  for  we  suppose  the  slow*moving  star 
to  be  observed  on  but  one  thread,  in  which  case  we  have  rigor- 
ously 7*  =  1 ;  and  for  the  equatorial  star  (even  if  we  extend  this 
denomination  to  stars  of  the  declination  60^  or  60^)  the  intervals 
/will  always  be  less  than  2^,  and  then  the  mean  log  k  will  always 
be  less  than  0.00001,  and  log  r  will  be  less  than  0.00002.  We 
take  then,  as  complete,  the  equation 

c  +  i^  =  —  sin  n  sin  ^,  -f  cos  n  oos  ^,  sin  (t^  —  m) 

Substituting  sin  r,  cos  m  —  cos  r^  sin  m  for  sin  (Tj  —  m)  and  then 
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substituting  the  values  of  sin  n,  cos  n  cos  m,  cos  n  sin  m,  from  (78), 
the  equation  becomes 

c  +  I'o  =  —  b  (sin  ^  sin  ^,  +  cos  f  cos  ^,  cos  t,)  -f  cos  a  cos  ^,  sin  Tj 
-|-  sin  a  (cos  ^  sin  ^^  —  sin  ^  cos  d,  cos  r^) 

This  equation  will  be  satisfied  when  a  is  the  true  value  of  the 
azimuth  of  the  instrument  and  r,  has  been  found  by  employing 
the  true  clock  correction  i>.  But,  if  a  and  t?  denote  assumed 
approximate  values  of  these  quantities,  Aa  and  ai^  their  required 
corrections,  and  if  r^  is  found  by  the  formula 

r,  =  *-(r,  +  *)  -  (158) 

then  we  must  substitute  in  the  above  equation  a  +  Aa  for  a,  and 
r,  —  A(?  for  Tj.  We  thus  find  (neglecting  the  products  of  the 
small  quantities  A,  Aa,  and  ^S) 

c  +  i,=  — 6 (sin  f  sin  d^  -f  cos  f  cos  S^ cos  r^) 

-f-  cos  a  cos  ^,  sin  Tj  -f  sin  a  (cos  f  sin  ^,  —  sin  ^  cos  d^  cos  t^) 

—  Aa  sina  cos^^sinr,-|-  aa  cos  a  (cos  ^  sin  ^^ — sin  f  cos  ^^cos  r,) 

—  A^cos  dj(coB  a  cos  r,  -f  sin  a  sin  f  sin  r^) 

To  adapt  this  for  computation,  let  z  and  A  be  the  zenith  distance 
and  azimuth  of  the  point  of  the  sphere  whose  declination  is  8^ 
and  hour  angle  t^  :  then  we  have  (Vol.  I.  Art  14) 

cos  z  =       sin  ^  sin  S^  +  cos  f  cos  ^,  cos  r^ 
sin  z  cos  A  =  —  cos  ^  sin  S^-{-  sisi  ^  cos  d^  cos  Tj     ^    (159) 
sin  2  sin  Jl  =  cos  ^. 

and  our  equation  becomes 

c  +  to  =  —  b  cos  ^  —  sin  (a  —  A)  sin  z  —  Aa  cos  (a  —  ^)  sin  r 
—  At9  cos  S^  (cos  a  cos  r^  -\-  sin  a  sin  ^  sin  r^) 

Here  a— A  must  be  of  the  same  order  as  c  +  V,  Rnd  there* 
fore  may  also  be  put  for  its  sine,  and  its  cosine  may  be  put  ==1. 
In  the  coefficient  of  a<9  we  may  put  cos  d  for  cos  d^  TranspoBing 
the  equation,  and  collecting  the  known  terms,  by  putting 

h  =i^-{'  b  cos  J?  +  (a  —  A)  sin  z  (160) 

we  obtain  the  equation  of  condition 
6  4-  Aa  sin  r  -f  A^  cos  d(coB  a  cos  r^  +  ^'^^  ^  ^1^  f  sin  r,)  -f  A  :r=  0  (161) 
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in  which  the  sign  of  c  must  be  changed  when  the  axis  of  the 
instrument  is  reversed.  It  must  also  be  observed  that,  (as  in 
meridian  observations  where  z  =  <p  —  d)y  sin  z  must  be  negative 
when  the  star  is  north  of  the  zenith :  this  sign,  however,  will  be 
given  by  the  equations  (159)  if  attention  is  paid  to  the  signs  of 
the  other  quantities.  To  compute  z  and  A  by  logarithms,  let  g 
and  6r  be  determined  by  the  conditions 

jr  sin  (y  =  sin  9^ 

g  cos  G  =  cos  ^,  cos  Tj 

then 


cosjgr  — 

g  cos  (^  - 

-CF) 

sin  z  cos  A  — 

g  sin  (f  - 

-G) 

sin  z  ^\n  A  — 

cos  d^  sin 

^ 

tan  Jj  =  A:  tan 

*) 

tan©  — 

k  tan  d 

cos  Tj 

tan  A  = 

tan  Tj  cos  G 
sin  (f  —  G) 

tan^ss 

tan(f  — 
cos  A 

») 

(162) 


in  which  G  and  A  are  to  be  taken,  less  than  90°,  positive  or 

negative  according  to  the  sign  of  their  tangents,  and  the  sign  of 

tan  z  will  be  determined  by  that  of  tan  (ip  —  (r). 

If  we  put 

tan  i?*  =  tan  r^  sin  ^  (163) 

the  coefficient  of  a«?  may  be  computed  under  the  form 

p  «,  cos  a  cos  r^  cos  (g  —  J') 

The  whole  process  of  forming  the  equation  of  condition  for 
each  star  is,  therefore,  as  follows : 

let.  Find  x  and  log  k  from  Table  Vlli.,  and  add  x  to  the  mean 
of  the  observed  times  on  the  several  threads.  Call  the  resulting 
time  T|,  and  find 

r,  =  a-(r,+  *) 

in  which  #  is  the  assumed  clock  correction  reduced  to  the  time  T^ 
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2d.  Compute  A,  z,  P  by  the  equations  (162),  (163),  and  (164), 
and  h  by  the  equation 

h=i^-\-b  cos  z  +ifl  —  A) sin  z 

in  which  i^  is  the  mean  of  the  equatorial  intervals  of  the  observed 
threads  from  the  mean  thread,  b  is  the  inclination  of  the  rotation 
axis,  and  a  is  the  assumed  azimuth  of  the  instrument 
Then  the  equation  of  condition  is 

d:  c  +  Aa  sin  -?  -f  P.  Ai>  +  A  =  0 

in  which  the  sign  of  c  is  to  be  determined  by  the  position  of  the 
potation  axis  of  the  instrument 

From  all  the  equations  thus  formed,  the  most  probable  values 
of  c,  ^a,  and  a(9  will  be  found  by  the  method  of  least  squares. 

If  the  azimuth  of  the  instrument  has  been  changed  during 
the  observations,  these  must  be  divided  into  two  sets,  and  t\^'o 
different  assumed  azimuths  a,  a'^  with  the  corrections  ^a  and  La\ 
will  be  used  in  the  formation  of  the  equations. 

It  is  hardly  necessary  to  remark  that  all  the  quantities  i^  i, 
a  —  ^,  e,  Aa,  a^  are  expressed  in  the  same  unit,  either  of  time  or 
arc :  the  latter  will  perhaps  be  most  convenient 

Example. — The  following  observations  were  taken  by  Bessbl 
with  a  very  small  portable  instrument,  to  determine  the  time. 

Municli,  1827,  June  27. 


Circle  East. 

I 

II 

III 

1 

IV 

V 

Level. 

X  Seorpii 
i  Ophiuchi 
aUrscRMinoris 

8- 12'.2 
14  22.4 

7~62-.6 
14     2.6 

11*     *     • 

AX       ...        .... 

11  13  43.2 

XX       ...         ..a      .. 

13-22V7 
20     3.2 

13~  1'.6 

— 1'.080 

— 0  .608 

0.079 

Circle  West. 

ikUrsce  Minoris 
"^a^Anon.^ 
24  Scuti  Sob. 

13»19-52'.8 
13  22   16.2 
13  26  52.3 

+  K583 

+  1.670 
+  1  .837 

21-35'.6 
26  11.4 

21-56'.2 
26  31.6 

22«37'.0 
27   12.8 

22-58'.8 
27  34.4 

The  azimuth  of  the  instrument 'was  changed  between  the  two 
sets  of  observations,  circle  east  and  circle  west. 

The  place  of  observation  was  in  the  garden  of  Dr.  Steinheil's 
house,  where  the  latitude  was  ^  =  48°  8'  40''. 

The  chronometer  was  a  pocket  mean  time  chronometer  of 
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Kbssbl.  Its  correction  to  sidereal  time  at  12*  (chronometer  time) 
was  assumed  to  be  i?  =  6*  1*  8*.00,  and  its  rate  on  sidereal  time 
was  +  9*.19  per  hour  (losing).    . 

The  equatorial  intervals  of  the  threads  from  the  mean  thread 
were  as  follows  for  circle  west : 


+  698".08 


II 

+  803".09 


m 

+  6".19 


TV 
—  294".91 


V 
^  612".46 


The  value  of  one  division  of  the  level  was  4".49.  The  pivots 
were  of  unequal  thickness,  the  correction  for  which  had  pre- 
viously been  found  to  be  •—  1".89  for  circle  west. 

The  apparent  places  of  the  stars  on  the  given  date  were  as 
follows  2 


a 

S 

/  Scorpii 

16»    2-'36-.71 

—    9«36'34".2 

t  Ophiuchi 

16     9    13.90 

—   4    16     8  .9 

o  Ursce  Minoris 

0  59     5.28 

+  88    23    2  .5 

*  a  (Anon.) 

18  18     8.49 

+  14    52  36  .7 

24  Scuti  Sob. 

18  19    24 .11 

—  14    39  56  .0 

The  reduction  of  the  observations  of  x  Scorpii  and  s  Ophiuchi  on 
the  several  threads  to  a  mean  will  serve  to  illustrate  the  mode 
of  using  our  Table  VIII.,  although  in  this  case  the  quantity  x  is 
quite  insensible  and  log  k  nearly  so.    We  have,  then, 


Circl.  East. 

T 

I 

tt 

log  it 

• 

t 

X  Scorpii  I. 
II. 

11»   8-12'.2 
7    62.5 

—  9'M 
4-   9.85 

0.00 
0.00 

0.0000001 

1 

—  598".08 
303  .09 

Means 

11    8     2.85 

0.00 

0.00 

0.0000001 

—  450  .59 

Ophiuchi 


Means 


11  14    22.4 

—  SS-.OO 

0.00 

0.0000018 

—  598."08 

14     2.6 

—  20 .10 

5 

—  303  .09 

13    43.2 

—  0.70 

0 

6  .19 

13    22.7 

+ 19 .80 

6 

+  294  .91 

13     1.6 

+  40 .90 

0.00 

19 

+  612  .46 

11  IS    42.50 

0.00 

0.00 

0.0000009 

0.00 
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To  form  the  equations  of  condition  for  the  three  stars  observed, 
circle  east,  we  now  find  by  the  formuleB  (168,  kc.)* 


Assamed  ^ 
Rate  to  12* 


(in  arc) 
log  sec  r, 
log  tan  6 
log* 

log  tan  O 
O 

log  tan  Tj 

log  COB  O 

log  cosec  (^  —  O) 
log  tan  A 

log  COB  A 

log  tan  (0  —  O) 

log  tan  s 
log  sin  z 

log  COB  t 

A 
Assumed  a 

a-- A 
b 

(a  —  A)  Bin  x 
h  cos  z 


1.  tan  Tj  sin  ^  =  I.  tan  F 

F 
a  —  F 
log  cos  d 

log  cos  Ty 

log  COS  (a  —  F) 
log  sec  /* 

logP 


xaoarpti. 

tOpMwtkL 

m.  tfrm  Min. 

11*    8-    2'.85 

ll*18-42-.60 

11*  20*   3-.20 

+    6      1       8.00 

+    61      8.00 

+      6     1      8.00 

—     7.96 

—      7.09 

—      6.12 

16     8   67.89 

16   14    88.41 

16  21      0.08 

16     2   86.71 

16     9    18.90 

0  69      5.28 

6   20.68 

—     6    24.61 

-f      8  88      6.20 

— 1«  86'  10".2 

— 1«    21'    7".66 

129«  31'  IS".© 

0.000166 

0.000121 

nO.196290 

n9. 228677 

fi8.878022 

1.649678 

0.000000 

0.000001 

0.000000 

fi9. 228848 

fi8.878144 

rI.746868 

9«  86'  47".2 

__   4«16'18".2 

—   88«68'17''.8 

67    46  27  .2 

62    24  68  .2 

137      6  67  .3 

n8. 442887 

fi8.872976 

fiO.088661 

9.998868 

9.998798 

8.254067 

0.072784 

0.101080 

0.167161 

n8. 608929 

n8.472798 

118.604789 

9.999774 

9.999808 

9.999778 

0.200180 

0.118688 

119.967894 

0.20086 

0.11887 

n9.96812 

9.92788 

9.89904 

n9.8d296 

9.72697 

9.78617 

9.86484 

—    1«60'66".86 

— 1<»  42'  4".85 

—      V  49'  52".74 

—    1    42    0. 

4-           8'  65".85 

+               4".85 

-f             7'  62".74 

2.96 

—              0.84 

-h                    1  .64 

+             463".29 

-f              8".84 

—               821".80 

1  .68 

0  .61 

-f                   1  .18 

450  .69 

0  .00 

+               294 .91 

+            rM2 

-1-               8''.88 

—                 25''.76 

»8. 81 4394 

n8.246032 

n9. 95661 8 

-    1«  10*64" 

—   P    0*26" 

42*    4' 39" 

—        81     6 

—         41  84 

40    22  39 

9.99886 

9.99S79 

8.46026 

9.99983 

9.09988 

R9.80871 

9.99998 

9.99997 

9.88184 

0.00009 

0.00007 

0.12946 

9.99376 

9.99878 

118.26626 

I*     — 


*  We  hare  neglected  the  diurnal  aberration,  as  an  insensible  quantity  in  obserrs- 
tions  with  so  small  an  instrument. 
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Sence  the  equations  of  condition,  circle  east,  are : 


X  Scorpii       —  c  +  0.8459  Aa  +  0.9857  A»>  +    rM2 
e  Ophiuchi   —  c  +  0.7926  Aa  -f  0.9971  A*  +    3  .33 


=  0 
=  0 

lira.  Mm,  —  c  —  0.6807  Aa  —  0.0184  a*  —  25  .76  ==  0 


In  the  same  manner,  we  find  for  the  stars  observed,  circle  west, 


a  27r«»  ifin. 

»a 

24  SmH  Sob, 

T,  +  e 

18*21«   8*.03 

18*  23-  32'.34 

18*28-    8*.81 

^1 

99^  29'  18".75 

—    P20'57".75 

—   2«iri0''.5 

\ogk 

0.000000 

0.000001 

0.000001 

log  tan  A 

n8.617903 

n8.618105 

n8.618l'99 

log  sin  2 

n9.82674 

9.73943 

9.94926 

log  C08  2r 

9.87007 

9.92217 

9.65941 

A 

—  2°  22'  32".22 

—  2*»  22^  36".20 

—  2»22'88".06 

Assumed  a' 

—  2    22  40  . 

a'-ii 

—              7  .78 

—              3  .80 

—              1  .96 

b 

+          ••    5  .22 

+              5  .61 

4-              6  .86 

^ — -4)  sin  2 

+               5  .22 

—              2  .09 

1  .74 

h  cos  2: 

+              3  .87 

+              4  .69 

+              2  .90 

• 

+               6  .19 

0  .00 

0  .00 

A 

+             15  .28 

+               2  .60 

+              1  .16 

logP 

n7.74071 

9.98501 

9.98644 

and  hence  the  equations  for  these  stars  are 

a  Urs.  Min.    +c  —  0.6710  Aa'  —  0.0055  a»?  +  15".28  =  0 
*a  +c  +  0.5488  Aa'  +  0.9661  a»>  +    2  .60  =  0 

24  Scuti  Sob,  +C  +  0.8897  Aa'  +  0.9670  a&  +    1  .16  =  0 

The  six  equations  involve  four  unknown  quantities,  which 
jtnght  be  determined  from  the  four  normal  equations  formed  in 
tbe  usual  manner.  But,  where  the  number  of  equations  is  so 
little  greater  than  that  of  the  unknown  quantities,  it  is  not 
T«rorth  while  to  employ  this  method.  *  We  can  here  obtain  the 
same  result  by  eliminating  Aa  from  the  first  set  and  Aa'  from 
the  second,  and  then  combining  the  resulting  equations  for  the 
determination  of  c  and  a9.    Thus,  substituting  the  values  of  Aa 
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and  ml'  found  from  the  equations  for  a  TJrsm  Min.  in  the  equa- 
tions of  the  other  two  stars  in  the  .two  groups  respectively,  we 
have  the  four  equations 

/  Scorpii  —  2.2427  e  +  0.9629  Ad  —  80".89  =  0 

€  Ophiuchi  —  2.1642  c  +  0.9757  a*  —  26  .66  =  0 

*a  +  1.8179  c  +  0.9616  a*  +  15  .10  ==  0 

24  Scuti  Sob.  +  2.3259  c  +  0.9597  a*  +  21  .42  =  0 

from  which  we  derive  the  normal  equations 

18.4281c  —  0.2908  a^  +  204".25  =  0 
—    0.2908  c  +  3.7249  a*  —    20  .68  =  0 
which  ^ve 

A«>  =  +    4".69  =  +  0'.31 
c  =  —  ir.oi  =  —  0*.73 

Hence  we  have,  finally, 

d  =  +  5*  1-  3*.31 

By  the  four  time  stars,  severally,  we  have  8*.48,  8'.18,  3*.34,  3'.29. 
The  methods  which  have  here  been  given,  for  finding  the 
time  with  a  transit  instrument  out  of  the  meridian,  are  intended 
for  the  use  of  observers  in  the  field  who  have  but  little  time  to 
adjust  their  instruments  and  wish  to  collect  all  the  data  possible, 
reserving  their  reduction  for  a  future  time.  The  greater  labor 
of  these  reductions,  compared  with  those  of  meridian  observa- 
tions, is  often  more  than  compensated  by  the  saving  of  time  in 
the  field. 


DETERMINATION   OF  THE   OEOGRAPHICAL   LATITUDE   BY  A   TRANSIT 

INSTRUMENT   IN   THE   PRIME   VERTICAL. 

174.  The  transit  instrument  is  said  to  be  in  the  prime  vertical 
when  the  great  circle  described  by  its  collimation  axis  is  in  the 
prime  vertical.  The  rotation  axis  is  then  perpendicular  to  the 
plane  of  the  prime  vertical,  and  lies  in  the  intersection  of  the 
planes  of  the  meridian  and  horizon.  We  owe  to  Bebsbl  the  ap- 
plication of  the  instrument  in  this  position  to  the  determination 
of  the  latitude  of  the  place  of  observation. 

The  fundamental  principle  of  the  method  may  be  briefly 
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Stated  as  foUows.*  Let  PZ,  Fig.  45,  be  the  meridian;  SZ8' 
the  prime  vertical  of  the  observer ;  SMS' 
the  diurnal  circle  of  a  star  which  crosses 
the  meridian  between  the  zenith  and  the 
equator.  Such  a  star  crosses  the  prime 
vertical  above  the  horizon  at  two  points 
S  and  S'  on  opposite  sides  of  the  zenith 
and  at  equal  distances  from  the  meridian. 

If  then  we  observe  the  transits   at  these  , 

two  points  with  an  instrument  perfectly  adjusted  in  the  prime 
vertical,  and  note  the  times  by  a  clock  whose  rate  is  well  known,  i 

we  determine  the  hour  angle  ZPS'  =  <,  which  is  equal  to  one- 
half  the  elapsed  sidereal  time  between  the  two  observations; 
and,  therefore,  in  the  right  triangle  PZS'  we  know  this  angle 
and  the  hypothenuse  PS'  ==  90°  —  i,  from  which  we  find  the 
side  PZ  =  90®  —  (p ;  whence  the  formula 

tan  «?  =  tan  ^  sec  t 

in  which  f  is  the  latitude.  It  is  evident  that  only  those  stars 
can  be  observed  on  tlie  prime  vertical  whose  declinations  are 
between  0  and  tp.  The  nearer  the  observations  to  the  zenith,  that 
is,  the  less  the  difference  between  the  declination  and  the  latitude, 
the  less  the  effect  of  errors  in  the  observed  times  upovi  the  value 
of  sec  ^,  and,  consequently,  up<m  the  computed  latitude. 

The  advantage  of  this  method  of  finding  the  latitude  lies 
chiefly  in  the  facility  with  which  all  the  instrumental  errors  may 
be  eliminated  by  using  the  instrument  alternately  in  opposite 
positions  of  the  rotation  axis,  reversing  it  either  between  the 
observations  on  two  different  stars  or  between  observations  of 
the  same  star,  or  using  it  in  one  position  on  one  night  and  in 
the  reverse  position  on  the  same  stars  on  another  night.  Dif- 
ferent methods  of  reduction  apply  to  these  several  methods  of 
observation,  which  will  be  hereafter  investigated.  We  must  first 
show  how  to  place  the  instrument  in  or  near  the  prime  vertical. 

175.  Approximate  ac^iiatmeni  in  the  prime  vertical — The  middle 
thread  must  be  carefully  adjusted  in  the  collimation  axis,  or  as 
nearly  so  as  possible.  Then  compute  the  sidereal  time  of  pass- 
ing the  prime  vertical  for  some  star  whose  declination  is  small, 

»  See  also  Vol.  I.  Arts.  192  and  198. 
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that  is,  a  star  which  passes  the  prime  vertical  at  a  low  altitude. 
If  t  =  the  hour  angle  in  the  prime  vertical,  d  =  the-  declination, 
and  f  =  the  assumed  latitude,  we  have 

COB  t  =  tan  d  cot  ^ 

and,  if  a  =  the  star's  right  ascension,  0  =  the  sidereal  time  of 
passing  the  prime  vertical, 

for  east  transit ) 


-.  _  .  f  —  lor  east  transit ) 


At  this  time,  therefore,  by  the  clock  (allowing  for  the  correction 

of  the  clock),  bring  the  middle  thread  upon  the  star,  observing 

to  keep  the  rotation  axis  as  nearly  horizontal  as  possible.    The 

zenith  distance  at  which  the  star  will  be  observed  may  also  be 

previously  computed,  to  facilitate  the  finding.    For  this  purpose 

we  have 

sind 

COB  Z  =  -: 

which  gives  the  true  zenith  distance,  from  which  we  should  sub- 
tract  the  refraction  in  the  case  of  very  low  stars. 

After  the  instrument  has  thus  been  brought  near  the  prime 
vertical  by  one  star,  the  rotation  axis  should  be  carefully  levelled, 
and  the  adjustment  verified  by  another  star.  In  the  first  adjust- 
ment the  frame  of  the  instrument  would  be  moved ;  but  in  the 
second  only  the  V  which  is  provided  with  a  small  motion  in 
azimuth.  When  the  instrument  is  provided  with  a  graduated 
horizontal  circle,  the  most  satisfactory  method  is  to  adjust  it 
first  in  the  meridian  and  then  revolve  it  in  azimuth  90°. 

In  preparing  for  an  observation  on  the  extreme  threads,  -we 
must  know  the  interval  required  by  the  star  to  pass  from  one  of 
these  to  the  middle  thread.  It  will  be  shown  hereafter  that  if 
i  =  the  equatorial  interval  of  the  sidereal  thread  from  the  middle, 
the  corresponding  star  interval  /,  near  the  prime  vertical,  will  be 
nearly 

1= — I — =    ' 

sin  f  COB  ^  sin  t       sin  ^  sin  z 

and  it  is  easily  shown  that  when  the  hour  angle  t  becomes  ^  d=  Z 
the  zenith  distance  becomes  z  ±  15/coSf,  where  the  factor  15 
is  used  to  reduce  /from  time  to  arc.  The  first  observation  on  a 
side  thread  at  the  east  transit  will,  therefore,  be  expected  about  1 
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seconds  before  the  time  of  transit  already  computed,  and  at  a 
greater  zenith  distance  by  about  15  /  cos  if ;  while  the  first  ob- 
servation at  the  west  transit  will  also  be  expected  /  seconds 
before  the  time  of  transit  computed,  but  nearer  the  zenith  by 
about  15/ cos  ^.  These  simple  calculations  are  accurate  enough 
for  the  purpose  of  preparing  for  the  observation.  When  the 
intervals  of  the  threads  are  not  known  at  first,  they  will  be 
obtained  accurately  enough  from  the  early  observations  for  sub- 
sequent use  in  finding  stars. 

For  stars  whose  declination  is  very  nearly  equal  to  the  latii- 
tude^  the  zenith  distance  and  hour  angle  on  the  prime  vertical, 
may  be  more  accurately  computed  by  the  formulae 


i/sin  («p  —  5)  sin  («p  +  ^)              .    -       sin  z 
em  z  =  y- ^^ ^ ^^-—^ — -  sm  t  = 

sinf  cos^ 

176.  Correction  for  inclination  of  the  axis. — ^When  the  rotation 
axis  is  in  the  meridian,  but  is  inclined  to  the  horizon,  the  great 
circle  described  by  the  coUimation  axis  is  still  perpendicular  to 
the  meridian,  but  intersects  it  in  a  point  whose  angular  distance 
from  the  zenith  of  the  observer  is  precisely  equal  to  the  inclina- 
tion of  the  rotation  axis.  This  point  may  be  called  the  zenith  of 
the  instrument;  and  the  great  circle  described  by  the  collimation 
axis,  the  prime  vertical  of  ihe  instrument.    If  we  put 

f^  =  latitude  of  the  zenith  of  the  instrament, 
f  =       '*  "      observer, 

b  =  inclinalion  of  the  rotation  axis,  positive  when  north 
end  is  elevated, 
we  have 

f  =  /  +  * 

and  the  only  consideration  of  the  level  correction  required  in 
this  case  is  to  apply  it  directly  to  the  latitude  found  from  the 
instrument  by  the  same  methods  that  are  used  when  the  axis  is 
truly  horizontal. 

But  if  the  rotation  axis  is  not  in  the  meridian,  nor  the  middle 
thread  in  the  collimation  axis,  the  simple  solution  given  in*  Art. 
174  requires  some  modification.  I  proceed  now  to*  consider 
the  instrument  in  the  most  general  manner,  with  deviations  in 
azimuth,  level,  and  collimation,  and  to  show  how  to  eliminate 
the  effects  of  these  deviations. 
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the  great  circle  APZ''. 


177.  lb  find  ike  laUtitdt  from  the  oksetved  times  of  transit  of  a 
ywen  sftar  over  a  given  thread  east  «wrf  west  of  the  meridiany  the  rota^ 

Hon  ^uds  being  in  the  same  position  ai  both 
observations.^-^Ijet  the  rotation  axis  lie 
in  the  vertical  circle  ZAy  Fig.  46,  and 
ftappoee  the  north  end  elevated,  bo 
that  the  great  circle  of  the  instrament 
id  E'Z'^W\  and  a  thread  at  the  dis- 
tance c  BoUth  of  the  coUimation  axis 
describes  the  small  circle  SS'.  Let  A 
be  the  point  in  which  the  rotation  axis 
produced  meetB  the  celestial  sphere, 
and  through  A  and  the  pole  P  draw 
This  great  circle  Ss  peipendicular  to 
E'Z''  TF',  and  the  observations  of  the  star  on  the  thread  at  S  and 
S'  are  equally  distant  from  it.  We  may  call  PZ"  the  meridian, 
E'Z*'  TT'  the  prime  vertical,  and  Z*'  the  zenith  of  the  instrvmenL 
Now,  the  equations  (78)  and  (79)  of  Art.  123^  being  entirely 
general,  apply  to  the  instrument  in  this  position,  but  it  is  con- 
venient to  make  some  modifications  of  the  notation.  The  point  A 
being  now  near  the  north  point  of  the  horizon,  its  azimuth  is 
nearly  zero  and  its  hour  angle  nearly  180^.    If  we  put 

the  azimuth  of  A  =  96*»  +  («)=  —  a,  or  (a)  =  —  (90*  -f  a) 
the  hour  angle  of  ^4  =  90^  —  m  =  ISO®  +  A,  or  m  =  — '(90'»  -f  k) 

where  we  distinguish  the  a  of  the  equations  (78)  by  enclosing  it 
in  brackets ;  then  a  is  the  small  azimuth  of  the  rotation  axis 
reckoned  from  the  north  towards  the  east,  and  X  is  the  hour  angle 
of  the  meridian  of  the  instrument  (or,  as  we  might  call  it,  the 
west  longitude  of  the  instrument) ;  and  the  substitution  of  these 
quantities  in  equations  (78)  gives 


cos  n  cos  A  =r  —  sin  ft  cos  f  -{-  cos  b  cos  a  sin  f 
cos  n  sin  A  =      cos  b  sin  a 

sin  n  =:      sin  6  sin  <p  -f-  cos  b  cos  o^cOd  f 


ate) 


a«id  as  r  in  (79)  is  the  hour  «ngle  east  of  the  mieridian,  While  it 
is  here  more  convenient  to  reckson  it,  in  the  usual  manner, 
towards  the  we6t,  we  sImiU  change  its  sign,  so  that  the  factor 
sin  (r  —  m)  will  bee0fiai!<e 


Biii(—  T  +  90®  +  A)=:  cos(t  —  A) 
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and  the  equation  (79)  will  become 

sin  0  =  —  sin  n  sin  ^  -f  cos  n  coB  d  cos  (r  —  X)  (1^6) 

For  the  convenience  of  future  reference,  I  shall  here  recapitulate 
Uie  notation  used  in  these  our  fundamental  equations :  namely, 

^  =£=  the  latitude  of  the  place  of  observation,  positive  when 

north; 
S  =  the  declination  of  the  star,  positive  when  north; 
r  =  the  hour  angle  of  the  star; 
a  3=  the  azimuth  of  the  rotation  axis,  positive  when  east  of 

north; 
b  s=  the  inclination  of  the  rotation  t^is,  positive  when  the  north 

^nd  is  elevated; 
c  =  the  collimation  constant  of  a  thread,  positive  when  the 

thread  is  n^A*  of  the  oolHmation  axis; 
I  =  the  longitude  of  the  meridian  of  the  instrument,  positive 

when  west; 
n  :=  the  declination  of  the  north  end  of  the  axis. 

K,  further,  when  the  star  is  observed  at  both  the  east  and  west 
transits,  we  put 

r,  r'  =  the  hour  angles  of  the  east  and  west  observations, 
respectively; 
r,  T'  =  the  ciock^  times  of  observation ; 
'  aT,aT'=  the  corresponding  clock  corrections; 
a  =  the  right  ascension  of  the  star; 
2^=  the  elapsed  sidereal  time  between  the  east  and 
west  observations  on  the  same  thread;  * 

^e  have 

T=  T+  ^T^a  t'  =  T'  +  CkT  ^  a 

X  =  ilT  +  ^T'  +  T+  aT)— a 
whence      6  =  7^  —  X:=  X  —  r 

We  see  tisat  ^  will  be  well  determined  when  the  clock  rofe,  or 
6iT'  —  A T,  is  known ;  but  to  find  X  we  must  also  know  the  clock 
correction  and  the  star's  right  ascension. 


*  When  the  thread  ifl  north  of  the  prime  yertiosl,  the  smaU  circle  of  the  sphere 
wkieh  eorresponds  to  it  is  9&uth  <tt  the  pHae  -wrticiX,  and  vice  verta. 
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ISTow,  let  h  and  fi  be  assumed  so  as  to  satisfy  the  conditions 

A  BID  ^  =  sin  b 

h  cos  fi  =  C066  COB  a 

then  the  equations  (165)  become 

cos  n  COB  il  =  A  sin  (f  —  fi)  ^ 

cos  n  sin  il  =  cos  6  sin  a  >    (167) 

Bin  n  =  A  COB  (^  —  fi)  ) 

Substituting  in  (166)  the  values  of  cos  n,  sin  n,  given  by  these 
equations,  and  also  cos  (r  —  i)  =  cos  (>l  —  r')  =  cos  ^,  we  have 

Bin  0  =  —  h  coB(f  —  fi)  Bin  d  '}'  h  sin  (^  —  /9) cos  d r 

COB  A 

to  reduce  which  we  assume  h'  and  f'  to  satisfy  the  conditions 

h'  sin  f '  =  sin  ^ 

-,  ,  J,  cos*  y   (168) 

A  COS  0'  =  COS  ^  r  '      ^       ^ 

COB  X 

which  transform  the  preceding  equation  into 

Bin  c  =  hh'  sin  (^  —  f'  —  ff) 
whence 

sine 


6in(f  —  f'— /9)=: 


*A' 


But,  as  c  is  never  more  than  15',  and  A'  =  -: — :  will  never  be  less 

Bin  f ' 

thaiv^,  while  A  differs  from  unity  only  by  a  quantity  depending 
upon  sin*  a,  the  angle  f  —  f ' "~  i^  will  never  exceed  SO' :  so  that 
we  may  write,  without  sensible  error, 

,  c  sin  ^' 

sm  d 

To  find  j9,  we  have 

tan  fi  =  tan  b  sec  a 

or,  since  b  is  only  a  few  seconds  and  a  but  a  few  minutes, 

fi  =  b 

and  y'  is  determined  by  (168),  which  give 

tan  f>'  =  tan  ^  see  *  cos  X  (169) 
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and  then  we  have 

,  ,    I    ,   c  sin  0' 
9  =  9' +b  +  —r-j-  (170) 

Bin  d 

It  is  evident  that  the  factor  cos  i  in  (169)  corrects  for  azimuth 
deviation,  the  term  b  in  (170)  for  inclination  of  the*  rotation  axis, 

and  the  term  — : — --  for  the  distance  of  the  thread  from  the  col- 
1.       ..  .      sm  o 

lunation  axis. 

In  these  equations,  i>  and  X  are  obtained  from  the  observed 
times  on  the  same  thread,  the  rotation  axis  being  in  the  same 
position  at  the  two  observations.  The  constant  c  has  then  the 
same  sign  at  both  observations,  +  for  north  threads,—  for  south 
threads;  and  its  value  must  be  known  for  each  thread.  We 
deduce  then,  by  (169)  and  (170),  from  each  thread  separately,  a 
value  of  the  latitude,  and  take  the  mean  of  all  the  results  as  the 
latitude  given  by  the  instrument  in  this  position  of  the  axis.  But 
if  the  pivots  are  unequal  the  striding  level  does  not  give  the 
true  value  of  b  directly.  (See  Art.  137.)  Moreover,  the  constant 
e  is  composed  of  the  equatorial  interval  of  the  given  thread  from 
the  middle  thread  combined  with  the  coUimation  constant  of  the 
middle  thread,  and  will,  therefore,  involve  both  the  error  in  the 
determination  of  the  interval  and  in  the  adjustment  for  coUi- 
mation. 

Now,  to  eliminate  all  these  instrumental  errors,  repeat  the 
observations  on  the  same  star  on  a  subsequent  night  in  the 
reverse  position  of  the  axis.  Let  p  be  the  (unknown)  correction 
for  inequality  of  pivots,  q  the  (unknown)  correction  of  c  for  error 
in  the  interval  of  thread  and  coUimation  adjustment;  let  y?',  jp" 
be  the  latitudes  ^ven  by  (169)  for  the  same  star  on  different 
nights  and  in  reverse  positions  of  the  axis ;  6,  b'  the  inclinations 
of  the  rotation  axis  given  by  the  spirit  level.  The  true  inclina- 
tions are  b  +  p  and  6'  —  p,  and  the  true  value  of  the  coUimation 
constant  for  the  given  thread  is  c  +  j :  so  that  in  the  first  posi- 
tion of  the  axis  we  have 


?  =  /+»+!>  +  (<:  +  ?) 


sin  d 
and  in  the  second  position,  U.      jjf  Of^wMff^ 


jf 


sm  d  ^^ 


and  the  mean  of  these  is 
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80  that  the  inequality  of  pivots  is  wholly  eliminated,  and  the 
error  of  thread  and  coUimation  is  reduced  to  the  term 

f  rrin  y  ^  sin  y^  ^  g  sin  (/ ^  y^Q  cos  y  .^^.. 
21         sin  a         J  2  sin  a  ^         ^^ 

which  for  q  =  1",  y'  —  y"  =  1°,  is  0".008  cos  f  cosec  dy  and  that 
part  of  this  small  quantity  which  depends  on  the  collimation  of 
the  middle  thread  will  have  different  signs  for  north  and  south 
threads,  and  will  also  wholly  disappear  from  the  mean.  There 
will  remain,  therefore,  in  the  result  only  that  part  of  this  term 
which  depends  on  the  errors  of  the  thread  intervals.  As  the 
thread  intervals  can  easily  be  determined  in  the  meridian  within 
1",  this  remaining  error  in  the  latitude  will  be  insensible  in 
practice,  and  we  may  assume  the  mean  of  two  nights'  observa* 
tions  to  be  wholly  free  from  the  instrumental  errors. 

There  remain  yet  the  errors  of  observation  and  of  the  clock. 
Tliese  affect  both  the  angles  d^  and  L  As  X  is  always  small,  their 
effect  will  not  generally  be  appreciable  in  cos  ^  and  their  effect 
in  sec  «>  will  be  less  the  nearer  the  star  is  to  the  zenith ;  for  the 
clock  errors  that  appear  in  e?  are  only  the  variations  of  raiCy  and 
the  less  the  interval  the  less  the  effect  of  these  upon  f9»  and,  at 
the  same  time,  the  less  the  aiigle  ^  the  less  effect  will  any  change 
in  d^  produce  in  sec  ^. 

The  expression  for  the  error  in  f  resulting  from  an  error  w  ^ 
is  found  by  differentiating  (169) ;  whence 

d^  sec'y'  =  d^  tan  d  sec  ^  tan  ^  cos  X  =  d^  tan/  tan  ^ 

or  nearly 

dip  =  —  sin  2  y  tan  d 
^        2  ^ 

and  sin  2  f  is  greatest  for  f  =  45^,   in  which   case  we  have 

d(p  =  -T-  tani>.    For  ^  =  l\da>  =  d»X  0.13;  or  an  error  in  *of 

1*  =  15"  produces  an  error  in  ^  of  less  than  2".  If  we  assume, 
then,  that  &  can  always  be  obtained  within  1',  we  ought  to  expect 
the  mean  of  the  latitudes  obtained  in  two  nights  from  the  same 
thread  and  with  the  same  star  to  agree  with  that  found  in  the 
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same  way  from  any  other  thread,  within  2",  when  the  observa* 
tions  are  taken  within  one  hour  of  the  meridian,  Thia,  in  fact, 
is  the  experience  of  observers  in  the  use  of  this  method. 

Finally,  the  latitude  is  affected  by  an  error  in  the  tabulated 
declination  of  the  star.  When  ^  <  45®,  the  error  in  the  latitude 
ia  always  greater  than  the  error  of  the  declination ;  but  when 
ip  >  45°,  the  error  in  the  latitude  will  be  less  than  the  error  in 
the  declination,  if  we  use  stars  whose  declinations  fall  between 
the  limits  90°  and  90°  —  y?^  as  will  be  seen  at  once  by  examining 
the  equation 

df  3?s  dli  •  — — -- 
sm  2d 

which  is  found  by  differentiating  (169)  with  reference  to  <p  and  S^, 
It  is  evident,  therefore,  that  this  method  is  better  suited  to  higb 
latitudes  than  to  low  ones,  although  satisfactory  results  may  be 
obtained  by  it  even  in  latitudes  not  greater  than  30^.. 

178.  Instead  of  deducing  a  valne  of  the  latitude « from  each 
thread,  it  is  usually  more  oonvenient  to  reduce  tiie  observations 
on  the  several  threads  to  the  middle  thready  and  then  to  find  the 
value  of  the  latitude  from  the  mean.  This  value  will,  of  course, 
be  the  same  as  the  mean  of  the  several  values  found  from  the 
threads  individually.  I  proceed,  therefore,  tt>  investigate  the 
formula  for  reducing  the  observations  ouithe  side  threads  to  the 
middle  thread. 

Let 

t  =  the  equatorial  interval  of  auy  given  thread  north  of  the 

middle  thread, 
7=  the  corresponding  star  interval, 

then,  r  being  the  hour  angle  of  the  star  when  on  the  middle 
thread,  r  —  /is  its  hour  angle  when  on  the  given  thread :  so  that 
e  now  denoting  the  coUimation  constant  of  the  middle  thread, 
and,  consequently,  c  +  i  being  now  put  for  e  in  (166),  we  have 

sin  (i  -|^  c)  ;=  —  sia  n  9in  ^  -f  o<mi  n  eol^4  wK^^~  ^' —  A 

while  for  the  middle  thread  we  have 

sin  e  =3  -^  sin  »  sin  d  4*  eoa  11  00s  d  eoft{r  -^  Xy 

The  difference  of  these  equations  gives 

2  cos  (i  t  4-  tf)  sin  it  =z=  2  oos  n  eoa  ^  sin  (r  -^  i  <>—  \T)%m\I 
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In  th?  first  member,  since  i  and  c  are  both  small,  we  may  pnt 
2  cos  i  I  sin  }  ij  or  sin  i,  and  hence 

28in  }/  = 


COB  n  cos  ^  sin  (r  —  Jl  —  J  /) 

If  the  azimuth  a  of  the  instrument  is  even  as  great  as  20'  (and 
it  will  always  be  much  less),  it  is  easily  shown  that  log  h  in  (167) 
will  not  be  less  than  9.999993,  that  is,  it  will  not  change  the 
fifth  decimal  place  by  a  unit  in  the  computation  of  log  cosn; 
and,  as  this  degree  of  accuracy  is  evidently  even  more  than  suf- 
ficient in  computing  /,  we  shall  here  take  cos  n  =  sin  (^  —  6),  and 
hence 

2  sin  1  /  = ^~ (171) 

sin  (f  —  b)  cos  ^  sin  (t  —  Jl  —  J/) 

This  very  exact  formula  will  be  required,  however,  only  where 
the  star  is  very  near  the  zenith.  In  most  cases  we  can  employ 
sin ^  for  sin (f  —  b)  and  put  ^/instead  of  its  sine. 

When  the  star  has  been  observed  on  the  middle  thread,  both 
east  and  west  of  the  meridian,  we  may  find  r  —  X  =  d^  with 
sufiicient  accuracy  for  computing  the  reductions  of  the  threads, 
by  taking  the  half  difierence  of  the  observed  times  on  this 
thread ;  and  hence  the  formula  will  be 

2  sin  }  /  = ^^ (172) 

sin  (^  —  6)  cos  d  sin  (d  —  }  /) 


or,  in  most  cases, 


/  = (172*) 

sin  ^  cos  ^  sin  (*  —  }  7) 


In  applying  these  formulae,  the  signs  of  «,  J,  and  t^  must  be 
carefully  observed.  Thus,  t  will  be  positive  for  north  and 
negative  for  south  threads;  t>  positive  for  a  star  west,  and 
negative  for  a  star  east  of  the  meridian.  The  value  of  /  re- 
quired in  the  second  member  may  be  found  with  sufiicient 
accuracy  from  the  observations  themselves;  and,  in  order  to 
iObtain  it  with  the  proper  sign,  it  is  to  be  observed  that  the  ob- 
?«erved  time  on  the  given  thread  is  always  to  be  subtracted  from 
ithat  on  the  middle  thread. 

Having  reduced  the  several  observations  to  the  middle  thread 
•by  adding  the  values  of  /  thus  found,  the  means  of  the  results 
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for  the  east  and  west  transits,  respectively,  will  now  be  denoted 
by  T  and  T',  after  which  i>  and  I  will  be  accurately  found,  and 
the  latitude  computed  precisely  as  in  the  preceding  article.  The 
quantity  c  in  equation  (170)  will  now  denote  the  coUimation  con- 
stant of  the  middle  thread. 

The  level  constant  should  be  determined  both  before  and  after 
each  transit  east  and  west,  and  the  mean  of  the  four  values 
employed  for  6,  particular  care  being  required  in  the  determina- 
tion of  this  quantity,  since  any  error  in  it  affects  the  resulting 
latitude  by  its  whole  amount. 

Example. — The  following  observations  were  taken  by  Hansen 
in  Heligoland  with  a  transit  instrument  in  the  prime  vertical.* 
The  hours  are  given  only  for  the  middle  thread,  and  the  observa- 
tions on  threads  VH.,  VI.,  and  V.  are  placed  immediately  below 
those  on  L,  H.,  and  HI.,  respectively. 

1824,  July  31.— C«rc/a  NwriK 


y  Drtteonit. 


I.  and  VII. 

n.  and  VI. 

III.  and  V. 

14-  28-.8 
9   26. 

27   35. 
32   37.5 

13-  36'.8 
10    13. 

28   26.8 
31^50. 

12«  46*. 
11      3.8 

29    17.5 
31      0. 

IV. 


Bast  transit  I    ^^   ^^;"    J^   j;^"    {^    '^g     ^*  ^  "  ^'• 
West     "       f    27   35.      28   26.8    29    17.5   19  30     9.8 

Clock  correction  (sidereal)  at  14*  22"»  =  -|-  !"■  47*. 40.    Daily  rate,  +  4'.  12 


Level. 


}- 
}- 


0-.40 
1.37 


1824,  August  Z.^CireU  South. 


y  DraconU, 


Bast  transit  < 
West     «       I 


I.  and  VIL 

IL  and  VI. 

ft 

IIL  andV. 

8-  57'. 
13    59. 

32    15. 
27    14. 

9-47'. 
13     9.5 

31   26. 

28     3. 

10-  36'. 
12   17.5 

30  36.5 
28   55. 

IV. 


16*  11-  27*.5 
19   29   44. 


Clock  correction  at  14*  8»  =  -f  l*  SO'.QS.     Daily  rate,  +  4».27 


LeyeL 


}-0. 


50 
03 


The  threads  are  numbered  from  the  circle  end  of  the  axis,  so 
that  for  "  circle  north"  stars  at  the  east  ti'ansit  are  observed  first 
on  thread  VII.  Their  equatorial  intervals,  as  found  by  observa- 
tions in  the  meridian,  were — 

I  n  m  V  VI  vn 

^Circle north) f,  i^82».882    +21'.657    +  10«.968    — 10*.652    —21*. 426    —  81'.672 


*  Attron,  Nach.,  Vol.  VL  p.  117.^ 
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The  value  of  one  division  of  the  level  was  2^\5  (of  arc), 
The  collimation  constant  was  c  =^  +  2'MS  (in  arc),  circle  wtih. 
The  assumed  latitude  was  f?  :=  54^  10^8. 
For  the  given  dates,  the  apparent  places  of  the  star  were-^ 

y  DraeoniM  a  $ 

1824,  July  81,  17»  52-  84'.42  +  51<>  SV  57".64 

«     Aug.  3^  «     «    84 .87  •'      "  68  .04 

We  shall  first  reduce  the  obs^rations  of  July  81.  To  compute 
the  thread  intervals,  we  find  an  approximate  value  of  i^  from  tb^ 
observed  times  on  the  middle  thread,  the  difference  of  which  is 
8*  18*  15'.8,  and,  since  in  this  time  the  clock  rate  is  +  O'.e,  we 
take  2i>  =:=  8*  18»  16*.4,  and  hence 

(Approx.)  *  =  1*  89*  8'.» 

Taking  the  differences  between  the  observed  times  on  each  side 
thread  and  that  on  the  middle  thread  for  both  the  east  and  west 
transits,  the  mean  of  the  two  values  for  each  thread  may  be  used 
as  a  sufficiently  exact  value  of  /to  be  used  in  the  second  member 

of  (172),  namely : 

I  n  m  V  VI  vn 

(Approx.)  /,  +  2«  84».8  +  !"•  42«.9  +  0"  62».2  —  0"  6(V.2  —  1*  40.6  —  2-  27'.8 
*  — J/,  1*87  50.8    1*8816.7    1*8842.1    1*8988.8    1*8968.5    1*4022.1 

whence  the  reductions  to  the  middle  thread  are,  for  the  west 
transit,  *" 

If    +2^  84'.97  +  1"»42'.74  +  0*  52'.04— O-SC.IG  — 1*40».49  —  2"28'.0l 

and  the  same  values,  with  their  signs  changed,  are  used  for  the 
east  transit  These  being  applied  to  the  observed  times,  we  have- 
West. 
19*  30-  9'.97 
9.54 
9.54 
9.80 
9.84 
9.51 
9.49 


EMt. 

I 

16» 

11" 

•  53'.83 

II 

54.06 

III 

63.96 

JV 

54.00 

V 

53.96 

VI 

53.49 

vn 

54.01 

T  = 

16 

11 

53.90 

aT  = 

+ 

1 

47.71 

r  +  Ar= 

16 

13 

41.61 

19 

81 

57.95 

i  sam  x= 

17 

52 

49.78 

a  = 

17 

52 

34.42 

.1  — 

15.86 

0» 

3' 

50" 

AT* 

>sl9 

80  9.67 
1  48  .28 

2" 

3=19 
16 

81  57 .95 
18  41 .61 

fiditr.  =    1  39    8.17 
\    =  *  =  24»  47  2".65 
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Uence,  by  (169)  and  (170), 


log  tan  d  0.0996440 
log  sec  ^  0.0419648 
log  cos  i    9.9999997 


log  c    0.3385 


log  tan  /  0.1416085  j^g  gi„  ^.    9  9089 

/==64«»10'4r.41  logcoseca   0.1064 


csih/ 


=  4-    2  .26 0.3538 


sin^ 

bz= ■-    2  .21 

^  =>  64    10  47  .46 

For  the  observations  of  August  8,  we  find,  from  the  observed 
tunes  on  the  middle  thread, 

(Approx.)  *  =  1»  89-  8«.5 

and  from  the  observed  times  cm  the  side  threads  compared  with 
the  middle  thread, 

I  n  in  T  VI  vn 

( Approx.) /,— 2'"  80.8  —  1"*4V.2   —  0"52*.0  -f  (>^49'.6  -fl»4K6  +  2»  30».8 
d  — J/,  IMO  28.9  1*89  69.1    1*89  84.6    1*88  48.7    1*38  17.7    1*37  58.1 

with  which  we  find  the  true  values  of  J  to  be  as  follows : 

/,  —  2"'  81'.28--1"«41M0— ^0»51'.61  +  ()«60«.65  -j-  1"»42M0  +  2"«81».52 

Applying  these  to  the  observed  times,  and  taking  the  means,  we 
hav^— 

East.  West. 

T  =?  16»  11-  27^.61  T  =  19»  29«  44*.81 

Ar=+     2     0.35  lT=+     2     0.94 

r  +  Ar=i6  13  27.96         !r'+Ar'=i9  31  45.75 

X=:   0^  (y  37".  ^=24^47'  13".5 

With  these  we  find,  taking  now  c  =  —  2'M8, 

/  =  540  10'  50".25 

^^^*=        -    2.86 
sin  d 

6=         —    1.91 


f=M    10  46.08 


The  mean  of  the  results  in  the  two  positions  of  the  instrument 
is,  therefore,  f  =  54®  10'  46".77.  From  numerous  observations 
of  the  same  kind,  Hansen  found  f  =  64®  10'  46".53. 
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179.  To  find  the  latitude  token  the  instrument  is  reversed  between  the 
east  and  west  transits  of  the  same  star  on  the  same  night, — ^Reduce  the 
observations  to  the  middle  thread,  and  let  T  and  T'  be  the  mean 
of  the  resulting  clock  times  at  the  east  and  west  transits^  respect- 
ively. K  the  middle  thread  was  north  of  the  coUimation  axis  at 
the  east  transit,  it  willbe  south  of  that  axis  at  the  west  transit, 
and  the  interval  T'  —  Twill  be  sensibly  the  same  as  the  interval 
between  the  two  transits  over  the  coUimation  axis  itself.  We 
may,  therefore,  compute  the  latitude  precisely  as  in  the  preceding 
method,  and  regard  c  as  zero.    Thus,  our  formulas  will  be 

tan  f'  =  tan  d  sec  ^  cos  k  (    v  '^ 

in  which  b  is  the  mean  of  the  level  determinations  in  the  two 
positions  of  the  axis,  and  is,  therefore,  free  from  the  error  of 
inequality  of  pivots.  This  method,  then,  enables  us  to  obtain 
from  the  observations  of  a  single  night  a  value  of  the  latitude 
free  from  all  the  instrumental  errors.*  We  may  remark  here  that 
the  result  by  this  method,  as  well  as  the  mean  of  the  results  of 
two  observations  in  reverse  positions  of  the  axis  by  the  preceding 
method,  is  free  from  errors  arising  from  flexure  of  the  rotation 
axis. 

Example. — ^The  following  observations  were  taken  at  Cron- 
stadt  with  a  transit  instrument  in  the  prime  vertical,  the  axis  of 
which  was  reversed  between  the  east  and  west  transits. 


1848,  August 

9 :  Cronstadt.     Assumed  ^  — 

590  69'.5. 

E. 
W. 

Clrele  South. 

I 

n 

in 

IV 

v 

LereL 

y  C<U9iopem 
6  CoM^iopete 

18-  23*. 
20    82. 

17-  46«. 
28      6. 

0»  24-  €•. 
0  26   21. 

81-82*. 
29    19. 

4-6.56 

82-  44«. 

Clreto  North. 
X  CauiopeK 

6  Catnopem 

57-  86*. 

1-   2*. 
0    45. 

1*  9-  65». 
2    4    11. 

15-  26*. 
7      0. 

20-21'. 
9    50. 

r — 2".lo 

1  —  2.08 
f  — 1  .60 

l-i.io 

*  There  is  a  theoretical  inaccuracy  in  finding  A,  since  this  quantity  will  be  affected 
by  the  coUimation  error;  but  the  error  will  haye  no  sensible  effect  upon  the  cosine  of 
80  small  a  quantity,  unless  c  is  unusually  large.  It  will,  indeed,  be  always  inappre- 
ciable when  the  obseryer  has  bestowed  ordinary  care  upon  the  ac^ustment  of  the 
middle  thread. 
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The  level  was  observed  before  the  east  transit  of  y  Oassiop.  and 
after  that  of  d  Cassiop, :  so  that  the  mean  6  =  +  5".46  "will  be 
used  for  both  stars  at  the  east  transit.  But  at  the  west  transit 
the  level  was  observed  before  and  after  each  star :  so  that  for 
X  Cassiop.  at  this  transit  we  shall  use  6  =  —  2".09,  and  for 
8  Cassiop.,  6  =  —  1".80. 

The  threads  are  numbered  from  the  circle  end  of  the  axis, 
and  thread  I.  was  first  observed  at  both  the  east  and  west 
transits.   The  equatorial  mtervals  from  the  middle  thread  were— ^ 

I  II  r^  V 

(Circle  North)    t,  +  34'.40  +  18'.74  —  16M4  —  33'.33 

The  Qollimation  constant,  as  found  from  observations  in  the 
meridian,  was  c  =  +  4".50  (in  arc)  for  "circle  south." 

The  chronometer  correction  (sidereal)  was  +  80*.20  at  0*  24* ; 
its  daily  rate,  +  0*.90. 

The  apparent  places  of  the  stars  for  this  date  were — 

a  6 

r  Cassiopece,  0»  47*  21*.49  +  59^  62'  2".3 
a  CassiopeiB,  1   15    40 .88  -f  59**  25  6  .2 

To  reduce  the  observations  of  y  Cassiopece^  we  first  find  the 
approximate  value  of  d^  from  the  differe^^ce  of  the  observed  times 
on  the  middle  thread  to  be 

*  =  0»  22*  54'.5 

from  which  we  find,  by  (1T2),  the  reductions  of  the  side  threads 
to  the  middle  thread  to  be  as  follows : 

I  11  IV  V 

r  Cassiop.  B.     +  10-  43'.2    +  6-  19'.7    —  7-  23'.9  

"       W.  +8    65.6    —5    32.2    — 10- 26'.4 

Applying  these,  and  proceeding  by  (ITS),  we  find, — 
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But 

Watt. 

I      0»  «4-  6'.2 

->_-_• 

II                 6.7 

1    9  67.6 

m                 6.0 

65.0 

IV                 8.1 

58.8 

V 

64.6 

T—0  24   6.6 

7^=1    9  55.8 

aT=      +80.2 

a2"=     +80.2 

T  +  A.T=t(i  24  86.7 

2"+ Ar'=110  25.5 

1  10  25.5 

0  24  86 .7 

J  snin  —  0  47  81 .1 

/  }  diff.  =  0  22  54  .4 
\    =  *  =  6"  48' 86". 

a  =  0  47  21 .6 

Jlss            9.6 

=  0*  2'  24". 

log 

tan  9 

0.2M2409 

log 

sec  ^ 

0.0021729 

log 

OOBl 

9.9999999 

log 

tan  fo' 

0.2884187 

f'^ 

:  59<»  59*  29".78 

ft  =t  i  (5".46  —  2".09)  = 

+    1  .69 

^  =  69    59  31  .47 

The  observations  of  y  Cassiop&B,  redyiced  in  the  same  manner, 
give  if  =  59^  69'  80".98f  and  the  mean  is  ^  =  59«  59'  81''.28. 

The  preceding  methods  of  reduction  leave  nothing  to  b^ 
desired  when  the  intervale  of  the  threads  are  known.  When, 
however,  these  are  unknown,  we  may  resort  to  one  or  the  other 
of  the  following  methods,  according  to  the  nature  of  the  obsei^ 
vation. 

180.  To  find  the  latitude  from  the  observed  transits  of  a  star  over  the 
prime  verticalj  east  and  west  of  the  meridiany  when  the  instrument  is 
reversed  only  between  the  observations  of  different  nights^  the  intervals 
of  the  threads  being  unkmwn^ 

Put 

c  =  the  distance  of  any  thread  from  the  collimation  axis, 
^^=  I  the  elapsed  sidereal  time  between  the  east  and 
west  transits  over  the  same  thread  when  the  circle 
or  finder  is  north, 
^  =  ditto  for  the  same  star  when  the  axis  is  reversed, 
6^,  b^  =  the  level  constants  in  the  two  positions; 

then,  by  (169)  and  (170),  we  shall  have 


IN  THB  PKIMK  VERTICAL.  255 

tan  f  ^  =  tan  d  Bee  ^^  cos  A 
tan  f  ^  ss:  tan  ^  aec  0^  cob  A 

f'  =  f -  +  ^  + 


Bin  S 


The  last  two  equations  involve  but  two  unknown  quantities, 
f  and  c,  both  of  which  may,  therefore,  be  determined.    Put 


ft.  +  f .  +  ft.) 
^  -  y.  -  ft.) 

then  oxir  eqaations  become 

f  —  f.= 

« 

Bin  ^ 

40    .*.    «0       — . 

(?  Bin  fL 

Bin  d 

Multiplying  the  first  by  sin  ^,,  the  second  by  sin  ^^,  and  adding 
them  together,  we  find 


f  —  S?,  =  —  r 


\'^^'^^A  =  -r^nH9.-9.)ootH9.  +  ^ 
Lsm  ^^  -f-  Bin  f  ^ 


Since  J*  is  very  nearly  equal  to  J  (f  ^  —  y,),  the  second  member  of 
this  equation  involves  ihe  square  of  fy  ^^d  is,  consequently,  an 
exceedingly  small  quantitjy,  in  computing  which  we  may,  evi- 
dently, put  y  =  i(f ,  —  f ,)  and  substitute  f  f(»- 1  (^.  +  fJh  whereby 

we  obtain 

9  =  f^  —  J  /^  sin  1'^  cot  f 

This  method  may,  therefore,  be  expressed  by  the  following 

equations : 

tan  ^^  :£=  tan  d  sec  6^  cos  A 

tan  f^  =  tan  d  sec  ^,  oos  A 

9o  =  H9^  +  K+^^.+  \)  )    (174) 

^^  =  I  (f^  —  ^J«  Bin  1"  cot  f 
in  whidbi  the  assumed  value  of  f  may  be  used  in  computing  Af . 

• 

181.  In  this  form  of  the  method,  only  pairs  of  observations 
of  the  same  star  made  on  difiSsrent  nights  in  reverse  positions  of 
the  axis  can  be  reduced.  But  it  often  ha{)penfi  that  the  observa' 
tion  on  a  thread  is  lost^  and  the  corresponding  observatioii  on 
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the  same  thread  in  the  reverse  position  of  the  axis  becomes  useless. 
In  order  to  avail  ourselves  of  ^very  observation,  we  may,  after  a 
sufficient  number  of  observations  have  been  made  on  the  same 
star,  determine  for  this  star  the  mean  difference  between  tp  and 
9n  +  K  *^d  between  (p  and  y ,  +  6,,  and  these  differences  may  be 
used  to  reduce  the  observations  on  the  several  nights  independ- 
ently of  each  other.     Thus,  if  we  put 

each  complete  pair  of  observations  on  two  nights  furnishes  a 
value  of  u^if  and  L/p^  and,  the  mean  of  all  being  taken,  any  indi- 
vidual observation  may  be  reduced  by  the  formulae 

tan  f ^=r  tan  ^  sec  ^^cos  X  f  =  f,  -P  ^«  +  ^^ 

or,        tan  f  ^  =  tan  d  sec  *^  cos  I  f  =  f ,  +  ^,  +  ^,  S^ 

This  method  of  reduction  is  given  by  Professor  Peircb.* 

182.  The  quantity  >l,  which  is  the  difference  between  the  right 
ascension  of  the  star  and  the  mean  of  the  sidereal  times  of  obser- 
vation on  the  same  thread  east  and  west  of  the  meridian,  should 
have  the  same  or  nearly  the  same  value  throughout  the  series  of 
observations,  since  any  change  of  sufficient  magnitude  to  affect 
the  value  of  cos>l  sensibly  will  give  different  values  of  ip^  or  ^,, 
and,  consequently  also  of  a^^p  or  a^^p,  which  are  here  supposed  to 
be  constant.  To  secure  this  condition,  the  stability  of  the  instru- 
ment in  azimuth  must  be  secured,  or  it  must  be  verified  and 
corrected  from  time  to  time  by  means  of  a  terrestrial  mark  to 
which  the  middle  thread  is  referred. 

188.  The  factor  cosi  may  be  omitted  (not  only  in  this,  but  in 
all  other  methods)  throughout  the  reduction  of  a  series  of  obser- 
vations where  it  can  be  regarded  as  constant,  and  a  small  cor- 
rection for  the  azimuth  of  the  instrument  can  be  applied  to  the 
final  mean  latitude.  If  we  denote  this  mean  by  (y),  found  by 
neglecting  the  factor  cosjl,  the  true  latitude  will  be  found  by  the 
formula 

tan  ip  =  tan  (f )  cos  I 

*  In  a  memoir  on  the  Utitnde  of  Cambridge,  Maee.,  Jfemoirt  of  Am,  Aeadtmy  of 
SeUneei,  VoL  II.  p.  1S8 
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or 

^  =  (^)  -^  J  k^An  r  Bin  2  f  (175) 

If  the  azimuth  deviation  a  is  required,  it  maj  be  found  by  the 
secoad  equation  of  (167),  which  gives,  very  nearly, 

sin  a  =  sin  I  sin  f?  (^76) 

If  the  azimuth  of  the  instrument  is  known  independently  of 
the  observations  for  latitude,  we  have,  by  substituting  a  for  >t  sin  ^, 

^  =  (^)  —  i  a«  sin  1"  cot  ^  (176*) 

184.  The  thread  intervals  may  also  be  found ;  for  the  difference 
of  the  equations  for  ^,  Art  180,  gives 

2wBi(f.+  f^cosi(s^»  — f'a) 

for  which  we  may  take 

(A^^  +  Af )  sin  d 

sin  fp  cos  A^^ 
or,  in  most  cases,  ^    (177) 

c  —  — ^ 

sin  f 

This  will  give  the  distance  of  each  thread  (the  middle  thread 
included)  from  the  eollimation  axis,  whence  we  can  deduce  the 
distance  of  each  from  the  middle  thread. 

Example. — ^Let  ns  apply  this  method  to  the  reduction  of  the 
observations  taken  at  Heligoland  by  Hansen,  given  on  p.  249. 

Beginning  with  the  observations  of  July  81,  "  circle  north, **  we 
find  1?^  for  each  thread  by  taking  half  the  difference  of  the 
observed  times  on  this  thread,  east  and  west,  and  correcting  for 
the  dock  rate  in  the  interval,  which  is  here  +  0'.28.  The  value 
of  X  may  be  found  accurately  enough  from  the  middle  thread 
alone.     Thus  we  have 

Mean  of  times  on  middle  thread  =  17*  51"*    1'.9 

Clock  corr.  =    +    1    4».0 

Sid.  time  =  17  52   49.9 
Star's  a  =  17   ^    84.4 

X  =  15 .5  =  0<>  S'  62". 

Hence  we  have  log  taad  cosA  =  0.0998437,  which  will  be  used 
for  all  the  threads^  the  value  of  log  cos  ^^  for  eadi  thread  being 
subtracted  from  it.  to  find  log  tan  f .,  as  follows  r 
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Thresd. 

*. 

log  cot  i9. 

log  Un  ^ 

f. 

I 

1»  86-  83*^8 

9.9602592 

0.1398845 

64«  2*  25".76 

II 

1  37    25.28 

9.9595210 

0.1401227 

6  12  .86 

III 

1  88    16.03 

9.9587918 

0.1408519 

7  56  .84 

IV 

1  89     8.18 

9.9580351 

0.1416086 

10  47  .48 

V 

1  89    68.88 

9.9572996 

0.1423441 

13  83  .16 

VI 

1  40    48.78 

9.9565540 

0.1430897 

16  21  .07 

VII 

1  41   86.03 

9.9558485 

0.1437952 

18  59  .87 

From  the  observations  of  August  8,  "  circle  south,"  we  find 

Mean  of  times  on  middle  thread  =  17*  60*  86'.7 

Clock  corr.  =  +     2     0  .6 

Sid.  time  =  17  62   86.3 
ft  =  17  52    84.4 

log  tan  ^  cos  i  =  0.0996457  X  = 


1 .9  =  0'  29" 


Thread. 

*. 

log  eos  ■&, 

I 

1»41- 

89'.29 

9.9557996 

II 

40 

49.79 

9.9565389 

III 

40 

0.54 

9.9572678 

IV 

39 

8.54 

9.9580299 

V 

38 

19.04 

9.9587483 

VI 

87 

27.04 

9.9594958 

VII 

36 

37.79 

9.9601968 

log  tin  f. 

^ 

0.1488461 

54»  19'  11".32 

0.1431068 

16  24  .93 

0.1423779 

13  40  .80 

0.1416158 

10  49  .07 

0.1408974 

8    7  .11 

0.1401499 

5  18  .50 

0.1394489 

2  40  .80 

"With  the  assumed  latitude  y  =  54°  lO'.S,  we  find  log  J  sin  1" 
cotf  =  8.9419,  and  the  computation  of  Af  for  each  thread  is  as 
follows : 


ThroMl. 

^ 

f.-^ 

log(^-^.)' 

log  Af 

A* 

I 

16'  45".56 

6.0046 

9.9465 

0".88 

II 

—  11  12  .57 

5.6556 

9.5975 

0  .40 

ni 

—   5  43  106 

5.0730 

9.0149 

OMO 

IV 

—  0    1  .64 

0.4296 

4.3715 

0  .00 

V 

+   6.26  .06 

6.0264 

8.9683 

0  .09 

VI 

+  11    2  .57 

5.6426 

9.5845 

0  .88 

VII 

+  16  19  .67 

6.9820 

9.9289 

0  .84 
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We  have  6^=  — 2".21,  6.=  —  1".91,  J(6.+ 6,)  =  —  2''.06; 
and  hence  the  several  values  of  the  latitude  given  by  the  different 
threads  are  found  as  follows : 


ThrMd. 

i(f^  +  «.) 

*» 

^ 

I 

54"  IC  48".54 

46".48 

45.60 

II 

48  .65 

46  .59 

46.19 

III 

48  .82 

46  .76 

46.66 

IV 

48  .25 

46  .19 

4*6.19 

V 

50  .14 

48  .08 

47.99 

VI 

49  .79 

47  .73 

47.85 

VII 

50.  09 

48.  03 

47.19 

Mean  =  46.74 

Hence  ^  =  54^  10'  46".74 ;  which  agrees  within  0".03  with  the 
result  found  on  p.  251.  The  slight  difference  is  perhaps  due  to 
small  errors  in.  the  thread  intervals  employed  in  the  former 
method. 

The  values  of  \f  and  A^f  for  each  thread  may  he  found  as 
follows : 


Thread. 

!(♦.-♦») 

l(^-*.+».-».) 

A^ 

A^ 

I 

—  8'  22".78 

—  8'  22".98 

+  8'  22".05 

—  8'  28".81 

II 

—  5  36  .29 

—  5  86  .44 

+  5  36  .04 

—  5  86  .84 

III 

2  61  .98 

—  2  52  .18 

+  2  52  .03 

— 2  52  .28 

IV 

0    0.82 

—  0    0  .97 

+  0    0  .97 

—  0    0.97 

V 

+  2  43  .08 

+  2  42  .88 

—  2  42  .97 

+  2  42  .79 

VI 

+  5  81  .29 

+  5  31  .14 

—  5  81  .62 

+  5  80  .76 

VII 

+  8    9  .79 

+  8    9.64 

—  8  10  .48 

+  8    8.80 

When  A.f  and  A.f  have  been  thus  determined  from  a  consider- 
able number  of  observations,  their  mean  values  may  be  used  to 
reduce  the  observations  of  each  night  separately. 

We  may  now  also  find  the  thread  intervals  themselves  by  the 
formula  (1T7),  which  gives 

I  II  m  rv  V  VI  VII 

C-, +82».87  +21-.66  +11*.08  +0'.06  — 10*.48  —  21v31  —  81*.61 
which  are  the  distances  from  the  collimation  axis.    The  equa- 
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toFial  intervals  of  the  M4e  threads  from  the  middle  thread  are, 
th^refore^ 

I  11  III  Y  VI  VTI 

i,     +  82*.31      +  21'.59      +  11-.02      — 10*.64     —  21*.87      —  31'.57 

which  agree  with  those  given  on  p.  249  a9  well  as  can  he  expected 
when  hut  four  observations  on  each  thread  have  been  taken. 

185.  To  find  the  latitude  firom  the  observed  transits  of  a  star  over  the 
prime  vertical  when  the  instrument  is  reversed  between  the  east  and  west 
transits^  the  intervals  of  t/ie  threads  being  unknoicn.—'Let 

TyT^^  the  hour  angles  of  the  star  on  the  same  thread  at  the 
east  and  west  transits; 

then,  c  denoting  the  distance  of  the  thread  from  the  collimation 
axis,  we  have 

—  sin  0  =  sin  n  sin  ^  —  cos  n  cos  d  cos  (r  -!-  X) 
sin  c  =  sin  n  sin.  d  —  cos  n  cos  d  cos  (t' —  X) 

the  sum  of  which  gives 

cot  n  =  tan  S  sec  J  (t'  —  r)  sec  [^  (^  +  ^)  —  ^] 

But  by  (167)  we  have 

cot  n  cos  X  =  tan  (f  —  fi) 
and  therefore 

tan  (f  —  fi)=  tan  d  sec  ^  (/  —  r)  sec  [^  (t'  +  t)  — X"]  cos  X 

in  which  fi  =  inclination  of  the  rotation  axis ;  and  in  this  case, 
if  6  and  b'  are  the  i&clinationa  in  the  two  positions,  we  take 

If  now,  to  avoid,  all  farther  consideration  pf  the-  clock  rate,  we 
suppose  all  the  observed  times  to  be  reduced  to  some  assumed 
epoch  (y)  at  which  the  clock  correction  is  aT,  and  put 

T,  T'  =  the  clock  times. on  the  given  thread  at  the  east  and 
west  ti»nsitSr  respectively^  rodjiiced  fpr  cfMte  to.  the 
assumed  epoch  (T), 

T^  Tp'=  the  same  for  the  middle  thread, 

we  have 


IN  THE   PBIMB  VERTICAL.  ^61 

andy  since  the  middle  thread  is  very  near  the  coUimation  axis, 
^  (V  —  r)  ==  ^  (  r  —  r  )  =  ^  elapsed  sid.  time, 

Hence,  if  we  adopt  the  following  more  simple  notation, 

2<^  ±z=  the  elapsed  sidereal  time  between  the  east  and  west 
observations  on  the  same  thread  =  2"  —  T^ 
t  csz  the  mean    of  the  observed    times    on    that   thread 

t^  ==  the  mean  of  the  observed  times  on  the  middle  thread 

and  put 

we  shall  have 

tan  f '  =  tan  d  sec  ^  see  y  cos  X  \    /i  70 

This  method  of  observation  and  reduction  has  the  sam^e 
advantage  as  that  of  Professor  Peirce,  in  not  requiring  a  know- 
ledge of  the  thread  intervals ;  and  it  further  enables  the  observer 
to  reduce  each  observation  independently  of  all  others,  and  thus 
to  obtain  a  definite  result  from  one  night's  work. 

Example. — ^Let  us  apply  this  method  to  the  observations  takieh 
at  Cronstadt,  given  on  p.  252, 

For  the  star  f  Cassiopece  we  have  but  three  threads  to  reduce, 
since  thread  I.  was  omitted  at  the  west  and  thread  V.  at  the  east 
transit.     For  the  others,  we  proceed  as  follows : 

^^=r  0*  47-   0*.5  log  tan  d  0.2862409 

A!r=      4-    30.2  log  cos  X  9.9999999 

Sid.  time  =  0  47    80.7  log  tan  a  cos  i  0.2862408 

ft  =  0  47    21 .5 

X  =  0    0      9.2  =  2' W 

Keglecting  the  chronometer  rate,  which  is  insensible  in  these 
intervals,  we  have 
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II 

111 

IV 

t 

0»  89-  24'. 

0»47-   O-.b 

0»  53-  29*. 

t^t,^r 

0     7    86.5 

0     0     0. 

0     6   28.5 

& 

0  21    38. 

0  22    54.5 

0  21    57. 

log  sec  Y 

0.0002893 

0.0000000 

0.0001733 

log  sec  ^ 

0.0019377 

0.0021732 

0.0019949 

log  tan  f ' 

0.2884178 

0.2884140 

0.2384090 

f' 

69"  59*  80".6 

59»  59'  29".8 

59"  bV  28".8 

Mean  f ' 

«      b 


59<^  69'  29".73 
+     1  .69 


f'  =  59    59  31  .42 

For  8  OassiopecB  we  find,  in  like  manner,  X==V  27",  log  tan  d  cos  Jl 
=  0.2284381 ;  and  from  the  several  threads, 


I 

y  0»    6-»12«. 
^  0    48    82. 
^  59<»  59*  28^8 

n                        m                       IV 
0*    8'-20'.5         0*    0^    0*.            0*    2"58».5 
0    48    49.5         0    48    55.            0    48    50.5 
69«  69*  80".l         69«  69^  28".8        69«»  69*  29".! 

Mean  f '  —  69<'  59'  28".90 

«      b—         +     2  .08 

0=69    59  30.  98 

V 
0*    6"-    1'. 
0    48    33. 
69«  6y  28''.2 

The  mean  result  by  the  two  stars  is,  then,  f  =  69®  59'  31".20, 
which  difters  only  0".08  from  the  result  found  on  p.  254,  where 
the  thread  intervals  were  used. 

186.  To  find  the  latiiude  from  the  observed  transits  of  a  star  over  the 
prime  vertical^  east  and  west  of  the  meridian^  when  the  instrument  is 
reversed^  at  each  transit^  between  the  observations  of  the  star  on  opposUe 
sides  of  the  prime  vertical.    (Struvb's  method.) 

"When  the  star  passes  near  the  zenith,  the  intervals  between 
its  transits  over  the  threads  become  sufliciently  great  to  allow 
the  observer  to  reverse  the  instrument  between  the  observations 
on  two  threads.  He  may  then,^rs<,  observe  the  star  at  the  east 
transit  on  all  the  threads  on  one  side  of  the  middle  thread  or 
prime  vertical,  and,  reversing  the  axis,  secondly ^  observe  the  star 
on  the  same  threads  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  prime  vertical ; 
then,  allowing  the  axis  to  remain  in  the  last  position,  thirdly^ 
observe  the  star  at  the  west  transit  on  the  same  threads,  and  then, 
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reversing  the  axis,  fourihli/y  observe  the  star  on  the  same  threads 
on  the  same  side  of  the  prime  vertical  as  at  first.  By  this  mode 
of  observation  the  same  thread  is  alternately  a  north  and  a  south 
thread  at  precisely  the  same  distance  from  the  coUimation  axis 
at  each  of  the  four  observations  made  upon  it.  Now,  in  the 
equation  (166)  we  have  r  —  >l  =  i  elapsed  sidereal  time  between 
the  east  and  west  transits  over  the  same  thread  in  the  same 
position  of  the  axis :  so  that,  if  we  put 

^  =r:  }  elapsed  time  between  the  two  observations  on  a  thread 

in  one  position  of  the  axis, 
t'  ==  ditto  for  the  same  thread  in  the  reverse  position  of  the 

axis, 

-we  have,  c  being  the  distance  of  this  thread  from  the  axis, 

—  sin  c  =  sin  n  sin  ^  —  cos  n  cos  S  cos  t 
sin  c  =  sin  n  sin  d  —  cos  n  cos  d  oost^ 

the  sum  of  which  gives 

cot  n  =  tan  d  sec  J  (<  -f  t')  sec  i  (t  —  f) 
But  by  (167)  we  have 

cot  n  cos  X  ==  tan  (^  —  fi) 

in  which  for  fi  we  must  here  employ  the  mean  of  the  level 
determinations  in  the  two  positions,  or  ^  =  J  (6  +  6').  Hence, 
denoting  f  —  ^  by  f\  we  find 

tan  f'  ==  tan  d  sec  i(t  +  t')  sec  i(t  —  t')  cos  il     1     n7Q'\ 

where  X  will  be  the  same  for  all  the  threads,  and  may  be  found 
with  sufficient  accuracy  from  any  single  thread  by  taking  the 
difiTerence  between  the  right  ascension  of  the  star  and  the  mean 
of  the  two  sidereal  times  of  observation  on  that  thread.* 

Each  thread  thus  gives  a  value  of  the  latitude  free  from  all  the 
instrumental  errors.  The  clock  errors,  however,  have  nearly  the 
same  effect,  as  in  all  the  other  methods :  error  in  the  clock  rate 
affects  t  and  (' ;  error  in  the  clock  correction  affects  X. 

When  there  is  time,  the  middle  thread  may  also  be  observed, 

*  Orwe  maj  neglect  the  factor  cos  A,  and  apply  a  correction  to  the  final  mean 
latitude,  as  in  Art.  1S8. 
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once  as  a  north  thresd  and  once  mb  a  south  thread,  and  the  lati- 
tude will  be  found  from  it,  aceording  to  the  method  of  the  pre- 
ceding article,  bj  the  formula 

tan  |/  =  tan  9  sect  cos  X 

where  i  will  be  one-half  the  elapsed  sidereal  time  between  the 
observations  on  the  middle  thread.  In  taking  the  mean,  the 
value  of  the  latitude  found  from  the  middle  thread  should  have 
but  one-half  the  weight  of  the  value  on  any  other  thread,  since 
it  depends  on  two  observations  instead  of  four. 

This  method  is  not  much  used  in  the  field,  as  portable  instru- 
ments, usually  not  very  firmly  mounted,  and  never  provided  with 
reversing  apparatus,  cannot  be  quickly  reversed  without  risk  of 
disturbing  the  azimuth. 

Example."^ — In  the  following  observation,  the  axis  was  re- 
versed immediately  after  the  star  had  crossed  the  middle  thread 
at  the  east  transit,  and  was  then  left  in  the  same  position  until 
after  the  star  had  crossed  the  middle  thread  at  the  west  transit, 
when  it  was  again  reversed,  and,  consequently,  restored  to  its 
first  position. 

Croii«Udt»  AttguBt  16,  184& 


1 

East  transit. 

West  transit. 

0  OMttOpotD. 

6  —  -f  1^7 

6  —  +  1".2 

Circle  S.  ] 
Circle  N. ) 

Tbread. 

Chronometer. 

Chronometer. 

I 

II 

III 

III 

II 
I 

0*  20-  18'.5 
0  22    56. 
0  26     9. 

2»    9«50'.5 
2     7    16. 

2     4     0. 
2     0   82. 
1   57    24. 

0  29   38. 
0  32   45. 

b  =  -^  2"  J 

6  =  — 1".6 

The  chronometer  correction  at  1*  15*  was  +  40».l ;  its  daily  rate, 
+  r.74  on  sidereal  time.    The  star's  place  was 


•  =  1»  15-  40^71 


^  =  59^  25'  7".75 


*  Sawitsch,  Praet.  Attron,,  Vol.  I.  p.  877, 


IN  THE  PRIME  VEfttlCAL. 


£65 


We  find  from  the  middle  thread  i  =^  8*.9,  oosi  =  1.     The  com^ 
putatiou  for  the  several  threads  may  be  arranged  as  follows: 


Diff.  obs'd.  times  S. 

sChron.  Bate 
Diif.  obs'd.  times  N. 

Chron.  Bate 

log  sec  }  (t  +  t') 

log  sec  i  (^  —  t') 

log  tau  d  cos  X 

log  tau  ^' 

P 
9 


1*  49-  32-.0 
+    0.1 

1  24    89.0 
+    0.1 

1  49    82  A 

1   24    39.1 

0  48    82.8 

0     6    13.8 

0.0098171 

0.0001600 

0.2284455 

0.2384226 

590  59'  3r'.61 
^    0  .35 

59    59  31  .26 


II 


1*  44-  20'.0 
+      0.1 
1  30   54.0 
+     0.1 
1  44   20.1 
1  80   54.1 
0  48   48.55 
0     8  21.5 
9243 
0466 
4455 
4164 
80".33 
—  O  .85 
29  .98 


III 


1*  37-  51'.0 
+     0.1 


1  37   51.1 


0  48    55.55 


9722 


4455 


4177 
30".60 
--  0  .85 
30  .25 


Giving  the  value  found  from  the  middle  thread  but  one-half  the 
weight  of  either  of  the  other  two,  the  mean  is  y  =  69°  69'  80".65. 

187.  To  find  the  latitude  from  star^  observed  ai  only  one  of  their 
transits  over  the  prime  vertical, — ^Notwithstanding  the  simplicity  of 
the  preceding  methods,  it  is  not  always  possible  to  apply  them 
in  the  field.  If  the  observer  has  but  a  short  time  to  remain  at 
a  station,  he  may  fail  to  find  a  8ufiS.cient  number  of  bright  stars 
which  pass  near  his  zenith,  and,  if  he  uses  those  which  pass  at 
greater  zenith  distances^  much  time  is  lost  in  waiting.  But  if 
lie  can  use  stars  observed  at  only  one  of  their  transits,  he  may  in 
two  or  three  hours  obtain  sufficient  data  for  a  very  .accurate 
determination  of  his  latitude.  The  following  method  is  based 
upon  that  originally  given  by  Bessbl,*  with  some  modifications, 
which  appear  to  me  to  facilitate  its  application. 

K  in  the  general  equation  (166),  where  c  denotes  the  distance 
of  a  thread  from  the  coUimjition  axis,  we  substitute  i  +  c  for  this 
distance,  denoting  now  by  i  the  distance  of  the  thread  from  the 


•  AHron.  AoeA.,  Vol.  VI.  Nog.  181  a&d  182. 
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mean  thread,  and  by  c  the  distance  of  the  mean  thread  from  the 
axis,  we  have 

t  4-  c  ^  —  sin  n  sin  d  4'  ^^  n  cos  d  cos  (t  —  -^l) 

in  which  r  is  the  hour  angle  of  the  star,  and  n  and  X  are  deter- 
mined by  the  conditions  (167). 

Each  thread  gives  an  equation  of  this  form.  The  mean  of 
these  equations  may  bie  found  by  the  aid  of  our  Tables  VIH.  and 
VIII.A.,  according  to  the  method  already  explained  in  Art.  173. 
Thus,  T  being  the  mean  of  the  observed  times  on  the  several 
threads,  I  the  interval  obtained  by  subtracting  each  observed  time 
from  this  mean,  x  and  log  k  the  mean  of  the  several  values  of 
these  quantities  taken  from  Table  Ym.  with  the  argument  /, 
we  have 

and,  since  here  r  is  the  west  hour  angle, 

Then,  i^  denoting  the  mean  of  the  equatorial  distances  of  the 
threads  from  the  mean  thread,  we  have 

•^  *  .   cos  n  cos  d  cos  (t.  —  -^l) 
c  +  uz=z  —  smnsmdH ^-^ ^ 

or,  putting 

Y  cos  ^.  t=  -  cos  d 

k 

Y  sin  ^1  =  sin  d 
the  mean  equation  is 

c  -4-  i 

— i— 5  =  —  sin  n  sin  6^  -|-  ^^  ^  cos  ^^cos  (t^  —  Jl) 

Developing  cos  (tj  -—  >l),  and  substituting  the  values  of  sin  n, 
cos  n  cos  >l,  cos  n  sin  >l,  from  (167), 

-  '    ^  ==  — h  co8(^ — ^)8in  ^1+ A  8in(f — ^/9)cos  d^  cos  r^ +8in  a  cos  h  cos  H^ sin  r^ 

in  which  h  and  ^  are  determined  by  the  conditions 

A  sin  /9  =  sin  b 

A  008  /9  =s  cos  b  cos  a 

But,  since  we  can  always  put  cos  6  =  1,  these  conditions  give 
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A  =  j9  COS  a,  and  A  =  cos  a ;  and  even  if  a  were  as  great  as  1^  and 
6  =  2C,  we  should  have  6  =  ^  —  0".003 :  so  that  we  may  always 
put  6  =  ^. 

We  shall  here  assume  that  the  instrument  can  be  reiEidily 
brought  within  20'  of  the  prime  vertical,  and  then  we  may  safely 
take  A  =  cos  a  ==  1,  and  substitute  a  for  its  sine.   Hence  we  havd 

—J— 4  =  —  cos(^ — 6)sin  ^j-[-  8in(f —  6)co8  6^qo%  r^-^-  a  cos  d^sin  t^ 

Let  f^  and  z  be  determined  by  the  conditions 

cosz  sin  fj=  sin  9^ 

cos  z  cos  ^j  =  cos  d^  cos  Tj 

sin  z  =  cos  ^j  sin  r^ 
then 

^  •=  sin  (f  —  fj  —  6)co8  ^r  -|-  a  sin  ^ 

where  tp  —  ify^—b  must  be  of  the  same  order  as  a  and  c  -^  i^  and 
therefore  may  be  substituted  for  its  sine.  Again,  since  in  this 
method  of  finding  the  latitude  no  observation  will  be  regarded 
as  having  any  value  unless  some  threads  on  each  side  of  the 
mean  thread  have  been  observed,  i^  will  always  be  so  small  that 
no  error  will  arise  in  practice  by  putting  x  =  1**  Our  equation 
is,  therefore, 

c  -|-  tp  =  (f  —  fi —  h)  QOBZ-\-aAm 
Now  let 

^^  =  the  assumed  latitude, 
ao'=:  the  assumed  azimuth  of  the  instrament, 
A^,  Aa  =  the  required  corrections  of  these  qaantities; 

then,  substituting  ^9+  ^f  &nd  a^+  ajcl  for  f  and  a,  dividing  the 
equation  by  cos  Zy  and  denoting  the  known  terms  by/,  t.a.  putting 

/  =  ^j  +  6  —  ^^—  a^  tan  z  +  i^  sec  z  (180) 

we  have 

c  sec  z  —  Aa  tan  z  —  a^  +  /  =  0  (181) 

which  is  the  equation  of  condition  furnished  by  each  star.  From 
all  the  equations  thus  formed,  the  most  probable  values  of  c,  Aa, 
and  A^  will  be  found  by  the  method  of  least  squares. 

*  Should  an  extreme  oate  ooeur  where  the  trae  Talae  of  y  was  required,  it  coul4 
readily  be  found  b/  the  equations  y  cos  6^-=  —  cos  6^  y  sin  (f|  =  sin  6^ 
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The  valaea  of  f  ^  and  2  will  he  most  readily  found  by  the 
formula 

tan  f  J  =  tan  d,  see  t,  =  A:  tan  d  see  t, 
tan  e  ^s:  tan  r^cos  i^^ 


}    (1«2 


) 


and  it  must  be  observed  that  tan  z  will  be  negative  when  tan  t^ 
is  negative,  that  is,  when  the  star  is  east  of  the  meridian.  The 
sign  of  the  term  c  sec  z  must  also  be  changed  when  the  axis  of 
the  instrument  is  reversed. 

Example. — The  following  observations  (amo^g  others)  wer^ 
taken  by  Bessel  with  a  very  small  portable  transit  instrument, 
for  the  express  purpose  of  demonstrating  the  advantages  of  this 
method.* 

Munich,  1S27,  June  27. 


Cirole  North. 


x  JLyree  £. 
uHerctdisW. 
r  Cygni      B. 


Circle  South. 

^Rerculis  W. 
66  Cygni    E. 


I 

II 

48-^  6-.4 

46-  54'.4 

9   36.4 

11   38.4 

29  38.0 

28   47.2 

44   47.2 

48   19.2 

48   40.8 

50     5.6 

III 


ll*45-43'.2 
12  13  36.8 
12  27  55.2 


12  41  49 .2 
12  51  81 .2 


IV 


44-31-.2 
15  84.8 
27     2.6 


40   17.2 
52    59.6 


43- 16-.8 
17  35.6 
26     8.0 


38   37.6 
54   32.8 


LeTeL 


+  4'.875 
+  0  .403 
+  0.117 


-^1.966 
—  1  .8761 


These  observations  were  taken  in  the  garden  of  Dr.  Stbinheil*s 
house,  where  the  assumed  latitude  was  48°  8'  40". 

The  chronometer  was  a  pocket  mean  time  chronometer  of 
Kbssbl.  Its  correction  to  sidereal  time  at  12*  (by  chron.)  was 
Ay=  +  6*  1*  8'.81,t  and  its  rate  on  sidereal  time  was  +  O'.IS 
per  hour. 

The  equatorial  intervals  of  the  threads  from  the  mean  of  all, 
expressed  in  seconds  of  arc,  were  as  follows,  for  circle  north; 


•f  698".08 


II 
H-  308".09 


III 
+  6'M9 


rv 

294".91 


V 
^  612".46 


The  value  of  one  division  of  the  level  was  4".49.     The  pivots 
'  were  of  unequal  thickness,  the  correction  for  which  had  been 
previously  found  to  be  —  1".89  for  circle  north. 


*  Astron,  Nach.^  Vol.  IX.  p.  415. 


f  See  the  example  on  p.  284. 
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The  apparent  plaq^s  of  the  stars  on  the  given  date  were  as 
follows : 


1 

d 

18*50-.7'.74 

48"  48'  27".72 

1&  67    27jB5 

46  SI  23  .21 

20  16     4.59 

89    42  82  .96 

16     8   21.85 

45    28  40  .08 

19  85    88.81 

45     7  14  .89 

KLyrcB 
u  JlercuUs' 

r  (^ygni 

fSerculis 

We  shall  illustrate  the  use  of  our  formulse  by  giving  the 
reduction  of  the  observations  of  TrLyrts  in  fulK  We  have,  em- 
ploying the  mean  time  columns  of  Table  Viil., 


IT  Lyrx 

T 

/ 

H 

log* 

I 

11*48-    6'.4 

—  2-  24'.0 

—  0'.04 

■       ■          

0.0000289 

II 

46    54.4 

—  1    12.0 

0.00 

60 

III 

45   48.2 

—        0.8 

0.00 

0 

IV 

44    81.2 

+  1    11.2 

0.00 

59 

V 

48    16.8 

+  2    25.6 

+  0.04 

244 

Means 

11  45   42.40 

0.00 

0.0000120 

Hence  we  have 


11*  45-  42'.40 
5     1      1 .12 

16  46   43.52 
18   50     7.74 


T.  =  —  2     8    24 .22  =  -  80<>  51'  8".8 


log  sec  r,  0.0Qj62574 

log  tan  d  9.9806553 

\ogk  0.0000120 

log  tan  ^^  0.0469247 


log  tan  T,  n9.77621 

log  cos  ^1  9.82476 

log  tan  z  n9.60097 

log  sec  z  0.03208 


We  shall  assume  f^=  48®  8'  40",  a^=  7'  52",  as  in  the  compu- 
tation given  by  Bkssbl  ;*  and  hence  we  have 

•  _  ■     ...I.        .1....  .1     .,     ...       0    — .^i^^— ^^ 

*  These  qaantities  are,  of  course,  arbitrary ;  but  it  simplifies  the  equations  of 
condition  to  make  them  as  nearly  oorreet  as  possible.  An  approximate  Talue  of  the 
aximuth  ma/  be  found  from  any-  star  bjjr  the  formuH  ''o^*  (^ —  ^)  ^^^*' 
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f ,  =  48^  5'  2r.64 

6  ==        +20  .00 

^a^taxkz=   +3     8  .88 

48    8  49  .97 
/=        +    r.97 

The  equation  of  condition  from  n  Ia/tcb  is,  therefore, 

1.0767  c  +  0.3990  Aa  —  Af  +  9".97  =  0 

In  the  same  manner,  the  equations  for  the  other  stars  are  found 
to  be 


1.0269  c  —  0.2386  Aa  — 
1.1646  c  +  0.6967  Aa  — 
1.0468  0  —  0.3094  Aa  — 
1.0604  c  +  0.8214  Aa  — 


Af  +  10".83  =  0 
Af  -f  16  .93  =  0 
A^  —  17  .01  =  0 
Af  —  12  .62  =  0 


Prom  these  five  equations  we  find  the  normal  equations, 


whence 


6.7688  c  +  0.8708  Aa  —  1.1709  Af^  +  71".46 
0.8708  c  +  0.7688  Aa  —  0.7741  Af  +  12  .16 
1.1709  c  —  0.7741  Aa  +  6.0000  Af  —    7  .10 

c  =  —  12'M9  Aa  =  -«  4".09 

Af  =  —    2".06  with  the  weight  4.203 


0 
0 
0 


Substituting  these  values  in  the  equations  of  condition,  we 
find  the  residuals  as  follows : 


—  2".72 

7.40 

+  1  .33 

1.77 

+  1  .86 

1.85 

—  0  .92 

0.85 

+  0  .98 

0.86 

[tn»] 

=  12.78 

vv 


The  number  of  observations  being  m  =  5,  and  the  number  of 
unknown  quantities  /Jt  =  Sy  the  mean  error  c  of  a  single  observa- 
tion is 


-4^h^-^ 
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and  the  mean  error  of  Af  is 

•       V"  4.208 
Hence  we  have,  finally, 

f  =  48°  8'  87".94  with  mean  error  ±  1".23 

The  true  latitude,  found  by  referring  the  position  of  the  in- 
strument to  the  Observatory  of  Munich,  was  48®  8'  89".60.  Thus, 
five  observations,  taken  within  about  one  hour  with  a  very  small 
mstrument,  sufficed  to  determine  the  latitude  within  1".5.  From 
the  observations  of  two  other  evenings  combined  with  the  above, 
the  latitude  found  by  Bessbl  was  48°  8'  40".08,  which  was  only 
0".68  in  error. 

DETERMINATION   OF  THE   DECLINATIONS   OF   STARS   BT  THEIR 
TRANSITS   OVER  THB   PRIME  VERTICAL. 

188.  The  transit  of  a  star  over  the  prime  vertical  has  been 
used  in  the  preceding  articles  to  determine  the  latitude  of  the 
place  of  observation  when  the  star's  declination  is  known. 
Conversely,  if  the  latitude  is  otherwise  known,  the  observation 
may  be  used  to  determine  the  star's  declination.  The  modifica- 
tions of  the  formnlse  given  in  Arts.  177,  &c.,  necessary  for  this 
purpose,  are  obvious. 

When  the  star  paases  very  near  to  the  zenith,  the  errors  in  the 
time  of  transit  have  comparatively  small  effect  upon  the  com- 
puted declination ;  for,  by  differentiating  the  equation 

tan  d  =  tan  ^  cos  t 

we  find 

d9  =  —  j  sin  2d  tan  t .  dt 

80  that  the  effect  of  a  given  error  di  in  the  hour  angle  upon  the 
computed  declination  diminishes  with  the  hour  angle  itself. 

But  an  error  in  the  assumed  latitude  f  is  not  eliminated, 
though  in  certain  cases  it  will  have  less  effect  than  in  others ; 
for  we  have 

dd  ==:  d^'  

sin  2f 

The  several  values  of  the  declination  of  the  same  star  deter- 
mined on  different  dates  will,  therefore,  be  affected  by  the  con- 
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stant  error  depending  upon  the  error  in  the  latitude^  bat  tiie 
differences  in  these  values  will  nevertheless  be  accurately  found. 
Hence,  the  most  important  use  of  such  observations  is  not  so 
much  to  determine  the  absolute  declination  of  a  star  as  the 
changes  of  its  declination  resulting  from  aberraticmy  nutation^ 
and  parallax. 

189.  In  order  to  eliminate  the  instrumental  errors  in  the  most 
complete  manner^  Struve  proposed  the  system  of  observation 
given  in  Art.  186 ;  and,  in  order  to  facilitate  the  application  of 
this  system,  he  gave  a  new  form  to  the  instrument  constructed 
under  his  direction  for  the  Pulkowa  Observatory, — a  form  which 
has  since  been  adopted  in  other  observatories. 

Plate  VI.  exhibits  the  principal  features  of  the  Pulkowa  prime 
vertical  transit  instrument,*  made  by  Repsold.  The  telescope 
TT  is  at  the  end  of  the  horizontal  axis  DE^  which  rests  in  Vs  at 
W.  The  pier  PPis  of  a  single  piece  of  stone.  The  apparatus 
for  reversing  the  instrument  is  permanently  secured  within  the 
pier,  as  shown  in  the  plate,  the  vertical  rod  R  and  its  arms  aa 
being  raised  by  the  crank /by  means  of  the  bevelled  wheels  «, 
and  thus  lifting  the  telescope  out  of  the  Vs*  When  the  telescope 
is  lifted  sufficiently  to  clear  the  Vs,  it  i»  revolved  180^  (the  exact 
semi*revolution  being  determined  by  a  stop  d)^  and  is  then  again 
lowered  into  the  Vs.  The  time  required  in  this  operation  is  bat 
16  seconds ;  and  if  the  astronomer  has  commenced  aa  ohserva^ 
tion  with  the  tube  north,  he  can  continue  the:  observation!  with 
tha  instrument  reversed,  tube  south,  after  1  minute  and  20 
seconds,  this  time  being  sufficient  for  the  observer  to  rise, 
unclamp  the  instrument,  reverse  it,  and  resume  his  position  for 
the  observation.  Thus,  even  with  an  instrument  of  large  dimen- 
sions, the  system  of  observation  given  in  Art.  186  is  easily  carried 
out. 

The  pressure  on  the  Vs  is  in  part  removed  by  the  counter- 
poises WW  acting  at  NN, 

The  pressure  on  the  two  Vs  i»  equalized  by  placing-  at  D  a 
weight  equal  to  that  of  the  telescope. 

The  level  LL  may  remain  upon  the  axis  during  reveraaL 

The  finder  jPis  similar  to  that  described  in  Art  120. 

The  reticule  at  the  focus  m  contains  15  vertical  threads  and 

*  DtHT^Ucm  tU  robsemUoit^  attronvmique  central  <U  Fomikova   (St.  Petenbnrgi 
IM6),  p.  1^7. 
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two  horizontal  threads,  as  shown  in  Fig.  2.  All  the  transits  over 
the  vertical  threads  should  be  made  to  occur  exactly  midway 
between  these  two  horizontal  threads,  the  telescope  being  made 
to  follow  the  star's  change  of  altitude  by  a  fine  motion  screw 
(not  shown  in  the  plate),  the  handle  of  which  is  within  reach  of 
the  observer's  hand.  The  equatorial  interval  between  the  ex- 
treme vertical  threads  is  15'  15"  or  61*  of  time. 

There  is  also  a  movable  micrometer  thread  parallel  to  the 
transit  threads. 

The  field  is  illuminated  by  light  thrown  through  the  horizontal 

axis  and  reflected  by  a  mirror  at  E  towards  the  reticule. 

• 

190.  Example. — The  following  observation  was  taken  by 
Struvb  with  the  instrument  above  described.* 


1842.  January  16. 

oDraeonit. 

» 

East  VMtical 5°.6B. 

West  Veriioal 5«.4B. 

Tubt  a. 

Tub*  a. 

Level.  +  40*.85    —  86'.8 

+  40.5      —  85.35 

40.4 

85.8 

40.55         85.35 

40.4 

85.8 

40.5           85.4 

40.4 

85.8 

40.45         85.4 

Threadi. 

I     17* 

54-  30*.  7 

19»  42«  51'.4 

II 

55     8 .65 

42    13.65 

III 

55   44.4 

41    88.0 

IV 

56    22.25 

40    59.85 

T 

57     0.6 

40    21.7 

VI 

57   40.9 

89    41.4 

VII    17 

58    19.5 

19  89     2.7 

TiAtN. 

Tubt  S. 

VII    18* 

1-   4'.0 

19»  86-  17'.85 

VI 

1    45.5 

35    87.0 

V 

2    29.8 

84    52.85 

IV 

8    12.7 

84     9.8 

in 

3    67.6 

S3    24.7 

11 

4   39.8 

32    42.1 

I    18 

5    26.85 

19  31    55.6 

Level.  +  87''.2 

-  89^.0 

+  87' 

.25    —  88'.7 

87.2 

89.0 

87 

.26         88 .7 

87.2 

89.0 

87 

.3           88 .7 

87  .15         89  .1 

37 

.25         38  .7 

*  A»tr<momi8eh€  Jiaekrichtenf  Vol.  XX.  p.  209*. 
Vou  IL— 18 
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The  value  of  one  division  of  the  level  was  1".002.  The  kti- 
tude,  ip  =  59°  46'  18''.00.  The  correction  of  the  interval  between 
the  east  and  west  transits  fov  the  rate  of  the  clock  was  +  O'.OQ. 
The  temperature  of  the  air  is  recorded  at  the  time  of  the  obser- 
vation (in  degrees  of  R6aumur)9  as  the  value  of  a  division  of  the 
level  depends  in  some  degree  upon  it. 

According  to  formula  (179),  the  decUnation  will  be  found 
from  these  observations  by  the  formula 

tan  ^  =  tan  f' cos  J0  +  O^os  i(t  —  f) 

where,  ^  being  the  mean  inclination  of  the  axis,  we  have  f ' = p —A 
t=^i  elapsed  time  between  the  observations  on  the  same  thread 
for  "  tube  south,"  <'  *=  the  same  for  "  tube  north."  We  omit  the 
factor  cos  >l,  because  a  fixed  instrument  can  always  be  adjusted 
BO  accurately  that  we  can  put  cos  >l  =  1. 

But,  instead  of  computing  8  directly  by  this  formula,  we  may 
find  an  approximate  valae  by  using  the  constant  value  of  f  in 
the  second  member,  and  then  apply  a  correction  for  the  incli- 
nation p.    Thus,  we  find* 

tan  d'  =  tan  f  cos  }(*  +  *0  ^^^  K*  —  ^') 

.       ^  sin  2d'  , 

A^=^/?-T-^  (183) 

Bm2f  '    ^ 

in  which  we  make  a8  additive  by  supposing  P  to  be  positive 
when  the  south  end  of  the  axis  is  too  high. 

The  distance  c  of  any  thread  from  the  collimatiion  axis  may  be 
found  from  the  two  equations 

—  sin  c  =  cos  f  sin  d  —  sin  f  cos  d  cont 
sin  c  =  cos  f  sin  ^  —  sin  ^  cos  d  cos  V 

the  diflference  of  which  gives 

ain  c  =&  —  sin  f  cos  d  sin  i(t  -{- 1')  sin  i(t  —  t')  (184) 

*  We  haye  -^ — .  =  —  Z,  whence  we  readi^  deduce 
tan  cr      tan  ^ 

Bln{J^<r)  =  Bin(^'-^)5!?i!^±^ 

^  '  Vr         T>  ^^  ^^  _^  ^j 

wMch  giret  the  formala^  for  4k6  need  in  the  test,  when  its  sign  ia  changed  to  the 
reason  giTon. 
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The  compntetion  of  the  preceding  observation  may  be  arranged 
in  the  following  form  : 


I 

II 

III 

IV 

V 

VI 

VII 

(2t 

1*  48*  20«.79 

47*  6«.09 

45«63i.69 

44»37«.60 

43p»2K19 

4>  0».59 

4'J«45*.2« 

1    26   29^4 

28     2.39 

29  27.19 

30  56.60 

32  22.61 

33  51.59 

35  13.94 

*(<  +  0 

0   48    42^ 

4S  46.87 

48  50.22 

48  53.60 

48  55.96 

48   58.05 

48  59.31 

*(<-0 

0     6   27.86 

4  46.67 

4     6.62 

3  25.25 

2  44.64 

2     2.26 

1  22.34 

logcai4(f  +  0 

0.9001167 

0871 

0042 

0411 

0210 

0106 

0020 

logcMtCf-O 

9.9098765 

9063 

9801 

9616 

0689 

0828 

9922 

log  tan  ^ 

0.2345728 

5796 

5728 

5728 

5728 

5728 

5728 

log  tan  a' 

0.2215660 

5662 

6671 

5655 

5666 

5662 

6670 

«' 

590 11'  39"jOO 

89''j04 

89''.23 

8y'.90 

30''.12 

89".04 

89*.21 

li=  +  0".806 


Mean  d'  =  59^*  11'  39".077 
^d=         +0  .815 

^  =  59    11  39  .892 


By  comparing  the  mean  value  of  8'  with  the  several  values 
found  from  the  different  threads,  we  find  the  probable  error  of  a 
single  determination  by  one  thread  in  the  four  positions  is  in 
this  case  only  0",08.  This  observation,  however,  was  taken 
when  the  atmosphere  was  unusually  steady.  From  a  discussion 
of  the  observations  of  29  days  6n  this  star,  Struve  finds  the 
probable  error  of  a  single  determination  by  one  thread  to  be 
0".125,  and  that  of  the  mean  of  seven  threads,  consequently,  only 
0''.047.  To  this  is  to  be  added  the  probable  error  of  the  level 
determination,  which,  from  the  above  example,  is  evidently  ex- 
ceedingly small.  Stbuve  concludes  that,  under  the  most  favorable 
conditions  of  the  atmosphere,  the  declination  is  determined  by 
this  method  with  a  probable  error  of  not  more  than  0".05,  and  in 
average  circumstances  with  a  probable  error  under  0".l. 

191.  K  we  wish  to  compute  the  time  of  the  transit  of  the  star 
over  the  meridian  of  the  instrument  from  these  observations 
with  the  utmost  rigor,  we  must  take  into  account  the  difference 
6f  level  at  the  east  and  west  transits  over  the  prime  vertical. 
The  efiTect  of  a  difference  of  level  is  the  same  as  that  of  a  differ- 
ence of  latitude :  hence,  differentiating  the  equation 

cos  T  =  tan  S  cot  f 

in  which  r  is  the  hour  angle  at  the  west  transit,  we  have 

A^p  tan  d  tLf  sin  9 


15  AT  = 


sin'  f  sin  t       sin  f  |/[8in  (jp  -|-  <J)  sin  (y  —  ^)] 
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The  mean  of  the  times  of  transit  over  the  east  and  west  vertical, 
or  7^,,  will  be  increased  by  J  Ar.  Putting  then  ^'  —  ^9  for  a^,  the 
correction  of  the  time  7]>will  be  expressed  by  the  formula 

^  r.  = (Ai^n^ll (186) 

"*      SOsin  sPi/[8in(^  +  <J)sin(^  — a)]  ^      ^ 

Thus,  in  the  preceding  observations,  we  have  at  the  east  transit 
p  =  ■+  0".689,  and  at  tlie  west  transit  ^'  =  +  0".924,  and 

(7;)=18M8«4K09 
fi  —  P'=  —  0".285  A  7;  =  ^  0.08 

Corrected  7;  =18  48    41.01 

We  can  now  find  the  exact  azimuth  of  the  instrument.  The 
clock  correction  at  18*  48**  was  +  8*.31,  and  the  apparent  right 
ascension  of  oDraconis  was  18*  48"*  50*.17  :  hence 

Sid.  time  =  18*  48«  49'.32 
a  =  18  48    50.17 

>l  =  —  0 .85  =  —  12".75  in  arc, 

where  X  is  the  angle  which  the  meridian  of  the  instrument  makes 
with  the  true  meridian.  Hence,  a  being  the  azimuth  of  the 
rotation  axis,  we  have,  by  the  formula  a  =  >l  sin  y, 

a  =  —  ir.o 

Finally,  if  we  wish  to  determine  the  effect  of  the  azimuth  upon 
the  observed  declination,  we  have  the  formula 

.       .       tan  d 
tan  d  = i 

cos  X 

in  which  8^  is  the  declination  deduced  by  assuming  cos  X  =  l, 
and  S  is  the  true  declination.     From  this  we  readily  deduce 

^  —  ^,  =  (i  ;i)*  sin  1"  sin  2  ^  (186) 

and  hence,  in  the  above  example, 

d—S^=:  0".00017 

which  is  altogether  insignificant. 

192.  The  extreme  precision  of  the  method  is  evident  from  the 
above  example.    Nevertheless,  there  remains  yet  a  doubt  as  to 


IN   THE    PRIME   VERTICAL. 


277 


the  perfect  accuracy  of  the  declination  deduced,  arising  from  the 
possibility  of  a  change  of  azimuth  between  the  east  and  west 
transits.     It  is  evident  from  the  formula 

sin  c  ==  —  sin  n  sin  ^  +  <^8  ^  <50S  ^  cos  (r  —  X) 

that  an  increase  of  >l  by  the  quantity  :Ji  has  the  same  efiect  as  an 
equal  decrease  of  the  hour  angle  r,  and  a  change  of  —  a^  in  r 
produces  a  change  of  —  J  AJl  in  the  hour  angles  used  in  com- 
puting d.  To  find  the  effect  of  this  upon  the  computed  5,  we 
have,  by  differentiating  the  equation 

cos  T  =  tan  d  cot  ^ 

with  reference  to  r  and  *, 

a5  =  —  At  cos'  d  tan  ^  sin  r 

or,  putting  Ja>1  for  —  Ar,  and  eliminating  t, 

Ad=iAX.  <^Q^  ^  Vl^^^  (y  +  ^)  »'"  (y  —  ^)] 

cos  ^ 


=    Aa. 


cos  d  i/[sin  (^  -f-  d)  sin  (^  —  ^)] 

sin  2f 


(187) 


The  following  table,  computed  by  this  formula,  is  given  by 
Struve  to  exhibit  the  effect  of  a  change  of  azimuth  Aa  =  1'',  for 
different  values  oif  —  d. 


^-s 

A>f 

O"  c 

0".000 

0    20 

0  .042 

0    40 

0  .060 

1     0 

0  .074 

2     0 

0  .108 

3     0 

0  .136 

4     0 

0  .162 

The  values  of  a8  here  increase  very  nearly  as  Vip  —  d.  For 
;  DraconiSy  the  correction  would  be  a8  =  0".055.  Struve  inves- 
tigated the  probability  of  a  change  of  azimuth  occumng  in  his 
instrument    He  found  that  the  fluctuations  of  the  azimuth  during 
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a  whole  year  had  not  probably  exceeded  one  second  of  arc  on 
either  side  of  its  mean  value,  and  that  even  the  extreme  changes 
of  temperature  from  winter  to  summer  had  not  produced  any 
sensible  effect  upon  it.  Hence  he  concludes  that  since  the  tem- 
jjeratures  at  the  east  and  west  transits  of  a  star  on  the  same  day 
never  differed  by  more  than  2°  R.  or  4J®  Fahr.,  and  generally  but 
a  fraction  of  a  degree,  the  variations  of  the  azimuth  could  not 
have  produced  any  error  which  amounted  to  even  0".01,  It  is 
important  to  observe  that,  during  the  period  referred  to,  the 
screws  for  adjusting  the  azimuth  were  not  touched. 

193.  Micrometer  observations  in  the  prime  vertical. — ^When  a  star 
passes  within  a  few  minutes  of  the  zenith,  its  lateral  motion 
(across  the  threads)  becomes  so  slow  that  the  observation  of  the 
transit  over  the  side  threads  would  occupy  too  much  time.  The 
star  may  indeed  be  within  the  limits  of  the  extreme  threads 
during  the  whole  time  from  its  east  to  its  west  transit  In  such 
cases,  the  movable  micrometer  thread  takes  the  place  of  the 
fixed  threads.  This  may  be  used  in  two  ways :  either  by  setting 
the  micrometer  successively  upon  round  numbers,  identical 
before  and  after  reversing,  in  which  case  the  observations  are 
reduced  precisely  as  those  made  on  fixed  threads ;  or  by  setting 
at  pleasure  and  as  often  as  the  time  permits,  in  which  case  the 
observations  are  reduced  as  follows. 

The  micrometer  reading  for  the  case  when  the  movable  thread 
is  in  the  coUimation  axis  is  known  approximately:  let  its  assumed 
value  be  denoted  by  My  and  its  true  value  hy  M  +  c.  Let  us  sup- 
pose that  for  "  tube  south"  the  micrometer  readings  increase  as 
the  thread  is  moved  towards  the  north ;  then,  if  m  is  the  reading 
at  an  observed  transit,  the  thread  is  at  the  distance  m  —  {M  +  c) 
north  of  the  coUimation  axis,  and  this  distance  is  to  be  substituted 
for  c  in  our  fundamental  equation  (166).  In  this  equation,  we 
shall  also  put  >l  =  0,  n  =  90^  —  ^,  on  the  supposition  that  tlie 
azimuth  and  inclination  of  the  axis  are  each  zero,  since  the 
i^esulting  declination  may  be  corrected  by  the  methods  above 
explained.    We  have  then 

sin  (m  —  M  —  c)  =  —  cos  ^  sin  ^  +  sin  f  cos  ^  cos  r 

=  sin  (f  —  S)  —  2  sin  f>  cos  ^  sin* }  r 

or,  since  in  the  case  here  considered  (p  —  ^  is  but  a  few  minutes, 
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m  —  M —  c  =  0  —  d 

^  Bio  r 

For  conveDience  in  computation,  let  us  put 

e   =  M —  m 

z  =  ^  —  d 

^       2  sin"  i  r    .  . 

B  as=  --; — — —  sm  ^  COB  ^ 

sm  1" 

in  which  un^cosdwill  be  constant,  and  log  — : — r;^  may  be 
taken  directly  from  our  Table  VL  ;  then  the  equation  becomes 

g  +  c  =  B'^e  (188) 

in  which  e  is  ^ven  by  the  observation  for  each  thread,  and  -R  is 
to  be  computed  for  the  several  values  of  r  found  from  the  ob- 
served sidereal  times  and  the  star's  right  ascension. 

This  equation  applies  to  the  case  of  "  tube  south."    When  we 
have  "  tube  north,"  the  equation  becomes 

.    ,-.  .  .    ^       28in  «p  cos^sin'^r 

SO  that,  putting  in  this  case 

e'=  m  —  M 
we  have 

z^c  =  B^ef  (189) 

The  instrument  is  re^wrsed  but  once.     The  first  series  of  ob* 

« 

servations  is  taken  before  the  meridian  passage,  and  the  second 
after  it.  We  thus  find  from  the  means  of  the  observations  the 
values  of  z  +  c  and  z  —  ^,  whence  both  z  and  c.  The  uncorrected 
declination  is  then 

to  which  we  apply  the  correction  for  the  level,  as  in  Art.  190, 
and,  if  necessary,  also  the  correction  for  the  azimuth  according 
to  (186). 

It  is  evident  that  this  method  may  bo  applied  even  to  stars 
whose  declinations  are  somewhat  greater  than  the  latitude. 

Example. — The  following  observations  are  given  by  Struvb 
from  among  those  taken  with  the  Pulkowa  instrument:*' 

*  A9tr.  Naek.,  YoL  XX.  p.  217. 
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1842,  January  15.     v  Ur$m  Mc^orU, 
East  y eriioaL  (—  e^'.S  R. )        West  V ertieaL 


TubtS. 

TubtJf. 

Level.  +  40'.25 

-87f8 

+  88f0 

—  89'.7 

40 

.3 

87.85 

88.0 

89.7 

40 

.8 

87.85 

88.0 

89.7 

40.3 

87.85 

88.0 

89.7 

Trsnaits. 

MicroiD. 

Tniuiits. 

Mierom. 

9»  SO- 

29'. 

9'.815 

9*  48-  42'.5 

14'.771 

SO 

56.5 

9.550 

48    14 

14  .527 

81 

24.5 

9.775 

47    46 

14  .276 

82 

0 

10.083 

47    17 

14.068 

82 

28 

10 .298 

46   44 

18  .825 

82 

54 

10 .470 

46     9 

18  .597 

83 

29 

10 .691 

45    85 

18  .861 

84 

4 

10 .879 

45    11 

13.232 

84 

87 

11.062 

44   40 

13  .077 

9  85 

11 

11 .226 

9  44    12 

12.942 

Level.  4-  40*.3 

-  87«.25 

+  SS'.O 

—  39'.7 

40 

.85 

87.8 

•88.0 

89.7 

40 

.85 

87.25 

88.0 

89.7 

40.25 

87  .3 

88.0 

89.7 

/?  =  +  0'.328  =  +  0".324 

In  these^  observations,  in  order  to  avoid  any  possible  error  of 
lost  motion  in  the  micrometer  screw,  the  thread  is  always  set  iu 
advance  of  the  star  by  a  final  positive  motion  of  the  screw,  that  is, 
by  that  motion  which  increases  the  readings. 

The  value  of  a  revolution  of  the  micrometer  screw  was  found 
by  the  formula 

r  =  28".682  -f  0".000292  (9.6  —  T) 

in  which  T  is  the  temperature  indicated  by  the  Reaumur  ther- 
mometer; and,  since  in  this  example  r=  —  6°.5,  we  employ 

r  =  28".6867  log  r  ==  1.45768 

The  apparent  position*  of  the  star  on  January  15,  1842,  was, 
according  to  Aroelander^s  Catalogue, 

a  =  9*  39-  46*.  1  d  =  59*»  46'  24". 

The  clock  was  slow  8*.8,  and  hence  the  clock  time  of  the  star's 
culmination  was  9*  39*  87*.  8,  for  which  we  may,  for  simplicity, 
take  9^  89*  88',  since  a  small  error  in  this  quantity  will  not  affecl 
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the  final  value  of  z  when  the  hour  angles  on  the  opposite  sides 
of  the  meridian  are  so  nearly  equal  as  in  the  present  case. 

With  the  value  ip  =  69°  46'  18",  we  find  log  sin  ^  cos  5= 9.63846. 
The  assumed  value  of  M=  12^.000;  and  hence  the  observations 
may  be  reduced  aa  follows : 

TubeS, 


T 

K*^**""*^ 

r 

m  —  M 

log(m— JO 

t 

***   •Inl" 

-9"  9* 

2.21581 

71".49 

2^.685 

0.42894 

ivm 

8   41.6 

2.17118 

64  .51 

2.460 

0.88917 

70  .28 

8    18.5 

2.12325 

57  .77 

2.226 

0.34788 

63  .83 

7    88 

2.06842 

49  .76 

1.917 

0.28262 

64  .99 

7    10 

2.00863 

48  .86 

1.702 

0.28096 

48  .82 

6   44 

1.94946 

88  .72 

1.580 

0.18469 

43  .89 

6     9 

1.87076 

82  .80 

1.809 

0.11694 

37  .66 

6   84 

1.78420 

26  .46 

1.121 

0.04961 

32  .16 

6     1 

1.69885 

21  .4«f 

0.938 

9.97220 

26  .91 

4   27 

1.58974 

16.91 

0.774 

9.88874 

22  .20 

JS— e  =  x-{-e 


5".53 

5  .77 

6  .06 
5  .28 

4  .96 

5  .17 

6  .26 
5  .70 
5  .42 
5  .29 


Diff.  fmok  in6fto. 


—  0".09 

—  0  .88 
~0  .62 
+  0  .21 
+  0  .48 
-f  0  .27 
-f  0  .19 

—  0  .26 
-f  0  .02 
+  0  .16 


Mean  —  6  .438 


TuhtN. 


+4-  34«. 

1.61222 

5 

2 

1.69673 

5 

83 

1.78160 

5 

67 

1.84204 

6 

31 

1.92105 

7 

6 

1.99651 

7 

89 

2.06031 

8 

8 

2.11352 

8 

36 

2.16198 

1    9 

4.5 

2.20867 

M—m 

#  — c 

17^81 

0^.942 

9.97406 

27".02 

—  9".21 

—  0".03 

21  .64 

1.077 

0.03222 

30  .90 

9  .26 

—  0  .08 

26  .31 

1.232 

0.09061 

35  .84 

9  .03 

+  0  .16 

30.23 

1.861 

0.13886 

39  .04 

8  .81 

+  0  .87 

36  .27 

1.597 

0.20380 

45  .81 

9  .54 

—  0  .36 

43  .05 

1.825 

0.26126 

52  .85 

9  .30 

—  0  .12 

49  .98 

2.068 

0.31566 

59  .32 

9  .34 

^0  .16 

56  .49 

2.276 

0.86717 

65  .29 

8  .80 

-f-0  .88 

63  .16 

2.527 

0.40261 

72  .49 

9  .33 

—  0  .15 

70  .83 

2.771 

0.44264 

79  .49 

9  .16 

+  0  .02 

Mean  —  9  .178 


Hence  we  have 


c  =  +  r.870 


Tube  8.    z  +  c  =  —  6".438 
«*     N,    g  —  c  =  —  9  .178 

r  =  —  7  .808 

ip  =  59*  46^  18".000 

^  =  ^  —  2r  =  59    46  25  .808 

Corr.  for  incl.  of  the  axis  ==         +    0  .824 

d  =  59    46  25  .682 

From  the  difiTerences  in  the  last  column  of  this  computation, 
we  find  the  probable  error  of  a  single  observation  to  be  0'M94, 
produced  by  the  error  of  observation  and  the  error  of  the  micro- 
meter. This  agrees  well  with  the  probable  error  found  for 
0  DracaniSj  which  was  0".08  for  four  observations  on  one  thread. 
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The  probable  error  of  four  observations  of  o  Ursce  Majcris  is 
0'Mf)4  -i-  2  =  0".097,  which  is  somewhat  greater  than  0".08, 
apparently  because  it  involves  the  additional  error  of  the  micro- 
meter. 

The  probable  error  of  the  mean  value  of  z  or  of  the  value  of^ 
found  by  the  preceding  micrometer  observations  is  0'M94  -s- 1/20 
=  0".043.  The  resulta  obtained  by  the  micrometer  have,  there- 
fore, very  nearly  the  same  degree  of  precision  as  those  obtained 
by  the  fixed  threads,  when  each  method  is. skilfully  applied. 

The  extreme  precision  of  the  observations  with  this  instrument 
in  the  hands  of  Struvb  is  strikingly  exhibited  in  the  accordance 
of  the  values  of  the  aberration  constant  determined  from  the 
changes  of  declination  of  seven  stars,  which  have  already  been 
cited  in  Vol.  I.  Art.  440. 


CHAPTER  VI. 

THE   BIERmiAN  CIRCLE. 

194.  The  Meridian  Grdcj  or  TYansit  Circle^  is  a  combination  of  a 
transit  instrument  and  a  graduated  vertical  circle.  This  circle 
is  firmly  attached  at  right  angles  to  the  horizontal  axis,. and  is 
read  by  verniers  or  microscopes  (see  Arts.  18  and  21),  which  are 
in  some  cases  attached  to  the  piers,  and  in  others  to  a  frame 
which  rests  upon  the  axis  itself. 

By  means  of  this  combination,  the  instrument  serves  to  deter- 
mine both  co-ordinates  of  a  star's  position, — the  right  ascension 
from  the  time  of  its  transit,  and  the  declination  from  the  zenith 
distance  measured  with  the  circle ;  or,  if  the  star's  place  is  given, 
it  serves  to  determine  either  the  local  time  or  the  latitude  of  the 
place  of  observation. 

For  the  measurement  of  declinations,  it  takes  the  place  of  the 
Mural  Circle^  which  consists  of  a  circle  mounted  upon  one  side 
of  a  pier,  the  circle  being  secured  to  the  end  of  a  horizontal  axis 
which  enters  the  pier.  As  the  latter  instrument  cannot  be  re- 
versed, and  its  axis  is  not  symmetrically  supported,  it  is  not  suited 
to  the  accurate  determination  of  right  ascensions,  and  is  to  be 
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regarded  as  defiigned  solely  for  the  measurement  of  declinations. 
Even  f^r  this  purpose  the  meridian  circle  is  preferable,  as  it 
admits  of  reversal ;  and  there  is  always  an  advantage  in  com^ 
bining  determinations  made  in  reverse  positions  of  an  instrument, 
whereby  unknown  errcxre  may  be  either  wholly  or  in  part  elimi- 
nated. I  shall,  therefore,  not  treat  specially  of  the  mural  circle. 
It  is  not  probable  that  any  more  instrum^its  of  that  form  will 
hereafter  be  constructed;  and  the  method  of  using  those  that 
exist  will  readily  be  understood  by  any  one  who  has  mastered 
the  meridian  circle. 

195.  Plates  Vii.,  VJJLi.,  and  IX.  represent  a  meridian  circle  of 
Hepsold,  belonging  to  the  TJ.  S.  Kaval  Academy,  and  mounted 
at  Annapolis  in  1852.  It  is  almost  identical  in  form  with  the 
meridian  circles  constructed  by  the  same  artist  for  Struve  and 
Bessel  at  the  Pulkowa  and  Konigsberg  Observatories. 

It  has  two  circles,  C(7and  C'C",  of  the  same  size,  but  only  one 
of  these,  CQ  is  graduated  finely;  this  is  read  by  four  microscopes, 
two  of  which  are  seen  at  RJR.  The  microscopes  are  carried  upon 
a  square  frame  which  is  centred  upon  the  rotation  axis  itself: 
the  form  of  this  frame  is  shown  in  Plate  IX.,  where  the  instru- 
ment ia  represented  upon  the  reversing  car.  The  horizontal 
sides  of  th«  frame  carry  two  spirit  levels  /,  4  by  which  any  change 
of  inclination  of  the  frame  with  respect  to  the  horizon  may  be 
detected. 

The  second  circle  CC,  constructed  of  the  same  size  as  the  first 
for  the  sake  of  symmetry,  is  graduated  more  coarsely,  is  read  at 
either  of  two  points,  and  is  used  only  as  a  finder. 

The  counteipoises  WW  act  at  JTJT,  points  nearly  equidistant 
between  the  telescopes  and  the  Vs,  and  veiy  near  to  the  circles ; 
an  arrangement  which  prevents  the  possibility  of  any  appreciable 
flexure  in  the  horizontal  axis,  at  the  same  time  that  the  pressure 
on  the  Vs  is  reduced  to.  a  very  small  quantity. 

The  inclination  of  the  rotation  axis  is  measured  with  a  hanging 
level  LL. 

An  arm  FG^  turning  upon  a  joint  at  F^  receives,  when  hori* 
zontal,  an  arm  which  is  connected  with  a  collar  upon  the  rotation 
axis.  By  turning  a  screw,  the  head  of  which  is  at  O^  the  tele- 
scope is  clamped  in  the  collar,  and  then  a  screw  (not  seen  in  the 
drawing)  acting  horizontally  near  6?  gives  fine  motion  to  the 
telescope  by  acting  upon  the  vertical  arm. 
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Another  arm^,  nearly  similar  in  its  form  and  arrangement  to 
FG^  receives  a  vertical  arm  attached  to  the  microscope  frame. 
Screws  acting  horizontally  at  g  upon  the  vertical  arm  serve  to 
adjust  the  frame. 

These  arms  are  shown  in  Plate  VTTT.  as  they  appear  when 
thrown  down  and  out  of  use  while  the  instrument  is  being 
reversed.  In  this  plate  is  also  seen  the  arrangement  of  the 
vertical  arms  and  the  friction  rollers  by  which  the  counter- 
poises act  upon  the  horizontal  axis,  together  with  the  form  of 
the  Vs. 

The  field  is  illuminated  by  light  thrown  into  the  interior  of  the 
telescope  through  tubes  at  AA  and  reflected  towards  the  reticule 
by  a  mirror  in  the  central  cube.  The  quantity  of  light  is  regu- 
lated by  revolving  discs  with  eccentric  apertures  at  the  extremi- 
ties of  the  tubes  nearest  to  the  Vs.  These  discs  are  revolved  by 
means  of  a  cord  to  which  hangs  a  small  weight  S. 

The  reticule  at  m  contains  seven  transit  threads  and  three 
micrometer  threads  at  right  angles  to  the  transit  threads.  These 
three  threads  have  a  common  motion,  their  distance  from  each 
other  being  constant.  This  distance  being  known,  an  observa- 
tion on  either  of  the  extreme  threads  can  be  reduced  to  the 
middle  thread.  The  micrometer  thus  arranged  is  intended  for 
the  measurement  of  small  differences  of  declination,  and  also  for 
the  measurement  of  absolute  declinations  when  used  in  con- 
junction with  the  graduated  circle,  as  will  be  fully  explained 
hereafter. 

The  graduated  circle  of  this  instrument  is  nearly  80  inches  in 
diameter,  and  reads  directly  to  2"  by  the  graduations  on  the 
micrometer  heads  of  the  reading  microscopes ;  and  by  estimating 
the  fraction  of  a  graduation  of  the  micrometer  head,  the  reading 
is  carried  down  to  0".2.  This  is  a  sufficiently  great  degree  of 
accuracy  of  reading  to  correspond  to  the  dimensions  and  optical 
power  of  this  instrument ;  but  in  larger  instruments  the  reading 
is  sometimes  carried  down  to  0".05,  or  even  less. 

The  discussion  of  the  errors  of  the  circle  of  this  instrument  is 
given  in  Arts.  28,  32,  and  88.* 


*  The  errors  of  the  cirole  may  not  be  oooBtant,  Bince  they  may  fluctuate  with  the 
temperature  of  its  Tarious'  parts.  We  may«  howeyer,  assume  that  the  errors  st 
different  temperatures  will  be  the  same,  provided  the  expansion  of  the  circle  for  sn 
increase  of  temperature  is  uniform  throughout  all  its  parts.  For  the  greatest  pre- 
cision, therefore,  we  should  endeavor  to  secure  this  condition  of  uniform  teitiperoiun, 
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A  mercury  collimator  should  be  placed  permanently  beneath 
the  floor  directly  under  the  centre  of  the  instrument,  covered  by 
a  movable  trap-door. 

I  proceed  to  consider  the  methods  of  observing  with  the  meri- 
dian circle.  Its  application  as  a  transit  instrument  will  be  suffi- 
ciently clear  from  the  preceding  chaptec  It  is  necessary  to  treat 
here  only  of  the  use  of  the  circle  and  micrometer  in  the  mea- 
surement of  nadir  distance,  zenith  distance,  polar  distance,  or 
altitude  of  a  star,  from  which  either  the  declination  of  the  star 
or  the  latitude  is  found. 

196.  Nadir  point — The  first  of  the  methods  of  using  the  instru- 
ment  which  I  shall  treat  of  is  that  in  which  all  observations  with 
the  circle  are  referred  to  the  nadir.  Let  us  first  suppose  the 
instrument  to  be  perfectly  adjusted  in  the  meridian,  and  the 
observation  of  a  star  to  be  made  at  the  instant  of  its  transit.  The 
nadir  point  is  obtained  by  directing  the  telescope  vertically 
towards  the  mercury  collimator.  To  take  the  simplest  case,  let 
us  suppose  the  sight  line  to  be  determined  by  a  fixed  horizontal 
thread  (at  right  angles  to  the  transit  threads).  Let  this  thread 
be  brought  into  coincidence  with  its  reflected  image.  The  sight 
line  is  then  vertical,  and  the  reading  of  the  circle  (by  which  we 
always  understand  the  mean  of  all  the  microscopes  added  to  the 
degrees  and  minutes  under  the  first  microscope,  or  microscope 
A)  represents  the  nadir  point  of  the  circle.  Let  this  reading  be 
denoted  by  C^  The  telescope  being  then  directed  towards  a 
star,  and  the  fixed  horizontal  thread  being  made  to  bisect  the 
star  at  the  instant  oi  the  transit  over  the  middle  vertical  thread, 
let  the  circle  reading  be  C.  Then  the  apparent  ^^^^ijf^^^Si^BMsT^ 
of  the  star,  which  I  shall  denote  by  iV',  will  be     /r^^      *— *—*       '^^ 


w=a^c.         \  Library. 


and,  for  this  purpose,  it  is  adyisable  to  make  the  piers  sufficiently  higWMjrfitfwi^ii^ 
protect  the  whole  circle ;  for,  since  the  tempernture  of  the  piers  will  often  'differ 
from  that  of  the  circle,  the  radiation  firom  them  will  tend  to  produce  unequal  tem- 
peratures in  the  different  parts  of  the  circle,  unless  the  latter  is  equally  eiposed  to 
this  radiation  throughout.  But  even  this  arrangement  will  fail  of  its  object  if  the 
temperature  of  the  piers  is  not  uniform ;  and  therefore  they  must  be  protected  against 
fluctuations  of  temperature  as  much  as  possible ;  for  example,  by  first  coating  them 
with  oil  or  some  other  preparation  to  exclude  moisture,  then  wrapping  them  in  cloth, 
and  finally  encasing  them  in  wood,  as  proposed  by  Dr.  Qould  for  the  meridian  circle 
of  the  Dudley  Obsenratofy. 
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and  this  distance  is  usually  reckoned  from  0®  to  860°  from  the 
nadir,  through  either  the  south  point  or  the  north  point,  accord- 
ing to  the  direction  in  which  the  graduations  increase.  This 
direction  is  different  in  the  two  positions  of  the  rotation  axis. 
Supposing  the  position  of  the  axis  to  be  indicated  by  that  of 
the  circle  itself,  let  us  assume  that  the  nadir  distance  is  reckoned 
through  the  south  point  for  circle  eastj  and  through  the  north 
point  for  circle  west  If  we  denote  the  apparent  zenith  distance 
of  the  star  south  of  the  zenith  by  z',  we  shall  then  have 

y  =  ±  (180O  -  JV^O     /  +  ^^'^  ^^""^^^  ^^^*  I 

\  —  for  circle  west  j 

In  obtaining  the  circle  readings  Q  and  C,  the  correction  for 
error  of  runSy  when  such  error  exists,  must  be  applied  as  explained 
in  Art  22.  But,  with  the  aid  of  the  telescope  micrometer,  we 
can  avoid  the  <^rror  of  runs,  as  follows.  In  observing  the  nadir 
point,  set  the  circle  so  that  an  exact  division  is  under  or  nearly 
under  the  zero  of  one  of  the  reading  microscopes,  that  is,  so 
that  all  the  microscopes  will  read  nearly  0" :  their  mean  will  not 
require  any  sensible  correction  for  runs.  But  the  fixed  thread 
will  then  not  be  in  coincidence  with  its  image.  Measure  the 
distance  of  the  fixed  thread  from  its  image  by  the  micrometer. 
One-half  this  distance,  being  applied  to  the  circle  reading,  will 
give  *he  reading  for  absolute  coincidence.  In  like  manner,  in 
ol)serving  the  star;  set  the  circle  again  upon  an  exact  division, 
and  bisect  the  star  with  the  micrometer  thread ;  the  distance  of 
the  micrometer  thread  from  the  fixed  thread,  being  applied  to 
the  circle  reading,  will  give  the  required  reading  C". 

But,  when  the  micrometer  is  employed,  it  is  altogether  prefer- 
able to  dispense  with  the  fixed  thread  and  to  depend  solely  upon 
the  movable  one.  Thus,  to  determine  the  nadir  point,  ha^ng 
brought  the  circle  division  which  is  nearest  to  the  nadir  point 
reading  under  microscope  A,  let  the  mean  reading  obtained 
from  all  the  microscopes  be  called  CJ.  Bring  the  micrometer 
thread  into  coincidence  with  its  image,  and  let  the  micrometer 
reading  be  J/^,  which  we  shall  suppose  to  be  converted  into  arc 
by  multiplying  by  the  value  of  a  revolution  found  according  to 
Art  46  or  47.  It  is  now  evident  that  when  the  telescope  is 
directed  upon  a  star,  if  the  micrometer  reading  remains  M^  while 
the  thread  bisects  the  star  and  the  circle  reading  is  C\  the  nadir 
distance  is  C  —  Q,  precisely  as  if  the  micrometer  thread  were 
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fixed.  But  the  reading  C  will,  in  general,  involve  an  error  of 
runs,  to  avoid  which,  set  the  circle  as  before  upon  a  neighboring 
exact  division,  and  let  the  reading  be  still  called  C ;  then  bisect 
the  star  with  the  micrometer  thread,  and  let  the  reading  be  M' ; 
the  nadir  distance  of  the  star  will  be 


i^=  (C'~  Q  +  {M'-^JIQ 


(190) 


In  practice,  this  method  will  be  found  much  simpler  than  it  at 
first  appears.  The  finder  should  always  be  adjusted  so  that 
whole  minutes  in  its  reading  correspond  to  whole  minutes  of  the 
principal  circle.  Then,  in  all  observations  of  the  nadir  point, 
we  set  the  finder  to  the  same  exact  division ;  and,  in  observing 
the  star,  we  compute  its  approximate  nadir  distance  to  the  nearest 
minute,  and  set  the  finder  upon  this  minute. 

In  the  above  formula,  we  suppose  the  micrometer  readings  to 
increase  with  the  circle  readings. 


Example. — On  May  4,  1856,  the  telescope  of  the  Meridian 
Circle  of  the  Naval  Academy  was  directed  to  the  nadir  by  setting 
the  finder  upon  0®  0',  and  the  mean  of  the  four  microscopes  gave 
the  circle  reading 

Co  =  359*  5y  54'^70  (or  —  0^  (K  6".30) 

The  micrometer  thread  was  then  brought  alternately  north  and 
south  of  its  own  image  in  the  collimator,  so  as  to  form  each  time 
a  square  with  the  middle  transit  thread  and  its  image  (as  in  Art 
147),  and  the  micrometer  readings  were  as  follows : 


Image  K. 

8. 

Mesa*. 

ff  88'.4 

1 

40«.8 

ft'  87*.I0 

82.9 

40.4 

86.65 

83.0 

40.3 

86.65 

88.5 

40.5 

87.60 

M^  =  6'  36'.85 

so  that  M^  was  the  reading  when  the  micrometer  thread  was  in 
coincidence  with  its  image. 

The  telescope  was  then  directed  to  Polaris  at  its  upper  culmi- 
nation by  setting  the  finder  at  229^  82'  (the  latitude  being  88^  Sy, 
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the  declination  88**  82',  and  the  refraction  1',  approximately), 
and  at  the  time  of  the  star's  transit,  the  micrometer  thread 
bisecting  the  star,  there  were  found 

Circle  reading  C  =  229«  32'  7".47 
Microm.   "       M' =  5' SO-'.e 

The  value  of  one  division  of  the  micrometer  was  0".927.  Hence 

C  —  C;  =  229«  32^  12".77 
Jf'  —  Jf,  =  +  13'.75  =  +12  .75 

(i\r)  =  229    82  26  .52 

This  is  the  apparent  nadir  distance  upon  the  supposition  that  the 
position  of  the  reading  microscopes  (which  rest  on  the  axis  of 
the  telescope*)  remained  absolutely  fixed  while  the  instrument 
revolved  from  the  nadir  to  the  star.  To  determine  this,  the 
spirit  level  was  applied  to  the  microscope  frame.  At  the  nadir 
reading,  the  inclination  of  the  frame  was  to  =  —  1".23,  and  at  the 
observation  of  the  star  it  was  f  =  —  1".54 ;  and  hence  we  have 

(JNT)  =  2290  32^  25".52 
r — lo  =  —  0  .31 

J\r'=229    82  25  .21 

In  this  observation,  the  circle  was  east,  and  the  nadir  distance 
was  reckoned  through  the  south  point. 

197.  Since  C^  and  M^  will  be  applied  in  reducing  all  the  obser- 
vations made  on  the  same  day,  or  so  long  as  these  quaYitities  are 
regarded  as  constant,  it  will  be  convenient  to  combine  them  once 
for  all.  We  may  either  convert  the  micrometer  reading  into 
seconds  of  arc  and  add  it  to  the  circle  reading,  which  will  give 
the  circle  reading  when  M^=  0\  or  convert  the  seconds  of  the 
circle  reading  into  divisions  of  the  micrometer  and  add  it  to  the 
micrometer  reading,  which  will  give  the  micrometer  reading 
when  (^=0.  Thus,  if  we  take  the  latter  method  in  the  pre- 
ceding example,  we  have  Cq=  —  5".30  =  —  5*'.72  of  the  micro- 
meter.    We    then    take    (iHf)  =  Q+ J!fo=  5"  36''.85  —  6^.72  = 

*  As  this  construction  inTolves  the  necessity  of  an  additional  obserration,  and 
thus  introduces  another  source  of  error,  it  appears  to  be  preferable  to  attadh  the 
reading  microscopes  permanently  to  the  piers,  provided  the  piers  are  well  guarded 
against  changes  of  temperature  which  might  alter  the  relatiTe  positions  of  tho 
microscopes. 
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5'  31"'.13,  which  we  may  call  the  mierometer  zero;  and  in  any 
observation  of  a  star  when  the  circle  reading  is  C  and  micro- 
meter reading  M'y  th^  nadir  distance  will  be  simply  {N')  =  C" 
+  J!f '  —  (Jff ).     In  this  example,  therefore,  we  should  have 

C"=229°32'    7".47 
M'  —  (Jf)  =:  +  19-.47  =  +18  .05 

{JUT')  =  229    82  25  .52 

198.  Instead  of  a  single  micrometer  thread,  Bessel  used  a 
double  one,  consisting  of  two  very  close  parallel  threads.  The 
sight  line  is  then  a  line  which  bisects  the  angle  between  the 
threads,  and  a  star  is  always  observed  when  it  is  estimated  to  be 
midway  between  them.  It  was  the  opinion  of  Bessel  that  even 
greater  accuracy  was  attainable  in  this  way  than  in  bisecting  a 
star  by  a  single  thread.  Although  there  may  be  some  doubt  of 
this  being  true  for  all  observers,  still  the  method  has  advantages 
in  determining  the  nadir  point.  The  sight  line  determined  by 
the  middle  point  between  the  threads  will  be  vertical  when  each 
thread  is  in  coincidence  with  the  image  of  the  other  thread.  But, 
as  we  cannot  depend  upon  such  directly  observed  coincidences, 
the  micrometer  reading  for  coincidence  is  found  by  taking  the 
mean  of  two  observations,  at  one  of  which  the 

•  Fi|t.  47. 

image  of  one  of  the  threads  is  placed  midway  a 

between  the  threads,  and  at  the  other  the  image  

of  the  other  thread  is  so  placed.     Thus,  at  one  ^ -_-- 

observation  we  make  the  observation  a,  Fig.  47,  ===== 
and  at  the  other  the  observation  6,  and  take  the  mean  of  the 
corresponding  readings. 

199.  Reduction  to  the  meridian, — In  the  above  method  of  obser- 
vation, the  determination  of  the  nadir  point  is  made  verj'  precise 
by  repeating  the  readings  of  the  circle  and  micrometer,  but  the 
reading  for  the  star  depends  upon  a  single  observation.  In  order 
to  give  both  measures  at  least  equal  precision,  we  must  make 
several  bisections  of  the  star  by  the  micrometer  thread  during 
the  passage  of  the  star  across  the  field.  But,  since  the  star  in 
general  describes  a  small  circle  in  the  field,  all  the  measures  on 
either  side  of  the  meridian  will  require  a  correction.  In  inves- 
tigating this  correction,  I  shall  suppose  that  the  instrument  is  not 
precisely  in  the  meridian,  in  order  to  see  what  effect  its  errors 
have  upon  the  observed  declination. 
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Ill  Fig.  48,  constructed  as  in  Art  123,  let  0  be  the  position  of 

the  star.  The  great  circle  described 
by  the  telescope  is  N'Z'S',  and  Z'  is 
the  zenith  of  the  instrument.  The 
arc  AO  drawn  from  the  pole  of  the 
great  circle  N'Z'S'  to  the  star  inter- 
sects- this  circle  in  0',  and  00'  re- 
presents the  micrometer  thread  which 
bisects  the  star,  since  this  thread  is 
also  perpendicular  to  the  plane  of  the 
instrument,  and  O'O  =  c  is  the  dis- 
tance of  the  star  from  the  coUimation 
axis.  If  the  telescope  were  directed  to  the  pole,  the  thread 
would  coincide  with  PP\  P'  being  the  point  in  which  the  great 
circle  AP  intersects  N'Z'S'.  Hence,  P'  is  the  apparent  pole  of 
the  instrument,  and  the  apparent  polar  distance  of  the  star,  aa 
given  by  the  instrument,  is  P'O'  =  90° —  d'  (denoting  the  in- 
strumental declination  by  8').  But,  since  the  triangle  P'AO'  is 
right  angled  at  P'  and  0',  the  angle  P'AO'  is  measured  by 
P'O'.  We  have,  therefore,  in  the  triangle  P^O  (with  the  nota- 
tion of  Art.  128),  the  sides  P^  =  90°  —  n,  AO  =  90°  +  c,  PO 
=  90°  —  8,  with  the  angle  ^PO  =  90°  +  r  —  w,  and  the  angle 
PAO  =  90°  —  8\    Hence,  by  Sph.  Trig., 


sin  d  = 
cos  3  sin  (t  —  m)  = 
cos  d  cos  (t  —  m)  = 


—  sin  n  sin  c  +  cos  n  cos  c  sin  d' 
cos  n  Hin  c  -\-  sin  n  cos  c  sin  d' 

cos  c  cos  d' 


(191) 


in  which  8  is  the  corrected  declination,*  r  is  the  east  hour  angle 
of  the  star,  and  m  and  n  are  the  instrumental  constants  as  deter- 
mined by  transit  observations  (Art.  151).  But,  since  n  is  exceed- 
ingly small  (seldom  more  than  0'.5  =  7".6)  and  c  not  more  than 
15'  even  when  the  star  is  observed  near  one  of  the  extreme 
transit  threads,  the  product  sin  c  sin  n  will  be  insensible,  and  we 
may  always  put  cos  n  =  1.  The  first  and  third  of  these  equa- 
tions, therefore,  become 

sin  S  =  cos  c  sin  d' 
cos  d  cos  (t  —  m)  =  cos  c  cos  S' 


whence 


tan  d  =  cos  (t  —  m)  tan  d' 


(192) 


*  That  is,  6  is  the  apparent  declination  (affected  by  refraction  and  parallax)  as  it 
would  be  giyen  by  an  observation  in  the  meridiax^  with  a  perfectly  atj^usted  instrumont. 
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from  which  it  appears  that  the  only  correction  for  the  error  of 
the  instrument  with  respect  to  the  meridian  is  the  subtraction 
of  the  constant  m  from  the  hour  angle.  The  value  of  d  will  be 
found  more  conveniently  by  developing  it  in  series  by  PL  Trig. 
Art.  254 ;  we  find 


in  which 


.        -,  ,    ^sin  2<J'    ,   J*  sin  4^' 

d  =  d'  +  ^ h  2 +  &c. 

^     sinl"    ^    2sinr    ^ 


1  —  8in»  i  (t  —  m) 


As  it  is  more  convenient  to  employ  sin'J{r  —  m)  instead  of 
tan*|(r  —  m),  because  tables  of  the  former  quantity  are  in  com- 
mon use  (see  Tables  V.  and  VI.),  we  develop  q  in  the  form 

q  =  —  sin*  A  (r  —  w)  [1  —  sin*  J  (t  —  m)]  -* 
=  —  sin*  ^  (r  —  m)  —  sin*  ^  (t  —  m)  —  &c. 

and,  substituting  this  value,  we  find 

^  =  J'-^ ^ ^  sm  2^' =^-^^ '  sm  2^'8in'^'     fl93) 

sm  1"  Bm  1'' 

where  the  last  term  is  usually  insensible,  and  the  term -. — — — - 

•^  sm  1" 

sin  25'  is  called  the  reduction  to  the  meridian.*  In  computing 
this  term,  we  may  use  d  for  d\  The  correction  is  always  sub- 
tractive  from  the  instrumental  declination.  If,  however,  we  wish 
to  apply  it  to  the  observed  nadir  distance  JV',  we  must  observe 
the  sign  of  JV'  in  (190).  For  circle  east,  the  reduction  will  be 
additive  to  N'y  and  for  circle  west,  subtractive  from  N'. 

Example. — In  the  observation  of  Polaris  on  May  4,  1856,  p. 
287,  the  star  was  not  only  observed  at  the  time  of  its  transit,  but 
it  was  bisected  by  the  micrometer  thread  a  number  of  times 
during  its  passage  over  the  field,  the  clock  being  noted  at  each 
bisection,  as  in  the  following  table,  which  contains  also  the  re- 
duction of  the  observations : 

*  The  last  term  of  the  aeries  beoomeB  a  maximum  for  a  given  yalue  of  r  —  m 

■      A    \    /  \ 

when  S  =  60®,  in  which  case  the  ralue  of  the  term  is   — • }  ^/H,  which 

sin  1" 

amounts  to  0".01  only  when  r  —  m  ==  6"*  23".  For  J  =  88°  BC,  the  term  amounts 
»o  0".01  only  when  t  ^m  =  12"».    * 
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J 

Mf 

1*  !"•  51'. 

5^50^6 

2    17 

50.9 

2    49 

50.8 

8     16 

50.5 

8    85 

50.2 

4      0 

50.4 

4    80 

50.8 

4    57 

50.4 

6    11 

49.4 

6    37 

50.4 

7      0 

49.8 

7    24 

51  .2 

7    55 

60.9 

if'— JH, 


-f  18f  66 
14.06 
18.95 
18.65 
18.85 
18.56 
18.95 
18.55 
12.56 
18.56 
12.95 
14.86 
14.05 


-I-  12".66 
13  .02 
12  .93 
12  .65 
12  .88 
12  .56 
12  .98 
12  .66 

11  .63 

12  .56 

12  .00 
18  .30 

13  .02 


r  —  » 

R 

jr+« 

Dm.  froni 
mean. 

1 

-j-2"»52'. 

—  0".41 

-f-  12".24 

—  0".20 

2    26 

0  .80 

12  .72 

4-0  .28 

1    64 

0  .18 

12  .75 

-f-0  .81 

1    27 

0  .11 

12  .54 

+  0  .10 

1      8 

0  .06 

12  .82 

—  0  .12 

0    48 

0  .08 

12  .58 

4-0  .09 

+0    18 

0  .00 

12  .98 

-f-0  .49 

—  0    14 

0  .00 

12  .56 

4-0  .12 

1    28 

0  .11 

11  .52 

—  0  .92 

1    54 

0  .18 

12  .88 

-0  .06 

2    17 

0  .26 

11  .74 

-0  .70 

2    41 

0  .86 

12  .94 

-f-0  .60 

—3    12 

—  0  .51 

+  12  .51 

-hO  .07 

Mean  -f  12  .44 


The  column  T  contains  the  observed  clock  times ;  M'  the  micro- 
meter reading  at  each  bisection  of  the  star ;  M'  —  M^  is  found 
from  the  observation  of  the  nadir,  which  gave  M^=  S*"  36**.  85, 
and  M"  is  the  value  of  M'  —  M^  in  arc,  the  value  of  a  division 
being  0".927.  To  find  r  —  m,  we  observe  that  the  hour  angle  r 
is  found  by  the  formula 

'a  being  the  right  ascension  of  the  star  and  a  T  the  clock  correc- 
tion, and  hence 

T  —  m  =  a  —  clT —  m  —  T 
or,  putting 


we  have 


T  —  m  =  a'  —  T 


In  the  present  example,  the  value  of  m  was  +  0'.42,  and  a 7*  was 
+  l"  2*.  85.  The  apparent  place  of  tbe  star,  from  the  American 
Ephemeris,  was 


a  =  1*  5*  46'.29 


d  =  SS**  82'  26''.00 


Hence,  a'  =  1*  4*  43'.0,  the  difference  between  which  and  each 
T  is  given  in  the  column  r  —  m. 

The  reduction  to  the  meridian,  here  denoted  by  iZ,  is  conve- 
niently computed  by  the  aid  of  Table  VI.,  under  the  form 

iZ  = ^^ cos  d  sm  d  (194) 

sin  1" 

This  reduction  is  here  to  be  applied  to  the  observed  nadir  dis- 
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tance  with  the  same  sign  as  to  the  declination,  for  the  finder  was 
west,  and  the  nadir  distance,  being  reckoned  through  the  south 
point  over  the  zenith,  increases  with  the  declination.  The  two 
quantities  M"  and  R  being  applied  to  the  difference  of  the  circle 
readings  for  the  nadir  point  and  the  star,  we  have  the  apparent 
nadir  distance  of  the  star  in  the  meridian.  The  sum  M^'  +  R 
should  then  be  the  same  for  each  observation,  and  we  have  here 
found  its  value  for  each  in  order  to  determine  the  probable  error 
of  observation.  From  the  "  differences  from  the  mean"  in  the 
kst  column,  we  find  that  the  probable  error  of  a  single  observa- 
tion was  0".28,  which  includes  the  error  in  bisecting  the  star  by 
the  thread,  the  error  arising  from  unsteadiness  of  the  star,  and 
errors  of  the  micrometer. 

The  meridian  nadir  distance  of  the  star  from  the  mean  of  all 
the  observations  is  then  found  as  follows : 


(From  page  288)  C  —  C^  = 

Corr.  for  incL  of  microscopes  =  i'  —  \=    

N'  =  229    32  24  .90 


229^  32'  12".77 
+  12  .44 
—    0  .31 


The  observation  was  taken  to  determine  the  latitude,  and,  in 
order  to  find  the  refraction,  the  barometer  and  thermometer 
were  observed  both  before  and  after  the  observation,  as  follows : 


Barometer 
Attached  Therm. 
External 


a 


At  1*  0«. 


so'-.iie 

54  .9 


At  1*  12"». 


80*».210 
66^.5 
64  .6 


Means. 


80M93 
56<>.3 
54  .75 


Hence,  using  Bessel's  Refraction  Table,  we  find 


—  / 
BefractioD 

—  z 
d 


49^  32'  24".90 
1     8  .05 

49    33  32  .95 
88    32  26  X)0 


f  =  38    58  53  .05 

200.  Hbrizonfal  point. — Observation  of  a  star  by  reflection. — The 
second  method  of  using  the  instrument  is  that  in  which  the 
apparent  altitude  of  a  star  is  determined  by  taking  half  the 
angular  distance  between  the  star  and  its  image  reflected  in  a 
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basin  of  mercury.  The  direct  observation  of  the  star  is  usually 
made  before  the  meridian  transit,  and  that  of  the  reflected  image 
after  the  transit,  or  vice  versa,  and  each  is  reduced  to  the  meridian. 
The  difference  of  the  two  reduced  circle  readings  {plus  the  dif- 
ference of  the  micrometer  readings  if  the  observations  are  made 
on  the  movable  thread)  is  twice  the  meridian  altitude.  The  half 
sum  of  these  readings  is  the  reading  when  the  sight  line  is  hori- 
zontal, and  represents  the  horizontal  point  of  the  circle.* 

In  observing  equatorial  stars  by  this  method,  the  circle  is  set 
approximately  for  the  direct  observation,  and  the  microscopes 
read  off  before  the  star  comes  into  the  field.  Then  one  or  more 
bisections  of  the  star  are  made,  with  the  micrometer  thread, 
before  the  star  arrives  at  the  middle  transit  thread.  The  teles- 
cope is  then  quickly  turned  towards  the  mercury  and  clamped  at 
the  approximate  position  of  the  reflected  image,  several  bisec- 
tions are  made  with  the  micrometer,  and  finally  the  circle  is 
again  read  off.  That  no  time  may  be  lost  in  setting  the  circle 
upon  the  reflected  image,  a  spirit-level  finder  attached  to  the 
tube  of  the  telescope  is  previously  set  to  the  approximate  depres- 
sion of  the  image ;  the  telescope  is  then  revolved  until  the  bubble 
plays. 

In  the  case  of  stars  near  the  pole,  the  circle  may  be  read  off  a 
number  of  times  during  the  transit,  as  in  the  following  example 
from  Bessel. 

Example. — The  following  observations  of  a  Ursce  Minoris  were 
taken  by  Bessel  with  the  Repsold  meridian  circle  of  the  Konigs- 
berg  Observatory  in  1842,  April  22.  The  star,  or  its  reflected 
image,  was  brought  in  the  middle  between  the  two  close  threads 
of  the  micrometer  by  moving  the  telescope  by  the  tangent  screw, 
the  micrometer  thread  being  used  as  fixed,  and  the  circle  was 
read  off  after  each  obsen^ation.  Five  direct  obsei*vations  are 
preceded  and  followed  by  three  reflection  observations. 


*  The  determination  of  the  horizontal  point  by  reflection  obsuryatii'ns  should  be 
used,  in  conjunction  with  the  other  methods  given  in  the  text,  for  the  sake  of  yerifi- 
cation.  Indeed,  it  is  desirable  that  all  the  instrumental  constants  should  be  found 
by  at  least  two  independent  methodn.  The  construction  of  the  instrument  po  that 
this  sbaU  always  be  possible  presents  difficulties*  which,  howeyer,  haye  been  success- 
fully overcome  by  Da.  B.  A.  Gould  in  the  large  meridian  circle  constructed  undar 
his  direction  for  the  Dudley  Observatory. 
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a  Urtm  Mmorit. — Upper  Culmination. 


Clock. 


0»45- 

54* 

17-  20- 

49 

1 

14  13 

51 

6 

12  8 

54 

9 

9  6 

58 

58 

4  21 

1  2 

54 

0  20 

7 

28 

4  14 

12 

6 

8  52 

18 

25 

15  11 

21 

27 

18  13 

28 

46 

20  82 

T  —  m 


CiT«Ie. 

146« 

15' 

11" 

'.0 

16 

.9 

20 

.2 

33 

44 

44 

.0 

41 

.5 

40 

.5 

42 

.8 

45 

.6 

146 

15 

15 

.4 

10 

.4 

• 

5 

.4 

It 

Meridian. 

+  15".8 

146°  15'  26".8 

+  10  .6 

27  .5 

+  7  .7 

27  .9 

—  4  .3 

33  44  39  .7 

-  1  .0 

40  .5 

0  .0 

40  .5 

—  0  .9 

41  .9 

—  4  .1 

41  .5 

+  12  .1 

146  15  27  .5 

+  17  .4 

27  .8 

+  22  .1 

27  .5 

Mean.  Direct     33    44  40  .82 
Eeflect.  146    16  27  .50 


li 


App.  merid.  zen.  dist.    33    44  36  .66 
Barom.  29^808  Att.  Therm.  47^.1  F.  1       ,       . 

Ext.       "       49  .0-  /R^^'^ct^o^  +  S8  .76 

Correction  of  the  circle  graduation  +  0".470 

Corr.  for  distance  of  mercury  -f  0  .018  +    0  .49 

Star's  polar  distance  1    31  53  .53 

Complement  of  latitude   35    17     9  .44 

f=    54    42  50  .56 

In  computing  r  —  m  by  the  form  a'  —  Ty  we  have  assumed 
cat'  =  1*  3"*  14*.  The  circle  readings  are  the  means  obtained  from 
the  readings  of  four  microscopes. 

The  reduction  to  the  meridian  R  is  computed  for  the  reflection 
observations  by  the  same  formulae  as  for  direct  ones,  only 
changing  its  sign. 

The  correction  of  the  circle  graduation  was  derived  by  Bessel 
fipom  a  special  investigation  of  the  errors  of  those  divisions  which 
come  into  use  in  the  observation  of  Polaris  by  direct  and  reflection 
observations  at  its  upper  -culmination.  For  a  given  zenith  dis- 
tance z,  the  four  divisions  that  come  into  use  in  the  direct  obser- 
vation by  the  use  of  the  four  microscopes  are  z,  90°  +  Zj 
180°  +  z,  270°  +  z\  and  in  the  reflection  observation,  360°  —  z, 
90°  —  z,  180°  —  z,  and  270°  —  z.  The  correction  0".470  is  here 
the  mean  of  the  corrections  of  these  eight  divisions  for  z  =  33°  44', 
the  sign  of  the  correction  for  the  reflection  observations  being 
changed.* 


*  See  BiSBiL,  in  Attron.  Nach.,  Nos.  481  and  482. 


296  MBRIDIAN   CIRCLE. 

The  correction  for  the  distance  of  the  mercury  from  the 
instrument  is  simply  the  difference  of  the  latitude  of  the  mercury 
basin  and  the  centre  of  the  telescope.  For  in  this  method  we 
really  measure  the  angle  between  the  direct  and  reflected  rays 
which  is  formed  at  the  surface  of  the  mercury,  and,  consequently, 
the  latitude  determined  is  that  of  the  mercury.  The  basin  was 
here  north  of  the  instrument,  and  the  deduced  latitude  would 
require  a  subtractive  correction,  or  the  zenith  distance  an  additive 
one. 

To  find  the  horizontal  point  of  the  circle  corrected  for  the 
division  errors,  we  have,  according  to  Bessel,  for  z  =  83°  44'  in 
the  direct  observation,  the  correction  +  0".156,  and  for  the  sup- 
plement of  this  the  correction  —  0".784,  the  half  difference  of 
which  is  the  correction  +  0".470  used  above,  and  the  half  sum 
—  0".314  is  the  correction  of  the  horizontal  point  found  by 
taking  the  mean  of  the  circle  readings  in  the  direct  and  reflected 
observations.     Thus,  we  have 

Mean  of  circle  readings  =  90«  (K  4'M6 
Corp.  of  graduations       =        —  0  .31 

Horizontal  point  =  90    0  3  .85 

The  zenith  point  of  the  circle  is,  therefore,  0°  0'  8''.85.  So  long 
as  the  state  of  the  instrument  is  unchanged,  this  is  the  constant 
correction  of  all  zenith  distances  observed,  additive  or  subtract- 
ive, according  as  the  object  is  south  or  north  of  the  zenith. 

201.  The  nadir,  horizontal,  and  zenith  points  of  the  circle  are 
all  determined  when  any  one  of  them  is  determined,*  and  there- 
fore we  ought  to  be  able  to  combine  the  results  obtained  by  the 
mercury  collimator  and  by  reflection  obsen^ations  of  stars. 
Nevertheless,  observers  have  sometimes  found  discrepancies 
between  the  two  methods  which  appeared  to  be  greater  than 
could  fairly  be  ascribed  to  errors  of  observation.  Among  the 
sources  of  error  which  may  produce  such  discrepancies,  we  may 
here  mention  the  personal  equation  in  bisecting  a  star  by  a  micro- 
meter thread.  Prof.  J.  H.  C.  CoFFiNf  has  demonstrated  the 
existence  of  such  an  equation,  more  or  less  constant,  betw'een 
.different  observers,  by  comparing  the  declinations  of  the  same 

*  ProTided  the  errors  of  diyision  and  of  flexure  hare  been  duly  eliminated, 
f  AstrononUeai  Journal,  Vol.  IIL  p.  121. 
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star  obtained  by  the  different  observers  using  the  mural  circle  of 
the  Washington  Observatory  during  the  years  1846  to  1849 
inclusive,  the  declinations  having  all  been  reduced  to  the  same 
epoch.  He  also  found  a  constant  difference  between  the  decli- 
nations of  zenith  stars  observed  by  himself  when  they  were 
observed  as  southern  stars — Le,  with  the  body  fronting  south — 
and  when  they  were  observed  as  northern  stars,  and  this  under 
conditions  which  excluded  the  hypothesis  of  a  parallax  resulting 
from  a  maladjustment  of  focus.  This  difference  amounted  to 
nearly  0".5. 

A  really  constant  error  in  bisecting  a  star  will  affect  the  zenith 
distances  of  all  stars  alike,  but  will  have  opposite  effects  upon 
the  deduced  declinations  of  stars  north  and  south  of  the  zenith. 
It  will  also  have  opposite  effects  upon  the  declination  of  the 
same  star  deduced  from  direct  observations  and  by  reflection ; 
and  hence  the  discordance  between  the  results  of  these  two 
kinds  of  observations  will  be  twice  that  error.  It  will  also  cause 
the  zenith  points  determined  from  north  and  south  stars  to  differ 
by  twice  the  error  of  bisection. 

Professor  Coffin  also  suggests  that  the  discrepancies  referred 
to  may  possibly  be  produced,  in  part  at  least,  by  a  habit,  of 
making  the  bisection  constantly  before  or  constantly  after  the 
instant  for  which  it  is  recorded,  in  which  case  the  error  will  vary 
with  the  declination.  Thus,  if  the  observation  is  recorded  as 
made  at  the  time  the  star  passes  the  middle  thread,  and  the 
observer  always  makes  the  bisection  at  a  constant  time  before  or 
after  the  transit,  the  error  will  be  simply  the  reduction  to  the 
meridian  for  this  time,  and,  consequently,  proportional  to  sin  25; 
but  if  he  observes  at  the  constant  distance  c  from  the  middle 
tliread,  the  error  in  the  time  being  csecd,  the  corresponding 
error  in  the  declination  will  be  proportional  to  e*  sec*  5  sin  2  5, 
that  is,  proportional  to  tan  d. 

Inclination  of  the  micronieter  thread  is  another  source  of  error, 
which  should  always  be  attended  to  and  removed  by  adjustment 
if  possible,  or  by  computftig  the  correction  for  it.  It  is  evident 
that  the  error  in  the  observed  declination  will  be  proportional 
to  the  distance  of  the  point  at  which  the  observation  is  made 
from  the  middle  thread.  The  inclination  will  be  determined  by 
bisecting  a  star  at  two  extreme  points  on  the  right  and  left  of 
the  field.  The  difference  of  the  two  observations,  when  both 
have  been  reduced  to  the  meridian,  will  give  the  required  correc- 
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tion  for  inclination.  A  star  near  the  pole  will  be  preferable  for 
tliis  purpose,  as  a  number  of  bisections  may  be  made  at  each 
extremity  of  the  field. 

202.  Example. — ^As  an  example  involving  all  the  various  cor- 
rections, I  extract  the  following  from  the  Greenwich  Observa- 
tions : 

Zenith  distances  obserTed  with  the  Transit  Circle. — Greenwich,  April  16,  1852. 


Ottfect. 

Pointer. 

Microwopes  of  Circle. 

Teleeoope 
microiueter. 

a: 

1 
7 

A 

B 

C 

D 

X 

V 

1)  Bootis  (Reflected) 
1)  Bootii  (Direct) 
Nadir  point 

147°  W 

82     0 

170    40 

0.942 
0.75S 

2^.130 
0.901 
0.712 

2'.270 
1  .038 
0.818 

1'.802 
0.612 
0.420 

2*'.066 
0.820 
0.036 

2^.160 
0.903 
0.743 

lOr-llO 

20.163 
21.364 

At  the  observation  of  17  Booiis  there  were  also  observed 
Barom.  29«».86,  Att.  Therm.  33*^.2,  Ext.  Therm.  36^.8. 


The  pointer,  which  is  used  in  setting  the  circle  for  an  observa- 
tion, gives  the  degrees  and  next  preceding  6'  of  the  circle 
reading. 

One  revolution  of  a  circle  microscope  is  called  a  "  nominal 
minute,"  and  the  mean  value  of  4'.902  corresponds  to  5',  so  that 
the  nominal  minutes  are  reduced  to  true  minutes  of  arc  by  in- 
creasing them  by  their  -^^  part.  Since  the  mean  of  the  micro- 
scopes is  to  be  found  by  dividing  their  sum  by  6,  and  the  deci- 
mal part  of  the  quotient  is  then  to  be  converted  into  nominal 
seconds  by  multiplying  by  60,  the  nominal  seconds  in  the  mean 
are  obtained  at  once  by  simply  adding  the  decimals  of  the 
several  microscope  readings  (making  the  integers  the  same  in 
all)  and  removing  the  decimal  point  one  place.  Thus,  in  the 
first  observation,  making  2  the  common  integer,  the  sum  of  the 
decimals  is  .610,  and  hence  the  mean  is  2'  6'MO  (nominal), 
which  increased  by  its  ^  or  ^  part  is  2'  8".62  of  arc.  This 
requires  a  further  correction  for  variation  of  the  value  of  a 
microscope  revolution  from  its  mean  value,  that  is,  for  error  of 
runs  (Art.  22).  The  correction  for  runs  on  the  given  date  was 
+  0".576  for  100  nominal  seconds,  and,  therefore,  the  correction 
of  the  first  observation  is  +  0".576  X  1.'261  ==  +  0".73. 
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There  is  next  to  be  applied  the  correction  for  error  of  gradua 
tion  and  of  flexure.     These  are  combined  in  a  table  given  in 
the  introduction  to  the  observations,  from  which  their  values,  as 
used  in  the  following  reduction,  are  taken  with  the  argument 
"Pointer  reading.'* 

The  value  of  one  revolution  of  the  telescope  micrometer  was 
29". 626,  and  the  reading  multiplied  by  this  number  is  always 
additive  to  the  circle  reading. 

The  distance  of  the  star  from  the  meridian  is  expressed  by 
the  number  in  the  last  column  of  the  above  table,  here  denoted 
by  iV,  which  is  the  number  of  the  transit  thread  at  which  the 
bisection  is  made.  The  middle  thread  is  assumed  to  be  in  the 
meridian  ;*  and,  since  the  average  distance  of  two  adjacent 
threads  was  207".31,  the  number  of  the  middle  thread  being  4, 
the  distance  of  the  star  from  the  meridian  is  represented  by 

c  =  207".31  {N  —  4) 

The  formula  for  reduction  to  the  meridian  is  put  under  the  ap- 
proximate form 

J?  =  J  T*  sin  1"  sin  2^  =:  ^  t"  sin  1"  sin  d  cos  d 

and  r  is  also  found  approximately  by  the  formula  r  =  <?  sec^: 
hence,  according  to  this  (rather  inaccurate)  method,  we  have 

J?  =  Jc»8in  r  tan^ 

which  for  the  Greenwich  instrument  gives 

R  =  0".1042  tan  ^  x  (i^  —  4)* 

as  given  in  the  explanations  of  the  observations. 

The  micrometer  thread  was  inclined  so  that  an  observation  at 
one  of  the  side  threads  required  the  correction  —  0".775  X 
{N-  4). 

The  complete  reduction  of  the  above  observations  is,  there- 
fore, as  follows.  In  computing  the  reduction  R  we  have  as- 
sumed 8  =  19^  8'. 

*  I  am  here  stating  the  method  employed  at  the  Qreenwich  ObserTatorj,  not  re- 
commeoding  it.  For  stars  near  the  pole  it  is  not.  sufficiently  accurate,  as  will  be 
found  by  reducing  some  of  the  obserTations  of  a  and  \  Ur$m  Minoria  by  oar  com- 
plete formula  (193).    A  difference  of  0".2  or  0'\S  occurs  in  some  oaaee. 
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Mean  of  mioroeoopei 

Reduction  to  arc  =?  ^ 

Correction  for  runa 

DiTision  error 

Telescope  micrometer 

Reduction  to  meridian 

Corr.  for  inclination  of  thread 

Pointer 

Corrected  merid.  circle  reading 


Hence,  by  tj  BootiSj  we  have 

App.  jsenith  diet.  (E) 

n  u  u     ^Dj 

Mean  app.  zen.  dist. 
Befraction 


1)  Boolit  (R) 

^  BooliM  (D) 

Nadir  Pt 

-f     2'    6M0 

+     0*62".  16 

-f     0*  40".82j 

4-          2  .52 

4-          1  .04 

4-          0  .82 

-I-          0  .78 

+          0  .30 

4-          0  .24! 

-1-          1  .61 

-f          1  .24 

4-          0  .86| 

4-    9  26  .16 

-f-    9  57  .86 

-f  10  32  .93 

—          0  .82 

-I-          0  .32 

+          2  .83 

2  .83 

147*20' 

.S2»    0* 

1790  40' 

147    81  89  .02 

82    10  50  .08 

179    51  15  .67; 

82' 

28' 

20 

.98 

82 

10 

50 

.08 

82 

19 

85 

.53 

+ 

88 

.01 

32 

20 

13 

.54 

51 

28 

88 

.20 

Z   : 

^  =  19      8  24  .66 

The  half  difference  of  the  apparent  zenith  distances  (R)  and 
(D)  is  evidently  the  zenith  point  correction,  and  is  here  +  8'  45".45 
additive  to  all  circle  readings.  According  to  the  nadir  point 
observation,  it  is  +  8'  44".33.  The  practice  at  the  Greenwicli 
Observatory,  hov^ever,  is  to  employ  for  a  number  of  consecutive 
days  a  mean  value  of  the  zenith  point  correction  obtained  from 
all  the  values  determined  during  the  period.  Thus,  the  mean 
value  employed  from  April  12  to  April  24,  1852,  a  period  in- 
cluding the  above  observations,  was  +  8'  45".16.  The  practice 
recommended  by  Bessel  of  employing  the  nadir  point  readings 
determined  at  the  time  of  the  observation  is  preferable. 


208.  The  zero  points  of  the  circle  may  also  be  determined  by 
reversing  the  axis,  if  the  microscopes  rest  on  the  axis  and,  con- 
sequently, are  reversed  with  it.  Let  a  coUimating  telescope  be 
placed  anywhere  in  the  meridian  with  its  axis  directed  towards 
the  rotation  axis  of  the  meridian  circle,  and  let  it  be  provided 
with  a  cross  thread  in  its  focus.  Direct  the  telescope  upon  the 
collimator,  and  bring  the  micrometer  thread  upon  the  intersection 
of  the  cross  thread.    Let  C  be  the  circle  reading  corrected  for 
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the  inclination  of  the  microscope  frame,  micrometer  reading,  &c. 
Now  reverse  the  rotation  axis,  and  make  a  similar  observation 
upon  the  collimator.  Let  (7'  be  the  corrected  reading.  Then  it 
is  evident  that  J  ( C  —  C)  is  the  true  zenith  distance  of  the  colli- 
mator (supposing  the  readings  to  commence  at  the  zenith),  while 
J  ( C  +  C')  is  the  true  reading  when  the  telescope  is  vertical,  and 
represents  the  zenith  poinL  This  method  may  occasionally  be 
used  for  the  purpose  of  comparison  with  the  methods  already 
given ;  but  it  is  too  troublesome  for  constant  use.  Moreover, 
observations  depending  on  the  spirit  level  are  not  so  reliable  as 
those  made  from  the  surface  of  mercury,  which,  when  at  rest, 
must  be  perfectly  horizontal. 

Another  method,  suggested  by  the  ever-inventive  Bessel 
(before  the  introduction  of  the  mercury  collimator,  however),  is 
also  dependent  on  the  spirit  level,  but  admits  of  greater  accuracy 
than  the  above,  because  a  level  of  larger  dimensions  may  be  used. 
The  level  is  applied  to  the  coUimating  telescope,  which  is  placed 
in  the  horizontal  plane  of  the  axis  of  the  meridian  circle.  When 
the  bubble  is  in  any  given  position,  the  sight  line  of  the  colli- 
mator makes  a  given  angle  with  the  vertical.  K,  then,  the  colli- 
mator with  its  level  is  first  placed  south  and  then  north  of  the 
circle,  and  the  bubble  of  the  level  brought  to  the  same  reading 
in  each  case,  the  zenith  distance  of  the  cross  thread  observed  by 
the  circle  must  be  the  same,  but  on  opposite  sides  of  the  zenith. 
The  mean  of  the  two  circle  readings  will  therefore  be  the  zenith 
point  reading.  Instead  of  bringing  the  level  of  the  collimator 
to  the  same  reading,  it  will  be  preferable  to  observe  the  inclina- 
tion in  each  position  north  and  south,  by  reversing  tlie  level  in 
the  usual  manner ;  then  the  diflference  of  the  inclinations  will 
be  applied  as  a  correction  to  the  mean  of  the  circle  readings  to 
obtain  the  true  zenith  point.  This  method  has  the  advantage 
of  not  requiring  a  reversal  of  the  axis  of  the  meridian  circle. 
Plate  ni.  Fig.  2  represents  a  collimator  with  its  spirit  level,  as 
required  in  this  method.  Two  piers,  one  north  and  one  south 
of  the  circle,  are  each  provided  with  Vs,  which  receive  the  col- 
limating  telescope  alternately. 

Finally,  to  complete  the  enumeration  of  methods  depending 
on  the  spirit  level,  the  collimating  telescope  may  be  placed  ver- 
tically over  or  under  the  telescope  of  the  meridian  circle.  The 
level  is  then  attached  to  the  collimator  at  right  angles  to  its 
optical  axis.     Two  obsei^vations  are  made  upon  the  cross  thread 


802  MERIDIAN   CIRCLB. 

of  the  collimator  as  before,  the  eollimating  telescope  being 
(between  the  two  observations)  revolved  180®  about  the  vertical 
line.  The  mean  of  the  circle  readings,  corrected  for  difference 
in  the  inclination  of  the  collimator  as  shown  by  the  level,  will 
be  the  zenith  or  nadir  point  reading. 

204.  Flexure. — Notwithstanding  the  conical  form  which  is 
given  to  the  telescope  tubes  of  large  instruments,  their  weight 
produces  a  sensible  flexure,  which  may  change  the  position  of 
the  optical  axis  of  the  telescope  with  respect  to  the  zero  points 
of  the  circle.  It  is  important,  therefore,  to  investigate  the 
amount  of  this  flexure.     The  following  is  Bebbel's  method. 

Two  collimators,  such  as  that  represented  in  Plate  III.  Fig.  2, 
are  mounted  in  the  horizontal  plane  of  the  axis  of  the  circle,  one 
north  and  the  other  south.  The  cross  threads  of  the  collimators 
admit  of  adjustment  (by  a  micrometer  screw,  for  example),  so  that 
they  may  be  brought  to  coincide  with  each  other,  the  meridian 
circle  being  raised  upon  the  reversing  apparatus  during  this 
adjustment.  The  two  intersections  of  the  cross  threads  of  the 
collimators  now  represent  two  infinitely  distant  points  whose 
angular  distance  is  exactly  180®.  The  meridian  circle  being 
replaced,  observe  this  angular  distance  in  the  usual  manner.  It 
is  evident  that  the  errors  of  division  of  the  circle  will  not  enter, 
since  the  same  two  divisions  come  under  the  opposite  reading 
microscopes  in  the  two  obsen'^ations  in  reverse  positions.  The 
difference  of  the  two  circle  readings  will,  therefore,  be  exactly 
180^  if  there  is  no  flexure.  But  if  the  difference  is  less  than 
180°  by  a  quantity  x,  then  J  a:  is  the  correction  for  flexure  in  the 
horizontal  position  of  the  telescope.  In  this  way.  Airy  found 
that  when  the  Greenwich  transit  circle  was  directed  upon  the 
south  collimator,  the  circle  reading  was  89®  46'  15". 52,  and 
when  upon  the  north  collimator,  269°  46'  16". 85 ;  the  difference 
180°  0'  0".83  is  the  apparent  distance  of  the  two  opposite  points 
measured  through  the  nadir,  and  hence  one-half  of  0". 83,  or0".41, 
is  the  eflfect  of  flexure  in  increasing  apparent  nadir  distances  or 
in  diminishing  apparent  zenith  distances. 

In  different  positions  of  the  telescope,  the  mechanical  eflTect  of 
each  particle  of  metal,  supposing  it  to  act  simply  as  a  weight 
attached  to  a  lever,  will  vary  as  the  sine  of  the  zenith  distance : 
so  that  iff  is  the  horizontal  flexure,  /sin  z  expresses  the  flexure 
in  general.    It  is  not  quite  certain,  however,  that  the  flerure 
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alwjiys  follows  this  simple  law ;  and  to  determine  the  law  experi- 
mentally, we  should  have  the  means  of  mounting  a  pair  of  col- 
limators in  a  line  making  any  angle  with  the  vertical. 

The  flexure  determined  by  the  above  method  is  properly 
called  the  astronomical  flexure,  as  it  gives  the  deviation  of  the 
optical  axis,  which  becomes  a  direct  correction  of  our  astro- 
nomical measures.  It  is  evident,  however,  that  it  does  not 
express  the  absolute  flexure  of  the  tube.  If  when  the  tube  is 
horizontal  both  ends  drop  the  same  distance,  the  optical  line 
determined  by  the  centre  of  the  objective  and  the  micrometer 
thread  will  merely  be  moved  parallel  to  itself,  and  no  flexure 
will  appear  from  the  circle  readings ;  for  the  collimators  do  not 
determine  merely  a  single  fixed  line  in  space,  but  rather  a 
system  of  parallel  lines,  or  simply  a  fixed  direction. 

The  efl^ect  of  the  flexure  upon  an  observation  is,  then,  zero 
if  the  absolute  flexures  of  the  two  halves  of  the  telescope  are 
equal ;  and  when  these  are  unequal,  the  effect  is  proportional  to 
their  di^rence.  This  leads  directly  to  the  method  of  elimi- 
nating flexure,  first  suggested  by  the  elder  Rbpsold  in  1823  or  *24, 
by  interchanging  the  objective  and  ocular  of  the  telescope.  Let 
us  suppose  that  at  any  given  zenith  distance  the  centre  of  the 
objective  drops  the  linear  distance  a,  and  the  horizontal  thread 
in  the  focus  drops  the  distance  a',  so  that  a  and  a'  represent  the 
absolute  flexures  of  the  two  halves  of  the  tube.     Then,  if  the 

whole  length  of  the  tube  is  denoted  by  2r,  the  angles  of  depres-" 

a  c^ 

sion  of  the  two  portions  may  be  expressed  by  ~  and  —  respect- 
ively.    If  then  X  is  the  angle  which  the  sight  line  now  makes 

with  the  direction  it  would  have  had  if  no  flexure  had  taken 

(I (i^ 

place,  we  have  y  =  — ;r — ;  that  is,  the  astronomical  flexure  is 

proportional  to  the  absolute  flexure.  Now  let  the  objective  and 
ocular  be  interchanged,  and  the  telescope  revolved  180°,  so  as  to 
be  again  directed  upon  a  point  at  the  same  zenith  distance  as 
before.  The  absolute  jlexures  being  the  same  as  before,  that  of  the 
object  end  is  now  a\  and  that  of  the  eye  end  is  a:  so  that  the 

astronomical  flexure  is  now  — =  —  r.     Hence  the  mean  of 

2r  ' 

two  observations  of  the  same  star  made  with  the  objective  and 
ocular  reversed  will  be  free  from  the  effect  of  flexure.  More- 
over, the  half  difference  of  the  measured  zenith  distances  will 
be  the  astronomical  flexure.    It  is  here  assumed  that  the  abso- 
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lute  flexares  of  the  two  halves  remain  the  same  when  the  ob- 
jective and  ocular  are  interchanged.  For  a  discussion  by  Hansen 
of  the  conditions  necessary  in  the  construction  of  the  telescope  in 
order  to  satisfy  this  condition  (if  possible),  see  Astr.  NacLy  Vol. 
XVIL  p.  70,* 

As  to  the  effect  of  gravity  upon  the  form  of  the  circle,  see 
Bessel's  paper,  Astr.Nach.y  Vol.  XXV. 

205.  Observations  of  the  declination,  of  the  moon  with  the  meridton 
circle. — ^In  these  observations,  the  micrometer  thread  is  usually 
brought  into  contact  with  the  full  limb,  and  a  correction  is 
applied  to  the  deduced  declination  of  the  limb  for  the  moon's 
parallax  and  semidiameter.  When  the  observation  is  not  made 
in  the  meridian,  the  reduction  to  the  meridian  (194)  is  also  to  be 
applied,  together  with  a  correction  for  the  moon's  proper  motion. 
The  most  precise  formula  for  making  these  reductions  is  that 
given  by  Bessel,  which  is  deduced  as  follows. 

In  Fig.  46,  p.  290,  let  0  now  represent  the  apparent  position 
of  the  moon's  centre,  and  suppose  the  observed  point  of  the 
moon's  limb  to  be  designated  by  J!f  (not  given  in  the  figure). 
Conceive  an  arc  to  be  drawn  from  A  tangent  to  the  moon's  limb. 
The  point  of  contact  M^  and  the  points  A  and  0,  form  a  triangle, 
right  angled  at  M^  of  which  the  side  MO  is  the  moon*s  apparent 
semidiameter  =  «',  the  side  -4. 0  =  90°  +  c,  and  the  angle  at  A 
may  be  denoted  by  d.     We  have  then 

sin  ^  =  sin  (2  cos  c 
Let 

d^  =  the  observed  declination  of  the  limb,  corrected  for  re- 
fraction, 
d'=  the  apparent  declination  of  the  moon's  centre; 

then  in  the  triangle  A  OP  we  have  the  sides  A0  =  90^  +  <*? 
PA  =  90°  —  w,  PO  =  90°  —  3\  and  the  angles  PAO  =  3,  qz  d, 
APO  =  90°  +  (r  —  wi) ;  whence,  as  in  Art.  199 

sin  y  =  —  sin  n  sin  c  -f-  cos  n  cos  c  sin  (^j  qr  d) 
cos  d'  sin  (t  —  m)  =  cos  n  sin  c  +  sin  ^  cos  c  sin  (^,  =F  d) 
cos  d'  cos  (t  —  wi)  =  cos  €  cos  (\  =p  d) 

*  See  also  Dr.  Oovld's  remarks  on  the  meridian  circle  of  the  Dudley  ObBerratorj, 
Proceedings  of  the  Am.  Association  for  the  AdT.  of  Science,  10th  meeting,  p.  116. 


HBBIPIAV  CIROLB,  805 

But,  as  before,  we  shall  neglect  the  insensible  term  sin  n  sin  Cy 
and  put  cos  n  =  1,  and  then  the  first  and  third  of  these  equa- 
tions will  suffice  to  determine  ^^  Moreover,  since  in  the  case 
of  the  moon  r  will  not  exceed  1*,  the  neglect  of  m  will  cause 
no  sensible  error  in  cos  (r  —  m).    Hence  we  take 

sin  9'  =  cos  c  sin  (^,  q:  d) 
cos  d'  cos  T  =  cos  c  cos  (d,  q=  d) 

or,  developing  the  second  members, 

sin  d'  =  cos  c  cos  d  sin  d^  qp  sin  ^  cos  9^ 
cos  d'  cos  r  =  cos  c  cos  d  cos  ^j  zt  sin  ^  sin  ^| 

Tvhence,  by  eliminating  cos  c  cos  £2,  we  find 

=F  sin  ^  =  sin  d'  cos  ^,  —  cos  d'  sin  ^^  oos  r  (1^5) 

If  now  we  put 

9  =  the  moon's  geocentric  declination, 

8  =         ^^  *'  semidiameter, 

ir  =         '*  eq.  hor.  parallax, 

f/  =  the  geocentric  or  reduced  latitude  of  the  place  of 
observation, 

p  =  the  earth's  radius  for  the  latitude  f , 
J,  J'=  the  moon's  distance  fVom  the  centre  of  the  earth 
and  from  the  place  of  observation,  respectively,  the 
equatorial  radius  of  the  earth  being  unity, 

-we  have,  by  the  formulae  of  Art  98,  Vol.  L, 

J'  sin  d'  =  J  sin  ^  —  p  sin  ^ 

J'  cos  ^'  =  J  cos  d  —  p  cos  f '  cos  V 

this  last  being  equivalent  to  the  more  rigorous  one  in  (188)  of 
Vol.  L,  when  the  moon  is  near  the  meridian ;  and  by  Art.  128, 
Vol.  L,  we  also  have 

J'  sin  ^  =  J  sin  s 

Substituting  these  expressions  in  (195),  after  multiplying  it  by 
J^^  we  find 

IF  J  sin  «=  J  sin  (^  —  ^,)  -f  2  J  cos  ^  sin  ^,  sin» )  t 
—  p  sin  (f '  —  d^)  —  p  cos  ^  sin  ()j  sin*  t 
Vol.  n.— 20 


806  MBRIBIAH  GIRCLl. 

1 

Dividing  by  J  =»=  -: — f  this  becomes 

Hh  sin  «  =  Bin  {d  —  ^,)  +  2  cos  d  sin  ^,  sin*  1  r 

—  ^  sin  9r  sin  (f'  —  S^)  —  p  sin  «  cos  f '  sin  ^^  sin*  r 

where  the  last  term  is  evidently  insensible.    If  then  we  put 

sinp  =  p  sin  ir  sin (f '  —  d^  (196) 

we  have 

sin  (^  —  d^)  =  sin  jp  H=  Bin  «  —  2  cos  9  sin  ^,  sin* }  r 

The  last  term  (which  is  the  reduction  to  the  meridian)  will 
seldom  exceed  V^  and  may  be  put  under  the  form 

sin5=/^\%in*l".sin2^.T* 


"*=(")■ 


The  quantity  r  is  here  the  true  hour  angle  of  the  moon,  to 
find  which,  let 

fi^  =  the  sidereal  time  of  the  observation, 

;i  =  "  "  moon's  transit, 

X  =  the  increase  of  the    moon's  right  ascension  in  one 

sidereal  second ; 
then 

and  hence 

B  =  ^  Bin  r  sin  2  ^  (1  —  xy  (a*  —  ;£,)*  (197) 

4 

The  first  two  terms  of  the  value  of  sin  {8  —  9^)  differ  but  little 
from  sin  {p  q:  s).     To  find  their  exact  value,  we  have 

sin  jp  hF  sin  a  =  Bin  (^  Hh  «)  +  sin  />  (1  —  cos  «)  qi  sin  «  (1  —  cos  p) 

=  sin  (p  ^=  «)  +  2  sin  I?  sin*  i  «  ::p  2  sin  «  sin'  ip 

The  last  two  terms  of  this  will  seldom  amount  to  a  tenth  of  a 
second,  and  therefore  the  formula  may  be  regarded  as  perfectly 
accurate  under  the  form 

sin  I?  =p  sin  a  =  sin  (jp  qr  «)  ip  }  (p  qi  s)  sin  1"  sin  p  sin  8 

Now,  since  d  —  ij  and  p  =f  s  differ  by  so  small  a  quantity,  the 
ratio  of  the  sine  to  the  arc  will  be  the  same  for  both  of  them : 
hence  we  shall  have,  with  the  utmost  precision, 

^  =  ^j  -f-  j>  q:  «  qp  }  (|>  :;:  a)  sin  p  sin  «  — -  S  (19S) 
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a8  given  by  Bbssbl.*  The  upper  op  lower  sign  is  to  be  used 
iK)Gording  as  the  north  or  the  south  limb  is  observed. 

The  declination  thus  found  is  reduced  to  the  time  fi^  of  the 
observation.  But  if  we  wish  its  value  at  the  time  of  the  meri- 
dian passage,  we  must  add  to  it  the  correction  {jx  —  //J  >l',  in 
which  X'  is  the  increase  of  the  declination  in  one  sidereal 
second,  or 

60.1643 

where  ^d  =  the  increase  of  declination  in  one  minute  of  mean 
time,  as  now  given  in  the  American  Ephemeris.  The  value  of 
1  —  ^  is  found  as  in  Art  154:  namely,  taking  Aa  =  the  increase 
of  the  moon's  right  ascension  in  one  minute  of  mean  time,  we 
)iave 


60.1043 

90  that,  putting 

— =^ 

we  shall  have 

log  (1  —  A)  =  ar.  CO.  log  B 

and  log  B  may  be  t^^ken  from  the  table  on  page  179. 

In  practice,  it  will  generally  be  most  convenient  to  apply  the 
several  reductions  directly  to  the  observed  zenith  distance,  as  in 
the  following  example. 

Example.— The  declination  of  the  moon  was  observed  with  the 
meridian  circle  of  the  Washington  Observatory,  1850,  September 
17.     The  nadir  point  was  first  observed  as  follows: 


Nadir  point 
at  20*.5 

Circle  Mierosoop«s. 

■ 

Micrometer  thread  in  co- 
incidence with  its  Image: 
mean  of  10  readings  = 
88'-.934. 

A 

B 

C 

D 

Umiw. 

0".9 
0  .7 

1".9 
1  .4 

2".2 
2  .0 

1".4 
1  .6 

1  ^ 

1           Means 

0  .80 

1  .65 

2  .10 

1  .60 

1  .61 

The  value  of  one  revolution  of  the  n^icrometer  =  84".856,  or 

■     ■      M      ■     ■  ■    r  _MM     _i  I     ^m. ■ I  -  -  ■        I-       -■     ^ 

*  Tabtdm  RefftomcntanOf  Introd.  p.  LV. 
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1"  =  0^.0291 ;  and  hence,  by  the  method  of  Art.  197,  the  micro- 
meter zero  (or  reading  of  the  micrometer  when  the  circle  reading 
was  0°  0'  O'O  was 

( Jlf )  =  88'.934  +  0''.0291  X  1.51  =  38^978 

The  observation  of  the  moon  was  as  follows,  S.  L.  denoting 
south  limb: 


Moon,  S.  L. 

Circle  Microscopes. 

Clock  — ^ 

* 

Micro- 
meCer 

=  jr. 

A 

B 

C 

D 

Meftn. 

55°  52'.45".7 

Barom.30**.114 

42".8 
AttThe 

45".2 
irm.64® 

46'M    44".95 
.Ext.  Therm.  62<>.8 

21*  17-21' 39^.956 
32  39  .904 
43  39 .875 

The  circle  was  west^  in  which  position  the  readings  are  zenith 
distances  towards  the  south.  The  correction  for  runs  was 
—  0".75  for  3',  and  since  the  excess  of  the  reading  over  a  multiple 
of  3'  is  1'  44''.95,  the  proportional  correction  for  runs  is  —  0".43. 

The  clock  time  of  transit  of  the  moon's  centre  over  the  meridian 
was  /i  =  21*  IT"*  16'.80. 

The  latitude  of  the  observatory  is  y>  =  88^  53'  39".25,  and 
therefore  ^p  —  f '  =  H'  14".54,  log  p  =  9.9994302.  The  longitude 
is  5*  8"*  12*  west  of  Greenwich. 

For  the  date  of  the  observation,  we  take  from  the  Nautical 
Almanac 

^  ==  _  160  1'.7 
A^  =  +  6".377    in  1-  mean  time,        ir  =  54'    9".64 
Aa  =       2'.0150    "    "      «        u  g  ^  14'  45^'  49 

whence  log (l—X)  =  9.98521  and  >l'  =  +  0".1060 

The  correction  for  the  micrometer,  or  M  —  (JIf),  converted  into 
seconds,  is  additive  to  the  circle  reading.  The  reduction  to  the 
meridian,  or  iJ,  found  by  (197),  is  also  algebraically  additive  to 
the  circle  reading,  attention  being  paid  to  the  sign  of  8;  and  the 
correction  for  change  of  declination  to  be  added  to  the  circle  read- 
ing will  be  —  ifi  —  /ij)  X'.  Since  the  sum  of  these  three  corrections 
should  be  the  same  for  each  micrometer  observation,  the  precision 
of  the  observations  will  be  shown  by  computing  this  sum  for 
each.     Thus,  we  find 
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M  — ^, 

M-(M) 

R 

-(M-ft)A' 

Sums. 

—  4'.2 

—  15.2 
26.2 

8S".60 
31  .82 
80.82 

—  0".00 

.08 

—  .09 

+  0".44 
+  1  .61 
+  2  .78 

84".04 
88  .40 
83  .51 

Mean  =  83  .65 


Hence  we  have 


Circle  reading  == 

•  Corr.  for  runs  = 

Mean  corr.  for  microm.,  &c.  = 

Apparent  zenith  distance  = 
By  Table  II.  Refraction  = 

=  55M3'  29"       [  —  (;,  +  5)  = 

[By(196),i>=44'  41".75         J  — J(j>  +5)8in;>sin5  = 

ip  —  d  = 


65" 

52'  44" 

.95 

—  0 

.43 

+  33 

.65 

55 

53  18 

.17 

+ 

1  25 

.60 

55 

54  48 

.77 

— 

59  27 

.24 

— 

0 

.10 

54 

55  16 

.43 

38 

53  39 

.25 

a=  — 16     137.18 


206.  Observations  of  the  declination  of  a  planet^  or  the  sun, — The 
larger  planets  are  observed  in  the  same  manner  as  the  moon, 
that  is,  by  making  the  micrometer  thread  tangent  to  the  limb, 
and  when  the  planet  is  treated  as  a  spherical  body  the  observa- 
tion is  also  reduced  in  the  same  manner. 

In  the  case  of  the  sun,  both  limbs  may  be  observed.  The 
reduction  to  the  meridian  may  be  facilitated  by  a  table  giving 
the  logarithm  of  the  factor 


h  = 


225 


sinT'Cl— i)*Bin2a 


for  each  day  of  the  fictitious  year  (Vol.  I.  Art  406),  such  as 
Bbsskl's  Table  TTTT.  of  the  TabuUz  Regiomontance.  This  table 
also  gives  for  each  day  of  the  year  the  value  of 

a  =  increase  of  the  sun's  declination  in  100  sidereal  seconds, 

80  that  the  reduction  of  the  observed  declination  to  the  meridian, 
including  the  correction  for  the  change  of  declination  in  the 
interval  r,  is 

100^ 
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The  correction  for  parallax  may  be  put  under  the  form 

8".57116      .   ,  ,      .^ 

in  which  r  =  Bun*s  distance  from  the  earth,  the  mean  distance 
being  unity,  and  in  each  observatory  this  quantity  may  be  com- 
puted for  the  latitude,  and  for  each  day  of  the  year,  and  alsd 
insei'ted  in  the  table.  In  order  to  embrace  every  thing  necessary 
for  the  complete  reduction  of  the  observed  declination,  the  table 
contains  also  the  sun*s  semidiameter  for  each  day  of  the  fictitious 
year. 

207.  Correction  of  the  observed  declination  of  a  planets  or  the  moon's 
limb  for  spheroidal  figure  and  defective  illumination, — ^Let  us  con- 
sider  the  most  general  case  of  a  spheroidal  planet  partially 
illuminated.  The  correction  to  reduce  the  observed  declination 
of  the  limb  to  that  of  the  centre  is  equal  to  the  perpendicular 
distance  from  the  centre  to  the  micrometer  thread,  which  is 
tangent  to  the  limb  and  perpeudicular  to  the  meridian.  'The 
formulae  for  computing  this  perpendicular  in  general  are  (Vol.  I. 
p.  680) 

tan  d'  = sm  y  =  sm  ^'  sm  V 

c 

„ s  sin  S  COS/ 

"^        sin*' 

in  which  5"  is  the  required  perpendicular,  ^  the  angle  which  it 
makes  with  the  axis  of  the  planet  (reckoning  from  the  north 
point  of  the  disc  towards  the  east),  c  is  a  constant  depending  upon 
the  eccentricity  of  the  planet's  meridian,  V  the  angular  distance 
of  the  earth  and  sun  as  seen  from  the  planet,  and  s  is  the  equa- 
torial radius  of  the  disc,  or  greatest  apparent  semidiameter  at  the 
time  of  the  observation.  The  perpendicular  here  coincides 
with  the  declination  circle,  and  consequently  we  have  at  once 
I?  =  —  7>,  or  180°  —  p,  according  as  the  north  or  the  south  limb 
is  observed ;  p  denoting,  as  in  the  article  referred  to,  the  position 
angle  of  the  axis  of  the  planet.  T^rom  the  discussion  in  Vol  I. 
Art.  854,  it  follows  that  (putting  —  p  for  t>)  the  north  limb  will 
be  full  (and,  consequently,  the  south  limb  gibbous)  when  sin  p 
and  sin  V  have  the  same  sign.  We  shall,  therefore,  here  change 
the  sign  of  sin  Xj  <uid  take 
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tan  p'  = ^  sin  /  =  sm  p'  Bin  V 

in  whicli  $^=^  the  greatest  apparent  eemidiameter  at  the  mean 
distance  of  the  sun  from  the  earth,  and  r'  =  the  planet's  geocen- 
tric distance.  We  then  have  the  rule:  the  north  or  the  south  limb 
is  the  full  limb  according  as  sin  j[  is  positive  or  negative.  The  formulsd 
for  computing  jp,  Vy  and  c  are  given  in  Vol.  I.  Arts.  348  et  seq., 
and  5p  is  given  on  p.  678. 

The  gibbosity  of  Saturn,  however,  is  wholly  insensible,  and 
even  that  of  Jupiter  at  the  north  and  south  points  of  the  limb 
cannot  exceed  0'^05,  which  is  so  much  less  than  the  usual  errors 
of  declination  observations  that  it  may  be  disregarded.  Hence, 
for  Saturn  and  Jupiter  the  correction  will  depend  only  upon  the 
figure  of  the  planet,  and  will  be  computed  by  the  equations  . 

tani/  =  ^^^  y/^^«    siny  ^c«,  cosp 

c  r'    Binj/       r'    cosj/ 

in  which  for  Jupiter  we  take  log  c  =  9.9672,  and  for  Saturn 

e  =  i/(l  —  ee  cos*  I)  =  i/(l  —  [9.2706]  cos*  /),  I  and  p  being  taken 

directly  from  the  tables  for  Saturn's  Ring  given  in  the  Ephemeris. 

A  further  simplification  may  be  permitted  in  the  case  of 

cos  7} 

Saturn ;  for,  on  account  of  the  small  values  of  p.  the  ratio -. 

cs         ^^? 
will  be  very  nearly  unity,  and  if  we  take  s"  =  -^  we  shall 

have  the  true  value  of  s"  within  less  than  0".06. 

It  is  hardly  necessary  to  remark  that  when  we  neglect  the 
gibbosity  of  Jupiter  or  Saturn,  the  mean  of  the  observed  decli- 
nations of  the  north  and  south  limbs  gives  at  once  the  declination 
of  the  centre. 

For  Mars,  Venus,  and  Mercuiy  the  correction  will  be  only  for 
defective  illumination;  but  in  this  case  we  can  avoid  the  separate 
computation  of  p  and  V,  as  follows.  Substituting  in  the  equa- 
tion for  8in;f  ^^^)  ^^  values  of  sinp  and  sin  V  given  in  Vol.  I. 
p.  577,  and  moreover  observing  that,  since  these  bodies  are 
regarded  as  spherical,  we  have  c  =  1,  and,  consequently,  p'  =  p, 
there  results 

It 
sin  /  =  -~  [cos  ^'  sin  D  —  sin  d'  cos  2>  cos  (a'  —  -4)]     (200) 
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in  which 

» 

a',  3'  =  the  planet's  right  asceneion  and  declination, 

A,D=  the  sun's  *<  «  « 

Rj  R  =.  the  earth's  and  the  planet's  distances  from  the  san; 

and  a  positive  value  of  sin  ;{f  will  here  also  indicate  that  the  north 
limb  is  full  and  the  south  limb  gibbous,  and  a  negative  value 
the  reverse.  Adapting  this  formula  for  logarithms,  we  have, 
therefore, 

tan  F  =  tan  D  sec  (a'  —  A) 

R   %\n(F^d')AjiD  )    (201) 

smy   =-:in. — ^^ : — =r 

^         R:  sin  -F 

or,  more  conveniently,  perhaps, 

tan  E  =  tan  d'  cos  (a'  —  A) 

R   sin  (2)  -^  JS?)  cos  ^'  >  (201*) 


%mx  = 


R!  cosE 


E  being  taken  less  than  90^,  with  the  sign  of  its  tangent 
Then  we  find  the  reduction  to  the  centre  of  the  planet  by  the 
formula 

«"  =^  -J  cos  /  (202) 

If  the  declination  of  a  cusp  of  Venus  or  Mercury  has  been 
observed,  we  must  find  p  by  the  formula  (Vol.  I.  p.  577) 

tan  |)  =  cot  (a'  —  A)  sin  {F  —  d')  sec  F  (203) 

in  which  ^has  the  same  value  as  above,  and  then  the  reduction 
to  the  centre  of  the  planet  will  be 

•'  =  -2  cost) 
r' 

For  the  moon,  when  the  ^bbous  limb  has  been  observed,  the 
formulae  (201)  may  be  used  for  computing  jr ;  but  on  account  of 
the  small  difference  of  22  and  i?',  we  may  put  their  quotient  =  1. 
Since  the  declination  of  the  gibbous  limb  will  not  be  observed 
except  when  the  moon  is  nearly  full,  it  will  be  best  to  reduce 
the  observations  as  if  the  observed  limb  were  full,  according  to 
Art  205,  and  then  to  apply  a  small  correction  for  gibbosity. 
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This  correction  will  he  ^8  =  s  —  8  cos  ;f  =  «  versin  ;f .    Hence  the 
formulae  for  the  moon  will  be 

tan  E  =  tan  d'  cos  (a'  —  A) 

Bin  (J) -^  E)  COB  d'  . 

^^^X  = ,^,  J (204) 

cos  E 

A8  =8  versin  / 

Example  1. — The  apparent  declination  of  the  southern  cusp 
of  Venus,  at  its  transit  over  the  meridian  of  Greenwich,  July  16, 
1852,  observed  with  the  transit  circle,  was 

d'  =  16*  (K  45".60 

From  the  Nautical  Almanac,  we  have 

a' =8*  11"    1'.46  log  r'  =  9.4675 

.1  =  7  43    42 .80  D      =  21*>  19'  8" 


and  from  Vol.  I.  p.  678, 


«,  =  8".66 


Hence,  by  (208),  we  find  log  tan  p  =  0.0031,  and,  consequently, 

«"==i?co8o  =  20".53 
r 

and  the  apparent  declination  of  the  planet's  centre  was,  there- 
fore, 

d  =  16<»  V  6".13 

Example  2. — The  apparent  declinations  of  Jupiter's  north  and 
»outh  limbs,  observed  at  Greenwich,  March  18,  1852,  were — 

N.L.  a' =  —  17^  21' 57".86 
S.L.   a' =  —  17    22  37  .61 

To  illustrate  the  complete  formulse,  let  us  take  the  gibbosity 
of  the  planet  into  account  For  this  purpose,  we  take  from  the 
Nautical  Almanac 

•'  =       230O  66'.4  A  =  2240  26'.0 

^'=—    17    22.2  e  =    23    27.6  log  1^=0.6783 

and  from  Vol.  I.  p.  674, 

n  ==  357^  66'.6  i  =  26<>  26'.8 
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Hence^  by  the  fonnulfla  (619),  Vol.  L, 

Fz=.  201O  23'.5  k  =  234*  52'  3 

F=  J  —  A  =±  *- 10*  27'.! 
jP'  =  —  20*  4r.6  log  tan  |)  =  9.4281 

Then,  by  (199),  taking  log  c  =  9,9672,  we  have 

log  sin  X  ^  n8.7025 

from  whieh  it  IoIIowb  that  the  douth  limb  was  falL    Ilenoe, 
taking  s^=  99".70,  we  find 

For  full  limb       («")  =  ^  •  ?ll^  =  iy'.50 

r'  siny 

For  gibbous  limb  ff'  =  («")  cos  ;f   =  19  .47 

The  declination  of  the  centre  was,  therefore,  according  to 
these  observations, 

From  N.  L.     ^  ==  —  17*  22'  16".83 
"     S.L.  «     "    18  .11 

Considering  the  difference  of  these  results,  which  is  by  no 
means  as  great  as  often  occurs  in  the  Greenwich  observations  of 
Jupiter,  it  appears  that  the  practice  there  followed  of  always 
applying  the  polar  semidiameter  (which  is  the  one  given  in  the 
Nautical  Almanac)  is  quite  accurate  enough /or  these  observations. 
Our  more  exact  method  will  not  be  without  application,  however, 
in  cases  where  greater  refinement  both  in  observation  and 
reduction  are  attained. 

Example  8. — At  Greenwich,  Feb.  6,  1852,  the  declination  of 
the  moon's  centre  deduced  from  an  observation  of  the  north 
limb,  on  the  assumption  that  this  limb  was  full,  was 

a'  =  +  130  17'  0".58 

For  the  time  of  the  moon's  transit  on  this  date,  we  havd 

•'  =  158^  18'.6  A  ^       319«  56'.1 

s  '^    16' 31"  1>  =  —    16    86.3 

whence,  by  (204), 

/  =  —  2<»  68' 
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which  shows  that  the  north  limb  was  gibbous.    The  correction 
was 

^8  =s  versin  /  =s  1".88 
and  the  true  declination  was^  therefore^ 

^  ==  +  13<^  ir  r'.91 


CHAPTER  VII. 

THE  ALTITUDE  AND  AZIMUTH  IN6TBUMEKT. 

208.  This  instmment  may  be  regarded  as  a  transit  instrament 
combined  with  both  a  vertical  and  a  horizontal  circle,  by  means 
of  which  both  the  altitude  and  the  azimuth  of  a  star  may 
be  observed  at  the  instant  of  its  transit  through  the  vertical 
plane  described  by  the  telescope.  This  coikibination  is  not  often 
used  for  the  higher  purposes  of  astronomical  research,  as  every 
additional  movement  introduced  into  an  instrument  diminishes 
its  stability  and  increases  the  risk  of  error.  However,  at  Green* 
wich,  a  regular  series  of  extra-meridian  observations  of  the  moon 
is  carried  on  with  such  an  instrument,  for  the  sake  of  comparison 
with  meridian  observations.  The  instrument  has  there  received 
the  name  of  the  dtazimuth.  In  other  places,  it  has  been  called 
the  aatronornical  theodolite;  and,  in  fact,  the  general  theory  of  the 
instrument,  which  will  be  given  hereafter,  will  be  found  to  be 
directly  applicable  to  the  common  theodolite  employed  in  geo** 
detic  measurement 

Still  another  name  is  the  universal  instrument,  so  called  on 
account  of  its  numerous  applications ;  but  this  name  is  usually 
given  only  to  the  portable  instruments  of  this  class.  The  small 
universal  instruments  of  Ertsl  are  well  known. 

209.  Sometimes  the  horizontal  circle  is  reduced  to  small 
dimensions,  and  designed  simply  as  a  finder^  or  to  set  the  instru- 
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ment  approximately  at  a  given  azimuth ;  while  the  vertical  circle 
is  made  of  unuBually  large  dimensions,  and  is  intended  for  the 
most  refined  astronomical  measurement.  The  instrument  is 
then  known  simply  as  a  vertical  circle.  Such  is  the  Ebtel  Vertical 
Circle  of  the  Pulkowa  Observatory,  the  telescope  of  which  has 
a  focal  length  of  77  inches,  and  its  vertical  circle  a  diameter  of 
43  inches.* 

This  instrument  is  permanently  mounted  upon  a  solid  granite 
pier  6r,  Plates  X.  and  XI.,  which  is  insulated  from  the  walls  and 
floor  of  the  building.  It  stands  upon  a  tripod  which  is  adjusted 
by  foot  screws.  The  three  feet  are  so  placed  that  two  of  them  are 
in  the  east  and  west  line :  hence,  but  one  of  these  two  is  seen  in 
Plate  X.,  which  is  a  projection  of  the  instrument  upon  the  plane 
of  the  meridian,  while  all  three  are  seen  in  Plate  XI.,  which  is 
a  projection  upon  the  plane  of  the  prime  vertical.  The  meridional 
foot  screw  w  carries  a  small  circle  y  graduated  into  860®,  the  index 
of  which  is  attached  to  the  foot  One  revolution  of  this  circle 
changes  the  inclination  of  the  instrument  in  the  plane  of  the 
meridian  818" :  consequently,  one  division  corresponds  to  0".88. 

The  centre  of  the  instrument  is  held  in  place  by  the  support 
a  attached  to  the  pier. 

The  vertical  stand  consists  of  a  hollow  cone  of  brass,  in  which 
turns  the  steel  axis  &•  The  lower  extremity  of  this  axis  is  convex 
and  smoothly  finished,  and  is  supported  by  a  system  of  three 
counterpoises  c,  suspended  upon  levers  which  relieve  the  pressure 
upon  the  bearing  points  of  the  vertical  axis,  and  thus  diminish 
the  friction.  At  the  top  of  the  conical  stand  is  a  18  inch  azimuth 
circle,  the  verniers  of  which  are  attached  to  the  axis.  This  is 
provided  with  a  clamp  and  tangent  screw  which  is  moved  by  the 
rod  d  in  giving  the  upper  portion  of  the  instrument  a  small 
motion  in  azimuth. 

The  upper  extremity  of  the  vertical  steel  axis  carries  the  strong 
oblong  bar  €,  which  may  be  called  the  bed  of  the  instrument 
On  this  bed  rests  the  adjustable  frame  vfjv^  which  supports  the 
horizontal  axis  i  in  the  Vs  at  w.  This  axis  should  be  perpen- 
dicular to  the  vertical  axis,  and  its  adjustment  in  this  respect  is 
effected  by  means  of  two  opposing  screws  at  A. 

The  axis  i  has  two  equal  cylindrical  pivots  of  steel  at  vv.  It  is 
hollow,  to  admit  light  from  the  lamp  x,  which  is  refiected  upon 


*  See  Deteription  de  Fobser,  em<.,  &e.»  p.  180. 
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the  threads  of  the  reticule  of  the  telescope  by  a  mirror  in  the 
interior  of  the  tube  at  u.  The  telescope  and  principal  vertical 
circle  o  are  firmlj  and  invariably  attached  to  one  extremity  of 
this  axis.  At  the  opposite  end  of  the  axis  is  a  smaller  vertical 
circle  m,  which  serves  as  a  finder.  From  the  centre  of  this 
finding  circle  radiate  four  conical  arms  terminating  in  ivory 
balls  n.  The  telescope  is  swept  in  the  vertical  plane  solely  by 
means  of  these  balls,  never  by  touching  the  telescope  or  prin- 
cipal vertical  circle.  When  the  telescope  is  approximately 
pointed  and  clamped,  fine  vertical  motion  is  given  to  the  tangent 
screw  by  the  rod  k.  The  instrument  is  swept  in  azimuth  by 
means  of  an  ivory  ball  at  I,  the  fine  azimuthal  motion  being 
given  by  the  rod  d. 

The  circle  is  read  off  by  four  microscopes  attached  to  a  square 
frame  a,  which  is  fixed  to  the  frame  vfgv.  The  level  fi  attached 
to  this  frame  indicates  its  inclination  with  respect  to  the  horizon. 
The  circle  is  divided  to  2',  and  the  microscopes  read  directly  to 
single  seconds,  and  by  estimation  to  0".l,  or  even  less.  The 
probable  error  of  reading  of  a  single  microscope  is  given  by 
Peters  as  only  0".090  in  observations  by  day,  and  0".098  in 
observations  by  night 

The  friction  of  the  horizontal  axis  in  the  Vs  is  diminished  by 
the  single  counterpoise  7),  which,  by  means  of  a  lever,  the  fulcrum 
of  which  is  at  g,  supports  the  principal  part  of  the  weight  of  the 
telescope,  vertical  circles,  and  horizontal  axis,  by  exerting  an 
upward  pressure  at  r.  The  point  r  being  at  suitable  distances 
from  the  two  Vs  respectively  (nearer  to  the  principal  circle  than 
to  the  finder),  the  friction  in  both  Vs  is  equally  relieved ;  while 
the  whole  weight  of  the  movable  portion  of  the  instrument  is 
transferred  to  a  point  9,  very  near  to  the  vertical  axis  of  rotation. 

The  striding  level  a  rests  upon  the  pivots  of  the  horizontal 
axis,  and,  by  reversal  in  the  usual  manner,  serves  to  measure  the 
inclination  of  this  axis  to  the  horizon. 

The  reticule  at  t  is  composed  of  three  horizontal  threads,  two 
of  which  are  close  parallel  threads  (the  clear  space  between  them 
6eing  only  6"),  which  serv^'for  the  observation  of  objects  which 
present  sensible  discs,  or  of  those  which  are  too  faint  to  be 
observed  by  bisection  (see  Art  198).  The  third  thread  is  18" 
from  the  others,  and  is  used  in  observing  stars  by  bisection. 
The  unequal  distances  prevent  mistakes  in  the  choice  of  threads. 
These  horizontal  threads  are  crossed  by  two  vertical  ones,  the 


818 


ALTITUDE   AND  AEIMUTH   INSTBUMBNT. 


distance  of  which  is  V  of  arc.  The  middle  point  between  these 
determines  the  optical  centre  of  the  instrument,  and  all  obser- 
vations are  made  as  nearly  as  possible  at  this  point 

The  extreme  accuracy  attainable  in  the  observation  of  zenith 
distances  with  this  instrument  may  be  inferred  from  the  follow- 
ing values  of  the  zenith  point  Z  (see  Art.  219)  of  the  circle,  as 
cited  by  Struve,  from  observations  by  Peters  upon  Polaris  at  its 
upper  and  lower  culminations : 


1848. 

ITppw  tTMISit. 

z 

Diff.  from 
mMUi. 

April  18 

O"  C  83".18 

—  0".82 

14 

88  .26 

—  0  .19 

17 

88  .82 

+  0  .87 

19 

83  .27 

—  0  as 

20 

83  .76 

+  0  .80 

22 

83  .17 

—  0  .28 

24 

83  .45 

0  .00 

25 

83  .68 

+  0  .23 

26 

88  .29 

—  0  .16 

27 

88  .68 

+  0.28 

April  14 
16 
20 
21 
22 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 


Lower  tranrit. 
Z 


0«  0*  33".64 
83  .32 
S3  .45 
33  .94 
33  .48 
33  .50 
83  .94 

83  .98 
88  .82 

84  .12 


Diff.  from 
meftn. 


+ 


+ 

+ 
+ 
+ 


0".08 
0  .40 
0  .27 
0  .22 
0  .24 
0  .22 
0  .22 
0  .26 
0  .10 
0  .40 


Mean  0  0  38  .45 


Mean  0    0  33  .72 


Hence,  assuming  that  the  zenith  point  of  the  circle  was  constant, 
the  probable  error  of  an  observed  value  of  Z  was,  for  either 
series,  =  0".22.  This  error,  however,  is  the  combined  effect  of 
error  of  observation  and  variability  of  Z.  But  the  probable 
error  of  observation  was  obtained  from  the  discrepancies  between 
the  several  values  of  the  latitude  deduced  from  these  same  obser- 
vations, and  was  =  0'M7 :  so  that  the  probable  error  of  Z 
arising  from  variation  in  the  instrument  was  =  |/[(0".22)> 
—  (0".17)«]  =  0'M4.  The  means  for  the  two  transits  differ  by 
0".27,  which  results  from  the  use  of  different  divisions  of  the 
circle  and  different  parts  of  the  micrometers.  To  compare  them 
justly,  it  would  be  necessary  first  to  eliminate  especially  the 
division  errors. 

In  order  to  eliminate  the  effects  of  flexure,  the  objective  and 
ocular  are  made  interchangeable  (see  Art.  204). 

The  dimensions  of  the  various  parts  of  the  instrument  may  be 
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taken  from  the  plates,  which  are  accurately  drawn  upon  a  scale 
of*.* 

210.  The  portable  universal  instruments  are  usually  so  arranged 
that  the  vertical  circle  may  be  removed  altogether  from  the 
instrument  when  horizontal  angles  only  are  to  be  measured. 
One  of  these  instruments  is  represented  in  Plate  XIL  In  Fig.  1, 
the  instrument  is  arranged  for  measuring  horizontal  angles 
exclusively.  In  Fig.  2,  the  telescope  of  Fig.  1  is  replaced  by 
another  which  is  connected  with  a  vertical  circle  and  (unlike  the 
azimuth  telescope)  is  at  the  end  of  the  horizontal  axis.  The 
weight  of  the  telescope  and  vertical  circle  is  counterpoised  by  a 
weight  at  the  opposite  end  of  the  axis.  The  focal  length  of  the 
telescope  in  instruments  of  this  kind  seldom  exceeds  24  inches. 

The  following  discussion  of  the  theorjr  of  these  instruments 
will  apply  to  any  of  the  forms  above  mentioned,  as  I  shall  con- 
sider their  two  applications — ^to  azimuths  and  to  altitudes — 
independently  of  each  other. 

211.  Azimuths, — ^Let  A^H^  Fig.  49,  represent  the  true  horizon, 
Z  the  zenith.     Let  us  suppose  the  vertical  j..    ^^ 

axis  of  the  instrument  to  be  inclined  to  the 
true  vertical  line,  so  that  when  produced  it 
meets  the  celestial  sphere  in  Z^.  Let  A^H' 
be  the  great  circle  of  which  Z'  is  tlie  pole. 
The  plane  of  this  circle  is  that  of  the  gra- 
duated horizontal  circle  of  the  instrument. 
Let  us  suppose,  further,  that  the  horizontal 
rotation   axis,   which    should  be  at  right  ^ 

angles  to  the  vertical  axis,  and,  consequently,  parallel  to  the 
horizontal  circle,  makes  a  small  angle  with  this  circle.  As  the 
instrument  revolves  about  its  vertical  axis,  this  rotation  axis  will 
describe  a  conical  surface,  and  the  prolongation  of  this  axis  to 
the  celestial  sphere  will  describe  a  small  circle  AA'  parallel  to 
A^'.  Let  A  be  the  point  in  which  this  axis  produced  through 
the  circle  end  meets  the  sphere  at  the  time  of  an  observation, 
and  0  the  position  of  a  star  observed  on  any  given  vertical  thread 

*  For  4U  the  pariicularB  of  the  use  of  this  instrument  in  the  determination  of  the 
declination   of  a  circumpelar  star,   consult  the  memoir  of  Dr.  C.  A.  F.  Petbbs, 
Atitrcn.  Nach,,  Vol.  XXII.,  Retultate  out  Btohachtungen  des  Polarsteriu  am  ErteUehen 
VertkMrme  der  PtUkowaer  Shmwrnrtt, 
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in  the  field.  As  the  telescope  revolves  upon  the  horizontal  axis, 
its  axis  of  collimation  describes  a  great  circle  of  which  A  is  the 
pole,  and  the  given  thread  describes  a  small  circle  parallel  to 
this  great  circle.    Let 

c  .=  the  distance  of  the  thread  from  the  collimation  axis, 

positive  Mrhcn  the  thread  is  on  the  same  side  of  the 

collimation  axis  as  the  vertical  circle, 
b  =  the  elevation  of  A  above  the  horizon  as  given  by  the 

spirit  level  applied  to  the  horizontal  axis,  positive  when 

the  circle  end  of  this  axis  is  too  high, 
t   =  the  inclination  of  the  vertical  axis  to  the  tme  vertical 

line, 
f  =  the  inclination  of  the  horizontal  axis  to  the  azimuth 

circle, 
a  =  AZHy 
a'  =  AZ'S, 
A  =  the  azimnth  of  the  star  0,  reckoned  ft-om  A,  as  the 

origin, 
z  =  the  zenith  distance  of  the  star; 

then,  in  the  triangle  AZZ\  we  have  AZ  =  90^  —  6,  ZZ'  =  i, 
^Z'=90°  — i',  AZZ'=lSO^  —  ay  AZ'Z  =  a',  and  hence,  by 
Sph.  Trig., 

Bin  6  =  cos  a'  cos  H  sin  t  +  ^^^  ^  ^^  ^ 

cos  h  cos  a  =  cos  a'  cos  i'  cos  t  —  sin  H  sin  t 

cos  b  Bin  a  =  sin  a'  cos  t' 

But,  I,  r,  and  b  being  always  so  small  that  we  can  neglect  their 
squares,  these  equations  may  be  reduced  to  the  following 

^  =  ^'        ,      ,  .  \   (205) 

&  =  t  cos  a'  +  t=  t  cos  a  +  r  J 

In  the  triangle  AZO^  we  have  the  angle  AZO  =  A^O  +  A^A 
=  ^  +  90°— a,  and  the  sides  -4O  =  90°+e,  AZ=9Q''-b, 
ZO  =  2  ;  and  hence 

—  sin  c  =  sin  b  cos  z  —  cos  b  sin  z  sin  {A  —  a) 
or,  since  c  and  b  are  small, 


tan  z       sm  z 
Hence  sin  (A  —  a)  is  also  a  small  quantity,  and  the  angle  ^  —  ^ 
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is  either  nearly  0^  or  nearly  180°.  When  the  vertical  circle  at 
the  extremity  of  the  horizontal  axis  is  to  the  left  of  the  observer, 
as  supposed  in  the  above  diagram,  it  is  evident  that  A  and  a  are 
nearly  equal,  and  A  —  a  is  nearly  0°.  But  if  the  instrument  be 
revolved  about  its  vertical  axis,  the  azimuth  circle  remaining 
fixed,  and  the  telescope  be  again  directed  to  the  same  point  0, 
the  vertical  circle  will  be  on  the  right  of  the  observer,  and  the 
angle  a  will  be  increased  by  180°.  In  this  case,  therefore,  180° 
—  {A  •—  a)  will  be  a  small  quantity.  Putting,  then,  A  —  a  or 
IgQo  —  (^A  —  a)  for  sin  {A  —  a),  we  have 

A  =  a  +  b  cot  z  -{-  €  coBec  z  [Circle  L.] 

A  =  a  -\-  ISO®  —  b  cot  z  —  c  cosec  z    [Circle  E.] 

Now,  a  is  not  read  directly  from  the,  azimuth  circle ;  but  if  we 
put  A'  =  the  actual  reading  and  A^  =  the  reading  when  the 
point  A  in  the  diagram  is  at  A'  (in  which  case  the  telescope, 
when  horizontal,  is  directed  towards  the  point  -4^),  we  have 

a  =  a'  =  ii'  — iio    [Circle  L.] 
a  +  ISO®  =A  —  A^    [Circle  R] 

and,  therefore, 

A  =  A'  —  A^  ±:  b  cot  z  ±  c  cosec  z 

We  have  supposed  the  azimuths  to  be  reckoned  from  tiie  point 
A^;  but  it  is  indifferent  what  point  of  the  circle  is  taken  as  the 
origin  when  the  instrument  is  used  only  to  determine  differences 
of  azimuth,  since  the  constant  A^  of  the  above  equation  will 
disappear  in  taking  the  difference  of  two  values  of  A.  For 
absolute  azimuths,  let  us  denote  the  azimuth  of  the  point  Ji^  from 
the  south  point  of  the  horizon  by  A^ ;  then  the  azimuth^  of  the 
star,  also  reckoned  from  the  south  point,  will  be  equal  to  the 
above  value  increased  by  A^.  K,  therefore,  we  add  A^  to  the 
second  member,  and  then  write  ^A  for  the  constant  A^  —  A^^  we 
shall  have 

A^=A'+^A±bcotz±iC  cosec  z    \2_  p-'^i^  p  1      (206) 

where  A  now  denotes  the  absolute  azimuth  of  the  star,  and  CiA 
is  the  index  correction  of  the  circle,  or  reduction  of  the  readings 
to  absolute  azimuths.  The  readings  for  circle  right  differing  by 
180°  from  those  for  circle  left,  we  shall  always  assume  that  the 
former  have  been  increased  or  diminished  by  180°,  when  two 
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observations  in  different  positions  of  the  instrument  are  com- 
pared.   We  must  now  determine  tiie  quantities  e^  by  and  ^. 

212.  To  find  c  and  A.— The  most  oonrenient  method  of  finding 
e  with  a  fixed  instrument  is  to  employ  a  eollimating  teleseope 
placed  on  a  level  with  the  horizontal  ^xis^  such  as  that  of  Plate 
III.  Fig.  2.  The  cross  thread  of  the  collimator  is  observed  as  an 
infinitely  distant  point  or  star,  whose  zenith  distance  is  90^ ;  and 
hence  cot  2:  =3  0,  eosec^  =  1.  Observing  it  both  with  circle  left 
and  circle  right,  let  A'  and  A^'  be  the  readings  of  the  azimuth 
circle  (the  latter  reading  being  changed  180^) ;  then  we  have 

A=A'  -^  6,A  +  c 

A=A"-^  iJL^c 
whence 

c  =  i  (il"  -^  A^y  (207) 

which  will  give  c  with  its  proper  sign  for  circU  left. 
If,  however,  the  collimator  is  below  the  level  of  the  horizontal 

axis,  so  that  the  telescope  must  be  depressed  to  observe  it,  we 

shall  have 

-4  ==  A'  4-  ^-^  +  *  CO*  z  -^  c  cosec  z 
A  =  -4."  +  ^^  —  b  cot  z  —  c  cosec  z 

in  which  z  =  the  zenith  distance  of  the  collimator  =  90**  -|-  de- 
pression of  the  telescope,  as  given  by  the  vertical  circle ;  and 

then 

e  =  i  (A''  —  A)  sin  z^bcoBZ  (208) 

and  b  must  be  observed  with  the  striding  level  applied  ta  the 
axis,  as  in  the  case  of  liie  transit  instrument. 

When  the  telescope  is  furnished  with  a  micrometer,  the  value 
of  c  can  be  found  with  still  greater  accuracy,  by  meane  of  two 
collimators,  as  in  Art.  145. 

213.  In  some  cases  the  spirit  level  cannot  be  reversed  upon 
the  axis^  but  is  permanently  attached  to  it  or  to  the  frame  which 
supports  it  It  is  then  reversed  only  when  the  instrument  is 
reversed,  and  it  becomes  necessary  to  know  the  level  zero,  or 
that  reading  of  the  level  which  corresponds  to  a  truly  horizontal 
position  of  the  axis.  Let  this  reading  be  denoted  by  2^  and  let 
I  be  the  reading  at  any  observation ;  then  we  have 
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where  I  is  the  mean  of  the  readings  of  the  two  ends  of  the 
babble,  the  readings  towards  the  circle  end  being  always 
reckoned  as  positive.  Then  to  find  l^  we  have  recourse  to  the 
observation  of  two  stars,  one  near  the  zenith  and  the  other  near 
the  horizon,  or  of  the  same  star  at  different  times.  Let  A^  and 
A^'  be  the  circle  readings,  2/  and  2"  the  zenith  distances  of  the^ 
high  star  for  circle  left  and  circle  right,  respectively;  ?',  V  the 
level  readings ;  then,  A^  and  A^  being  the  true  azimuths,  we  have 

A^=A'  +^A  +  (V  —  i;)  cot  y  +  0  cosec  z' 
il,  =.  A"—  aA  —  G"—  y  cot  /'—  c  cosec  /' 

The  difference  between  A^  and  A^  may  be  accurately  computed 
from  the  known  place  of  the  star,  and  a  small  error  in  its 
assumed  place  will  not  sensibly  affect  this  difference.  If  the  star 
is  near  the  meridian  (which  will  be  advisable),  the  change  in 
azimuth  will  be  sensibly  proportional  to  the  interval  of  time 
between  the  two  observations :  so  that  if  T'  and  T'^  are  the 
sidereal  clock  times,  and  dA  the  change  of  azimuth  in  one 
second,  we  shall  have 

A,  —  Aj  =  ^A(r"—  rO  (209) 

in  which  T"  —  T'  is  in  seconds ;  and  dA  may  be  found  by  the 
differential  formula 

-  dA  16^  cos  S  cos  q 

dT  sin  z 

where  S  =  the  star's  declination,  and  the  parallactic  angle  q  is 
found  by  Art.  15  of  Vol.  I.  The  difference  of  the  above  equa- 
tions will  then  give  us  the  equation 

—  mZ,-fnc=:j>  (210) 

where,  to  abbreviate,  we  denote  the  known  quantities  as  follows : 

m  =  cot  2r  +  cot  z"  n  =:  cosec  z^  +  ftosec  e"    1     r9\\\ 

p  ^A'  —  A'^  (Ai  —  A[)  —  V  cot  y  —  r  cot  /'        /    ^    ^ 

Li  like  manner,  the  low  star  gives  a  similar  equation, 

—  nei^  +  n'c  =  y  (212) 

and  from  the  t^o  equations  the  uiiknoWn  quantities  l^  and- c' are 
found'  by  the  usual  method' of  eliniinatibn.   If  a  grei^er  number 
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of  Stars  have  been  observed,  the  equations  may  be  combined  by 
the  method  of  least  squares.  Where  there  is  a  collimator,  it 
may  always  be  used  as  the  low  star  of  this  method. 

214.  To  determine  the  index  correction  ajI,  observe  any 
known  star  in  either  position  of  the  instrument ;  then,  having 
computed  its  true  azimuth  A  (Vol.  I.  Art.  14),  we  have 

^A  =  A  --{A'  dt  b  cot  z  ±  c  cosec  z)  (213) 

215.  With  a  portable  instrument,  such  as  is  described  in  Art 
210,  the  use  of  a  collimator  is  impracticable,  since  the  telescope 
is  at  the  extremity  of  the  axis,  and,  therefore,  cannot  be  directed 
towards  the  collimator  in  both  positions.  We  must  then  employ 
stars,  as  in  the  preceding  article ;  but,  as  in  portable  instruments 
the  inclination  b  is  usually  found  directly  by  the  striding  level, 
a  single  star  observed  in  both  positions  of  the  instrument  will 
suffice.  If  we  take  the  pole  star  when  near  the  meridian,  we 
can  suppose  z  to  have  the  same  value  for  both  observations,  and 
we  shall  have  the  two  equations 

A^  =  A'  +  lA  -{-  V  cot  ^  +  c  cosec  z 
A^  =  A*  -f  A  A  —  b"  cot  z  —  c  cosec  z 

whence 

c  =  i  [A"  —  A'  —  (A,  —  A,)]  sin  2  —  J  (6'  +  V)  cos  z      (214) 

and  it  will  then  be  expedient  to  determine  ^A  at  the  same  time 
from  either  A^  or  A^ 

216.  If  instead  of  a  single  vertical  thread  there  are  several 
such  threads,  the  horizontal  transit  of  the  star  is  observed  over 
each  by  the  clock,  as  in  ordinary  transit  observations,  the  reading 
of  the  horizontal  circle  remaining  constant.  If  the  star  is  not 
too  far  from  the  equator,  the  intervals  of  time  between  the 
transits  over  the  threads  may  be  assumed  to  be  proportional  to 
the  distances  of  the  threads,  and  then  the  mean  of  the  times 
will  be  the  time  of  the  star's  transit  over  the  mean  thread.  The 
collimation  constants,  determined  from  stars  as  in  the  preceding 
articles,  will  then  be  that  of  the  mean  thread. 

K  some  of  the  threads  have  failed  to  be  observed,  let/i,/^&c. 
be  the  distances  of  the  threads  from  the  mean  thread,  positive 
for  threads  on  the  same  side  of  the  mean  as  the  vertical  circle ; 
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and  let/o  be  the  mean  of  the  distances  of  the  threads  observed, 
and  T^  the  mean  of  the  observed  times.  Thenf^  +  o  is  the  dis- 
tance of  the  mean  of  the  observed  threads  from  the  collimation 
axis ;  and  the  azimuth  at  the  time  7^  is  found  by  the  formula 
(206),  substituting/^  +  c  for  c. 

217.  If,  however,  we  wish  to  proceed  rigorously,  we  can 
reduce  each  thread  to  the  mean  thread  by  the  complete  formula 
(138), 

sin  I  = f-  2  tan  t  sin*  J I 

cos  d  cos  n  cost 

where  I  is  the  interval  of  time  in  which  the  star  describes  the 
distance  /,  and  t  =  T  —  m,  r  being  the  east  hour  angle  of  the 
star,  and  m  and  n  being  determined  l^y  (78).  But  we  can  sim- 
plify this  formula  for  our  present  purpose  as  follows.  Let  Ay 
Fig.  50,  be  the  point  in  which  the  horizontal  axis  of  the 
instrument  meets  the  sphere  when  produced  through 
the  circle  end  (as  in  Fig.  49) ;  Z  the  zenith ;  P  the  pole ; 
O  the  star  when  in  the  collimation  axis  of  the  telescope. 
Since  the  small  inclination  of  the  horizontal  and  verti- 
cal axes  will  not  sensibly  afiect  the  thread  intervals,  we 
can  here  regard  A  as  the  pole  of  the  vertical  circle  ZO, 
and  the  triangle  OPJD  may  be  regarded  as  right  angled 
at  2).  In  this  triangle  we  have,  according  to  the  de- 
finitions of  m,  n,  and  r  in  Art  123,  the  angle  OPD  =  OPZ 
—  APZ  =  —  r  —  (90°  —  m)  =  —  90°  —  i,  and  the  side  PD 
=  AP  —  90°  =  (90°  —  w)  —  90°  =  —  n.  We  have  also  OP 
=  90°  —  i,  and  the  parallactic  angle  POD  =  q.    Hence 

cos  n  cos  f  =  —  cos  q 

tan  t  =       tan  ^  sin  ^ 

and  our  formula  becomes 

sin  /  = 1-  2  sin  d  tan  q  sin*  J I 

cos  d  cos  q 

This  applies  for  circle  left.  For  circle  right  it  is  only  necessary 
to  change  the  sign  of  the  first  term,  so  that  the  complete  for- 
mula is 

sin  /  =  T  — ^^ h  2  sin  a  tan  g  sin*  i  I  (215) 

cos  ^  cos  ^  ^ 
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in  which  w^  take  L  ^^     I  sign  for  I   .    .      'l  and  I  will  be  the 

correction  algebraically  additive  to  the  observed  time  on  a  thread 
to  reduce  it  to  the  mean  thread.  The  angle  q  is  found  by  the 
formula 

sin  A  cos  ^  /o-i^x 

«D  q  =  (216) 

006  o 

where  q  will  have  a  negative  value  for  a  negative  value  of  sin  Aj 
that  is,  for  a  star  east  of  the  meridian. 

It  is  evident  that,  except  for  stars  of  considerable  declination, 
the  last  term  of  (215)  will  be  inappreciable,  and  that  we  maj 
usually  take 

I=^—{ (217) 

cos  d  cos  d' 

which  amounts  to  assuming  that  /is  proportional  to/,  as  in  the 
preceding  article. 

218.  To  find  the  equatorial  values  /  of  the  thread  intervals, 
we  observe  the  transit  of  a  slow  moving  star  near  the  meridian^ 
and  from  the  observed  intervals  /we  deduce 

sin/  =  =f:  sin  / cos ^  oos q 

2X9,  Zenith  distances.— Ite^  Z,  Fig.  51,  be  Hie  zenith ;  Z'  and  A 
the  points  in  which  the  vertical  and  horizontal  axes  m«et  the 

celestial  qphere;  BE'C^  the  great  circle  of 
*^"  which  A  is  the  pole,  and,  consequently,  the 

circle  which  represents  the  vertical  circle  of 
tiie  instrument.  This  circle  is  also  that  which 
is  described  by  the  coUimation  axis  of  the 
telescope.  Let  the  star  0  be  observed  on  a 
horizontal  thread  00^,  which  is  perpendicular 
to  the  great  circle  BO'  and  coincides  with 
the  arc  ACy  produced.  The  point  £',  in 
which  AZ'  produced  meets  the  circle  BB'^  xepresente  the  ex- 
tremity of  that  diameter  of  the  alidade  circle  which  is  in  the 
plane  of  the  vertical  axis  of  the  instrument.  The  arc  B'O^j  or 
the  angle  B'ACy  which  it  measures,  is  then  the  zenith  distance, 
as  given  directly  by  the  circle  when  the  circle  readings  for  B' 
and  (y  are  given.  Let  the  reading  of  the  circle,  when  the  thread 
is  at  B'y  be  denoted  by  f^,,  and  the  reading  on  the  star  by  {^,  an^ 
put  B'(y  or  B'AO'  =  z^ ;  then,  for  circle  left, 

^1  =  ^0  —  ? 
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the  graduations  of  the  circle  being  supposed  to  increase  from 

right  to  left.    Now,  for  different  azimuths  the  relatiYe  position 

of  £  and  J3'  is  different ;  and  they  coincide  only  when  the  point 

A  IB  in  the  plane  of  the  circle  ZZ\     Their  relative  position  at 

any  time  is  given  by  the  level  attached  to  the  alidade  circle ;  for 

let  l^  be  the  reading  of  the  level  when  B  and  -B'  coincide,  and 

I  the  reading  in  any  other  case ;  then,  denoting  BB^  by  ^,  we 

have 

A2rj  =1^  —  1 

where  we  take  the  left*hand  end  of  the  level  as  the  positive  end, 
the  observer  facing  the  circle,  and  I  is  half  the  algebraic  sum  of 
the  readings  of  the  ettds  of  the  bubble. 
Let  us  now  denote  the  arc  B(y  hy  z'\  then  we  have 

and  in  the  triangle  A  OZ  we  have  the  required  true  zenith  dis- 
tance  ZO  =  ^,  the  angle  OAZ  =  z' ;  and,  in  accordance  with 
the  notation  before  employed,  ^0  =  90^  +  OCy  =  90^  +  <?, 
AZ  =  90**  —  b.    Hence 

cos  z  =  —  sin  c  sin  6  -{-  cos  c  cos  b  oos  sf 

Substituting  cos  z'  =  cos«  J^'  -  sitf  J^',  we  obtain 

QOsz=s  —  sin  c  SID  6  (cos*  J  /  +  sin«  i  /) 
-f  cos  c  cos  b  (cos*  isf  —  sin*  i  ^) 
=  cos  (c  +  b)  cos'  J  /  —  cos  (c  —  6)  sin*  }y 
cos/  —  C0S2r  =  2 sin  \{z  +y)sin  \{z  —  /) 

=  2sin*J(c  +  6)cos*J/— 2sm*J(c  — Z>)sin*jy 

The  second  member  involving  only  the  squares  of  the  small 
quantities  c  and  6,  the  correction  z  —  z'\b  very  small,  so  that  for 
the  fiEtctor  sin^(2:  +  z')  we  may  take  sin  2;'=  2  sin  ^^' cos  ^2/. 
Hence,«ubfltituting  the  arcs  for  the  sines  of  the  quantities  ^  (^ — z% 
H^+*)»  K^--*)*  wefind 

^-«y  =  /?Jl^|8inrcot}/---/^^][8inrtanJ/  =  t       (218) 

and  <  will  denote  the  correction  for  coUimation  and  the  inclina- 
tion of  the  horizontal  axis.  Substituting  the  value  of  z*  above 
g^ven,  we  find  as  the  value  of  the  zenith  distance  given  by  the 
observation  drcU  lefij 

2f  =  C,-C+i,-Z  +  * 
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In  this  equation  the  constantB  ^^  and  ^  are  unknown ;  but  if  we 
now  revolve  the  instrument  180°  in  azimuth,  and  observe  the 
zenith  distance  of  the  same  point,  we  shall  have 

where  (;'  and  I'  denote  the  new  readings  of  circle  and  level ;  and 
hence,  for  circk  rights 

in  which  «'  is  computed  by  the  formula 

*'  =  /?!±A'j8inrcotl/---/^^Jsinrtan  jy 

c'  and  6'  being  the  coUimation  and  the.  inclination  of  the  hori- 
zontal axis  in  this  second  observation.  The  mean  of  the  two 
values  of  z  is 

Their  difference  gives  the  constant  quantity 

Co+  ^0=  i({:'+  c)  +  i(^'+  0+  i(*'-0  (220) 

If  the  observed  point  is  moving,  as  in  the  case  of  a  star,  the  value 
of  z  obtained  by  (219)  is  the  zenith  distance  at  the  mean  time 
between  the  two  observations;  and,  in  general,  if  a  series  of  zenith 
distances  is  taken,  one  half  in  each  position  of  the  circle,  and  if 
(^  denotes  the  mean  of  all  the  readings  of  the  circle  in  the  first 
position,  (^^the  mean  of  all  the  readings  in  the  second  position, 
I  and  V  the  corresponding  means  of  the  readings  of  the  circle 
level,  the  value  of  ^  given  by  (219)  will  be  the  zenith  distance  at 
the  mean  of  all  the  observed  times,  provided  always  that  the  series 
is  not  extended  so  far  as  to  introduce  second  differences  of  the 
change  of  zenith  distance.  The  correction  for  second  difierenees, 
when  necessary,  may  be  found  by  Vol.  I.  Art.  151. 

The  corrections  c  and  «'  are,  however,  usually  rendered  insen- 
sible in  practice  by  observing  the  star  only  in  the  middle  of  the 
field,  or  as  near  the  middle  vertical  thread  as  possible,  which  is 
effected  by  giving  the  instrument  a  slow  motion  in  azimuth  while 
the  star  passes  obliquely  across  the  field,  and  thus  keeping  the 
middle  thread  constantly  upon  the  star  until  it  is  bisected  by  the 
horizontal  thread. 
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220,  The  equation  (220)  gives  the  constant  Co  +  4  ^^^7  when 
the  observed  point  is  fixed.  The  cross  thread  of  a  collimating 
telescope,  or  a  distant  terrestrial  object,  may  be  used  as  such  a 
fixed  point ;  and,  making  the  observations  in  the  two  positions  of 
the  circle  only  in  the  middle  of  the  field,  we  shall  have  e'  —  e  =  0: 
so  that  if  we  denote  this  constant  by  Z  we  shall  have 

Z=ii:+n  +  i(l  +  n  (221) 

With  this  constant  thus  determined,  a  single  observation  of  a  star, 
in  either  position  of  the  instrument,  will  suffice  to  determine  its 
zenith  distance,  since  we  shall  then  have 

z  =  Z-{Z  +  l)    for  circle  L.  ) 

r  =  (C'  +  V)  —  Z  «      «      R  J    ^^^^^ 

The  constant  Z  expresses  the  zenith  point  of  the  instrument,  since 
in  any  position  of  the  instrument  it  is  equal  to  the  corrected  circle 
reading  when  the  observed  object  is  in  the  zenith. 

If  we  wish  to  deduce  Z  from  the  two  observations  of  a  star,  at 
the  times  T  and  T\  we  must  compute  the  difterence  between  the 
zenith  distances  for  the  interval  T'  —  Tj  which,  when  the  interval 
is  small,  may  be  done  by  the  differential  formula 

Az  =  {T'—  T)  — =  (r'—  r)coBf»sin^ 

dt 

in  which  T' —  T  is  supposed  to  be  reduced  to  seconds  of  arc; 
and  then  we  shall  have 

z=ii:  +  n+iG  +  n-i^^ 

It  should  be  remarked  that  when  C'is  numerically  less  than 
C  we  should  increase  it  by  860°,  both  in  finding  z  and  Z, 

When  the  two  observations,  in  opposite  positions  of  the  axis, 
are  made  very  near  to  the  meridian,  it  will  be  advisable  to  reduce 
each  to  the  meridian  by  applying  the  correction  for  circum- 
meridian  altitudes.  Vol  L  equation  (289)  or  (290). 

Example. — To  determine  the  zenith  point  of  an  Ertel  uni- 
versal instrument,  the  telescope  was  directed  towards  a  distant 
terrestrial  object,  and  the  horizontal  thread  was  brought  into 
coincidence  with  a  sharply  defined  point  in  the  object,  twice  in 
each  position  of  the  vertical  circle.    The  readings  of  the  circle 
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and  level  were  as  below.  Tbue  graduatioiiB  of  the  level  proceed 
coatinuouBly  from  the  right  to  the  left  end  of  the  tube,  bo  that 
the  values  of  I  are  simpl  j  the  arithmetical  means  of  the  readings 
of  the  two  enda  of  the  bubble.     The  value  of  one  division  =  2''.0« 


Circle  L 


Circle  B 


Cinde 

1 

L«T«lrMdiAgt. 

I 

•{ 

IBO** 

2*  80". 

40.2 

14.6 

27.4 

180 

2  85 

40.4 

14.5 

27.45 

359 

56  20 

88.2 

12.8 

25.5 

359 

56  30 

88.5 

12.9 

25.7 

Hence,  taking  the  means,  we  have 

C  =  180*    2'  32".6 
C'=  369    56  25  . 


C^=  269    59  28  .75 


I  =  27.43 
l'=  25.60 

/«=  26.52  =  83^04 


+  53  .04 


Z=  270     0  21  .79 

A  series  of  zenith  distanices  of  the  sun's  lower  limb  near  the 
meridian  was  then  taken^  its  follows: 


Circle  L. 


CSrcle  E. 


Cirele 
reading. 

I<eT«l 
reading. 

Circle  reading  cor- 
rected for  IcTcL 

Obserred  aenitli 
distance. 

229"  50'  50" 

88.4 

12.7 

229° 

51'  41".l 

40" 

8'  40".7 

220    57  15 

88. 

12.8 

229 

58    5  .8 

40 

2  16  .5 

230      2    5 

87. 

11.5 

280 

2  53  .5 

89 

67  28  .8 

230     5  15 

376 

12. 

280 

6    4  .6 

89 

54  17  .2 

280     7    0 

37. 

11.4 

230 

7  48  .8 

39 

52  88  .0 

809    52  15 

33.4 

7.9 

809 

52  66  .3 

39 

52  84  .5 

809   54  10 

83. 

7.4 

809 

54  60  .4 

89 

54  28  .6 

809    57  50 

38.6 

8.0 

809 

58  81  .6 

89 

58     9  .8 

310     2  40 

83.8 

8.8 

810 

8  22  .1 

40 

8     0  .8 

810     9  15 

84. 

8.8 

310 

9  57  .8 

40 

9  36  .0 

Here  we  have,  at  the  first  observation, 


diT. 

4-25.55 


C  =  2290  50*  60"  /  c 

and  hence  the  corrected  circle  reading  is 

C  ^»  I  =  229»  51'  41".l 


+  51".! 


The  correctiop  «  being  oaglecte^,  m  all  the  observationfl  were 
made  near  the  middle  yertiqal  thread,  we  obtain  the  observed 
zenith  distance  by  subtracting  this  number  firom  the  abpye  iread- 
ing  Z  of  the  zenith  point,  whence  z  =  40°  -8'  i40".7. 

In  like  manner,  the  fifth  observation  gives  (^'  +  V  =  809°  52' 
56".3,  from  which  Z  is  subtracted  to  obtain  the  observed  zenith 
distance.     The  results  are  given  in  the  last  column. 

These  observations  have  been  employed  in  Vol.  I.  Art.  171,  as 
circummeridi^n  zepith  distancep  for  determining  the  latitude. 

221.  In  the  methods  of  observation  above  adopted,  a  know- 
ledge of  the  deviations  i  and  i'  of  the  horizontal  and  vertical  axes 
from  their  normal  positions  is  not  required :  it  is  only  B^eessaiy 
that  they  should  be  small.  Their  values,  however,  can  be  readily 
investigated.  In  the  triangle  AZZ\  Fig.  51,  we  have  the  angle 
ZAZ'  =  BB'  =  A^i  ==  ^,  —  i,  as  given  by  the  level  of  the  vertical 
circle ;  and  tlus  .triapgjie  giv^es,  with  the  notation  of  AtU  iXh 


sin  A^,  = 


sin  t  sin  a' 


*  cos  6 

pr,  talking  a  fpr  a', 

1  sin  a  =  2^  —  I 
At  the  aapie  time^  we  liMkye,  from  the  L^v-el  b  of  l^e  horizontal  axis, 

t  COB  a  +  r  =  6 

Now,  revolving  the  instrument  180^,  ^he  angle  a  beeomes 
a  +  180**,  and  if  the  level  reading  of  the  vertical  cirde  alidade  is 
now  I'y  and  the  inclination  of  the  horizontal  axis  is  b'y  we  have 

-7-  i  sin  a  ==  ^^  -r-  i' 
—  icos  a  +  i'  =  6' 

Hence,  combining  these  equations  with  the  former  ones,  we  find 


t  sin  a  =  JCr—  t) 


}    (223) 


t  cos  ^  ==  i  (*  ^  b') 
which  determine  )  and  a;  and  for  i'  we  have 

i^Kh  +  h')  (224) 

We  can,  also,  find )  and  i'  from  the  inclinations  of  the  horizontal 
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axis  alone.  Let  the  alidade  of  the  azimuth  circle  be  set  at  any 
assumed  reading  A\  and  then  also  at  A'  +  120*^  and  A'  +  240®, 
and  let  6,  6',  V\  be  the  inclinations  of  the  horizontal  axis  given 
by  the  spirit  level  in  the  three  positions.    Then  we  have 

t  cos  a  +  i'  =6 

t  cos  (a  4- 120*)  4- 1'  =  b* 
I  cos  {a  +  240°)  +  t '  =  V 

the  sum  of  which,  since  cos  {a  +  120*^^  +  cos  (a  +  240®)  =  — -  cos  a, 
gives 

t '  =  j  (6  +  6'  +  4")  (225) 

This,  subtracted  from  the  1st  equation,  gives 

t  cos  a  = (226) 

and  the  difference  of  the  2d  and  8d  equations  gives 

i  Bin  a  = ^  (227) 

1/3 

which  determine  i  and  a.  This  method  may  be  used  for  instru- 
ments intended  only  for  the  measurement  of  horizontal  angles. 
In  other  instruments,  both  methods  may  b^  used,  and  the 
accordance  of  the  results  will  indicate  the  degree  of  perfection 
in  the  workmanship  of  the  vertical  pivots  of  the  instrument 

222.  If  there  are  several  horizontal  threads,  the  vertical  iransU 
of  the  star  over  each  may  be  observed,  revolving  the  instrament 
slowly  in  azimuth,  so  as  to  make  the  transit  occur  in  the  middle 
of  the  field.  The  level  of  the  alidade  should  be  read  both 
before  and  after  the  observation,  and  the  mean  taken  as  the 
value  of  I  at  the  mean  of  the  times  of  observation.  When  the 
star  is  not  near  the  meridian,  the  zenith  distance  represented  by 
the  mean  of  the  threads  may  be  assumed  to  correspond  to  the 
mean  of  the  observed  clock  times ;  but  when  near  tiie  meridian 
a  correction  for  second  differences  will  be  necessary. 

In  Vol.  I.  Art.  151,  we  have  found  that  if  i;,  T^  7;,  &c.  are 
the  several  clock  times,  and  T  their  mean,  the  corrected  time 
corresponding  to  tbe  mean  of  the  zenith  distances  is 

T,=  T+^^^km^  (228) 
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in  which,  /  being  the  hour  angle,  A  the  azimuth,  and  q  the  par- 
allactic angle  of  the  star, 

and  m^  is  the  mean  of  the  quantities 

2 Bin* i {T,  ^ T)  2BWi{T^  —  T)  ^^ 

Bin  1"  '  sin  1" 

which  can  be  taken  from  Table  V. 
For  the  moon,  the  correction  will  be 

log  B  being  found  as  in  Art.  154. 

If  the  transit  is  defective,  that  is,  if  only  a  portion  of  tLe 
threads  have  been  used,  it  will  be  necessary  to  apply  to  the  circle 
reading  a  correction  which  will  be  the  difference  between  the 
mean  of  the  threads  observed  and  the  mean  of  all  the  threads. 
Thus,  /  denoting  the  distance  of  any  thread  from  the  mean  of 
all,  and  n  the  number  of  threads  observed,  the  correction  of  the 

circle  reading  will  be  -  £f.    The  value  of  /  for  each  thread  will 

be  most  readily  found  from  complete  vertical  transits  of  stars 
which  are  not  so  near  to  the  meridian  as  to  require  a  correction 
for  second  differences,  since  we  can  then  use  the  differential 
formula 

/=  16  J  X  —  =  157cos  f  sinil 

in  which  /is  the  interval  between  the  observed  time  on  a  thread 
and  the  mean  of  all  the  times. 

To  compute /with  regard  to  second  differences,  see  VoL  I. 
Art.  150. 

223.  Correction  of  the  observed  azimuth  and  zenith  distance  of  the 
limb  of  the  moon  or  a  planet  for  defective  Ulumination. — I  shall  here 
consider  only  the  case  where  the  defective  limb  of  a  spherical 
body  has  been  observed.  The  formulae  for  the  more  general 
case  of  a  spheroidal  planet  may  easily  be  deduced  from  those 
given  in  Vol.  I.  (occultations  of  a  planet) ;  but  they  are  rarely 
if  ever  required.    We  can  obtain  the  formulae  necessary  for  our 
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present  purpose  from  those  given  in  Arts.  157  and  207  of  the 
present  volume.  It  is  evident  that  in  computing  the  apparent 
outline  of  the  disc  of  a  planet  as  illuminated  by  the  sun,  any 
system  of  co-ordinates  may  be  used,  provided  the  places  of  the 
sun  and  planet  are  expressed  in  the  same  system.  If,  then,  v^e 
here  substitute  the  zenith  for  the  pole,  and,  consequently,  the 
horizon  for  the  equator,  we  have  only  to  substitute  zenith  dis- 
tance for  polar  distance  and  azimuth  for  right  ascension,  or 
rather  the  negative  of  the  azimuth,  since  the  azimuth  is  reckoned 
from  left  to  right,  while  right  ascension  is  reckoned  from  right 
to  left.    Putting,  therefore, 

d  =  the  sun's  zenith  distance, 
a  =        **        azimath, 
A  =  the  planet's  azimuth, 
s  =s  the  planet's  apparent  semidiameter, 
B,  Rf=  the  geocentric  distances-  of  the  earth  and  planet, 
respectively, 

we  have,  by  (124),  for  computing  the  horizontal  perpendicular 
fbom  the  centre  of  a  planet  upon  the  vertical  thread  in  contact 
with  the  defective  limb,  the  formulce 

sin  /  =  —  sin  d  sin  (a  —  A) 

^  \    (229) 

«"  =  «'  cos  X 

The  value  of  sin  *i  will  be  positive  or  negative  according  as  the 
2d  or  the  1st  limb  is  defective.  The  value  of  %  may  be  found 
from  its  mean  value  given  in  Vol.  I.  p.  578. 

For  the  moon  we  can  put  B  =  B'. 

Since  we  wish  to  deduce  from  the  observed  azimuth  of  the 
defective  limb  that  of  the  true  limb,  the  correction  of  the  circle 
reading  will  evidently  be 

•  J       ^ — ^'       9  versin  y  ,««/vx 

dA=:-- = ^  (2S0) 

sm  2f  sm  ^ 

Again,  for  computing  the  vertical  perpendicular  from  the  centre 
of  a  planet  upon  the  horizontal  thread  in  contact  with  the 
defective  limb,  we  deduce  from  (200),  by  changing  the  co-ordi- 
nates,' 

Bin  /  =  —  [sin  z  cos  d  -^  cos  z  sin  d  cos  (a  —  A)"}       (231) 
B^ 
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or,  by  introducing  an  auxiliary, 


tan  E  =  tan  d  cob  (a  —  A) 

B    sin  (z  —  E)  cos  d 


8in  y    =  — 
^  Iff 


cobE 


(231*) 


and  the  correction  to  reduce  the  observed  zenith  distance  to 
that  of  the  true  limb  will  be- 


dz  =  8  versin  / 


(232) 


A  negative  value  of  sin  x  will  indicate  that  the  upper  limb  is 
defective. 

Example!  1. — ^The  following  observations  of  the  azimuths  of 
Beffulus  and  of  the  moon's  Ist  limb  were  made  at  Greenwich 
with  the  "Ali^izimuth,"  May  3,  185^. 


Vertical 
circle. 

Clock  time  of 
transit. 

Circle  reading 

LeTel 

Clock 
corr. 

Left 

11»  26-  12*.95 

140°  3y  89".71 

—  19".79 

+  11*.46 

Bight 

12     3    11.80 

328    45  10  .76 

—  20  .14 

11.51 

Eight 

12  31    55.37 

62   54  43  .04 

—  21  .49 

11.55 

Left 

12  45    26.38 

246   84  47  .08 

—  19  .28 

11.57 

JIL. 

})1L. 
Begidus, 
Eegulus. 

The  clock  time  is  the  mean  of  the  transits  over  six  vertical 
threads.  The  clock  correction  is  the  reduction  to  sidereal  time. 
The  circle  readings  are  the  means  of  four  microscopes.  The 
level  reading  is  the  mean  of  the  indications  of  six  levels,  per- 
manently attached  to  the  instrument,  parallel  to  the  horizontal 
axis.     The  level  zero,  found  by  the  method  of  Art.  218,  was 

Z,  =r  —  80'M6 

The  collimation  constant  for  the  mean  of  the  threads  was,  for 

circle  left, 

c^  +  2".6ft 

The  observations  being  taken  for  the  purpose  of  determining 
the  moon's  azimuth,  we  shall  first  find  the  index  correction  of 
the  circle  from  the  known  star  Begubis^  From  the  Nautical 
Almanac,  we  take 

Eegulus,  R  A.  =       10»  0-»  29*.82 
"         Decl.  =  +  ir  41'  16".6 
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The  hour  angles  of  the  star  at  the  two  observations  are,  there 

fore, 

Circle  R    t  =  2*  31-  87*.60 

Circle  L.    ^  =  2  45     8  .58 

with  which  and  the  latitude  ip  =  61^  28'  87''.84  we  find,  by  Vol. 
I.  Art  14,  the  stars's  true  azimuth  and  approximate  zenith  distance. 


Circle  E.    A  =  62*  10  18'MO 
Circle  L.    A  =  hh    50  39  .25 


ar  =  49*  22^ 
z  =  h\     4 


The  zenith  distances  are  apparent,  {.e.  affected  by  refraction. 
The  instrumental  corrections  for  the  star  are  then  as  follows : 


Circle  R. 
Circle  L. 


6  =  /  -  «, 


+    8".67 
+  10  '.88 


&cot  f 


—  7".45 

+  8  .79 


t  eoMof 


—  3".53 
+  3  .45 


The  corrected  circle  readings  are,  therefore  (adding  ISO**  to 
the  reading  for  Circle  R.), 


Circle  R. 
Circle  L. 


Corrected  A* 


242*  54'  32".06 
246    84  59  .32 


which,  compared  with  the  true  azimuths  A  above  found,  give 
the  index  correction 


Circle  R. 
Circle  L. 


t^A 


169*  15'  41".04 
169    15  39  .93 


Mean  aA  =  169    15  40  .48 

In  the  next  place,  to  reduce  the  observations  of  the  moon 
there  were  given  the  moon's  apparent  zenith  distances  (affected 
by  parallax  and  refraction), 

Circle  L.  })^  =  77*ir 
Circle  R.   3^  =  73    17 


whenae  we  find  the  instrumental  corrections  to  be  as  follows : 
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887 


Circle  L. 
E. 


it 


b^l^L 


+  10".87 
+  10  .02 


b  eot  t 


+  2".36 
—  8  .01 


e  coseo  m 


+  2".75 
—  2  .80 


Applying  these  and  the  above  found  index  correction,  the  true 
azimuths  of  the  limb,  as  observed,  were 

Circle  L.  At  11»  26-  24*.41    Sid.  time,      A  =  309^  55'  25".30 
"     R    "   12     3    22 .81      ''      "  Az=  318      0  45  .43 

But  the  moon's  limb  was  slightly  gibbous ;  and  we  must  yet 

apply  the  correction  given  by  our  formulse  (229)  and  (230).   As  the 

correction  will  not  be  sensibly  different  for  the  two  observations, 

we  may  compute  it  for  the  middle  instant  between  them,  which 

corresponds  to  the  mean  solar  time  8*  57""  16*.    For  this  time,  we 

find 

Sun's  a  =  2*  44-  15'.74 

«      d  =  +  15°  54'.6 
from  which  we  deduce  the  sun's  azimuth  and  zenith  distance 


a  =  136<»  4'.9 


d  =  102*>  8M 


and  hence,  taking  A  =  313^  58M  (the  mean  value),  we  find 

log  sin  X  =  n8.5570 

Since  sin  x  '^  negative,  the  first  limb  is  defective.     Then,  since 
8  =  16'  86".5,  and  the  mean  value  of  2:  =  75^  14', 

dA  =  il^r^ll  =  o''.67 

sin  z 

which  is  to  be  added  to  the  above  values  of  j1  to  obtain  the 
azimuths  of  the  true  limb. 

Example  2. — The  following  observations  of  the  zenith  dis- 
tances of  the  collimator  and  of  the  moon's  lower  limb  were 
made  at  Greenwich  with  the  '<  Alt-azimuth,"  Sept.  21,  1852. 


Collimator.    Circle  L. 


Cirele  reading 

Level  reading 

f  +  ' 

SIS"  47'  67".63 
160    23  30  .34 

74".63 
82  .46 

SIS'  W  12".16 
160    24  52  .80 

Z=    58      7     2  .48 


Vol.  II.— 22 
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The  vertical  transit  of  the  mdbn  was  observed  on  six  horizontal 
threads,  as  follows : 


})  L.L.  Circle  L. 


Thread. 

Cloek. 

Tn-T 

""          sin  1" 

-T) 

I 

19*  88-  11'.5 

—  8-  48'.4 

27".22    . 

II 

89    47.0 

—  2      7.9 

8  .93 

III 

41    16.0 

—  0    88.9 

0  .83 

IV 

42    42.5 

+  0    47.6 

1  .24 

V 

44     5.5 

+  2    10.6 

9  .30 

VI 

45    27.0 

+  8    82.1 

24  .53 

19 

41 

+ 

54.92 
7.90 

19 
841 

42 

"27' 

+ 

2.82 

12".65 
80  .90 

841 

58 

28 
7 

38  .45 

2  .48 

T  =  19  41    54.92  m.  =  12  .01 

Clock  corr. ; 

Sid.  time 

Circle  reading  C : 
Level       «        I  = 

Z: 

2  =    76    38  29  .03 

This  zenith  distance  does  not  correspond  precisely  to  the  mean 
time  J*,  on  account  of  the  moon's  proximity  to  the  meridian.  To 
obtain  the  correction  for  second  differences  by  our  formula  (228), 
we  have  found  above  the  differences  between  the  several  clock 
times  and  T,  and  also  the  mean  {m^  of  the  corresponding  values 
of  m.  Thea,  to  compute  the  coefficient  A,  we  have  the  approxi- 
mate as^lmuth  of  the  moon  at  the  time  of  observation^ 

^  =  +  8<>  68'.8 
and  the  moon's  declination, 

^  =  —  28*^  84'.5 
Hence,  with  f  =  51°  28',6,  by  the  formute 


we  find 


and  then 


sin^ 

sin  a  = cos  ^ 

cos  d 


log  sin  q  =  9.0267, 


.       sin  A    . 
Bin  t  = sm  z 

cos  d 


log  sin  f  =  9.2194 


log  k  =  0.7727 
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The  change  of  the  moon's  right  ascension  in  one  minute  of 
mean  time  was  2*.40 ;  and  hence,  by  the  table  in  Art.  164, 

ar.  CO.  log  B  =  log  (1  —  ;)  =  9.9823 

We  have,  therefore,  the  correction 

T*i(l-^)'A:m„  =  +  4*.87 

which,  being  added  to  the  sidereal  time  above  fooxid,  giveeT 
19*  42*  7*.19  as  the  sidereal  time  corresponding  to  the  apparent 
zenith  distance  76°  88'  29".03. 

It  should  be  observed  that  in  the  observation  of  the  collimator 
one  of  the  horizontal  threads  is  made  to  bisect  the  cross  thread 
of  the  collimator,  and,  therefore,  in  order  to  make  the  circle 
readings  correspond  to  the  mean  of  the  threads,  they  must  be 
increased  by  the  distance  of  the  horizontal  thread  employed 
from  the  mean.  In  the  above  observations  the  4th  thread  was 
employed,  the  distance  of  which  from  the  mean  of  the  six 
threads  was  1'  0".46.  This  quantity  is  included  in  the  circle 
readings  above  given,  so  that  they  represent  the  readings  that 
would  have  been  obtained  if  the  fictitious  thread  called  the  mean 
thread  had  actually  been  observed  in  coincidence  with  the 
threads  of  the  collimator. 

In  conclusion,  it  is  to  be  remarked  that  stars  may  be  observed 
both  directly  and  by  reflection  in  a  mercury  horizon,  in  which 
case  the  difference  of  the  readings  of  the  vertical  circle  (corrected 
for  any  change  in  the  alidade  levels,  &c.)  will  be  twice  the  alti- 
tude. The  combination  of  the  reflected  observations  in  both 
positions  of  the  axis  gives  the  nadir  point  of  the  instrument, 
precisely  as  the  zenith  point  is  obtained  from  the  direct  obser- 
vations. The  method  of  conducting  such  observations  will  be 
readily  inferred  from  what  has  already  been  said  under  Meridian 
Circle,  Art.  200. 

[For  an  example  of  the  use  of  a  portable  instrument  in  de- 
termining the  longitude  of  a  place  by  the  moon's  azimuth,  see 
VoL  L  p.  880.] 
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CHAPTER  Vin. 


THE  ZENITH   TELESCOPE. 


224.  The  zenith  telescope  is  a  portable  instrument  specially 
adapted  for  the  measurement  of  snmU  differences  of  zenith  dis- 
tance. It  is  essentially  the  invention  of  Capt  Andrew  Talcott, 
of  the  IT.  8.  Corps  of  Engineers  (in  1884) ;  but,  having  been  exclu- 
sively adopted  in  the  U.  8.  Coast  8urvey  for  the  determination 
of  latitudes,  it  has  there  received  several  improvements,  which 
have  given  it  a  more  general  character  than  it  possessed  at  first 
As  now  constructed,  it  can  be  used  at  all  zenith  distances,  and 
may  be  regarded  as  designed  fof  the  comparison  of  any  two  nearly 
equal  zenith  distances  in  any  azimuths.  The  method  of  finding 
the  latitude  by  this  instrument,  now  known  as  Talcoti\s  Method^ 
is  one  of  the  most  valuable  improvements  in  practical  astronomy 
of  recent  years,  surpassing  all  previously  known  methods  (not 
excepting  that  of  Bessel  by  prime  vertical  transits)  both  in  sim- 
plicity and  in  accuracy. 

Plate  XIII.  represents  one  of  the  zenith  telescopes  of  the 
U.  8.  Coast  Survey.  The  telescope  is  attached  to  one  end  of  a 
horizontal  axis  §,  and  is  counterpoised  by  a  weight  0  at  the 
other  end,  which  is  so  connected  with  the  telescope  by  the 
curved  lever  P,  P,  P  as  to  tend  not  only  to  equalize  the  pressure 
of  the  axis  Q  upon  the  two  Vs,  but  to  prevent  the  flexure  of  the 
axis.  The  Vs  of  the  horizontal  axis,  one  of  which  is  seen  at  JV, 
are  connected  with  each  other  by  the  horizontal  bar  M,  and 
thereby  to  the  vertical  column  C.  Tliis  column  revolves  about 
a  vertical  axis  and  carries  a  vernier  and  clamp  e,  by  means  of 
which  it  may  be  set  at  any  reading  of  the  horizontal  circle  BB. 
The  vertical  axis  and  horizontal  circle  are  secured  to  a  tripod, 
the  feet  of  which,  A^  A^  A^  are  levelling  screws  for  adjusting  the 
verticality  of  the  axis.  The  striding  level  S  is  applied  to  the 
horizontal  axis,  as  in  the  case  of  the  transit  instrument. 

We  now  come  to  the  distinctive  features  of  the  instrument, 
the  spirit  level  L  and  the  micrometer  E.     The  level  L  is  at  right 
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angles  to  the  horizontal  axis,  and,  consequently,  in  the  plane  of 
motion  of  the  telescope,  and  is  firmly  connected  with  the  bar  i/, 
"which  revolves  upon  a  centre  secured  to  the  telescope :  so  that 
it  may  be  placed  at  any  angle  with  the  optical  axis  of  the  tele- 
scope. In  order  to  set  the  level  at  any  given  angle  approximately, 
the  bar  H  carries  a  vernier,  which  by  the  clamp  /  can  be  fixed 
at  any  reading  of  the  vertical  circle  JT,  and  this  circle  is  perma- 
nently connected  with  the  telescope.  This  circle,  being  graduated 
from  0*^  at  its  middle  point  to  90°  in  each  direction,  will,  when 
properly  adjusted,  give  the  zenith  distance  of  a  star  towards 
-which  the  telescope  is  directed  when  the  bubble  of  the  level  is 
in  the  middle  of  the  tube ;  and  it  therefore  serves  as  a  finder  bv 
setting  the  vernier  upon  the  given  zenith  distance  of  a  star  and 
then  revolving  the  telescope  until  the  bubble  plays.  When  the 
telescope  is  thus  approximately  set,  it  is  clamped  by  the  screw 
G^  which  acts  upon  a  circular  collar  around  the  horizontal  axis, 
and  then  a  fine  motion  in  zenith  distance  can  be  given  to  the 
telescope  by  the  tangent  screw  F.  This  fine  motion  is  required 
only  in  bringing  the  bubble  of  the  level  nearly  to  the  middle  of 
the  tube. 

J?  is  a  filar  micrometer  with  one  or  more  movable  threads 
carried  by  a  single  micrometer  screw  with  a  graduated  head 
reading  directly  to  hundredths  of  a  revolution,  and  by  estima- 
tion to  thousandths.  In  tlie  instruments  in  use,  one  revolution 
is  usually  less  than  50^',  and  hence  each  observation  is  read  off, 
by  estimation,  within  less  than  0".05.  There  are  usually  added 
several  fixed  vertical  threads,  so  that  the  instrument  can  be  used 
as  a  transit  instrument  when  required. 

In  the  preliminary  adjustment,  when  setting  up  the  instru- 
ment, the  test  of  the  verticality  of  the  axis  C  is  that  the  reading 
of  the  striding  level  S  is  not  changed  while  the  instrument  makes 
a  complete  revolution  in  azimuth.  The  perpendicularity  of  the 
horizontal  and  vertical  axes  Q  and  C  is  proved  when,  after 
having  made  C  vertical,  Q  is  horizontal ;  and  the  latter  is  proved 
by  reversing  the  level  S  upon  the  axis. 

The  middle  transit  thread  can  be  approximately  adjusted  by 
causing  it  to  coincide  witli  a  very  distant  terrestrial  point  in  two 
positions  of  the  telescope  for  which  the  readings  of  the  hori- 
zontal circle  differ  exactly  180°.  This,  however,  is  but  an 
approximation;  for  there  will  be  a  parallax  in  the  apparent 
position  of  any  terrestrial  point  as  observed  in  the  two  positions, 
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since  the  absolute  position  of  the  centre  of  the  telescope  is 
changed  by  twice  its  constant  distance  from  the  vertical  axis. 
We  can  easily  compute  the  amount  of  this  parallax  in  a  given 
case  and  allow  for  it ;  for  if  rf  =  the  distance  of  the  centre  of  the 
telescope  from  the  vertical  axis,  D  =  the  distance  of  the  object, 
and  p  =  the  parallax,  we  have 

_        d 
^  ""  D  sin  r 

but,  as  the  horizontal  circle  is  not  designed  for  very  accurate 
measures,  it  will  not  usually  be  worth  while  to  use  this  method 
further  than  to  make  a  first  adjustment.  A  perfect  adjustment 
can  be  directly  effected  by  the  use  of  two  collimating  telescopes 
(Transit  Inst.,  Art.  145),  for  which  we  can  temporarily  use  the 
telescopes  of  two  theodolites  or  other  field  instruments  at  hand. 
When  the  instrument  is  used  as  a  transit,  the  collimation  con- 
stant can  be  determined  from  a  number  of  stars  observed  in  the 
two  positions  of  the  axis  by  the  method  of  least  squares,  sup- 
posing two  diflTerent  azimuths  but  the  same  collimation  in  the 
two  sets  of  equations  of  condition,  as  in  the  example,  p.  202. 

The  verticality  of  the  transit  threads  is  proved  by  the  methods 
used  for  the  transit  instrument. 

In  finding  the  latitude  by  meridian  observations,  the  instru- 
ment is  frequently  revolved  in  azimuth  180°  for  the  alternate 
observation  of  north  and  south  stars,  and,  to  save  time  in  this 
operation,  two  stops,  6,  6,  are  provided,  which  can  be  clamped 
at  any  points  of  the  limb  of  the  horizontal  circle,  and,  conse- 
quently, at  such  points  that  the  telescope  shall  be  in  the  meri- 
dian when  the  clamp  e  bears  against  either  stop. 

225.  TahotCs  method  of  finding  the  latitude. — Two  stars  are 
selected  which  culminate  at  nearly  equal  zenith  distances,  one 
north  and  the  other  south  of  the  zenith.  The  difference  of  their 
zenith  distances  must  be  less  than  the  breadth  of  the  field  of  the 
telescope,  and  it  is  better  to  have  it  less  than  half  this  breadth,  to 
avoid  observations  near  the  edge  of  the  field.  Their  right  ascen- 
sions should  be  nearly  equal,  so  that  their  transits  may  occur 
within  so  short  a  period  that  the  state  of  the  instrument  may  be 
assumed  to  have  remained  unchanged ;  but  a  sufficient  interval 
should  be  allowed  for  making  the  necessary  observation  of  the 
level  and  micrometer  and  for  reversing  in  azimuth.     The  stops 
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having  been  previously  set  (by  means  of  some  known  star)  so  as 
to  mark  the  meridian,  the  finding  circle  iTis  set  to  the  mean 
zenith  distance  of  the  two  stars,  and  the  telescope  is  pointed  so 
as  to  make  the  reading  of  the  level  L  nearly  zero.  The  tele- 
scope can  now  be  directed  upon  either  star  by  revolving  the 
instrument  about  the  vertical  axis,  and  this  axis  is  supposed  to 
be  so  nearly  vertical  that  the  reading  of  the  level  will  not 
be  greatly  changed,  since  for  accurate  determinations  with  a 
spirit  level  it  is  always  important  to  make  the  inclinations  which 
it  is  to  measure  as  small  as  possible,  and  not  to  use  the  extreme 
divisions.  The  chronometer  times  of  the  transits  of  the  stars 
have  been  previously  computed  from  their  right  ascensions  and 
the  chronometer  correction.  The  instrument  being  set  for  the 
star  which  culminates  first,  when  the  star  comes  into  the  field 
an  assistant  calls  the  seconds  of  the  chronometer,  and  the 
observer  bisects  the  star  by  the  micrometer  thread  as  nearly  as 
possible  at  the  computed  time  of  transit ;  or,  failing  in  doing 
this  satisfactorily,  he  bisects  it  soon  after,  and  records  the  actual 
time  of  the  observation.  He  then  reads  the  level  and  micro- 
meter, revolves  the  instrument  180°,  and  observes  the  second 
star  in  the  same  mannei\ 

Several  bisections  of  the  star  might  be  made  while  it  is  passing 
through  the  field,  and  each  could  be  reduced  to  the  meridian ; 
but  in  the  Coast  Survey  a  single  deliberate  meridian  observa- 
tion is  regarded  as  preferable  to  several  circummeridian  obser- 
vations.* 

We  must  not  fail  to  remark  that,  since  the  exceHwice  of  this 
method  depends  upon  the  invariability  of  the  anglie  which  the 
telescope  and  level  make  with  each  other,  the  observer  must  not 
touch  the  tangent  screw  /after  having  set  for-the  panoper  zenith 
distance,  until  the  observation  of  the  two  stars*  is  completed. 
The  same  restriction  does  not  apply  to  the*  tangent  screw  Fy 
which  moves  the  telescope  and  level  togethec-;  and,  in  ease  the 
vertical  axis  is  not  very  well  adjusted,  it  raaj^  be  necessary  to 


>^P^PV^*«— 


*  The  single  observation  Is  preferable  on  the  score  of  BimpIiiMt jr  in  tk»  subsequent 
redactions,  but  it  cannot  be  regarded  as  more  accurate  tfaaik  fth&  Bie*»  of  several . 
properly  taken  observations.  The  best  reason  for  preferring- the*  siftgte  observation  < 
is  found  in  the  present  state  of  the  star  catalogues,  for  eTenithe>  single  observation) i 
with  the  senith  telescope  is  subject  to  a  less  probable  error  tUafk  H^  place  of  the  star  .• 
in  most  of  (he  catalogues  that  have  to  be  used.  It  is,  tifasref^re,  preferable  to>. 
simplifj  the  individual  observations  and  to  multiply  obserTflrfuooft  by  taking  difforenUr. 
pairs  of  stars. 
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use  this  screw,  after  turning  to  the  second  star,  in  order  to  bring 
the  bubble  of  the  level  near  the  middle  of  the  scale. 

Now  let  m  be  the  micrometer  reading  (reduced  to  arc)  for  the 
southern  star.  Let  niQ  be  the  micrometer  reading  for  any  point 
of  the  field  arbitrarily  assumed  as  the  micrometer  zero ;  and  let 
Zq  be  the  apparent  zenith  distance  represented  by  m^  when  the 
level  reading  is  zero.  Let  us  also  suppose  that  the  micrometer 
readings  increase  as  the  zenith  distances  decrease.  Then,  if  the 
level  reading  were  zero,  the  apparent  zenith  distance  of  the  star 
would  be 

Let  I  be  the  equivalent  in  arc  of  the  level  reading,  positive  when 
the  reading  of  the  north  end  of  the  level  is  the  greater;  let  r  be 
the  refraction.  Then  the  true  zenith  distance  of  the  southern 
star  is  X 

z  =  ^„  + wi„  —  m  +  i  +  r 

The  quantity  ^o  +  ^  is  constant  so  long  as  the  relation  of  the 
level  and  telescope  is  not  changed.  We  shall,  therefore,  have 
for  the  northern  star 

y  =  ^g  +  m^  —  m'  —  r  -f  / 
Hence  we  have 

^  —  y=m'— m  +  r+Z  +  r  —  r' 

But,  if  d  and  <J'  are  the  declinations  of  the  south  and  north  stars, 
respectively,  and  f  the  latitude,  we  have 

^  =  d   -^  Z 

and,  therefore. 

Thus,  to  the  mean  of  the  declinations  we  have  to  add  three  cor- 
rections, which  I  shall  consider  separately. 

226.  The  correction  for  refraction. — The  observations  being 
usually  restricted  to  zenith  distances  less  than  25^,  and  the  differ- 
ence of  zenith  distance  being  necessarily  less  than  the  breaddi 
of  the  field  of  the  telescope,  the  difference  of  the  refractions  i^ 
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so  small  that  the  variations  depending  on  the  state  of  the  barom- 
eter and  thermometer  are  not  sensible,  and  we  may  employ  the 
equation 

r  — r^=(^-0  — 
in  which,   if  z  —  z'  is   expressed  in  minutes,  the   differential 

//r 

quotient  —  w^ill  denote  the  change  of  the  mean  refraction  cor- 

responding  to  a  change  of  one  minute  of  zenith  distance.  K 
we  take  Bessel's  formula  for  the  refraction, 

r  =  a  tan  z 

in  which  a  may  be  regarded  as  constant  for  small  variations  of 
e,  we  have 

df a  sin  1' 

dz         cos'j? 

by  which  we  readily  form  the  following  table : 


% 

dr 
dz 

0^ 

0".0168 

5 

.0169 

10 

.0173 

15 

.0180 

20 

.0190 

25 

.0205 

The  principal  term  in  the  value  ot  z  —  z'  is  m'  —  m,  and  we 
may  in  practice  take  (m'  —  m  being  expressed  in  minutes) 


|(r-r')  =  i(»i'-m) 


dr^ 
dz 


(284) 


The  correction  for  refraction  then  has  the  same  sign  as  the  cor- 
rection for  the  micrometer.* 

*  If  we  wish  to  consider  the  aetual  state  of  the  air  as  giTen  bj  the  barometer  and 

dr 
thermometer,  we  have  only  to  multipl/  the  values  of  — -  by  ^  and  y,  whose  loga- 

di 

flithms  are  given  in  Table  II. 


1 
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227.  The  correction  for  level. — If  we  denote  the  readings  of  the 
north  and  south  ends  of  the  bubble  by  n  and  5,  the  inclinations 
observed  at  the  observations  of  the  south  and  north  stars,  re- 
spectively, expressed  in  divisions  of  the  level,  or,  as  I  shall  call 
them,  the  level  readingSy  will  be 

y       n  —  8  -.,      n' — 5' 

Jj  = JU    =5  

2  2 

and,  putting  D  =  the  value  of  a  division  of  the  level  in  seconds 
of  arc,  we  shall  have 

l  =  LD  V=^L'D 

and  the  correction  for  the  level  will  be 

(r  +  o  =  Ki'  +  i)^=(^^-^-f^^^i^)-Z>     (235) 

Thus  the  correction  for  the  level  is  found  with  its  proper  sign  by 
subtracting  the  sum  of  the  south  end  readings  from  the  sum  of 
the  north  end  readings,  and  multiplying  one-fourth  the  remainder 
by  the  value  of  a  division. 

228.  The  correction  for  the  micrometer. — If  we  denote  the  actual 
micrometer  readings  for  the  south  and  north  stars  by  M  and  M\ 
expressed  in  revolutions  of  the  screw,  and  put  R  =  the  value  of 
a  revolution  in  seconds,  we  have 

1  (m'  — m)  =  ^  (Jlf'  —  JIf)  i2  (236) 

We  have  supposed  the  readings  to  increase  as  the  zenith  dis- 
tances decrease,  or,  which  is  the  same  thing,  that  the  readings 
increase  from  the  upper  part  of  the  field  towards  the  lower  part. 
This  is  desirable  only  on  account  of  the  symmetry  it  gives  to  the 
reductions,  the  proper  sign  of  the  correction  being  determined,  as 
in  the  case  of  the  level,  by  always  subtracting  south  readings 
from  north  readings.  But  it  is  well  to  reverse  the  instrument 
occasionally,  using  the  telescope  sometimes  on  the  right  and 
sometimes  on  the  left  of  the  vertical  axis,  in  order  to  eliminate 
any  unknown  peculiar  error  of  the  instrument,  and  in  conformity 
w'ith  the  general  principle  of  varying  the  circumstances  under 
which  different  determinations  of  the  same  quantity  are  made. 
This  reversal,  of  course,  reverses  the  sign  of  the  readings,  and 
therefore  when  the  readings  are  the  reverse  of  those  above  sup- 
l>o3ed  it  will  be  sufficient  to  mark  them  all  with  the  negative 
sign,  and  then  to  proceed  by  the  same  formulee  as  before. 
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229.  Redudion  to  the  meridian, — When  from  any  cause  the 
observer  fails  to  obtain  the  meridian  observation,  a  single  extra- 
meridian  observation  is  usually  substituted.  This  observation 
may  be  taken  in  either  of  two  ways. 

F\rsi,  The  instrument  is  left  clamped  in  the  meridian,  and  the 
star  is  observed  at  a  certain  distance  from  the  middle  vertical 
thread,  the  time  being  noted.  The  reduction  to  the  meridian  is 
then  the  same  as  for  the  meridian  circle  (Art.  199),  namely,  t 
beiug  the  hour  angle  of  the  star  in  seconds  of  time, 

|(15r)«8inr8in2a 

This  is  to  be  added  to  the  observed  zenith  distance  of  a  southern 
star,  or  subtracted  from  that  of  a  northern  star,  and  in  either  case 
one-half  of  it  is  to  be  added  to  the  latitude.  The  correction  to 
the  latitude  is,  therefore, 

:c  =  i  (16  r)«  Bin  1"  sin  2  ^  ===  [6.1347]  t«  sin  2  ^  (287) 

when  one  of  the  stars  of  a  pair  is  observed  out  of  the  meridian. 
If  bi)th  are  so  observed,  two  such  corrections,  separately  com- 
puted for  each,  must  be  added.  If  the  star  is  south  of  the 
equator,  the  essential  sign  of  the  correction  is  negative. 

Secondly.  We  may  follow  the  star  off  the  meridian  'by  revolving 
the  instrument  in  azimuth,  keeping  the  star  near  the  middle 
vertical  thread.  The  reduction  is  then  the  same  as  that  of 
circummeridian  altitudes  (Vol.  I.  Art.  170),  namely, 

(15  t)' sin  1"  cos  <p  cos  d 
2  Sin;? 

which  is  always  subtractive  from  the  observed  zenith  distance, 
and  therefore  the  correction  to  the  latitude  in  this  case  will  be 

.    (15T)«sin  r  cos  y  cos  d 

X  =  ± : (238) 

4  sm  z 

the  upper  sign  for  a  northern  and  the  lower  for  a  southern  star. 

230.  Selection  of  stars. — The  fundamental  stars  whose  declina^ 
tions  are  determined  with  the  highest' degree  of  precision  are  too 
few  to  afford  suitable  pairs  for  this  method,  and  hence  we  must 
have  recourse  to  the  smaller  stars.  Those  of  the  6th  or  7th 
magnitude  are  the  smallest  that  can  be  easily  observed  with  a 
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portable  instrument.    But,  as  the  declinations  of  these  stars  are 
not  very  precisely  determined,  we  are  obliged  to  employ  a  large 
number  of  pairs  in  order  to  eliminate  their  errors  as  far  as  possi- 
ble by  taking  the  mean  of  all  the  results.     The  British  Associa- 
tion Catalogue  will  generally  furnish  from  fifteen  to  thirty  pairs 
for  any  given  latitude  on  almost  any  night  in  the  year,  but,  as 
the  declinations  of  the  stars  selected  will  often  be  found  to  rest 
upon  a  single  observation,  or  upon  a  single  authority,  these  ought 
to  be  rejected  unless  they  can  be  found  also  in  more   recent 
catalogues.     In  order  to  secure  every  available  pair,  the  catalogue 
should  be  consulted  from  the  earliest  right  ascension  which  the 
daylight  at  the  time  of  the  beginning  of  the  series  of  observa- 
tions permits,  to  the  latest  hour  at  which  it  is  desirable  to  observe. 
It  is  found  expedient  to  prepare  a  table  in  which  all  the  stars 
which  culminate  within  25°  of  the  zenith,  both  north  and  south, 
are  arranged  in  the  order  of  their  right  ascensions.     From  this 
table  suitable  pairs  are  selected  to  satisfy  as  nearly  as  possible  the 
following  conditions :  1st,  The  difference  of  the  zenith  distances 
in  a  pair  should  not  be  more  than  10';  in  order  not  to  have  to 
observe  either  star  near  the  edge  of  the  field,  and  also  in  order 
to  lessen  the  effect  of  an  error  in  the  determination  of  the  value 
of  the  micrometer  screw.     2d,  The  difference  of  the  right  ascen- 
sions of  a  pair  should  not  be  less  than  one  minute,  so  as  to  give 
time  to  read  the  micrometer,  and  to  revolve  the  instrument  to 
be  prepared  for  the  second  star;  and  not  greater  than  about 
twenty  minutes,  to  avoid  changes  in  the  state  of  the  instrument. 
3d,  The  interval  between  pairs  should  afford  time  for  reading 
the  micrometer  and  level,  and  for  setting  the.  instrument  for  the 
next  pair.     4th,  The  greater  zenith  distance  should  be  as  often 
.that  of  the  northern  as  that  of  the  southern  star,  as  an  error  in 
the  value  of  the  micrometer  screw  will  thereby  be  rendered  less 
sensible.     The  effect  of  such  an  error  would  evident!  v  be  wholly 
insensible  in  the  case  of  a  pair  whose  zenith  distances  were 
exactly  equal;  and,  in  general,  for  any  number  of  pairs  the  effect 
of  such  an  error  upon  the  final  result  will  be  the  more  nearly 
insensible  the  more  nearly  we  approach  to  the  condition 

Jz  —  Tr'  =  0  r239) 

231.  Example. — To  illustrate  the  preceding  method,  I  extract 
from  the  records  of  the  U.  S.  Coast  Survey,  by  the  kind  permis- 
sion of  the  Superintendent,  a  portion  of  the  observations  taken 
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at  the  Roslyn  Siatioriy  Yirginia,  in  July,  1862,  and  shall  give  them 
very  nearly  in  the  form  in  which  they  are  recorded  and  reduced 
upon  the  survey.  After  selecting  the  most  suitable  pairs  of  stars 
by  the  process  above  described,  a  list  is  made  out  for  the  use  of 
the  observer  in  preparing  for  each  observation,  as  follows : 

Programme  for  Zenith  Telescope. 
,      IT.  S.  €.  S.  Roslyn  Station,  Va.  Approx.  lat.  =:  87^  14' 


Star. 

Mag. 

AB. 

Deo. 

Zen. 

Dist. 

Setting. 

B.  A  C.  4843 
«       4902 

6 
6 

14*  38- 
14  43 

21* 
87 

+  46°    8' 
29    14 

70 

8 

49' 
0 

S. 

7^55' 

«       4902 

6 

14  43 

37 

29    14 

8 

0 

S. 

«       4965 

5J 

14  57 

66 

46    14 

.8 

0 

N. 

8       0 

"      4991 

6 

15     2 

2 

26    52 

10 

22 

S. 

«       5092 

7 

15  20 

21 

47    36 

10 

21 

N. 

10    21 

"       5092 

7 

16  20 

21 

47    35 

10 

21 

N. 

"       6192 

5 

15  36 

33 

26   46 

10 

28 

S. 

10    24 

&c. 

&c. 

The  following  are  some  of  the  observations  taken  by  Mr.  Dean: 


Date, 

1852. 

Star. 

Micrometer. 

Level 

• 

Mend, 
diet. 

No. 
B.A.C. 

N. 
S. 

Reading. 

Diff.  Z.  Dist. 

N. 

S. 

N      S. 

July  9 

4843 
4902 

S. 

Her. 

29.590 
12.340 

BeT. 

+  17.250 

32.4 
34.0 

35.0 
35.3 

3.9 

• 

"     9 

4902 
4965 

s. 

12.840 
13,990 

+    1.650 

34.0 
33.8 

85.3 
37.0 

—  4.5 

"     9 

4991 
5092 

s. 

N. 

28.810 
25.525 

+    1.715 

31.2 
39.2 

39.6 
33.0 

—  2.1 

^     9 

5092 
5192 
5911 
5922 

N. 
S. 

25.525 
14.800 

+  10.725 

89.2 

32.8 

38.0 
41.0 

—  2.0 

**  19 

S. 

14.805 
26.675 

—  11.870 

48.5 
43.0 

48.6 
49.0 

—  1.1 

lo-.g 

^i  20 

6453 

6530 

s. 

8.225 
5.360 

—    2.865 

44.4 
50.2 

49.4 
48.5 

+  1.7 

20.6 
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The  stars  5911  and  6453  were  observed  out  of  the  meridian  at 
the  hour  angles  10*.9  and  20*.5,  respectively,  the  instrument 
remaining  in  the  meridian. 

The  next  step  is  to  deduce  the  apparent  declinations  for  the 
dates  of  the  observations  from  the  catalogues,  using  for  this  pur- 
pose not  only  the  B.  A.  C,  but  also  any  later  catalogues  in  which 
the  stars  can  be  found. 

The  value  of  a  revolution  of  the  micrometer  was  R  =  41".40, 
and  that  of  one  division  of  the  level  was  D  =  1".65.  The  com- 
putation of  the  latitude  is  then  as  follows : 


star. 

4818 
4902 

4902 
4965 

Sandr 

♦(a  +  O 

Correctioufl. 

Letttuda 

Microm. 

Level. 

Refr. 

Merid. 

4-45" 
-f.29 

'   2'56".66 
14     1  .85 

87« 

8'  29".21 

+5'57".08 

— 1".61 

-1-0".  10 

870  14^  24- 7g: 

1 

29 
45 

14     1  .85 
13  48  .64 

37 

18  52  .75 

+0  84  .15 

-1  .86 

-hO  .01 

25  .05; 

1 

4991 
5092 

26 
47 

52  24  .78 
86  16  .37 

37 

18  50  .55 

-1-0  86  .50 

-0  .87 

-hO.Ol 

25  .19 

5U92 
5192 

47 
26 

35  16  .87 
46  18  .52 

87 

10  44  .95 

-f  8  42  .01 

— 0  .88 

-1-0.06 

26  .19; 

5911 
5922 

48 
26 

28  22  .47 
18  41  .86 

87 

18  81  .92 

~4    5.71 

0.45 

0.07 

-f0.02 

25  .71 

6458 
6580 

22 
52 

27  47  .81 
8     0  .81 

87 

15  28  .81 

0  59  .81 

-f-0.70 

0.02 

-1-0.04 

25  .22 

i 

^ 

[eftn  = 

87   14  25  .36 

232.  Discussion  of  the  results, — ^In  combining  the  results  ob- 
tained by  this  method,  we  should  have  regard  to  their  respective 
weights.  The  weight  of  any  result  from  a  pair  is  a  function  of 
the  probable  error  of  the  declinations  of  the  stars  and  of  the 
probable  error  of  observation. 

The  probable  error  of  an  observation  of  a  single  pair,  which 
may  be  denoted  by  e,  is  found  by  comparing  all  the  observations 
on  the  same  pair  with  their  mean,  where  a  sufficient  number  of 
observations  have  been  taken.  Assuming  that  the  probable 
error  of  observation  is  the  same  for  every  pair  of  stars,  we  can 
find  its  mean  value  from  all  the  pairs,  as  follows.  If  v^  denotes 
the  residuals  obtained  by  comparing  the  mean  of  the  results  by 
the  first  pair  with  rij  individual  results  from  that  pair,  t\  the 
residuals  obtained  in  like  manner  from  a  second  pair  on  which 
there  are  w,  observations,  and  so  on,  to  m  pairs,  we  have,  accord- 
ing to  the  theory  of  least  squares, 
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where  [t?it?J  &c.  denote  the  sums  of  the  squares  of  the  values 
of  r„  &c.,  and  q  is  the  factor  for  reducing  mean  errors  to  pro- 
bable errors.  (See  Appendix,  Art*  16.)  The  sum  of  these  equa- 
tions gives 

(n  —  rn)ee:=^  [  w] 

where  n  denotes  the  whole  number  of  individual  results,  or  n 

=  Wj  +  n,  + +  ^i»>  ^^d  [I'l?]  the  sum  of  the  squares  of  all 

the  residuals,  or  [w]  =  [y{V^  +  [r,?;J  + +  [pj)^.     Hence 

w^e  have 


q  =  0.6745 


(240) 


Example. — The  individual  results  of  the  whole  series  of  ob- 
servations at  Roslyn  in  July,  1852,  from  which  the  above  are 
extracted,  were  as  stated  in  the  following  table,  in  which  only 
the  seconds  of  latitude  are  given. 

To  find  the  error  of  obeervaiian. 


No.  of 
pair. 

Lat. 

MeMii 

V 

W 

1 

24".78 

• 

2 

26  .05 

'{ 

25  .19 

24  .47 

24".88 

.36 
.86 

.1296 
.1296 

i 

26  .19 

25  .94 

26  .47 

26  .20 

.01 
.26 
.27 

.0001 
.0676 
.0729 

i 

25  .52 

26  .08 
26  .14 

25  .91 

.89 
.17 
.23 

.1521 
.0289 
.0529 

•{ 

22  .95 
22  .50 

22  .78 

.22 
.23 

.0484 
.0529 
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To  find  the  error  of  o^Mrvo/ion.— Continued. 


No.  of 
pair. 


H 


8 


9-^ 


10 


11 


1 


12 


13 


"■ 


15 


I 


26".26 

25  .42 

25  .96 

26  .01 
25  .98 
25  .96 

25  .47 
24  .97 
24  .95 

26  .30 

24  .99 
26  .38 

25  .17 

25  .64 

26  .00 
26  .45 
26  .17 

25  .92 

25  .46 

25  .70 

26  .09 

25  .15 
24  .24 
24  .43 
24  .29 

26  .18 

24  .17 

25  .10 

25  .73 

25  .78 

24  .12 

25  .23 

24  .86 

24  .55 

25  .16 

24  .80 

25  .91 
25  .00 
25  .18 
25  .35 


Means.  ^ 


25".98 


25  .18 


25  .89 


25  .79 


24  .53 


25  .15 


25  .22 


24  .84 


25  .36 


V 

W 

M 

.1089 

.51 

.2601 

.03 

.0009 

.08 

.0064 

.05 

.0025 

.08 

.0009 

.29 

.0841 

.21 

.0441 

.23 

.0529 

.12 

,0144 

.19 

.0361 

.20 

.0400 

.72 

.5184 

.25 

.0625 

.11 

.0121 

.56 

.8186 

.28 

.0784 

.18 

.0169 

.33 

.1089 

.09 

.0081 

.80 

.0900 

.62 

.8844 

.29 

.0841 

.10 

.0100 

.24 

.0576 

1.03 

1.0609 

.98 

.9604 

.05 

.0025 

.51 

.2601 

.56 

.8186 

1.10 

1.2100 

.01 

.0001 

.02 

.0004 

.29 

.0841 

.82 

.1024 

.04 

.0016 

.65 

.8025 

.86 

.1296 

.18 

.0324 

.01 

.0001 
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To  find  the  error  of  obeervation, — Concluded. 


17 


18 


19 


20 


21 


n 

m 

n  —  m 


25".94 

26  .74 

26  .23 

25  .18 

26  .82 
26  .01 
24  .99 

24  .86 

26  .37 

25  .94 

25  .84 

26  .16 

25  .97 

25  .92 

25  .60 

25  .37 

26  .02 
25  .67 
25  .89 

25  .20 

26  .32 
25  .49 
25  .97 

73 
19 
54 


26".02 


25  .42 


26  .08 


25  .72 


25  .70 


25  .93 


V 

m 

.08 

.0064 

.72 

.5184 

.21 

.0441 

.84 

.7056 

.40 

.1600 

.69 

.3481 

.48 

.1849 

.66 

.3136 

.29 

.0841 

.14 

.0196 

.24 

.0576 

.08 

.0064 

.26 

.0626 

.20 

.0400 

.12 

.0144 

.36 

.1226 

.82 

.1024 

.03 

.0009 

.19 

.0361 

.60 

.2600 

.39 

.1521 

.44 

.1936 

.04 

.0016 

[w]  =  11.0169 


Hence,  e  =  0.6745  -\/^^|^  =  O'^.SO 

This  Bmall  probable  error  is  a  proof  both  of  the  great  supe- 
riority of  this  method  over  all  previously  known  methods  of 
finding  the  latitude,  and  of  the  skill  of  the  observer.  Possibly 
an  unusually  favorable  state  of  the  atmosphere  may  have  con- 
spired to  give  this  series  an  unusual  degree  of  precision,  as  the 
average  experience  of  the  observers  of  the  Coast  Survey  gives 
the  value  of  e  somewhat  greater.  Not  to  assume  too  high  a 
degree  of  precision  for  the  observations,  the  adopted  value  upon 

the  Survey  is 

e  =  0".50 

Vol.  II.— 23 
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and  even  this  value  justifies  us  in  asserting  that  the  results  by 
this  method  compare  favorably  with  those  obtained  by  first  class 
fixed  instruments  of  the  observatory,  where  the  measures  depend 
upon  graduated  circles. 

But  the  precision  of  the  results  is  impaired  by  the  defective 
state  of  the  catalogues  of  the  smaller  stars,  and  the  necessity  for 
using  such  stars  in  order  to  find  suitable  pairs  is  the  only  ^^weak 
point  of  the  method."  The  facility  of  multiplying  the  number 
of  pairs,  on  account  of  the  extreme  simplicity  of  the  observations, 
in  a  great  degree  compensates  for  this  defect. 

If  now  we  denote  the  probable  error  of  an  observed  zenith 
distance  by  e.,  we  have  the  probable  error  of  the  observed  diflFer- 

enee  z  —  y  =  |/2€,*,  and  the  above  value  of  e  is  the  probable 
error  of  J  (^  —  z').     Hence  we  have  the  relation 

and,  taking  e  =  0".60, 

which  represents  the  combined  effect  of  the  error  in  bisecting 
the  star,  the  culmination  error,  or  error  peculiar  to  a  culmina- 
tion arising  from  an  anomalous  variation  in  the  refraction  and 
affecting  differently  the  two  stars  of  a  pair,  the  errors  in  the 
values  of  the  micrometer  and  level  divisions,  and  errors  arising 
from  changes  in  the  instrument  (resulting  chiefly  from  changes 
of  temperature)  between  the  two  observations  of  a  pair.  Of 
these,  the  most  important  is  the  error  in  bisecting  the  star, 
which  is  strictly  the  error  of  observation. 

233.  Having  found  the  probable  error  of  observation,  we  can 
determine  that  of  the  declinations  employed.  For  if  e  is  the 
probable  error  of  observation  of  the  mean  value  of  ip  deduced 
from  all  the  observations  of  a  pair,  E^  the  probable  error  of  the 
mean  of  two  declinations,  E^  the  probable  error  of  the  latitude, 
composed  of  the  errors  of  observation  and  declination,  we  have 

whence 

^,*=^^«— c*  (241) 

The  mean  value  of  E^  for  the  stars  employed  (or  for  a  given 
catalogue  when  all  the  declinations  are  taken  from  the  same 
catalogue)  will  be  obtained  from  this  equation  by  employing  in 
the  second  member  mean  values  of  E^  and  «*.     A  mean  value 
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of  E^  will  be  obtained  from  the  several  means  obtained  from 
the  several  pairs  (without  here  attempting  to  assign  different 
weights  to  the  observations)  by  the  usual  method  from  the 
residuals.  The  value  of  e  may  be  obtained  for  each  pair  from 
the  single  observations,  when  they  are  sufficiently  numerous ; 
but,  as  we  wish  in  the  present  investigation  to  use  all  the  obser- 
vations even  where  a  pair  has  been  observed  but  once,  it  will  be 
expedient  to  compute  e  by  the  formula 

n 

in  which  e  is  the  probable  error  of  a  single  observation  of  a  pair 
already  found,  and  n  is  the  number  of  observations  of  that  pair. 
Then  the  mean  of  all  these  values  of  ^  is  to  be  used  in  (241), 
and  this  mean  is,  for  m  pairs, 


m  —  1  [^n  J 


(242) 


From  the  observations  at  Roslyn  above  given,  we  form  the 
following  table : 

*  To  find  theprohabU  error  of  declination. 


No.  of 

• 

Lat. 

V  1 

t>« 

No.  of 

1 

pair. 

1 

obs.  ==  n 

\ 

1 

24".78 

.67 

.3249 

1 

1. 

2 

25  .05 

.30 

.0900 

1 

1. 

3 

24  .83 

.52 

.2704 

2 

0.600 

4 

26  .20 

.85 

.7225 

3 

0.833 

5 

25  .91 

.56 

.3136 

3 

0.388  ' 

6 

22  .73 

2.62 

6.8644 

2 

0.600 

7 

25  .93 

.58 

.3364 

6 

0.167 

8 

25  .18 

.17 

.0289 

6 

0.167 

9 

26  .89 

.54 

.2916 

5 

0.200 

10 

25  .79 

.44 

.1936 

4 

0.250 

11 

24  .53 

.82 

.6724 

4 

0.250 

12 

25  .15 

.20 

.0400 

3 

0.833 

18 

25  .22 

.13 

.0169 

4 

0.250 

14 

24  .84 

.51 

.2601 

4 

0.260 

15 

25  .36 

.01 

.0001 

4 

0.260 

16 

28  .02 

.67 

.4489 

4 

0.250 

17 

25  .42 

.07 

.0049 

4 

0.250 

18 

26  .08 

.73 

.5329 

4 

0.250 

19 

25  .72 

.37 

.1369 

4 

0.260 

20 

25  .70 

.35 

.1225 

4 

0.260 

21 

25  .93 

.58 

.3364 

3 

0.333 

Mean  =  25  .35  [ut?]  =12.0088 


a = ' 
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^,.  =  0.455  X  ^^^^  =  0.273        .•  =  (OiO)^_7^  _ 

20  20 


^,»  =  0.240 


U,  =  0".49 


The  result  is  the  probable  error  of  the  quantity  ^{3  +  5').     That 
of  a  single  declination  is,  therefore,  0".49  X  v  -  =  0".69. 

If  all  the  declinations  had  been  taken  from  the  same  authority, 
the  probable  error  thus  found  would  have  determined  the  weight 
of  that  authority,  and  could  afterwards  be  used  in  assigning 
weights  to  different  observations.  For  this  purpose,  the  proba- 
ble errors  of  the  different  authorities  have  been  determined  from 
tha  numerous  observations  of  the  Coast  Survey  by  discussions 
essentially  the  same  as  the  above  (of  course,  confining  each  dis- 
cussion to  stars  taken  from  the  same  source),  with  the  following 
results:  e,  denoting  the  probable  error  of  a  single  declinatiou. 


Authority. 


Groombridge  alone 

B.A.C.  on   authority   of  Bradley,   Piazzi,  and 

Taylor ' 

The  same  with  additional  modern  authority 

Twelve  Year  (Gr.)  Catalogue,  with  less  than  six 

observations 

Nautical  Almanac,  or  Twelve  Year  Catalogue, 

with  six  or  more  observations 


1".5 

1  .0 

0  .85 

0  .6 
0  .5 


2.25 

1.00 
0.72 

0.36 

0.25 


234.  Combmation  of  the  observations  by  weights. — ^Let  e^  and  sr 
denote  the  probable  errors  of  the  declinations  of  the  stars  of  a 
pair  on  which  there  are  n  observations ;  then  the  probable  error 

of  i{8  +  8')iQ 

and  that  of  the  latitude  is 


-^♦  =  V^''  +  T 


The  weight  p  of  an  observation  is  reciprocally  proportional  to 
JE^ ;  or,  since  the  scale  of  weights  is  arbitrary,  we  may  take 


P  = 


4^,« 


*,'  +  '*'•  + 


4e< 


ft 


(243) 
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I  Adopting  the  Coast  Survey  value  e  =  0".50,  we  have,  therefore, 


P  = 


**'+^.''+- 


(244) 


By  this  formula,  the  weight  unity  would  he  assigned  to  a  value 
of  the  latitude  found  hy  a  single  observation  of  a  pair  of  stars  when 
the  declinations  were  perfectly  exact,  or  to  a  value  found  hy 
iico  observations  on  a  pair  of  Nautical  Almanac  stars. 

The  stars  observed  at  Eoslyu  wore  really  taken  from  various 
authorities,  although,  for  the  sake  of  illustration,  we  have  dis- 
cussed the  probable  error  of  their  declinations  as  we  should  have 
done  if  but  a  single  authority  had  been  used.  Let  us  now  find 
the  final  value  of  the  latitude  from  all  the  observations,  having 
regard  to  their  weights  as  determined  by  this  formula.  In  the 
following  table  the  values  of  e/  are  given  according  to  the 
authorities  from  which  their  declinations  are  taken,  as  stated 
in  the  table  at  the  end  of  the  preceding  article. 


No.  of 

m 

A 

V   r— 

pair. 

ee* 

ee^ 

n 

P 

^ 

P<> 

^-^^ 

pw 

1 

1.00 

0.25 

1 

0.44 

24".  78 

10".90 

0".70 

0.26 

2 

0.25 

0.25 

1 

0.07 

25  .05 

16  .78 

0  .49 

0.16 

3 

0.86 

0.86 

2 

0.82 

24  .83 

20  .36 

0  .71 

0.41 

4 

0.8G 

1.00 

3 

0.59 

26  .20 

15  .46 

0  .66 

0.26 

5 

1.00 

1.00 

3 

0.43 

25  .91 

11  .14 

0  .37 

0.06 

[«]♦ 

1.00 

1.00 

2 

[22  .73] 

7 

1.00 

0.25 

6 

0.70 

25  .93 

18  .15 

0  .39 

0.11 

8 

0.36 

1.00 

6 

0.66 

25  .18 

16  .87 

0  .86 

0.09 

9 

0.36 

0.36 

5 

1.09 

25  .89 

28  .22 

0  .35 

0.13 

10 

0.26 

0.25 

1.33 

25  .79 

34  .30 

0  .25 

0.08 

11 

1.00 

2.25 

* 

0.29 

24  .58  . 

7  .11 

1  .01 

0.30 

12 

0.86 

1.00 

0.59 

25  .15 

14  .84 

0  .39 

0.09 

13 

1.00 

0.25 

0.67 

25  .22 

16  .90 

0  .32 

0.07 

14 

1.00 

0.25 

0.67 

24  .84 

16  .64 

0  .70 

0.88 

15 

1.00 

0.25 

0.67 

25  .36 

10  .99 

0  .18 

0.02 

16 

1.00 

0.36 

0.62 

26  .02 

16  .13 

0  .48 

0.14 

17 

1.00 

1.00 

0.44 

25  .42 

11  .18 

0  .12 

0.01 

18 

1.00 

1.00 

0.44 

26  .08 

11  .48 

0  .64 

0.18 

19 

1.00 

0.25 

0.67 

26  .72 

17  .23 

0  .18 

0.02 

20 
21 

0.25 

0.25 

1.33 

25  .70 

84  .18 

0  .16 

0.08 

0.26 

0.25 

3 

1.20 

25  .93 

81  .12 

0  .39 

0.18 

iMs20 


[/>]  =  14.81  Lp^]  =  305  .47       [>w]  =  2.86 


9. 


=  IM==  25".54 


Ipw] 


E.  =  0.6745 -v/ — ^=^— —  =  0".07 


«  The  result  by  tbe  6th  pair  of  stars  is  rejected  by  Peirce*^  Criterion  (see  .A-ppendiz). 
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Hence,  the  final  result  from  these  observations  is 
Lat  of  Eoslyn  =  37^  14'  25".54  ±  0".07 

235.  To  determine  the  value  of  a  division  of  the  level. — ^It  will 
generally  be  most  convenient  to  find  the  value  of  the  divisions 
of  the  level  by  the  aid  of  the  micrometer.  It  would  seem, 
therefore,  most  natural  to  begin  by  determining  the  value  of  the 
micrometer  screw;  but  it  will  be  seen  in  the  next  article  that  in 
the  investigation  of  the  screw  we  must  know  the  value  of  a 
division  of  the  level  in  parts  of  a  revolution  of  the  screw.  This 
value,  then,  we  are  here  to  find,  and  afterwards,  when  the  micro- 
meter value  has  been  determined,  we  can  convert  it  into  arc. 

Let  the  telescope  be  directed  towards  a  well-defined  terrestrial 
mark,  or,  which  is  better,  to  the  cross-thread  of  a  coUimating 
telescope.  Let  the  level  be  set  to  an  extreme  reading  L.  Bisect 
the  mark  by  the  micrometer,  and  let  the  reading  be  M.  Now 
move  the  telescope  and  level  together  [by  the  tangent  screw  JP, 
Plate  Xin.]  until  the  bubble  gives  a  reading  i'  near  the  other 
extreme.  Bisect  the  mark  again  by  the  micrometer,  and  let  the 
reading  be  M\  Then  the  value  d  of  a.  division  of  the  level  in 
terms  of  the  micrometer  will  be 

d  =  ^^Z^  (245) 

and  if  R  is  the  value  (in  seconds  of  arc)  of  a  revolution  of  the 
micrometer,  we  shall  afterwards  find  the  value  Z)  of  a  division 
of  the  level  in  seconds  of  arc,  by  the  formula 

D  =  Rd  (246) 

Instead  of  a  terrestrial  mark  we  may  use  a  circumpolar  star 
at  its  culmination ;  for  we  can  apply  to  each  observation  the  re- 
duction to  the  meridian  (287),  so  that  each  will  be  referred  to 
the  fixed  point  in  which  the  star  culminates.  In  this  method, 
however,  we  are  exposed  to  errors  arising  from  transient  irregu- 
larities in  the  refraction,  and  also  to  any  error  arising  from  in- 
clination of  the  micromete.r  thread.  The  latter  error,  however, 
may  be  avoided  by  revolving  the  instrument  in  azimuth,  so  as 
to  observe  the  star  always  in  the  middle  of  the  field,  and  then 
we  should  use  the  reduction  to  the  meridian  for  circummeridian 
altitudes  (288). 
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Example. — ^The  following  are  some  of  the  observationB  for 
determining  the  value  of  a  division  of  the  level  of  a  zenith  tele- 
scope,  taken  by  Mr.  G.  W.  Dean,  of  the  XJ.  S.  Coast  Survey,  at 
the  Roslyn  Station,  Virginia,  June  30,  1852,  the  telescope  being 
directed  upon  a  fixed  terrestrial  point. 


Twop. 

No.  of 
oba. 

B««diags 

of 

Differwiee. 

d 

« 

1^ 

Hior. 

Levd. 

Micr. 

LoToL 

N. 

8. 

90O 

1 

dlT. 

1941 
2106 

diT. 

54.0 
11.2 

dlT. 

11.4 
53.9 

165 

42.65 

8.869 

0.176 

.0810 

2 

2111 
2296 

56.1 
10.5 

8.2 
54.0 

186 

46.70 

4.048 

.008 

.0000 

8 

2305 
2506 

55.5 
5.2 

8.8 
59.0 

201 

50.25 

4.000 

.045 

.0020 

4 

2517 
2704 

65.0 

8.8 

9.1 
56.2 

187 

46.16 

4.052 

.007 

.0000 

5 

2709 
2915 

59.0 
9.0 

4.8 
54.7 

206 

49.95 

4.124 

.079 

.0062 

6 

2919 
3115 

56.0 
9.2 

7.8 
54.4 

196 

46.70 

4.197 

.152 

.0281 

7 

1176 
1890 

68.2 
5.5 

5.8 
58.5 

214 

62.70 

4.061 

.016 

.0008 

8 

1396 
1617 

59.6 
4.5 

5.0 
60.1 

221 

55.10 

4.011 

.084 

.0012 

Mean  d  =  4.045    Sum  =  .0638 

The  column  of  v  gives  the  difference  between  each  observed 
value  of  d  and  the  mean.  From  the  sum  of  the  squares  of  v  we 
find  the  probable  error  of  the  mean  to  be 

=  0.6745  ^1^  =  0.028 

The  value  of  d  is  here  expressed  in  divisions  of  the  micrometer 
thread  which  represent  hundredths  of  a  revolution.  Hence  we 
have,  in  parts  of  a  revolution  R  of  the  micrometer,  the  value  of 
a  division  of  the  level, 

D  =  0.04045  R  ±  0.00028  J8 
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From  twenty-one  observations  of  the  same  kind,  the  value  found 
was 

D  =  0.03985  R  dt  0.00018  R 

236.  To  find  the  value  of  a  revolution  of  the  micrometer. — The  most 
convenient  method  with  this  instrument,  as  it  avoids  displacing 
the  micrometer,  is  by  transits  of  a  circumpolar  star  near  its 
eastern  or  western  elongation  (Art.  45).  We  first  find  the  hour 
angle  and  zenith  distance  of  the  star  at  the  elongation  by  the 
formulfie 

cos  t^  =  cot  d  tan  ^  cos  z^  =  cosec  d  sin  ^ 

and  then,  a  being  the  star's  right  ascension,  a  T  the  correction 
of  the  chronometer,  we  find  the  chronometer  time  of  the  elonga- 
tion by 

•  ®  L—  eastern      «      J 

Set  the  telescope  for  the  zenith  distance  z^  direct  it  upon  the 
star  some  20"*  or  SO**  before  the  time  of  elongation,  bringing  the 
star  near  the  middle  vertical  thread,  and  clamp  the  instrument- 
Set  the  micrometer  thread  at  any  reading  a  little  in  advance  of 
the  star,  and  note  the  transit  by  the  chronometer.  Then  advance 
the  thread  to  a  new  reading,  and  again  observe  the  transit^  and 
so  on  until  the  star  has  been  observed  through  the  whole  field 
or  through  the  whole  range  of  the  micrometer  screw.  The 
repeated  manipulation  of  the  screw  may  slightly  disturb  the 
direction  of  the  telescope,  but  the  only  change  which  can  aflfect 
the  determination  of  R  will  be  shown  by  the  level,  which,  there- 
fore, must  also  be  frequently  observed  during  the  transits.  Of 
course,  the  relation  of  the  level  to  the  telescope  must  not  be 
changed  during  the  observations.  Now,  ^„  denoting  as  above 
the  zenith  distance  of  the  star  at  the  time  7^,  and  M^  the  corre- 
sponding reading  of  the  micrometer  when  the  level  reading  is 
zero,  z  the  zenith  distance  at  the  time  T  of  an  observed  transit 
when  the  micrometer  reading  is  iff  and  the  level  reading  is  i, 
we  have  (neglecting  for  the  present  the  refraction) 

z  =  z^  +  (M^-^M)R  —  LD 

'or,  since  we  as  yet  know  the  value  of  a  level  division  only  in 

parts  of  -R, 

z=:z^  +  (M^—  M)R^  LRd 
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In  like  manner,  for  another  observation, 


whence 


B  =    (^  —  ^o)  —  (^  —  ^0^  /247^ 


The  quantity  z  —  Zq  may  be  computed  (as  we  have  shown  in 
Art,  45)  by  the  formula 

Bin  (z  —  2r„)  =  ±  sin  (T  —  T^)  cos S 
-where  the  lower  sign  is  to  be  used  for  the  eastern  elongation ;  or 

^-r,=  ±sm(T-!r,)^  '         (248) 

The  value  of  -R  thus  found  is  corrected  for  refraction  by  sub- 
tracting from  it  the  quantity  -R^r,  in  which  Ar  =  the  change  of 
refraction  at  the  zenith  distance  Zq  for  V  of  zenith  distance,  and 
a  is  expressed  in  minutes.* 

Example. — Observations  of  Polaris  at  its  eastern  elongation 
were  taken  June  30,  1852,  at  the  Roslyn  Station  (Va.)  of  the 
XT.  S.  Coast  Survey,  to  determine  the  value  of  the  micrometer  of 
the  same  zenith  telescope  as  was  used  in  the  example  of  the 
preceding  articles. 

To  prepare  for  the  observation,  we  have 

f  =  37^  14'  25" 

^  =  88°  30' 56"  a=    1»    5"»36'.8 

Hence,  z^  =  52<>  44'  42"  t  =    5   55    29.1 

Sid.  time  of  elongation  =  19   10      7 .7 
Chronometer  fast,  24    46.8 

T^  =  19  34    54 .5 
The  micrometer  thread  was  set  at  every  half  revolution,  and 

**  The  values  of  both  R  and  D  might  be  found  at  the  same  time  from  these  obser- 
TJbtions.  For  by  yarying  the  level  reading  at  the  different  observations  (by  means 
of  the  tangent  screw  /*),  we  shall  have  from  the  observations,  taken  suitably  in  pairs, 
equations  of  condition  of  the  form 

from  which  both  R  and  2>  may  be  found.     In  this  method  z  —  /  must  be  the  appa- 
rent difference  of  senith  distance  affected  by  the  diflferential  refraction. 
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59  transits  were  observed.    I  extract  only  those  taken  on  the 
even  whole  revolutions,  to  illustrate  the  method. 


Level. 

Temp. 

No.  of 
obs. 

Micr. 
M 

L 

T 

r— 7i 

»— «0 

R. 

N. 

div. 

S. 

div. 

diT. 

770 

1 

6 

42.2 

44.8 

—  1.30 

19*11"»39'.0 

—  23- 15-.5 

+  541".33 

2 

8 

« 

u 

H 

15  14.2 

19  40.3 

458  .10 

3 

10 

u 

a 

i( 

18  46.8 

16  7.7 

375  .73 

4 

12 

(t 

n 

a 

22  23  .4 

12  31.1 

291  .71 

5 

14 

42.5 

44.2 

—  0.85 

25  58 .8 

8  55.7 

208  .12 

6 

16 

« 

u 

ii 

29  29.4 

5  25.1 

126  .30 

7  • 

18 

(( 

u 

H 

33  4.4 

—  1  50.1 

+  42  .77 

8 

20 

42.6 

44.2 

—  0.80 

36  36.4 

+  1  41.9 

—  39  .61 

9 

22 

a 

a 

« 

40  11.6 

5  17.1 

123  .20 

10 

24 

42.7 

44.2 

—  0.75 

43  43  .3 

8  48.8 

205  .43 

11 

26 

{( 

<( 

(t 

47  15.0 

12  20.5 

287  .62 

12 

28 

41.9 

45.1 

—  1.60 

50  46 .7 

15  52.2 

369  .72 

13 

30 

« 

u 

(< 

54  19.3 

19  24.8 

452  .08 

76 

14 

32 

It 

u 

« 

57  52.8 

22  58.3 

534  .70 

We  compare  the  Ist  observation  with  the  8th,  the  2d  with  the 
9th,  &c.,  and  in  each  case  we  have  M^  —  J!f  =  14  Rev.,  or,  taking 
d  =  0.04,  as  found  on  p.  359,  we  have  for  the  Ist  and  8th  ob- 
servation (i'  —  i)  d  =  +  0.020  revolutions  of  the  micrometer ;  and 
hence,  denoting  the  divisor  in  (247)  by  a,  we  obtain 

a  =  Jf'  —  Af  +  (!/'  —  i)(f  =  14.020 

Proceeding  thus  for  each  pair  of  transits,  we  have — 


Obt. 

a 

z      2' 

R 

V 

»• 

land  8 

14.020 

580".94 

41".486 

+  0''.042 

0.0018 

2  «  9 

14.020 

581  .30 

.462 

+  0  .068 

.0046 

8  «  10 

14.022 

581  .16 

.446 

+  0  .052 

.0027 

4  «  11 

14.022 

579  .33 

.316 

—  0  .078 

.0060 

5  "  12 

13.970 

577  .84 

.363 

—  0  .031 

.0010 

6  "  13 

13.970 

578  .38 

.402 

+  0  .008 

.0001 

7  "  14 

13.970 

577  .47 
Mean  = 

.336 

—  0  .058 
Sum  — 

.0034 

41  .394 

.0196 

Pi 

• 
rob.  error  = 

2  /.0196 
"8  \6x7 

—  0".014 
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The  change  of  refraction  for  1'  of  zenith  distance  is,  for  z^  = 
52°  45',  Ar  =  0".046,  and  hence  the  correctiofii  of  the  above  mean 

is  —  0".046  X  -^  =  —  0".082.     These  observations,  therefore, 

give  us  the  result 

B  =  4r'.362  It  0".014 

The  final  value,  as  found  from  all  the  observations  on  several 
nights,  was 

R  =  41".400  ±  0".011 

and  from  this  we  find  the  value  of  a  division  of  the  level  of  this 

instrument  to  be 

D  =  r'.65  ±  0".005 

which  are  the  values  employed  above  in  reducing  the  observations 
for  latitude  at  Roslyn. 

237.  A  more  thorough  method  of  treating  the  preceding  obser- 
vations is  the  following.     We  have  for  each  observed  transit 

z-^z^  =  (M^^]lf)E^LBd 

where  M^  is  the  unknown  reading  corresponding  to  ^^.  Let  us 
assume  an  approximate  value  for  M^y  denoting  it  by  Jifp  and  put 
Mq  =  J!fi  +  X.  Also  let  J?,  be  an  assumed  approximate  value  of 
a,  and  put  J5  =  i^i  +  y.     Then 

z  -  z,=  (iM^^M+x)iB,  +  y)^LB^d 

where,  on  account  of  the  small  values  of  i,  we  can  use  JS,  instead 
of  JR  in  the  last  term.  Then,  neglecting  the  product  ay  as  insen- 
sible when  JHfj  and  B^  are  properly  assumed,  and  putting 

n  =  -?  —  ^o— (^1  —  -3f )  jBj  +  ZR^d  (249) 

we  have  from  each  observation  the  equation  of  condition 

B,x  +  (M^  —  M)y  =  n  (260) 

and  from  all  these  equations  a:  and  y  can  be  found  by  the  method 
of  least  squares. 

Thus,  in  the  above  example,  if  we  assume  J!fi=  19.0, 5i=41''.4, 
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which  are  easily  seen  from  the  observations  to  be  near  approxi- 
mations,  we  have  the  following  equations : 

41.4  a:  +  13  y  =  +  0".98  41.4  a;  —      y  =  +  0".47 

41.4x  +  lly  =  +  0  .65  41.4a:  —    8y  =  —  0  .32 

41.4x  +    9y  =  +  0  .98  41.4x  —    5y  =  +  0  .33 

41.4a;  +    7y  =  — 0.24  41.4x—    7y  =  +  0.94 

41.4a;  +    5y  =  —  0  .29  41.4  x  —    9y  =  +  0.23 

41.4a;  +    3y  =  +  0  .69  41.4a;  —  11  y  =  +  0  .67 

41.4a;  +      y  =  —  0  .04  41.4a;  —  13y  =  +  0  .85 

from  which  we  form  the  normal  equations 

23995.44  x  =  +  240.12 

910y  =  —      1.72 
whence 

x  =  +  0.01  y  =  —  0.002 

M^=     19.01  R=     41.398 

If  we  substitute  the  values  of  x  and  y  in  the  equations  of 
condition,  we  shall  find  the  sum  of  the  squares  of  the  residuals 
to  be  =  2,956,  and  hence  the  mean  error  of  a  single  observation  is 


=  x/ 


^•^^^  =0".496 


14—2 


and  consequently  the  probable  error  of  y,  the  weight  of  which 
is  its  coefficient  (=  910)  in  the  final  equation,  will  be 

=?.2::i?_«=o".oii 

3  1/910 

Applying  to  the  above  value  of  R  the  correction  for  refraction 
as  before,  we  have  the  final  result  by  this  method, 

R  =  41".366  ±  0."011 

The  smaller  probable  error  here  found  shows  that  the  observa- 
tions are  better  satisfied  by  the  value  of  li  found  by  the  method 
of  least  squares. 

EXTRA-MBRIDIAX  OBSERVATIONS   FOR  LATITUDE  WITH   THE  ZENITH 

TELESCOPE. 

238.  It  has  been  seen  above  that,  although  the  probable  error 
of  observation  with  the  zenith  telescope  is  very  small,  the  greater 
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probable  error  of  the  declinations  employed,  when  the  observa- 
tions are  restricted  to  the  meridian,  renders  it  necessaiy  to  greatly 
multiply  the  number  of  pairs  of  stars  observed.  But  if  we  are 
willing  to  observe  one  of  the  stare  at  some  distance  from  the 
meridian,  we  can  generally  find  a  pair  of  fundamental  stars,  or 
stars  from  the  most  reliable  catalogues,  which  can  be  observed 
at  the  same  zenith  distance  within  a  sufficiently  brief  interval  of 
time  to  exclude  the  probability  of  sensible  changes  in  the  state 
of  the  instrument ;  and  by  moderate  attention  to  the  determina- 
tion of  the  time  the  probable  error  of  observation  will  be  very 
little  increased,  while  the  number  of  observations  necessary  to 
attain  to  the  desired  degree  of  precision  will  be  greatly  reduced. 
It  may  not  be  superfluous,  therefore,  to  deduce  here  the  necessary 
formula  for  this  purpose. 

Let  3  and  5'  be  the  declinations  of  two  stars,  the  first  of  which 
is  observed  out  of  the  meridian  at  the  zenith  distance  z  and  hour 
angle  i,  and  the  second  on  the  meridian  at  the  zenith  distance  z'y 
which  is  very  nearly  equal  to  z.     We  have 

cos  z  =  COS  (f  —  d)  —  2co8  f  cos  d  sin' }  t 

The  second  equation  gives 

z  =  ^  —  d'  +  z  — / 
which,  substituted  in  the  first  equation,  gives 

sin  [f>  —  }(^+<5')  — }(/— 2r)]sin}(^— ^'-[-£r— y)  =  co8^cosd8in«}^ 

Patting  then 

cos  0  COB  d  sin* it  /oc-i v 

sm  r  =  - — ;-7^^^ ; r-  (251) 

'       sin  l(^  —  ^+ -2^  —  0 
we  shall  have 

^=  J(^  +  ^')+  H2'—2)+r  (252) 

The  quantity  z'  —  z  will  be  given  by  the  micrometer  and  level, 
precisely  as  in  the  case  of  meridian  observations.  The  value  of 
<p  will  always  be  known  with  suflicient  accuracy  for  the  compu- 
tation of  7*. 

The  effect  of  an  error  in  i  upon  ;•,  and  consequently  upon  ^, 
may  be  computed  by  the  formula 

Ar  =  (15  A^  ^-^ 

sm  it 
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To  prepare  for  the  observation,  put  ^  =  ^j  —  ^',  (or  d'  —  f>,), 
^1  being  an  assumed  approximate  value  of  f ,  and  set  the  instru- 
ment at  the  zenith  distance  ^  for  the  observation  of  both  stars. 
The  hour  angle  at  which  the  star  out  of  the  meridian  is  to  be 
observed  will  be  found  by  the  formula 

\  \  cos  f  cos  d  J 

or  rather 

\  \  cos  ^  COS  d  I 

Then  the  sidereal  time  of  the  observation  of  this  star  may  be 
either  a  +  i  or  a  —  t,  a  being  the  right  ascension ;  and  it  may 
often  be  convenient  to  observe  the  star  at  each  of  these  times. 

It  will  probably  be  most  expedient  to  observe  one  of  the  stars 
in  the  meridian  ;  but,  if  both  are  observed  out  of  the  meridian, 
we  can  find  the  latitude  by  the  method  of  Vol.  I.  Art.  186. 

239.  The  zenith  telescope  may  be  used  with  advantage  in 
measuring  any  small  difference  of  zenith  distance.  Its  application 
in  finding  the  longitude  from  equal  zenith  distances  of  the  moon's 
limb  and  a  neighboring  star  is  given  in  Vol,  I.  Art.  245.  The 
correction  of  the  method  there  given  for  a  small  difierence  of 
the  zenith  distances  of  the  moon  and  star,  as  found  by  the 
micrometer,  is  obvious. 

240.  We  may  determine  both  time  and  latitude  with  the  zenith 
telescope,  by  observing  a  number  of  stars  at  the  same  altitude, 
and  combining  them  by  the  method  of  least  squares.  See  Vol. 
I.  Art.  189. 

ADAPTATION   OF  THE    PORTABLE   TRANSIT    INSTRUMENT   AS    A   ZENITH 

TELESCOPE. 

241.  Prof.  C.  S.  Lyman,  of  Yale  College,  has  shown*  that  the 
transit  instrument  may  be  successfully  used  as  a  substitute  for 
the  zenith  telescope  in  the  application  of  Talooijt's  method  of 
finding  the  latitude  by  meridian  observations.  Indeed,  it  ie 
evident  that,  if  the  level  usually  attached  to  the  finding  circle  is 
made  of  the  same  delicacy  as  that  applied  to  zenith  telescopes,  and 
a  micrometer  is  added  to  the  telescope,  that  method  may  be  carried 
out  precisely  in  the  same  manner  as  with  the  zenith  telescope. 

*  Am.  Journal  of  Science  and  Arts,  Vol.  XXX.  p.  52. 
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The  different  method  of  reversing  the  instrument  hy  lifting  it 
from  its  Vs  instead  of  revolving  directly  about  a  vertical  axis, 
does  not  in  any  way  affect  the  principle,  the  essential  condition 
of  Talcott's  method  being  always  observed,  namely,  that  the 
relation  of  the  level  and  the  telescope  is  to  be  absolutely  the 
same  at  the  observations  of  both  stars  of  the  pair. 


CHAPTER  IX. 

THE  EQUATORIAL  T£L£SCX)PE. 

242.  The  equatorial  telescope  is  mounted  with  two  axes  of 
motion  at  right  angles  to  each  other,  one  of  which  is  parallel  to 
the  axis  of  the  earth.  Of  the  various  modes  which  have  been 
employed  for  mounting  the  instrument  according  to  these  con- 
ditions, that  which  is  now  universally  adopted  is  the  one  con- 
trived by  Fraunhofer  and  known  by  his  name. 

Plate  XIV.*  is  a  representation  of  the  great  Fraunhofer 
equatorial  of  the  Pulkowa  Observatory,  constructed  by  Merz 
and  Mahler.  The  lens  has  a  clear  aperture  of  15  inches,  with 
a  focal  length  of  22.55  feet.  The  pier  P  is  of  stone  (in  smaller 
instruments  a  wooden  stand  is  frequently  used,  resting  on  three 
feet).  The  upper  face  of  the  pier  makes  an  angle  with  the  hori- 
zon equal  to  the  latitude  of  the  place ;  secured  to  this  face  is  a 
metallic  bed,  which  supports  at  two  points  the  pohr  or  hour  axis 
H  of  the  instrument.  This  axis,  being  in  the  plane  of  the 
meridian,  and  making  an  angle  with  the  horizon  equal  to  the 
latitude  of  the  place,  is  parallel  to  the  earth's  axis,  and,  conse- 
sequently,  is  directed  towards  the  poles  of  the  heavens.  Perma- 
nently attached  to  the  hour  axis,  and  at  right  angles  to  it,  is  a 
metallic  tube,  DD,  in  which  the  dedination  axis  revolves.  The 
telescope  is  firmly  attached  to  one  extremity  of  this  declination 
axis,  and  at  right  angles  to  it,  the  point  of  the  tube  at  which  it  is 
attached  being  somewhat  nearer  to  the  eye  end  than  to  the 
object  end. 

*  Reduced  from  the  drawing  in  the  Deacr^fion  de  robservaCoire  central  of  Stbityb. 
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It  is  evident  that  as  the  instrument  revolves  upon  the  hour 
axis  the  declination  axis  remains  in  the  plane  of  the  celestial 
equator,  and,  consequently,  the  telescope,  as  it  revolves  upon 
the  declination  axis,  always  describes  secondaries  to  the  celestial 
equator,  or  declination  circles.  The  declination  of  the  point  of 
the  heavens  towards  which  the  telescope  is  at  any  time  directed 
may,  therefore,  be  indicated  by  the  graduated  ilecUrudion  circle  38, 
which  is  read  by  two  opposite  verniers.  The  hour  angle  of  this 
point  is  at  the  same  time  shown  by  the  graduated  hour  circk  /, 
which  is  also  read  by  two  opposite  verniers. 

The  great  advantage  of  this  mode  of  mounting  the  telescope 
is  that  we  can  follow  a  star  in  its  diurnal  motion  by  revolving 
the  instrument  upon  the  hour  axis  alone,  the  declination  circle 
being  clamped  at  the  reading  corresponding  to  the  star's  declina- 
tion. Further,  the  star's  motion  being  uniform,  we  can  cause 
the  instrument  to  follow  it  automatically  by  means  of  a  clock/, 
which,  by  a  train,  turns  an  endless  screw  acting  upon  the  circum- 
ference of  the  hour  circle.  The  observer  is  thus  left  free  either 
to  make  a  careful  examination  of  the  physical  appearance  of  the 
objects  in  the  field,  or  to  measure  their  relative  positions  with 
the  micrometer  m  of  the  telescope. 

It  is  important  that  all  the  parts  of  the  instrument  be  so  coun- 
terpoised that  the  telescope  will  be  in  equilibrium  in  all  positions, 
and  possess  the  greatest  freedom  of  movement  upon  either  axis. 
This  is  effected  in  the  Fraunhofer  arrangement  in  the  most 
perfect  manner.  The  equilibrium  of  the  telescope  with  respect 
to  the  hour  axis  is  produced  by  the  counterpoises  TT,  W,  X^  and 
F,  of  which  W,  TFare  fixed  cylindrical  masses,  but  Fis  adjust- 
able, so  that  the  equilibrium  may  be  finally  regulated  with  the 
utmost  nicety.  The  weights  X  (of  which  there  are  two,  one  on 
each  side  of  the  declination  axis)  are  attached  to  the  extremities 
of  levers  whose  fulcrums  are  at  x.  The  opposite  extremities  of 
the  levers  seize  upon  a  circular  collar  at  TT,  in  which  there  are 
four  friction  rollers.  The  weights  X  thus  not  only  contribute  to 
the  equilibrium,  but  also  reduce  the  friction  of  the  declination 
axis.  The  centre  of  gravity  of  the  telescope  tube  is  not  in  the 
prolongation  of  the  declination  axis,  but  nearer  to  the  object 
glass;  its  equilibrium  with  respect  to  the  declination  axis  is 
produced  by  counterpoises  a  (one  on  each  side  of  the  tube)  at  the 
end  of  levers  ahc.  Each  of  these  levers  consists  of  two  conical 
tubes  attached  to  a  cube  at  6,  which  moves  upon  two  axes;  and 
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their  extremities  c  seize  upon  a  collar  around  the  tuhe.  The 
extremity  a,  at  which  the  weight  is  placed,  is  free,  and  the  weight 
can  be  adjusted  by  sliding  upon  the  lever.  In  consequence  of 
the  double  axis  of  each  lever  at  6,  the  counterpoises  act  in  all 
positions  of  the  telescope,  and  not  only  balance  the  tube,  but  pre- 
vent in  a  degree  the  flexure  of  the  object  end  which  would  result 
from  its  weight,  increased  as  it  is  by  the  great  weight  of  the 
obj  ect  glass  itself.  The  centre  of  gravity  of  the  telescope  and 
all  its  counterpoises  is  now  in  the  hour  axis  at  a  point  a  little 
above  its  upper  journal ;  the  result  is  a  downward  pressure  upon 
this  journal,  and  an  upward  pressure  upon  the  lower  journal. 
The  weight  to  at  one  extremity  of  a  bent  lever  reduces  the  fric- 
tion upon  the  upper  journal  by  producing  an  opposite  pressure 
at  e  at  right  angles  to  the  axis,  two  friction  rollers  upon  the 
extremity  e  being  thus  pressed  against  the  axis.  The  remaining 
small  upward  pressure  of  the  inferior  extremity  of  the  axis  is 
reduced  by  a  spring  which  presses  two  friction  rollers  against  the 
axis  at  g. 

The  weight  of  the  Pulkowa  telescope  (including  all  the  parts 
which  move,  namely,  the  axes  and  tube  with  its  counterpoises) 
is  very  nearly  7000  pounds ;  and  yet,  with  this  admirable  system 
of  counterpoises,  it  moves  upon  either  axis  with  almost  as  much 
ease  as  a  small  portable  instrument.  Without  this  perfect  equi- 
librium and  reduced  friction,  it  would  have  been  very  diflicult  to 
produce  a  regular  automatic  movement  of  the  instrument  by  the 
driving  clock.  As  this  clock  is  required  to  produce  a  continuous 
regular  movement,  it  is  not  regulated  by  an  oscillating  pendulum, 
but  by  the  friction  of  centrifugal  balls  against  the  interior  of  a 
conical  box  d.  The  rate  of  movement  is  regulated  by  raising  or 
depressing  the  pivot  of  this  conical  pendulum,  which,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  conical  form  of  the  box,  changes  the  degree  of 
friction  of  the  balls  against  its  interior  surface.  The  rate  may 
thus  be  adapted  not  only  to  the  motion  of  a  fixed  star,  but  to  that 
of  the  moon,  or  sun,  or  any  planet,  all  of  which  have  diflFerent 
rates  of  motion.  In  our  own  country,  Bond's  Spring  Governor 
has  been  successfully  applied  to  produce  the  equable  motion  of 
equatorial  telescopes. 

A^Jlnder  F  is  attached  to  the  principal  telescope  (Art.  16). 

The  field  of -the  telescope  is  illuminated  by  a  lamp  y,  the  light 
of  which  is  reflected  towards  the  reticule  by  a  small  mirror 
within  the  tube.     The  direct  illumination  of  the  threads,  which 
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is  required  when  very  feint  objects  are  to  be  observed,  is  effected 
by  two  small  lamps  suspended  at  n  and  n.  (See  Transit  Instru- 
ment, p.  184). 

The  micrometer  is  provided  with  a  position  circle  (Art.  49). 

243.  Any  point  of  the  heavens  may  be  observed  with  the 
equatorial  instrument  in  two  different  positions  of  its  decliua- 
tion  iEixis.  For  example,  if  the  declination  axis  is  at  right  angles 
to  the  plane  of  the  meridian, — ^that  is,  horizontal, — the  telescope 
will  describe  the  plane  of  the  meridian ;  and  this,  whether  the 
circle  md  of  the  declination  axis  is  east  or  west ;  and,  in  general, 
the  same  declination  circle  of  the  heavens  may  be  described  by  the 
telescope  with  this  circle  end  of  the  axis  on  either  side.  These 
two  positions  are  to  be  distinguished  in  the  use  of  the  instrument 
Let  us  suppose  the  declination  axis  to  be  produced  through  the 
circle  end  to  the  celestial  sphere.  The  point  in  which  it  meets 
the  sphere  may  be  called  the  pole  of  the  declination  circle.  If 
the  hour  angle  of  this  pole  is  90°  greater  than  the  hour  angle  of 
a  star  observed  in  the  telescope,  the  circle  is  said  to  precede  the 
telescope ;  if  the  hour  angle  of  this  pole  is  90®  less  than  that  of 
the  star,  the  circle  is  said  to  follow  the  telescope.  Thus,  for  a 
star  on  the  meridian  (at  its  upper  culmination)  the  circle  precedes 
when  it  is  west  and  foUoios  when  it  is  east  of  the  meridian. 


GENERAL  THEORT  OF  THE  EQUATORIAL  INSTRUMENT. 

244.  Let  us  first  consider  the  instrument  in  the  most  general 
manner,  that  is,  without  supposing  its  hour  axis  to  be  even 
approximately  adjusted  to  the  pole  of  the  heavens.  That  point 
of  the  celestial  sphere  towards  which  the  hour  axis  is  actually 
directed  will  be  called  the  pole  of  the  instrument,  or  the  pole  of  its 
hour  axis,  and  that  point  in  which  the  declination  axis  produced 
on  the  side  of  the  declination  circle  meets  the  sphere  will  be 
called  the  pole  of  this  axis  or  circle. 

The  instrument  is  designed  to  give,  by  means  of  its  two  circles, 
the  hour  angle  and  declination  of  a  star  observed  in  the  sight 
line  of  the  telescope.  If  the  sight  line  were  perpendicular 
to  the  declination  axis,  and  if  this  axis  were  perpendicular  to 
the  hour  axis,  the  readings  of  the  circles  would  give  at  once  (by 
merely  correcting  them  for  any  index  error)  the  hour  angle  and 
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declination  referred  to  the  meridian  and  pole  of  the  instrument  The 
deviations  fipom  perpendicularity  being  always  very  small  in  a 
well  constructed  instrument,  approximate  formulae  will  fully 
suffice  to  reduce  given  readings  to  the  proper  values  referred  to 
the  pole  of  the  instrument.  But  an  equatorial  instrument  may 
sometimes  be  used  in  a  place  for  which  it  was  not  intended,  and, 
having  no  adjustment  by  which  the  angle  which  its  hour  axis 
makes  with  the  horizon  can  be  greatly  changed,  the  pole  of  the 
instrument  may  be  so  far  from  the  celestial  pole  that  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  hour  angles  and  declinations  from  their  instrumental 
to  their  true  values  (referred  to  the  celestial  pole)  will  require  the 
use  of  rigorous  formulae.  In  order  to  provide  for  such  a  case,  I 
shall  first  consider  the  method  of  deducing  the  instrumental 
quantities  by  approximate  but  sufficiently  exact  formulse ;  then 
give  the  rigorous  formulfle  for  reducing  these  to  the  celestial 
pole,  and  finally  give  the  approximate  formulae,  most  frequently 
required,  for  the  case  in  which  the  deviation  of  the  hour  axis 
from  the  celestial  pole  is  very  small.  As  some  flexure  of  the 
declination  axis  and  of  the  telescope  is  always  to  be  expected  in 
an  instrument  of  this  kind,  I  shall  include  its  efiect  in  the 
formulae. 

245.    To  find  the  instrumental  declination  and  hour  angle  of  an 
observed  point. — Let  the  figure  be  a  projection 
of  the  celestial  sphere  upon  the  plane  of  the 
equator  of  the  instrument;  P'  its  pole;  Z  the 
zenith  of  the   observer:   then   P'Z  may  be* 
called  the  meridian  of  the  instrum£nt,  ^ 

Let  Q  be  the  pole  of  the  declination  axis  of 
the  instrument.  While  the  instrument  re- 
volves upon  the  hour  axis,  the  point  Q  will 
describe  a  circle  of  which  P'  is  the  pole,  and  which  wbuld  be  a 
great  circle  if  the  axes  were  at  right  angles  to  each  other,  in 
which  case  we  should  have  P'Q  =  90°.  But  we  shall  assume 
that  there  is  a  deviation  from  this  condition,  and  suppose  the 
arc  P'Q  to  be  ==  90°  —  i:  so  that  i  will  express  the  declination 
of  the  point  Q  referred  to  the  equator  of  the  instrument. 

Let  us  next  suppose  the  declination  axis  to  remain  fixed  while 
the  telescope  revolves  upon  this  axis  and  its  sight  line  is  brought 
upon  a  star  S.  As  the  telescope  revolves,  the  sight  line  (which 
we  may  here  suppose  to  be  determined  by  a  simple  cross  thread), 
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describes  a  circle  in  the  heavens  of  which  Q  is  the  pole,  and 
which  will  be  a  great  circle  if  this  sight  line  is  perpendicular  to 
the  declination  axis,  and  a  small  circle,  ASBy  in  any  other  case. 
Let  us  suppose  the  polar  distance  of  this  small  circle,  or  QSy  to 
be  90°  —  c :  so  that  c  will  denote  the  coUimation  constant  of  a 
given  thread. 

The  revolution  of  the  instrument  upon  the  hour  axis  is  measured 
by  the  hour  circle.  When  Q  is  90°  west  of  the  meridian,  the 
telescope  should  be  in  the  meridian,  and  the  reading  of  the  hour 
circle,  consequently,  zero ;  but  let  us  suppose  the  reading  is  then 
—  X.  When  Q  is  in  the  meridian  and  above  the  pole,  the  reading 
will  be  —  X  —  90°.  If,  then,  for  the  actual  position  when  the 
star  is  observed  at  S  the  reading  is  i,  we  have  the  angle  ZP'Q 

==:t+   X+   90°. 

Let  the  instrumental  hour  angle  ZP'S  =  V.  Then  we  have 
the  angle  SF*q  =  ZP'  Q  —  ZP'S  =  <  +  x  —  <'  +  90°  ;  and  since, 
from  the  construction  of  the  instrument,  this  angle  differs  very 
little  from  90°,  th«  quantity  t  +  x  —  V  will  be  very  small. 

As  the  telescope  revolves  upon  the  declination  axis  and  its 
sight  line  describes  the  circle  ASBy  the  reading  of  the  declina- 
tion circle  will  vary  directly  with  the  angle  P'QSy  since  Q  is  the 
pole  of  this  circle.  If  we  denote  the  reading  of  the  declination 
circle  when  the  arc  QS  coincides  with  QP'  by  90°  —  ^rf,  and  the 
actual  reading  for  the  star  at  S  by  rf,  we  shall  have  the  angle 
P'QS  =  90°  —  ^d  —  d,  provided  the  readings  increase  with  the 
star's  declination,  as  we  here  suppose. 

Finally,  let  the  instrumental  declination  be  rf';  that  is,  let 
P^8  =  90°  —  dl. 

We  have  then  in  the  triangle  QP'S  the  given  parts 

F'Q  =  90°  —  t  QS=:  90°  —  c 

P'<2flf=90°~((/  +  ^d) 

and  in  order  to  determine  <'  and  d'  we  are  to  find 

SP'Q  =  90°  —  (f  —  t  —  x) 
P'S  =  90°  —  d' 

From  this  triangle  we  obtain  the  general  equations 

sin  <f '  =  sin  i  sin  c  -\-  cos  t  cos  c  sin  (d  -f-  ^d) 
cos  </'  sin  (f '  —  t  —  x)  =  cos  %  sin  c  —  sin  t  cos  c  sin  (d  +  ^d) 
cos  d'  cos  (t'  —  t  —  x)  =s  cos  c  cos  (d  -f-  Arf) 
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Sut,  as  i  and  c  are  supposed  to  be  so  small  that  their  squares  and 
products  are  insensible,  these  equations  give 

sin  {i'  =  Bin  (^d  +  ^d) 

cos  d'  =  cos  (^d  +  ^d) 

{t'  —  t  —  x)  cos  d*  =^  c  —  I  sin  (d  -}-  Arf) 
whence 

d'  =  d+  £^d 

t'  =t  -\-  X  -{-  c  ^ea  d'  —  %  tan  d' 


}    (253) 


246.  Flexure. — The  flexure  of  the  hour  axis  may  be  supposed 
to  be  altogether  insensible,  since  the  centre  of  gravity  of  the 
whole  instrument  falls  very  near  to  the  upper  journal  of  this  axis, 
and  the  pressure  at  this  point  is  relieved  by  a  counterpoise. 

The  flexure  of  the  declination  axis,  being  assumed  to  result 
solely  from  the  weight,  changes  the  zenith  distance  of  the  point 
Q,  Denoting  the  zenith  distance  of  §  by  ^  and  the  increased 
zenith  distance  by  f  +  rf^,  we  shall  assume  the  flexure  to  be 
proportional  to  sin  f  (Art.  204),  and,  therefore,  put   " 

dZ  =^  e  sin  C 

in  which  e  is  the  maximum  of  flexure  of  the  declination  axis 
corresponding  to  f  =  90°. 

The  flexure  of  the  telescope  changes  the  zenith  distance  ZSy 
so  that,  putting  ZS  =  C'>  ^®  ^^^  express  this  flexure  by 

d^  =  e  sin  C' 

in  which  e  is  the  maximum  of  flexure  of  the  tube  corresponding 
to  C'  =  90°. 

The  flexure  of  the  declination  axis  changes  the  arc  P'§  =  90° 
—  2,  and  the  angle  ZP'Q  =  <  +  a:  +  90°  ;  but  these  changes  (the 
flexure  being  supposed  extremely  small)  evidently  produce  no 
sensible  effect  upon  the  declination  d'.  The  flexure  of  the  tele- 
scope, however,  changes  the  arc  P'S  =  90°  —  rf',  and  thus  also 
d\     Treating  the  changes  as  differentials,  we  have 

d .  P'S  =  d  (90°  —d')  =  d:'.  cos  P'SZ 

If  we  denote  the  zenith  distance  of  P'  by  90°  —  ^^  (or  let  ^^  be 
the  observer's  latitude  referred  to  the  equator  of  the  instrument), 
the  triangle  P'SZ  gives 

^-  ^-       sin  «p,  cos  d'  —  cos  «p,  sin  d'  cos  t' 
cos  P'SZ  = ^ ^^ 

Bin  C' 
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and  hence 

dd'  =  —  e  (sin  <p^  cos  d'  —  cos  f ^  sin  d'  cos  V)  (m) 

Again,  we  have 

d .  P'Q  =  d  (90*>  —  I)  =  dZ  cos  P'QZ 

Sin  P  <2 

in  which  we  may  put  sin P'§  =  cost  =  1.     Substituting  also 
the  values 

^  cos  i  sin  C 

Bin  P'QZ  =  co»  «  +  ^)  coa  y, 

sinC 

and  neglecting  the  product  of  d^  and  i  as  insensible,  we  find 

<ii  =  —  e  sin  f>j  1    r  \ 

(ft  =       e  cos  f ,  cos  (^  -f-  ^)  3 

Finally,  the  flexure  of  the  telescope  changes  the  arc  QS  =  90^ 
—  e,  and  we  have 

d.QS  =  d  (90^  —  <?)  =  d:' .  cos  ZSQ 

in  which 

--,  -       cos  C  —  sin  c  cos  C' 

cos  Z5<2  = : ; 

cos  c  sin  C 

Neglecting  terms  of  the  second  order,  therefore, 

dc  =  —  e  cos  C 
in  which  we  have 

cos  C  =  sin  i  sin  ^^  —  cos  i  cos  ^ ^  sin  (t  +  x) 

and  in  this  we  may  put  V  for  t  +  a:.     Hence,  again  neglecting 
terms  of  the  second  order, 

dc  =  e  cos  f>j  sin  f '  (p) 

By  the  formulae  for  t'  (253),  we  have 

dt'  =  dt  -{-  dc  sec  d'  —  di  tan  d' 

and  hence,  by  (7i)  and  (p), 

(;^'  =  e  (sin  f  J  tan  {i'  +  cos  ^^  cos  ^')  +  6  cos  ^^  sec  d'  sin  ^'   (^) 
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Hence,  applying  the  corrections  (m)  and  (q)  to  rf'  and  <'  (253),  thti 
complete  form  alee,  including  the  effect  of  flexure,  are"*" 

d'  =  d  -}-  ^d  —  e  (Bin  f ^  co8  d'  —  cos  ^ j  sin  d'  cos  t')   ^ 
r  z=t  +  x  +  CBecd'  —  itAud'  V    (254) 

-j-  e  (sin  f ,  tan  d '  +  cos  f j  cos  t')-\-e  cos  ^i  sec  <f'  sin  f '  j 

247.  7b  reduce  the  mairumenial  declination  and  hour  angle  (d',  V) 
to  the  celestial  declination  and  hour  angle  (i,  r). — ^Let  PZ      pj^  ^j 
be  the  true  meridian,  P  the  celestial  pole,  P'  the  pole 
of  the  instrument,  8  the  observed  star.     Let  y  and 
t?  denote  the  polar  distance  and  hour  angle  of  P' ; 
that  is,  let 

r  =  PP'  ^  =  ZPP* 

and,  producing  PP'^  let 

*'  =  -^P'iV^  =  180**  ^  ZP'P 

The  instrument  gives,  by  the  aid  of  (254),  the  values  of 
d'  =  90^  —  P'S,  V  =  ZP'S,  and  we  are  to  find  i  =  90°  —  PS 
and  r  =  ZPS.  The  triangle  PP'S,  in  which  PP'iSf=180** 
—  (/'  -  i?0  and  P'PS  =  T  —  I?,  gives 

sin  d  =  cos  ^^  sin  d*  —  sin  y  cos  d*  cos  (f '  —  i^')  "j 
cos  ^  cos  (r  —  ^)  =  sin  /'  sin  d'  +  cos  y  cos  <f'  cos  (^'  —  ^)    >    (255) 
cos  d  sin  (r  —  *)  =  cos  d'  sin  (^'  —  i5»')  J 

which  will  determine  8  and  r  from  rf'  and  V  when  the  instrumental 
constants  y^  t?,  and  i^'are  known. 

Putting  90°  —  ip  =  PZ^  the  relation  between  <p^^  ^',  y>,  i?,  and  y* 
is  found  from  the  triangle  PP'Z,  which  gives 

sin  fp^=       cos y  Hm  fp  -\-  sin  y  cos  f  cos  ^     ^ 
cos  ^j  cos  i>'  ==  —  sin  y  sin  <p  +  cos  /*  cos  f  cos  i^     >    (256) 
cos  f  J  sin  ^'  =  cos  f  sin  ^    J 

248.  In  the  preceding  discussion  I  have  not  distinguished 
between  the  case  in  which  the  declination  circle  precedes  and 
that  in  which  it  follows  the  telescope  (Art.  243).  The  formulce, 
nevertheless,  will  apply  to  either  case,  provided  we  reckon  decli- 
nations over  90°  when  they  require  it.  By  Pig.  52,  in  which 
for  a  star  at  S  the  declination  circle  precedes^  we  see  that  when 

*  These  formuliB  are  essentially  the  same  as  Bissil's.     See  his  A»inm,  Unter* 
tuehungen^  Vol.  I.  p.  7. 
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the  telescope  is  revolved  from  S  towards  B  and  passes  beyond 
the  pole,  we  shall  Tiave  declinations  exceeding  90°  if  we  wish  to 
employ  the  same  formulae  as  have  been  found  for  this  position; 
but  for  these  points  beyond  the  pole  the  declination  circle  foUoirs 
the  telescope.  The  declination  in  that  case,  reckoned  in  the 
usual  manner,  will  be  180**  —  d\  and  the  hour  angle  will  be 
180°  +  t'.  We  may,  therefore,  employ  these  formulse  in  their 
present  form  in  all  cases,  but  when  d'  falls  between  90°  and 
270°  we  must  finally  take  180°  —  d'  and  180°  +  i'  as  the  proper 
instrumental  declination  and  hour  angle.  (See  also  Transit 
Instrument,  Art.  128.) 

If,  however,  we  wish  to  distinguish  the  cases  in  the  formula 
themselves,  we  shall  have,  when  the  circle  precedes^  the  readings 
of  the  circle  being  d^  and  ^, 

d'=  d^-^  Ad  —  e  (sin  ^^  cos  d\ —  coe  ^ j  sin  d^  cos  f ') 
t'  =  t^  -\-  X  -\-  c  sec  d'  —  i  tan  d' 
-f-  c  (sin  y>j  tan  d'  +  cos  f ,  cos  t')  +  e  cos  f>,  sec  d'  sin  t' 

and  when  the  circle  foUowSy  the  readings  being  d^  and  t^       )  (257) 

180°  —  J'  =  <?,  +  Ad  ■\-  e  (sin  ^^  cos  d*  —  cos  ip^ sin  d'cos  f) 
\%Qo  ^t»  =t^  -f  X  —  c  sec  6^'  +  I  tan  d' 

—  e(8in  f>j  tan  rf'-f-cos  f>jCos  t*)-\-e  cos  f^^seci'  Bint' J' 

249.  The  rigorous  formulie  (255)  and  (256)  will  be  required 
only  in  the  rare  case  in  which  the  pole  of  the  instrument  is  at 
a  considerable  distance  from  the  celestial  pole ;  but  I  will  briefly 
indicate  the  methods  of  determining  the  instrumental  constants 
for  this  case.  It  will  always  be  possible  to  bring  the  hour  axis 
of  the  instrument  very  nearly  into  the  meridian  of  the  place  of 
observation,  whatever  may  be  the  elevation  of  its  pole  above  the 
horizon,  so  that  the  meridian  of  the  instrument  and  the  true 
meridian  will  nearly  coincide. 

If  we  observe  a  fixed  point  in  both  positions  of  the  instrument, 
circle  preceding  and  circle  following,  we  shall  have  by  (257), 
taking  the  sums  of  the  respective  equations, 

180°=<ij+  d,+  2Ad 
180°  +  2t'  =  t^  +  t^+2x  -\-2e  cosV^  sec  d' sin  f 

the  first  of  which  determines  the  index  correction  {^d)  of  the 
^declination  circle,  and  the  second  determines  the  value  of  <'  —  x, 
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if  we  have  independently  found  the  flexure  e,  or  if  the  fixed  point 
is  in  the  meridian  of  the  instrument  and  consequently  V  =  0. 

Taking  the  differences  of  the  same  equations,  the  observation 
of  the  fixed  point  also  gives 

180** — 2d'=  d^ —  £?,+  2c(8in  ^^cosd' — cos  f,8in  d'  cos  t') 

180°=  t^  —  t^  —  2c8ecd'+2 1  tan  <i' — 2  e  (sin  f^^tan  d'+co8f>jCOS^') 

The  first  of  these  determines  d'  when  e  is  otherwise  known,  and, 
the  value  of  d'  thus  found  being  substituted  in  the  second,  we 
have  an  equation  of  condition  for  determining  c,  i,  and  e.  The 
observation  of  at  least  three  difterent  points  will  be  necessary  in 
order  to  determine  these  quantities,  or  of  at  least  two  points  if 
we  neglect  e. 

Upon  the  supposition  that  the  pole  of  the  instrument  is  very 
near  the  meridian,  but  at  a  considerable  distance  from  the  celestial 
pole,  7*  is  a  large  arc,  but  ^  is  small,  and  we  have  from  the  first 
of  the  equations  (266),  by  putting  cos  ^  =  d:  1, 

and  the  value  of  y  may  be  found  from  the  observation  of  a  star 
in  the  meridian  and  as  far  from  the  pole  of  the  instrument  as 
possible,  since  in  this  case  we  shall  have  very  nearly 

in  which  d'  will  be  known  from  two  observations  of  the  star  in 
the  two  positions  of  the  instrument. 

When  Y  has  been  thus  approximately  found,  let  a  star  be 
observed  on  the  six  hour  circle  both  west  and  east  of  the  meridian. 
"We  deduce  from  (255) 

sin  d'  =  sin  d  cos  y  -f  cos  d  sin  y  cos  (r  —  ^) 

Denoting  the  instrumental  declination  for  the  two  observations 
by  rf/  and  rf,',  and  putting  r  =  90®  for  the  first  observation,  and 
r  =  270*^  for  the  second,  we  have 

sin  d^  =  sin  d  cos  y  -f-  cos  d  sin  y  sin  i> 
sin  cf/==  sin  d  cosy  —  cos  d  sin  /^  sin  ^ 
whence 

.     „       sin  rf/  —  sin  d' 
Bin  *  = ! ?- 

2Q0f^d&iny 

This  will  give  a  suflicient  approximation  to  ^,  provided  the  star 
is  not  very  near  the  pole. 
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A  theoretically  rigorous  determination  of  both  y  and  tf  would 
be  found  by  observing  two  points  whose  declinations  (d^,  d,)  and 
hour  angles  (r^,  r,)  are  known,  and  then  solving  the  equations 

sin  dl  =  sin  ^,  cos  x  +  ^^^  \  sin  y  cos  (r,  —  *) 
sin  dl  =  bin  ^,  cos  y  +  cos  \  sin  j'  cos  (t,  —  *) 

When  I'  and  tf  have  been  found,  we  have,  from  the  observation 
of  one  known  point, 

cos  d*  cos  (f '  —  d')  =:  sin  ^  sin  j'  —  cos  ^  cos  y  cos  (r  —  d) 
cos  d'  sin  (^'  —  *')  =  cos  ^  sin  (r  —  4f) 

which  determine  <'  —  i?' ;  and,  since  ^'  will  be  known  from  (256), 
V  will  also  be  known.  Finally,  the  instrument  gives  the  value 
of  ^'  —  X,  as  we  have  shown  above,  and  thus  x  becomes  known. 

250.  Whxn  the  pole  of  the  instntmeni  is  very  near  the  celestial  pole, 
y  is  very  small,  but  <>  may  have  any  value  from  0®  to  860°.  Put- 
ting cos  J'  =  1  in  (256),  and  neglecting  terms  of  the  same  order 
as  ^,  we  find 

^^  ==  ^  -|-  y  cos  * 
*  —  ^'  ==  —  ^  sin  ^  tan  ^ 
and  (255)  gives 

9  =  d'-'ycos(t'-'iy) 

r  =  r  +  *  —  d'  —  ^  sin  (f '  —  &)  sin  d'  sec  d 

or,  within  terms  of  the  second  order, 

d  =  d'—  y  cos  (r  —  !J) 

r  =  t'  —  T'  sin  ^  tan  ip  —  y  sin  (r  —  ^)  tan  ^ 

Substituting  the  values  of  d'  and  V  from  (254),  and  putting 
A^=  a:  —  y  sin  i>  tan  y>,  which  is  constant,  we  have 

bz=:d^  ^d  —  y  cos  (r  —  *)  —  e  (sin  fp  cos  ^  —  cos  f>  sin  ^  cos  r)  ^ 
T  =±:  f  +  A^  —  ^^  sin  (t  —  ^)  tan  ^  +  ^  sec  ^  —  i  tan  ^  v    (258) 

+  e  (sin  ip  tan  b  +  cos  ^  cos  t)  -|-  e  cos  ^  sec  ^  sin  r  J 

which  are  the  formula  usually  required  in  practice.  Here  S  is 
to  be  reckoned  beyond  90®  when  necessary,  being  then  the  sup- 
plement of  the  starts  declination  (Art  248),  and  then  r  is  the 
star's  hour  angle  increased  by  180®. 

The  declination  and  hour  angle  are  here  apparent^  that  is, 
affected  by  refraction,  &c.     K  we  wish  b  and  r  to  represent  the 
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geocentric  position  of  the  obeerved  point,  we  may  apply  the 
corrections  for  refraction,  &c.  to  d  and  L 

If  we  prefer  to  distinguish  the  cases  in  the  formulse  themselves, 
we  shall  have— 

For  circle  preceding : 

d  r=  d  -j-  Arf  —  ^qo&(t  —  ^) — e(8in  ^cosd — cos  ^^  sin  ^cosr) 

T  =  t  +  A<  —  /*  sin  (r  —  ^)  tan  d  -^  c  sec  d  —  i  tan  d 

-|-  c  (sin  f  tan  d  -f  cos  ^  cos  t)-\-  e  cos  ^  sec  d  sin  r 

(259) 
Far  circle  following : 

180*^ — d=d-\-^d-\-ycoB(T — *)+e(sinf  cos^ — cos  f^  sin  ^  cos  r)^ 
180**+ T=^  -f  Af  — /'sin^r — *)tan^  — C8ec^+  etan^ 

—  e  (sin  f  tan  S  -}-  cos  ^  cos  r)  -f  «  cos  ^  sec  d  sin  t 

in  which  d  and  r  will  always  denote  the  declination  and  hour 
angle  of  the  star  reckoned  in  the  usual  manner. 

ADJUSTMENT   OF  THE   EQUATORIAL   INSTRUMENT. 

251.  The  adjustment  of  the  instrument  with  respect  to  the  pole 
of  the  heavens  consists  of  two  operations :  Ist,  bringing  the  hour 
axis  into  the  plane  of  the  meridian,  and,  2d,  giving  this  axis  an 
elevation,  with  respect  to  the  horizon,  equal  to  the  latitude  of  the 
place. 

For  a  rough  preliminary  adjustment,  place  the  declination  axis 
in  a  horizontal  position,  and  move  the  stand  until  the  telescope 
points  to  a  star  at  the  computed  time  of  its  meridian  passage. 
The  hour  axis  is  then  nearly  in  the  plane  of  the  meridian. 
Then  bring  the  declination  axis  into  the  plane  of  the  meridian  ^by 
revolving  the  instrument  upon  the  hour  axis  through  90^^  by  the 
hour  circle),  and  direct  the  telescope  upon  a  circumpolar  star  on 
the  six  hour  circle.  The  elevation  of  the  axis  should  be  changed 
so  as  to  make  the  star  appear  near  the  optical  axis  at  the  com- 
puted time  when  the  star's  hour  angle  is  equal  to  6*. 

For  the  final  adjustment,  the  outstanding  deviations  of  the 
instrument  must  be  found  by  properly  combined  observations  of 
stars,  taken  in  the  two  reverse  positions  of  the  declination  axis, 
by  the  methods  given  hereafter. 

The  position  of  the  pole  of  the  instrument  with  respect  to  the 
pole  of  the  heavens  may  be  expressed  by  the  two  quantities 

f  =  ^  cos  d  ly  =  T'  sin  t5i  (260) 

which  are  the  distances  of  the  pole  of  the  instrument  from  the 
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six  hour  circle  and  from  the  meridian,  respectively.  According 
to  our  definitions  of  y  and  ?>,  a  posiiice  value  of  c  will  indicate  that 
the  instrumental  pole  is  above  the  true  pole,  and  a  positive  value 
of  7j  will  indicate  that  the  pole  of  the  instrument  is  west  of  the 
meridian.  I  proceed  to  consider  the  methods  of  finding  these 
quantities,  as  well  as  the  other  instrumental  constants. 

252.  To  find  f . — ^The  most  simple  method  is  to  observe  the 
declinations  of  known  stars  at  their  culmination  in  both  positions 
of  the  declination  axis,  and  to  compare  the  instrumental  values, 
corrected  for  refraction,  with  the  true  declinations  found  from 
the  best  catalogues  or  ephemerides.  By  the  instrumental  values 
we  shall  hereafter  understand  the  values  inferred  directlv  from 
the  readings  (rf)  of  the  circle. 

As  the  two  observations  in  reverse  positions  of  the  declination 
axis  cannot  both  be  absolutely  in  the  meridian  (unless  observa- 
tions on  diflferent  days  are  combined),  one  of  them  is  taken  a 
few  seconds  before  the  meridian  passage,  and  the  other  a  few 
seconds  after  it  In  consequence  of  the  great  facility  with  which 
even  the  largest  equatorial  instrument  can  be  reversed,  the 
interval  between  the  two  observations  will  be  so  small  that  the 
mean  of  the  two  values  of  cos  (r  —  d)  will  be  sensibly  the  same 
as  cos  9^  T  being  a  very  small  quantity  with  opposite  signs  for 
the  two  observations.  Hence,  we  shall  have  for  each  pair  of 
observations  on  a  star,  by  putting  r  =  0  in  (259), 

dz=z  d^-\-  ^d  —  ^  —  €  sin  (f^  —  S) 
180*»  —  J  =  rf.  +  A<i  +  c  +  e  sin  (f)  —  J) 

where  d^  and  d^  are  the  circle  readings  in  the  two  positions.  The 
half  sum  of  these  equations  gives  the  index  correction  of  the 
declination  circle. 

Their  half  diflference  gives 

f  +  ^  8in(^  ~  ^)  =  90*»  —  ^  (rf,—  d;)-^d 

K  we  put 

i)  =  90*>— i(i,— (f,) 

D  will  be  the  mean  of  the  instrumental  values  of  the  declination, 
as  inferred  from  the  ti^^o  readings,  whatever  may  be  the  mode  in 
w^hich  the  circle  is  graduated.  A  number  of  stars  being  thus 
observed,  we  shall  have  the  equations  of  condition 
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e  +  e  sin  (^  —  (J')  =  iX—  d' 
e  +  e  sin  (f  —  tJ")  =  i>"—  ^" 
&c.  &c. 

which,  treated  by  the  method  of  least  squares,  will  give  both 
f  and  e. 

Example. — The  declinations  of  ten  stars  were  observed  by 
Otto  Struve  with*  the  equatorial  telescope  of  the  Pulkowa  Obser- 
vatory, 1840,  June  22,  according  to  the  preceding  method,  and 
the  values  of  i),  corrected  for  refraction,  were  as  in  the  following 
table.  The  values  of  8  for  the  stars  1,  4,  5  and  8  were  taken 
from  the  Nautical  Almanac^  for  2,  3,  and  7  from  Arqelander's 
Gaialogue^  and  for  6  and  9  from  Airy's  Catalogue  for  the  year 
1840.  The  latitude  employed  in  computing  the  coefficient  of  e 
is  ^  =  69°  46'. 3.  The  degrees  and  minutes  of  i,  omitted  to 
save  room,  are  the  same  as  those  of  D.  In  order  to  apply  the 
same  formula  to  the  stars  observed  below  the  pole,  we  have  only 
to  employ  the  supplements  of  their  declinations  instead  of  the 
declinations,  that  is,  to  reckon  them  over  the  pole.     (Art.  128.) 


Stars. 

Listr.  dec.  =  />. 

^ 

Equations. 

V 

1.  fiL  Sagittarii 

—    21« 

5'  55".6 

40".6 

14".9  — e  +  0.99(? 

5".4 

2.  ij  Serpentis 

2 

56  23  .8 

3  .4 

—  20  .4  — e  +  0.89e 

7  .7 

3.  i>  Serpentis 

+      3 

59  47  .1 

59  .5 

—  12  .4  =  e+0.83e 

+  2  .2 

4.  C  Aquilce 

13 

37  .34  .6 

48  .8 

—  13  .7  — e  +  0.72e 

+  4  .4 

6.  a  Lyrce 

88 

87  47  .1 

70  .4 

—  23  .3=  e  + 0.36c 

+  6  .2 

6.  X  Cygni 

53 

3  55  .5 

83  .6 

28  .l  =  e  +  0.12e 

+  9  .0 

7.  dJDraconis 

67 

21  51  .6 

99  .7 

48  .l  =  f  — 0.13c 

—  3.  1 

8.  3  Ursce  Min. 

86 

84  22  .6 

81  .2 

—  58  .6  =  e  — 0.45c 

—  3  .4 

9.  2  LynciSy  a.p. 

120 

55  12  .0 

79  .9 

—  67  .9  =  $  — 0.88c 

+  0  .9 

10.  $  AurigcByS.  p. 

124 

19    4  .5 

76  .9 

—  72  .4  =  f  — 0.90c 

—  8  .0 

The  solution  of  these  10  equations  gives 

f  =  —  40".9  with  the  probable  error  =  1".2 
c  =  +  31".7    "      "  "  "      =  1".8 

The  last  column  gives  the  residuals  v  after  the  substitution  of 
these  values  in  the  10  equations.     From  these  residuals  we  find 
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the  probable  error  of  a  single  equation  to  be  8".9,  which  is  com- 
posed of  the  error  of  observation  and  the  error  in  the  star's  decli- 
nation. This  degree  of  accuracy  in  the  determination  of  abso- 
lute declinations,  with  an  equatorial  instrument  of  such  dimen- 
sions, is  surprising,  and  is  a  striking  proof  of  the  perfection  of  its 
workmanship.  At  the  same  time  we  perceive  that  very  crude 
determinations  will  be  obtained  if  we  neglect  the  flexure. 

253.  To  find  71.— This  will  be  found  by  comparing  the  instru- 
mental hour  angles  of  different  stars,  near  the  meridian,  with  the 
observed  clock  times  of  their  transits  over  a  given  thread.  We 
shall,  at  the  same  time,  find  the  instrumental  constants  i  and  e, 
and  the  index  correction  of  the  hour  circle. 

We  shall  suppose  the  thread  on  which  the  stars  are  to  be 
observed  to  be  placed  in  the  direction  of  a  circle  of  declination, — 
that  is,  as  a  transit  thread, — and  to  be  in  the  optical  axis  of  the 
telescope.  This  optical  axis  may  be  defined  to  be  the  line 
drawn  through  the  optical  centre  of  the  objective,  and  the  centre 
of  the  position  circle  of  the  micrometer:  consequently,  when  the 
thread  is  revolved  180®  by  this  circle,  it  should  still  pass  through 
the  optical  axis.  As  the  thread  may  not  be  precisely  adjusted 
in  this  respect,  the  error  is  to  be  eliminated  by  combining  two 
observations  taken  in  these  two  positions  of  the  thread.  Two 
such  pairs  of  observations  are  to  be  taken  on  each  star,  one  pair 
with  circle  preceding,  and  one  with  circle  following.  A  second 
star,  in  a  widely  different  declination,  being  observed  in  the  same 
manner,  we  shall  have  all  that  is  required  for  the  determination 
of  our  constants.  If  we  observe  a  greater  number  of  stars,  we 
can  treat  the  observations  by  the  method  of  least  squares. 

Supposing  two  stars  to  be  observed,  one  near  the  pole  and  the 
other  near  the  equator,  the  observations  should  be  symmetrically 
arranged  according  to  the  following  schedule,  in  which  the  posi- 
tion I  denotes  circle  preceding,  and  11  circle  following,  and  the 
letters  a  and  b  refer  to  the  two  positions  of  the  transit  thread  for 
the  two  readings  of  the  position  circle  differing  by  180°.  We 
should  endeavor  to  make  the  mean  of  the  times  of  the  four 
observations  on  a  star  coincide  very  nearly  with  the  instant  of 
its  meridian  passage. 


# 

I 


I 


•^ 
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« 

Position. 

Clock.        Means. 

Hour  circle.  Means. 

f 

• 

iBt  Star 

H.  A .  —  a 

Decl.  =  d 

I.  a. 
b. 

II.  6. 
a. 

(r,)»  i 

(.to,  )      , 

Mean  — 

n 

Mean  —    f^ 

2d  Star 

RA.  =  a' 

Dccl.  =  <J' 

II.  a. 
b. 

L    b, 
a. 

(TJX   1 

r,' 

Mean 

r; 

Mean  —    t^' 

The  observations  being  very  near  the  meridian,  the  flexure  of 
the  telescope  (e)  has  no  sensible  effect.  That  term  of  the  flexure 
(e)  of  the  declination  axis  which  is  multiplied  by  tan  8  may 
become  sensible  for  stars  near  the  pole,  but,  as  it  will  always  be 
combined  with  iy  it  will  be  convenient  to  put 


ij  =  I  —  e  sm  ^ 


(261) 


The  term  e  cos  f  cos  /,  which  is  always  less  than  c,  will  be 
practically  unimportant,  and  will  here  be  neglected.  A  method 
of  determining  s  will,  however,  be  given  hereafter. 

With  this  notation  we  find,  by  putting  r  =  0  in  the  second 
member  of  (259),  for  the  observation  at  the  clock  time  T^y 

T^  =  f,  +  A^  +  'y  t*°  *  +  c  sec  ^  —  tj  tan  9 
and  if  A  r  is  the  clock  correction,  we  have  also 


Hence,  by  putting 
we  deduce 


r,=  r,+  Ar-« 
X  =  At  —  ^T 


ij  tan  d  -{-  c  sec  6  —  t,  tan  ^=  T^  —  t^  —  a  —  X 

In  the  same  manner  the  observation  at  the  clock  time  T^  gives 
Jl  tan  H  —  c  sec  d  -\-  i^  tan  d=z  T^  —  f,  —  o  —  A 
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and  from  these  two  equations,  with  the  notation  of  the  above 

schedule, 

ij  tan^=  7;— f^— a  —  ;i 
c  sec  ^  -  i\  tan  ^  =  J  [(T,  -  ^^-(7;-^] 

The  second  star  gives,  in  the  same  manner, 

lytan  d'=  t;— r;— a'  — i 
c  sec  d'  -  i\  tan  d' =  I  [(T/  —  f/)  —  (T,'  — f,')] 

By  combining  the  two  equations  in  rjy  we  have,  therefore,  the 
following  three  equations: 

7j  (tan  9  -  tan  ^')  =  (T,  -  T/)  -  (t,  -  O  -  (a  -  a') 
c  sec  ^  -  I,  tan  ^  =  ^  [(f,  -  f,)  ~  (T,  ^  T,)] 
(?  sec  ^'-  t,  tan  ^'=  i  [(f/-  ^/)  -  (T/-  T/)] 

which  determine  37,  /j,  and  e  from  the  observed  clock  times  and 
the  readings  of  the  hour  circle. 
We  can  then  find  the  value  of  X  by  the  formula 

i  =  2;  —  f„  —  a  —  17  tan  d  =  To'  —  C  —  «'  — 7  tan  S'    (263) 

and  finally,  if  the  clock  correction  is  otherwise  known,  the  index 
correction  of  the  hour  circle,  by  the  formula 


At  =  AT+X 


(264) 


Example. — The  following  observations  were  taken,  according 
to  the  above  method,  with  the  equatorial  of  the  Pulkowa  Obser- 
vatory, on  June  8,  1840. 


Clock  timet. 

Hoar  circle. 

6  Ursm  Min,  I.  a. 
A. 

II  6. 
a. 

29   88:8}  ^."^»  28    22.4 

0    1   ??:?}..=   0     4     6.4 

Ti  =  18  25    81 .8 

<,  —   0     1    88.0 

aLyrm 

« 

11.  a. 
b. 

1.6. 
a. 

84    I^-^\  7»' __  ififcOKm    o#  7 

86   66.4/^*  —  *^  ^^     ^'* 

• 

41   24:9}^''=^^  *<>   29.0 

^   4  42i}'«'=  0*  S'^s-e 

7i'=18  87    45.9 


/o'=    0     6    84.5 


The  places  of  the  stars,  according  to  the  Nautical  Almanac, 

were — 

d  Ursce  Min,  a  =  18*  24-    5*.8        d  =  86^  35'.2 
aLyrce  a' =  18  81    34.0        5'=  88    38.1 
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Hence  our  equations  (262)  become 


whence 


15.97  7  =  +  15*.6 
16.80  c  —  16.77 1\  =  —  17 .2 
1.28  c—    0.80*;  =  —1.75 

iy  =  +  0-.98  =:  +  14".7 

t,  =  —  0-.92        c  =  —  1*.94 


The  values  Qi\  and  c  are  here  not  separately  so  well  determined 
as  they  would  be  if  the  second  star  were  nearer  to  the  equator. 
Their  diflference,  however,  ?,  —  c  =  +  1'.02,  is  accurately  deter- 
mined by  the  first  star.    We  next  find,  by  (263), 

.1  =  —  23'.4 

and  if  the  clock  correction  is  ^7^=  +  20*. 0,  the  index  correction 
of  the  hour  circle  is,  by  (264), 

At  =  —  3*.4 

To  give  the  reader  some  idea  of  the  stability  of  a  large  equa* 
torial  properly  mounted,  I  will  here  give  the  values  of  $  and  ly, 
together  with  the  coefficient  of  flexure  of  the  tube  (e),  determined 
by  the  aboVe  methods,  for  the  Pulkowa  instrument  during  a  year. 
They  are  taken  from  Struve's  Description  de  V  Observaioire  Central^ 
p.  204,  only  changing  the  signs  of  f  and  rj  to  agree  with  the 
preceding  notation : 


1840,  May  15 
June    3 

"  22 
July    3 

"  24 
Aag.  9 
Sept.  24 

"  26 
Nov.  10 
Dec.  26 

1841,  Mar.  15 

Means 

Vol*  IL-.25 


f 

< 

—  41".2 

+  82".6 

—  46  .4 

+  21  .7 

—40  .9 

+  81  .7 

—  64  .8 

+  19  .0 

—  48  .3 

+  34  .2. 

—  48  .0 

+  86  .2 

—  48  .2 

+  21  .7 

—  53  .0 

+  87  .2 

—  88  .5 

+  85  .4 

—  44  .1 

+  29  .8 

—  43  .5 

+  25  .5 

1840,  April  17 

"  28 
Jane  3 
July  24 
Sept.  24 
Nov.  3 
Doe.   26 

1841,  Mar.  15 


» 

+ 

18' 

'.9 

+ 

14 

.8 

+ 

14 

.7 

+ 

10 

.2 

+ 

10 

.8- 

+ 

4 

.4 

+ 

11 

.4 

+ 

15 

.2 

Mean  -|-  12  .5 


—  45  .1       +  29  .5 
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The  temperature  during  this  period  varied  from  —  22**  to  +  86*^ 
Fahr.  The  constancy  of  the  coefficient  of  flexure  for  the 
extremes  of  temperature  is  as  remarkable  as  the  stability  of  the 
axis. 

254.  By  the  preceding  method  of  finding  tj  we  also  find  the 
constants  t,  and  c;  but  we  can  find  ij  independently  of  these 
constants  by  observing  the  declinations  of  stars  on  the  six  hour 
circle.    When  r  ==  zt  6*,  we  luive,  by  (259)^ 

d  =  D  ^  yj  —  €8in{p  cos  S 

where  D  is  the  mean  metrumeatal  declination  from  the  oboerv^d 
readings  in  the  two  positions  of  the  instrument  (the  two  obser- 
vations being  taken  in  quick  succession  very  near  the  six  hour 
circle,  and  one  on  each  side  of  it).  If  we  put  jp  =  i)  — i,  we 
shall  have  the  equation  of  condition 

±  ly  -f-  «  sin  ^p  cos  d  =zp  (265) 

and  from  a  number  of  equations  of  this  kind  the  valuea  of  ij  and 
e  will  be  found. 

If  the  same  star  is  observed  both  at  r  =  +  6*  and  t  =  —  6*,  , 
we  shall  have,  for  the  two  observations, 

7j  -\-  esm  ^  cos  9  =p^ 

^  =  K;>i-ft)  .(266) 

in  which  p^  —  p^  will  be  the  difference  of  the  observed  instru- 
mental declinations,  corrected  for  any  difference  of  refraction 
that  may  result  from  changes  in  the  meteorological  instEuments 
in  the  interval  between  the  observations. 

•  But  it  is  not  always  possible  to  observe  stars 'on  the  six  hour 
circle  in  both  positions  of  the  instrument,  the  pier  or  stand  inter- 
fering with  one  of  the  positions  for  stars  within  a  certain  distance 
of  the  pole.  We  must  then  find  D  from  a  single  observation 
by  applying  the  index  correction,  previously  found  from  meridian 
observations  by  Art  252.  The  equations  formed  from  such  an 
observation  should  have  a  weight  of  only  one-half  in  combining 
the  equations  according  to  the  method  of  least  squares. 

255.  Both  ^  and  ij  can  be  found  in  a  general  maimer  from 
observations  upon  different  stats,  without  limiting  the  obser- 
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vations  to  the  meridian  or  the  six  hour  circle.  If  each  obser- 
vation of  a  star  is  complete^ — that  is,  consists  of  the  mean  of  two 
observations  in  the  two  positions  of  the  declination  axis, — we 
shall  have  for  this  mean 

^  ^  2>  —  ^^  cos  (t  —  t?)  — -  J?e 

T  =  t  +  At  —  ^^  sin  (r  —  #)  tan  ^  +  B'e 

in  which  B  and  B '  are  the  coefficients  of  e  in  (259).  Developing 
fiin  (r  —  tf)  and  cos  (r  —  t?),  we  find 

f  cos  T  +  1?  ein  T  -{-  Be  =  D  —  d  ^    /qat^ 

At  —  S  sin  r  tan  ^  +  i?  cos  r  tan  d  +  B'e  =  r  —  t     ) 

and,  from  a  sufficient  number  of  such  equations,  At,  f,  rjy  and  e 
will  be  determined. 

256.  Again,  f  and  ij  may  be  found  from  singk  observations, — 
that  is,  observations  in  but  one  of  the  positions  of  the  declination 
axis, — ^by  observing  each  star  twice  at  very  different  hour  angles. 
We  shall  have  for  two  observations  of  the  same  star  at  the  hour 
angles  r,  and  r,,  circle  preceding  in  both  observations  or  follow- 
ing in  both, 

T, = f^  -f-  At  —  S  sin  Tj  tan  ^  + 17  cos  r^  tan  dztc  sec  d  qr  /tan  S  ±  A^a  +  B^e 
T,=rt^-|-  At  —  ?  sin  T, tan  ^  +  ij  cos r, tan^  ±:  c sec^  =p  i  tan  d  ±:  A^s  +  B^e 

where  the  signification  of  A  and  B  is  apparent  from  (259).  The 
difference  of  these  equations  gives 

— f  (sin  T,— sin  r,)tan  S-\-7i  (cos  r^ — cosr)  tan  ^±(-4, — A^)  £+  (B^-^B^)  e= 

Now,  suppose  one  series  of  observations  in  which  each  star  is 
observed  at  equal  or  very  nearly  equal  distances  from  the  meri- 
dian, east  and  west :  this  equation  will  then  be  reduced  to  the 
form 

—  ^  sin  r  tan  d  -f  6  cos  f  sec  ^  sin  r  =  9  (268) 

and  from  the  whole  series,  embracing  stars  of  very  Afferent 
declinations,  f  and  e  will  be  determined. 

Suppose  another  series  in  which  each  star  is  observed  at  or. 
very  near  to  its  upper  and  lower  culminations :  the  equation  will 
take  the  form 

-^  Ji  tan  ^  =h  c  cos  f  =  2  (269) 
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This  series  will,  therefore,  determine  tj  and  e.  The  npper  sign 
will  here  be  used  for  a  series  in  which  the  circle  is  west  of  the 
meridian  at  the  upper  culminations  and  east  of  the  meridian  at 
the  lower  culminations.  This  appears  to  be  the  most  simple  and 
satisfactory  method  of  finding  the  flexure  e  of  the  declination 
axis.     Another  method  will  be  given  in  the  next  article. 

257.  All  the  preceding  methods  of  determining  the  instru- 
mental constants  depend  upon  the  accuracy  of  the  graduations 
of  the  two  circles  of  the  instrument.  Let  us  inquire  how  far 
it  is  possible  to  determine  these  constants  independently  of  the 
circles,  or  without  involving  their  errors.* 

MrsL — The  inclination  90°  —  c  of  the  telescope  to  the  hoar 
axis  can  be  separately  determined,  independently  of  the  other 
constants,  as  follows.  Bi*ing  the  telescope  into  a  horizontal 
position  in  the  plane  of  the  meridian,  the  declination  axis  being 
then  also  horizontal.  Place  two  collimating  telescopes  in  the 
prolongation  of  the  optical  axis,  one  north  and  one  south, 
and,  directing  them  towards  each  other,  bring  the  cross  threads 
in  their  foci  into  optical  coincidence  (the  equatorial  telescope 
being  for  this  purpose  temporarily  moved  out  of  the  line  joining 
the  collimators  by  revolving  it  about  the  hour  axis).  Then, 
bringing  the  telescope  upon  one  of  the  collimators,  and  clamping 
the  hour  circle,  measure  with  the  micrometer  the  distance 
between  the  fixed  thread  that  marks  the  optical  axis  and  the 
cross  thread  of  the  collimator.  Revolve  the  telescope  upon  the 
declination  axis,  and  measure  the  distance  between  its  optical 
axis  and  the  cross  thread  of  the  other  collimator.  The  difference 
of  the  two  micrometer  measures  is  the  value  of  ^c.  To  elimi- 
nate any  eccentricity  of  the  fixed  thread  with  respect  to  the 
optical  axis,  let  each  observation  on  a  collimator  be  the  mean  of 
two  taken  in  reverse  positions  of  the  thread  corresponding  to 
readings  of  the  position  circle  differing  180°.  This  method  is 
identical  in  principle  with  the  process  given  for  the  transit 
instrument,  and  more  fully  explained  in  Art.  145.  Instead  of 
one  of  the  collimators,  a  distant  terrestrial  point  may  be  used. 

We  may,  at  the  same  time,  determine  the  flexure  e  of  the 
telescope,  with  the  aid  of  the  declination  circle,  but  without 
involving  its  errors  of  division  (Art.  204). 

*  See  Bi88BL*8  Aitronom,  Unttrtuch.,  Vol.  I.  p.  14. 
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Second. — ^An  equation  for  determining  the  inclination,  90°  —  j, 
of  the  declination  and  hour  axes,  can  be  obtained  from  the 
observation  of  the  transits  of  two  different  stars  in  the  same 
fixed  position  of  the  declination  axis,  that  is,  with  the  hour  circle 
clamped  at  any  assumed  reading.  If  r  and  r'  are  the  apparent 
hour  angles  of  the  stars,  and  Ty  T'  the  sidereal  clock  times  of 
the  transits  (corrected  for  clock  rate\  the  difference  2y  of  these 
hour  angles  will  be  known  by  the  formula 

2jr=:T'— r  =  T'—  T— (a'— a)  — (r'— r) 

where  r  and  r'  are  the  corrections  of  r  and  r'  for  refraction ;  and, 
as  the  difference  is  very  small,  we  may  use  r  for  r'  in  the  second 
member  of  (259) :  hence,  if  the  circle  precedes,  we  shall  find 
for  this  difference  the  expression 

2  g  =  —  [y  sin  (r  —  ^)  +  t  —  e  sin  f]  (tan  d'  —  tan  If) 
+  (c  +  e  cos  f  sin  t)  (sec  d'  —  sec  ^) 

Now  reverse  the  declination  axis,  setting  the  hour  circle  at  a 
reading  differing  12*  from  the  former  reading,  and  repeat  the 
observation  on  the  same  stars  on  the  following  day.  We  shall 
then  have,  in  the  same  manner, 

2  3^  =  —  1/  sin  (r  ^-  i>)  —  i  +  t  sin  f\  (tan  d'  —  tan  d) 
—  {c  —  e  cos  ^  sin  t)  (sec  d'  —  sec  S) 

The  half  difference  of  these  equations  is 

(f  —  q=^(i  —  «  sin  f )  (tan  d'  —  tan  d)  —  c  (sec  d*  —  sec  9)  (270) 

from  which,  c  being  previously  known,  we  find  the  value  of 
i  —  €  sin  if.  The  hour  circle  is  here  used  only  to  set  the  instru- 
ment approximately  in  the  reverse  position,  and  so  that  the  values 
of  r  in  the  second  members  of  all  the  equations  may  be  regarded 
as  equal  to  each  other  in  the  computation  of  the  small  terms. 
We  thus  find  the  combination  i  —  e  sin  ip  independently  of  the 
circle  reading ;  but  we  cannot  separate  i  without  such  reading. 

Third. — The  quantities  $  and  tj  may  be  found  independently 
of  the  reading  of  the  circles  by  observing  the  same  star  at  its 
upper  and  lower  culminations,  and  also  at  its  east  and  west 
trarsits  over  the  six  hour  circle,  without  revolving  the  telescope 
upon  the  declination  axis,  and  measuring  the  distance  of  the  star 
in  declination  from  the  sight  line  with  the  micrometer.     Thus, 
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for  r  =  0  and  r  =  180°,  the  reading  of  the  declination  circle 
being  constant,  and  /,  and  /,  the  micrometer  distances  of  the 
star  from  the  sight  line  in  the  two  observations,  r^  and  r,  the 
refractions,  and  d  the  true  declination,  we  have 


d 


—  rj=(i  +  A<i4-/i  —  ^  —  e (sin  f  cos  d  —  cos  f  sin  d) 
+  r,  =  <i  +  A<^+/i  +  f  —  ^  (si'i  9  cos  d  +  cos  ^  sin  d) 


and  the  difference  of  these  equations  gives 

f  =  i  CA  -  /.)  +  H^  +  O  +  «  COS  9  sin  S  (271) 

For  r  =  90°  and  r  =  270°,  we  have 

a  +  fj  =  rf  +  Arf  +  /i  —  17  —  e  sin  9>  cos  ^ 

^  +  fg  =  d[  +  A(i  +  /,  +  ij  —  e  sin  f  cos  d 

in  which  Tj  and  r,  will  be  equal  if  no  change  in  the  meteoro- 
logical instruments  has  occurred.  The  difference  of  these  equa- 
tions gives 

^  =  K/i-A)--K^-^)  (272) 

258.  A  precise  determination  of  the  constants  would  be  re- 
quired if  the  instrument  were  to  be  used  for  determining  abso- 
lute hour  angles  and  declinations.  But  so  large  an  instrument 
is  liable  to  be  so  much  affected  by  its  own  weight  and  by  changes 
of  temperature  that  we  could  not  rely  upon  the  constancy  of 
its  condition  for  the  intervals  of  time  that  must  necessarily 
elapse  between  the  determinations  of  its  errors  and  its  applica- 
tion to  the  observation  of  absolute  positions  of  stars.  Hence  its 
chief  application  is  to  the  measurement  of  small  differences  of 
ri^ht  alscensioD  and  declination,  or  of  distance  and  position  angle 
of  two  stars  with  its  micrometer.  The  advantages  of  the  equa- 
torial system  of  mounting  for  this  application  are  obvious. 

The  methods  of  conducting  these  micrometer  observations  are 
discussed  in  the  next  chapter. 
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CHAPTER  X. 


MICROMETRIG  OBSERYATIOKS. 


I  SHALL  confine  myself  to  those  micrometers  which  have  been, 
most  generally  approved  by  astronomers,  either  for  their  con- 
venience or  their  accuracy,  and  which  are  more  or  less  in  com- 
mon use  at  the  present  day. 
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259.  This  has  already  been  fully  described  in  Chapter  IE., 
where  also  the  methods  of  finding  the  angular  value  of  a  re- 
volution of  the  screw  have  been  given.  Those  applications  in 
which  this  micrometer  is  but  an  aiuxHioTy  of  some  principal  instru- 
ment— as  in  the  transit  instrument,  meridian  circle,  &c. — ^have 
already  been  treated  of  under  their  appropriate  heads.  We  are 
here  to  consider  it  as  the  principal  instrument,  and  the  telescope 
as  the  auxiliary:  consequently^  we  are  to  suppose  the  tele- 
scope to  be  mounted  with  special  reference  to  the  convenience 
of  micrometric  observations,  or,  in  short,  to  be  an  equatorial 
telescope.  We  also  suppose  it  to  be  furnished  with  a  position 
circle,  constituting  it  a  pontion  micrometer  (Art.  49). 

TO   FlWn  THE  niSTANCB  AND   POSITION   ANGLE  OF  TWO   STARS*  WITH 

THE  FILAR   ttlCROMETER. 

260.  With  the  equatorial  mounting,  the  telescope  can  be 
readily  directed  to  the  stars  at  any  time  by  setting  the  circles  to 
the  known  hour  angle  and  declination  of  the  middle  point 
between  the  stars.  Moreover,  the  automatic  movement  of  this 
instrument  (by  the  driving  clock),  by  means  of  which  the  stars 

*  I  say  **  stars/*  in  general,  for  breTify ;  but  the  methods  giyen  are  obviously 
appHeable  to  the  measurement  of  the  distance  and  position  angle  of  any  two  near 
points,  as  the  eospa  in  ft  eolar  eelipser  or  tq  the  meeeurement  of  apparent  semK 
dianeiere,  ko. 
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are  kept  in  a  constant  position  in  the  field,  is  indispensable  for 
the  exact  measurement  of  their  distance  and  position  angle. 

The  micrometer  is  to  be  revolved  until  its  transverse  thread, 
which  is  pf^rallel  to  the  screw,  passes  through  the  two  stars. 
The  zero  of  the  position  circle  {i.e.  the  reading  when  the  trans- 
verse thread  is  in  the  direction  of  a  circle  of  declination)  being 
known  =  P^y  and  P  being  the  reading  upon  the  stars,  we  have 
at  once  the  required  position  angle  p,  by  the  formula 

p=zP-^P^  (273) 

The  distance  of  the  stars  is  measured  at  the  same  time,  bj 
placing  the  fixed  micrometer  thread  (which  is  perpendicular  to 
the  transverse  thread)  upon  one  of  the  stars,  and  the  movable 
thread  upon  the  other.  The  reading  of  the  micrometer  now 
being  Jf  (revolutions),  and  its  zero  for  coincidence  of  the  threads 
being  J!fg,  the  required  distance  in  revolutions  of  the  micro- 
meter is 

m  =  Jf  —  Jtfo  (274) 

« 

If  i2  is  the  value  of  a  revolution  in  seconds  of  arc  (Arts.  42,  43, 
&c.),  and  9  =  the  observed  distance  in  arc,  we  then  have 

tan ^8  =  m tan B,        or,  nearly,        s  =  mB  (275) 

The  distance  m  may  also  be  found  by  placing  the  same  thread 
successively  upon  the  stars  and  taking  the  difference  of  the 
micrometer  readings,  thus  dispensing  with  the  fixed  thread  and 
with  the  determination  of  3/^.  It  will  be  still  better  to  use  two 
movable  threads  whose  constant  distance  is  known,  as  will  be 
illustrated  in  Art.  265. 

In  this  process,  we  should  bring  the  images  of  the  stars  on 
opposite  sides  of  the  middle  of  the  field,  and  at  very  nearly 
equal  distances  from  it.  The  position  angle  measured  is  then  the 
angle  between  the  arc  joining  the  stars  and  the  circle  of  decli- 
nation drawn  to  the  middle  point  between  the  stars.  Both  the 
distance  and  position  angle  thus  observed  are  apparent;  the  effect 
of  refraction  will  be  considered  hereafter. 

261.  Correction  of  the  observed  position  angle  for  the  errors  of  the 
equatorial  insirumenl. — The  preceding  process  would  be  complete 
if  the  zero  of  the  position  circle  always  corresponded  to  that 
position  of  the  transverse  thread  in  which  it  coincided  with  a 
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circle  of  declination.  The  adjustment  described  in  Art.  49— 
namely,  placing  the  micrometer  thread  so  that  an  equatorial  stai 
in  the  meridian  runs  along  the  thread — assumes,  1st,  that  the 
micrometer  thread  is  perpendicular  to  the  transverse  thread,  and, 
2d,  that  the  equatorial  instrument  is  in  perfect  adjustment  in  all 
respects,  so  that  the  transverse  thread,  once  adjusted  to  the  meri- 
dian, will  remain  in  the  direction  of  a  circle  of  declination  in  all 
other  positions  of  the  telescope. 

The  first  source  of  error  is  avoided  by  adjusting  the  transverse 
thread  independently  of  the  micrometer  threads.  This  will  be 
most  readily  done  by  directing  the  telescope  upon  a  distant  ter- 
restrial point,  and  revolving  the  micrometer  until  a  motion  of  the 
telescope  upon  the  declination  axis  alone  causes  the  point  to 
move  exactly  along  the  thread.  The  thread  then  represents  a 
declination  circle  of  the  instrument,  or  rather  a  circle  whose  pole 
is  that  of  the  declination  axis ;  and  we  take  the  reading  Pq  in 
this  position  as  the  zero  of  the  position  circle. 

The  second  source  of  error  is  next  to  be  removed  by  compuia- 
tioTiy  based  upon  the  actual  state  of  the  instrument.  The  distance 
of  the  stars  is  correctly  obtained  independently  of  the  errors  of 
the  equatorial  adjustment,  and  we  therefore  have  only  to  inves- 
tigate the  effect  of  these  errors  upon  the  position  angle.  The 
adjustment  of  the  thread  by  the  method  just  described  causes 
the  thread  to  be  at  right  angles  to  the  arc  QS^  Fig.  54, 
which  joins  the  pole  of  the  declination  axis  and  the  Q 
star.  If  P  is  the  celestial  pole  and  X  is  the  required 
correction  of  the  observed  position  angle,  we  have 
the  angle  QSP  =  90°  —  X.  Let  P'  be  the  pole  of  the 
instrument,  and  put 

QSP' =z90<>  —  Q,  PSP':=^i 

we  shall  then  have 

X  =  q  +  Q 

The  triangle  QSP'  ^ves,  with  the  notation  of  Art  246, 

,     ^       sin  t  —  sin  c  sin  d' 

sm  Q  = -— 

cos  c  cos  a 

or,  with  sufficient  precision, 

Q  =  I  sec  B  —  c  tan  d 


Fig.  hi. 
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To  take  the  flexure  of  the  declination  axis  and  telescope  into 
account,  we  see,  by  Art.  246,  that  we  must  increase  i  by  the  cor- 
rection cU  =  —  esin  ^,  and  c  by  the  correction  do  =^e  cos  ^  sin  r. 
Hence,  putting,  as  in  Art.  258, 

t^  =s  i  —  «  sin  ^ 

we  have 

Q  =  tj  sec  d  —  c  tan  d  —  e  cos  f  tan  d  sin  r 
The  triangle  PSP'y  with  the  notation  of  Arts.  245  and  247,  gives 

sin  r  sin  (r — S) 

Bin  q  = ' ^^ 

cos  d' 

or,  with  sufficient  precision, 

g  =  ;*  sin  (t  —  *)  sec  d 

and  it  is  evident  that  the  flexure  produces  no  sensible  eflfect  npon 
this  angle.    "We  have,  therefore, 

jl  =s  ^  sin (r  —  d)  Beo  d  -^^  i^Beo  i  —  c  tan  d  — e  cos f  tan  deinr  (276) 

This  formula  can  be  used  for  either  position  of  the  declination 
axis  by  observing  the  precepts  of  Art.  248 ;  but  if  we  wish  to  let 
d  always  represent  the  actual  declination,  and  regard  (276)  as 
applicable  to  the  case  in  which  the  declination  circle  precedes, 
we  shall  have,  for  the  case  in  which  it  foUows, 

i  =  7  sin  (t  —  d)  sec  d  —  t'l  sec  ^  +  <;  ti^n  ^  —  e  cos  f  tan  ^  sin  r  (276*} 

The  value  of  d  must  be  that  which  belongs  to  the  middle  of 
the  field,  or  the  mean  of  the  apparent  declinations  of  the  two 
stars. 

The  position  angle  resulting  from  the  observation  will  now  be 

i>  =  P~Po  +  ^  (2n> 

262.  The  constant  c  expresses  the  angle  between  the  optical 
axis  and  the  axis  of  eollimation ;  and  it  may  be  well  to  repeat 
here  the  definitions  of  these  terms  as  we  have  used  them.  The 
optical  axis  is  the  straight  line  drawn  through  the  optical  centre 
of  the  objective  and  the  centre  of  the  position  circle ;  and  the 
axis  of  eollimation,  the  straight  line  drawn  through  the  optical 
centre  of  the  objective  perpendicular  to  the  declination  axis. 
Now,  the  transverse  thread  may  not  pass  through  the  optical 
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axis,  but  may  have  a  certain  eccentriciiy:  hence,  to  obtain  the 
position  angle  according  to  the  above  formula  with  the  utmost 
rigor,  we  must  take  the  mean  of  two  observations  in  reversed 
positions  of  the  thread,  corresponding  to  readings  of  the  position 
circle  diflfering  180°. 

The  correction  i,  if  the  equatorial  adjustment  is  good,  will 
seldom  amount  to  one  minute  of  arc,  and  may  usually  be  disre- 
garded. The  importance  of  a  correct  detenninartion  of  the  posi- 
tion angle  increases  with  the  distance  of  the  stats,  since  an  error 
in  this  angle  will  produce  errors  in  the  deduced  relative  right- 
ascension  and  declination  of  the  stare  which  are  directly  propor- 
tional to  this  distance :  at  the  same  time,  the  greater  distance  is 
favorable  to  accuracy  in  the  observation  of  the  position  angle,. 
The  field  of  the  filar  micrometer,  however,  is  small,  diminishing 
as  we  increase  the  magnifying  power  for  the  sake  of  increased 
accuracy ;  and,  since  for  this  observation  both  stars  must  be  seen 
in  the  field  at  once,  we  are  obliged  to  use  low  powere  for  the 
greater  distances  (from  10^  to  20'),  and  thus  lose,  in  a  degree, 
the  advantage  which  the  increased  distance  would  otherwise 
afford.  This  difficulty  does  not  exist  in  the  use  of  the  heliometer^ 
for  which,  therefore,  a  greater  degree  of  refinement  in  the  deduc- 
tion of  the  position  angle  is  requisite,  and  the  above  correction 
becomes  of  greater  importance. 

263.  Rediwtion  of  the  observed  position  cmgU  to  the  mean  of  the 
position  angles  at  the  two  sftir^.— Let  S  and  S',  Fig.  65, 
be  the  stars,  P  the  celestial  pole,  S^^  the  middle  point  f 

between  the  stars,  and  let  the  arc  SS'  be  produced 
through  the  star  S'  towards  A.    Let 

f  =  PSA,  f  =  FS'A,  p  =  PS  J.. 

It  is  usual  to  assume  p  to  be  the  mean  of  j[>'  and  p", 
but  for  large  distimces,  and  when  the  stars  are  near 
the  pole,  a  correction  becomes  necessary.   If  we  put 

d,  d\  d^  z=z  the  declinations  of  3,  S%  S^ 
s  ==  the  distance  SS', 


0 


the  triangle  PSJS  gives 


006  3  cosy  2=  co9^sCoB  3^  COB  f  +  sift^«  sin  d^ 
COB  d  sin  p'  =  cos  d^  sin  p 
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whence  - 

cos  d  sin  (y  —  7?)  =  —  sin  }  «  sin  d^  f\np  +  sin*  \  s  cos  d^  sin  2  p 

cos  ^  cos  (^'  —  P)  =  cos  ^,  -j"  8^*^  i  *  8^"  ^0  c^^  i^  —  2  sin*  J  8  cos  ^^  cos*jj 

and,  developing  sin  |  s  and  sin  ^  ^  in  series, 

cos  i  sin  (y — p)  =  —  ^5  sin  ^^sinp  +  j^j «* cos  ^^  sin  2p  +  &c. 
cos  d  cos  (y  —  p)  =  cos  ^4,  +  i  «  sin  d^  cos  p  —  &c. 

Dividing  the  first  by  the  second,  and  putting  for  tan  {p'  —  p)  its 
value  in  series,  we  find 

p'  —  p  =  —  ^s  tan  ^^  Bin p  +  j^^8*s\n2p(l  +  2 tan* <JJ  —  iis*  +  &c. 

In  like  manner,  the  triangle  PSJS'  gives 

cos  ^'  cos  p"  =  cos  }  5  cos  d^  cos  p  —  sin  J  «  sin  d^ 
cos  d'  sin  p"  =  cos  d^  sin  ^ 

from  which  we  see  that  the  development  of  p"  —  p  will  be  ob- 
tained from  that  of  p'  —  phy  merely  changing  the  sign  of  $: 
hence 

p"  —  p  =  +  i  5  tan  <J^  sin;>  +  y'j,3»sin  2p(l  +  2tan»0  +  ^«*  +  &c. 

Neglecting  only  the  4th  and  higher  powers  of  5,  we  have,  there- 
fore, 

1  (/  + 1>")  -  i>  =  t'j  5'  sin  2p(l  +  2  tan«  ^.)  (278) 

which  is  the  required  correction  to  be  added  to  the  observed 
position  angle  p  to  reduce  it  to  the  mean  ^{p'  +  7)").  "When  s 
is  expressed  in  seconds  of  arc,  the  second  member  must  be  mul- 
tiplied by  sin  1". 

"We  also  find,  within  terms  of  the  8d  order, 

i  dp"  —  y )  =  i  «  tan  d,  sin  p  (279) 

The  purpose  of  the  observation  is  usually  to  determine  the 
place  of  one  star  from  that  of  another  which  is  given.  It  will 
be  convenient  hereafter  to  consider  the  observed  position  angle 
as  expressing  the  position  of  the  unknown  star  referred  to  tlie 
known:  thus,  in  the  above  formulfle  the  three  position  angles 
P'y  2^"j  P  are  all  reckoned  in  the  direction  from  the  known  to 
the  unknown  star,  p'  being  the  angle  at  the  former,  ;>"  the  angle 
at  the  latter,  and  p  the  angle  at  the  middle  point  between  Uie 
two  stars. 
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TO    FIND    THE    APPARENT    DIFFERENCE    OF    RIGHT    ASCENSION    AND 
DECLINATION   OF   TWO   STARS   WITH   THE   FILAR   MICROMETER. 

264.  First  Method. — Observe  the  distance  5,  and  the  position 
angle  p,  of  the  unknown  star  from  the  known  star,  by  the  pre- 
ceding method.  For  a  rigorous  method  of  computation  we 
mudt  first  reduce  the  observed  angle  to  the  mean  of  the  angles 
at  the  stars,  by  (278).  Thus,  if  we  denote  this  mean  by  p^,  we 
first  find 

p,  ==  p  +  y^g  s«  sin  1"  sin  2jp  (1  +  2  tan«  aj  (280) 

in  which  we  may  take  3^  =  the  mean  of  the  declinations  of  the 
stars,  which  may  be  found  with  sufficient  precision  by  a  rough 
preliminary  computation.  K  we  also  put  Ap  =  J  (p"  —  p'),  we 
find  in  the  next  place,  by  (279), 

Ap  =  ^  «  tan  d^  sin  p  (281) 

Now,  a,  d  denoting  the  right  ascension  and  declination  of  the 
known  star,  a',  d'  those  of  the  unknown  star,  the  triangle 
formed  by  the  two  stars  and  the  pole  gives,  by  the  Gaussian 
equations  of  Spherical  Trigonometry, 

sin  }  (^'  —  d)  cos  i  {a  —  a)  ==  sin  }  5  cos  p^ 

cos  }  (^'  —  d)  cos  i  (a'  —  a)  =  COS  J  8  COS  Ap 

sin  i  (5'  -f-  d)  sin  }  (a  —  «)  =  cos  }  s  sin  Ap 
cos  }  (d'  -J-  d)  sin  }  (a'  —  a)  =  sin  i  s  sin  p^ 

The  1st  and  2d  give 

tan  J(a'—  S)  =  tan  J«.-5^?A  (282) 

cos  Ap 

Having  thus  found  J  (S'  —  d\  we  also  have  ^(d^  +  d)  =  d  + 
J  {d'  —  3) ;  and  then  the  4th  equation  gives 

•    1  /  f         \        sin  J « sin  p,  zooox 

smiC'-a)  =  ^-^^j(^^  (288). 

For  an  approximate  method  of  computation,  sufilcient  in  most 
cases,  we  can  neglect  the  difterence  between  p  and  p^,  and,  con- 
sequently, also  neglect  terms  in  5*  in  (282)  and  (283),  so  that 
these  equations  will  become 

y^d=8cosp  I     .gg^ 

•'— •  =  «sinp8eoJ(a'+^)  )    ^      ^ 
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Example. — In  1846,  November  29,  at  the  Washington  Obser- 
vatory, Mr.  Sears  C.  Walker  observed  the  position  angle  and 
distance  of  the  planet  Neptune  from  a  star  as  follows : 

Sid.  time  =  0*  17-  52'  P  =  82^  35'.7  m  =;=  20.576  rev. 

For  the  zero  of  the  position  circle  he  found  P^  =  272®  88% 
and  the  value  of  a  revolution  of  the  micrometer  was  It  =  16".406, 
The  star's  apparent  place  was 

a  =  21»  51-  50**69  ^  5^  —  18«  25'  52".76 

Hence  we  have,  by  (284), 

P^P^=p  =  169^  5r.7    log  cos  p  n9.99830  log  sin  p  9.24182 

log  mE  =  log 8    2.50105 log^         2.50105 

^'  —  ^  =  —  5'  12'M4  log  (d'-^d)  n2.49435  iog  sec  ^  {S'+  d)  0.01212 
^  (^'+a)==— 13°  28'  29".     •'— o=+56".82=+8'.79  log(a'— a)  1.75449 

The  computation  by  the  rigorous  formulae  (282)  and  (283)  gives 
the  same  results.  Neglecting  the  differential  refraction,  which, 
will  be  treated  of  hereafter,  these  differences  applied  to  the 
given  place  of  the  star  give  for  the  place  of  Neptune  at  the 
sidereal  time  0*  17"*  62*, 

•'  =  21»  51-  54-.48  *'  =  —  13°  31'  4".90 

In  the  case  of  a  planet  the  place  thus  found  has  also  to  be  cor- 
rected for  its  parallax.     (Arts.  102,  108,  of  Vol.  I.) 

265.  When  one  of  the  stars  has  a  proper  motion^  the  mean  of 
several  observed  distances  and  position  angles  will  not  corre- 
spond precisely  to  the  mean  of  the  times.  To  proceed  rigorously 
in  that  case,  we  must  compute  the  differences  of  right  ascension 
and  declination  from  each  observation ;  and,  as  these  differences 
may  be  regarded  as  proportional  to  the  time,  their  mean  will 
correspond  to  the  mean  of  the  times.  But  a  briefer  method 
of  reduction  consists  in  employing  the  mean  of  the  observed 
distances  and  position  angles  corrected  for  second  differences.  Let 
5j,  «j,  ^3,  &c.  be  the  observed  distances,  and  s^  their  arithmetical 
mean ;  /?„  p^^  p^,  &c.  the  observed  position  angles,  and  p^  their 
arithmetical  mean;  2\,  7^,  7^,  &c.  the  corresponding  observed 
times,:  and  T  their  arithmetical  .mean.  Let  s  and  p  denote  the 
values  of  the  distance  and  position  angle  corresponding  to  the 
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itime  T.  We  have  only  to  find  s  and  p^  with  which  a  single  com- 
putation of  the  differences  of  right  ascension  and  declination 
will  give  the  quantities  required  for  the  time  T. 

Let  Aa,  aS  be  the  changes  of  right  ascension  and  declination 
in  one  sidereal  second.  K  a',  i'  are  the  values  which  corre- 
spond to  the  fime  T,  we  have 

8  Bin  p  =  (a'  —  o)  cos  }  (i'  -f  S) 
S  COSjp  =    d' —  d 

.and^  consequently, 

«j  sin  p^  =  (o'  —  •)  cos  J  (a'  +  ^)  +  Aa  (Tj  —  !r)  cos  }  (a'  -|-  d) 
«i  co8|>,  =  d'—d  4-  A^  (7\  —  T) 

Put 

T,  ^T  =  r.,  r.  -  rz=  r„  T,  ~  T^  T„  &c. 


and,  also, 

/  sin  d  =  Aa  cos  }  (a'  +  d) 
/  cos  ^  =  ^d 
then 

«j  sin  |?j  =  «  sin  ^  +  /  sin  ^.  r^ 
«j  COS  p^  =  ^  COS  |>  +  /  cos  d .  Tj 

w^hence 

«,.sin  (i?  —  jpj)  =/ sin  (;?  —  *). r, 

«1  cos  (^  —  Pj)  =  «  +  /  cos  (^  —  ^)  .  Tj 

These  equations  give,  first, 


']    (285) 


}      U) 


1  +-^COS0?  —  d).Ti 


-which  developed  in  series  [PL  Trig.  Art.  257]  gives 

.=„     .    /.Bio(j>-^),  /'.sin2(p-^)r,' 

^      ^'  ^  «        sin  r         '       «•         sin  1"  2  ^ 

XIach  obserratioii  gives  an  eqaation  of  this  form ;  and  the  mean 
of  n  such  equations,  observing  that  Xr  =  0,  is 

_      „  _/'  8in2(p-»)  I^ 
'^^P'      a«'       Binl"       ■2» 
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where  we  neglect  terms  of  the  third  and  higher  orders.    Here  r 
is  expressed  in  seconds  of  time,  and  we  have,  very  nearly, 

T*  _     28in«tr 
2  ""  (15  sin  !")• 

If  we  employ  the  quantity  m  given  by  Table  V., — i.^. 

2  Bin*  \  r 

^  =  -^i^r" 

oar  formula  will  become 

0  =  0,— ( ^ \iin2(p  —  ^)—  (286) 

^      ^*      \16a8inl"/  '"^         ''    n  ^       ^ 

Again,  the  sum  of  the  squares  of  the  equations  (A)  gixea 

«,•  =  «»  +  2/3  cos  Cp  _  *) .  T,  +  (/r,)« 
whence 

=  l  +  Zcos(i>-^).r,+^|^)'8in«(i>-*) 

where  the  terms  of  the  third  order  are  neglected.    The  mean 
of  n  equations  of  this  kind  is 

^0^1    ,   /'sin«(p-i»)  Jr* 
«  ««  2n 

and,  if  M  is  the  modulus  of  common  logarithms,  we  have,  very 
nearly, 

log.  =  log,.-J.f   —     -^-p^-  (287) 

It  will  be  convenient  to  find  the  correction  of  p^  in  minutes 
of  arc,  and  the  correction  of  log  5^  in  units  of  the  fifth  decimal 
place ;  for  which  purpose  we  have  to  divide  the  last  term  of 
(286)  by  60,  and  multiply  the  last  term  of  (287)  by  10*.  It  will 
also  be  convenient  to  let  ^a  and  aS  be  the  changes  of  right  as- 
cension and  declination  in  one  minute  of  mean  time^  as  they  will 
usually  be  given  in  this  form ;  and  then  *we  must  divide  /  by 
60.164  (=  no.  of  sid.  seconds  in  1"*  of  mean  time).  With  these 
modifications  our  formulee  will  become 

1>  =  1>,  —  [2.93984]  ^  sin  2{p  —  ^)  — 

'ft  ""t  )    (288) 

log  8  =  log  s^  —  [4.04185]  L  8in«  (|i  —  #)  — 

^  n 
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Mrhere  the  logarithm  of  the  constant  factor  is  given.  The  quan- 
tities Aa,  ^dyfy  and  s  are  supposed  to  be  expressed  in  seconds 
of  arc. 

266.  Second  Method.— Set  the  declination  circle  of  the  equa- 
torial instrument  to  the  mean  declination  of  the  two  stars ;  direct 
the  telescope  to  a  point  a  little  in  advance  of  the  stars,  and  clamp 
the  hour  circle.  The  telescope  being  fixed,  the  diurnal  motion 
will  carry  the  stars  across  the  field.  Set  the  transit  threads  {Le. 
the  transverse  thread  and  the  threads  parallel  to  it)  in  the 
direction  of  a  circle  of  declination,  and,  as  the  stars  pass  across 
the  field,  observe  the  clock  times  of  their  transits  over  the  threads. 
At  the  same  time,  set  the  micrometer  thread  upon  the  two  stars 
successively  as  each  passes  the  middle  of  the  field,  and  read  the. 
inicrometer  interval  between  them ;  this  will  give  at  once  the 
difiTerence  of  declination.  The  diflTerence  of  right  ascension  will 
be  the  difterence  between  the  observed  clock  times  of  transit  of 
the  two  stars  over  the  same  threads,  this  difference  being,  of 
course,  reduced  to  a  sidereal  interval  when  necessary,  and  also 
corrected  for  clock  rate. 

For  the  reduction  of  defective  transits,  it  is  necessary  to  know 
the  intervals  of  the  threads,  which  will  be  found  as  in  lie  transit 
instrument  (Art.  131). 

K  one  of  the  bodies  has  a  proper  motion,  the  differences 
obtained  are  those  which  belong  to  the  instant  when  this  body 
was  observed. 

It  is  usual,  in  observations  of  this  kind,  to  avoid  all  consider- 
ation of  the  errors  of  the  equatorial  instrument,  by  adjusting 
the  movable  micrometer  thread  at  the  time  of  the  observation 
so  that  the  star  runs  along  the  thread.*  If  the  transit  threads 
are  exactly  perpendicular  to  the  micrometer  thread,  they  will  be 
(very  nearly)  parallel  to  a  circle  of  declination  drawn  through 

*  This  method  is,  howeyer,  not  strictly  correct;  for  the  apparent  path  of  a  star  is 
not  precisely  perpendicular  to  the  circle  of  declination,  on  account  of  the  difference 
of  the  refraction  at  different  points  of  this  path.  The  error  is,  indeed,  extremely 
small,  except  when  the  senith  distance  is  yery  great ;  but,  if  we  wish  to  proceed  with 
the  utmost  precision,  we  can  set  the  threads  by  meians  of  the  position  circle.  If  the 
xero  Pq  of  the  position  circle  has  been  determined  as  in  Art.  261,  and  the  circle  is 
set  to  this  reading,  the  threads  will  make  the  angle  X  with  a  true  circle  of  declina- 
tion ;  consequently,  8  and  d*  being  the  declinations  of  the  stars,  we  must  add  the 
correction  ^(8^ —  S)  sinX  seciT  to  the  obsenred  time  of  transit  of  the  star  whose 
declination  is  d*.  The  angle  X  will  be  found  by  (276). 
Vol.  II.— 26 
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the  centre  of  the  field ;  but,  to  eliminate  any  error  arising  from 
a  defect  of  perpendicularity,  the  threads  should  be  revolved  180^ 
by  the  position  circle,  and  the  observation  repeated ;  and  in  a 
series  of  consecutive  observations  there  should  be  a  like  number 
of  observations  in  these  two  positions. 

The  slide  moved  by  the  screw  is  often  provided  with  three 
micrometer  threads  the  constant  distance  of  which  from  each 
other  is  known,  and  each  of  the  two  bodies  is  observed  on  the 
thread  which  is  nearest  to  it.  By  this  arrangement  we  are 
enabled  to  measure  a  large  difference  of  declination  with  but  a 
small  motion  of  the  screw,  which  often  facilitates  the  observa- 
tion, especially  when  the  stars  have  nearly  the  same  right  ascen- 
sion, and,  consequently,  pass  the  middle  of  the  field  nearly  at 
the  same  time. 

The  equatorial  mounting  enables  us  to  repeat  the  observation 
as  often  as  we  please,  with  the  greatest  facility.  After  each  ob- 
servation we  have  only  to  revolve  the  instrument  a  small  dis- 
tance upon  the  hour  axis  and  clamp  it  again  a  little  in  advance 
of  the  objects. 

Example. — In  1846,  November  29,  at  the  Washington  Obser- 
vatory, Mr.  Walker  observed  th6  difference  of  right  ascension 
and  declination  of  the  planet  Neptune  and  a  star  as  below.  The 
micrometer  was  adjusted  so  that  thjs  star  ran  along  a  micrometer 
thread.  There  were  three  micrometer  threads,  numbered  1,  2,  3, 
of  which  1  was  nearest  the  micrometer  head,  and  the  constant 
distance  between  2  and  3  was  29.988  revolutions.  The  readings 
of  the  micrometer  increased  with  the  declination.  The  value 
of  a  revolution  was  -R  =  16".406. 


Transit  Thread. 
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The  star's  place  was 

a  =  21*  50"'  8-.99  ^  =  —  13°  23'  35'Ml 

^nd  therefore,  neglecting  the  differential  refraction  and  the 
planet's  parallax,  we  have 

J  =  21»  51"  M'.29  d'  =  —  13°  31'  3".33 

which  helong  to  the  time  when  ITeptune  was  observed.  The 
clock  correction  was  —  3"*  81'.7,  and  therefore  the  place  deter- 
mined corresponds  to  the  sid,  time  28*  28*  28'.7. 

Five  observations  of  the  same  kind  were  taken  successively, 
which  gave  at  the  sid.  time  23*  30*  56',  a'  —  a  =  +  l*  45',23, 
J'  -  (J  =  —  7'  29".40. 

267.  Third  Method. — ^When  the  telescope  follows  the  motion 
of  the  stars  automatically  with  great  accuracy,  we  may  measure 
the  difference  of  right  ascension  by  placing  the  micrometer 
threads  at  right  angles  to  the  diurnal  motion  and  setting  the 
fixed  thread  upon  one  star  and  the  movable  thread  upon  the 
other.  The  middle  point  of  the  arc  joining  the  stars  should  be 
as  nearly  as  possible  in  the  centre  of  the  field.  If,  then,  m  is 
the  distance  of  the  threads,  and  its  equivalent  in  arc  is  5  =  mi?, 
we  shall  have,  very  nearly,  sin  (a'  —  a)  ^  2  sin  J  5  sec  5o,  in  which 
8^  is  the  mean  declination.  This  method  will  not  be  used  for 
stars  far  from  the  equator,  and  therefore  in  all  practical  cases 
we  may  take  a'  —  a  =  5  sec  i^  The  objection  to  this  method  is, 
that  the  difference  of  declination  is  not  found  at  the  same  time. 

THE   HELIOMETBR. 

268.  This  instrument  belongs  to  the  class  of  double  image  mi- 
crometers. The  object  glass  of  an  equatorially  mounted  tele- 
scope is  bisected,  the  plane  of  the  section  passing  through  the 
optical  axis  of  the  lens,  and  the  two  semi-lenses,  set  in  separate 
metallic  frames,  slide  upon  each  other  in  a  direction  parallel  to 
the  line  of  section.*  Either  semi-lens  can  be  moved,  and  the 
amount  of  its  motion  measured,  by  a  micrometer  screw.  Each 
semi-lens  forms  a  complete  image  of  a  distant  object  at  the  prin- 

*  The  dupIicAtlon  of  the  image  by  means  of  two  complete  lenses  was  inyented  by 
^ouGUBR,  in  1748.  The  improvement  of  Bubstitnting  the  two  halves  of  a  single  lens 
was  8L>rny  after  made  by  John  Dollond. 
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cipal  focus.  These  images  (in  a  perfect  instrument)  are  super- 
posed, and  form  butr  a  single  image  at  the  focus,  when  the  two 
semi-lenses  are  in  their  primitive  position  forming  a  single  cir- 
cular lens ;  but  when  the  optical  centres  of  the  two  semi-lenses 
are  separated  by  the  sliding  motion*  the  two  images  at  the  focus 
are  separated  from  each  other  by  a  distance  equal  to  the  distance 
of  the  centres  of  the  semi-lenses.  The  instrument  thus  arranged 
becomes  a  micrometer  adapted  for  the  measurement  of  small 
angular  distances  in  general,  but,  from  its  supposed  peculiar 
adaptation  to  the  measurement  of  the  sun's  diameter,  has  re- 
ceived the  name  of  the  heliomeier.  Thus,  if 
***    '  A  (Fig.  66)  is  the  image  of  the  sun  formed 

at  the  focus  when  the  centres  of  the  semi- 
lenses  are  coincident,  and  one  semi-lens  is 
then  moved  until  the  image  it  forms  is  in 
the  position  -4',  so  that  its  limb  is  in  appa- 
rent contact  with  that  formed  by  the  other  semi-lens,  the  motion 
of  the  semi-lens,  as  measured  by  the  micrometer  screw,  gives 
the  measure  of  the  angular  diameter  of  the  sun  as  soon  as  the 
angular  value  of  a  revolution  of  the  screw  is  known. 

Again,  if  j4  and  B  (Fig.  67)  are  the  images  of  two  stars  when 
the  semi-lenses  are  coincident,  and  if  (the  direction 
A      B  of  the  line  of  section  of  the  lens  being  made  to  coin- 

•  ♦  •  cide  with  that  of  the  line  joining  the  stars)  one  semi- 
"*'  ^  lens  is  moved  until  the  image  of  A  is  seen  at  5, 
while  that  of  B  is  moved  to  -B',  the  motion  of  the  lens  as  given 
by  the  screw  determines  the  angular  distance  of  the  stars.  The 
position  angle  of  the  two  stars  will  also  be  determined  by  the  angle 
which  the  line  of  section  makes  with  a  declination  circle ;  and 
for  this  purpose  the  whole  lens  is  mounted  so  as  to  be  revolved  in 
a  plane  at  right  angles  to  its  optical  axis,  and  its  position  at  any 
time  is  shown  by  a  graduated  position  circle  attached  to  the  tube 
of  the  telescope. 

Such  is  the  general  principle  of  the  instrument ;  but  in  order 
to  give  precision  to  the  observation,  it  is  necessary  that  the 
observed  point  of  coincidence  of  two  images  should  be  in  the 
optical  axis  of  the  complete  lens,  and  that  these  images  should 
be  separated  by  moving  the  semi-lenses  in  opposite  directions 
and  equal  distances  on  each  side  of  this  axis ;  or,  if  these  condi- 
tions are  not  exactly  or  approximately  satisfied,  that  we  should 
have  the  means  of  computing  the  correction  which  the  observed 
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measure  requires.  For  this  purpose,  the  ocular  is  also  provided 
with  a  micrometer  screw  and  a  position  circle,  and  the  position 
of  the  point  of  contact  of  two  images,  with  respect  to  the  line 
joining  the  centres  of  the  two  position  circles,  can  be  determined. 
The  mode  of  using  the  data  thus  obtained  will  be  discussed  in 
the  general  theory  of  the  instrument  hereafter  given. 

269.  Plate  XV.  represents  the  heliometer  of  the  Konigsberg 
Observatory,  with  which  Bessel  determined  the  parallax  of 
"61  CygnL  The  focal  length  of  the  telescope  is  102  inches,  the 
diameter  of  the  lens  is  6J  inches.  The  equatorial  mounting 
needs  no  special  explanation,  as  it  is  essentially  the  same  as 
that  described  in  the  preceding  chapter,  except  that  the  stand  is 
here  of  wood  and  adjustable  by  means  of  four  foot  screws.  The 
sliding  motion  of  the  semi-lenses  is  produced  by  the  micrometer 
screws  a,  6,  which  are  moved  by  the  observer  by  means  of  the 
rods  a'  and  6'.  The  measure  of  the  motion  is  obtained  either 
from  the  graduated  heads  of  the  micrometer  screw  or  from  two 
graduated  scales,  which  are  read  by  the  microscopes  e  and  /. 
The  latter  method  is,  however,  chiefly  used  as  a  check  upon  the 
former,  and  also  to  verify  the  regularity  of  the  screw.  The 
revolution  of  the  lens  about  the  axis  of  the  tube  is  effected  by 
a  rack  {hh)  and  pinion,  which  is  out  of  view  in  the  drawing, 
but  is  acted  upon  by  the  rod  c.  In  order  to  read  the  micrometer 
and  position  circle  after  an  observation  is  completed,  the  tele- 
scope has  only  to  be  revolved  upon  the  declination  axis  until  its 
object  end  is  brought  to  a  convenient  position  for  reading. 

It  greatly  facilitates  the  successive  repetitions  of  the  observation 
to  employ  the  automatic  movement  by  clock-work ;  for  after  an 
observation  the  telescope  can  be  revolved  upon  the  declination 
axis  without  stopping  the  clocks  and  after  reading  the  micrometer 
and  position  circle  it  can  be  restored  to  its  former  position  in 
declination,  and  the  objects  will  be  still  in  the  field. 

It  is  one  of  the  chief  advantages  of  the  heliometer  that  the 
precision  of  the  observation  is  not  impaired  by  the  diurnal 
motion ;  for  evien  when  we  do  not  employ  the  driving  clock,  a 
good  result  is  obtained  whenever  we  have  made  a  contact  of  the 
images  of  the  observed  points  near  the  centre  of  the  field.  The 
automatic  movement  is,  therefore,  not  essential  to  secure  the 
accuracy  oi  the  observation  (as  it  is  in  the  case  of  the  filar  mi- 
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crometer),  but  is  chiefly  important  as  facilitating  the  repetition 
of  the  observation. 

[t  has  been  objected  to  the  heliometer  that  the  optical  per- 
formance of  a  semi-lens  is  imperfect.  In  fact,  it  appears  that, 
although  the  correction  for  spherical  aberration  of  a  complete 
lens  may  be  perfect,  it  is  not  perfect  for  each  half  of  the  lens, — 
at  least,  it  has  not  been  found  perfect  in  the  instruments  of  this 
kind  heretofore  constructed.  There  is  also  some  injkxion  of  the 
rays  of  light  produced  at  the  line  of  section.  The  combined 
effect  of  these  causes  is  an  elongation  of  the  separated  images  in 
a  direction  at  right  angles  to  the  line  of  section.  Another  ob- 
jection is,  that  the  brightness  of  each  of  the  images  is  but  one- 
half  that  of  an  image  formed  by  the  whole  lens.  It  has  also  been 
found  that  when  the  two  eemi-lenses  are  in  their  primitive  posi- 
tion,  forming  a  single  complete  lens,  the  two  superposed  images 
do  not  always  form  a  single  constant  image,  but  that  in  a  dia* 
turbed  state  of  the  air  the  images  are  frequently  seen  to  separate 
momentarily.  This  effect,  of  which  no  entirely  satisfactory  ex- 
planation has  been  suggested,  has  been  observed  in  most  if  not 
all  the  heliometers. 

But  these  optical  defects  are  more  than  compensated  by  the 
superior  accuracy  in  the  measurement  of  distances,  resulting 
from  the  great  precision  with  which  contacts  and  coincidences 
of  images  can  be  observed.  The  elongation  of  the  images,  being 
in  a  direction  at  right  angles  to  the  observed  distance,  has  no 
sensible  effect  upon  its  measure,  and  its  minute  effect  upon  the 
position  angle  is  eliminated  by  repeating  the  obser^^ation  with 
opposite  motions  of  the  semi-lenses,  that  is,  by  interchanging 
the  images.  The  tremulous  motion  of  stars  arising  from  a  dis- 
turbed state  of  the  air  is  in  general  common  to. the  images  of 
both  objects,  and,  therefore,  does  not  affect  the  observation  of  a 
contact;  and  the  momentary  separation  of  the  images  above  re- 
ferred to,  which  when  the  semi-lenses  are  separated  produces 
a  slight  tremulous  motion  of  each  image,  does  not  cause  the 
images  to  appear  so  unsteady  relatively  to  each  other  as  the 
single  image  formed  by  a  complete  lens  relatively  to  the  thread 
of  the  filar  micrometer.  Finally,  the  experience  of  Bbssel  and 
others  in  the  actual  use  of  the  instrument  has  proved  that  the 
probable  error  of  a  single  measure,  whether  of  distance  or  posi- 
tion angle,  is  less  than  in  the  use  of  any  other  micrometer.* 

*  See  Bbssel's  account  of  the  Kdoigsberg  heliometer,  A9(ron,  Nach,  VoL  VIIL 
pp.  411-426. 
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The  heliometer  possesseB  a  great  advantage  over  all  other 
micrometers  in  the  measurement  of  comparatively  large  dis- 
tances. With  a  filar  micrometer  the  distances  observed  must  be 
the  less  the  higher  the  magnifying  power  employed,  since  the 
livhole  distance  must  be  in  the  field  of  view;  but  no  such  restric- 
tion exists  with  the  heliometer,  where  only  the  point  of  contact 
or  coincidence  of  two  objects  is  required  to  be  in  the  field. 
With  the  Konigsberg  instrument  above  described,  a  distance  of 
1^  52'  can  be  measured. 

GEKEBAL   THSORT  OF  THB   HBLIOMBTER. 

270.  In  the  following  discussion  of  the  mathematical  theory 
of  the  heliometer  I  shall  chiefly  follow  Bessel.* 

I  shall  first  investigate  the  general  formulae  which  determine 
the  position  of  any  point  of  the  celestial  sphere  observed  with 
one  semi-lens,  the  data  being — 1st,  the  declination  and  hour  angle 
of  the  point  of  the  sphere  which  is  in  the  heliometer  axiSy  which 
point  may  be  called  the  pole  of  the  heliometer  axis ;  2d,  the 
position  of  the  semi-lens  with  respect  to  this  axis,  as  given  by 
the  micrometer  and  position  circle  of  the  objective;  8d,  the 
position  of  the  point  in  the  field  where  the  image  is  observed, 
as  given  by  the  micrometer  and  position  circle  of  the  ocular. 

By  the  heliometer  axis  is  here  meant  the  straight  line  which 
joins  the  centres  of  the  position  circles  of  the  objective  and 
ocular ;  and  we  shall  here  apply  to  this  axis  the  notation  which 
in  the  theory  of  the  equatorial  instrument  (Art  245)  was  applied 
to  the  sight  line.  Thus,  90°  —  c  will  now  express  the  distance 
of  the  pole  of  the  heliometer  axis  from  the  pole  of  the  declina- 
tion axis.  If  then  we  denote  by  S^  and  r^  the  declination  and 
hour  angle  of  the  pole  of  the  heliometer  axis,  we  shall  have,  by 
(258), 

8,=:d+Ad—r<^os(T^  —  ^)  I    ,289) 

Tj  =  ^  -f-  Af  —  ^^  sin  (Tj  —  &)  tan  d^-\-  ceeo  d^  —  i^  tan  \    )      ^ 

i9vhere  d  and  i  are  the  readings  of  the  declinati'on  and  hour  circles, 
and  ^dy  a^,  t*,  i9,  e,  and  \  are  the  constants  of  the  equatorial  in- 
strument, supposed  known.  The  terms  depending  on  the  flexure 
are  here  omitted,  as  not  sensibly  affecting  micrometric  observa« 

*  Attronomitehe  UnUrnuehungen^  Vol.  I.,  Theorie  eines  mit  einem  Heliometer  vtreehenen 
^juatoreal-lnstrumentt.  See,  howeyer,  also  HwaiRH^a  AuefuhrlieheMethode  mit  dem 
^aunko/er$ehen  Heliometer  Vereuche  atuueteUent  4to.  Goiha,  1827. 
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tioiis,  excepting  only  the  term  cBin^tan(}p  which,  on  account 
of  the  factor  tan  ^|,  may  be  supposed  to  become  sensible  for 
stars  very  near  the  pole ;  and  this  term  is  included  in  our  for- 
mula by  the  substitution  of  i|  =  i  —  t  sin  f. 

It  is  assumed  that  th^  images  of  infinitely  distant  points 
formed  by  each  semi-lens  are  mathematical  points,  that  they  all 
lie  in  the  same  focal  plane  perpendicular  to  the  heliometer 
axis,  and  that  the  straight  lines  joining  these  points  and  their 
images  pass  through  the  optical  centre  of  the  semi-lens.  Let 
this  optical  centre  be  denoted  by  0.  The  point  0  is  moved  by 
the  micrometer  screw  in  a  plane  which  is  at  right  angles  to  the 
heliometer  axis  and  in  a  line  which  should  pass  through  that 
axis;  but  a  perfect  adjustment  in  this  respect  will  not  be 
assumed,  and  rwe  shall  suppose  that  the  line  in  which  the  p*oint 
0  moves  is  at  the  distance  b  from  the  heliometer  axis.  The 
position  of  the  point  0  in  this  line  at  any  time  will  be  deter- 
mined by  the  micrometer  reading  m,  together  with  the  reading 
that  corresponds  to  some  assumed  point  of  the  line  as  an  origin. 
Let  this  origin  be  the  point  of  the  line  which  is  at  the  least  dis- 
tance (=  b)  from  the  heliometer  axis,  and  let  a  be  the  reading 
when  0  is  at  this  point ;  then  the  distance  of  0  from  this  origin 
at  any  time  will  be  expressed  by  m  —  a. 

The  direction  of  the  line  of  motion  of  the  point  0  at  any  time 
will  be  given  by  the  position  circle.  The  zero  of  the  position 
circle  will  be  the  reading  when  this  line  coincides  in  direction 
with  a  celestial  circle  whose  pole  is  the  pole  (Q)  of  the  declina- 
tion circle  of  the  instrument,  as  in  Art.  261.  If  we  here  denote 
this  zero  reading  by  n^,  and  the  reading  at  any  time  by  n,  the 
position  angle  of  the  line  of  motion  will  be 

=  w  —  w„  +  ^ 

in  which  we  have,  by  (276), 

A  =  ly  sin  (ti  —  *)  +  U]  s^c  ^1  —  (<J  +  «  cos  f  sin  r^)  tan  d^   (290) 

271.  Now,  in  order  to  express  the  position  of  the  point  0  in  a 
general  manner,  let  us  take .  two  planes  of  reference  at  right 
angles  to  each  other  passing  through  the  heliometer  axis,  and 
let  one  of  these  planes  be  the  plane  of  the  circle  of  declination 
passing  through  the  pole  of  this  axis.  Let  A  F,  Fig.  68,  be  the 
intersection  of  the  plane  of  the  circle  of  declination  with  the 
plane  of  motion  of  the  semi-lens ;  AJC  the  intersection  of  the 
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second  plane  of  reference  with  the  plane  of  motion ;  50  the  line 
in  which  the  optical  centre  0  of  the  semi-lens  moves;  AO^  the 
perpendicular  from  A  upon  BO.  Then,  according  to  the  nota- 
tion above  adopted,  we  have  AOi=b,  0^0  =  m'-  a,  and  ABO 
=  n  —  n^+  k^n  —  k^  where,  for  brevity,  we  put 

k  =  n^  —  k  (291) 

Hence  the  distance  of  0  from  the  two  planes  of  reference,  or 
its  co-ordinates  on  the  axes  -4Xand  A  F,  are  evidently 

a:  =  (m  —  a)  sin  (n  —  A-)  +  6  cos  (n  —  k) 
y  =  ^711  —  a)  cos  (n  --^k)  ^h  sin  (n  —  k) 

The  position  of  the  point  in  the  field  of  the  ocular,  at  which 
the  image  of  the  celestial  point  is  observed,  which  point  we  shall 
call  the  point  o,  will  be  determined  by  referring  it  to  the  same 
two  planes :  so  that  if  ft,  a,  v,  x,  j8  have  the  same  signification  for 
the  point  o  that  m,  a,  w,  A,  b  have  for  the  point  0,  the  co-ordinates 
of  0,  with  reference  to  these  planes  are 

^  =  O  —  o)  sin  (y  —  x)  +  i5  cos  (y  —  x) 
Ti  =^{fi  —  a) cos(v  —  x)  —  p  sin  (v  —  x) 

Fig.  59. 


The  direction  of  the  sight  line  oO^  or  that  of  a  star  whose  image 
is  observed  at  o,  can  now  be  determined  by  means  of  these  co- 
ordinates and  the  distance  /'  between  the  planes  of  motion  of  o 
and  0,  Conceive  a  straight  line  to  be  drawn  through  o,  parallel 
to  the  heliometer  axis.  This  line  and  the  heliometer  axis  have 
the  same  vanishing  point  in  the  celestial  sphere,  namely,  the  pole 
of  the  heliometer  axis.  Let  A^  Fig.  69,  be  this  point  of  the 
sphere,  8  the  star  in  the  sight  line  oO^  P  the  pole  of  the  heavens. 
The  plane  passed  through  the  line  oA  and  the  line  oO  makes 
with  the  plane  of  the  circle  of  declination  PA  the  angle  PAS=^7z\ 
and  the  angle  between  the  lines  oA  and  oO  is  measured  by  the 
arc  AS  =  A.  The  distance  of  0  from  the  line  oA  is  /'  tan  J, 
and  its  distances  from  the  plane  of  PA  and  the  plane  drawn 
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through  oA  at  right  angles  to  the  plane  of  PA  are /'tan  J  sin  n 
and  f'tSLU  A  cos  n.  These  distances  are  also  expressed  by  x  —  ^ 
and  y  —  rj\  and  hence  we  have  the  equ^^tions 

/'  tan  J  sin  ir  =  a;  —  f 
f  tan  J  cos  w  =  y  —  i^ 

If  we  take  the  linear  distance  of  the  threads  of  the  micrometer 
screw  of  the  objective  as  the  common  unit  of  measure  of  all  the 
quantities  m,  a,  A,  //,  a,  /},  /',  and  if  jB  is  the  angular  value  of  one 
revolution  of  the  screw,  we  have,  since  /'  is  the  focal  length  of 
the  lens, 

tan  J{  =  -— 

-   /' 

Hence,  the  above  expressions  divided  by/' give 

tan  J  sin  )r  =  tan  R  [(m  —  a)  sin  {n  —  K)  -{•  h  cos  (%  —  K) 

—  (ji  —  o)  sin  (f  —  k)  —  i^  cos  (v  —  x)J 

tan  J  cos  n  =  tan  B  [(m  —  a)  cos(n  —  k)  —  h  sin  (n  —  k) 

—  (/I  —  a)*  cos  (y  —  '»)  +  P  sin  (y  —  x)] 


(292) 


These  determine  J  and  ;r,  with  which  the  declination  3  and  hour 
angle  r  of  the  star  are  determined  by  means  of  the  formulae, 
derived  from  the  triangle  PAS^ 

sin  d  =  sin  d^  cos  J  -|-  cos  ^|  sin  J  cos  ir  ^ 
cos  d  cos  (tj —  r)  =  cos  d^  cos  J  —  sin  dj  sin  J  cos  ?f    v    (293) 
cos  d  sin  (tj —  r)  =  sin  J  sin  it  ) 

272.  We  can  now  proceed  to  the  determination  of  the  relative 
position  of  two  stars  S  and  <S'  whose  images  have  been  brought 
into  coincidence  by  giving  the  two  semi-lenses  different  positions. 
This  relative  position  is  expressed  (as  in  the  use  of  the  filar 
position  micrometer)  by  the  distance  s  =  S8\  and  the  position 
angle  at  the  middle  point  of  SS'  =  p.  Thus,  in  Fig,  56,  p.  396, 
5^j  being  the  middle  point  of  SS'j  we  have  PSJS'  =  p.  The 
declination  d^and  hour  angle  r^of  ^S^will  be  regarded  as  known. 

Let  us  distinguish  the  two  semi-lenses  by  the  numerals  I.  and 
n.,  and  let  the  formulae  (292)  and  (293)  refer  to  the  semi-lens  I. 
and  to  the  image  of  the  star  8  formed  by  it  Let  the  image  of  the 
star  S'  be  formed  by  the  semi-lens  11.,  and  let  the  several  quanti- 
ties referring  to  this  star  be  distinguished  by  accents,  excepting 
those  which  are  common  to  both  stars.  These  common  quanti- 
ties are — 1st,  the  readings  n  and  v  of  the  position  circles ;  2d,  the 
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micrometer  reading  [i  —  a  and  the  constants  ^  and  x  of  the 
ocular,  since  these  refer  to  a  single  point  of  the  field.  But  we 
shall  suppose  the  lines  of  motion  of  the  two  semi-lenses  to  he  not 
perfectly  parallel,  and  shall  therefore  express  tlie  angle  which 
the  line  of  motion  of  the  semi-lens  11.  makes  with  a  declina- 
tion circle  by  n  —  k';  so  that,  n^'  denoting  the  zero  reading  of  the 
position  circle  when  this  semi-lens  is  used,  we  have 

K=n;^k  (294) 

tan  J'  sin  w'  =  tan  R  [(m'  —  a')  sin  (n  —  A:')  -|-  V  cos  (n  —  hT) 

—  (/i  —  o)   sin  {y  —  x)  —  P  cos  (y  —  x)] 

tanJ'co8  3r'=  tan 22  [(m' —  a')  cos(n — k)  — U  sin  (n  —  K) 

—  (ai  —  o)   COS  (y  —  »<)  +  i^  sin  (w  —  x)] 

sin  d'  =  sin  \  cos  J'  -J-  cos  ^,  sin  J'  cos  v  \ 
cos  d*  cos  (Tj  —  t')  =  cos  ^,  cos  J'  —  sin  d^  sin  J'  cos  ;r'  96) 

cos  ^'  sin  (tj  —  t')  =  sin  J'  sin  w'  ) 

The  triangles  PS^  and  PS^'  (Fig.  55,  p.  395)  give 

sin  \8  e\r\  p=  —  cos  d  sin  (t^  —  t) 
sin  i  8  cos  j>^  —  sin  ^  cos  d^  -f  cos  d  sin  d^  cos  (r^  —  t) 
cos  i  8  =       sin  ^  sin  d^  -j-  cos  d  cos  ^^^  cos  (t^  —  r) 
and  )    (297) 

sin  }  8  sin  p  =      cos  d*  sin  (t^  —  t') 


(295) 


fein  \8  coB/>   == 
cos  is   = 


sin  d'  cos  d^  —  cos  d'  sin  <t^co8  (t^^ —  t') 
sin  ^'  sin  d^  +  cos  5'  cos  ^J^cos  (r^ —  t') 


From  these  equations  we  must  eliminate  8,  r,  8\  and  r',  since  the 
values  of  s  and  />,  resulting  from  the  observation,  are  to  be 
derived  only  from  the  declination  d^  and  hour  angle  r^  of  the 
middle  point  between  the  stars,  and  from  the  data  obtained  from 
the  instrument.  For  brevity,  let  us  write  u  and  v  instead  of 
tan  J  sin  ;r  and  tan  J  cos  ;r,  and  u'  and  v'  instead  of  tan  d'  sin  i:' 
and  tan  J'  cos  it*.  Also,  put  r  and  r'  for  >/(l  +  wif  +  vv)  and 
l/(l  +  mV  +  Vv').    The  equations  (298)  and  (296)  become 


rsin^  =  sin  ^,+  t?cos^,        T  ^^^^ItSf". 

T  cos  ^  COS  (Tj  —  t)  =  cos  \  —  V  sin  \ 

T  COS  ^  sin  (Tj  —  t)  =  u  If         ir    r 

and  Iv  Lrdrar}^ 

/  sin  ^'  =  sin  ^i  +  ^  cos  ^, 
/  cos  ^'  COS  (tj  —  r')  =  cos  ^^  —  r'  sin  ^,  ^^s^^  OalK  ta^ 

r'  cos  5'  sin  (tj  —  r')  =  m' 


t^ 


412  MICROMETRIC  OBSERVATIONS. 

These,  combined  with  (297),  give 

r  sin  i  «  sin^  =  —  cos  ^,sin  (r^—r^) —  u  cos  (r^, —  t^)-\-  v  sin  d^  gin  (t^^ — r,) 
r  sin  }  5  cos^  = — sin  <JjC08  d^-{-  cos  ^^sin  d^eos  (r^ —  t^) —  u  sin  d^  sin  (r^ — r^) 

— V  [cos  d^  cos  J^  +  "8^"  ^i  sin  d^^cos  (t^ — t^)] 
r  cos  i  «  =     sin  ^^sin  <5„+  cos  JjCOs  d^cos  (t^ — r,) — u  cos  d^ sin  (t^ — t,) 

+  V  [cos  (Jj  sin  d^ —  sin  d^  cos  d^  cos  (r^ — t^)]  (298) 

and 

r'sin  i  «  sin  2? = cos  ^j  sin  (r„ — t^)  -f-  w'  cos  (t^ — r^) — i?'  sin  d,  si n  (r^, — t^) 
r'8in}5COsp=sin  d^  coqS^ — cos^, sin ^^^ cos (T^^—rj)  +  u' sin 5^ sin (r^ — t^) 

+  v^  [cos  ^j  cos  t\  +  sin  ^,  sin  3^  cos  (r© —  tJ] 
/cos  i  « = sin  ^i  ain  ^0+  cos  d^  cos  ^o  cos  (r^ — t^) — ^'  cos  ^o  sii^  (^« —  "S"!) 

+ 1^'  [cos  d^  sin  (Jq —  sin  ^,  cos  ^o  cos  (t© — Tj)]  (2ft9) 

These  equations  not  only  determine  5  and  p^  but  also  give  a 
relation  between  (Jp,  r^and  d^,  Vy  To  find  this  relation,  multiply 
the  first  two  equations  of  (298)  by  r',  and  the  first  two  of  (299) 
by  r,  and  subtract  the  former  products  from  the  latter:  we  find 

0  =r  (r  -f-  f^)  cos cfj  sin  (r^  — Tj)'\-(r'u  -f-  ru')  cos  (r^  —  i^i) —('"'''  +  ^')  ^^^  ^i  «>!  (t^  —  'i) 
0  =-  (r  +  *■')  [sitt  <5j  COB  <5q  —  cos  S^  sin  d^  cos  (r^  —  rj]  -j-  ('"'«  +  *^')  ^i'*  <^o  ^^^  iU  —  ^i) 

4-  (r'v  +  f^')  [cos  rf^  cos  S^  4-  sin  <Jj  sin  d^  cos  (r^  —  r^)] 

which,  if  we  put 

tan  a  sm  G  = 

tan  a  cos  6r  =: ■ 

may  b^  «mtten  in  the  following  form : 

0  =  [cos  (Jj — sin  djtan y  co8(r]  sin  (r,, — rj)-}-tany  sin(?  co8(r^ — r,) 

sind,-fcoT^(¥.tan^cos6?      rj*^*  •>!/  %*  .^.^  » 
i-^ -*- — = [cos (5j — Bin  Ojtan g  cos Gj  cob{t^ — r^ ) — tan  ffumO Bin{T^ — r J 

If  we  multiply  each  of  these  by  cos^,  and  then  introduce  the 
auxiliaries  A  and  H,  determined  by  the  conditions 

sin  h   =  sin  ^  sin  G  '\ 

cos  h  sin  H  =  sin  g  cos  &  >  •  (301) 

cos  h  cos  H  =  cos  g  j 
we  shall  have 

0  =  cos  A  cos  (^j  +  H)  sin  (to  —  t^)  +  sin  h  ooft(To  —  t^) 

cos  h  sin  (\  +  -ff)  .        /*    ,    ttn       /  n        ■    r   •    / 

^^-J— ! ^  =  cos  A  cos  (^j  +  -tt  )  COS  (r^  —  r^)  —  sin  A  sm  (t^  — r^) 

tan  oa 
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from  vhich  we  deduce 

C08  h  8in  (d.-\-  R)       ,  ^  -         ..    ,   __^ 

^^-i— ! ~  cos  (To  —  Tj)  =  cos  A  008  (d,  +  ^) 

tan  ^0 


cos  h  »m  (d^  +  R)    .     .  .  .     . 
^-^-^ ^  sm  (t^ —  O  =  —  ^^^  ^ 


tan  ^^^ 


acd  the  sum  of  the  squares  of  these  gives,  by  a  simple  reduction, 

cos  h  sin  (^^  +  H)  =  sin  d^ 

J3y  the  combination  of  the  last  three  equations  we  have,  therefore, 

sin  S^  =  cos  h  sin  (d^  +  H)  '\ 

cos  d^  cos  (r^  —  Tj)  =  cos  h  cos  ((5,  +  iT)  I  (802) 

cos  c?^  sin  (t,  —  ^i)  =  —  8i>i  ^  j 

If  we  regard  3^  and  Ti  as  given  by  the  declination  and  hour  circles 
of  the  instrument,  with  the  aid  of  (289),  we  can  employ  these 
equations  to  obtain  8^  and  r^,;  or,  if  d^  and  r^  be  regarded  as  known, 
Tve  can  employ  the  same  equations  to  obtain  5,  and  ri,  and  then 
the  reading  of  the  declination  and  hour  circles  is  altogether  dis- 
pensed with. 

The  values  of  5  and  p  will  be  derived  from  the  following  equa- 
tions, which  are  obtained  by  adding  (298)  and  (299) : 


(/-]-/)  sin  is  sin p = (y! — u)  cos  (r,, — t^) — (t/ — v)  8in  \  sin  (t^ — Tj) 
C^+^) siu  i« cos/>  =  (m' — u)  sin  d^  sin  (t^  —  tJ 

+  (y' — v)  [cos  d^  cos  ^j+sin  d^  sin  ^^cos  (t^ — r^)] 
(r+r')  cos  }  «        =  2  [sin  ^j  sin  ^jj  +  cos  d^  cos  d^  cos  (r^  —  r^)] 

—  (u'+m)  cos  \  si  n  (r^  —  t,) 

+  (v'+r)  [cos  ^,  sin  d^ — sin  d^  cos  d^  cos  (To*~^i)] 


(303) 


In  these  rigorous  formulre,  every  thing  in  the  second  members 
is  known.  But  it  will  never  be  necessary  to  employ  them  in 
this  rigorous  form,  except  when  the  two  stars  are  so  near  to  the 
pole  that  the  quantities  m,  t?,  w',  v'  can  no  longer  be  regarded  as 
small  in  relation  to  the  polar  distance.  In  almost  all  cases, 
therefore,  an  approximate  development  of  the  formulie  will 
suffice ;  and  this  I  proceed  to  consider. 

273.  The  approximate  development  of  the  equations  (303), 
Tvhen  the  terms  involving  the  third  and  higher  powers  of  m,  r,  i«',  v' 
are  neglected,  is  extremely  simple,  and  would  lead  us  to  the 
formulae  usually  given  for  the  heliometer.    But  it  is  easy  to  see 


414  MICROMBTRIC   OBSERVATIONS. 

that  such  a  development  is  not  sufficiently  exact,  even  for  stars 
near  the  equator,  when  their  distance  approaches  to  the  maximum 
limit  (of  about  2°)  which  the  instrument  is  capable  of  measuring, 
unless  a  special  method  of  observation  is  exclusively  employed 
by  which  the  terms  of  the  higher  orders  are  rendered  practically 
insensible.  The  nature  of  such  methods  of  observation  w^ill  be 
seen  hereafter;  but,  in  order  ta  obtain  the  most  generally  useful 
formulae,  which  can  afterwards  be  simplified  and  adapted  to 
special  cases,  I  shall  follow  out  the  very  precise  development, 
given  by  Bbssel,  in  which  the  terms  of  the  third  order  are 
retained. 

In  order  to  develop  the  equations  (308)  as  far  as  terms  of  the 
third  order  in  u,  i?,  w',  y',  it  is  necessary  to  develop  the  factors 
by  which  u'  —  m,  r'  —  u,  u'  +  r,  r'  +  v  are  multiplied,  as  far  as 
terms  of  the  second  order  only.  If  in  (800)  we  substitute  the 
values  of  r  =  v''(l  +  ww  +  xm)  and  r'  =  ^/(l  +  l^'w'  +  r'  r'),  and 
develop  the  expressions,  we  shall  find  that  when  terms  of  the 
third  order  are  neglected  they  are  reduced  to 

tan  jr  sin  Cr  =  ^  (w'  -f  u) 
tan  g  cos  ©  =  ^  (u'  +  u; 

and  consequently  we  shall  have,  with  the  same  degree  of  approxi- 
mation, 

sin  ^  sin  ff  =  ^  (yl  -f  u) 

sin  g  cos  6r  =  ^  (r'  -|-  v) 

cos  g  =  l^i(u'  +  uy^i(ji/  +  vy 

The  equations  (802),  by  the  substitution  of  the  values  of  h  and  JS 
according  to  (801),  become 

sin  8^  =  sin  ^,  cos  g  -|-  cos  d^  sin  g  oos  (7 
cos  ^j cos(r^  —  Tj)  =  cos  dj  cos  g  —  sin  \  sin  g  cos  O 
cos  9^  sin  (r^  —  ''i)  =  —  si^  9  ^in  G 

from  which  follow,  also, 

cos  g  =  sin  ^,  sin  d^  -f  cos  *,  cos  8^  cos  (r^  —  r  J 
sin  g  cos  G  =  cos  ^,  sin  d^  —  sin  ^,  cos  ^^^cos  (r^  —  t,) 
sin  ^  sin  (7  =x  -^  cos  d^ sin(r^  —  r,) 

With  the  aid  of  these  equations  the  required  development  of 
(803)  is  readily  obtained.    We  find 
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(r+  O  8m}5  sin  J?  =  (ti'  —  u)  [1  —  J(tt'*+  «)«—  J(t/'  +  M)Haii»  ^J 

+  (v'  — V)  [K«' +  w)  ^n  ^0  —  i  (w' +  w)  (t/+ r)] 

(r  +  O  8in}«  cosp  =  (i/—  v)  [1  —  j  (i/  +  r)»  —  i(tt'  +  w)«tan«  (JJ 

—  i(tt'— u)(w'+tt)tan^„ 

(r+  O  cos}«=2  [1  +  i  (u' +  u)«  +  |(i;' +  r)*] 

or,  dividing  the  first  two  of  these  by  the  third, 

f 

2tan  is  sin;>=(tt'— w)[l— i(tt'+M)«— ^(t?'+v)«--J(w'+tt)«tanMj' 

+(v'-r)Q  K  +  «)  tan  ^,  -  i  (w'  + 1*)  («'  +  V)]        1 .304) 

— |(tt'  —  tt)  (tt'  +  u)  tan  ^^ 

in  which  we  are  now  to  substitute  convenient  expressions  for 
m'  —  w,  t?'  —  r,  w'  +  M,  r'  +  v. 

It  is  expedient  in  practice  to  make  all  our  observations  depend 
upon  but  one  of  the  micrometer  screws  of  the  two  semi-lenses, 
since  all  the  time  that  we  may  have  to  devote  to  the  investiga- 
tion of  the  errors  of  the  screws  may  then  be  expended  upon  this 
one.  Let  us  suppose  the  micrometer  screw  of  the  semi-lens  11. 
to  be  thus  adopted,  and  let  w  denote  the  angle  between  the  lines 
of  motion  of  the  semi-lens  IL  and  of  the  ocular,  so  that 

M?  =  (n  —  k')  —  (y  —  k) 

and  let/ and  l?^be  determined  by  the  conditions 

/  sin  J?'==  tan  B  [(m— a)8in  (/:'— Ar)+6  cos  (A'— A:)+(/i— a)  sin  w—fieon  to] 
fcosF=  tan  E  [(m — a)coB(^k^—k) — b  sin  (k^ — k) — (ji — a)  cosu? — fi  sin  uj] 

(306) 

Multiplying  these  respectively  by  cos  (n  —  k')  and  sin  (n  —  i'), 
and  also  by  —  sin  (n  —  A')  and  cos  (n  —  A'),  the  sums  of  the  pro- 
dttctB  are,  by  (292), 

«=/8ln(»-^+^  I    (806) 

from  which  it  follows  that  /  and  n  —  it/  +  jP  are  the  same  as 
tan  J  and  tt. 

If  we  also  assume  S  and  E  to  be  determined  by  the  conditions 

2  tan  }/Sf  sin  i?=tan  i^  [— (m  —  a)  sin  (A'—  k)  +  b'—  b  cos  (A'  —  *)] 
2  tan  i£fco6£=tan  -B[(m'— a')  —  (m— a)cos(A'— A)-t-6sin  (A'— A)] 

(307) 
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we  shall  find,  by  means  of  the  multiplication  and  addition  above 
employed,  and  by  comparison  with  (292)  and  (295), 

u'  — tf  =  2  tan}iS8in(n  — A:'+ ^)  ) 

i/  — t;=2tanlSeo8(n  — A'+ jB7)  )    (^"^^ 

and  from  (306)  and  (308), 

^ (y!  +  u)  =  tan  Jfifsin {n —  K  +  E)+f%\n{n -^V  +  F)  \ 

i(i;'  + t;)  =  taniiScos(n  — A'+^)  +  /co8(n— A'^- JP')  j     ^^^^> 

To  facilitate  the  substitntion  of  these  values  in  (304),  let  us  put 

we  shall  then  have 

"^"  ^  sin p^Binq (1— w/— J  v^*— ^  w^' tan« d^)  +  cos q  (u^ tan d^—  u^v^ 
tan  \s 


tan}^ 


co8|>  =  cos  q  (1 — ^Vi'— J  ttj' — ^  V  tan*  ^,)  —  sin  q .  w,  tan  dt. 


Multiplying  these  respectively  by  cos  q  and  —  sin  y,  and  again 
by  sin  q  and  cos  y,  the  sums  of  the  products  are 

tan  \  s 

sin(|> — g)=ttitan d^ — J  cos q [2v^{ti^cos q — tJjSin q)+(u*-\'V^*)s\n  q'] 

taniS 
tan  is 
taniS 


C08(|>— 2)=1  -—  (Uj*  +  t?j*)— J  Wj*  tan«  ^^  +  2  (^i  ^^^  2 — ^i  ^^^  S')* 


The  square  root  of  the  sum  of  the  squares  of  these  equations, 
neglecting  terms  of  the  4th  degree  in  their  second  members,  gives 

tan  is  =  tan  }  S  [1  —  (t*i«  -f  Vi*)  +  ^  (u^ cos  q  —  Vy  sin  qy] 

and  their  quotient  gives  tan  {p  —  5^),  for  which  we  may  writ© 
p  —  q;  whence      • 

p  —  5f  =  ttj  tan  d^  —  ^  COB  q  [2 1?,  (Ui  cos  j  —  Vi  sin  q)  -f  (Mj*  -f  ^i')  sin  g'] 

But  with  the  notation  just  adopted,  the  expressions  (309)  become 

«i  =  tan  i  iS  sin  9  +  /  sin  (g  +  i^  —  E) 
Vi  =  tan  }  ^  cos  y  +/cos  {q  -{-  F  —  E) 

whence,  also, 

t/i«+  t;i«=tan*}^+  2/tan}fifco8(J?'— ^)-f /" 
tti  cos  q  —  i?i  sin  g  =/  sin  {F  —  E) 
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by  the  substitution  of  which  we  obtain 

tan}5=tanJiS{l— tan«}5— 2/tan}igco8(i^— J?)— }/»[l-[-C08\P— JF)]l 
p=q  +  [tan  iSsin  q  +/8in  (q  +  F—U)']  tan  d^ 

—  i cos  J  [tan*  iS sin  q  +  2f  tan iS  sin  (^q-\.  F—  E) 

+/« sin  (g  +  2  i^  —  2  E)}  (310) 

In  the  terms  of  the  order  of  tan'JS',  we  may  put  j^  for  q;  but 
in  those  of  the  order  of  tan  ^s,  in  the  first  line  of  the  value  of  p, 
we  shall  employ  the  more  accurate  value 

q^=p  —  [tan  iS  sin  p  +f6in(p  -\-  F  —  E)^  tan  d^ 

Dividing  the  first  equation  of  (310)  by  1  —  tan*  JS',  the  first  mem- 
ber becomes  J  tan  s,  within  the  degree  of  approximation  hero 
adopted,  and  in  the  small  terms  we  may  put  J  s  for  tan  J  S.  The 
equations  thus  become 

tan  5  =  2  tan  iS  {1  — /«  cos  (^F -^  E)  —  J  /•  [1  +  cos«  {F—  ^)]} 
p=n—h!+  E  +  [^«  sinj?  -[-/sin(j?  +  F -- Ey]  tan  d^ 

—  [4  s*  sin  ;)+|/s  sin  (;)  +  J?*— JB^) +i/«  sin  (;>  +  2  i?'— 2  ^)]  co8|) 

—  [Js*sin2p+^/«8in(2;?+i^— ^)+i/«sin(2;?+2i?'— 2^)]tanM^ 

These  may,  however,  be  still  further  simplified.  The  angle  E  is, 
in  general,  either  very  small  or  very  nearly  180°,  according  as 
m'  —  a'  —  (m  —  a)  is  a  positive  or  negative  quantity  in  (307). 
The  case  must  be  excepted  in  which  the  distance  s  is  itself  so 
small  as  to  be  regarded  as  of  the  same  order  as  A/  —  k  and  6'  —  6 ; 
but  in  this  case  the  terms  involving  E  are  themselves  so  small 
that  they  can  be  wholly  neglected.  Putting,  therefore,  in  the 
small  terms,  ^  =  0  or  =  180°,  and  also  substituting  the  value 
of  k'  =  tIq'  —  X,  and  of  k  by  (290),  we  have,  finally. 


(811) 


tan«  =  2tan}5[l  t/s  cos -F— J/«(l  +  cos'li^)] 

p=zn  —  <  +  £  +  Q-  sin (r^  —  f>)  +  ij  sec  d^ 
-f  [j  5  sin  j)  rt  /sin  (p  -\-  F)  —  c  —  e  cos  f»  sin  tJ  tan  d^ 
'■'lls^B\np±ifsBm(p+F)  +  ^P»\n(p+2F)']coBp 
--lls^Bin2p±lfSBm(2p+F)+iPsin(2p+2F)']iAn^8^ 

in  which  the  upper  or  the  lower  sign  is  to  be  taken  according  as 
m'  —  a'  —  (m  —  a)  is  positive  or  negative.  In  the  value  of  X 
(290),  we  have  here  substituted  r^  and  d^  for  r^  and  8^^  which  will 
produce  no  appreciable  error. 

The  angle  p  here  expresses  the  position  angle ^om  the  star 

Vol.  II.— 27 
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whose  image  is  formed  by  the  semi-lens  I.  to  the  star  whose 
image  is  formed  by  the  semi-lens  EL.  It  is  also  to  be  observed 
that  we  have  employed  the  formulae  for  the  equatorial  instrument 
as  given  for  the  case  in  which  the  declination  circle  precedes  the 
telescope:  so  that,  according  to  Arts.  248  and  250,  when  the 
declination  circle  foUowSy  r^  will  be  the  hour  angle  increased  by 
180°,  and  d^  will  be  the  supplement  of  the  declination ;  conse- 
quently, also,  p  will  be  the  position  angle  increased  by  180°. 

274.  The  coincidence  of  the  images  of  the  two  stars  8  and  S' 
can  be  produced  at  the  point  0  (Art.  271)  in  two  different  ways, 
namely,  by  opposite  motions  of  the  semi-lens  II.  relatively  to 
the  semi-lens  I.  By  the  combination  of  the  observations  made 
in  these  two  ways,  we  shall  be  able  to  eliminate  a,  a',  6,  6',  A' —  k, 
and  it  will  no  longer  be  necessary  to  determine  these  quantities. 

Let  us  suppose  the  semi-lens  I.  to  remain  in  the  same  position 
as  in  the  first  observation,  and  that  the  semi-lens  EL  is  now 
moved  in  a  direction  opposite  to  that  of  its  former  motion  until 
the  second  coincidence  of  the  images  is  produced.  This  will,  in 
general,  require  a  common  revolution,  to  a  small  extent,  of  the 
two  lenses  about  the  heliometer  axis,  thus  slightly  changing  the 
reading  of  the  position  circle,  which  reading  we  shall  now  denote 
by  n^  Let  the  reading  of  the  micrometer  in  this  observation  be 
rn/,  and  let  the  corresponding  values  of  5,  JE,  and  p  be  denoted 
by  Si,  E^,  and  p^.  The  formulae  (307)  and  (811),  with  these 
changes,  will  then  apply  to  this  second  observation,  and  (307) 
will  become 

2tan  i  S^  sin  E^  =  tan  E  [—  (m— a)sin  (if—  k)  +  6'— 5  cos  (A'— ^)] 
2  tan  }  ^  cos  -&,  =  tan  ^  Im^'—a'—  (m  —  a)  oos  (^k!—  k)  +  b  sin  (k:  —  ky] 

Since  m/  —  a'  and  m'  —  a'  fall  upon  opposite  sides  of  m  —  a,  the 
quantities  2  tan  J/Sit50S-&i  and  2tan  j5cos^have  opposite  signs, 
but  2 tan ^^1  sin ^1  and  2  tan^Ssinj^  are  equal;  from  which  it 
follows  (since  S^  and  S  can  differ  only  by  terms  of  the  3d  order) 
that  JSj  differs  from  180°  —  E  only  by  terms  of  the  order  of  the 
product  of  A'  —  k  into  5*,  and  this  difference  may  be  regarded  as 
altogether  insensible.  In  the  application  of  (311)  to  the  second 
observation,  therefore,  the  meaning  of  the  double  sign  will  be 
reversed.  "We  can,  however,  avoid  all  the  difficulty  in  distin- 
guishing the  cases  in  which  E  is  to  be  taken  greater  or  less  than 
90°,  by  calling  that  obaervatiou  thejirst,  for  which  E  <  90°,  and 
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applying  to  it  the  notation  m',  n.  Under  this  condition,  the 
upper  signs  of  (811)  will  be  used  for  the  first  observation  and 
the  lower  signs  for  the  second ;  and  the  value  ofp^  for  the  second 
observation  will  be  180°  +  p. 

The  formula  for  the  two  observations  may,  therefore,  be 
expressed  as  follows,  where  we  introduce  the  value  of  2  tan  ^  S 
given  by  the  second  equation  of  (307)  after  neglecting  the  insen- 
sible terms  (which  terms,  however,  even  if  they  were  sensible, 
would  be  eliminated  by  the  subsequent  combination  of  the  two 
observations) : 

1st  Observation. 

tan  8  =  t&nB^^'^^'^^^^^  [l  ^fs  cosi^—  i/«(l  +  co8«F)l 

1>  =  n  —  n/  +  ^  +  0  Bin  (r^  —  ^)  +  i J  sec  d^ 
-f  [^  «  sin  ;?  -(-/  sin  (p  -^  F)  —  c  —  e  cos  ^  sin  rj  tan  S^ 

—  [J s* sin;?  +  ^fs sin (p  +  F)  +  Ip sin {p  +  ^Fy]  cos p 

—  Q  s«  sin  2p  +  ^fs  sin  \2p  +  JP)  +  ^/»  sin  (2;>  +  2jP)]  tan«  d^ 

2d  Observation^ 

tan  «  =  tan  R  ]''^^ziJLiz3jL+^  [l  ^fg  cosJ?*— J/«(l  +coB«i?')J 

i>  =  n^  —  no'  — £  +  |>  sin  (t„  —  »9)  +  ij  sec  d^ 

+  [—  ^  5  sin  ;?  +/  sin  (;?  +  F)  —  <?  —  e  cos  f  sin  tJ  tan  *, 

—  [J 5«sin;?  —  ^/s sin  {p-\-F)  +  -« /'sin  (;?  +  2F)]  co8;> 

—  [J  «» sin  2p  —  ifs  sin  (2;>  -^F)  +  ^f^  sin  (2;?  +  27?^)]  tan»  d^ 

From  the  mean  of  the  two  observations,  we  have 

tan  «  =  tan  ^  ^'  ~"  ^'  [1  -  iT  (1  +  oos»  J?*)! 

2C0S-&    •■         a-'    ^      r  J  J 

P  =  ^\^'  —  <+  Cr  sin  (r,  —  »^)  +  fj  sec  d^  . 

+  [f  Bin  (p-\-F)  —  c  —  e  cos  f  sin  tJ  tan  ^^ 

— .  j\  «•  sin  2;?  (1  +  2  tan*  ^^) 

—  2/'  [sin  (i>  +  2F)  cosp  +  sin  (2;?  +  2F)  tan*  <JJ 

The  value  of  j&,  obtained  from  the  difference  of  the  two  values 
of  Pj  is 

E  =  -^^ J^sinptan^o 

^      +  i/«  [sin  ip  +  F)  cos  ;?  +  sin  (2p  +  F)  tan»  <JJ  (318) 

But  it  will  not  usually  be  necessary  to  regard  the  divisor  cos  JS  in 
the  formula  for  tan^,  for  it  can  differ  sensibly'  from  unity  only  in 
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those  casew)  in  which  s  is  an  extremely  small  quantity^  and  in 
these  cases  we  may  take  J&  =  J  (w,  —  n). 

The  method  of  observation  with  the  heliometer,  in  which  two 
corresponding  observations  in  opposite  positions  of  the  semi- 
lenses  are  combined,  may  be  regarded  as  fundamental  and  essen- 
tial. The  same  degree  of  accuracy  which  it  affords  cannot  be 
attained  by  single  observations,  the  reduction  of  which  requires 
an  accurate  determination  of  the  quantities  a,  a',  6,  6',  k^  —  k ; 
for,  in  addition  to  the  uncertainty  of  such  determinations  for 
any  given  position  of  the  instrument,  it  is  not  certain  that  the 
values  of  these  quantities  are  really  constant  for  all  positions  of 
the  telescope  with  respect  to  the  horizon.  It  is  true  that  our 
formulee  still  involve /and  F^  which  depend  upon  a,  a',  &c. ;  but 
a  precise  determination  of  these  quantities  is  no  longer  necessary, 
since  they  enter  only  into  the  small  terms  of  the  formula. 
Moreover,  by  a  proper  method  of  observation, /and  JP'may  be 
dispensed  with  altogether,  as  I  next  proceed  to  show. 

275.  Assuming  that  a  complete  obsen'^ation  alwaj's  consists  of 
two  corresponding  observations,  as  in  the  preceding  article, 
there  are  yet  three  different  methods  of  making  such  an  obser- 
vation, each  of  which  offers  some  advantage  over  the  others. 
These  I  propose  to  consider  separately. 

First  Method  of  Observation. — ^Let  the  semi-lens  which  is  to 
remain  fixed  during  the  observation  be  set  so  that  its  sight  line 
shall  be  parallel  to  the  heliometer  axis.  This  will  be  effected  by 
making  m  —  a  =  /«  —  a,  and  at  the  same  time  n  —  A:  =  v  —  x,  or, 
in  the  most  simple  manner,  by  making  m  —  a^=  fi  —  a  =  0. 
We  shall  then  have  /  =  0,  and  the  formulae  (312)  become 

tan  s  =r  tan  B  — -J- 

2  cos  E 

p^'L±Ib,^n:+[yf,m{r,^i^)+i,'\%^i,  I    (314) 

—  (c  -f-  e  cos  f  sin  r^  tan  (J^  —  y'g  «'  sin  2p  (1  +  2  tan'  J,) 

This  method  recommends  itself  by  the  symmetry  which  it  gives 
to  the  obsei'vations,  as  well  as  by  the  simplicity  of  their  reduction. 
Second  Method. — ^In  this  method,  we  make  the  lines  of  motion 
of  the  objective  and  ocular  parallel,  or  «?  =  0,  and  also  make 
m  =  a;  but  the  ocular  is  moved  between  the  two  observations, 
being  set  for  one  observation  so  that  /i  —  a  =  |(wi'  —  a'),  and 
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for  the  other  so  that  ja  —  a  =  ^  (w/  —  a').  We  then  have 
f=  is  and  F  =  180°  for  one  ohservation,  but  F=0  (or  the 
other.  These  changes  must  be  made  in  the  two  sets  of  formulae 
from  which  (312)  were  obtained ;  for  in  the  combination  expressed 
by  (312)  the  ocular  was  supposed  to  have  the  same  position  in 
both  observations.  Here,  however,  we  must  put  F  =  180®  in 
the  first  and  F=  0  in  the  second,  at  the  same  time  substituting 
^  s  for/,  and  then  make  the  combination :  we  thus  obtain 


tan  s  ==  tan  E 


m  —  m/ 


„  +  nfr^  }     (315) 

P  =  — 2 <  +  0  8i»  (^0  —  ^)  +  «i]  sec  S^ 

—  (c  +  e  cos  f  sin  t^)  tan  d^ 

In  this  method,  the  rays  from  the  two  stars  make  the  same  angle 
(=  J  s)  with  the  optical  axis  of  each  semi-lens ;  whereas  in  the 
first  method  the  rays  from  one  star  make  the  angle  s  with  this 
axis  and  those  from  the  other  star  are  parallel  to  the  axis.  The 
second  method,  therefore,  offers  the  advantage  of  bringing  both 
images  at  equal  distances  from  the  axis,  thereby  producing  equal 
distinctness  and  accuracy  of  definition  in  them,  and  avoiding  the 
defects  of  the  lens,  which  appear  more  prominently  as  the  rays 
fall  more  obliquely.  The  greater  simplicity  of  the  first  method 
in  the  observation  will,  however,  give  it  the  preference  so  long 
as  the  distance  to  be  measured  is  not  so  great  as  to  carry  one  of 
the  objects  beyond  the  limits  of  distinct  vision. 

Third  Method. — This  combines  the  advantage  of  the  second 
method  with  the  simplicity  of  the  first  We  place  the  ocular 
permanently  in  the  heliometer  axis,  and  make  each  observation 
with  the  semiJenses  at  equal  distances  from  that  axis  and  on 
opposite  sides  of  it.  The  chief  objection  to  this  method  is  that, 
since  both  lenses  are  moved,  it  becomes  necessary  to  know  the 
value  of  a  revolution  of  the  screws  of  both ;  but,  as  has  been 
already  remarked  in  Art.  278,  it  is  expedient  to  devote  all  our 
attention  to  the  investigation  of  the  errors  of  but  one  screw.  It 
may  also  be  objected  to  this  method  that,  when  the  distance  to 
be  measured  is  rapidly  changing,  time  will  be  lost  in  effecting 
the  requisite  symmetrical  arrangement  of  the  observations.  This 
objection,  however,  may  be  made  with  even  greater  force  against 
the  second  method ;  but  the  first  method  is  free  from  it. 

With  any  of  these  methods,  if  we  wish  to  free  the  results  from 
the  effects  of  flexure  of  the  declination  axis  and  from  the  incli- 
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nation  of  this  axis  to  the  4iour  axis,  withoat  supposing  ^  and 
e  to  be  known,  we  take  two  complete  observations  (i.e.  pairs  of 
observations)  in  the  two  positions  of  the  declination  circle,  pre- 
ceding  and  following;  for  we  see  by  (814)  and  (315)  that  i\  and  e 
will  vanish  from  the  mean  of  these  two  observations. 

In  Art.  263,  we  have  seen  that  ^fi^sin  2;;(1  +  2tanM^)  is  the 
correction  to  be  added  to  the  position  ane^le  at  the  middle  point 
between  the  two  stars  to  reduce  it  to  the  mean  (=  p^)  of  the 
position  angles  at  the  two  stars :  consequently,  if  we  neglect  this 
term  in  the  first  method  of  observation  above  given,  the  result- 
ing position  angle  will  be  at  once  the  m^an  jmsition  angle  p^ 
with  which  and  the  distance  s  we  find  the  diftercnces  of  decli- 
nation  and  right  ascension  of  the  stars,  by  Art.  264.  The  results 
are  yet  to  be  freed  from  the  efiect  of  refraction,  by  the  methods 
hereafter  to  be  given. 

276.  I  have  thus  far  assumed  that  the  contact  of  the  images  is 
always  produced  at  a  certain  known  point  (o)  of  the  plane  of 
motion  of  the  ocular.  It  will  be  well  alwaj-s  to  make  the  con- 
tacts at  the  middle  point  of  the  field,  but  the  position  of  this 
point  will  usually  be  estimated  only,  unless  it  is  indicated  by  a 
square  formed  of  intersecting  threads  or  some  equivalent  con- 
trivance, which,  however,  involves  the  necessity  of  illuminating 
the  field  or  the  threads.  Let  us  inquire,  therefore,  to  what 
extent  an  erroneous  estimate  of  the  position  of  the  middle  of 
the  field  will  affect  the  observed  measures. 

The  quantities  /  and  jP,  determined  by  (305),  express  the  actual 
position  of  the  middle  of  the  field  (o) ;  but  if  the  point  of  con- 
tact is  a  different  point  (o'),  the  values  given  by  the  formulse 
require  a  correction. 

Let  h  denote  the  angular  distance  of  o'  from  o,  and  H  the 
angle  which  oo'  makes  with  the  observed  arc  SS\  JS'and  w  being 
reckoned  in  the  same  direction.  The  quantities  tan  R.(ji — a)  sin  \o 
arid  tanjR.  {jx  —  a)  cosk?,  which  express  the  angular  distances  of 
the  point  o  from  SS'^  and  from  a  perpendicular  to  SS'  drawn 
through  the  heliometer  axis,  must  be  increased  by  A  sin  fl' and 
/icosH  respectively.  Consequently,  fm\F  and  /cos -F  will  re- 
quire the  corrections  h  sin  H  and  —  h  cos  jH*;  hence,  if  we  suppose 
A  to  be  so  small  that  ita  square  may  be  neglected,  the  effect  upon 
tan  5  will  be,  by  (311), 

±  hsF  cos  ir+  h8f{2  cos  Fcos  H-^  sin  F%\n  H) 
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and  the  effect  upon  the  position  angle  will  he 

q=  A  sin  (;>  —  H)  tan  ^,  dz  }  A^  [sin  {p  —  H)  cos  p  +  sin  (2 p  —  H)  tan'  ^J 

4-  A/[8in (jp-\-  F—H)Qo^p-\'  sin  (2;>  -[-  i?"  —  H)  tan' 5 ] 

Since  A  will  he  hut  a  few  minutes  in  any  case,  it  follows  that  the 
effect  upon  the  distance  will  he  usually  inappreciahle  even  for 
the  greatest  values  of  a  and/.  The  first  and  principal  term  of 
the  effect  upon  the  position  angle  is  proportional  to  the  tangent 
of  the  declination ;  but  it  vanishes  when  sin  {p  —  H)  =  0,  that 
is,  when  II=py  or  H=^p  +  180°,  or  when  the  point  at  which 
the  contact  is  made  lies  in  the  declination  circle  which  passes 
through  the  centre  of  the  field.  When  the  telescope  follows  the 
diurnal  motion  accurately,  and  a  contact  has  once  been  made  in 
the  centre  of  the  field,  the  subsequent  observations  will  all  be 
very  near  this  point.  The  greater  the  declination,  the  more 
careful  must  we  be  to  make  the  contacts  near,  the  declination 
circle  of  the  centre  of  the  field ;  but  it  is  evident  from  the  pre- 
ceding discussion  that  we  shall  probably  always  be  able  to  effect 
this  with  sufficient  accuracy  by  estimating  the  position  of  this 
centre,  without  resorting  to  the  use  of  illuminated  threads. 

DETERMINATION   OF   THE   CONSTANTS   OF   THE  HELIOMETER. 

277.  To  find  a,  a\  a. — Direct  the  telescope  to  any  fixed  point, 
and,  having  brought  the  centre  of  the  semi-lens  L  nearly  into  the 
heliometer  axis  (by  estimation),  revolve  the  lens  180°  about  the 
axis.  If  the  image  of  the  point  appears  still  in  the  same  point 
of  the  field  of  view,  the  reading  m  of  the  micrometer  is  then 
evidently  =  a.  If  the  image  has  moved,  we  have  only  to  move 
the  semi-lens  by  its  micrometer  screw  until  the  image  has  been 
carried  to  the  middle  point  between  its  first  and  second  positions, 
and,  if  this  middle  point  has  been  correctly  estimated,  the  semi- 
revolution  will  no  longer  affect  the  apparent  position  of  the 
image.  By  repeating  this  process,  we  shall  very  quickly  find 
the  exact  position  of  the  semi-lens  when  its  centre  is  at  the 
minimum  distance  from  the  heliometer  axis,  for  which  m  =  a. 
In  the  same  manner,  a'  will  be  found  for  the  semi-lens  11. ;  and, 
by  a  similar  process,  revolving  the  ocular  180°,  a  will  be  found. 

278.  To  find  k'  —  A,  6'  —  b. — These  quantities  produce  the 
greater  influence  upon  the  readings  of  the  position  circle,  the 
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smaller  the  distance  between  two  points  whoso  images  are 
brought  into  coincidence.  They  will,  therefore,  be  most  accu- 
rately determined  by  complete  observations  (Art  275)  of  the  dis- 
tance and  position  angle  of  the  components  of  a  double  star. 
Since  s  is  in  this  case  extremely  small,  we  shall  have  U=^{n^ — n), 
and,  neglecting  the  insensible  terms  in  (307),  the  single  observa- 
tions will  give 

s  Bin i(n,  —  n)  =  -R  [(m  —  a)  (k  —  AO  +  ft'—  6] 
8  cos  }  (n^  —  n)  ==  JB  [m'  —  a'  —  m  -(-  a] 

and  (since  in  the  second  observation  we  put  180®  —  E  for  E) 

8  sin  i(^n^  —  n)  =  R  [(m  —  a)  (A:  —  A^  +  6'  —  6] 
8  cos  i  (n^  —  n)  =  Jt[m  —  a  —  w/  +  fl'] 

from  the  combination  of  which  we  derive 

(m  —  a)  (A:  —  A')  +  *'  —  *  =  K»»'  —  ^i) ^^^ i (^  —  ^)   (^W) 

in  which  the  second  member  and  also  the  coefficient  of  A  —  k'  are 
known  from  the  observation.  By  setting  the  semi-lens  I.  at  various 
readings  m,  and  making  the  contacts  by  moving  the  semi-lens 
II.,  we  shall  thus  for  each  complete  observation  have  an  equa- 
tion of  condition  of  the  form  (316) ;  and  since  the  coefficients  of 
k  —  A'  in  these  equations  may  be  made  to  have  very  different 
values,  the  combination  by  the  method  of  least  squares  will  give 
a  very  accurate  determination  of  both  k  —  A'  and  6'  —  b. 

We  may  here  observe  that  it  is  not  necessary,  nor  is  it  advan- 
tageous, to  bring  the  images  of  the  stars  into  coincidence.  It 
will  be  better  to  bring  the  image  of  one  of  the  components 
formed  by  one  semi-lens  to  the  middle  point  between  the  two 
images  of  the  two  components  formed  by  the  other  semi-lens. 
Thus,  if  a  and  6  are  the  images  of  the  two  components  formed 
by  the  semi-lens  I.,  a'  and  6'  those  formed  by  the  semi-lens  EL, 
in  the  first  observation  the  images  will  stand  thus : 

a'    a     b'    b 

«    *     *    « 

and  in  the  second  observation  thus : 

a    a'   b    V 

*    *    *     « 
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As  the  components  are  supposed  very  close  together,  the  hisec- 
tion  of  their  distance  will  be  more  accurately  estimated  than  a 
coincidence  of  superposed  images.  This  method  of  observation 
is  always  advisable  when  the  distance  to  be  measured  is  but  a 
few  seconds. 

I  should  have  remarked  before  that  the  quantity  k  —  A'  is  the 
diflference  of  the  index  errors  of  the  position  circle  for  the  two 
semi-lenses,  since  from  the  values  of  k  and  k'  (291)  and  (294) 
w^e  have 

k--k!=n^  —  n; 

279.  To  find  the  index  error  (w^')  of  the  positim  circle. — This  is  the 
index  error  for  the  semi-lens  11.,  with  which  we  suppose  all  our 
observations  to  be  made.  Let  the  semi-lenses  be  separated  to 
any  assumed  distance  (by  setting  m  —  a  and  »i'  —  a'  to  different 
readings),  direct  the  telescope  upon  a  fixed  point,  and  revolve 
the  objective  until  a  motion  of  the  telescope  upon  the  hour  axis 
(the  declination  circle  being  clamped)  causes  the  two  images  of 
the  fixed  point  to  come  successively  into  the  sight  line,  that  is, 
into  the  centre  of  the  field  of  the  ocular.  The  position  angle  of 
the  line  joining  the  two  images  is  then  nearly  ±1  90*^ ;  but  it  will 
vary  with  the  distance  by  which  the  semi-lenses  are  separated. 

If  the  hour  circle  is  clamped  and  the  objective  is  revolved 
until  a  motion  of  the  telescope,  upon  the  declination  axis  only, 
causes  the  images  to  come  successively  into  the  centre  of  the 
field,  the  position  angle  of  the  images  will  be  nearly  0*^  or  180°, 
but  will  also  vary  with  the  distance  of  the  centres  of  the  semi- 
lenses.  Tlie  relation  between  the  reading  (n)  of  the  position 
circle  and  the  distance  of  the  lenses  will  be  investigated  for 
each  of  these  methods. 

In  either  method,  I  shall  suppose  that  the  sight  line  of  the 
semi-lens  I.  is  made  to  coincide  with  the  heliometer  axis,  which 
will  be  effected  by  setting  the  micrometers  so  that  m  —  a  =  0 
and  (i  —  a  =  0. 

1st.  When  the  telescope  is  revolved  upon  the  hour  axis, — It  is  ob- 
viously unnecessary  to  consider  the  position  of  the  instrument 
with  respect  to  the  pole  of  the  heavens,  and  we  may  therefore 
express  the  position  of  the  heliometer  axis  by  formulse  which 
give  the  instrumental  hour  angle  and  declination  of  the  axis.  In 
order  to  show  the  effect  of  flexure,  let  us  return  to  the  general 
formulsB  (258),  which,  by  omitting  the  terms  r  cos  (^  —  ^)  and 


426  MICROMETBIO   OBSERVATIONS. 

7*  sin  (r  ~  «9)  tan  d,  will  express  the  declination  d^  and  hour  angle 
r,  of  thb  heliometer  axis  referred  to  the  pole  of  the  instrumeut. 
Putting  D  for  d  +  ^d  and  T  for  /  +  A^  and  ij  =  t  — -  c  sin  f ,  we 
shall  put 

d^  =  B  —  e  (sin  f>  cos  D  —  cos  f>  sin  D  cos  T)  =D  +  aD 

T,  =  r  +  C8eci)— tjtani)+tco8sPCOsr  +  ecosf>seci>sinr=!r+ aT 

in  which  f  will  now  denote  the  latitude  of  the  instrument  The 
equations  (293),  under  the  form  given  to  them  in  Art.  272,  will 
now  become 

r  sind  =  sinD  +  vcosD  +rco8^co8(T  —  r).^D 

rcos^co8(r — r)=aco8  2> — rsinD — r8ind.Ai)-|-rco8<Jsin(jr — r),^T 

r  cos  ^sin  (T — ^t) =«  —  r  cos d cos  (T  —  r) .  a T 

(317) 

in  which  d  and  r  are  the  declination  and  hour  angle  of  the  fixed 
point. 

In  the  revolution  about  the  hour  axis,  D  remains  constant 
If  the  preceding  equations  are  assumed  for  the  case  in  which  the 
image  produced  by  the  semi-lens  I.  is  in  the  sight  line,  and  we 
distinguish  by  accents  those  quantities  which  vary  when  the 
second  image  is  brought  into  the  sight  line,  we  shall  have,  since 
d  is  fixed, 

1  i; 

sin  ^  =  —  sin  D  -| oos  D  +  cos  J'cos  (  T  —  t)  .  a2> 

r  r 

=  --  sin  2>  -f-  —  cos D  4-  cos  ^  cos  (T'  —  r). a!/ 
r  f 

as  the  expression  of  the  condition  that  the  two  images  of  the 
same  point  are  successively  brought  into  the  sight  line.  But,  as 
we  may  neglect  the  products  of  the  small  quantities  c,  ij,  e,  e,  by 
the  squares  and  products  of  w,  i?,  w',  ?/,  we  can  in  the  last  tenns 
put  cos(7'—  r)  =  C08{7''  —  r)  =  1,  and  then  give  the  equation 
the  form 

—  — ^|co8  2>=( —jsinD  +  cos^CaD  —  aIX) 

=  1 —  jsinD  +  ecosf  sin2)cos^(co8r — cosT') 

From  the  second  and  third  equations  of  (317)  we  have,  with  th*^ 
degree  of  approximation  here  required, 

cos  H  cos  T  =  cos  D  cos  r  —  v  sin  D  cos  r  —  k  sin  r 
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and,  therefore,  also 

C08  d  cos  T'  =  cos  D  cos  r  —  v'  sin  D  cos  r  —  m'  sin  t 
by  means  of  which  our  equation  becomes 

=( \tanD+eco8sptanDr(i/ — ^t7)8in2)cosT4-(w'— w)8inr] 

r        r       \r       r  J 

The  mode  of  observation  above  proposed,  by  which  we  have 
m  —  a  =  0  and  /x  —  a  =  0,  leads  to  a  simplification  of  this  equa- 
tion; for  these  conditions  give  al8o/=  0,  and  consequently,  by 
(306),  w  =  r  =  0,  and  r  =  \/{l  +  uu  +  vv)  =  1.  We  have  also, 
by  (308),  under  the  same  conditions, 

w'  =  2  tan  i  S  sin  (n  —  k' +  E) 
t/  =  2  tan  i  S  COS  (n  —  //  +  JS) 

and,  consequently, 

7^=1  +  ^(uV+t/t/)=:l  +  2tan«}iS 

Substituting  these  values,  and  neglecting  terms  of  the  order  of 
e  tan^ }  /S,  we  deduce 

co8(n — A'-|-J^)  =  tan  JiStanD+«cos^tanZ>[sin2)cosrcds(n — k'-\-E) 

-j-  sin  T  sin  (n  —  A'  +  J^)] 

from  which  it  follows  that  cos(n  —  Ar'  +  JP)  is  of  the  same  order 
as  tan  JS,  and  n  —  A:'  +  -&  is  nearly  =  ±  90^.  We  may,  there- 
fore, in  the  last  term,  put  cos  (n  —  A'  +  -&)  =  0  and  sin  (n  —  k^ 
+  E)  =  ±:  ly  a.nd  write  the  equation  in  the  following  form: 

sin  [90®  ip  (»  —  Ac'  +  £)]  =  tan  }iS  tan  2)  ±  e  cos  sp  tan  D  sin  r 

We  shall  here  have  to  distinguish  between  the  cases  in  which 
n  —  A:'  is  nearly  =  90°  or  nearly  =  —  90°.  The  angle  Ei&  nearly 
=  0  or  nearly  equal  180°,  according  as  m'  —  a'  is  positive  or 
negative  in  (307).  When  n  —  k'  is  nearly  =  +  90°  and  E  is 
nearly  =  0,  we  have  n  —  k'  -\-  E  nearly  =^  +  90°,  and  the  upper 
sign  in  the  second  member  must  be  used.  Under  the  same 
conditions,  the  upper  sign  in  the  first  member  makes  90°  — 
(n  —  V  -\'  E)  nearly  =  0,  and  the  angle  may  be  put  for  its  sine. 
When  n  —  A'  is  nearly  =  +  90°  and  E  is  nearly  =  180°,  the 
lower  signs  must  be  used.  Hence,  if  we  write  sin  E  for  E  or 
for  180°  —  E,  we  shall  have,  when  n  —  i'  is  nearly  =  +  90°, 

qz  (n  —  A'— 90°)  — 8in^=  tan  iStan  D  ±«co8  fp  tan  Dsin  r   (818a) 
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and  similarly,  when  w  —  A'  is  nearly  =  —  90®, 
^  (n  —  ^  +  90°)  -f  sin  JS?=tan  }  S tan  2) rp  e  cos f  tan  i>  sin  t   (3185) 

The  value  of  /:^  according  to  (294)  and  (290),  when  we  refer  X  to 
the  pole  of  the  instrument,  is 

K  z=:zn^  —  t,  sec  \-\-  c  tan  ^,  +  ^  ^^  9  ^^^  ^i  ^i^  '''i 

where  the  last  term  is  equivalent  to  the  last  term  of  (318).  If, 
therefore,  we  neglect  this  term  in  (818),  the  value  of  kf^  which 
the  equations  then  determine,  will  be 

=  V  —  \  ^^^  ^i  +  ^  tan  d^ 

If  we  suppose  A'  —  k  and  6'  —  6  to  be  known,  we  shall  know 
E  from  (807),  and  a  single  observation  will  determine  k'  by  (318). 
But  it  will  be  preferable  always  to  combine  two  correspondmg 
observations  in  which  m'  —  a'  —  m  +  a  and  m/  —  a'  —  m-{-  a  are 
numerically  equal  but  have  opposite  signs ;  then,  n  and  n^  being 
the  readings  of  the  position  circle  in  the  two  observations,  we 
shall  have  from  their  mean 

<  —  \  sec  ^,  +  c  tan  <J,  =  J  (rij  +  n)  t  90°  (319) 

If  we  set  the  micrometer  at  various  readings  in  making  these 
pairs  of  observations,  and  assume  that  the  weight  of  the  resulting 
determinations  is  proportional  to  \  (m/  —  m'),  and  if  we  denote 
the  several  values  of  J  (m/  —  m')  by  3/,  M\  M"j  &c.,  and  of 
\  (n^  +  n)  qi  90°  by  N^  JV',  N'\  &c.,  we  shall  have  the  final  mean 
by  the  formula  (see  Appendix,  Method  of  Least  Squares) 

^   _  MN  +  M'N'  +  M''N"  +  &c. 
^    ■^'^        ilf  +  J[f' +  Jlf "  +  &c. 

and  then 

n^  —  \  sec  \-\'  c  tan  \  =  (^) 

To  eliminate  the  terms  involving  ij  and  <•,  we  take  observations 
in  the  two  opposite  positions  of  the  declination  axis,— circle  pre- 
ceding and  circle  following, — and  if  {N)  and  {N')  are  the  general 
means  found  in  the  two  positions,  we  shall  have 

<  =  i  [(^)  +  (^)]  (320) 

We  see  that  the  index  error  will  be  found  independently  of  all 
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other  quantities,  by  taking  the  mean  of  the  readings  in  four 
observations,  two  in  each  position  of  the  declination  axis. 

2d.  When  the  telescope  is  revolved  upon  the  declination  axis. — ^In 
this  case  T  is  constant  and  D  varies.  The  condition  that  the 
two  images  are  successively  brought  into  the  centre  of  the  field 
will  be  expressed  by  equating  the  two  values  of  cos  d  sin  (T  —  r) 
given  by  the  last  equation  of  (817).  Putting  cos  ( T  —  r)  =  1  in 
the  last  term  of  this  equation,  we  find 

^  —  eo8d.Ar=  —  —  cos^.aT' 
r  r' 

or,  by  the  same  method  of  observation  as  we  employed  above, 
making/ =  0,  and,  consequently,  also  w  =  t?  =;  0,  and  r  =  1, 

u'=r'cosd(£iT'—-  ^T) 
=  r'  cos  5  [fj  (tan  D  —  tan  IX) — (c  +  e  cos  ^  sin  T)  (sec  D —  sec iX)] 

which,  with  the  same  degree  of  approximation  as  was  observed 
above,  may  be  reduced  to 

u'  ==  r't/  [ij  sec  d  —  (c  -^  e  cos  ^  sin  T)  tan  ^ 

Substituting  tan(n  -—  k^  +  E)  for  -.  and  r'=  1  (which  involves 

only  errors  of  the  order  of  tan^  J  S  multiplied  by  ?\,  c,  e),  we 
have 

tan  (»  —  /r'  +  JSr )  ==  tj  sec  d  —  (c  -{-  e  cos  ^  sin  T)  tan  d 

Hence  n  —  k'  +  E  ib  very  small  or  very  nearly  =  180®.  When 
n  —  A'  is  nearly  =  0,  we  shall  have,  for  the  two  cases  of  Ey 

n  —  A:'  ±  sin  JS?  =  ii  sec  ^  —  (c  +  e  cos  f  sin  T)  tan  d     '(321a) 

and,  when  n  —  A'  is  nearly  =  180°, 

n  —  A-'  q:  sin  ^  =  i\  sec  (J  —  (c  +  e  cos  ^  sin  T)  tan  9    (8216) 

ff  we  omit  all  the  terms  in  the  second  member,  the  value  of  A' 
which  these  equations  determine  will  be  that  of  rip'  itself.  If, 
then,  two  observations  are  taken  in  which  m'  —  a'  —  m  +  a  and 
?n/  —  a'  —  m  +a  are  numerically  equal  but  have  opposite  signs, 
and  if  n  and  n^  are  the  two  readings  of  the  position  circle,  we  shall 
have 
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Regarding  the  weights  of  the  several  determinations  thus  made 
as  proportional  to  the  values  of  |  (m/  —  ?w'),  a  general  mean  (iV) 
will  be  found  as  above,  and  then  we  shall  have  n^'  =  [N). 

280.  From  the  preceding  article  it  appears  that  by  revolving 
the  telescope  upon  the  declination  axis  the  index  error  of  the 
position  circle  is  found  independently  of  all   other  quantities, 
and  without  reversing  the  declination  axis.     We  should  expect, 
therefore,  that  when  this  method  is  followed  in  both  positions  of 
that  axis — that  is,  both  with  circle  preceding  and  with  circle 
following — the   same  value   of  /?/  will  be  obtained.     Bessel 
found,  however,  that  this  was  by  no  means  the  case  with  the 
Konigsberg  heliometer ;  for  the  difference  of  the  resulting  values 
was  sometimes  as  great  as  4',  which  is  too  great  a  difference  to 
be  ascribed  wholly  to  errors  of  observation.     He  explains  the 
discrepancy  by  supposing  the  telescope  to  have  a  tendency  to 
revolve  (so  far  as  the  elasticity  of  its  materials  will  permit) 
about  the  point  at  which  it  is  secured  to  the  declination  axis ;  a 
revolution  which  has  the  same  effect  upon  the  position  angles  as 
a  revolution  of  the  tube  about  the  heliometer  axis,  and  which  is 
clearly  to  be  distinguished  from  a  flexure  of  the   declination 
axis.   Supposing  the  amount  of  the  revolution  to  be  proportional 
to  the  force  which  tends  to  produce  it,  the  law  which  it  follows 
in  all  positions  of  the  instrument  is  easily  assigned;   for  this 
force  is  merely  that  part  of  the  weight  of  the  telescope  which 
acts  at  right  angles  to  a  plane  passing  through  the  declination 
axis  and  the  heliometer  axis,  and  is,  consequently,  proportional 
to  the  cosine  of  the  zenith  distance  of  the  point  of  the  heavens 
towards  which  the  perpendicular  to  this  plane  is  directed.     The 
hour  dngle  of  this  point  is  the  same  as  that  of  the  heliometer 
axis  =  Tp  and  its  declination  differs  90°  from  that  of  the  helio- 
meter axis  =  90°  +  dy    Denoting  the  zenith  distance  of  th^ 
point  by  Q^  we  shall  have 

cos  C  =  sin  5?  cos  ^,  —  cos  <p  sin  \  cos  Tj 

and  the  amount  of  revolution  will  be  expressed  hy  -^  cos  f ,  in 
which  n^  is  its  maximum.  The  observed  position  angles  must  be 
corrected  by  adding  this  quantity,  or 

4  (sin  f  cos  ^1  —  cos  ip  sin  ^i  cos  r^)  (322> 
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which  term  must,  therefore,  be  annexed  to  the  formulee  for  p  in 
(314)  and  (816).* 

281.  To  find  the  index  error  (x)  of  the  position  circle  of  the  ocular,— 
Set  the  semi-lens  11.  at  any  assumed  distance  =  m'  —  a'  from 
the  heliometer  axis,  and  the  ocular  at  an  equal  distance  =  /«  —  a 
from  that  axis.  Revolve  the  ocular  about  its  axis  until  the  image 
of  a  fixed  point  is  seen  in  the  centre  of  the  field.  Let  n  and  > 
be  the  readings  of  the  position  circles  of  the  objective  and  ocular. 
Without  moving  the  telescope  or  changing  n,  repeat  the  obser- 
vation with  the  distance  —  (m'  —  a')  =  —  (/i  —  a),  and  let  j^'  be 
the  new  reading  of  the  position  circle  of  tlie  ocular.  Then, 
n  —  w/  being  the  true  direction  of  the  line  of  motion  of  the 
semi-lens  H.,  we  have  x  =  J  (v  -f  v')  —  (n  —  n^').  It  will  be  well 
to  adjust  the  index  of  this  circle  so  that  its  readings  will  agree 
with  those  of  the  position  circle  of  the  objective. 

Fpr  the  fixed  point  in  the  preceding  methods  of  determining 
the  index  error  of  the  position  circles,  it  will  be  expedient  to 
employ  the  intersection  of  a  cross  thread  in  the  focus  of  an 
auxiliary  telescope,  mounted  in  the  observing  room,  with  its 
objective  turned  towards  the  heliometer;  the  two  threads  of  the 
cross  making  an  angle  of  45^  with  a  declination  circle. 

282.  To  find  the  distance  (fi)  of  the  line  of  motion  of  the  ocular  from 
the  heliometer  axis, — Set  the  ocular  at  an  assumed  distance  ^  —  a 
from  the  axis,  and  bring  the  image  of  a  fixed  point  into  the  centre 
of  the  field.  Keeping  the  telescope  fixed,  set  the  ocular  at  a 
reading  //'  such  that  //'  —  a  =  —  (/i  —  a),  and  revolve  it  until 
the  image  is  again  seen  in  the  centre  of  the  field.  Let  v  and  v' 
be  the  readings  of  its  position  circle  in  the  two  positions ;  then 
we  evidently  have 

±  /?  =  ^^^^^  tan  }  (180<>  —  V  +  i/)  (823) 

It  will  be  easy  to  adjust  the  ocular,  by  means  of  the  proper 
adjusting  screws,  so  that  its  line  of  motion  passes  through  the 
heliometer  axis,  and  thus  make  ^  =  0.  A  small  error  in  this 
^  adjustment  will  have  no  sensible  eflTect  upon  the  observations,  as 
our  formulae  show. 


*  See  Besskl's  Attron.  Untersueh,,  Vol.  I.  pp.  46,  72.     In  the  latter  place  he  finds 
for  the  KSnlgsberg  heliometer  4,  (which  he  there  denotes  by  /i)  =  1'.914. 
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288.  Finally,  the  value  of  a  revolution  of  the  micrometer 
screw  (=  J?)  is  to  be  determined  with  the  utmost  precision.  Of 
the  methods  given  in  Chapter  11.  for  the  filar  micrometer,  we 
may  regard  the  following  as  the  most  suitable  for  the  heliometer : 

1st.  By  the  measurement  of  the  focal  length  of  the  lens  and 
of  the  distance  between  two  successive  threads  of  the  micrometer 
screw. 

2d.  By  the  Gaussian  pi*oces8,  or  the  observation  of  a  thread  in 
the  focus  of  the  lens  with  a  theodolite. 

8d.  B}^  the  measurement  of  a  distance  otherwise  known,  as, 
for  example,  the  distance  of  two  stars  in  the  group  Pleiades  de- 
termined by  meridian  observations. 

By  the  third  method,  however,  we  cannot  expect  to  reach  the 
degree  of  accuracy  which  is  necessary  to  give  the  heliometer  all 
the  advantage  which  it  should  possess  as  a  micrometer.  This 
objection  is  obviated  in  a  degree  by  measuring  the  successive 
distances  between  a  number  of  stars  which  are  nearly  in  the 
same  great  circle,  and,  having  reduced  these  distances  to  the 
great  circle  joining  the  extreme  stars,  comparing  the  total  reduced 
distance  with  the  distance  of  the  extreme  stars  as  determined  by 
meridian  observations. 

Bessel,  after  a  careful  trial  of  all  these  methods  with  the 
Konigsberg  heliometer,  gave  the  preference  to  the  first.  I  must 
refer  the  reader  to  his  elaborate  researches  upon  this  instrument 
(already  referred  to)  for  his  very  precise  method  of  determining 
the  focal  length  of  the  lens.  These  researches  include  also  some 
optical  investigations  of  great  elegance  and  importance. 

OBSERVATIONS    UPON    THE   CUSPS   OF    THE    SUN   IN   A   SOLAR   ECLIPSE. 

284.  In  the  general  discussion  of  eclipses  in  Vol.  L,  I  omitted 
to  speak  of  the  use  that  may  be  made  of  these  observations  in 
determining  the  corrections  of  the  elements  of  the  eclipse.   T)ie 

omission  may  be  appropriately  supplied  here 
in  connection  with  the  heliometer,  with  which 
the  observations  are  most  accurately  made. 

Let  J!f  and  5^  (Fig.  60)  be  the  apparent  placea 
of  the  centres  of  the  moon  and  sun,  CC  the 
common  chord  of  the  intersecting  discs.  The  * 
observation  consists  in  measuring  the  distance  of  the  cusps  C,  C. 
and  the  position  angle  of  CC  with  reference  to  the  circle  of 
declination  drawn  to  its  middle  point.     This  distance,  aa  well  as 
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the  position  angle,  will  be  affected  by  refraction,  the  correction 
for  which  will  be  investigated  hereafter.  Let  s  and  ^  here  denote 
the  distance  and  position  angle  deduced  from  the  observation  by 
the  formulee  above  given  for  the  heliometer,  and  also  corrected 
for  refiraction. 

The  local  time  of  each  measure  must  be  accurately  known. 
For  this  time,  let  the  parallaxes  of  the  two  bodies  in  right  ascen- 
sion and  declination  be  computed  (by  Vol.  I.  Art.  98),  and  let  a 
and  a'  denote  the  resulting  apparent  right  ascensions  of  the 
moon  and  sun  respectively,  d  and  <J'  their  apparent  declinations. 
Let  if  denote  the  apparent  distance  of  the  centres  =  S3f^  and  tt 
the  i)osition  angle  of  SM  with  reference  to  a  circle  of  declination 
drawn  through  its  middle  point,  reckoning  this  angle  from  the 
moon  towards  the  sun.     We  have,  with  sufficient  accuracy, 

tf  sin  ff  =  (tt'  —  a)  cos  }  (^'  +  i)  1     .g24\ 

.tf  cos  ff==J'  —  i  ^     \  '^   ) 

which  determine  tr  and  tc. 

For  the  same  time,  the  apparent  semidiameters  of  the  moon 
and  sun,  which  we  shall  denote  by  S  and  S'  respectively,  will 
be  computed  by  Vol.  L  Art.  181.  We  then  have  given  the 
three  sides  of  the  triangle  SCM,  and,  denoting  the  angles  at  M 
and  Shy  fi  and  ja',  we  may  find  these  angles  by  the  usual  formulas 
of  plane  trigonometry,  or  by  the  following  formulse,  which  in 
the  present  case  are  somewhat  more  convenient : 


I  (S  cos  fi  +  S'  cos  /i')  =  i  ^^  ) 

i  {8  cos  A*  —  8'  cos  tx)  =  ^^ — ■ — -^ ^  =  A      I 


(825) 


With  either  of  these  angles  and  the  value  of  S  or  S'j  we  can 
compute  the  value  of  GC  Let  this  computed  value  of  CG^  be 
denoted  by  s' ;  we  have 

«'  =  28  sin  PL  =t:  2^'  sin  /i'  (826) 

The  difference  between  this  computed  value  and  the  observed 
value  s  will  determine  the  corrections  which  the  elements  of  the 
eclipse  require  in  order  to  satisfy  the  observation.  Put  3  =  a' 
+  ds'.    Differentiating  (826),  we  find 

dsf  =28  cos  /I  .dtx  -\-  2  sin  ji .  d8 

Vol.  II.— 28 


434  MICmOHBTKEO  «BSSRVATimiS» 

and  from  the  fommla 

2S4f  cos  M  =  <r»  4-  S"  —  S'« 
we  find 

—  Sff  sin  fidpL  =  {ff  —  S  COB  pL)dir-{'{S'^fr  COB  fi)  dS  —  ffdB' 

whence,  with  the  aid  of  the  known  relations  between  the  parts 
of  the  plane  triaagle,  we  readily  find 


28 


I  ff  tan  a  4f  tan  u' 


c  tan  pi'  9  tan  ti  4t  tan  ^u' 

But,  since  da  varies  witii  iCj  we  mast  replaee  it  by  corrections 
which  will  have  the  saxne  value  in  all  the  equationB  of  condition 
thus  formed.    By  putting 


we  shall  find 


in  which 


<r  sin  ir  =  (•'  —  •)  cos  }  (d'  4"  ^)  =^  ^ 
<r  cos  ir  =   ^' — d  c«y 


d<r  =  dx .  sin  ir  4-  ^j^  •  cos  % 

dx  =  cos  \  id'  +  d),d{a'^^ 
d]/  =  d(d'-^  9) 


and  we  may  regard  d  (a'  —  a)  and  d  {d'  —  J),  and,  consequently, 
also  dz  and  dy^  as  constant  for  the  duration  of  the- eclipse.  We 
then  have 


28 


-  d8  A d8 -sm«ax coBndy=s—s 

i'  rtaAM  tftaBM  tftanM 


(327) 

This  will  be  the  final  form  of  our  eqoBtioiis  of  condition  if  the 
distance  s  is  fiilly  corrected  for  the  inertmmental  errors.  If,  how- 
ever, the  zero  of  the  micrometer  is  uncertain,  we  should  make 
observations  on  opposite  sides  of  the  zero,  (with  the  heliometer, 
by  placing  the  movable  semi-lens  alternately  in  opposite  positions 
with  respect  to  the  stationary  one,)  and  if  c  is  the  unknown  error 
of  the  micrometer  zero,  we  must  write  s  ±:  c  for  s  in  the  above 
equation,  taking  s  +  c  for  one  series  of  observations  and  s  —  c 
for  the  other.  The  resolution  of  all  the  equations  of  condition 
by  the  method  of  least  squares  will  then  determine  dSj  dS^j  dXy 
di/y  and  e. 
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It  will  Qsnally,  however,  be  inexpedient  to  retain  dS%  as  its 
coefficient  will  differ  very  little  from  that  of  dS,  The  value  ot 
the  8un*8  semidiameter  is  now  so  well  determined  that  in  dis- 
cussions of  this  kind  it  will  be  quite  allowable  to  put  dS^  =0. 

We  may  also  form  equations  of  condition  from  the  position 
angles.  The  angle  tt  is  formed  by  SM  and  a  circle  of  declina- 
tion drawn  to  the  middle  point  of  SM,  while  p  is  foi*med  a^  the 
point  D.  Denoting  the  middle  point  of  SM  by  JS,  we  have  DE 
ffsr  J<r  —  S'  cos/i'  =  J  {ScoBfi  —  <S'  008 /i')  =A;  and  we  can  now 
compute  the  position  angle  of  CC  at  the  point  2>  from  the 
known  parts  of  the  triangle  formed  by  the  points  D,  JE,  and  the 
pole.     Let  jp'  denote  this  computed  value ;  we  readily  find 

p'  =  IT  —  90**  -f  A  sinir  tan  J  (^'  +  ^)  (»28) 

Putting  the  observed  value  p  =p^  +  dp%  we  have,  by  neglecting 
the  insensible  variations  of  the  last  term  of  (828),  rfp'  =  efe,  and, 
consequently, 

cos  IT  dx       Bmizdy  ,  -__^ 

:-^i7- r-f7=l>— /  (829) 

<r  sm  r         a  SID  1' 

where  dXj  dy,  and  <r  are  e3q)ressed  in  seconds  and  dp'  in  minutes. 
Prom  all  the  equations  thus  formed,  we  can  find  dx  and  dy\  or 
we  can  combine  all  the  equations  of  the  forms  (827)  and  (829)  in 
a  single  discussion.  We  see  that  the  corrections  of  the  semi- 
diameters  cannot  be  determined  from  the  position  angles  alone. 
"When  the  observations  are  made  with  the  heliometer,  each 
must  be  a  single  observation,  for  the  chord  s  changes  so  rapidly 
that  we  cannot  combine  two  opposite  observations,  as  has  been 
supposed  in  Art.  275.  We  must,  therefore,  reduce  each  obser- 
vation by  the  general  formula  (811),  in  which,  however,  we  may 
xaake/=  0,  by  making  all  the  contacts  in  the  heliometer  axis 
or  middle  of  the  field.  The  angle  J^in  these  formulee  must  then 
be  known ;  but  if  it  has  not  been  determined  with  certainty,  we 
may  introduce  it  into  our  equations  of  condition  as  an  additional 
unknown  quantity.  For  one  series  of  observations,  we  must 
write p  +  Em  the  place  of  p  in  (829),  and  for  the  other  series, 
in  opposite  positions  of  the  semi-lenses,  we  must  write  p  —  ^in 
the  place  of  E,  But,  as  E  varies  inversely  with  the  distance  s, 
it  will  be  necessary  to  put 

^.sinV 
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in  which  7"  is  a  constant  which  will  be  expressed  in  seconds, 
since  s  is  in  seconds  and  U  in  minutes.  The  equation  (329)  may 
then  be  put  under  the  form* 

8  S 

-  Qosxdx Biurtdy^r  =  3  sin  (j»  — /)  (329*) 

For  some  observations  of  the  cusps  of  the  solar  eclipse  of  July 
28,  1851,  made  with  the  heliometer  of  the  Konigsberg  Observa- 
tory and  reduced  by  the  preceding  method  by  tlie  Director 
WiCHMANN,  see  Astron.  NacLy  Vol.  XXXIII.  p.  809. 

THE   BINO   MICROMETER. 

285.  This  is  simply  a  thin  metallic  ring,  exactly  circular, 
placed  in  the  focus  of  the  objective,  with  its  plane  at  right  angles 
to  the  optical  axis.  From  the  times  of  transit  of  two  stars  across 
its  edge,  the  telescope  remaining  fixed  throughout  the  observa- 
tion, we  can  find  both  the  difference  of  right  ascension  and  the 
difference  of  declination  of  the  stars.  Although  inferior  in 
accuracy  to  the  filar  micrometer  and  the  heliometer,  it  possesses 
the  advantage  over  the  former  of  not  requiring  illumination,  and 
over  both  in  not  requiring  an  equatorial  mounting  of  the  telescope. 
Let  ABB' A'  represent  the  inner  edge  of  the  ring.     Denote  by 

i,  and  t,  the  observed  sidereal  times  of  ingress 
and  egress  of  a  star  at  the  points-^,  and  B;  by 
//  and  t^'  the  same  for  a  star  observed  at 
A'  and  B'.  Upon  the  supposition  that  the 
paths  of  the  stars  across  the  field  are  recti- 
linear, the  straight  line  CMM'y  drawn  from 
the  centre  C of  the  ring  perpendicular  to  the 
chords  AB  and  A'B'^  will  coincide  with  the 
declination  circle  of  the  point  C,  The  time 
of  the  transit  of  the  first  star  over  this  circle  is  the  arithmetical 
mean  of  the  times  i^  and  <,  =  J  (^1  +  ^2)  >  ^hat  of  the  transit  of  the 
second  star  over  the  same  circle  is  J(^/  +  <'/);  and,  hence,  if  a  and 
a'  are  the  right  ascensions  of  the  stars,  we  have 

a^-a=:K^^+^0"K^+g  '  (330) 

*  By  (807),  we  peroeire  that  y  is  here  the  raluc  of  the  quantity  (m  —  a)  {k  —  V) 
~{-  h' —  h  expressed  in  seconds ;  and  by  putting  its  ralue  found  from  the  discussion 
of  the  equations  (829)  in  the  second  member  of  (816),  and  also  the  true  ralue  of 
m  —  a  found  from  the  ralue  of  c  by  (827),  we  shaU  hare  an  equation  for  determining 
A-^*'and&'— 4. 
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Let  r  denote  the  radius  of  the  ring  expressed  in  seconds  of 
arc,  9  and  9'  the  declinations  of  the  stars,  and  put 


r-t,-t. 

*'  =  *.'-</ 

Y^BCM 

r'=^B'CM' 

d=MC 

d'=  M'C 

then  we  have 

p.'==B'M' 

15 

U T  COB  C 

2 

a'  = 

—  —  r  cos  d' 
2 

At 
8inr  =  - 

r 

sin 

y-'r 

d      r  cosy 

d': 

=  r  cos  y 

(831) 


and  hence  the  difference  of  declination  of  the  stars : 

d'^d  =  d'-'d  (832) 

The  signs  of  cos  y  and  cos  f  are  not  determined  by  the  second 
equations  of  (381);  consequently,  either  sign  may  be  used  in 
computing  d  or  rf'.  To  remove  the  ambiguity,  it  is  necessary 
that  the  observer  note  the  positions  of  the  stars  with  respect  to 
the  centre  of  the  ring :  then  d  or  rf'  will  be  positive  when  the  star 
passes  north  and  negative  when  soiUh  of  the  centre. 

Example.* — On  the  11th  of  April,  1848,  at  the  Observatorj-  of 
Bilk,  the  planet  Flora  and  a  neighboring  star  were  compared  by 
a  ring  micrometer  of  a  six  feet  refractor.  The  observed  sidereal 
times  were  as  follows: 

Flora  (N.  of  centre).  Star  (N.  of  centre), 

f/  =  11»  16"  85'.0  t^  =  11*  17"  53*.0 

f;=ll\7    26.6  f,==ll   19    46.6 

t'  ==  60 .6  T  =  1    68 .6 

The  approximate  declination  of  Flora  was  d^=  +  24®  6'.4.  The 
apparent  place  of  the  star  was 

a  ==        6»  4"  61*  .98 
^==  +  24^  1'     9".01 

The  radius  of  the  ring  was  r  -=  1126".25;  and  hence 

*  Br*unnow*8  Sphariache  Astronomie,  p.  646. 
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logr"  1.70829  logr  2^)5600 

log  COS  a'  9.96043  log  coa  d  9.96067 

logAi'  2.53878  log/i  2.89073 

log  Bin  /  9.48715  log  sin  r  9.83910 

log  cos  /  9.97850  log  cos  j  9.85940 

log  6?'  8.08013  log<2  2.91103 

d'  =  +  \r  51".9  d  =  + 13'  34".8 

The  planet  and  star  being  both  observed  on  the  north  side  of  the 
centre  of  the  field,  d*  and  d  are  both  positive,  and  hence 

a '  —  ^  =  (f '  —  (f  =  +  4' 17'M 

For  the  times  of  transit  over  the  declination  circle  of  the  middle 
of  the  field,  we  have 

Flora,  \  (*/  +  ^,0  =  IP  17-   0».26 

Star,    i  (^  +  tj  =  11  18    49  .75 

«'  —  a  =  —    1    49 .50 

Henoe  we  have  for  the  planet 

•'  =        6»  3-  2'.43 
^'=n=  +  24«»5'26'M 

which  values  express  the  planet's  apparent  place  at  the  time  of  its 
passage  over  the  declination  circle  of  the  middle  of  the  field,  that 
is,  at  the  sidereal  time  11*  17"'  0'.25.  But  the  eflPect  of  refraction 
has  not  yet  been  allowed  for.     See  Art.  300. 

286.  Oorreciion  far  curvature. — ^The  correction  which  the  pre- 
ceding method  requires,  in  consequence  of  the  curvature  of  the 
paths  of  the  stars^  may  be  found  as  follows.  In  the  spherical 
triangle  of  which  the  three  angular  points  are  the  pole,  the  centre 
of  the  ring,  and  the  point  where  the  star  entets  or  leaves  the  ring, 
we  have 

sId  3  =z  sin  D  cos  r  +  cos  2>  sin  r  cos  j' 

where  D  is  the  declination  of  the  centre  of  the  ring.  For  the 
second  star,  we  have 

sin  d'=z  sin  2)  cos  r  -f  <^os  D  sin  r  cos  / 
and  the  difference  of  these  equations  gives 

2  sin  §  {d'  —  ^)  cos  J  (^'  +  *)  an  (sin  r  cos  /  —  sin  r  cos  7^)  cos  D 


or,  very  nearly, 

(^'  —  a)  cos  i  (d'  +  ^)  =  (r  cos  ^  —  r  cos  f)  cos  D 

=  (rf'~d)co«2> 

in  which  d'  —  rf  is  the  approximate  difterence  found  by  the  pre- 
ceding article.    But  we  have,  very  nearly, 

the  mean  of  which  is 

and  we  may,  therefore,  put 

cos  D  =  cos  ^  (d'  +  J)  +  J  ((f'  +  d)  sm  l"sin  \  (8*  +  d) 

so  that  we  obtain 

d'—d=zd'-^d  +  J(<i'+  (f)  (4'— (f)  sin  rtan  H^'+  ^)   (333) 

Hence,  the  correction  of  the  difterence  of  declination  found  upon 
the  supposition  that  the  path  of  the  star  is  rectilinear,  is 

+  i(d'+^  (^'—  d) sin  r tan  i (d'  +  d) 

The  correction  disappears  when  rf'  and  d  are  numerically  equal, 
that  is,  when  the  stars  are  observed  at  equal  distances  from  the 
centre  of  the  ring. 

In  the  example  of  the  preceding  article,  this  correction 
amounts  to  *f  0"«62,  and  the  corrected  difference  of  declination  is 

^'-.^  =  +  4'17".62 

287.  If  the  outer  edge  of  the  ring  is  also  an  exact  circle,  it  may 
be  used  in  the  same  manner  as  the  inner  edge.  Let  the  fbur 
transits  of  a  star  over  the  edges  of  both  rings  be  observed  at  the 
times  ^,  t^t^ft^;  then,  if  r  is  the  radius  of  the  outer  ring,  r^  that 
of  the  inner  ring,  we  put 

sm  r  =  —  Sjn  r,  s^  — 

so  that  with  the  outer  ring  we  find 

d  :f^  r  QKHkY 


(334) 
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and  with  the  inner  ring, 

<;  =  r,  cos  /i 

and  the  mean  of  these  values  will  he  taken  as  the  true  value  of 
d.  In  the  same  manner  d'  for  the  second  star  will  he  found, 
after  which  d'—d  =  d'  —  d. 

But  when  the  four  observations  have  been  6btained,  the  pro 
cess  of  reduction  may  be  slightly  abridged,  as  follows  :* 

The  sum  and  difference  of  the  values  oi  d^  give 

f « Tj*  =  /Ei* /Ij' 

Putting 

a  =  — - — * 
2 

2a  2a 

we  find 

r  —  r,  = *-=  2a  sm  A  sm  B 

*  2a 

r*+  r/  ==  2  a«  (1  +  sin«  ^  sin«  J?) 
M*+  /i/  =  2  a«  (sin*  ^  +  sin*  B) 

which,  substituted  in  the  above  value  of  cP,  give 

4«  =  a'coB*ji  cos'J^ 
or 

d  =a  cos  A  cos B  (385) 

so  that,  ^  and  B  being  found  by  (884),  d  is  found  by  (885).  The 
formula  (834)  for  determining  A  and  B  may  also  be  written  as 

follows : 

.      ,       15  (t  -f  T.)  cos  d  .     -.       15  (t  —  T.)  cos  d 

sm  J.  =  — ^ — ■ — ^~ fsm  B  =  — ^^^ 

4a  4a 

in  which  r  =  ^^  —  ^^  and  r^  =  ^  —  (|. 

Example. — On  the  24th  of  June,  1850,  at  the  Observatory  of 
Bilk,  Petersen's  comet  and  a  star  were  observed  with  a  double- 
ring  micrometer,  as  follows: 

Comet  (N.  of  oentro).  Stur  (8.  of  centre). 

t;    18»15*54*.  t^    18»18*55-.3 

U  1«   20  f,  19    18. 

t;  17    21  t,  21    20.5 

C  17   48  t^  21   37.5 

*  Bruvxow's  Sphirisohe  Astronomie,  p.  549. 
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The  approximate  declination  of  the  comet  was  8'=  +  59®  20', 
and  the  apparent  place  of  the  star  was 

a  =  14»  63-  80*.75  ^  =  4-  SS^*  T  12'M9 

The  radii  of  the  rings  were — 

Outer,    r  =  ir2r'.09 

Inner,    *r^=    9  26  .29 

whence 


a  =  10  23  .69 


Then  we  find : 


logCr'  +  V) 
logCr'-^r/) 

,      15  cos  d' 

log  sin  A' 
log  sin  £' 
log  cos  A' 
log  cos  B' 
log  (2' 


Comet. 
t'       1-  54*.0 
t/     1      1 .0 
2.24804 
1.72428 


7.48667 

9.72971 
9.21095 
9.92628 
9.99419 
2.71539 


T 

log(r  +  Ti) 
log  (t  —  Ti) 

,      15  cos  d 

log  sin  A 
log  sin  B 
log  cos  A 
log  cos  B 
log  d 
d  = 


Star. 
2-  42-.2 
2      7.5 
2.46195 
1.54088 

7.48938 

9.95138 
9.02971 
9.65137 
9.99750 
2.44384 
—  4'37".87 


(f'  =  +  8'39".27 

rf'  —  (f  =  +  13'  17".14 
and  for  the  difference  of  right  ascension, 

a'  —  a  =  —  3-  25*.83 

288.  To  find  the  correction  for  the  proper  motion  of  one  of  the  objects. 
— The  most  common  application  of  the  ring  micrometer  is  to  the 
determination  of  the  difference  of  right  ascensions  and  declina- 
tions of  a  star,  and  a  planet,  or  comet.  But  since  a  planet  (or 
comet)  changes  both  its  right  ascension  and  declination  during 
the  time  of  an  observation,  its  path  will  not 
be  at  right  angles  to  the  declination  circle 
drawn  through  the  centre  of  the  ring:  so 
that  the  differences  found  by  the  preceding 
methods  will  require  a  correction. 

Let  Aby  Fig.  62,  be  the  path  of  the  planet 
across  the  ring;  Cm  the  declination  circle 
through  C,  the  centre  of  the  ring.  Draw 
AB  perpendicular  to  Ow,  Cn  perpendicular 
to  Aby  bp  perpendicular  to  AB.    Put 


Fig.  02. 
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A«'  =  the  increase  of  the  planet's  right  aseeMion 

in  one  aidereal  seeoiMly 
4^'  =  the  increase  of  the  dedination  in  one  sid. 

second, 
tif  tjl  =  the  sid.  times  of  ingress  and  egress  of  the 

planet  at  A  and  b^ 

X  =  the  correction  of  the  mean,  of  f/  and  //,  or 
of  the  right  ascension  of  the  planet  found 
by  the  preceding  methods, 
i  (V  +  ^t )  +  ^  ==  ^^^  B^^'  time  of  the  planet's  transit  at  m^ 

fi  =  the  angle  BAb  =  mCn. 

The  arc  bp  may  be  regarded  as  a  portion  of  the  declination  circle 
drawn  tkrongh  6.  The  angle  at  the  pole  included  by  this  circle 
and  the  declination  circle  of  A  is  the  hour  angle  described  by  the 
planet  in  the  time  r',  which  hoar  angle  is  t'  —  t'.  6a'=T'  (1 — Aa'). 
Hence  we  have,  very  nearly, 

Ap  =  ISt'Cl  —  Aa')oos  dT 
We  have,  also, 

bp  =  t'.  ^d' 
whence 

iATi  fi  =  : 

16  COS  d'  (1  —  Aa') 

or,  since  the  squares  of  Ckd'  and  Aa'  or  their  product  may  be 
neglected, 

Ad' 

tan  fi  = 


15  COS  d' 

The  correction  x  is  the  time  in  which  the  planet  desoiibes  tlie 
line  nm,  and  this  time  is  found  by  the  proportion 

r'tx  =1  Abtnm  =  AbiCnianfi 

for  which  we  can  take 

t'  :  J?  =  1 6 1'  cos  d ' :  (f '  tan  /? 

whence,  substituting  the  value  of  tan  j9, 

^~(15co8d0'  ^^^ 

Since  Ab  =  Ap  sec  ^,  and  sec  p  differs  from  unity  only  by 

terms  ilivolving  {^iy^  we  may  take  Ab  =  Ap^  and  hence 

.          ,    .          ISr'cosd'  ,,  ,^         ,  „  .. 

An  =  iAp  = (1  —  Aa')  =  /«'  (1  —  A»') 


so  that  to  compute  d'=Oim  this  case  we  have 

sm/=^(l  — Att')  ci'=:rcoi^  (S87> 

that  is,  the  computation  by  the  preceding  methods  will  ^ve  the 
value  of  d'j  corrected  for  the  proper  motion,  if  we  employ 
fi^  (1  --  ^)  instead  o£  //.  In  the  method  of  Article  287,  with  a 
double*ring  micrometer,  the  logarithm  of  1  —  Aa'  may  be  added 

to  the  lojrarithm  of  — • 

°  4a 

Example. — ^In  the  example  of  the  preceding  article  the  comet's 
motion  in  one  mean  day  was,  in  right  ascension  —  9*  0*,  and  in 
declination  —  1®  17';  and  therefore,  since  one  mean  day  contains 
86636  sidereal  seconds,  * 

A«'  =  — -£r!L.  log(l  — Aa')=    0.00160 

86636  ^^  ^ 

4620" 
^S'=  -_  ^f^  log  A^'  =  n8.72694 

86636  * 

Hence,  in  the  computation  of  d'  we  have 

logli^(l-^0    7.48817 

log  sin  il'  9.73121 
log  sin  B'  9.21245 
log  cos  A'  9.92563 
log  cos  ^'  9.99415  . 
logd'  2.71475 
d'=  +  8'88".50 


^i^mm^^0l^ 


*  Tbe  logarithm  of  1  —  Aa'  may  be  found  at  once  from  the  change  of  right  ascen* 
sion  in  4S  hours,  as  follows.  Let  this  change  be  expressed  in  minute$  of  are,  and 
denoted  hj  (Aa'),  then  we  hate 

^^,^_jA«OX60_^(Aa') 

15  X  ^  X  S^^SO      ^19 

But  if  M  is  the  modulus  of  common  logarithms,  we  hare  ftrom  the  derelopment  of 
log  (1  —  Ao')  in  aeries,  by  neglecting  the  second  and  higher  powers  of  £m% 


log(l— A»')=  — JTAci' 


0.4S429(Aa') 


48818 
or,  rery  nearly,         ^ 

•       log  (1  —  Ao')  =  —  0.00001  ( Ao') 

Hence,  to  correct  for  the  proper  motion  in  the  computation  of  d,  subtract  from  the 
logarithm  of  ^'  as  many  units  of  the  5th  decimal  place  as  there  are  minutes  of  arc  in 
the  48  hour  increase  of  right  ascension. 
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and,  therefore, 


By  (836)  we  find 
whence 


d'  —  d  =  +  13'  16".87 
x=      —    0«.47 

The  correction  ot  d'  —  d  for  the  curvature  of  the  path  is,  in  this 
case,  by  (383),  +  0''.78;  whence 

^'— d  =  +  13'17M6 

60  that  the  corrections  for  curvature  and  proper  motion  here, 
accidentally,  almost  destroy  each  other. 

The  apparent  place  of  the  comet  (still  affected,  however,  by 
parallax  and  planetary  aberration,  as  well  as  the  difierential 
refraction)  is,  therefore, 

J=      14*50"   4*.45 
a'  =  +  59^  20'  29".34 

at  the  sidereal  time  18*  16*  SO^JS. 

289.  It  is  yet  to  be  shown  under  what  conditions  errors  of 
observation  or  of  the  data  will  have  the  least  effect  upon  the 
results  obtained  with  the  ring  micrometer.  For  the  effect  of  an 
error  at  in  the  observed  interval,  we  have,  by  differentiating  (331), 

15  cos  d .  Ar 

Ar-= 

2rcoB/' 

A<i  =  —  r  sin  /* .  A/*  =  —  '/  cos  9  tan  y .  At 

which  shows  that  the  error  in  the  observed  time  produces  the 
least  effect  upon  d  when  tan  y  is  least,  and,  therefore,  for  the  most 
accurate  determination  of  the  declination,  the  chords  described 
by  the  two  stars  should  be  as  far  from  the  centre  of  the  ring  as 
possible,  or  the  difference  of  declination  should  be  but  little  less 
than  the  diameter  of  the  ring.  If  d  is  not  much  less  than  r,  it 
will  be  advisable  to  let  the  stars  pass  across  the  field  on  opposite 
sides  of  the  centre,  at  nearly  equal  distances  from  it.  But  if  rf  is 
very  small,  both  stars  should  pass  as  far  from  the  centre  as 
possible,  on  the  same  side  of  it.  # 

For  the  effect  of  an  error  in  r,  we  have 

■ 

Ai  =  —  Ar  =  Ar .  sec  r 

d  ^ 
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which  is  also  least  when  the  star  is  farthest  from  the  centre  of 
the  field. 

For  the  second  star,  we  have  also  ^d'  =  Ar  sec  f^  and  hence 

A  (d!  —  <f)  =  Ar  (sec  /  —  sec  y) 

8o  that  if  the  stars  are  on  the  same  parallel  of  declination  (when 
;-  =  7^)  the  error  in  r  has  no  eflfect  upon  the  computed  difference 
of  declination,  as,  indeed,  is  otherwise  evident 

For  the  accurate  determination  of  the  difference  of  right 
ascension,  it  is  plain  that  the  stars  should  pass  as  near  to  the 
centre  of  the  field  as  possible,  since  the  immersions  and  emer- 
sions can  then  be  most  accurately  observed. 

290.  To  find  the  radius  of  the  ring. — Fbrst  Method. — Observe  the 
transits  of  the  sun's  limb  over  the  • 

edge  of  the  ring.    Four  contacts  **' 

will  be  observed,  the  sun*s  centre 
being  at  the  points  «,  ft,  e,  d  (Fig. 
68)  at  the  times  ^„  t^  t^  t^.  If  the 
radius  of  the  ring  is  denoted  by  r 
and  the  sun's  semidiameter  by  jR, 
we  see  that  the  external  contacts 
(at  a  and  d)  are  observed  at  the 
times  at  which  the  transit  of  the 
sun's  centre  would  be  observed 
over  a  ring  whose  radius  was  r  +  B;  while  the  internal  contacts 
(at  ft  and  c)  are  observed  at  the  times  at  which  the  transit  of  the 
sun's  centre  would  be  observed  over  a  ring  whose  radius  was 
r  —  JS.    Hence,  putting  8  =  sun's  declination,  and 


r  =  t,-t. 


y=u-t. 


we  have,  by  Art.  285,  flrom  the  external  contacts, 


2  (r  +  JR)  sin  r 
2  (r  +  2?)  cos  r 

and  from  the  inner  contacts, 


15  r  cos  d 

d 


2(r  — i?)8in  /=15t'cob^ 
2{r^R)co^f=d 
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X  and  fy  we  hav^ 


4(r  +  JB)«  =  (15  r  cos  f)«  +  i« 
4(r  —  i2)»  =  (16 1' COB  a)»  +  d^ 


and  eliminating  c^",  we  obtain 


(16  cos  (J)«  (r  +  T^  (t  —  /) 
16  J2 


<838) 


In  order  to  take  into  acconnt  the  sun^s  motion  in  right  ascension, 
tbe  intervals  r  and  r'  should  be  expressed  in  apparent  time. 

It  is  easy  to  see  that  the  formula  (888)  will  still  be  applicable 
when  the  sun's  diameter  is  greater  than  that  of  the  ring. 

ExAMPLB.* — The  sun  was  observed  with  a  ring  micrometer  at 
the  Observatory  of  Bilk  as  follows : 

Extomal  Contaoti.  Interna]  OonUets. 

fi  =  10*31-   8-.2  Sid.  time  f,  =  10*  82- SO-.S 

f^=10  84   47.6  r,==10  88    ^.8 

The  sun's  declination  was  d  =  -\-  23°  14'  50" ;  the  semidiameter 
i2  =  15^  45'^07 ;  and  the  sun's  motion  in  right  ascension  was 
4"*  6'.7  in  one  day. 

The  sidereal  intervals  8^  89*.  8  and  54'.  5  must  be  reduced  to 
Intervals  of  apparent  time  by  multiplying  them  by  the  factor 

1  _  1^  =  0.99718 
86636 

whence 

T  =  218'.67  ^  =  64'.84 

and  hence,  by  (888), 

r  =  9'  23". 67 

Second  Method, — Observe  the  transits  of  two  stars  the  differ- 
ence of  whose  declinations  is  accurately  known.  Then,  r  and  r' 
being,  as  before,  the  intervals  between  the  ingress  and  egress  of 
the  two  stars  respectively,  we  have 

IL  =z\f  T  cos  ^=r8in;'  d  =  ±:r  cos  y 

jtt'  =  \f  t'  cos  d'  =  r  sin  /  rf '  =  :t  r  cos  / 

Since  for  determining  r  it  will  always  be  advisable  to  select  a 

*  Beuhhow,  Sph&risohe  Astronomie,  p.  561. 
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pair  of  stars  whose  difference  of  declination  is  not  MTieh  less 
than  the  diameter  of  the  ring,  the  stars  will  he  ohserved  on 
opposite  sides  of  the  centre :  we  shall,  therefore,  have 

d'  —  <i  =  r  (cos  ;'  -f  <sos  /) 

Let  A  and  B  he  assumed,  so  that 

then 

d'^d  =  r[oos(A  +  B)  +  cob(A— -B)]  =  2roo8jl  oos^ 
fj!  ^  ix  =  r  [sin  {A  +  B)  +  sin  {A  —  By]  =»  2r  sin  X  cos  ^ 
/i'  —  fi=s.r  [sin  (il  +  J)  —  sin  (A  —  JB)]  =  2r  cos  A  sin  J? 

Hence  we  derive 

d'-d  ^      d'-d 

d'-d  '  <^^*^ 

r  = 

2cos  Jlcos^ 

We  may  also  me  my  one  of  the  following  forms  for  r; 


2sin^cos2?       2eoSii6inj^      sin(il  +  £)       Bra(il  — JB) 

In  order  to  render  this  melihod  exact,  the  atmospheric  refrac- 
tion should  he  taken  into  account.  Its  effect  upon  micrometric 
observations  in  general  will  be  considered  hereafter,  but,  since 
for  determining  the  radius  of  the  ring  micrometer  it  will  be 
advisable  to  take  the  observations  near  the  ineridian,  the  refrac- 
tion may  be  allowed  for  in  a  very  simple  manner ;  for  we  may 
then  neglect  its  effect  upon  the  right  ascensions  of  the  stars.  The 
effect  upon  the  declinations  is  found  by  the  formulse  (234)  and 
(20)  of  Vol.  I. ;  according  to  which,  if  d  and  ^'  are  the  true  decli- 
nations, the  apparent  values  are 

a  +*'cot(^  +  JV) 
a'+ A:'cot(a'+ JV^) 

where  taniV=  coty>  coer^,  tp  being  the  latitude  of  the  place  of 
observation,  and  r,,  the  hour  angle  of  the  centre  of  the  ring. 
Hence  the  apparent  difference  of  declination,  which  we  will 
denote  by  (3'  —  d\ 


sin  (d  4-  JT)  sin  (d'  +  JT) 
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for  which  we  may  take 

which  is  to  be  used  for  d^  —  din  (889).  It  will  here  generally 
suffice  to  take  Ar'  =  67" ;  but  it  may  be  accurately  found  by 
Column  B  of  Table  II, 

When  the  stars  are  not  very  near  the  equator,  the  correction 
for  curvature  must  be  applied.  If  r  were  given,  the  observations, 
computed  upon  the  supposition  that  the  paths  of  the  stars  are 
rectilinear,  would  give  the  approximate  difference  d'  —  d,  and 
hence  in  the  inverse  process  we  have  only  to  use  d'  —  d  instead 
of  (i'  —  d)  in  order  to  obtain  the  true  value  of  r.  Now,  by  (338), 

(f' —  d  =  (d'— ^;^-.isin  l"(<i'«  —  d«)  tan  »(*'+ ^) 

or,  since  d'*--  d^=  —  (ji^  —  //), 
(i '  —  4  =  (<>'—«)  +  ^  sin  1"  (//  +^)(y  —  pt)  tan  i  {d'  +  3)    (341) 

in  which  (i'  — -  i)  is  the  difference  of  declination  corrected  for 
refraction. 

Example. — ^The  radius  of  the  ring  of  the  micrometer  em- 
ployed in  the  example  of  Art.  285  was  determined  by  the  stars 
Asterope  and  Merope  of  the  Pleiades^  the  declinations  of  which 

were 

a'  =  +  24^  4'  24".26  d  =  +  28«  28'  r.86 

and  the  observed  intervals  were 

t'  =  18*.5  T  =  66*.2 

In  order  to  illustrate  the  use  of  (840),  let  us  suppose  the  hour 
angle  of  the  centre  of  the  ring  to  have  been  r^  =  1*  =  15® ;  then, 
the  latitude  of  Bilk  being  ^  =  +  51°  12'  25",  we  find 

iV^=87M9'.6  log  A' =  log  57"  1J559 

\(d^d')-\-N=%\    35.9  logco6ec*[}(^  +  O  +  ^0-m** 

a'  —  ^  =  36'  17".41  log  sin  (5/  —  S)  8.0285 

corr.      —    0  .78  log  corr.  ii9.8908 

(^'  — ^)  =  36'16".63 

*We  find,  in  the  next  place, 

jtt'=126".68  iL=    886".63 

log  Oi'  +  ;£)  =  2.71038  log  (;*'  —  /»)  =  n2.41489 
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Ti^hence  the  correction  for  curvature  is,  by  (841),  =  -—  0".14,  and 
ther/efore 

d''^d  =  36'  16".48 

with  which  we  now  find,  by  (889), 

log  tan  -4  =  9.37268  log  tan  B  =  9.07714 

log  sec  A  0.01175 

log  sec  B  0.00308 

log  (d'--d)  3.83775 

log  2  r  3.35258 

r  =  18'  46".03 

Third  Method. — ^Direct  the  telescope  of  a  theodolite  towards 
the  objective  of  the  telescope  which  carries  the  micrometer,  and 
measure  directly  the  angular  diameter  of  the  ring  by  either  the 
vertical  or  the  horizontal  circle  of  the  theodolite,  as  in  the  case 
of  the  filar  micrometer.  Art.  46.* 

291.  The  filar  micrometer,  the  heliometer,  and  the  ring  micro* 
meter  are  now  almost  the  only  micrometers  in  use.  I  will, 
therefore,  here  only  briefly  mention  two  or  three  others,  as  it  is 
not  within  the  plan  of  this  work  to  enter  upon  the  history  of  the 
numerous  instruments  of  this  class  which  have  been  proposed. 

The  duplication  of  the  images  of  objects,  which  is  effected  in 
the  heliometer  by  dividing  the  objective,  has  also  been  effected 
by  dividing  the  ocular,  constituting  what  has  been  known  as  the 
double-image  eye-piece  micrometer.  The  principle  of  this  instrument 
is  identical  with  that  of  Ramsden's  Dynameter,  which  is  still 
rised  for  measuring  the  magnifying  power  of  telescopes  (Art.  18). 
It  is  evident  that  by  separating  the  two  halves  of  a  simple  eye- 
lens  until  the  image  of  one  star  coincides  with  that  of  another, 
the  angular  distance  of  the  stars  becomes  known  from  the  known 
angular  value  of  a  revolution  of  the  screw  by  which  the  separa- 
tion is  produced.  Amici,  of  Modena,  is  said  to  have  produced 
the  best  micrometers  of  this  kind. 

The  duplication  of  images  is  also  effected  by  the  use  of  a 
doubly  refracting  prism  of  rock  crystal,  originally  proposed  by 
EocHOX.  The  difliculty  of  determining  the  relation  between  the 
^ven  position  of  the  crystal  and  the  angular  distance  of  two 

*  upon  the  ring  raiorometer,  gee  also  papers  by  Bksiel  in  the  Monattieke  Corrn- 
spundeni.  Vols.  XXIV.  and  XXVI. 
Vol.  II.— 29 
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objects  which  have  been  brought  into  contact,  is  a  considerable 
obstacle  to  its  general  use,  to  say  nothing  of  the  optical  difficul- 
ties in  obtaining  well  defined  images  free  from  color.* 

Struvb  has  proposed  the  use  of  a  graduated  plate  of  trans- 
parent mica  placed  in  the  focus  of  the  equatorial,  and  this  method 
has  been  employed  by  the  Messrs.  Bond  in  cataloguing  small 
stars.  Upon  a  plate  of  mica  ^  of  an  inch  in  thickness  are 
drawn  two  sets  of  parallel  lines,  one  system  representing  decli- 
nation circles,  the  other,  at  right  angles  to  the  first,  representing 
parallels  of  declination.  The  relative  declination  of  two  stars 
which  pass  over  the  field  is  determined  by  merely  observing  the 
divisions  of  the  graduated  declination  scale  over  which  or  near 
which  they  pass;  and  their  relative  right  ascension  is  found 
from  the  observed  times  of  their  transits  over  the  lines  which 
represent  declination  circles,  these  times  being  noted  by  the  aid 
of  the  electro-chronograph.f 

An  ingenious  mode  of  employing  a  double  eye  piece  micro- 
meter (consisting  of  two  complete  eye  pieces),  apparently  giving 
very  precise  results,  is  suggested  by  Mr.  Alvan  Clark,  of  Boston, 
in  the  Proceedings  of  the  Am.  Association  for  the  Adv.  of 
Science,  10th  meeting,  p.  108. 

correction  of  micrometrio  observations,  for  refraction. 

292.  Since  the  position  of  each  of  the  two  observed  stars  is 
affected  by  the  atmospheric  refraction,  their  relative  position,  de- 
termined by  the  micrometer,  is  also  affected  by  it.  The  object 
of  the  following  investigations  is  to  determine  the  correction  of 
the  micrometric  measures  themselves,  without  requiring  a  sepa- 
rate consideration  of  the  absolute  places  of  the  two  stars.^ 

293.  To  find  the  effect  of  refraction  upon  the  observed  (mgvJar  (Bstanee 
of  two  stars  and  upon  the  angle  which  the  great  circk  joining  the  stars 
makes  with  a  vertical  circle, — This  mode  of  observation  is  indeed 
not  practised,  but  the  investigation  of  the  effect  of  refraction  in 


*  For  a  description  of  a  number  of  double  image  miorometers,  see  Pbabsoh** 
Practical  Astronomy. 

f  See  AnnaU  of  the  Aatronomietd  Ohaervatory  of  Harvard  CoUege^  Vol.  I. 

{  I  have  followed  Bxsskl's  methods  (Aatnm,  Uhfertueh.^  Vol.  I.)  in  the  isresttg^- 
tioB  of  the  greater  ]»art  of  the  formulas.  That  portion  of  his  article  which  relates  to 
the  ring  micrometer  is,  however,  considerably  abridged  aod  fimpUfted. 
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this  case  is  very  simple,  and  will  serve  as  the  ground-work  of 
the  subsequent  applications.     Denote  by 

C^  C'y  and  z,  s^,  the  true  and  apparent  zenith  distances  of  the 

two  stars  8  and  8'; 
Ay  their  difference  of  azimuth } 
r,  r',  their  refractions ; 
k,  X\  and  2,  Vy  the  true  and  apparent  angles  which  the  great 
^  circle  joining  the  stars  makes  with  their  re- 

spective vertical  circles,  all  reckoned  in  the 
same  direction ; 
a^  8,  the  true  and  apparent  distances  of  the  stars. 

We  have,  in  the  triangle  formed  by  the  zenith  and  the  appa- 
rent places  of  the  stars,  by  the  Gaussian  equations  of  spherical 
trigonometry, 

sin i^ sin  i(l  -\-  V)  =  sin  i^  sin } (2r  -f-  2^) 
sinidcos}(Z  +  V)  =  cosM  sin}(^  ■— V) 

and  in  the  triangle  formed  by  the  zenith  and  the  true  places  of 

the  stars, 

sinjtf  sin  i(X  +  /)  =  sin  iA  ein}(C  +  C) 
sin  i<r  cos  J  (Jl  -f  /I')  =  cos  J  ii  sin  }  (C  —  C) 

If  we  put 

h=-i(i  +  n      K  =  H^  +  n      Co  =  Kc  +  CO 

and  also  substitute  ^  —  r  and  {;'  —  r'  for  z  and  e',  the  elimination 
of  A  from  the  above  equations  gives 

sin  i <r sin  A,  =  sin  i s  sin  l^--; ^ 


BinCC^-Ur+O] 

t    1         1            sinKC  — O 
sm  J  <r  cos  >L  =  sin  }  «  cos  L ^ ^— 

^  •  sini[C  — C— (r  — 


O] 


"We  may  evidently,  in  the  first  equation,  put  r^  for  J  (r  +  O 
which  is  equivalent  to  assuming  that  the  mean  of  the  refractions 
for  the  zenith  distances  (^  and  (^'  is  the  tame  as  the  refraction  for 
the  mean  of  these  zenith  distances,  an  assumption  producing  here 
no  sensible  error  in  the  factor  sin  [f ^  —  J  (r  +  r')]  or  sin  (f  ^  —  r^), 
We  may  also  take 

'•-r'=^(C-C') 
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dr 
in  which  the  differential  coefficient  —r  expresses  the  rate  of  change 

of  the  refraction  corresponding  to  Z^.    Then,  in  the  fraction 

sin  J  (C  ~  C) 


BinitC  — C— (r  — O] 

which  differs  but  little  from  unity,  we  may  put  the  arcs  for  their 
sines :  so  that,  denoting  this  fraction  by  6,  we  have 

._  C~C^  1 1 

C  — C^  — (r~r^)-"l      T^f*  —  ^      dr. 

If  we  also  put 

__^      sin  Co 

^  sin  (:^  —  r,) 

and  substitute  \ff  and  |^  for  their  sines,  our  formulse  become 

<r  %\nl.  =  8.a  sin  I. 
9  cos  ip  =  s .  6  cos  i'. 
From  these  we  have 

tan  >l»  =  -  tan  I. 
b 

which  developed*  gives 

^  -  ?o  =  -  l^  Bin  2Z,  +  J  (  ^  Y  sin  41.  -  &c.       (342) 

From  the  same  formulse  we  derive 

<r  cos  (X.  —  Z^)  =  s  [a  +  (^  —  «)  eos*  ZJ 
and,  dividing  this  by  cos  {Xq—Iq)  =  1  —  ^{X.  —  l^*  +  &c.,  we  obtain 

tf  — «==«  [a_l-|-(6--a)co8'Zo+|/|^y8in«2Z,+  &c.]    (343) 

294.  To  facilitate  the  computation  of  (342)  and  (343)  a  con- 
venient method  of  finding  a  and  b  is  necessary.  We  have,  for 
any  indeterminate  ^, 

sin  C  sinf^  +  r)  .    sinr 

a  =  -T-T^ r  =  — \  =  cos  r  4- 

Bm(C  —  r)  smz  '    tanz 


b  =      ^>       ==  d(z^+r)  ^  1   .    *: 
<iC  —  dr  dz  "^  dz 


Adopting  for  the  refraction  the  form  (Vol.  L  Arts.  107  and 

117) 

r  =  /r  tan  z 

■  ,  I  .1  W   I  II  ..  I  II 

♦  By  PI.  Trig,  Art.  254. 
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in  which 

k  =  a^f 
we  have,  putting  cos  r  =  1, 

a  =  l  +  A 

b  —  a  =  A  tan*  z  +  -r  tan  z 

dz 

These  quantities  may  therefore  be  found  by  the  aid  of  Column 
A  of  Table  IE.  But,  as  the  argument  is  there  the  apparent 
zenith  distance,  while  in  micrometer  observations  it  is  generally 
the  true  zenith  distance  that  is  given,  it  is  expedient  to  form  a 
new  table,  by  which  a  quantity  x,  depending  upon  the  refraction, 
may  be  found  with  the  argument  ^,  such  that 

h  —  a  =  X  tan*  C 

In  order  to  obtain  the  value  of  x  for  any  state  of  the  air, 
Bbssel  gives  it  the  same  form  as  that  already  adopted  for  k^ 
and  assumes 

in  which  the  factors  ^  and  y^  depending  on  the  barometer  and 
thermometer,  have  the  same  values  as  before. 

The  quantities  log  a",  A  ",  A",  which  are  given  in  Column  C  of 
Table  11.,  must  be  determined  so  as  to  satisfy  the  above  defini- 
tion of  X  for  all  values  of  ^  and  y.    We  have 

,  tan*  z   ,   dk  tan  z       I ,    ,   dk     ^    \  tan'  z 

X  =  A =1  ^  H cot  2f  I 

tan»  :       dz  tan*  C      \         a^r  /  tan*  C 

Taking  the  Napierian  logarithms, 

Ix  =  Za"+  A"lfi  +  X''lr  =  lU  +  —  cot  z\+  2ll^^^^\    (S44) 

From  the  definition  of  A,  we  have 

—  --k  \—  4-IS—4-1  ^^ 
dz         la  dz  dz  dz] 
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Since  p  and  y  differ  but  little  from  unity,  l^  and  ly  are  bo  small 
that  we  may  neglect  their  squares,  so  that  the  logarithm  of  the 
last  factor  of  the  above  expression,  under  the  form  1{1+  x\  may 
be  put  =  X,  and  hence 


ilk  +  ^  cot  z\=U  +  Alfi  +  Xfy  +  lll  + 


da  \ 

7dz) 


-  + 


'    roM 


cot  Z 


(845) 


Now,  let  {z)  denote  that  value  of  z  which  corresponds  to  the 
given  ^  when  j9  ==:  1,  ^^  =s  1,  a  value  which  can  be  found  from 
Column  A  of  the  table,  as  in  Art.  119,  Vol.  I.  Let  the  corre- 
spojiding  values  of  a,  Ay  jl,  as  found  from  that  column,  be  denoted 
by  (a),  (A)y  (^),  and  the  corresponding  refraction  by  (r);  then, 
a',  A'y  X'  being  taken  from  Column  B  for  the  given  ^,  we  have, 
as  in  the  article  just  referred  to, 

(r)  =  (o)  tan  (z)  =  a!  tan  C 

The  second  member  of  (845)  is  a  function  of  Zy  which  may  be 
transformed  into  a  function  of  (z).  The  small  terms  multiplied 
by  l^  and  ly  will  not  be  sensibly  affected  by  substituting  (^)  for 
^,  {A)  for  Ay  &c.  The  other  terms  may  be  developed  by  the 
formula 


in  which 


d(z) 


y  =  —  o'tan  C  {A'l^  +  A'fy)=  —  (a) tan («) (il' ^  +  I'lr) 
We  find 


(«)rf(o) 


+ 


1  + 


«*(») 


(f)«<(»)  J 


(ii'J.«  +  rzr) 


i^ 


1  + 


{t)d{z) 


cot  (z) 
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We  have,  also, 

ton^g  ^  tan  [(z)  +  y]  ^  tan  (^)  _      ,;       .^>^^.^,.. 
tanC  tanC  tanC         C08«(r)  ^  ' 

2^^)  =  2U'  -  21(a)-  -^(A'lfi+X'fy) 
\  tan  C '  cos'  (z) 

Hence,  substituting  in  (844), 

U"  +  A" Ifi  +  X" Ir  =  2la,'  —  Ua)  +l(l+  -^M_  \ 

^  '^        \     ^  (r)diz)l 


+lfi 


(«)rf(ar_  .,,.,,   d(A) 


Of  \  /»/■  ^  T"NTrT sec* (i)-4'+ ---7 cot (r) 

^    '     C08'(2)  <i(«)  1    I      '^H 


+  (r)rf(,) 


+ir 


(,)  -- KgL,>_10^tan(z)i'+  <-)  '^W       ^  ^'  + 
^       COS' (2:)  (^(Z)         ^     ^  1    ,    ^^(^) 


sec»(^)>l'+^jcot(^) 


Since  this  must  be  satisfied  for  all  values  of  ^  and  y^  the  coefficients 
of  l^  and  ly  in  the  two  members  must  be  equal,  respectively. 
Now,  we  have/ound,  in  Vol.  I.  Art.  119, 

Substituting  these  values  in  the  above  equations,  and  comparing 
similar  terms,  we  find 

I  J'  =  2Z«'— K»)  + «/ 1 H — ^^  \ 

\        (r)d(z)l 

\    ^(r)d(/s)r  '  co6•(^)^d(^)         ^'    /Co*6) 

\    ^(r)d(z)}^  '  co8'(^)  ^  d (z)        '"' 

by  which  fa",  ^",  >l"  are  computed.  The  quantities  a  and  a' 
in  Columns  A  and  B  of  the  table,  are  expressed  in  seconds,  but 
a."  in  Column  C  is  in  parts  of  the  radius,  so  that  we  must  add  to 
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the  value  found  by  the  first  of  the  equations  (346),  the  constant 
log  sin  1"  =  4.685575.  In  the  second  member  of  the  other  two 
equations  we  must  also  put  (a)  sin  V  for  (a),  and  d  (z)  sin  V 
for  d{z). 

295.  With  the  table  thus  prepared,  the  computation  of  x  is 
precisely  like  that  of  k  in  finding  the  refraction.  For  example, 
to  find  log  X  for  ^  =  80°,  Barom.  30.85  inches,  Attached  Therm. 
40°  F.,  Ext.  Therm.  35°  F ;  we  have 

^"=       0.994  r=       1.099  logtt"=       6.3947 

log  J?  =  +  0.01092         log  7-  =  +  0.01185         A"  log  fi  =  +  0.0105 

log  r  =  —  0.00081  r logr  =  +  0.0180 

log  /9  =  +  0.01061  log  X  =       6.4182 

296.  Our  fundamental  equations  (342)  and  (843)  may  now  be 
reduced  to  a  much  more  simple  form.  It  is  evident  that  on 
account  of  the  small  value  of  x  we  may  omit  the  terms  in  {b  —  a)*, 

Ac.    For  the  same  reason,  we  may  put  — - —  for  ^- — i  from 

2  6  +  a 

which  it  differs  only  by  terms  involving  x\     In  (843)  we  may 

put  a  —  1  =  X  instead  of  its  true  value  k,  without  sensible  error; 

for  even  at  the  zenith  distance  85°  the  difference  of  x  and  k  is 

only  0.00006,  and  consequently  the  error  of  substituting  one  for 

the  other  in  this  term  will  be  less  than  8  X  0.00006,  so  that  even 

if  8  were  as  great  as  1000"  the  error  would  not  amount  to  0".O6. 

We  therefore  adopt  as  fundamental  the  following  simplified 

forms : 

If  —  «  =  «x  (tan« C  co8« l^+l)  I 

X^—  Z^  =  —  X  tan*  C  cos  /,  Bin  l^  )    ^^*) 

In  these  equations  ^  is  the  mean  of  the  true  zenith  distances  of 
the  two  stars,  and  x  the  corresponding  quantity  in  the  refraction 
table.  The  quantity  l^  is  that  which  would  be  given  directly  by 
the  observation. 

The  mean  zenith  distance  ^  will  be  found,  by  a  single  com- 
putation, from  the  mean  of  the  hour  angles  of  the  two  stars  and 
the  mean  of  their  declinations.  Denoting  these  by  r^and  d^  and 
the  latitude  of  the  place  of  observation  by  y,  we  have,  by  equa* 

tions  (20),  Vol.  I., 

tan  N  =  cot  f  cos  t^ 

.   ,  tan  T.  sin  JV"  , 

tan  Zsmq=         /  }    (348) 

tan  C  cos  q  =  cot  (<J,  +  N) 
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The  parallactic  angle  q  which  these  formulae  give  at  the  same 
time  with  ^  will  be  required  in  the  subsequent  problems.  In 
the  observatory  the  computation  is  facilitated  by  a  table,  com- 
puted for  the  given  latitude,  which  gives  the  value  of  iV,  and  of 
log  n  =  log  (tan  Tq  sin  iV),  for  every  mmute  of  the  hour  angle  r. 
We  then  have  only  to  compute  the  equations 

tan  Z  Bin  q  =  n  cosec  (^^  +  JV)  )  ^348*"^ 

tan  :co9q  =  cot  (^d^+  N)  )  ^ 

297.  Correction  for  refraction  of  micrometric  observations  of  the 
distance  and  position  angle  between  two  stars. — The  observed  position 
angle  p  is  the  position  angle  at  the  middle  point  of  the  arc  joining 
the  two  stars  (Art.  260).  Let  tt  denote  the  true  value  of  this 
angle,  q  the  true  parallactic  angle  found  by  (348);  then  we  have 

X^=it  —  q 
and  if  q^  is  the  apparent  parallactic  angle,  we  have 

From  the  differential  formula  (47)  of  Vol.  L  we  find  that  if  ^ 
varies  by  d(7  =  r,  the  angle  q  varies  by  the  quantity 

^  —  q=^r  Bin  q  tan  9^ 

and  if  we  take  for  r  the  form  (Vol.  I.  Art.  119) 

r  =  k!  tan  C 

we  have 

^  =  ^f  -|-  A'  tan  C  sin  q  tan  d^ 

and,  consequently, 

Z^  =  jp  —  q  —  f(f  tan  C  sin  q  tan  d^ 

This  value  of  Iq  is  to  be  substituted  in  (347) ;  but  in  the  terms 
already  multiplied  by  5  x  we  may  take  lo  =  p  —  j.  Hence  we 
have 

a  —  s  =sSii  [tan' C  cos'(;>  —  ?)  +  1] 

«  — p  =  —  X  tan«C  co8(|?  —  q)  sin(|>  —  q) —  A'tanCsin  qiAnd^ 

Since  the  position  angle  cannot  be  determined  within  a  num- 
ber of  seconds,  the  error  of  putting  x  for  k'  in  the  last  term  of 
the  formula  for  tc  —  p  will  be  of  no  practical  importance ;  and, 
moreover,  since  the  terms  of  the  series  (342)  have  to  be  reduced 
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to  soconds  by  multiplyiiig  by  the  radius  in  seconds  (=  oosec  1"), 
we  have,  finally, 

<r  —  5  =  «x  [tan*  C  cob*  (^p-^q)+  1]  (349) 

«  —  jp  =  —  X  cosec  1"  £tan*  C  cos  (^p  —  q)  sin  (j>  —  j)  +  tan  C  sin  q  tan  ^J 

Having  obtained  ff  and  t:  by  adding  these  corrections  to  s  and  p, 
the  true  difference  of  right  ascension  and  declination  of  the  stars 
may  then  be  computed  by  Art  264,  employing  c  and  tt  for  s  and 
p;  that  is,  by  the  formulae 

sin  }  (•'  —  a)  =  sin  J  ^  sin  ir  sec  d^  ) 

siDi(^' — <J)  =  sin  J  <r  cos  r  sec  J  (a'  —  a)  )     ^       ^ 

or  by  the  approximate  formulae 


a'  —  a  =  a  sin  7c  sec  ^^ 
d' —  d  =  a  cos  jr 


}  (350*) 


298.  If  the  apparent  differences  of  right  ascension  and  decli- 
nation have  already  been  computed  from  5  and  p  by  Art  264, 
and  we  wish  to  correct  them  for  refraction,  we  have,  by  comparing 
the  formulae  (284)  and  (850*),  and  denoting  the  corrections  which 
the  apparent  values  of  a'  —  a  and  d'  —  d  require  by  the  symbol  a. 

A  (a  —  a)  =  (ff,  sin  ?r  —  8  Bin  p)  sec  d^ 

a(^'  —  d)  zz=z  <r  cos  7t  —  B  cos  p 
or, 

A(a'  —  ft)  =  [(<'  —  s)  sin  p  +  <r  (sin  ir  —  sin|>)]  sec  S^ 
^(9'  —  9)  =   (tf  —  s)  cosjp  +  <r  (cos  w  —  cosp) 

or,  again,  with  sufficient  accuracy, 

A(tt'  —  a)  =  [(«r  —  s)  sin  I?  -j-  5  (r  —  p)  sin  1"  cos  ^]  sec  d^ 
A(*'  —  ^)  =s    (ff  —  s)  cosp  —  s(jt  —  p)  sin  1"  sin  p 

and,  substituting  the  values  of  <t  —  s  and  ;r  —  |)  from  (349), 

A(a' — «)=5  X  [tan*  C  cos  (^ — ^)  sin  q — tan  C  sin  q  tan  d^  cosjj+sin^]  sec  S^ 

A(^' — ^)=#  X  [tan*  C  cos(  jp — q)  cos  j'-j-tan  C  sin  q  tan  ^^  sin  ^+0O8|>] 

(351) 

These  formulae  are  somewhat  abridged  by  introducing  an 
auxiliary  u  such  that 

tan  u  =  tan  C  sin  q  tan  9^ 
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by  which  thej  become 

a(o'  —  o)  =  5 X  [tan'  C  COS  (p — q)  sin  ^f+sec  u  sin  (p — «)]  sec  S^  1  ^ 

A(^ '  —  d)  =  8}i  [tan*  C  cos  Q> — q)  cos  g+ sec  w  cos  (j> — ii)]  J  ^        ^ 

EzAMPLB. — ^In  the  example,  Art.  264,  we  had*  the  ohserved 
q*iantitie8  3  =  316".993,  p  =  169°  5V.1.  The  latitude  of  the 
place  of  observation  was  f>  =  38°  53^7,  and  the  sidereal  time 
was  0*  IT*  52'.  The  right  ascension  and  declination  of  the 
middle  point  between  the  stars  were,  approximately, 

a,  =  21»  61-  52*  ^0  =  —  13°  28'.5 

The  corrections  for  refraction  being  exceedingly  small  in  the 
case  of  so  small  a  value  of  s,  the  observer  did  not  think  it 
necessary  to  record  the  state  of  the  atmosphere ;  but,  for  the 
sake  of  illustration,  I  shall  assume  Barometer  80.29  inches,  Att 
Therm.  49°,  Ext.  Therm.  41°  Fahr. 

We  have,  first,  the  hour  angle  of  the  middle  point  between  the 
observed  bodies,  Tq  =  2*  2&*  =  36°  30',  with  which  and  the  above 
values  of  f  and  d^  we  find,  by  (348), 

N=44^  58'.9  C  =  62^  28'.5  q  =  31°  28'.2 

and  by  Column  0  of  Table  EL, 

log  X  =  6.4555 
Then,  by  (349),  we  find 

#  —  «  =  +  0".277  ic^p  =  +  2f  I'M 

and  hence 

If  =  317".270  TT  =  169°  59'.73 

From  these,  by  (350*),  the  true  difference  of  righj  ascension  and 
declina^tion  are  found  to  be 

(a'  —  a)  =  +  56".68  (a'  ^  a)  =  —  5'  12".45 

But,  supposing  the  apparent  differences  to  have  been  already 
computed  as  in  Art.  264,  namely, 

tt'  —  tt  =  +  56".82  a'  _  a  =  —  5'  12'M4 

we  should  compute  the  corrections  of  these  quantities  by  (351*), 
which  give 

A(a'  ^  tt)  =  —  0'M86  aC^'  —  ^)  =  —  0".306 
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which  added  to  a'  —  a  and  d'  —  d  give  the  same  valaes  of 
(a'  —  a)  and  (d'  —  i)  aa  above  found. 

299.  Correction  for  refraction  of  micrometer  observations  in  which 
the  differejice  of  right  ascension  has  been  obtained  from  tlie  difference  of 
the  times  of  transit  of  the  stars  over  threads  lying  in  the  direction  of 
circles  of  declination,  and  the  difference  of  declination  has  been  directly 
measured.    (2d  Method,  Art  266.) 

Let  t  and  t^  denote  the  observed  sidereal  times  of  transit  of  the 
two  stars  over  the  same  declination  circle.  A  star  upon  the 
same  parallel  of  declination  as  the  second  star,  but  having  the 
right  ascension  a'  —  {f  —  Q,  would  have  been  observed  simul- 
taneously with  the  first  star,  and  would,  therefore,  have  had  the 
same  apparent  right  ascension.  The  effect  of  refraction  upon 
the  time  of  transit  of  this  supposed  star  is  evidently  the  same  as 
in  the  case  of  the  real  star ;  and  the  effect  upon  the  difference 
of  declination  is  also  the  same :  so  that  this  case  is  reduced  to 
the  preceding  by  supposing  the  stars  to  have  been  observed  with 
an  apparent  position  angle  p  =  0,  and  apparent  distance  s  = 
<J'  —  d.   These  substitutions  in  (851)  give  the  required  corrections 

A(tt'  —  tt)  =  X  (^'  —  d)  [tan*  C  cos  g  sin  j  —  tan  C  sin  q  tan  ^J  sec  d, 
A(^'—  ^)  =  X  Id'  —  d)  [tan* :  cos*  jf  +  1] 

These  formulse  are  simplified  by  introducing  the  auxiliary  N 
already  used  in  the  computation  of  (^.  Substituting  the  values  of 
tan  ^  sin  q  and  tan  ^  cos  q  from  (848)  and  (348'^),  they  are  readily 
reduced  to  the  following : 

Afa'-  a^  =      ^(y—if)       nC08(2^,+jr) 

^*       *^      Bin«(^.  +  J\r)'        cos*  3. 

)   (852) 

^is'^s)=   -(^^-^> 

ExAMPLB. — ^In  the  example,  Art  266,  we  have  the  observed 
difference  of  right  ascension  and  declination  of  Neptune  and  a 
known  star, 

tt'  —  a  =  +  1-  45*.30  a'  —  a  =  —  7'  28".22 

and  the  place  of  the  star, 

a  ==  21*  50-  8*.99  a  =  —  13*>  23'  85'Ml 
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The  sidereal  time  of  the  star's  transit  heing  23*  26*  4S'.4,  the 
common  hour  angle  at  which  the  objects  were  observed  was 

T,=  1*  Se-  34'.4  =  24<»  8'.6 
with  which  and  y  =  88^  58'.7,  *o=  ~  13^  27'.8,  we  find,  by  (848), 

JV^  =  48**  3r.8  log  n  =  log  (tan  t.  sin  N)  =  9.5261 

:  =  57     0.1 

and  assuming  Barom.  80.29  inches,  Att  Therm.  49**,  Ext.  Therm. 
41^  Pahr.,  we  find,  by  Column  C  of  Table  11., 

log  X  =  6.4577 
Hence,  by  (852), 

A(»'  —  a)  =  —  0'M28  ==  —  O-.OOO     .       A(d'  —  ^).=  —  0".889 

The  differences  corrected  for  refraction  are,  therefore, 

a'  —  a  =  +  1-  45'.29  d'—dz=-^V  28".61 

and  hence  the  apparent  place  of  Neptune^  affected  now  only  by 
parallax,  was 

a'  =  21*  51*  54'.28  y=  —  13^  31'  3".72 

on  November  29,  1846,  at  28*  28*  28*.  7  sidereal  time  at  Wash- 
ington. 

800.  Correction  for  refraction  of  observations  made  vnih  the  ring 
micrometer. — ^At  each  transit  of  a  star  over  the  edge  of  the  ring, 
its  apparent  distance  from  the  centre,  C,  of  the  ring  is  equal  to  the 
radius  r.  If  at  the  time  /,  of  its  first  transit  its  true  distance  is 
iTp  we  shall  have,  by  (849),  putting  r  for  5, 

(Tj  =  r  [1  +  X  +  X  tan'  C  cos*  (^p  —  j)]  (353) 

in  which  p  is  the  position  angle  of  the  star  referred  to  C. 
The  zenith  distance  ^  and  the  parallactic  angle  q  belong  to  the 
middle  point  between  the  star  and  C;  but  it  is  easily  seen  that 
it  will  produce  no  important  error  to  assume  them  either  for  the 
point  C  or  for  a  mean  point  between  the  stars  compared.  We 
shall,  therefore,  here  suppose  ^  and  q  to  have  the  same  values  for 
all  observations  made  in  the  same  position  of  the  ring.  At  the 
time  t^  of  the  star's  second  transit,  the  position  angle,  reckoned 
in  the  same  direction  as  for  the  first  transit  from  the  declination 
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circle  through  C,  will  be  360®  —  p:  so  that,  if  <r,  is  then  the  true 
distance  of  the  star  fix)m  C,  we  have 

tf,  =  r  [1  +  X  +  X  tan« Cco8«0>  +  j)]  (354) 

Kow,  let 

^  =  the  time  of  the  star's  transit  over  the  true  declina- 
tion circle  of  (7, 

Tj,  Tj,  =  the  true  hour  angles  of  the  star,  reckoned  from  the 
declinatioQ  circle  of  0,  at  the  tiro  observed  traoaitai. 

dj  D  =  the  declinntion  of  the  star  and  of  C; 

then  we  have 

and  in  the  two  triangles  formed  by  the  pole,  the  point  (7,  and  the 
two  tme  places  of  the  stars  at  the  two  observations,  we  have 

cos  <rj  =  sin  2>  sin  d  +  cos  Dcos  d  cos  tj 
cos  tfg  =  sin  D  sin  ^  +  cos  Dcos  d  cos  r. 

From  the  difference  of  these  equations,  namely, 

2 sin (((Tj  +  tf,)fi(in  i(&^  —  O  =  2 cos i) cos d  sin  }  (t^  +  tJ  sin  }  (tj  —  Tj^ 

we  derive,  approximately, 

—  ^i\l ^i  -¥  ^i\  2  secD  sec  d 


.l(.-^0=(i^)(^) 


^l  +  ^t 


To  reduce  this  expression  to  a  practical  form,  we  have  first,  £rom 
(353)  and  (354), 

I  (<rj  —  tf,)  =  rx  tan*  C  sin  p  cos  p  sin  2  ; 

in  which  we  may  use  the  approximate  values  of  sinjp  and  coap 
given  by  (301),  where  y  is  the  same  as  p;  namely, 

(f,  —  t.)  cos  d  d 

sm  p  =  ^^ ^ .  COS  »  =  — 

^  2r  ^       r 

where  d  is  tbe  approximate  value  of  ^  —  D  found  by  neglecting 
the  refraction. 

For  J  (<T,  +  tfj)  we  may  here  use  r ;  for,  being  only  a  multiplier 
of  i  {ir^  --  0^y  the  remaining  terms  would  give  only  terms  in  x* 
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in  the  product.  For  r^  +  r,  we  put  ^  —  ^.  These  stibBtitutions 
being  made  in  the  value  of  J  (r^  —  r^,  we  have 

i(^i  —  ^t)  =  dx  tan'C  sin  2  jr80oi>  (855) 

which  is  the  correction  to  be  added  to  the  mean  of  the  observed 
times,  in  order  to  obtain  the  true  time  i^  of  the  star's  transit  over 
the  declination  circle  of  the  centre  of  the  ring ;  for  we  have 

%  =  i(t,  +  U)  +  i(T,-T,) 

To  find  the  correction  of  d  for  refraction,  we  observe  that  if 
r^  and  r,  were  known,  the  true  value  of  the  difference  d  —  D 
would  be  found  by  the  formulse 

(^  —  Dy  =  ff*  —  (Tj  cos  dy 
\d  ^  D)«  =  <r,«  —  (t,  cos  dy 

In  these  formulae,  indeed,  the  path  of  the  star  is  supposed  to  be 
rectilinear;  but  the  correction  for  curvature  has  already  been 
investigated,  and  is  given  by  (383).  The  mean  of  these  values 
may  be  expressed  as  follows : 

c'-^>'=(H^J+(^|-(^-H"-(^H' 

and,  consequently,  by  neglecting  terms  in  x*, 

The  difference  d  is  found  from  the  formula 

eP=r«-(^^^)[co8«« 

and  therefore,  Observing  that  ^1+^3=*,  —  i^ 

=  2r*  X  [1  4-  tan'C  (sin*  jf  +  coe*j?  cos  2  5)] 

Substituting  d  for  r  cos  /?,  and  then  dividing  both  members  by 
{d  —  D)  +  dy  (or  by  2rf,  since  this  will  involve  only  errors  of  the 
order  x'),  we  find 

(^_D)  — (f=:Li!(tan*CBin«j+  1)  +  <fx  tan'CcoB  2  j    (866) 

d 

which  is  the  required  correction  to  be  added  to  d 
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For  a  second  star,  we  have,  in  like  manner, 
i(T/  —  T,')  =  <f'xtan«Csin  2^8601)    , 


I    (357) 


(^'_D)_d'=L^(tan«CBin»3r  +  1)  +  d'xtan'Ccos  2}     (858) 

The  difference  of  right  ascension  of  the  stars  found  by  neglect- 
ing the  refraction  is 

while  the  true  value  is  <^'  —  t^i  so  that  the  correction  for  the 
refraction  is 

or,  by  (355)  and  (357), 

A(a'  —  tt)  =  ((i'  —  rf)  >«  **^'  C  sin  2  5  sec  9^  (359) 

in  which  we  have  put  *o  ^  i  (^  +  *0  ii^stead  of  D.  The  correc- 
tion  of  the  difference  of  the  declinations  of  the  stars  for  refrac- 
tion is,  by  (356)  and  (358), 

A(^'  —  ^)  =  (d'  —  <i)  X  tan«  C  cos  2  J  —  ^!1^^L^^.h  (tan*  C  sin» q  +  l) 

^^  (360) 

The  values  of  f  and  y  to  be  used  in  these  formulee  will  be 

found  by  (348),  employing  ^o  =  i  (*  +  ^')  ^^^  *h®  ^^'^^  angle  r^ 
of  the  centre  of  the  ring,  which  will  be  found  from  the  transit 
of  one  of  the  stars  by  the  formula 

Example. — To  correct  the  results  in  the  example  of  Art  285 
for  refraction. — ^We  have  there  found 

d'=  +  IT  51".9  Y^  =  +  51«  12'.4 

(i  =  +  13  34  .8  ^^  =  +  24      8 .3 

d'  —  rf  =:  +    4  17  .1  T,  =         5*  13*  58*. 

»'  —  a  =  —    1*  49'.50  r  =       1126".25 

We  find,  by  (348),     , 

i\r=   9«    6'.7  log  n  =  9.80083 

y  =  42    63.7  C  =  64«25',0 
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The  indications  of  the  barometer  and  thermometer  are  not  given ; 
but,  assuming  a  mean  state  of  the  air,  the  refraction  table  gives 
for  this  zenith  distance  log  x  =  6.4382,  with  which  we  proceed 
to  compute  (359)  and  (860)  as  follows : 

log  {d'  —  d)  2.4101 
log  X  6.4382 
log  tan"  C  0.6398  log  Bee  d^    0.0395 

9.4881 9.4881 

log  COS  2  q  8.8658  log  ein  2  q  9.9988 


1st  term  of  (360)  =  +  0".02  log  A(a'  —  a)  9.5264 

A(a'  —  a)  =  +  0".34  =  +  0-.02 
log  sin"  q  9.6658 

log  ftan'C  8in«<7  +  1)  0.4802 

log(d'  — d)x  8.8483 

log  r"  6.1032 

5.4317 
log  dd'  5.9412  The  corrected  values  are  then 

2d  term  of  (360)  =  -(^0'^3^  a'  —  a  =  —  1-  49'.48 

a(J'  —  ^)  =  —  0".29  J'  —  ^  =  -^  4'  16".81 

The  corrections  for  refraction  are  in  this  instance  less  than  the 
probable  errors  of  observation.  Indeed,  with  the  ring  micro- 
meter, it  will  seldom  be  worth  while  to  consider  the  refraction 
unless  the  zenith  distance  is  over  60®  and  the  difference  of 
declination  over  10'. 

CORRECTION   OF   MICROMETRIC    OBSERVATIONS    FOR   PRECESSION, 

NUTATION,    A^D   ABERRATION. 

801.  In  most  cases,  micrometer  observations  of  the  difference 
of  position  of  two  celestial  bodies  have  for  their  object  the 
determination  of  the  apparent  place  of  one  of  these  bodies  from 
that  of  the  other  supposed  to  be  given.  The  apparent  place  thus 
found  is  then  usually  to  be  reduced  to  the  mean  place  for  the 
beginning  of  the  year,  or  any  adopted  epoch,  by  applying  the 
corrections  for  precession,  nutation,  and  aberration  with  reversed 
sign.  Sometimes,  also,  it  is  desirable  to  reduce  the  data  fur- 
nished by  the  micrometer  on  different  dates  to  a  common  date. 
The  only  case  of  interest,  however,  is  that  in  which  the  distance 
and  position  angle  have  been  observed.  I  shall  consider  first 
the  effect  of  aberration. 

Vol.  IL-30 
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302.  To  find  the  effect  of  aberration  upon  the  angular  distance  af 
two  stars. — ^Let  us  denote  by  U  the  point  of  the  ecliptic  from 
which  the  earth  is  moving  (as  in  Art.  887  of  Vol.  I.) ;  by  if^y  t>^ 
the  true  angular  distances  of  the  stars  from  E;  by  */,  i>,',  the 
apparent  distances  from  JS  aflfected  by  aberration ;  by  a  and  5, 
the  true  and  apparent  distances  of  the  stars  from  each  other ;  by 
Tv  Tv  ^^  angles  formed  by  a  with  i?i  and  i?, ;  by  7*/,  y^^  the  angles 
formed  by  5  with  the  same  arcs.  Then,  since  the  aberration  acts 
only  in  the  great  circle  joining  the  star  and  the  pomt  E^  the 
angle  at  E  between  the  arcs  «9,  and  ^,  remains  unchanged,  and 
we  have,  precisely  as  in  the  investigation  of  the  differential 
refraction  in  Art.  293, 

sin  J^sin  i(r,  +  r.)  =  Bin  hs  sin  \{ri+rD  "^V.i^lt^l 

8mi(*,  +*jj 

sin  J  tf  cos Kr,  +  rO  =  8in  \s  cos  *(;-/+  rt)  ^.^    J^^;_^/ 

If  we  write  y^  and  y^  for  \  (t*,  +  y^  and  \  {y^  +  y{)y  we  may  put 
these  equations  under  the  form 

tf  sin  7'^  =  a  a  sin  y^ 

a  COS/'o  =  h8  cos  7'/ 

in  which  we  have  put 

a  =  ?!!L?i  6  =  sinKVz^_ 

sin^;  Bin  i  (*/—*/) 

Now,  we  have  (Art.  885,  Vol.  I.) 

*/  —  ^^  ==  A:  sin  #. 

in  which  k  =  20".4451 ;  and  hence 

a  =  1  —  k  cos  »9^ 

b  = ; =  1  —  *  cos  ^«  +  A*  coe*  t>.  —  4c. 

so  that  if  we  neglect  1^^  as  we  may,  we  have  a  s=  6,  and  hence 
our  equations  give,  simply, 

n  =  To    . 

ff  =  as 

Hence  it  follows,  1st,  that  the  angle  which  ^  makes  with  the  arc 
^^  is  not  sensibly  changed  by  the  aberration ;  2d,  that  the  effect 
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of  aberration  upop  the  distance  a  is  the  same  in  whatever  direC' 
tian  the  arc  a  may  lie,  and  depends  only  on  the  distance  {^q)  of 
its  middle  point  from  the  point  JEj  or,  in  general,  upon  the  right 
ascension  and  declination  of  this  middle  point.  This  latter 
principle  suggests  the  most  simple  means  of  investigating  a  for- 
mula for  computing  the  aberration  in  distance ;  we  have  only  to 
assume  the  distance  a  to  coincide  in  direction  with  a  declination 
circle,  so  that  a  may  be  treated  as  the  diiFerence  of  declination 
of  the  stars.  Then  the  eflfect  of  aberration  upon  a  will  be  found 
by  differentiating  the  expression  Cfc'  +  J^d\  which  expresses  the 
correction  for  aberration  (Art.  402,  Vol.  I.) ;  thus. 


L      dd 


dd] 


Taking  the  values  of  a'  and  6'  for  the  middle  point  of  a,  or 
for  the  right  ascension  a^  mid  declination  d^,  we  put 

dc' 

jr  =  (T =  —  ff  (tan  e  sin  8^  +  si^  *o  ^^^  ^o) 

dd 

dd' 

d=  ff ==  ff .  cos  On  cos  Oa 

dd 
and  then  for  computing  A<f  we  have  the  simple  formula 

A<r  =  +  C^  +  D^  (361) 

for  which  C  and  D  can  be  taken  from  the  Ephemeris  for  the 
given  date.  The  correction  thus  found  is  to  be  added  to  the 
true  distance  to  obtain  the  apparent  distance. 

The  position  angle  p^  at  the  middle  point  of  a  is  composed  of 
the  angle  y^  and  of  the  angle  which  the  declination  circle  makes 
with  the  arc  d^^ :  so  that  the  change  in  p^  is  the  same  as  that  in 
the  latter  angle,  that  is,  it  is  the  difference  of  directions  of  the 
declination  circles  drawn  through  the  true  and  apparent  places 
of  the  stars.  This  difference  will  be  obtained  at  the  same  time 
with  that  produced  by  precession  and  nutation  in  the  next  article. 

303.  To  find  the  effect  of  precession,  nutation,  and  aberration  upon 
the  position  angle  of  two  stars. — ^Let  a^^,  d^,  be  the  right  ascension 
and  declination  of  the  middle  point  between  the  two  stars.  The 
change  a/?^  in  the  position  angle  is  simply  the  change  of  direction 
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of  the  declination  circle  drawn  through  this  point :  oo  that  we 
have 

doo  cos  ^0 


tan  Apo  =  ^Po  = 


d9. 


or,  taking  a^=  (a„)  +  Aa  +  Bb  +  Cc  +  Dd  as  the  expression  of 
the  apparent  right  ascension  at  any  time,  where  (Oq)  is  its  mean 
value  at  the  beginning  of  the  given  year  (Vol.  L  Art.  402),  we 
have  K^^^ 

^  V  ^   da        ^  db        ^  dc       ^  ddl 

L         ^^0  ^^0  ^^0  ^^oJ 

=  -A. n  Bin  Op  sec  9^  -|-  5.cos  o^  sec  d^  +  Ccos  o^  tan  d^  +  D.sin  o^  tan  t^^ 


}    (362) 


Hence,  putting 

a  =  n  sin  a,  sec  \  /  =  cos  a^  tan  d^ 

pf'  r=;  cos  %  sec  d^  <X'  =  sin  o,^  tan  d^ 

in  which,  for  a  given  year  1800  +  t  (Vol.  I.  p.  617), 

n  =  20".0607  —  0".0000863 1 
we  have 

a;>o  =  Aa.'+B^+(y  +  Dd'  (363) 

The  annual  increase  of  po  is  n  sin  a„  sec  ^o-  If  we  wish  to  reduce 
the  mean  value  of  po  from  one  given  year  1800  +  t  to  anotlier 
1800  +  /',  we  must,  therefore,  add  the  quantity  {f  —  {)n  sin  Oq  sec  8^ 
in  which  o^  and  ^o  should  be  taken  for  the  date  1800  +  J  (/  +  <')- 
The  mean  value  of  j^o  being  thus  reduced  to  the  beginning  of  the 
year  1800  +  t\  its  apparent  value  for  the  day  of  the  year  will 
then  be  found  by  adding  the  correction  ^po  given  by  (363),  Ay 
5,  C,  and  D  being  taken  for  the  day  from  the  annual  Ephemeris 
or  the  Tabulce  Segiomoniance. 

The  precession  and  nutation,  evidently,  do  not  affect  the  appa- 
rent angular  distance  of  two  stars. 
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METHOD  OF  LEAST  SQUARES.* 

1.  A  NUMBER  of  observations  being  taken  for  the  purpose  of 
determining  one  or  more  unknown  quantities,  and  these  obser- 
vations giving  discordant  results,  it  is  an  important  problem  to 
determine  the  most  probable  values  of  the  unknown  quantities. 
The  method  of  least  squares  may  be  defined  to  be  that  method 
of  treating  this  general  problem  which  takes  as  its  fundamental 
principle,  that  the  most  lyrobable  values  are  those  which  make  the  sum 
of  the  squares  of  the  residual  errors  a  minimum.  But,  to  understand 
this  definition,  some  degree  of  acquaintance  with  the  method 
itself  is  necessary. 

*  The  first  published  application  of  the  method  is  to  be  found  in  Leqbndrb,  Kouvdlet 
mSthodeapour  la  dStermmaiion  des  orbites  dea  comhtes,  Paris,  1806.  The  development, 
however,  from  fundamental  principles  is  due  to  Gauss,  who  declared  that  he  had 
used  the  method  as  early  as  1795.  See  his  Theoria  Motus  Corporum  Ccslestium,  1809, 
Lib.  II.  Sec.  III.;  Duquuitio  de  elementis  dliptieU  PalladU,  1811;  BMtimmvvg  der 
Oenaiuffktit  der  Btohaehtungen  (▼.  Lindbmav  und  Bohnbnbeboer's  ZeiUehrift^  1816, 1. 
B.  185) ;  Theoria  eombinationu  obtervationum  erroribtu  minimis  obnoxi«,  1828 ;  Svppl&- 
mentwn  theoria  combinationitf  &c.,  1826 :  all  of  which  have  been  rendered  quite  access- 
ible through  a  French  translation  by  J.  Bertband,  Methode  de»  moindre»  carries.  Ui- 
moires  sur  la  eombinaison  des  observations ^  par  Ch.  Fr.  Gauss,  Paris,  1855. 

For  a  digest  of  the  preceding,  together  with  the  results  of  the  labors  of  Bbssbl 
and  Hansen,  see  Encke,  Ueber  die  Methode  der  kleinsten  Quadrate^  Berliner  Astron. 
Jahrbuch  for  1834,  1835,  1836 :  in  connection  with  which  must  be  mentioned  espe- 
cially the  practical  work  of  Gbrling,  Die  Ausgleichungsreehnungen  der  praetischen 
QeomelriCy  Hamburg,  1843. 

See  also  Laplace,  Thiorie  analytique  des  probabiliUs^  Liv.  II.  Chap.  IV. ;  Poisson, 
Sttr  la  probability  des  rSsultatsmoyens  des  observations^  in  the  Connaissance  des  Temps  for 
1827 ;  Encke,  in  the  Berlin  Jahrbuch  for  IS'SS ;  Bessel,  in  Astron.  Nach,^  Nos.  858, 
S59,  399;  Hansen,  in  Astron,  Nach.,  Nos.  192,  212  et  seq. ;  Pbircb,  in  the  Astron, 
/oumaZ  j[Cambridge,  Mass.),  YoL  II.  No.  21 ;  Liagbb,  Calcul  des  probabilit^s  et  thSorie 
des  errevrSf  Bruxelles,  1852. 
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ERRORS   TO   WHICH   OBSERVATIONS   ARE   LIABLE. 

2.  Every  observation  which  is  a  measure,  however  carefully  it 
may  be  made,  is  to  be  regarded  as  subject  to  error;  for  expe- 
rience teaches  that  repeated  measures  of  the  same  quantity,  when 
the  greatest  precision  is  sought,^  do  not  give  uniformly  the  same 
result.     Two  kinds  of  errore  are  to  be  distinguished. 

Constant  or  regular  errors  are  those  which  in  all  measures  of  the 
same  quantity,  made  under  the  same  circumstances,  obtain  the 
same  magnitude;  or  whose  magnitude  is  dependent  upon  the 
circumstances  according  to  any  determinate  law.  The  causes  of 
such  errors  must  be  the  subject  of  careful  preliminary  search  in 
all  physical  inquiries,  so  that  their  action  may  be  altogether  pre- 
vented or  their  effect  removed  by  calculation.  For  example, 
among  the  constant  errors  may  be  enumerated  refraction,  aber* 
ration,  &c. ;  the  effect  of  the  temperature  of  rods  used  in  mea- 
suring a  base  line  in  a  survey ;  the  error  of  division  of  a  graduated 
instrument  when  the  same  division  is  used  in  all  the  measures ; 
any  peculiarity  of  an  instrument  which  affects  a  particular  mea- 
surement always  by  the  same  amount,  such  as  inequality  of  the 
pivots  of  a  transit  instrument,  defective  adjustment  of  the  colli- 
mation,  imperfections  of  lenses,  defects  of  micrometer  screws,  &c., 
to  which  must  be  added  constant  peculiarities  of  the  observer, 
who,  for  example,  may  always  note  the  passage  of  a  star  over  a 
thread  of  a  transit  instrument  too  soon,  or  too  late,  by  a  constant 
quantity,  or  who,  in  attempting  to  bisect  a  star  with  a  micrometer 
thread,  constantly  makes  the  upper  or  the  lower  portion  the 
greater;  or  who,  in  observing  the  contact  of  two  images  (in 
sextant  measures,  for  instance),  assumes  for  a  contact  a  position 
in  which  the  images  are  really  at  some  constant  small  distance, 
or  a  position  in  which  the  images  are  really  overlapped,  &c.  ic. 

Thus,  we  have  three  kinds  of  constant  errors : 

Ist.  Theoretical,  such  as  refraction,  aberration,  &c.,  whose  effects, 
when  their  causes  are  once  thoroughly  understood,  may  be  cal- 
culated a  priori,  and  which  thenceforth  cease  to  exist  as  errors. 

■ '  '  ■■  '  " — — ^— — ^— — — — ^^— ^^— ^^^^ 

*  The  qualification,  "when  the  greatest  precision  is  sought,"  is  important;  for  if, 
e.ff.,  we  were  to  determine  the  latitude  of  a  place  by  repeated  measures  of  the  meri- 
dian altitude  of  the  same  fixed  star  with  a  sextant  divided  only  to  whole  degrees,  all 
our  measures  might  give  the  same  degree.  The  accordance  of  observations  is,  there- 
fore, not  to  be  taken  as  an  infallible  evidence  of  their  accuracy.  It  is  especially 
when  we  approach  the  limits  of  our  measuring  potcert  that  we  become  seo8ih|e  of  the 
discrepancies  of  observations. 
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The  detection  of  a  constant  error  in  a  certain  class  of  observa- 
tions very  commonly  leads  to  investigations  by  which  its  cause 
is  revealed,  and  thus  our  physical  theories  are  improved. 

2d.  Instrumental^  vrhich  are  discovered  by  an  examination  of 
our  instruments,  or  from  a  discussion  of  the  observations  made 
with  them.  These  may  also  be  removed  when  their  causes  are 
ftilly  understood,  either  by  a  proper  mode  of  using  the  instru- 
ment, or  by  subsequent  computation. 

8d.  Personal^  which  depend  upon  peculiarities  of  the  observer, 
and  in  delicate  inquiries  become  the  subject  of  special  investiga- 
tion under  the  name  of  "personal  equations." 

We  are  to  assume  that,  in  any  inquiry,  all  the  sources  of  con- 
stant error  have  been  carefully  investigated,  and  their  efiects 
eliminated  as  far  as  practicable.  When  this  has  been  done, 
however,  we  find  by  experience  that  there  still  remain  discrepan- 
cies, which  must  be  referred  to  the  next  following  class. 

Irregular  or  accidental  errors  are  those  which  have  irregular 
causes,  or  whose  effects  upon  individual  observations  are  gov- 
erned by  no  fixed  law  connecting  them  with  the  circumstances 
of  the  observations,  and,  therefore,  can  never  be  subjected 
a  priori  to  computation.  Such,  for  example,  are  errors  arising 
from  tremors  of  a  telescope  produced  by  the  wind ;  errors  in  the 
refraction  produced  by  anomalous  changes  of  density  of  the 
strata  of  the  atmosphere;  from  unavoidable  changes  in  the 
several  parts  of  an  instrument  produced  by  anomalous  variations 
of  temperature,  or  anomalous  contmction  and  expansion  of  the 
pails  of  an  instrument  even  at  known  temperatures ;  but,  more 
especially,  errors  arising  from  the  imperfection  of  the  senses,  as 
the  imperfection  of  the  eye  in  measuring  very  small  spaces,  of 
the  ear  in  estimating  small  intervals  of  time,  of  the  touch  in  the 
delicate  handling  of  an  instrument,  &c.   ' 

This  distinction  between  constant  and  irregular  errors  is, 
indeed,  to  a  certain  extent,  rather  relative  than  absolute,  and 
depends  upon  the  sense,  more  or  less  restricted,  in  which  we 
consider  observations  to  be  of  the  same  nature  or  made  under  the 
same  circumstances.  For  example,  the  errors  of  division  of  an 
instrument  may  be  regarded  as  constant  errors  when  the  same 
division  comes  into  all  measures  of  the  same  quantity,  but  as 
irregular  when  in  every  measure  a  different  division  is  used,  or 
when  the  same  quantity  is  measured  repeatedly  with  different 
instruments. 
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After  a  full  inveBtigatlon  of  the  constant  or  regular  errors,  it 
is  the  next  business  of  the  observer  to  diminish  as  much  as  pos- 
sible the  irregular  errors  by  the  greatest  care  in  the  observations  ; 
and  finally,  when  the  observations  are  completed,  there  remains 
the  important  operation  of  combining  them,  so  that  the  outstand- 
ing, unavoidable,  irregular  errors  may  have  the  least  probable 
effect  upon  the  results.  For  this  combination  we  invoke  the 
aid  of  the  method  of  least  squares,  which  may  be  said  to  have 
for  its  object  the  restriction*  of  the  effect  of  irregular  errors  within 
the  narrowest  limits  according  to  the  theory  of  probabilities,  and, 
at  the  same  time,  to  determine  from  the  observations  themselves 
the  errors  to  which  our  results  are  probably  liable.  It  is  proper 
to  observe  here,  however,  to  guard  against  fallacious  applications, 
that  the  theory  of  the  method  is  grounded  upon  the  hypothesis 
that  we  have  taken  a  large  number  of  observations,  or,  at  least,  a 
number  sufficiently  large  to  determine  the  errors  to  which  the 
observations  are  liable. 

CORRECTION   OP   THE   OBSERVATIONS. 

3.  When  no  more  observations  are  taken  than  are  sufficient 
to  determine  one  value  of  each  of  the  unknown  quantities 
sought,  we  have  no  means  of  judging  of  the  correctness  of  the 
results,  and,  in  the  absence  of  other  information,  are  compelled 
to  accept  these  results  aa  true,  or,  at  least,  as  the  most  probable. 
But  when  additional  observations  are  taken,  leading  to  different 
results,  we  can  no  longer  unconditionally  accept  any  one  result 
as  true,  since  each  must  be  regarded  as  contradicting  the  others. 
The  results  cannot  all  be  true,  and  are  all  probably,  in  a  strict 
sense,  ftilse.  The  absolutely  true  value  of  the  quantity  sought  by 
observation  must,  in  general,  be  regarded  as  beyond  our  reach ; 
and  instead  of  it  we  must  accept  a  value  which  may  or  may  not 
agree  with  any  one  of  the  observations,  but  which  is  rendered 
most  probable  by  the  existence  of  these  observations. 

The  condition  under  which  such  a  probable  value  is  to  be 
determined,  is  that  all  contradiction  among  the  observations  73  to  be 
removed.  This  is  a  logical  necessity,  since  we  cannot  accept  for 
truth  that  which  is  contradictory  or  leads  to  contradictory  results. 

The  contradiction  is  obviously  to  be  removed  by  applying  to 
the  several  observations  (or  conceiving  to  be  applied)  probable 
corrections,  which  shall  make  them  agree  with  each  other,  ajid 
which  we  have  reason  to  suppose  to  be  equivalent  in  amount  to 
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the  accidental  errors  severally.  But  let  us  here  remark  that  we 
do  uot  in  this  statement  by  any  means  imply  that  an  observer  is 
to  arbitrarUi/  assume  a  system  of  corrections  which  will  produce 
accordance :  on  the  contrary,  the  method  we  are  about  to  con- 
sider is  designed  to  remove,  as  far  as  possible,  every  arbitrary 
consideration,  and  to  furnish  a  set  of  principles  which  shall 
always  guide  us  to  the  most  probable  results.  The  conscientious 
observer,  having  taken  every  care  in  his  observation,  will  set  it 
down,  however  disprepant  it  may  appear  to  him,  as  a  portion  of 
the  testimony  collected,  out  of  which  the  truth,  orfthe  nearest 
approximation  to  it,  is  to  be  sifted. 

Admitting,  therefore,  that  the  observations  give  us  the  best, 
as  indeed  the  only,  information  we  can  obtain  respecting  the 
desired  quantities,  we  must  find  a  system  of  corrections  which 
shall  not  only  produce  the  desired  accordance,  but  which  shall 
also  be  the  most  probable  corrections,  and  further  be  rendered  most 
probable  by  these  observations  themselves. 

THE   ARITHMETICAL   MEAN. 

4.  In  order  to  discover  a  principle  which  may  serve  as  a  Tjasis 
for  the  investigation,  let  us  examine  first  the  case  of  direct  ob- 
servations made  for  the  purpose  of  determining  a  single  unknown 
quantity. 

Let  the  quantity  to  be  determined  by  direct  observation  be 
denoted  by  x,  (Suppose,  for  example,  to  fix  our  ideas,  that  this 
quantity  is  the  linear  distance  between  two  fixed  terrestrial 
points.)  If  but  one  measure  of  x  is  taken  and  the  result  is  a, 
we  must  accept  as  the  only  and,  therefore,  the  most  probable 
value,  X  =  a.  Let  a  second  observation,  taken  under  the  same 
or  precisely  equivalent  circumstances,  and  with  the  same  degree 
of  care,  so  that  there  is  no  reason  for  supposing  it  to  be  more  in 
error  than  the  first,  give  the  value  6.  Then,  since  there,  is  no 
reason  for  preferring  one  observation  to  the  other,  the  value  of 
X  must  be  so  taken  that  the  diflerences  x  —  a,  x  —  b  shall  be 
numerically  equal ;  and  this  gives  J  > 

X  =  ^(a  -{-  b) 

This  result  must  be  regarded  as  the  only  one  that  can  be  inferred 
from  the  two  observations  consistently  with  our  definition  of 
Accidental  errors ;  for  positive  and  negative  accidental  errors  of 
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equal  absolute  magnitude  are  to  be  regarded  as  equal  errors  and 
as  equally  probable,  since,  from  the  cure  bestowed  ou  the  obser- 
vatious  and  the  supposed  similarity  of  the  circumstances  under 
which  they  are  made,  there  is  no  reason  a  priori  for  assuming 
either  a  positive  or  a  negative  error  to  be  the  more  probable. 

Now  let  a  third  observation  be  added,  giving  the  value  c. 
Since  the  three  observations  are  of  equal  reliability,  or,  as  we 
shall  hereafter  say,  of  equal  weighty  we  must  so  combine  a,  6,  and 
c  that  each  shall  have  a  like  influence  upon  the  result ;  in  other 
words,  X  m«st  be  a  symmetrical  function  of  a,  6,  and  c.  If  we 
first  consider  a  and  b  alone,  then  a  and  c,  then  b  and  c,  we  shall 
find  the  values 

with  each  of  which  the  additional  observation  c,  6,  or  a  is  to  be 
combined.  Each  combination  must  result  in  the  same  Bvm- 
metrical  function,  which,  whatever  it  may  be,  can  be  denoted  by 
the  functional  symbol  -i^*     ^^  must,  therefore,  have 

a:  =  4*  [i  («  +  ^)»  ^] 
=  ^  [J  (a  +  c\  6] 

=  ^  [i  (^  +  c),  «] 
Introducing  the  sum  of  a,  6,  and  c,  or  putting 

these  become 

a:  =  4  [  J  («  —  c),  c]  =  4  [«,  c] 
=  ^lHs-b),b}=^l8,bl 
=  4  [i  (a  —  a),  a]  =  4  [s,  a] 

But  8  is  already  a  symmetrical  function  of  a,  6,  and  c^  and  there- 
fore these  equations  cannot  all  result  in  the  same  symmetrical 
function  unless  c,  6,  a,  in  the  respective  developments  of  the 
functions,  disappear  and  leave  only  s.     Hence  we  must  have 

a:  =  4(«) 

Now,  to  determine  •^'j  we  observe  that,  as  it  must  be  general, 
its  nature  may  be  learned  from  any  special  but  known  case- 
Such  a  case  is  that  in  which  the  three  observations  give  three 
equal  values,  or  a  =  6  =  c;  and  in  thai  case  we  have,  as  the 
only  value,  x  =  a,  or 

a  =  4  (3  cc; 
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and,  consequently,  the  symbol  4^  signifies  here  the  division  by  8. 

Hence,  generally, 

a  +  b  +  c 

In  the  same  manner,  if  it  had  been  previously  shown  that  for 
m  equally  good  observations  the  most  probable  value  is 

a  +  b  +C+  .,..  +  n 

m 

it  would  follow  that  for  an  additional  observation  p  we  must 

have 

a  +  b  +  c+  ....  4-  n  +p 

X  =  ; 

m  +  1 
for,  putting  s  =  a  +  b  +  c  +  ...  +  n  +  pyyre  shall  have 

^  =  ^   ~  («  —!>);?   =  4  [«,/>]  =  4  W,  4c. 

But  we  have  shown 'that  the  form  is  true  for  three  observed 
values:  hence,  it  is  true  for  four;  and  since  it  is  true  for  four 
values  it  is  true  for  five ;  and  thus  generally  for  any  number.* 

The  principle  here  demonstrated,  that  the  arithmetical  mean 
of  a  number  of  equally  good  observations  is  the  most  probable 
value  of  the  observed  quantity,  is  that  which  has  been  universally  * 
adopted  as  the  most  simple  and  obvious,  and  might  well  be 
received  as  axiomatic.  The  abbve  demonstration  is  chiefly 
valuable  as  exhibiting  somewhat  more  clearly  the  nature  of  the 
assumption  that  underlies  the  principle,  which  is  that,  under 
strictly  similar  circumstances,  positive  and  negative  errors  of  the 
same  absolute  amount  are  equally  probable. 

5.  K  now  n',  n",  n'" 71^*"^  are  the  m  obser^'ed  values  of  a 

required  quantity  x,  and  if  x^  denotes  their  arithmetical  mean, 
the  assumption  of  x^  as   the   most  probable   value  of  x  gives 
n' —  aTg,  w"  —  Xfj,  n'"  —  x^,  &c.,  as  the  most  probable  system  of  cor-    iX 
rections  (subtractive  from  the  observed  values)  which  produce 
the  required  accordance.    But  the  equation 

^^ 

*  Emoke,  Berliner  Astron.  Jahrbuoh  for  1884,  p.  262. 


i  ^ 


f 
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may  also  be  put  under  the  form 

that  is,  the  aJgebraic  sum  of  the  corrections  is  zero^ 

This  is,  however,  not  the  only  characteristic  of  the  system  of 
corrections  resulting  from  the  use  of  the  arithmetical  mean.  Let 
us  examine  the  sum  of  the  squares  of  the  corrections.  For 
brevity,  let  us  denote  the  corrections,  or,  as  they  will  be  here- 
after called,  the  residuals,  by  the  symbol  v:  so  that 

A  ^  t/  =  n'  —  aro,        r"  =  n"  —  x^,        r"'  =  n"'  —  x^,-  &c. 

and  also  denote  the  sums  of  quantities  of  the  same  kind  by 
enclosing  the  common  symbol  in  rectangular  brackets :  so  that 

[r]  =  r'  +  r"  +  v'"  +  &c. 

[tT]  =  t/v'  +  t?"l7"  +  I7'"t;'"  +  &c. 

a  notation  usually  employed  throughout  the  method  of  least 

squares.     We  have 

[r]  =  0  .  (2) 

and 

[vvl  =  (n'  — To)'  +  (n"  — J-o)'  +  (n'"  — aro)«  + 

=  [nh]  —  2  [n]  x^  +  mx^ 

But  since  we  have  also  ,.-' 

this  equation  becomes 

Iw1  =  [nn1-2ln\^  +  m^ 


=  [nn]  — 


[n]' 


(8) 


m 

Let  x^  be  any  assumed  value  of  a:,  giving  the  residuals 

t?j  =  n'  —  OTj  r,  =  n"  —  a:j  r,  ==  n!"  — » x^,  &c. 

then,  as  above, 

[r^t? J  =  [nn]  —  2  [n]  x,  +  mx^ 

Substituting  in  this  the  value  of  [nn\  given  by  (3),  we  find 

\nV 

\v{o{\  =  [vv']  +  ^^- 2  [n]  Xi  +  wuTi' 

m 


=  [i?r]  +  m(t?J  —  X,  j 
=  [t?i7]  +  m(a:o —  XiY 


(i) 
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This  equation  determines  the  sum  of  the  squares  of  the  residuals 
for  any  assumed  value  of  x.  Since  the  last  term  is  always  posi- 
tive, we  see  that  this  sum  for  any  value  of  x  differing  from  the 
arithmetical  mean  Xq  is  always  greater  than  \yv].  Hence  it  is  a 
second  characteristic  of  the  arithmetical  mean,  that  it  makes  the 
sum  of  th£  squares  of  the  residuals  a  minimum. 

6.  Observations  may  be  not  only  direct^  that  is,  made  directly 
upon  the  quantity  to  be  determined,  but  also  indirect^  that  is,  made 
upon  some  quantity  which  is  a  function  of  one  or  more  quanti- 
ties to  be  determined.  Indeed,  the  greater  part  of  the  observa- 
tions in  astronomy,  and  in  physical  science  generally,  belong  to 

the  latter  class.     Thus,  let  x,  y,  2 be  the  quantities  to  be 

determined,  and  M  a  function  of  them  denoted  by  /,  or 

M=f{x,y,z,..,)  (6) 

and  let  us  suppose  an  observation  to  be  made  upon  the  value  of 

3L   We  then  have  but  a  single  equation  between  x^y^z and 

the  observed  quantity  M^  and  the  problem  is  as  yet  indetermi- 
nate. Various  systems  of  values  may  be  found  to  satisfy  the 
equation,  either  exactly  or  approximately.  Let  us,  however,  sup- 
pose that  the  most  probable  system  (as  yet  unknown)  is  expressed 
by  a:  =  p,  y  =  g,  2  =  r . . . . ,  and  let  the  value  of  the  function, 
when  these  values  are  substituted  in  it,  be  denoted  by  F,  or  put 

y=f{jp.^.r.,,:)  (6) 

then  M —  Vis  the  residual  error  of  the  observation.  In  like 
manner,  if  a  number  of  observations  of  the  same  kind  be  taken, 
in  which  the  observed  quantities  -3f' ,  J!f ",  J!f' " . . .  are  functions 

determined  by  the  same  elements  jt),  y,  r, ,  and  if  V,  F", 

F'" ....  are  the  values  of  these  functions  when  p,  j,  r . . . .  are 
substituted  in  them,  then  M'  —  F',  M''  —  F",  M'''  —  F'" .... 
are  the  residual  errors  of  the  observations.  If  there  are  fi 
unknown  quantities  and  also  fi  observations,  and  no  more,  there 
will  be  II  equations  between  the  known  and  unknown  quantities, 
which  will  fully  determine  the  values  of  these  unknown  quanti- 
ties: so  that  the  probable  values  ;?,  5',  r....are,  in  that  case, 
those  determinate  valuos  which  exacthj  satisfy  all  the  equations, 
and,  consequently,  reduce  every  one  of  the  residuals  M'  —  F', 
Jl!f "  —  V"y  &c.  to  zero.  But,  if  there  are  more  than  /i  observations, 
the  determinate  values  found  from  /jl  equations  alone  will  not 
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necessarily  satisfy  the  remaining  equations,  in  consequence  of 
accidental  errors  in  the  observations.  The  problem,  then,  is  io 
determine  from  all  the  observations^  or  from  all  the  equations^  the 
most  probable  system  of  values  of  the  unknown  quantities^  or,  which  is 
the  same  tiling,  the  most  probable  system  of  residual  errors.  In  the 
case  of  direct  observations,  we  have  seen  that  the  most  probable 
value  of  the  unknown  quantity  was  that  which  made  the  alge- 
\\  braic  sum  of  the  residuals  zero;  but  this  principle  followed  from 
taking  the  arithmetical  mean  of  the  same  quantity,  and  is  ob- 
viously inapplicable  in  the  present  case.  The  second  principle, 
that  the  most  probable  value  is  that  which  makes  the  sum  of  the 
'  squares  of  the  residuals  a  minimum,  is  of  a  more  general 
character,  and  might  be  assumed  at  once,  as  at  least  a  plausible 
principle,  to  serve  as  the  basis  of  the  solution  of  our  problem ; 
but  it  will  be  more  satisfactory  to  justify  its  adoption  by  the 
calculus  of  probabilities. 

THE   PROBABILITY   CURVE. 

7.  Although  accidental  errors  would  seem  at  first  sight  to  be 
of  a  capricious  and  irregular  nature  which  would  exclude  them 
from  the  domain  of  mathematics,  yet,  upon  examination  fix>in 
theoretical  ^considerations,  confirmed,  as  will  be  shown,  by  expe- 
rience, we  shall  find  that  they  are  subject  to  remarkably  precise 
laws.  In  the  first  place,  we  remark  that  they  are  subject  to  the 
following  fundamental  laws :  1st.  Errors  in  excess  and  in  defect 
— i.e.  positive  and  negative,  but  of  equal  absolute  value — ^are 
equally  probable,  and  in  a  large  number  of  observations  are 
equally  frequent  2d.  In  every  species  of  observations,  there  is 
a  limit  of  error  which  the  greatest  accidental  errors  do  not 
exceed :  thus,  if  I  denotes  the  absolute  magnitude  of  this  limit, 
all  the  positive  errors  are  comprised  between  0  and  +  ^  aud  all 
the  negative  errors  between  0  and  —  i,  and,  consequently,  all  the 
errors  are  distributed  over  the  interval  21.  8d.  The  errors  are 
not  distributed  uniformly  over  this  interval  2i,  but  the  smaller 
errors  are  more  frequent  than  the  larger  ones. 

Thus  the  frequency  of  an  error  of  a  given  magnitude  may  be 
regarded  as  a  function  of  the  error  itself:  so  that,  if  we  denote 
an  error  of  a  certain  magnitude  by  J,  and  its  relative  frequency 
in  a  given  large  number  of  observations  by  y>J,  this  function 
should  obtain  its  maximum  value  for  J  =:=  0,  and  become  zero 
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when  J  ^=i  ±1  L  If,  then,  we  denote  the  probability*  of  an  error 
J  by  y,  or  put 

y  =  9^  (7) 

we  may  regard  this  as  the  equation  of  a  curve,  taking  J  as  the 
abscissa  and  y  as  the  ordinate.  The  nature  of  this  curve  will  be 
accurately  defined  when  we  have  discovered  the  form  of  the 
function  yJ,  but  we  can  see  in  advance  that  a  curve  such  as 
Fig.  A  is  required  to  satisfy  the  conditions  already  imposed  upon 


/ 


c^My 
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this  function.  For  its  maximum  ordinate  must  correspond  to 
J  =  O'y  it  must  be  symmetrical  with  reference  to  the  axis  of  y, 
since  equal  errors  with  opposite  signs  have  equal  probabilities; 
and  it  must  approach  very  near  to  the  axis  of  abscissae  for  values 
of  J  near  the  extreme  limits,  although  the  impossibility  of  as- 
signing such  extreme  limits  of  error  with  precision  must  prevent 
us  from  fixing  the  point  at  which  the  curve  will  finally  meet  the 
axis. 

8.  The  number  of  possible  errors  in  any  class  of  observations 
is,  strictly  speaking,  finite ;  for  there  is  always  a  limit  of  accuracy 
to  the  observations,  even  when  we  employ  the  most  refined 
instruments,  in  consequence  of  which  there  is  a  numerical  suc- 
cession in  our  results.     Thus,  if  1"  is  the  smallest  measure  in  a 


1  ^  ^ 

/ 

k 


*  That  \B,  if  the  error  J  oocors  n  times  in  m  obeerr ationt,  y  ss  6  J  =  — 

m 


480  APPENDIX. 

given  case,  the  possible  errors,  arranged  in  their  order  of  magni* 
tude,  can  only  diflfer  by  1"  or  an  integral  number  of  seconds. 
Hence,  our  geometrical  representation  should  strictly  consist  of 
a  number  of  isolated  points ;  but,  as  these  points  will  be  more 
and  more  nearly  represented  by  a  continuous  curve  as  we  increase 
the  accuracy  of  the  observations,  and  thus  diminish  the  intenrals 
between  the  successive  ordinates,  we  may,  without  hesitation, 
adopt  such  a  continuous  curve  as  expressing  the  law  of  error. 
We  shall,  therefore,  regard  J  as  a  continuous  variable,  and  y  J 
as  a  continuous  function  of  it 

Kow,  by  the  theory  of  probabilities,  if  y>  J,  y  J',  y^  J" 

are  the  respective  probabilities  of  all  the  possible  errors  J,  J', 
J" we  have* 

f^J  +  f>J'  +  f>  J"  + =  1 

when  the  number  of  possible  errors  is  finite.  But  the  assumed 
continuity  of  our  curve  requires  that  we  consider  the  difference 
between  successive  values  of  J  as  infinitesimal,  and  thus  the 
number  of  values  of  ipd  is  infinite,  and  the  probability  of  any 
one  of  these  errors  is  an  infinitesimal.  To  meet  this  difficultv, 
let  us  observe  that  if  a  finite  series  of  errors  J,  J',  J" ....  be  ex- 
pressed in  the  smallest  unit  employed  in  the  observations,  these 
errors,  arranged  in  the  order  of  their  magnitude,  will  be  a  series 
of  consecutive  integral  numbers;  the  probability  of  the  error  J 
may  be  regarded  as  the  same  as  the  probability  that  the  error 
falls  between  A  and  J  -f  1 ;  and  the  probability  of  an  error  be- 
tween d  and  J  -\-  i  will  be  the  sum  of  the  probabilities  of  the 
errors  J,  J  +  1,  J  +  2, J  +  (i  —  1).  If  lis  small,  the  pro- 
bability of  each  of  the  errors  from  J  to  J  +  i  will  be  nearly  the 
same  as  that  of  J :  so  that  their  sum  will  differ  but  little  from 
if  J.  As  the  interval  between  the  successive  errors  diminishes, 
this  expression  becomes  more  accurate ;  and  hence  when  we  take 
t/J,  the  infinitesimal,  instead  of  f,  we  have  <pJ  .dJ  bs  the  rigorous 
expression  of  the  probability  that  an  error  falls  between  J  and 
J  +  dJ.  Hence,  it  follows,  in  general,  that  the  probability  that 
an  error  falls  between  any  given  limits  a  and  b  is  the  sum  of  all 


*  For  if  there  are  n  errors  equal  to  J,  n'  equal  to  J\  &e.,  and  the  whole  number 

ft  ft 

of  errors  is  m,  the  probabilities  of  the  errors  are  respectively  ^J  =:  — »  ^J'=  — » &c., 

and  the  sum  of  these  is  — ! ■ =  —  =  1. 

m  m 
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the  elements  of  the  form  ^J .  dJ  hetween  these  limits,  or  the 
integral 


S}' 


dJ 


and  this  integral,  taken  hetween  the  extreme  limits  of  error,  anj 
thus  embracing  all  the  possible  errors,  will  be 


X 


<pA,dA  =1 


We  have  heretofore  assumed  that  the  fanction  <pJ  is  to  be  zero 
for  J  =  ±1  L  It  must  also  be  added  that,  since  the  probability 
of  any  error  greater  than  ±:  Ms  also  zero,  we  should  have  to 
determine  this  function  in  such  a  manner  that  it  would  be  zero 
for  all  values  of  J  from  +  ?  to  +  qo  and  from  —  Ito  —  oo.  The 
obvious  impossibility  of  determining  such  a  function  leads  us 
to  extend  the  limits  d=  7  to  ±:  oo,  and  to  take 

f"^%J.<«J=l  (8) 

This  will  evidently  be  allowable  if  the  integral  taken  from 
zb  2  to  db  Qo  is  so  small  as  to  be  practically  insignificant.  Besides, 
the  extreme  limits  of  error  can  never  be  fixed  with  precision,  and 
it  will  sufiiee  if  the  function  <pJ  is  such  that  it  becomes  very  small 
for  those  errors  which  are  regarded  as  very  large. 

9.  Returning  now  to  the  general  case  of  indirect  observations, 
Art.  6,  in  which  we  suppose  a  quantity  JIf =/(a:,  y,  z, . . . .)  to  be 
observed,  let  J,  J',  J" ....  be  the  errors  of  the  several  observed 
values  of  M,  and  ^J,  ^J',  y J" ....  their  respective  probabilities; 
then,  the  probability  that  these  errors  occur  at  the  same  time  in 
the  given  series  being  denoted  by  P,  we  have,  by  a  theorem  of 
the  calculus  of  probabilities,* 

P  =  f  J .  f  J',  f^  J" (9) 

The  most  probable  system  of  values  of  the  unknown  quantities 

*  If  a  single  aotion  of  a  cause  can  produce  the  effects  a,  a\  a", . . . .  with  the  re* 

spectiTc  probabilities  p,  p\  f\ the  probability  that  two  sttccessive  independent 

actions  of  the  cause  will  produce  the  effects  a  and  a'  is  pff;  and  similarly  for  any 
number  of  effects.  Thus,  if  an  urn  contains  2  white  balls,  8  red  ones,  and  5  black 
ones,  the  probability  that  in  two  successiTe  drawings  (the  original  number  of  balls 
being  the  same  at  each  drawing)  one  ball  will  be  white  and  the  other  red  is  i^  X  A- 
VoL.  IL-^1 
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z^jfyZ....  will  be  that  which  makes  the  probabililj  P  a  maxi- 
mum. Consequently,  since  z^y^z....  are  here  supposed  to  be 
independent,*  the  derivative  of  P  relatively  to  each  of  these 
variables  must  be  equal  to  zero ;  or,  since  log  P  varies  with  P, 
the  derivatives  of  log  P  must  satisfy  this  condition,  and  we  shall 
have 

P  dx  P  dy         ' 

which,  since 

logP  =  logspJ  +  logf^'+logf^'  + 

give  the  equations    (  y, .  *     xaJ   J~  ""   '         d. > 

,.  dd  .    ,^,  dj"  ,    ,^„  dr  . 

^'di  +  ''"di  +  '''dr+ =* 

^      dy^^      dy^^       dy    ^        '      ^  )     (10) 

f/J.—  +  ^' J'.  — -  +  /  J".  _- + =  0 

dz  dz  dz 

fte.  ^. 

in  which  wc  have  put 

The  number  of  equations  in  (10)  being  the  same  as  that  of  the 
unknown  quantities,  these  equations  will  serve  to  determine  the 
unknown  quantities  when  we  have  discovered  the  value  of  the 
function  ^M,  as  will  be  shown  hereafter. 

Sirice  the  functions  ipd  and  tp^A  are  supposed  to  be  general,  and 
therefore  applicable  whatever  the  number  of  unknown  quanti- 
ties, we  may  determine  them  by  an  examination  of  the  special 
case  in  which  there  is  but  one  unknown  quantity,  or  that  in 
which  the  observed  values  J!f,  J!f' ,  Jlf ". . . .  belong  to  the  same 
quantity.  In  that  case,  the  hypothesis  that  z  is  the  value  of  this 
quantity  gives  the  errors 

d  =  M^x,         A'=M'  —  x,         A"  =  W'-x 

*  That  is,  tnbjeot  to  bo  nBirieUons  ozoopt  thai  thoy  ahaU  Mtisfy  the  obserrations, 

or  tho  oqnations  Jf  =x/(s,  y,  « ).     For  Uio  omo  of  <*  eonditioiied*'  obserrationB, 

•00  Art.  68  of  tUi  Appoadiz. 


\ 


* 


whence 
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dx       dx        dx  .    .  ^' 


and  the  first  equation  of  (10)  becomes  .  .  }.  "'J 

f' (ilf  —  a;)  +  f' (W-^x)  +  ip' (2f"—  a:)  + =0*    (12) 

This  being  general  for  any  number  m  of  observations,  and  for 

any  observed  values  J!f,  JlSf' ,  M". . . .,  let  us  suppose  the  special 

case 

M'=M'' =  U  —  mN 

Since  the  arithmetical  mean  of  the  observed  quantities  is  here 
the  most  probable  value  of  a:,  we  have 

=  l[jlf+ (m^l)  (if- mJO] 

Tift 


■'\ 


whence 


if— a?  =  (m  — l)Jr 

Jtf '—  a?  ==  if "  —  a;  ..:..  =  —  -y 


and,  consequently,  (12)  becomes 

/[(m-~l)i\ri  +  (m  — l)y(— jSr)=:0 

y^[(m-l)jy]^y^(^JO 
(m  — l)J\r  — JV 

That  is,  for  all  values  of  m,  and  therefore  for  all  values  of  (m  —  1)  JV, 

we  have  ?^^^^^-=^  eqnal  to   the   sa^  quantity  ?:(=#>. 

(m  —  1)  JV^       ^  ^  -^       — iVr 

©'J 
Hence  we  have  generally  —  equal  to  a  constant  quantify,  and, 

denoting  this  constant  by  i,  we  have  -"  <     ' 

or,  by  (11), 

f  J 
Integrating, 

log  f  J  =  }  A:J*  +  log  % 
whence 

in  which  e  is  the  base  of  the  Napierian  system  of  logarithms. 
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Since  ipA  must  decrease  as  J  increases,  \k  must  be  essentially 
negative :  representing  it,  therefore,  by  —  A*,  our  function  becomes 

To  determine  the  constant  x,  let  this  value  be  substituted  in  (8), 
which  gives 

Putting 

this  integral  becomes 


t  =  hA 


(13) 


The  known  value  of  the  definite  integral  in  the  first  member  is 
|/;r  (see  Vol.  I.  p.  153) ;  whence 


X  = 


y/n 


and  the  complete  expression  of  (pA  becomes 


(14) 


The  constant  h  must  depend  upon  the  nature  of  the  observa- 
tions, and  will  be  particularly  examined  hereafter.  If  we  here 
take  it  as  the  unit  of  abscissa  in  the  curve  of  probability,  the 
equation  (7)  becomes 

by  which  the  curve  may  be  constructed.     The  values  of  y  for  a 
few  values  of  J  are  as  follows: 


J 

y 

0.0 

0.5642 

0.2 

0.5421 

0.4 

0.4808 

0.6 

0.3936 

0.8 

0.2975 

1.0 

0.2076 

1.2 

0.1887 

1.4 

0.0796 

1.6 

0.0486 

Diff. 


.0221 
.0618 
.0872 
.0961 
.0899 
.0789 
.0542 
.0859 


J 

y 

1.6 

0.0436 

1.8 

0.0221 

2.0 

0.0103 

2.2 

0.0045 

2.4 

0.0018 

2.6 

0.0007 

2.8 

0.0002 

3.0 

0.0001 

00 

0.0000  1 

Diff. 


.0215 
.0118 
.0058 
.0027 
.0011 
.0005 
.0001 
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The  curve,  Fig.  A,  in  Art  7,  is  constructed  from  this  table ;  but, 
to  exhibit  its  character  more  distinctly,  the  scale  of  the  ordinates 
is  four  times  that  of  th^  abscissae  (which,  indeed,  corresponds  to 
the  case  of  A  =  2).  We  see  that  the  curve  approaches  very  near 
to  the  axis  for  moderate  values  of  J,  and  that  the  assumption  of 
it  00  instead  of  finite  limits  of  J  can  involve  no  practical  error. 
It  is  evident  that  the  axis  XX  is  an  asymptote  to  the  curve. 

The  differences  in  the  above  table  indicate  that  the  curve 
approaches  the  axis  most  rapidly  at  a  point  whose  abscissa  is 
between  0.6  and  0.8.  The  exact  position  of  this  point,  which 
is  a  point  of  inflexion,  is  found  by  putting  the  second  differen- 
tial coefficient  oiy  equal  to  zero,  which  gives 


whence 


J  =  4o  =  0.7071 


The  ordinate  Mm  is  drawn  at  this  point.    We  shall  have  occa- 
sion to  refer  to  it  again  hereafter. 


THE   MEASURE   OF   PRECISION. 

10.  The  constant  A  requires  special  consideration.    Since  the 

exponent  of  e  in  (14)  must  be  an  abstract  number,  t  must  be  a 

/ii 

concrete  quantity  of  the  same  kind  as  J.    In  a  class  of  observa- 

1 
tions  in  which  A  is  small  for  a  given  probability  f  J,  ^  will  be 

small,  and  h,  will  be  large.  Thus,  h  will  be  the  greater  the  more 
precise  the  nature  of  the  observations,  and  is,  therefore,  called  by 
Gauss  the  measure  of  precision.  If  in  one  system  of  observa- 
tions the  probability  of  an  error  J  is  expressed  by 

and  in  another,  more  or  less  precise,  by 

A' 


e 


—  A'A'AA 


the  probability  that  in  one  obBerTation  of  the  first  syBtem  the 


\ 
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error  committed  will  be  comprised  between  the  limita  —  d  and 
+  i  will  be  expressed  by  the  integral 


i; 


+  «  h 


and,  in  like  manner,  the  probability  that  the  error  of  an  observa- 
tion in  the  second  system  will  be  comprised  between  —  i'  and 
+  d^  will  be  expressed  by 

These  integrals  are  evidently  equal  when  we  have  hi  ==  A'^'.  If, 
for  example,  we  have  A'  =  2A,  the  integrals  will  be  equal  when 
d  =  28';  that  is,  the  double  error  will  be  committed  in  the  first 
system  with  the  same  probability  as  the  simple  error  in  the 
second,  or,  in  the  usual  mode  of  expression,  the  second  system 
will  be  twice  as  precise  as  the  first.  We  shall  presently  see  how 
the  value  of  A  can  be  found  for  any  given  observations. 

THE  METHOD   OF  LEAST  SQUARES. 

11.  The  preceding  discussion  leads  directly  to  important  prac- 
tical results.    We  have  seen  (Art,  9)  that  to  find  the  most  probable 

values  of  x,y,  ^ . . . .  from  the  observed  values  of  M=f{x^y^  ^, ) 

we  are  to  render  the  probability P=  y>J.yJ'. f  J". ...  a  maxi- 
mum, that  is,  by  (14), 

must  be  a  maximum;  and  this  requires  that  the  qaantity 
4 J  +  J' J'  +  J"  J"  + . . . .  should  be  a  minimum.  Thus,  the  prin- 
ciple that  the  most  probable  values  of  the  unlcnoicn  quantities  are  those 
which  make  the  sum  of  the  squares  of  the  residual  errors  a  minimum^  is 
not  limited  to  the  case  of  direct  observations,  but  \&  entirely 
general. 

The  principle  is  readily  extended  to  observations  of  unequal 
precision.  For  if  the  degree  of  precision  of  the  observations 
J/,  J!f ',  M". ...  be  respectively  A,  A',  A". . . .,  and  we  compare 
these  observed  quantities  with  the  values  F,  F',  F". . . .,  computed 
with  the  most  probable  values  of  ar,y,z. . . ., whereby  we  obtain 
the  residual  errors  M  —  V=  J,  M'  —  F'  =  J'. . . .,  it  is  the  same 
thing  as  if  we  had  taken  observations  of  equal  precision  (repre- 
sented by  1)  upon  the  quantities  AJIf,  h'M'^  h''M'\  . .  •,  and  had 
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compared  them  with  the  computed  quantities  h  F,  A'  F',  A''  F".  ♦ . ., 
whereby  we  should  have   found  the   errors  hM  —  A  F  =  A  J, 

A'JIf'  —  A'  F'  =  A' J' ,  in  which  case  we  should  have  to  reduce 

to  a  minimum  the  quantity 

A»  J«  +  A''' J«  +  A"»J"*  + . . , . 

"\ 

that  is,  each  error  being  multiplied  by  its  measure  of  precision^  and 
thereby,  reduced  to  the  same  degree  of  precision^  the  sum  of  the  squares 
of  the  reduced  errors  must  be  a  minimvmK 

In  what  precedes  is  involved  the  whole  theory  of  the  method 
of  least  squares.     I  proceed  to  develop  its  practical  features. 

THE  PROBABLE   ERROR. 

li  From  the  preceding  articles  it  follows  that  the  probability 
that  the  error  of  an  observation  falls  between  J  and  A  +  dA\a 
expressed  by 

and  the  probability  that  it  fells  between  the  limits  0  and  a  is 
expressed  by 

and  this  integral  expresses  the  number  of  errors  that  we  should 
expect  to  find  between  the  limits  0  and  a  when  the  whole  num- 
ber .  of  errors  is  put  =  1  [equation  (8)].  If  we  put  t  =  A  J,  the 
integral  takes  the  form 


1         /«l»aA 

4-   I  e-»dt 


The  whole  number  of  errors,  both  positive  and  negative,  whose 
numerical  magnitude  falls  between  the  ^ven  limits  is  twice  this 
integral,  or 

4-  I   e-»dt  (16) 

yn  •/ 1 «  0 

The  value  of  this  integral  (which  may  be  computed  by  the 
methods  of  Vol.  L  Art  118)  is  given  in  Table  IX.  The  number 
of  errors  between  any  two  given  limits  will  be  found  by  taking 
the  difference  between  the  tabular  numbers  corresponding  to 
these  limits.  Since  the  total  number  of  errors  is  taken  as  unity 
in  the  table,  the  required  number  of  errors  in  any  particular  case 
is  to  be  found  by  multiplying  the  tabular  numbers  by  the  actual 


"^ 
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number  of  observations.    Thus,  if  there  are  1000  observations, 
we  find  that 


between 

u 
it 
<( 
It 


=  0     and  t  =  0.5  there  are  520  errors. 
=  0.5    "    t  =  1.0     «      "    322      " 
=  1.0    "    t  =  1.5   '  "      «•    128     « 
=  1.5    «    t  =  2.0      «      «     29     " 
=  2.0    "    <=  00       «      «        5     « 


18.  The  degrees  of  precirion  of  different  series  of  observations 
may  be  compared  together  either  by  comparing  the  values  of  A, 
or  by  comparing  the  errors  which  are  committed  with  equal 
facility  in  the  two  systems.  The  errors  to  be  compared  must 
occupy  in  the  two  systems  a  like  position  in  relation  to  the  ex- 
treme errors,  and  we  may  select  for  this  purpose  in  each  sj^stem 
the  error  which  occupies  the  middle  place  in  the  series  of  errors  arranged 
in  the  order  of  their  magnitude^  so  that  the  number  of  errors  which  are 
less  than  this  assmned  error  is  the  same  as  the  number  of  errors  which 
exceed  it.  The  error  which  satisfies  this  condition  is  that  for 
which  the  value  of  the  integral  (16)  is  0.5.  Denoting  the  cor- 
responding value  of  t  by  />,  we  find,  by  interpolation  from  Table 

IX., 

P  =  0.476M 
and  we  have 

2    r^  1 

If  then  we  denote  by  r  the  error  which,  in  any  system  of  obser- 
vations whose  degree  of  precision  is  A,  corresponds  to  the  value 
t  =  pj  or  put 

p  =  hr  X  =  J  (18) 

there  will  be  a  probability  of  J  that  the  error  of  any  single  obser- 
vation in  that  system  will  be  less  than  r,  and  the  same  proba- 
bility that  it  will  be  greater  than  r ;  which  is  sometimes  expressed 
by  saying  that  it  is  an  even  wager  that  the  error  will  be  less  than  r. 
Hence  r  is  called  the  probable  error. 

We  may,  therefore,  compare  different  series  of  observations 
by  comparing  their  probable  errors,  their  degrees  of  precision 
being,  by  (18),  inversely  proportional  to  these  errors, 

14.  In  order  to  apply  Table  IX.  in  determining  the  number 
Df  errors  in  a  given  class  of  observations,  we  must  know  the 
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« 

measure  of  precision  A,  or  the  probable  error  r:  thus,  if  we 
wish  the  number  of  errors  less  than  a,  we  enter  the  table  with 

the  argument  t  =  ah,  or  t==  -^ 

For  greater  convenience,  we  can  employ  Table  IX.A,  which 

gives  the  same  function  with  the  argument  - .    For  example,  if 

there  are  1000  observations  whose  probable  Urror  is  r  =  2", 
and  we  wish  to  know  the  number  of  errors  less  than  a  =  1",  we 

take  from  Table  IX.A,  with  the  argument  -  =  0.5,  the  number 

O.26407,  which  multiplied  by  1000  gives  264  as  the  required 
number. 

The  following  example  from  the  Fundamenia  Astronomice  of 
Bessel  will  serve  to  show  how  far  the  preceding  theory  is  sus- 
tained by  ex]5erience.  In  470  observations  made  by  Bradley 
upon  the  right  ascension  of  Sirius  and  Aliair,  Bessel  found  the 
probable  error  of  a  single  observation  to  be 

r  ==  0".2637 

Hence,  for  the  number  of  errors  less  than  0".l  the  argument  of 
Table  IX.A  will  be  j^^  =  0.8792;  and  for  0."2,  0".3,  &c.,  the 
successive  multiples  of  0.8792.     Thus,  we  find  from  the  table 

for  O'M  with  arg.  0.3792  the  number  0.20187 


«  0  .2 

(( 

0.7584 

(f 

0.39102 

"  0  .3 

U 

J.1376 

IC 

0.66710 

«  0  .4 

it 

1.6168 

tt 

0.69372 

«  0  .5 

« 

1.8960 

ii 

0.79904 

"  0  .6 

u 

2.2762 

u 

0.87611 

«  0  .7 

u 

2.6544 

a 

0.92661 

«  0  .8 

a 

8.0336 

u 

0.95926 

«  0  .9 

u 

3.4128 

it 

0.97866 

"  1  .0 

u 

8.7920 

it 

0.98946 

00 

it 

1.00000 

Subtracting  each  number  from  the  following  one,  and  multiply- 
ing thA  remainder  by  470,  the  number  of  observations,  there  were 
found 


490 


APPIITDIX. 


Between 

No.  of  errors 
bjr  the  theory. 

No.  of  errors  by 
•zperienoe. 

0".0  and  0".l 

95 

94 

0  .1    "    0  .2 

89 

88 

0  .2    «    0  .8 

78 

78 

0  .3    «    0  .4 

64 

58 

0  .4   «    0  .6 

60 

51 

0  .5    «    0  .6 

86 

86 

0  .6    "    0  .7 

24 

26 

0  .7    "    0  .8 

15 

14 

0  .8    "    0  .9 

9 

10 

0  .9    «    1  .0 

5 

7       • 

over  1  .0 

5 

8 

The  agreement  between  the  theory  and  experience,  though 
not  absolute,  is  remarkably  close.  The  number  of  latge  errors 
by  experience  exceeds  that  given  by  the  theory,  and  this  has 
been  found  in  other  cases  of  a  similar  kind;  which  shows  at  least 
that  the  extension  of  the  limits  of  error  to  +  oo  has  not  intro* 
duced  any  error.  The  discrepancy  rather  indicates  a  source  of 
error  of  an  abnormal  character,  and  calls  for  some  criterion  by 
which  such  abnormal  observations  may  be  excluded  from  oar 
discussions  and  not  permitted  to  vitiate  our  results.  Such  a 
criterion  has  been  proposed  by  Prof.  Peirce,  and  will  be  con- 
sidered hereafter. 


THE  MEAN  OF  THE  ERRORS,  AND  THE  MEAN  ERROR. 

15.  The  selection  of  the  probable  error  as  the  term  of  com- 
parison between  different  series  of  observations  is  arbitrary, 
although  it  seems  to  be  naturally  designated  by  its  middle  posi- 
tion in  the  series  of  errors.  There  are  two  other  errors  which 
have  been  used  for  the  same  purpose. 

.  The  first  is  the  rman  of  the  errors^  these  being  all  taken  vrith 
the  positive  sign.  In  order  to  find  its  relation  to  the  probable 
error,  let  us  first  consider  a  finite  series  of  errors 

with  the  respective  probabilities 


2a 


2a' 


2a" 

m  ' 
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SO  that  in.m  observations  there  will  be  2a  errors  (numerically) 
equal  to  J,  2  a'  equal  to  J',  &c.,  the  probability  of  a  positive  error 

J  being  — .     The  mean  of  all  those  errors,  each  being  repeated 

a  number  of  times  proportional  to  its  probability,  is 

w  m  m  m 

When  the  number  of  errors  is  infinite,  the  probability  of  an 
error  4  is  to  be  understood  as  the  probability  that  it  falls 
between  A  and  4  +  dJj  which  is  fA .  dJ  (Art.  8),  and  the  above 
formula  for  the  mean  of  the  errors  becomes  the  sum  of  an  infi- 
nite number  of  terms  of  tiie  form  2J^J .  dJ.    Hence,  putting 


y^  =  the  mean  of  the  errors, 


we  have 


=  ri^je  -**^  dJ  =  -JL.  (19) 

Jo    Wic^  A,/«  ^ 


or,  by  (18), 


]/»  hi/ 


r  =  0.8458 19 


Another  error,  very  commonly  employed  in  expressing  the 
precision  of  observations,  is  that  which  has  received  the  appella* 
tion  of  the  mean  error  {der  mittlere  Fehler  of  the  Germans),  which 
is  not  to  be  confounded  with  the  above  mean  of  the  errors.  Its 
definition  is,  the  error  the  square  of  which  is  the  mean  of  the  squares  of 
all  the  errors.    Hence,  putting 

£  =  the  mean  error, 
we  have 

P"J_j«c-**^rfJ=—  (21) 

•^      J.00   l/ar  2A«  ^     ^ 

01.,  by  (18), 

—  ,-7^  =  ^-«2«^  I     (22) 

r  =  0.6745  c  j 

When  we  put  A  =  1,  we  have  e  =  |/J.  The  mean  error  is, 
therefore,  the  abscissa  of  the  point  of  inflection  of  the  cun^e  of 
probability  (Art  9).  In  the  figure,  p.  479,  OM  is  the  mean  error, 
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OP  the  probable  error,  OE  the  mean  of  the  errors,  and  Jfm,  Pp, 
Ecy  their  respective  probabilities. 

THE   PROBABLE   ERROB  OF  THE   ARITHMETICAL   HBAK. 

16.  The  error  above  denoted  by  r  is  the  probable  error  of  any 
one  of  the  observed  values  of  the  unknown  quantity  z.  We  are 
next  to  determine  the  relation  between  this  and  the  probable 
error  r^  of  the  arithmetical  mean  of  these  values. 

If  J,  J\  J" . . . .  are  the  errors  of  the  observed  values,  the 
most  probable  value  of  x  is  that  which  renders  the  probability 

a  maximum  (Art.  11),  and,  consequently,  the  sum  J  J  +  J' J' 
+ ....  a  minimum.  But  this  sum  is  rendered  a  minimum  by 
the  assumption  of  the  arithmetical  mean  x^  as  the  most  probable 
value  (Art.  5),  and  hence  the  quantity  P  expresses  the  probability 
of  the  arithmetical  mean  if  J,  J',  J" . . . .  are  the  errors  of  the 
observations  when  compared  with  this  mean.  The  probability 
of  any  other  value  of  x,  as  a:^,  +  d,  will  be 

Since  [J]  =  J  +  J'  +  J"  +  ....  =  0  (Art.  6),  and  [J J]  =  nue 
(Art  15),  this  expression  may  be  put  under  the  form 

and  at  the  same  time  we  have 

so  that 

P:P'=:l:c-«***« 

that  is,  the  probability  of  the  error  zero  in  the  arithmetical  mean 
is  to  that  of  the  error  ^  as  1 :  e-'***".  For  a  single  observation, 
the  probability  of  the  error  zero  is  to  that  of  the  error  d  as 
l:e-"**".  Hence  the  measure  of  precision  (Art  10)  of  the 
single  observation  being  A,  that  of  the  arithmetical  mean  of  m 
such  observations  is  hi/m;  from  which  follows  the  important 
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theorem  that  the  precision  of  the  mean  of  a  number  of  observations 
increases  as  the  square  root  of  their  number.* 

If,  then,  r  is  the  probable  error  of  a  single  observation,  and  r© 
that  of  the  arithmetical  mean  of  several  observations,  we  must  have 

yffi 

and  from  the  constant  relation  between  the  mean  and  the  proba- 
ble error  (22), 

(24) 


e  = 


DETERMINATION   OF  THE   MEAN  AND   PROBABLE  ERRORS   OF   GIVEN 

OBSERVATIONS. 

17.  The  principles  now  explained  will  enable  ns  to  determine 
the  mean  errors  of  any  given  series  of  directly  observed  quanti- 
ties. Let  n,  n',  w" ....  be  the  observed  values ;  x^  their  arith- 
metical mean ;  r,  r',  v" ....  the  residuals  found  by  subtracting 
x^  from  each  observed  value :  so  that 

r  =  n  —  a:,,        t/z=n'  —  x^,        v"  =  n"  —  x^^,  &c. 

« 

If  Xo  were  certainly  the  true  value  of  x,  so  that  ??,  v',  v^' ....  were 
the  actual  or  (as  we  may  say)  the  true  errors,  and,  consequently, 

identical  with  J,  J',  J" ,  we  should  have,  according  to  the 

above,  mee  =  [JJ]  =  [ri?],  and  hence 


-m) 


and  this  must  always  give  a  close  approximation  to  the  value  of  e. 
But  the  relation  mee  =  [JJ]  was  deduced  from  a  consideration 
of  an  infinite  series  of  errors  which  would  reduce  the  mean 
error  of  x^  to  an  infinitesimal,  according  to  the  principles  assumed, 
and  thus  make  r,  t?',  v" ....  identical  with  J,  J',  A" ...  A  better 
approximation  to  the  value  of  «,  where  the  series  is  limited,  is  to 
be  obtained  by  considering  the  mean  error  of  Xq  itself,  and  conse- 
quently, also,  the  mean  errors  of  the  residuals  t?,  i?',  v" If 

then  we  suppose  the  true  value  of  x  to  be  Xq  +  ^,  we  shall  have 
the  true  errors 

J  =  «  — a,        J'=t/  — a,        ij"  =  v"  —  a,  &c. 


*  See,  in  connection.  Arts.  21  and  25. 
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whence,  observing  that  [»]  =  0, 

[J J]  r=  mcf  =  [yi?]  _  2  [y]  a  +  md* 
=  [rv]  +  md* 

Thus  the  approximate  value  mee  =  [i;y]  requires  the  correction 
md^^  the  value  of  which  depends  upon  the  value  we  may  ascribe 
to  8,  Ab  the  best  approximation,  we  may  assume  it  to  be  the 
mean  error  e^ :  so  that,  by  (24), 

md^  =  me  •  =  m  -—  =  ec 
•  m 

which  gives 

ffUt  =  [tw]  -f  ce 

whence 


St 


=S    --ViS)        <»> 


and  consequently,  also,  by  (22), 


=W(S)    '-«■'"« 


(26) 


Thus  from  the  actual  residuals  the  mean  and  the  probable  error 
of  a  single  observed  value  are  found.  Hence,  by  (23)  and  (24), 
the  mean  and  probable  errors  of  the  arithmetical  mean  will  be 
found  by  the  formulss 

Example. — ^Let  us  take  the  following  measures  of  the  outer 
diameter  of  Saturn's  ring  observed  by  Bessel  at  the  Eonigsberg 
Observatory  with  the  heliometer,  in  the  years  1829-1881.*  The 
measures,  denoted  by  n,  are  all  reduced  to  the  mean  distance  of 
Saturn  from  the  sun,  and  are  here  assumed  to  have  the  same 
degree  of  precision. 

♦  Astron.  JVacA.,  Vol.  XII.  p.  169. 
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n 

V 

W 

38".91 

0" 

.40 

0.1600 

39  .82 

+  0 

.01 

.0001 

38  .93 

—  0 

.88 

.1444 

39  .31 

0 

.00 

.0000 

39  .17 

-0 

.14 

.0196 

39  .04 

—  0 

.27 

.0729 

39  .67 

« 

hO 

.26 

.0676 

39  .46 

— 

t-0 

.15 

.0225 

39  .30 

—  0 

.01 

.0001 

39  .03 

—  0 

.28 

.0784 

89  .35 

+  0 

.04 

.0016 

89  .25 

—  0 

.06 

.0036 

39  .14 

—  0 

.17 

.0289 

89  .47 

+  0 

.16 

.0256 

89  .29 

—  0 

.02 

:ooo4 

89  .32 

+  0 

.01 

.0001 

39  .40 

f-0 

.09  . 

.0081 

89  .83 

« 

hO 

.02 

.0004 

39  .28 

—  0 

.08 

.0009 

89  .62 

—1 

1-0 

.81 

.0961 

n 

V 

VV 

39".41 

+  0'.10 

0.0100 

89  .40 

+  0  .09 

.0081 

89  .86 

+  0  .05 

.0026 

89  .20 

-0  .11 

.0121 

89  .42 

+  0  .11 

.0121 

89  .80 

0  .01 

.0001 

89  .41 

• 

f-0  .10 

.0100 

39  .43 

« 

hO  .12 

.0144 

39  .43 

+  0  .12 

.0144 

89  .36 

+  0  .06 

.0025 

39  .02 

—  0  .29 

.0841 

39  .01 

—  0  .80 

.0900 

88  .86 

—  0  .45 

.2025 

89  .51 

+  0  .20 

.0400 

89  .21 

—  0  .10 

.0100 

89  .17 

—  0  .14 

.0196 

39  .60 

+  0  .29 

.0841 

89  .54 

+  0  .23 

.0529 

89  .45 

+  0  .14 

.0196 

89  .72 

+  0  .41 

.1681 

aTo  =  39  .808        [vv']  =  1.5884 


Heuce,  since  m  =  40,  we  have,  by  (25)  and  (26), 

r  ==  0".202  X  0.6745  =  0".186 
snd  consequently,  bj  (28)  and  (24),  or  (27), 


^^  ^  0^202  ^  0^082, 


^(40) 


fo  =     =  0".022 


1/(40) 


That  is,  the  probable  error  of  a  single  observation  was  0".136, 
and  that  of  the  final  result  x^  =  39".308  was  only  0".022. 

18.  The  preceding  method  of  finding  the  probable  error  from 
the  squares  of  the  residuals  is  that  which  is  most  commonly 
employed ;  but  when  the  number  of  observations  is  very  great, 
it  is  desirable  to  abridge  the  labor,  if  possible.  A  sufficient 
approximation  can  be  obtained  by  the  use  of  the  first  powers  of 
the  residuals  as  follows. 

The  number  of  observations  being  very  great,  we  shall  pro- 
bably have  as  many  positive  as  negative  residuals.    If 


r',  V 
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v'" . . .  are  the  positive  and  t?i,  v,,  r, . . .  the  negative  residuals, 
and  if  the  true  value  of  x  is  a:^,  +  d,  the  true   errors  will   be 

t?'  — <y, r"  — ^,v'"  — ^  ..  * .,  and  — t?!  — ^,  —  V,  — ^, —??,— d, 

If  they  are  aU  taken  with  the  positive  sign  <mly^  the  errors  are,  there- 
fore, 

t/  —  ^,  t/'  —  ^,  t/"  —  d, and    t?i  +  ^1  »j|  +  ^,  t?t  +  ^, 


the  mean  of  which,  upon  the  hypothesis  of  an  equal  number  of 
positive  and  negative  residuals,  is  the  same  as  that  of  the  series 

i/,  v",  v'"  —  t?j,  r„  r,  — 

Hence,  denoting  the  sum  of  the  nvmerical  values  of  the  residuals 
by  [!?],  and  the  mean  of  the  actual  errors  by  5,  as  in  Art  16,  we 
have 


and  hence,  by  (20), 


m 


r  =  0.8453  ^  (28) 

tn 


and  consequently,  also,  by  (22), 

c  =  1.2538  ^  (29) 

tn 

In  the  example  of  the  preceding  article  we  find  the  mean  of  the 
residuals  taken  with  the  positive  sign  to  be  0'M556,  which  by 
(28)  gives  r  =  0'M555  X  0.8463  =  0'M31,  which  is  perhaps  a 
sufficient  approximation  to  the  value  found  above.  In  this 
example,  however,  we  have  22  positive  residuals,  17  negative 
ones,  and  1  zero:  so  that  the  hypothesis  upon  which  the  formula 
(28)  was  founded  is  not  strictly  applicable.  In  a  larger  number 
of  observations  we  should  expect  a  closer  agreement  with  the 
hypothesis,  and  more  accordant  results. 

We  may,  however,  employ  the  first  powers  of  the  residuals 
more  strictly  according  to  the  theory  of  probabilities.  In  a 
limited  series  each  residual  is  to  be  regarded  as  liable  to  a  pro- 
bable error  r',  and  their  mean  is  to  be  regarded  as  the  mean  of 
the  errors  of  the  residuals  themselves,  rather  than  as  the  mean 
of  the  errors  of  the  observations.     Hence  the  formula 

r'  =  0.8453  t^ 
m 
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gives  the  probable  error  of  a  residual.  The  relation  between 
T*  and  r  (=  the  probable  error  of  an  observed  quantity  n)  may  be 
found  as  follows.  Each  observed  n  may  be  supposed  to  be  the 
result  of  observing  the  mean  quantity  x^  increased  by  an  ob- 
served error  v.  The  probable  error  of  w  =  a:^,  +  v  is,  therefore 
(by  a  principle  hereafter  to  be  proved), 


whence 


=•(-■.• +'^=v(^+'') 


=  ''Vs?:i 


or 

r  =  0.8453 ^ (30) 

-which  agrees  with  the  formula  given  by  C.  A.  F.  Peters.*    Ac- 
cording to  this  formula,  we  find  in  the  above  example  r  =  0'M83. 

i>eterhination  of  the  mean  and  probable  errors  of  functions 

OF  independent  observed  quantities. 

19.  Suppose,  first,  the  most  simple  function  of  two  independ- 
ent observed  quantities  x  and  X|,  namely,  their  sum  or  difference 

JT  =  X  dz  x^ 

and  let  the  given  mean  errors  of  x  and  x^  be  e  and  ty    Although 

the  number  of  observations  by  which  x  and  x^  have  been  found 

may  not  be  given,  we  may  assume  it  to  have  been  any  large 

number  m,.and  the  same  for  each  of  the  quantities;  the  degrees 

of  precision  of  the  two  series  being  inversely  proportional  to  e 

and  «!.     The  true  errors  of  the  assumed  observations  may  be 

assumed  to  be —    . 

for  Xy    J,  J',  J" ...;... . 

for  a:,,   J„J/,4" 

and  the  errors  of  JT,  consequently, 

J  ±  Ji,        ^  ±  J/,        J"  ±  ^/', 

Denoting  the  mean  error  of  JT  by  J?,  we  have,  by  the  definition, 

mE'  =  (J  ±  A^y  +  (J'  ±:  A/y  +  (J"  ±  J/')»  + 

=  [JJ]  ±:  2  [J JJ  +  [4^i] 


*AMtr<m.  Naeh,,  Vol.  XLIV.  p.  82. 
Vol.  n.— 82 


498  APPBNDIX. 

In  a  great  number  of  obBervationB  there  moBt  be  as  many  posi- 
tive as  negative  products  of  the  form  J  Jp  and  such  that  we  riiall 
probably  have  [^^J  ==  0 ;  and  since  we  also  have  m^  =  [A^ 
mt*  =  [^i^J,  this  equation  gives 

^«  =  £«  +  £,«  (SI) 

If  we  have 

^  =  a?  ±  a?!  zh  Xg 

and  the  mean  errors  of  x,  Xp  x,  are  c,  e|,  €^  we  have  by  the  pre- 
ceding equation  the  mean  error  of  x  ±:  Xj  =  ^/(e*  +  e^%  and  by 
a  second  application  of  the  same  equation,  considering  x  +  x,^  as 
a  single  quantity,  the  mean  error  of  Xwill  be  found  by  the 
formula 

J5«  =  «•  +  «i«  -).  «,«  (31*) 

and  the  same  principle  may  be  thus  extended  to  the  algebraic 
sum  of  any  number  of  observed  quantities. 

In  consequence  of  the  constant  relation  (22),  if  r,  r^y  r^. . . . 
are  the  probable  errors  of  x,  Xj,  a^  . . . .  and  B  the  probable  error 
of  JT  =  X  ±;  Xj  ±  X, ,  we  shall  have 

12«  =  r*  +  ri«  +  r,»  +  . . . .  (32) 

Example  1. — The  zenith  distance  of  a  star  observed  in  the 
meridian  is 

C  =  21^  IT  20".8    with  the  mean  error  c  =  2''.8 
and  the  declination  of  the  star  is  given 

9  =x=  19^  30'  14".8    with  the  mean  error  cj  =  0".8 

Required  the  mean  error  E  of  the  latitude  of  the  place  of  obser- 
vation, found  by  the  formula  y  =  f  +  ^.     We  have,  by  (31), 

E  =  i/[(2.8)«  +  (0.8)*]  =  2".44 
Hence 

f»  =  40«  47'  85".l    with  the  mean  error  E  =  2".44 

Example  2. — The  latitude  of  a  place  has  been  found  with  the 
mean  error  c  =  0'^25,  and  the  meridian  zenith  distance  of  stars 
observed  at  that  place  with  a  certain  instrument  has  been  found 
to  be  subject  to  the  mean  error  $^  =  0'^62 :  what  is  the  mean 
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error  E  of  the  declinations  of  the  stars  deduced  by  the  formula 
*  =  y  — C?    We  have 

E  =  /[(0.25)»  +  (0.62)«]  =  0".67 

20.  Let  us  next  consider  the  function 

jr=:  ax 

and  suppose  x  has  been  observed  with  the  mean  error  e,  and  a  is 
a  given  constant.  Every  observation  of  x  with  the  error  ±  J 
gives  JT  with  the  error  ±  aJ:  so  that  the  mean  error  of  Xmust  be 

^  =  a* 

In  general,  by  combining  this  with  the  preceding  principle,  if 

we  have 

^  =  ax  -(-  flifl?!  -|-  fljjC,  -f- . . . . 

and  if  the  mean  errors  of  x,  x^,  x^ . . . .  are  e,  e^  €„  . .  • .,  and  E 
that  of  X,  we  shall  have 

E*  =  aV  +  a^^i*  +  tf,«e,*  +  ....  =  [a«e«]    *  (33) 

and  the  same  form  may  be  used  for  probable  errors. 

Example. — As  an  example  illustrating  the  application  of  both 
the  preceding  principles,  suppose  that  in  order  to  find  the  rate 
of  a  chronometer  we  find  at  the  time  t  its  correction  +  12^  18*.2 
with  the  mean  error  0*.S,  and  at  the  time  f  the  correction 
+  12*  21*.4  with  the  same  mean  error  0*.8,  and  the  interval  t'  —  t 
=  10  days.     The  rate  in  the  whole  interval  is 

12-  21'.4  —  12-  13'.2  =  +  8'.2 

with  the  mean  error,  according  to  Art.  19, 

|/[(0.3)*  +  (0.3)T  =  ©•.42 

The  mean  daily  rate  is  then 

+  —  =  +  ©•.82 
^10        ^ 

with  die  mean  error,  according  to  Art.  20^ 

0'.42 


10 


=:  0«.042 
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21.  If  Zy  Xj,  ^2 . . . .  are  the  several  observed  values  of  the 
same  quantity,  their  arithmetical  mean  being 

^<k  =  'z(^+-^^  +  ^*  +  "•) 
m 

and  if  r  is  the  probable  error  of  each  observation,  what  is  the 
probable  error  r^  of  ar^  ?    By  Art.  19,  the  probable  error  of  the 

sum  X  +  x^  +  x^  +  . . . .  is 

l/(f  +  r»  +  r*  +  . . .)  =  i/(mr*)  =  ry^m 
and  the  probable  error  of  — th  of  the  sum  is,  by  Art.  20, 

1  .  r 

r^  =  --  X  r^m  =  —- 

as  has  been  otherwise  proved  in  Art.  16. 

22.  Let  us  now  take  the  general  case  in  which  JT  is  any  func- 
tion whatever  of  the  observed  quantities  x,  x^,  x,, . . . .  expressed 

^1.  '        T    vX,    X\  y    X^f     ■    •    •    •  ) 

Let  the  variables  be  expressed  in  the  form 

X  ^^^  CL  "^  QCi  y  Xi  -^—  CLy  -|-  jC|  ,  Xf  —  df  ~y"  X^  j  .  •  •  • 

« 

a,   a^j  a, . . .  being  arbitrarily  assumed'  very  nearly  equal  to 

Xf  x^y  x, . . .  respectively,  and  such  that  x\  x/,  x,' may 

be  so  small  that  their  squares  will  be  insensible.  The  given 
mean  errors  e,  e^,  e, . . .  may  then  be  regarded  as  the  mean 
errors  of  x',  x/,  x,'  . . . .  The  function  JT  developed  by  Taylob's 
theorem  is 

jr=/(a,  a.,  a.. ...)  +  ^x'  +  ^< +_<  +  .... 

and  the  mean  error  of  X  will  be  that  of  the  quantity 

dX  J       dX    ,      dX     , 
dx  rfXj  cZx, 

or,  by  (88), 

^'=(5F)*'+W)*^+(5i-)*''+-  (^) 


METHOD  OF  LBAST  SQUARES.  601 

or,  if  r,  r^,  r, . .  •  are  the  probable  errors  oi  x^x^y  ^'••j  and  R 
that  of  JT, 

^■=(S^)'''+(f)V+(^F'.-+--     («*•) 

This  formula  is,  indeed,  but  approximative,  since  we  have 
neglected  the  terms  involving  the  higher  powers  in  the  develop- 
ment of  JT;  but  the  mean  errors  of  these  small  terms  will  be  in- 
sensible if  we  suppose  that  the  errors  £,  c^,  e,  . . .  are  so  small 
that  the  differences  between  the  observed  values  a:,  Xj,  x, . . . 
and  the  true  values  are  of  the  same  order  as  the  quantities 
x\  a:/,  Xg'  . . .,  which  will  always  be  the  case  where  proper  care 
has  been  taken  to  reduce  the  accidental  errors  of  observation  to 
their  smallest  amount.    If  the  given  function  is  implicit,  as 

0=/(jr,  rr,  arj,x,...) 

we  should  still  by  differentiation  obtain  the  differential  coeffi- 
cients, and  then  find  the  mean  error  of  JT  by  (34). 

Example. — The  local  apparent  time  at  a  place  in  latitude 
y  =  88*^  58'  53"  was  found  (Vol.  I.  Art.  145)  from  the  sun's 
zenith  distance  f  =  1&^  12'  25",  when  the  declination  was 
i  =  —  22°  50'  27",  to  be  ^  =  2*  47-*  89'.4.  What  is  the  probable 
error  of  this  result,  supposing  the  probable  errors  of  the  data 
to  be — 


Probable  error  of  f  =  r  =  0".6 
«  «       d  =  r^  =  0  .6 

«  "       C  =  r,  ==  3  .5 


The  formula 

0  =  —  cos  C  +  ^'^  ^  '^i'^  ^  +  ^^  f  ^^^  ^  ^^^  ^ 

expresses  ^  as  an  implicit  function  of  y ,  dy  and  f.    We  find 
(Vol.  I.  Art.  85) 

dt  1 

d^  cos  ^  tan  A 

dt^_  1 

dd  cos  d  tan  q 

dt  1 


dZ  cos  f  sin  A 


\ 
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where  A  is  the  azimuth  and  q  the  parallactic  angle.    We  find 
from  the  data  ^  =  +  40°  1',  q  =  82°  61',  whence 

^  =  -  1.532,        —  =  1.680,        —  =  +  2.001 
df  '        dd  '    .    d:       ^ 

and  the  probable  error  of  i  is,  by  (34*) 
R  =  l/[(0.6  X  1.532)«  +  (0.6  X  1.680)«  +  (3.5  X  2.001)']  =  r.l2 

or,  in  seconds  of  time, 

R  =  0'.47 

28.  To  complete  this  branch  of  our  subject,  it  is  to  be  observed 
that  the  preceding  demonstrations  apply  only  to  the  case  where 
the  quantities  entering  into  combination  are  independent ;  but 
when  they  are  merely  diiFerent  functions  of  the  same  observed 
quantities,  the  above  formulae  are  incomplete.  Let  us  suppose 
that  we  have  X  and  X',  different  functions  of  the  same  observed 
quantities  x,  x^^  x^  . . . .,  or 

X  =f  (ar,  .T„x„ ) 

X'=/'(x,x,,x,,  ......) 

the  mean  errors  of  x,  Xp  x, . . .  being  €,«„€,....;  and  that  we 

wish  to  find  the  mean  error  JE  of  the  function, 

« 
Y  =  Fix,  X) 

If  any  single  observation  of  x,  x^,  x, is  affected  by  an  error 

dy  5p  82, respectively,  the  corresponding  errors  in  Xsmd  X' 

will  be — 

Error  in  -^T,    A  :=^  ab  '\'  a^^  -j-  ^1^2  + 

"        X\  4'  =  a'^  +  al\  +  a;<J,  +  . . . . 

in  which  a^a^^  a^ are  the  differential  coefficients  of  X^  and 

a',  a/,  a/  . . . .  the  differential  coefficients  of  Jf',  with  reference 
to  X,  Xp  Xg,  ....     The  corresponding  error  in  Y  will  be 


f  At 


A"=AJ-\-A'A 

in  which  ^.and  A'  are  the  differential  coefficients  of  Y  with  re- 
ference to  X  and  X\    The  square  of  the  mean  error  £J  will  be 
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the  mean  of  the  squares  of  all  the  values  of  J^'  which  result 
fi'om  all  the  possible  values  of  d,  d^^d^. ... 
Substituting  the  values  of  J  and  J^,  we  have 

J"  =  iAa  +  A'a')  d  +  (Aa^  +  A\)  ^,  + .  •. . 

which  we  may  briefly  express  as  follows: 

If  the  number  of  values  of  J"  is  denoted  by  m,  the  mean  of  all 
the  values  of  J'"  will  be 

In  consequence  of  the  various  signs  of  ddy^  dS^  &c.,  the  mean 
value  of  each  of  these  quantities  will  be  zero ;  and  the  mean 
values  of  iPj  d^\  &c.  are  ^^  €^y  &c.  Hence  the  formula  becomes 
simply 

JS*  =  {Aa  +  AWy  «« +  (^0,  +  A\y  ti*  + . . . . 

or 

E^  =  A\ah^  +  a\^  +  ....)+  ^'^  (aV  +  a/V  +....)!      r85^ 

To  illustrate  by  a  very  simple  example,  let 

X=2rc  X'=Zx 

and  suppose  e  =  0.1 ;  then,  to  find  the  mean  error  E  of 

we  cannot  take  E  =  i/[(0.2)*  +  (0.3)*]  as  we  should  if  X  and  X' 
were  independent,  but  by  the  above  formula  we  must  tak^ 

E  =  i/[(0.2)«  +  (0.8)»  +  2  X  2  X  3  X  (O.l)T  =  0.5 

as  in  fact  we  find  directly,  in  this  simple  case,  by  first  substi- 
tuting in  Y  the  values  of  JT  and  X\ 
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WEIGHT  OF  OBSERVATIONS. 

24.  Observations  of  the  same  kind  are  said  to  have  the  same 
or  different  weight  according  as  they  have  the  same  or  different 
mean  (or  probable)  errors.  We  assume  a  priori  that  observations 
will  have  the  same  weight  when,  they  are  made  under  precisely 
the  same  circu/nstanceSj  including  under  this  designation  every 
thing  that  can  affect  the  obsei*vations ;  but  whether  this  condi- 
tion has  in  any  case  been  realized  can  only  be  learned,  a  pos- 
teriorly from  the  mean  errors  revealed  by  the  observations  them- 
selves. 

In  order  to  obtain  a  numerical  expression  of  the  weight,  let 
us  suppose  all  our  observations  to  be  compared  with  a  standard 
fictitious  observation  the  mean  error  of  which  is  any  assumed 
quantity  e^.  Let  the  actual  observations  be  subject  to  the  mean 
error  e.  Let  it  require  a  number  p  of  standard  observations  to 
be  combined  in  order  to  reduce  the  mean  error  of  their  arith- 
metical mean  to  that  of  an  actual  observation,  that  is,  to  e ;  or, 
according  to  (24),  let 

V        or       pt*  =  e*  (36) 


l/jp 


then  one  of  our  actual  observations  is  as  good,  that  is,  has  the 
same  weight,  as  p  standard  observations,  and  the  number  p  may 
be  used  to  denote  that  weight.  If,  in  like  manner,  other  obser- 
vations of  the  same  kind  are  subject  to  the  mean  error  e^,  and 
we  have 

one  of  these  observations  has  the  weight  of  p^  standard  observa- 
tions, and  the  weights  of  the  observations  of  the  two  actual 
series  may  be  compared  by  ineans  of  the  numbers  p  and  p\ 
The  weight  of  the  fictitious  observation  is  here  the  unit  of 
weight;  but  this  unit  is  altogether  arbitrary,  since  it  is  only  the 
relative  weights  of  actual  determinations  that  are  to  be  con- 
sidered. 
It  follows  immediately,  since  we  have 

or 
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that  the  weights  of  two  observations  are  reciprocally  proportional  to  the 
squares  of  their  mean  errors. 

The  measure  of  precision  (Art.  10)  and  the  weight  are  to  be 
distinguished  from  each  other:  the  former  varies  inversely  as 
the  mean  error,  the  latter  inversely  as  the  square  of  this  error. 

25.  To  find  the  most  probable  mean  of  a  number  of  observations  of 
diffcT^ent  weights. — ^Let  n',  n",  n'"  ....  be  the  given  observed 
values;  p\  /?",  p^'^  ....  their  respective  weights.  By  the  pre- 
ceding definition  of  the  weight,  the  quantity  n'  may  be  considered 
as  the  mean  of  p'  observations  of  the  weight  unity,  n"  as  tiie 
mean  of  2>"  observations  of  the  weight  unity,  &c.  "We  may, 
therefore,  conceive  the  given  series  of  observed  quantities  re- 
solved into  a  series  of  standard  observations,  all  of  equal  weight, 
and  then  apply  to  the  latter  series  the  principle  of  the  arithme- 
tical mean.  The  whole  number  of  equivalent  standard  observa- 
tions will  be  p'  +  jo"  +  p"'  +....;  the  sum  of  the  p'  standard 
observations  will  be  p'n';  the  sum  of  the  p''  standard  observa- 
tions will  be  p''  n" ,  &c. :  hence  the  desired  mean  z^  will  be 


or,  more  briefly, 


This  formula  shows  that  although  the  above  demonstration 
implies  that  p',  p",  ji?'"  ....  are  whole  numbers,  yet  any  numbers, 
whole  or  fractional,  may  be  used  which  are  in  the  same  propor- 
tion ;  for  /  being  any  arbitrary  factor,  whole  or  fractional,  we 
may  write  for  (88)  the  following : 

^  ^ /P V  +  fp^'n"  +  fp^'W''  +.... 
fp'+fp"  +  fr'+'"' 

and  ^^^fp'^fp'^^fp'" ....  may  be  regarded  as  the  weights. 

The  value  of  x^  is  here  an  arithmetical  mean  only  in  the  con- 
ventional sense  implied  in  the  substitution  of  fictitious  observa- 
tions with  uniform  weights  for  the  given  observations.  It  may 
be  called  the  gen£ral  mean  or  the  probabU  mean. 

The  weight  of  this  general  mean,  referred  to  the  unit  of  p'^ 

y , . . . .  is  =  2>'  +  y  +  p'"  +  •  • . . 
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The  mean  error  of  the  general  mean  will  be  expressed  by 

where  e^  is  the  mean  error  corresponding  to  the  unit  of  weight 

If  e^  is  not  given,  we  shall  have  to  find  it  from  the  observations 
themselves.  Taking  the  difference  between  x^  and  each  of  the 
given  quantities,  we  have  the  residuals  * 

t/=  n'  —  a:^  1/'=  n"—  Xo,  t/"=  n"'  —  x.,  ... 

If  e',  e",  e'" . . .  are  respectively  the  mean  errors  of  n\  n",  n'", .... 
we  shall  have,  as  in  Art.  17, 

whence 

/e'»  =  €*  =  /rV  + 1)  V 

and,  in  like  manner, 

Cj«  =  /  W  +  y  V 

&c. 

The  number  of  given  values  n',  n"  . , .  being  =  m,  the  sum  ot 
these  equations  is 

which  combined  with  the  above  value  of  e^^  gives 

and  consequently,  also, 

Example. — Let  us  suppose  that  the  observations  of  Saturn's 
ring  in  Art.  17  had  been  given  as  in  the  following  table,  where 
the  mean  of  the  first  seven  observations  of  Art.  17  is  given 
=  39'M79  with  the  weight  =  7,  the  mean  of  the  next  following 
four  =  39".286  with  the  weight  =  4,  &c. 
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p 

n 

V 

w 

pmi 

7 

89".179 

—  0'/.129 

.016641 

.1165 

4 

.286 

—  0  .023 

529 

21 

6 

.294 

—  0  .014 

196 

10 

4 

.407 

+  0  .099 

9801 

892 

1 

.410 

+  0  .102 

10404 

104 

8 

.820 

+  0  .012 

144 

4 

8 

.877 

+  0  .069 

4761 

148 

4 

.810 

+  0  .002 

4 

0 

8 

.127 

0  .181 

82761 

988 

6 

.448 

4-  0  .140 

19600 

1176 

\v\- 

40 

ar,  —  39  .308 

[pvv]  =  .3998 

Here  the  general  mean  x^  found  by  (38)  of  course  agrees  with 
that  found  before.  For  the  mean  error  corresponding  to  the 
unit  of  weight  (which  in  this  case  is  that  of  an  observation  as 
given  in  Art.  17),  we  have,  by  (89),  since  m  =  10, 

.8998 


„  =  ^(^)=^.m 


and  for  the  mean  error  of  x^^  by  (40), 

.8998 


//^,8998^V     ^,^33 
'        \\9X40/ 


which  agree  sufficiently  well  with  the  former  values.  A  perfect 
agreement  in  the  mean  errors  is  not  to  be  expected,  since  our 
formulse  are  based  upon  the  supposition  that  we  have  taken  a 
sufficient  number  of  observations  to  exhibit  the  several  errors 
to  which  they  are  subject  in  the  proportion  of  their  respective 
probabilities ;  and  this  would  require  a  very  large  number  of 
observations. 

26.  In  the  application  of  the  preceding  formulse,  it  must  be 
observed  that  when  the  weights  of  different  determinations  of 
the  same  quantity  are  inferred  from  their  mean  errors,  we  must 
be  certain  that  there  are  no  constant  errors  (that  is,  constant 
during  the  observations  which  compose  a  single  determination) 
before  we  can  combine  them  together  according  to  these  weights, 
unless  the  constant  errors  are  known  to  affect  all  the  determina* 
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tions  equally  and  with  the  same  sign.  For  example,  if  ten 
measures  of  the  zenith  distance  of  a  star  are  made  at  one  cul- 
mination, giving  a  mean  error  of  0".4,  and  five  measures  at 
another,  giving  a  mean  error  of  0".8,  the  weights  according  to 
these  errors  would  be  as  4  to  1.  But  if  it  is  known  that  the 
errors  peculiar  to  a  culjnination  (and  affecting  equally  all  the  indi- 
vidual observations  at  that  culmination)  exceed  1",  it  would  be 
better  to  regard  the  observations  as  of  the  same  weight,  since 
there  would  be  a  greater  probability  of  eliminating  such  peculiar 
errors  by  taking  the  simple  arithmetical  mean.  If,  however,  the 
observer,  from  considerations  independent  of  the  observations, 
can  estimate  the  weight  of  determinations  made  under  different 
circumstances,  then  it  is  evident  that  these  weights  will  serve 
for  the  combination,  if  the  mean  accidental  errors  of  the  several 
determinations  are  sensibly  equal. 

But  if  from  the  different  circumstances  we  have  deduced 
weights  for  the  several  determinations,  and  at  the  same  time  the 
mean  errors  (deduced  from  a  discussion  of  the  discrepancies  of 
the  observations  composing  each  determination)  are  widely  dif- 
ferent, it  is  not  easy  to  assign  any  general  rule  for  reducing  the 
weights  which  shall  not  be  subject  to  some  exceptions.  In  such 
cases,  practical  observers  and  computers  have  resorted  to  em- 
pirical formul86,  involving  some  arbitrary  considerations,  more  or 
less  plausible. 

In  many  cases  we  can  proceed  satisfactorily  as  follows.     Let 

c  =  the  mean  accidental  error  of  a  single  observation, 

1^  =  the  mean  error  peculiar  to  a  determination  which  rests 

upon  m  such  observations, 
e  =  the  total  mean  error  of  such  a  determination, 

then,  €  and  ij  being  supposed  to  be  independent,  we  shall  have 

^  =  ~  +  ^'  (41) 

m 

If  then  Tj  can  be  obtained  from  independent  considerations,  this 
formula  will  give  the  value  of  e,  and,  consequently,  the  weight 
for  each  determination,  and  the  combination  may  then  be  made 
by  (88).  For  an  example  of  a  discussion 'according  to  these 
principles,  see  Vol.  L  Art  236. 


METHOD   OF   LEAST   SQUARES.  509 

INDIRECT   OBSERVATIONS. 

*27.  I  proceed  now  to  the  application  of  the  method  of  least 
iSqaares  to  the  solution  of  the  general  problem  of  determining 
the  most  probable  values  of  any  number  of  unknown  quantities 
of  which  the  observed  quantities  are  functions.  The  observa- 
tions are  then  said  to  be  indirect  The  particular  case  of  direct 
observations,  already  considered,  is,  however,  included  in  this 
general  problem ;  being  the  case  in  which  the  number  of  un- 
known quantities  is  reduced  to  one,  and  this  one  is  directly 
observed. 

The  general  problem  embraces  two  classes  of  problems,  which 
must  be  distinguished  from  each  other.  In  the  first  class,  the 
unknown  quantities  are  independmty  in  the  sense  that  they  are 
subject  to  no  conditions  except  those  established  by  the  observa- 
tions: so  that,  before  taking  the  observations^  any  assumed  system 
of  values  of  these  quantities  has  the  same  probability  as  any 
other  system.  In  the  second  class,  there  are  assigned,  a  priori^ 
certain  conditions  which  the  unknown  quantities  must  satisfy  at  the 
same  time  that  they  satisfy  (as  nearly  as  possible)  the  conditions 
established  by  the  observations.  Thus,  for  example,  if  the  three 
angles  of  a  plane  triangle  are  to  be  determined  from  observations 
of  any  kind,  we  have,  aprioriy  the  condition  that  the  sum  of 
these  angles  must  be  equal  to  two  right  angles,  and  all  the 
^systems  of  values  which  do  not  satisfy  this  condition  are  excluded 
at  the  outset.  This  class  will  be  briefly  considered  hereafter, 
under  the  head  of  "  conditioned  observations  ;'*  but  our  attention 
fvill  be  chiefly  directed  to  the  first  class,  which  includes  most  of 
the  problems  occurring  in  astronomical  inquiries. 

Again,  the  equations  which  the  observations  are  to  satisfy  may 
be  linear  or  non-linear;  the  observed  quantities  may  be  explicit  or 
implicit  functions  of  the  required  quantities ;  but,  for  simplicity, 
we  consider  first  the  case  of  linear  equations,  to  which  all  the 
others  may  always  be  reduced. 

EQUATIONS   OP   CONDITION  FROM   LINEAR   FUNCTIONS. 

28.  Let  us  suppose  the  equations  between  the  known  and 
unknown  quantities  are  of  the  form 

ax  +  by  -{-  cz  + -|-  ^  =  F 
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in  which  a^  by  c,...  .1  are  known  quantities  given  by  theory  for 
each  observation,  Fis  the  quantity'  observed,  and  a:,  y,  2  • . . .  are 
the  quantities  to  be  determined.  For  each  observation,  we  have 
a  similar  equation,  and  thus  a  system  such  as  the  following: 

a'x  +Vy   +(^z    + +  V  =t' 

a"x  +  b"y  -\r(f*z  + +  r  =jr' 

cl^'x  +  6'"y  +  d''z  + -j-r^V"  \      (^2) 

&o.  &c. 

the  number  of  these  equations  being  greater  than  that  of  the 
unknown  quantities  (Art.  6),  If  our  observations  were  perfect, 
all  these  equations  would  be  satisfied  by  the  same  system  of 

values  of  X,  y,  2 ... ;  but,  being  imperfect,  let  M'y  Jlf ",  JSf' " 

denote  the  values  obtained  by  observation  for  V,  F",  F"' 

When  these  values  are  substituted  in  the  second  members  of  (42), 
there  will,  in  general,  be  no  system  of  values  of  x,  y,  z . . . .  which 
satisfies  all  the  equations  at  the  same  time,  and  we  can  only 
determine  that  system  which  is  rendered  most  probable  by  the 
observations.  Let  us  therefore  denote  by  iV',  JV",  JV'" ....  the 
values  which  the  first  members  of  our  equations  obtain  when 
any  hypothetical  or  assumed  system  of  values  of  x,  y,  z . . . .  is 
substituted  in  them ;  and  put 

t/=  i^r  —  Jf',        t/'=N"^M",        v"' =  iV^"' —  JIT'',  .... 

then  r',  v",  r'" ....  are  the  errors  of  the  observations  according 
to  this  hypothesis.    Finally,  let  us^ut 

n'  ==  Z'  —  JT,        «"  =  r  —  2r\         n'"  =  V"  —  Jf '", .... 

then  our  equations  may  be  thus  expressed : 

a'x   +  b'y    -{-  (fz   -f +  ^'  =  ^ 

a"x  +  6"y  +  c"2  +....+  n"  =  t/' 

a'"x  +  6'"y  +  </"z  +  ....  +  n"'  =  t/"  {      (^^) 

If  our  observations  were  perfect,  we  should  be  able  to  find 
values  of  X,  y,  z . . . .  which  would  reduce  all  the  quantities  v',  r", 
t?'" ....  to  zero.  It  is  usual,  therefore,  to  write  zero  in  the  second 

members : 

a!x   +Vy    +  cfz    -f  . . . .  +  n'  =0 

a"x  +  b"y  +(f'z  +....  +  n"  =  0 
a"'x  +  V"y  +  d"z  +  ....+  n'"  =  0  \    f-^^*) 

&c.  &c. 
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and  these  are  called  the  equations  of  condUion,  since  they  express 
the  conditions  which  the  unknown  quantities  are  required  to 
satisfy  as  nearly  as  possible.  We  may,  however,  with  more  rigor 
regard  (43)  as  our  equations  of  condition,  and  treat  them  as 
expressing  the  general  condition  that  the  unknown  quantities 
shall  be  such  as  to  give  the  most  probable  system  of  errors 
V',  r",  I?"' .... 

Now,  according  to  Art.  11,  the  most  probable  system  of  values 
of  Xj  y,  z , . . .  (and,  consequently,  the  most  probable  system  of 
errors)  is  that  which  makes  the  sum  of  the  squares  of  the  errors 
a  minimum :  thus,  we  are  to  reduce  to  a  minimum  the  function 

[vv-]  =  1/1/+  1/ V  +  t/ V"  +  . . . . 

Cegarding  [rv]  as  a  function  of  the  variables  x^y^z...  (which  we 
must  remember  are  here  independent),  the  condition  of  minimum 
requires  that  its  derivatives  taken  with  reference  to  each  variable 
shall  each  be  zero ;  that  is, 

^l!!E2  =  o,     ^M  =  o,     1£hh]  =  o,... 

dx  dy  dz 

or 

.(ft/   ,     „  rft/'   ,     „,  (ft/"   ,  ^ 

V 1-   t/' 1-   t/" 1-   ....  =3  0 

dx  dx  dx 

(which  we  might  have  obtained  directly  from  (10)  by  substituting 
^'J  =  AJ  =  kVj  and  dividing  by  the  constant  k).  But,  by  differ- 
entiating the  equations  (43)  with  reference  to  x^  ^,  ^ .  •  •  •  succes- 
sively, we  have 

(ft/  ,        dt/  ,,        dv'  . 

-—  —  a  f       — -  —  0 ,        •-—  —  Cf  ... 

dx  dy  dz 

^^  _  a"         ^'=^'  -  N'         ^''"  -  e" 
dx  dy  dz 

&c,  &c.  &c. 

so  that  (44)  are  the  same  as  the  following : 
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dy^  ^  c^'\f'  -^^  d"xf"  Jt  ....  =  0 
h^xf  +  6'V'  +  6'"i;'"  +  ....  =  0 
c'j/  +  c'V  +  c"V"  +  ....  =  0  \    (^*) 

The  number  of  these  equations  is  the  same  as  that  of  the  un- 
known quantities;  and  if  we  now  substitute  in  them  the  values 
of  v\  v'\  v'" . . .  from  (48),  we  have  the  final  or,  as  we  shall  call 
them,  the  normal  equations,  which  determine  the  most  probable 
values  of  x,  y,  2  • . . . 

NORMAL   EQUATIONS. 

29.  "We  see  by  (44*)  that  to  form  the  first  normal  equation  we 
multiply  each  of  the  equations  of  condition  (43)  or  (43*)  by  the 
coeflScient  of  x  in  that  equation,  arfd  then  form  the  sum  of  all 
the  equations  thus  multiplied.  The  resulting  equation  is  called 
the  normal  equation  in  a:.*  The  sum  of  the  equations  of  condi- 
tion severally  multiplied  by  the  coefficients  of  y  is  the  normal 
equation  in  y,  &c.  To  abbreviate  the  expression  of  these  sums, 
we  put 

\aa\  =^a'a'  \\-  a" a!'  -f  ^'"a"'  -f  . . . . 

|a6]  =  a'6'  -f  a"6"  +  a'"6'"  -f-  . . . . 

\ac]  =  a'cf  +  a  V  +  a"V"  +  . . . . 

&c.  &c. 

• 

then  the  normal  equations  are 

lad]  X  -[-  [fl^]  y  +  [«c]  -2^  + +  [^^]  =  0 

[ah-]  X  +  [66]  y  +  \bc]  ^  +  ....  +  [bn\  =  0 
\ac]  x  +  [6c]  y  +  [cc]  ^  -t-  . . . .  -f  [en]  =  0        /      ^^^J 
&c.  &c. 

30.  The  formation  of  such  normal  equations  is  one  of  the 
most  laborious  parts  of  the  computations  involved  in  the  method 
of  least  squares,  especially  when  the  number  of  equations  is  very 
greatf  It  is  important  to  have  a  means  of  verification,  or 
"  control,**  to  insure  their  accuracy,  before  proceeding  with  the 
next  important  process  of  elimination.  A  very  simple  and 
effective  control  is  the  following. 


*  The  <*  normal  equation  in  z*'  is  so  called  because  it  is  the  equation  which  deter- 
mines the  most  probable  yalue  of  z  when  the  other  yariables  are  reduced  to  zero,  or 
when  X  is  the  only  unknown  quantity ;  and  so  of  the  others. 

tThiB  labor  mav  be  abridged  by  the  use  of  Dr.  Crells's  Eeehentafclfi,  Berlin, 
1869. 
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Form  the  snms  of  tihe  coefficients  of  the  unknown  quantitied 
in  the  several  equations,  namely, 

a'  +V  +  V  +....  =  «' 
a"  +b''  +  (f'  +  ....=  s^' 

&c. 

If  we  multiply  each  of  these  by  its  w,  and  add  the  products,  we 
have 

[an]  +  [6n]  +  [en]  -f  . . . .  ==  [an]  (47) 

Also,  multiplying  each  of  (46)  by  its  a,  and  adding,  then  each 
by  its  6,  and  adding,  and  so  on,  we  have 

laa]  +  [ah]  +  [ac]  -f-  —  =  [oa] 
[aft]  +  [66]  +  [6c]  +....  =  [6«] 
[ac]  +  [6c]  +  Ice-]  +....  =  [cf]  /      ^^^) 

The  equations  (47)  must  be  satisfied  when  the  absolute  terms  of 
the  normal  equations  are  correct,  and  (48)  when  the  coefficients 
of  the  unknown  quantities  are  correct, 

81.  The  normal  equations  will  give  determinate  yaluea»  of 
a:,  y,  Z....J provided  they  are  really  independent.  If,  however, 
any  two  of  them  become  identical  by  the  multiplication  of  either 
of  them  by  a  constant,  the  number  of  independent  equations  is, 
in  fact,  one  less  than  that  of  the  unknown  quantities,  and  the 
problem  becomes  indeterminate.  This  difficulty  does  not  arise 
from  the  method  by  which  the  normal  equations  are  formed,  but 
from  the  nature  of  the  given  equations  of  condition.  In  any 
such  case,  additional  observations  are  necessary,  for  which  the 
coefficients  have  such  varied  values  as  to  lead  to  independent 
equations.  Even  when  two  equations  cannot  be  reduced  pre- 
cisely to  a  single  one  by  the  introduction  of  a  constant  factor,  if 
they  can  be  made  very  nearly  identical,  the  problem  is  still  prac- 
tically indeterminate.  The  indetermination  will  become  evident 
in  the  actual  elimination  in  practice  when  any  one  of  the  un- 
known quantities  comes  out  with  so  small  a  coefficient  that  small 
errors  in  the  observations  would  greatly  change  this  coefficient. 
(See  Art  62.) 


514  APPBNDIX. 

82.  By  wliatever  method  ihe  eliminatioQ  is  pepfonued,  we 
shall  necessarily  arrive  at  the  same  fijoal  values  of  the  unknown 
quantities ;  but,  when  the  number  of  equations  is  aonsiderable, 
the  method  of  substitution,  with  Gauss's  convenient  notation,  is 
universally  followed ;  but,  for  the  present,  leaving  the  reader  to 
choose  his  method,  I  proceed  to  explain  the  principles  by  which 
the  mean  errors  of  the  values  of  x,  y,  ^ . . . .  are  determined. 

MBAN   ERRORS   AND   WEIGHTS   OF   THE   UNKNOWN   QUANTITIES. 

83.  Since  we  have  put  n'=V  — JIf' ,  n"  =  V'—M*',  &c.  (Art.  28), 

the  mean  error  of  n',  w",  w'". ...  is  also  that  of  J!f' ,  Jf ",  J!f' ", ; 

that  is,  the  mean  error  of  n',  n^',  n"'. ...  is  to  be  regarded  as  the 
mean  error  of  an  observation.  If  the  elimination  of  the  normal 
equations  were  fully  carried  out,  each  unknown  quantity  would 
be  finally  expressed  as  a  linear  function  of  n\  n",  n'", . . . .,  and  the 
mean  errors  of  the  latter  being  given,  those  of  the  unknown 
quantities  would  follow  by  the  principle  of  Art.  20.  It  results, 
however,  from  the  symmetry  of  the  normal  equations  that  several 
forms  may  be  obtained  for  computing  directly  the  weights  of  the 
unknown  quantities,  and  from  these  weights  the  mean  errors 
can  afterwards  be  found. 

^4.  First  method  of  compiUinff  the  weiffhts  of  the  unknoum  quantities. 

— For  simplicity,  let  us  first  suppose  all  the  observations  to  be 

of  equal  weight,  or  the  mean  errors  of  w',  n'',  w"'  to  be  equal. 

Let 

f  r=  the  mean  error  of  an  observation, 

e^=  the  mean  error  of  the  value  of  x  found  from  the  normal 

equations, 
j>^=  the  weight  of  the  value  of  x,  the  weight  of  an  observa^ 

tion  being  unity; 

then  (Art  24) 


Now,  let  UB  suppose  the  elimination  to  be  performed  by  the 
method  of  indeterminate  coefficients.  Let  the  first  equation  of 
(45)  be  multiplied  by  $,  the  second  by  C>  ^®  third  by  §",  &c., 
and  the  products  added.  Then  let  the  factors  Q,  ^',  ^^..• 
(whose  number  is  the  same  a&  that  of  the  unknown  quantities) 
be  supposed  to  be  determined  so  that  in  this  final  equation  the 
coefficients  of  all  the  unknown  quantities  shall  be  zero,  except 
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that  of  X,  which  shall  be  unity.     The  conditions  for  determining 
these  factors  are,  therefore, 

lad]  Q  +  C«6]  C+  M  g'  +  ...  .==  1 
lab-]  Q  +  [66]  e+  M  «"  +  .■.-  =  0 
[ac]  e  +  [6c]  e  +  [cc]  g'  +. .  ..=  0 
&c.  &c. 


(49) 


and  the  final  equation  in  x.  is 

X  +  [an]  Q  +  [6n]  9^  +  [en]  §"  +  ....  =  0  (50) 

Comparing  (45)   and  (49),   we   see  that  the   coefficients   of 

Q,  Q\  C- ...  are  the  same  as  those  of  x.y^z ,  but  that  the 

absolute  terms  are  —  1  in  (49)  instead  of  [ait]  in  (45),  and  zero 
instead  of  [6w],  [en],  &c.  Hence,  if  the  elimination  of  (45)  were 
carried  out,  and  the  values  of  x,yj  z —  determined  in  terms  of 
n\  n",  n'''. . . .,  the  values  of  §,  §',  §" —  would  be  found  from 
these  by  merely  putting  [aw]  =  —  1,  and  [fci]  =  [en],  &c.  =  0. 
This  is  also  evident  from  (50).  I  shall  now  show  that  Q  is  the 
reciprocal  of  the  required  weight  of  x. 

The  final  value  of  x  being  a  linear  function  of  n',  n",  n'" , 

the  equation  (50)  may  be  supposed  to  be  developed  in  the  form 

X  +  a'n'  +  a"n"  +  a"'n'"  +  ....  =  0  (51) 

in  which  a',  a'',  a"', ....  are  functions  of  a',  b\.,, .,  a",  6", ,  &c. ; 

and  these  functions  are  immediately  found  by  developing  [an], 
[6w],  &c.,  in  (50) ;  for  we  then  have,  by  comparing  the  coefficients 
of  (50)  and  (51), 

a'=a'  Q  +  b'  q  +  cf  6^'  +  .... 

o!"=  a!**q  +  b'"q  +  (f"q'  + . . . .  ^    ^  ^ 

&c.  &e. 

Multiplying  each  of  these  equations  by  its  a,  and  adding  all  the 
products,  we  obtain,  by  (49), 

a!  J  +  a"  a"  +  a!"  a!"  +  ....=  1 
Multiplying  each  of  (52)  by  its  6,  and  adding,  we  obtain,  by  (49), 

b'af  +  6"a"  +  6'"a'"  +  ....=  0 

and  so  on  for  as  many  equations  as  there  are  unknown  quantities. 
These  relations  are  briefly  expressed  thus : 

[aa]  =  l  [6a]  =  0  [(Ja]==0,  &c.         (68) 
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If,  then,  each  of  (52)  is  multiplied  by  its  a,  and  the  results  are 
added,  we  find,  by  (58), 

But,  by  Art.  20,  when  s  is  the  mean  error  of  each  of  the  quan- 
tities n'j  n",  n"', . . . .,  the  mean  error  of  x  found  by  (51)  is 

Hence 


e'         1         1 


as  was  to  be  proved. 

Hence  we  have  a  first  method  of  finding  the  weights.  In  the 
first  normal  equation  write  —  1  for  the  absolute  term  [<?w],  and  in  the 
other  equations  zero  for  each  of  the  absolute  terms  [6n],  [cw],  &c. ;  the 
value  of  X  then  found  from  these  equations  will  be  the  reerprocal  of  the 
weight  of  the  value  of  x  found  by  the  general  elimination. 

This  rule  is  to  be  applied  to  each  of  the  unknown  quantities 
in  succession,  so  that  the  reciprocal  of  the  weight  of  y  is  that 
value  of  y  which  will  be  found  by  putting  [6n]  =  —  1,  and 
[an\  =  [en]  =  &c.  =  0 ;  the  reciprocal  of  the  weight  of  z  is  that 
value  of  z  which  will  be  found  by  putting  [en]  =  —  1,  and 
[an"]  =  [in],  &c.  =  0 ;  &c. 

It  is  evident,  moreover,  that  although  we  have  deduced  the 
rule  by  the  use  of  indeterminate  multipliers,  it  must  hold  good 
whatever  method  of  elimination  is  adopted. 

85.  Second  method  of  computing  the  weights  of  the  unknown  quan- 
tities.— ^If  we  write  the  normal  equations  thus, 

[aa]  X  +  [aft]  y  +  [ac]  z  +  —  +  C^^'^]  ==  -^ 
[a6]  x  +  [66]  y  +  [6c]  2  +  . . . .  +  [6n]  =  B 
[oc]  X  +  [6c]  y  +  [cc]  2  +  —  +  [en]  =  C 
&o.  &c. 

and  perform  the  elimination,  we  shall  obtain  a:,y, 2'....  in  terms 
of  [oa],  [oA],  &c.,  and  of  Ay  B,  Q  &c. ;  and  if  in  the  general  values 
thus  found  we  make  A  =  B  =  Q  &c.  =  0,  these  values  will  be 
reduced  to  those  which  would  be  found  by  carrying  out  the 
elimination  with  zero  in  the  second  members  of  the  normal 
equations.    If  we  suppose  the  elimination  performed  by  means 
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of  the  indetenninate  factors  Qy  §',  Q^'. . . .  already  employed,  the 
linal  equation  for  determining  x  will  be 

X  +  [an]C  +  lbh]g  +  lcn'\Q^'+ ....  =QA  +gB  +^'0+ .... 

where  the  coefficient  of  A  is  the  reciprocal  of  the  required  weight 
of  X,  But,  whatever  method  of  elimination  is  employed,  the 
coefficient  of  A  in  this  general  value  of  x  will  necessarily  be  the 
same;  and  hence  we  derive  the  second  method  of  determining 
the  weights :  Wriie  Ay  By  C,  &c.,  instead  of  0,  in  the  second  members 
of  the  normal  equationsy  and  carry  out  the  elimination  (by  any  method 
at  pleasure) ;  then  the  final  values  0/  a:,  y,  ^. . . .  are  those  terms  in  the 
general  values  which  are  independent  of  Ay  By  C . . . ; .  the  weight  of  x 
is  the  reciprocal  of  the  coefficient  of  A  in  the  general  value  of  x;  the 
weight  of  3/  is  the  reciprocal  of  the  coefficient  of  B  in  the  general  value 
ofy;  &c. 

86.  Third  method  of  computing  the  weights  of  the  unknown  quantities. 
- — ^Let  us  suppose  the  elimination  to  be  performed  by  the  method 
of  substitution,  still  retaining  AyBy  C...  in  the  second  members, 
as  in  the  preceding  article.  The  final  equation  in  x,  according 
to  this  method,  is  found  by  substituting  in  the  first  normal  equa- 
tion the  values  of  y,  r....  given  by  the  other  equations.  These 
substitutions  do  not  affect  the  coefficient  of  A,  which  remains 
unity,  so  long  as  no  reduction  is  made  after  the  substitutions. 
Thus,  the  final  equation  in  x  is  of  the  form 

Bx  =  T  +  -4  -j-  terms  in  J5,  (7, . : . . 

in  which  T  is  the  sum  of  all  the  absolute  quantities  resulting 
from  the  substitution,  and  is  a  function  of  [aa']y  [06], ....  [on]. 
Hence  the  value  of  x  is 

T      A 
a?  =  -^  +  T=  -[-  terms  in  j5,  C, . . . . 

in  which  I  is  the  final  value  of  x  which  rcBults  when  A  =  B 

Jti 

=  C. . . .  =  0,  and  ^  is  necessarily  the  quantity  denoted  by  Q  in 

the  preceding  articles.  Therefore  R  is  the  weight  of  x,  and 
hence  we  have  a  third  method  of  finding  the  weights :  Let  the  first 
normal  equation  (the  equation  in  x.  Art.  29)  be  taken  as  the  final 
equation  for  determining  x,  and  substitute  in,  it  the  values  ofyy  ^. . . ,  m 
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terms  of  x  as  found  from  the  remaining  equations;  then^  before  freeing 
the  equation  of  fraxitions  or  introducing  any  reduction  factory  the  coeffi^ 
dent  of  X  in  this  equation  is  the  weight  of  the  value  of  x.  In  the  same 
manner  J  substitute  in  the  second  normal  equation  (the  equation  in  y) 
the  values  of  x^  z...,in  terms  of  y  as  found  from  the  other  equa- 
tions;  the  coefficient  of  y  is  then  the  weight  of  the  value  of  y;  and  so 
proceed  for  each  unknown  quantity. 

According  to  this  method  we  determine  each  unknown  quan* 
titj,  together  with  its  weighty  by  a  separate  elimination  carried 
through  all  the  equations,  in  each  case  changing  the  order  of 
elimination,  until  every  unknown  quantity  has  been  made  to 
come  out  the  last.  The  algorithm  of  this  process,  with  Gauss's 
convenient  system  of  notation,  will  be  given  hereafter  (Art.  45). 

87.  To  find  the  mean  error  of  observation. — The  weight  of  x  being 
found,  we  have  the  ratio  of  c^^  to  e,  but  we  have  yet  to  determine 
«,  which,  in  general,  cannot  be  assigned  a  priori^  but  must  be 
deduced  a  posteriori,  that  is,  from  the  observations,  and  conse- 
quently from  the  equations  of  condition.  The  residuals  t?',i'",i?'"...., 
in  (43),  are  those  which  result  when  the  most  probable  values  of 
x,y,z....  (namely,  those  resulting  from  the  normal  equations) 
are  substituted  in  the  first  members.  The  actual  or  true  errors 
(Art  17)  of  observation  are,  however,  those  values  of  the  first 
members  of  (43)  which  result  when  the  true  values  of  x,  y,  2, . . . . 
are  substituted. 

Let  X  +  AX,  y  +  ^y,  2  +  Ae, . . . .  be  the  true  values  which,  sub- 
stituted in  the  equations  of  condition,  give  the  true  residuals 
u\  w",  w'". . . . ;  so  that  we  have 

a'  (x  +  AX)  +  ^'  (3/  +  Ay)  -{-  c'  (2r  -j-  A2r)  -f W  =  w' 

a"  (X  +  AX)  +  b"  iy  +  Ay)  +  c"  (2:  +  AJ)  + . . . .  n"  =  u" 
a"\x  +  AX)  +  6'"(y  +  Ay)  +  c^'\z  +  a-j)  + . . . .  n'"=  u'"(      (P^^ 

&e.  A;o. 

If  these  equations  be  multiplied  by  a',  a",  a'". . . .,  respectively, 
the  sum  of  the  products  is 

[aa]  X    +  [aft]  y    +[ac']z    +••••+  C«»]   1  ^  r^^i 
-|-  [aa}  AX  +  [a6]  Ay  -|-  [ac]  a^  + J 

which  by  the  first  of  (45)  is  reduced  to 

Icui]  AX  4-  [oi]  Ay  +  iac'i  a«  -f  —  —  [au]  =  0 


0 
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In  the  same  manner,  multiplying  each  of  the  equations  (56)  by 
its  6,  Cy  &e.,  successively,  we  form  the  other  equations  of  the 
following  group : 

[aa]  AX  +  lab}  Ay  +  lac]  ^z  + —  [aw]  =  0 

[fl6]  Ad?  +  [66]  Ay  H-  [6c]  Ar  + —  [*u]  =  0  .        .^. 

lac]  AX  +  [^]  Ay  +  Ice]  Ae  +  —  —  leu]  =  0  '       ^    ^ 
Ac.  Ac. 

These  being  of  the  same  form  as  the  normal  equations  (45),  we 
see  that  the  value  of  ax  resulting  from  them  will  be  of  the  same 
form  as  that  of  x  resulting  from  (45),  with  only  the  substitution 
of  —  M  for  n ;  hence,  by  (51), 

AX  —  a'M'  —  a"u"  —  a'"w'"  —  ....=  0  (58) 

Again,  multiplying  (56)  by  r',  t?",  r'". . . .,  respectively,  the  sum 
of  the  products  is,  by  (44*),  reduced  to 

[m]  =  Ivu] 

and  in  the  same  manner,  from  (48), 

Ivn]  =  Ivv] 
whence 

Ivu]  =  [rr]  =  [vn]  (59) 

The  sum  of  the  products  obtained  by  multiplying  the  equations 
(48)  respectively  by  m',  u'',  m'".  ...  is 

[fltt]  X  +  [6tt]  y  +  leu]  «  -f  —  -f  [n«]  =  [ru]  =  [w] 

and  from  (56),  in  the  same  manner, 

lau]x    +lbu]y    +lcu]z    +  '''-  +  lnu]).^ 
+  lau]  AX  +  [6m]  Ay  +  [cm]  A2:  -f I       *• 

which  two  equations  give  * 

[mm]  =  [w]  +  [aM]  AX  -f  [*^]  Ay  +  [^]  a^:  + (60) 

Kow,  luu]  being  the  sum  of  the  squares  of  the  true  errors  of  the 
observations,  its  value  is,  as  in  Art  17,  >■  mcc,  if  we  put 

m  =  the  number  of  observations, 

s=  the  number  of  equations  of  condition. 
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ConBequently,  if  we  could  assume  ax,  Ay . ...  to  vanish,  we  should 

have 

[w] 

m 

and  this  will  usually  give  a  close  approximation  to  the  value  of 
e,  but  it  will  give  the  true  value  only  in  the  exceedingly  impro- 
bable case  in  which  the  values  of  x,  y,  z. . . .  are  absolutely  true, 
whereas  they  are  to  be  regarded  only  as  the  most  probable  ones 
furnished  by  the  observations.  This  formula,  then,  must  always 
give  too  small  a  value  of  e,  since  it  ascribes  too  high  a  degree  of 
precision  to  the  observations.  We  must,  therefore,  add  to  [vv] 
the  quantities  [au]  Aa:,  [6u]  a^,  &c.,  as  in  (60) ;  but,  as  we  cannot 
assign  any  other  than  approximate  values  of  these  quantities,  let 
us  assume  for  them  their  mean  values  as  found  by  the  theory  of 
mean  errors.  The  mean  value  of  [au]  ax  will  be  found  by  mul- 
tiplying together 

[au]  =  a'u'  +  a' V  +  a'"u'"  + . . . . 

and  AX  =  a'tt'  +  a'V  +  a'"u'"  +  . . . . 

observing  that  the  errors  w',  m",  w'" ,  when  we  consider  only 

their  mean  values,  are  to  be  regarded  as  having  the  double  sign 
dz ;  so  that  the  mean  value  of  the  product  will  contain  only  the 
terms  a'a'w'a',  a"a"u"u",  &c.    Hence  we  take 


auj  AX  z^aaUU-^-daUU    -f-fl    •    U    U     -|-.... 

and  substituting  in  this  the  mean  value  of  u^u%  u"u'\  &;c.,  which 
in  each  case  is  ee,  we  have 

[au]  AX  =  (a! a!  +  «"•"  +  a'".'"  +  ....)•• 

or,  finally,  by  (58), 

[au]  AX  =  cff 

In  the  same  manner,  it  must  follow  that  ee  is  the  mean  value  of 
each  of  the  terms  [hu]  Ay,  [aC]  az,  &c.    If  then  we  put 

fi  =  the  number  of  unknown  quantities, 

the  equation  (60)  becomes 
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whence 


ee  =     l^^^3  /   [VV] 


=  x/J?;  («■) 


m  —  II  \  m  —  /£ 

It  is  to  be  observed  that  when  there  is  but  one  unknown 
quantity,  or  /e/  =  1,  this  general  form  is  reduced  to  the  simple 
one  (26),  already  given  for  direct  observations. 

Finally,  p^,  p^,  ;?,,  —  denoting  the  weights  of  x,  y,  ^. . . '  found 
by  any  of  the  preceding  methods,  we  have 


e  =  -7—  e,  =  -7-,  &C.  (62) 

88.  Example. — ^Let  us  suppose  the  following  very  simple  equa- 
tions of  condition  to  be  given  :* 

x—   y  +  2z—  3  =  0 

8a:  +  2y  —  52  — -   5  =  0 

^  4x  -f    y  +  42r  -—  21  =  0 

—   x  +  8y  -f  32  — 14  =  0 

If  but  the  first  three  of  these  equations  had  been  given,  the 
problem  would  have  been  determinate.    We  should  find  from 

18  28  13        ,  !_     ij  t.        X  X  i 

them  a:  =  --,y  =  — ,2  =  — -,  and  we  should  have  to  accept  these 

values  as  final  ones,  with  no  means  of  judging  of  their  accuracy, 
or  of  that  of  the  observations  upon  which  the  equations  are  sup- 
posed to  depend.  A  fourth  observation  having  given  us  our 
fourth  equation,  we  find  that  the  values  of  a:,y,  z  derived  from 

the  first  three  will  not  satisfy  it,  for  when  they  are  substituted  in 

g 

it  the  first  member  becomes  —  ;;,  instead  of  zero.    If  we  deter- 

7 

mine  the  values  of  x,  y,  and  z  from  any  three  of  the  equations, 
and  substitute  these  values  in  the  fourth,  we  shall  find  a  residual. 
Each  one  of  the  four  systems  of  values  of  the  unknown  quantities 
thus  found  satisfies  three  equations  exactly,  and  the  fourth 
approximately;  but,  all  the  observations  being  subject  to  error, 
the  most  probable  system  of  values  can  seldom  satisfy  any  one 
of  the  equations  exactly.  Hence  the  necessity  of  a  principle  of 
computation  which  shall  lead  as  directly  as  possible  to  such  a 
probable  system  of  values ;  and  this  principle  is  furnished  by  the 
method  of  least  squares. 

*  GAVti,  Thearia  Motus,  Art.  1S4. 
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We  are,  then,  by  Art.  29,  to  deduce  from  these  four  equations 
three  normal  equations,  and  the  values  of  ar,  y,  z  which  exactlj 
satisfy  these  are  to  be  regarded  as  the  most  probable  values. 

To  form  the  first  normal  equation,  we  multiply  the  first  of  the 
above  equations  of  condition  by  1  (=  a'),  the  second  by  3  (=  a"), 
the  third  by  4  (=«'")»  ^"^^  ^^  fourth  by  —  1  (=a*'),  and  add  the 
products.  We  thus  find  [aa]  =  27,  [aft]  =  6,  [a<?]  =  0,  and 
[a/?]  =  —  88. 

To  form  the  second  normal  equation,  we  multiply  the  first 
equation  of  condition  by  —  1  (=  6'),  the  second  by  2  (=  6"),  the 
third  by  1  (=  V'%  and  the  fourth  by  3  (=  6*^),  and  add  the  pro- 
ducts.   We  thus  find  [at]  =  6,  [66]  =  15,  \hc\  =  1,  \hn\  =  —  70. 

The  third  normal  equation  is  formed  by  multiplying  the  first 
equation  of  condition  by  2  (=  c'),  the  second  by  —  5  (=  &'\  the 
third  by  4  (=  c'"),  and  the  fourth  by  3  (=  &%  and  adding  the 
products.    We  find  \ac\  =  0,  [be]  =  1,  [cc]  =  54,  [cri]  =  —  107. 

Hence  our  normal  equations  are 

27a:  +    6y  —    88  =  0 

6x  +  16y  +     ^  —    70  =  0 

y  4-  54-r  —  107  =  0 

the  solution  of  which  gives,  as  the  most  probable  values, 

49154       ^.^^ 
X  =  - — —  =  2.470 
19899 

2017        ^ - -- 
y  = =  8.551 

^         737 

12707       -  ^-^ 

0  =r  —  =  1.916 

6633 

In  order  to  determine  the  mean,  and  hence  also  the  probable, 
errors  of  these  values,  let  us  first  determine  their  weights  accord- 
ing to  the  preceding  methods. 

First.  By  the  method  of  Art  84,  we  first  write  —  1, 0, 0 ,  for 
the  absolute  terms  of  the  three  normal  equations,  and  we  have 
the  three  equations  for  determining  the  weight  of  Xj 

27x'-h    63/—      1  =  0 

Ox' 4-15]/'+     /  =  0 

^+54^  =  0 

in  which  accents  are  employed,  to  distinguish  the  particular 
values  from  the  above  general  ones.    These  give 
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7!  = 


809 
19899 


which  is  the  reciprocal  of  the  required  weight    Hence, 

»  = =  24.597 

^'        809 

In  a  similar  manner,  to  find  the  weight  of  y,  we  take  the 
equations 

27a:"  +    6y"  =0 

6x"+15y"+     y'--l  =  0 

y"  +  54:"         =0 


and  find 


y"= 


54 
737 


whence 


707 
»  =  -l[  =  13.648 


JLibrary. 


And  to  find  the  weight  of  ^,  the  equations 


which  give 


and 


273/"+  ey 

Oa/"  +  15/"  +     y" 

y"'  -|_  54/" 


—  1  = 


0 
0 
0 


^"= 


41 
2211 


«==?511  =  58.927 
^'        41 

Secondly,  By  the  method  of  Art  85,  we  write  our  normal 
equations  thus : 

27a?  +    6y  —    88=^ 

ex  -f  15y  +     ^  —    70  =  5 

y  _j.  64?  —  107  =  0 

and,  carrying  out  the  elimination  as  if  A^  B,  and  C  were  known 
quantities,  we  find 

19899  a:  =  49154  +  (809) A  —  324  5  +       6   (7 

737y  =   2617  —     12  il  +  (54)  ^  —  G 

66332  =  12707  +        2 A—    9  ^  +  (123)  G 
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andy  therefore, 

49164     .  .  ,,         .  ,  ,           19899 
X  = with  the  weight  p.  = 

19899  ^     ^'        809 

2617  ,,       ,,         ,,              737 

^         787  ^'        54 

12707  ,,       ,,         ,,              6633 

6638  ^'        123 

the  same  as  by  the  first  method. 

Thirdly.  By  the  method  of  Art.  36,  to  find  x  and  its  weight 
we  eliminate  y  and  z  from  the  equation  in  x  (the  first  normal 
equation)  by  means  of  the  other  equations,  employing  successive 
substitutions.     The  last  normal  equation  gives 

1       .   107 
54^^  54 

which  being  substituted  in  the  second  gives 

^      ,   809  3673       ^ 

6a:  A y =  0 

^  54  ^         54 

The  value  of  y  from  this,  namely, 

324       .    8673 

y  = x  A 

^  809     ^   809 

being  substituted  in  the  first  normal  equation,  and  no  reduction 

being  made,  gives 

19899  49154  _ 

809   ^         809    "■ 

where  the  coefficient  of  a;  is  the  weight,  and  the  value  of  x  is  the 
same  as  before  found. 

To  find  y  and  its  weight,  we  make  the  second  the  final  equa- 
tion.   From  the  first  and  third  we  find 

6       ,  88 

X  =  —  —  V  A-  — 

27  ^  ^  27 


^  =  ~^y  + 


107 


54^    '     54 

which  substituted  in  the  second  give 

737  2617       ^ 

—  y--  .g^  =  0 

where  the  coefficient  of  y  is  its  weight. 
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Finally,  to  find  z  with  its  weight,  we  make  the  third  aonnal 
equation  the  final  one.    Prom  the  first  two  we  find 

_      J^         464 
^  ""       123  ^  "^  128 

which  substituted  in  the  third  gives 

6638  12707       ^ 


123 


123 


where  the  coefficient  of  z  is  its  weight,  and  its  value  is  the  same 
as  was  before  found. 

By  a  little  attention,  it  will  be  perceived  that  the  three  methods 
involve  essentially  the  same  numerical  operations. 

We  are  next  to  find  the  mean  errors  of  a:,  y,  and  z\  for  which 
purpose  we  must  first  find  the  mean  error  of  an  observation, 
assuming  here,  for  the  sake  of  illustration,  that  the  absolute  terms 
of  the  given  equations  of  condition  are  the  observed  quantities, 
and  that  they  are  subject  to  the  same  mean  error.  Substituting 
in  these  equations  the  above  found  values  of  x,  y,  and  z^  we 
obtain  the  residuals  as  follows : 


No. 

V 

w 

1 

—  0.249 

0.0620 

2 

—  0.068 

.0046 

3 

+  0.095 

.0090 

4 

—  0.069 

.0048 

Hence,  by  (61), 


m  =^-  4,  /I  =  3,      [rr]  =  0.0804 

-B^  =  0.0804 

c  =  v'oMii  =  0.284 

which  is  the  mean  error  of  an  observation,  so  far  as  this  error 
can  be  inferred  from  so  small  a  number  of  observations.  (^See 
the  next  article.)  Consequently,  the  mean  errors  of  x,  y,  and  z 
are  as  follows : 

*.  =  -4-  =  ^•<>57 
e,  =  ^  =  0.077 
e.  =  -^  =  0.089 
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Multiplying  these  errors  by  the  constant  0.6746,  we  shall  have 
(Art  15)  the  probable  errors  as  follows: 

Probable  error  of  an  observation  =  0.192 
«  "  X  =0.038 

"  "         y  =0.052 

"  "  z  =0.026 

39.  It  has  already  been  remarked  in  the  foregoing  pages,  and 
the  remark  is  especially  important  in  the  present  connection, 
that  the  method  of  least  squares  supposes  in  general  a  great 
number  of  observations  to  have  been  taken,  or  a  number  suffi- 
ciently great  to  determine  approximately  the  errors  to  which  the 
observations  are  liable.  Theoretically,  the  greater  the  number 
of  observations  the  more  nearly  will  the  series  of  residuals  ex- 
press the  series  of  actual  errors,  and,  consequently,  the  more 
correct  will  be  the  value  of  e  inferred  from  these  residuals.  In 
practice,  therefore,  no  dependence  should  be  placed  upon  the 
mean  or  probable  errors  deduced  from  so  small  a  number  of 
observations  as  we  have  employed,  for  the  sake  of  brevity  and 
clearness,  in  the  preceding  example.  Nevertheless,  the  method 
is,  even  in  this  case,  the  best  adapted  for  determining  the  most 
probable  values  of  the  unknown  quantities  deducible  from  the 
given  observations,  and  also  their  relative  degree  of  precision. 
Thus,  in  this  example,  the  degrees  of  precision  (denoted  by  A, 
Art  10)  of  x,  y,  and  z^  being  inversely  proportional  to  the  mean 
errors,  or  directly  proportional  to  the  square  roots  of  the  weights, 
are  nearly  as  the  numbers  5,  3.7,  and  7.8,  so  that  from  the  four 
given  observations  z  is  about  twice  as  accurately  found  as  y^ 
while  the  precision  of  x  falls  between  that  of  y  and  z.  But  we 
can  place  but  little  dependence  upon  the  result  which  assigns 
0.284  as  the  mean  error  of  observation,  and  0.067,  0.077,  0.039 
as  the  mean  errors  of  x,  y,  and  e,  because  this  result  is  derived 
from  too  small  a  number  of  observations. 

EQUATIONS   OP   CONDITION   FROM   NON-LINKAR   FUNCTIONS. 

40.  Let  the  relation  between  the  observed  quantities  V\  V'\ 
V". . . .  and  the  unknown  quantities  X,  F,  -2^ . , . .  be,  for  the  ob- 
servations severally, 

/'  (F\   X.Y.Z, )  =  0 

r{r\  x,Y,z, )  =  o 

/"'( F'",  JT,  F,  ^, )  =  0  (       f>^) 

&c. 
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Ii€t  the  values  of  F',  V'\  F"' . . . .,  found  by  observation,  be 
Jf' ,  J!f ",  M'" ....  These  values  being  substituted,  we  shall 
bave  the  equations 

/"  {M",  X,  r,  Z,  ....)  =  0 

/'"  {M*'\  X,  y,  z,  ....)  =  0  I    (^) 

from  which  the  values  of  JT,  Y^  Z...,  are  to  be  found.  But,  as 
we  cannot  eflect  the  direct  solution  of  these  equations  according 
to  the  method  of  least  squares  so  long  as  they  are  not  linear,  we 
resort  to  the  following  indirect  process,  by  which  linear  equations 
of  condition  are  formed.  Let  approximate  values  of  JT,  F,  ^ ....  be 
found,  either  by  some  independent  method  or  from  a  sufficient 
number  of  the  equations  (64)  treated  by  any  suitable  process,  and 

denote  these  approximate  values  by  ^qj  Yq^  Zq Let  the  most 

probable  values  be 

j:=jr^  +  x,      r=r.  +  y,     z==z,  +  z, 

then  x,  y,  ^ . . . .  are  the  corrections  required  to  reduce  our  ap- 
proximate values  to  the  most  probable  values ;  in  other  words, 
a:,  y,  ^ . . . .  are  the  most  probable  corrections  of  the  approximate 
values,  and  the  method  of  least  squares  is  now  to  be  applied  in 
finding  these  corrections. 

Substitute  the  approximate  values  Xq,  Yi,  2J>  . . .  in  (63),  and 
find,  by  resolving  the  equations,  the   corresponding  values  of 
F',  y which  denote  by  Vo',  Vi" These  will  be  func- 
tions which  may  be  thus  generally  expressed : 

r:' =  F- (JT^Y.,  Z. ) 

&c. 

Now,  the  values  of  F',  F" ....  which  result  when  the  most  pro- 
bable values  uTi  +  a:,  Yo  +  y,  Zo+  z  are  substituted,  and  which 
are  yet  unknown,  being  denoted  by  iV',  iV"  ....  we  have 

N"  =P'  (JT,  +  x,Yo  +  y,  Zo  +  2r,....) 

jBr"==i?'"(j;  +  x,  Fo  +  y,^o  +  ^,....) 

and  by  Taylor's  Theorem,  when  we  neglect  the  higher  powers 
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«f  .,  y, . . . . .  ,hici  «.  ,appo«d  to  b.  ,.,7  «>..ll  ,««>«U«,  we 
have 

rfF"  dV"  dV" 

dV*  dV*  dV  dV" 

where  -r-rf»  vqr"'  ^^-j  t^  .   *  >  &c.  are  simply  the  values  of  the 
dJiQ  dJL^  d  Yq    dT^ 

derivatives  of  V,  V" ....  found  by  diflferentiating  (68)  with 
reference  to  each  of  the  variables,  and  afterwards  substituting 
Xo,  Yoy  &c.  for  uT,  F, . . . .  &c. 

K  now  we  denote  the  derivatives  of  V\  V"  ....  with  reference 
to  X  by  a',  a"  ... . ;  their  derivatives  with  reference  to  F  by  6', 
J"  . . . .  &c. :  so  that 

N'  =Vi  -{-  a'x  +  6'y  -\-  dz  +  . . . . 

JV"  =  Fo"  +  a"x  +  6"y  +  o"r  +  . . . . 

&c.  &c. 

and  then  also  put 

W  =  F;  —  M'y  n"  =  f;'  —  M",  &0. 

our  equations  become 

a'x   +  6'y   4-  c'r   +...  +  71'  =  i/ 

a"ar  +  «r"y  +  c"z  + |-  n"  =  t/' 

a"'x  +  6'"y  +  c^'^  +  . . .  +  n'"  =  1/" 
&c.  &c. 

in  which  a',  6' . . .  a'',  6" . . .  w',  n" . . .  are  all  known  quantities ; 
and  v',  v'' ....  are  the  residual  errors  of  observation.  These 
equations  of  condition  are  precisely  like  those  already  treated, 
and,  being  solved  by  the  same  method,  give  the  most  probable 
values  of  X,  y,  2: . . . .,  and  hence,  also,  the  most  probable  values 
of  -^,  Fi  Z . . . . 

This  process  rests  upon  the  assumption  that  the  approximate 
values  X^^  Yq^  Zq  . ..  are  already  so  nearly  correct  that  the  squares 
of  x,  y,  ^  . . .  may  be  neglected.  But  should  the  values  found 
for  X,  y,  2  . . .  show  that  this  assumption  was  not  admissible,  the 
computation  is  to  be  repeated,  starting  with  the  last  found  vahies 
jr^  +  Xy  Yq  +  yy  Zq  +  z  . . .  OS  the  approximate  values ;  and  then 
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the  corrections  which  these  last  require  will  generally  be  so  small 
that  their  higher  powers  may  be  neglected  without  sensible  error. 
However,  should  this  still  not  be  the  case,  successive  approxima- 
tions, commencing  always  with  the  last  found  values,  will  at 
length  lead  to  values  which  require  only  corrections  suitably 
small. 

Even  when  the  given  function  is  already  linear,  it  is  mostly 
expedient  to  follow  the  general  method  just  given :  namely,  to 
substitute  approximate  values  and  form  equations  of  condition 
to  determine  their  corrections.  This  reduces  x,  y,  ^  . . .  to  small 
quantities,  greatly  simplifies  the  computations,  and  diminishes 
the  chance  of  error. 


TREATMENT  OF   EQUATIONS   OF  CONDITION  WHEN  THE   OBSERVATIONS 

HAVE   DIFFERENT   WEIGHTS. 

41.  The  process  above  explained  assumes  that  all  the  observa- 
tions are  subject  to  the  same  mean  error,  and  hence  are  all  of 
the  same  weight  The  more  general  case,  in  which  the  obser- 
vations are  of  different  weights,  is  easily  reduced  to  this  simple 
case.    For,  let 


dx  -(-  yy  +  c'r  -j-  . . . .  +  n'  =  ?/ 


be  an  equation  of  condition  of  the  weight  p' ;  that  is,  one  formed 
for  an  observation  of  the  weight  />'.  The  mean  error  of  an  ob- 
servation of  the  weight  unity  being  tj,  the  mean  error  of  the 

actual  observation,  and,  therefore,  also  of  w',  is  e'  =  — ^-r  Hence 

the  mean  error  of  n'y/'p'  is,  by  Art  20,  equal  to  t'Vf\  ^^^  is, 
equal  to  e,.  If,  therefore,  we  multiply  the  equation  by  yp'^  so 
that  we  have 


it  becomes  an  equation  in  which  the  mean  error  of  the  absolute 
term  is  the  mean  error  of  an  observation  of  the  weight  unity. 
Hence  we  have  only  to  multiply  each  equation  of  condition  by 
the  square  root  of  its  weight  in  order  to  reduce  them  all  to  the 
same  unit  of  weight ;  after  which  the  normal  equations  will  be 
found  as  in  other  cases. 

The  mean  error  of  observation,  found  by  (61)  from  the  equa- 
tions of  condition  thus  transformed,  will  be  that  of  an  observa- 
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tiob  of  the  weight  unity,  and  the  weights  of  the  unknown  quan- 
tities will  come  out  with  reference  to  the  same  unit 


ELIMINATION  OF  THB  UNKNOWN  QUANTITIES  FROM  THE  NORMAL 
EQUATIONS  BY  THE  METHOD  OF  SUBSTITUTION,  ACCORDING  TO 
GAUSS. 

42.  By  means  of  a  peculiar  notation  proposed  by  Gauss,  the 
elimination  by  substitution  is  carried  on  so  as  to  preserve 
throughout  the  symmetry  which  exists  in  the  normal  equations. 
In  order  to  explain  this  method,  it  will  be  expedient  to  suppose 
a  limited  number  of  unknown  quantities.  I  shall  take  but /our, 
but  shall  give  the  process  in  so  general  a  form  that  it  may  readily 
be  extended  to  any  number. 

The  unknown  quantities  will  be  denoted  by 

X,  y,  z,  w, 

and  their  coefficients  in  the  equations  of  condition  by 

d,  0,  6,  (2, 

respectively,  with  sub-numerals  denoting  the  number  of  the 
equation  or  observation  upon  which  it  depends,  and  by 

'^l*  '^gf  ^V  ^' 

the  absolute  terms  of  the  1st,  2d,  Sd,  &c.  equations  respectively : 
so  that  the  m  equations  of  condition  (here  supposed  to  be 
reduced  to  the  same  weight  by  Art.  41)  will  be 

^1^   +  ^y    +  C^^   +  rf,M7   +  II,   =  0 

^f^  +  ^iV  +  V  +  ^9^  +  n,  =  0 

a^  +  bjf  +c^  +d^w  +n^=0  \     (65) 

•••  •••  ••• 

•■•  ■••  ■■• 

ajc  +  bj^  +  ej!  +  djo  +  «_  =  0 
and  the  foar  normal  eqnations  formed  from  these  ttre 


[««]  X  +  [oft]  y  +  [ae]  z  +  lad]  w  +  [ah]  =  0 
[ab]x  +  [66]  y  +  [bc]z  +  [W]  to  +  [bn]  =  0 
[oc  ]  a:  +  [6c]  y  +  [cc  ]  z  +  [erf ]  w  +  [CH  ]  =  0 
[ad]x  +  Ibd]  y  +  [cd]  «r  +  [<M]  w  +  [d»]  =t  0 


(66) 


I 
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The  value  of  x  from  the  first  equation  is 


[aa]  laa]         [aa]  [ad] 

If  this  is  substituted  in  the  other  three  equations,  we  shall  pre- 
serve  the  symmetry  of  the  result  by  the  following  notation : 


[fc]-^[atf]=[6c.l] 


W 
[oa] 

[ac] 


[W]-t^[ad]  =  [W.l] 


[aaj 
\aaj 


[dd]-^lad]  =  idd.l-\ 
[aa^  '■■''■        J 

[6«]  _  pj  [an]  =  [6n .  1] 


[oa] 
[a<f| 


[en]  —  i2^  [an]  =  [en .  1] 


[<*»]- ^[««]  =  [«in.l] 


The  three  equations  thus  become 

[W.l]y  +  [6c.l]«+  [M.l]tt  +  [6».l] 
[6c.l]y  4-[<jc.l]2  +  [cd.l]MJ  +  [cn.l] 
[M.l]y  +  [cd.l]«  -f  [dd.l]M7  +  [<fn.  1] 


(67) 


The  presence  of  the  numeral  1  is  all  that  distinguishes  these 
from  original  normal  equations  in  y,  2r,  and  to.  The  elimination 
of  y  will,  therefore,  be  effected  in  the  same  manner  as  that  of  z. 
Thus,  from  the  first,  we  have 

^  [66.1]  [66.1]  [66.1] 

the  substitution  of  which  in  the  other  two  equations  leads  to  the 
following  notation : 


[cc.l]  — 


[cd.l]- 


Idd.l]-^ 


[6c .  1] 
[66.1] 
{be .  1] 
[66 . 1] 
[6<f.l] 
[66.1] 


[6c. 1]  ==[«?.  2] 
[64.1]  =  [c4.2] 


[6<i.l]  =  [(ia.2] 


[cn.l]  — 
[dn.J]  - 


[6c .  1] 
[66 . 1] 
[bd .  1] 
[66.1] 


[6n.l]  =  [cn.2] 


[6n.l]  =  [cfn.2] 
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and  the  resulting  equations  are 


Ice .  2]  2:  +  [cd  .  2]  tr  +  [<7i .  2]  =  0 
lcd,2^z  +ldd.2]io  +  [d».2]  =  0 


}      (68) 


From  the  first  of  these  we  have 


Ice .  2]  Ice  .  2] 

which,  substituted  in  the  second,  leads  to  the  following  notation 


[cc.2j 


[<fn.2]— I^ll^  [«i.2]  =  rdn.31 
■•        ••      [cc.2]'-        ■"       •■         ■■ 


and  the  resulting  equation  is 

[<W.8]  u;  +  [rfn.3]  =  0  (69) 

whence 

Having  thus  found  ?r,  we  substitute  its  value  in  the  first  of  (68), 
and  deduce  z.  Then  the  values  of  z  and  w  being  substituted  in 
the  first  of  (67),  we  deduce  y  ;  and  finally,  substituting  the  values 
y,  z,  and  w  in  the  first  of  (66),  we  deduce  x.  These  latter  substi- 
tutions are  made  in  the  numerical  (fomputation,  but  it  is  not 
necessary  to  write  out  here  the  forraulee  which  result  from  the 
literal  substitutions,  as  it  would  not  facilitate  the  computation. 

It  may  be  observed  that  all  the  auxiliaries  [66 . 1],  [be .  1],  [cc .  2], 
&c.,  may  be  expressed  by  the  general  formula 

[aa .  fi] 

a,  ^,  Y  denoting  any  three  letters,  and  fi  any  numeral. 

For  the  convenience  of  reference,  the  final  equations  employed 
in  the  actual  computation  are  brought  together  as  follows,  the 
coefficient  of  that  unknown  quantity  which  is  found  jfrom  each 
after  the  substitution  of  the  values  of  the  others  being  reduced 
to  unity : 
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[aa] 


[oa] 


2  + 


Ibb .  1] 


2  + 


[ad] 

[bd .  1] 
[66 . 1] 
[c(f .  2] 
Ice .  2] 


w  + 


w  -f- 


w  + 


u?  + 


[aa] 

[6n .  1] 
[66.1]' 
[en  .2] 
[c(j.2]  ' 
[<£n.3] 
[(id .  3]  ' 


0 

0 
0 
0 


(70) 


As  the  number  of  unknown  quantities  increases,  the  number  of 
auxiliaries  to  be  found  increases  very  rapidly.  If  we  include  the 
coefficients  and  absolute  terms  of  the  normal  equations,  the 
whole  number  of  auxiliaries  is  shown  in  the  following  scheme  :* 


No.  of  unknown  quantities 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 
50 

6 

77 

7 

8 

No.  of  auxiliaries 

2 

7 

16 

30 

112 

156 

43.  For  the  purpose  of  verification,  it  is  expedient  to  repeat 
the  elimination  in  inverse  order,  commencing  with  the  last 
normal  equation  and  ending  with  the  first,  which  will  bring  out  z. 
It  will  not  be  necessary  to  write  out  the  formulae  for  this  inverse 
elimination,  since  when  the  form  for  computation  has  been  once 
prepared,  it  suffices  to  place  in  it  the  coefficients  of  the  normal 
equations  in  inverse  order,  and  then  to  proceed  with  the  numeri- 
cal operations  precisely  as  in  the  first  elimination.  The  unknown 
quantities  coming  out  in  the  first  elimination  in  the  order  w,  z^ 
y,  X,  they  will  in  the  second  come  out  in  the  order  x,  y,  z^  to. 

This  inversion  has  also  the  advantage  of  giving  the  weights  of 
all  the  unknown  quantities  with  the  greatest  facility,  as  will 
hereafter  be  shown. 

44.  A  very  complete  final  verification,  or  "  control,"  is  obtained 
as  follows.  Substitute  the  values  of  x,  y,  e,  w  in  the  equations  of 
condition,  and  thus  find  the  residuals  »i,  t?„  t?j . . . .  i?^,  or  the 
values  which  the  first  members  assume.    Form  the  sum 

[rt?]  =  r,r,  +  v^v^  +  r.v,  +  . . . .  +  vj)^ 

*  The  namber  of  auzUiaries  will  be,  in  general, 

t(i-f  l)(t4-5) 

2.8 

f 
where  t  denotes  the  number  of  unknown  quantities. 
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which  is  also  required  in  finding  the  mean  error  of  observation 
by  (61).     Also  form  the  following  new  auxiliaries : 


laa] 
[nn.l]-M!  =  [nn.2] 


then,  if  the  whole  computation,  both  of  the  normal  equations 
themselves  and  of  the  subsequent  elimination,  is  correct,  we 
must  have 

[rr]  =  Inn  .  4]  (71) 

To  demonstrate  this,  we  observe  first  that  we  have  already,  by  (59), 

[w]  =  [rn] 

If  now  we  go  back  to  the  equations  of  condition,  and  multiply 
each  by  its  n,  the  sum  of  the  products  is 

[an"]  X  +  [in]  y  +  [en]  z  +  [dn"]  w  +  [nn"]  =  [tm]  =  [w] 

If  this  equation  be  annexed  as  a  fifth  normal  equation  to  the 
group  (66),  and  the  successive  substitutions  are  made  in  it  as  in 
the  others,  beginning  with  Zy  it  evidently  becomes,  successively, 

[ftn .  1] y  +  [cn.l]  J2r  +  [<^n.  1]  w  -\-  [nn.  1]  =  [rr] 
[en. 2] z  -{'[dn.2'\w  -\-  [nn.2]  =  [t?i?] 
[cfn.3]  v)  +  [nn.3]  =  [yv]  = 
[nn.4]  =  \vv] 

which  last  is  the  same  as  (71). 

DBXERMINATION  OF  THB  WEIGHTS  OF  THE  UNKNOWN  QUANTITIES 
WHEN  THB  ELIMINATION  HAS  BEEN  EFFECTSP  BY  THE  METHOI)  OF 
SUBSTITUTION. 

46.  By  the  general  method  explained  in  Art.  86,  the  elimina- 
tion would  have  to  be  performed  as  many  times  as  there  are 
unknown  quantities.  It  is  desirable  to  have  more  direct  methods. 
When  there  are  but  four  unknown  quantities,  we  can  find  their 
weights  from  the  auxiliaries  occurring  in  two  successive  elimina- 
tions in  inverse  order.  In  the  first  elimination,  according  to  the 
order  a,  6,  c,  d^  we  find  w  by  substitution  in  the  last  normal 
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equation,  and,  the  coefficient  of  w  being  then  [dd .  8],  it  follows, 
bj  Art.  36,  that  the  weight  of  the  value  of  u?  is 

In  the  iiyyerse  elimination,  in  the  order  dj  c,  6,  a,  the  coefficient 
of  X  in  the  final  equation,  which  would  be  denoted  by  [oa .  3], 
will  be  the  weight  of  x,  or 

Now,  if  a  third  elimination  were  carried  out  in  the  order  x,  y,  Wy  e, 
or  a,  6,  dj  c  (the  third  normal  equation  now  taking  the  last  place), 
we  should  have  the  same  auxiliaries  as  in  the  first  elimination, 
so  &r  as  those  denoted  by  the  numerals  1  and  2 ;  and  the  equa- 
tions (68)  would  still  be  the  same,  but  in  the  following  order : 

[dd,^  w  +  [cd.2]  z  +  [rfn.2]  =  0 
[crf.2]u?  +  [cc.2]^  +  [cn.2]  =  0 

The  value  of  w  given  by  the  first  of  these  is 

[cd.2]  [(fn.2] 

[Af.2]  [<W.2] 

which,  substituted  in  the  second,  gives  for  the  coefficient  of  z, 

Therefore  we  have 

[(frf.8] 


1>.  =  [«?.2] 


[<W.2] 


In  the  fourth  su^^sed  elimination,  in  the  order  d^  c,  a,  &,  the 
auxiliaries  denoted  by  1  and  2  would  be  the  same  as  in  our 
actually  performed  second  eliminatioi\;  but  in  the  final  equation 
in  y  we  should  have  for  the  coefficient  of  y  the  quantity 

[W.8]  =  [W.2]  -  M:|l  [a*.2]  =  [aa.8]  X  ^ 

[aa.z]  [aa.  z] 

and,  therefore, 

'^'      "■       ■'[aa.2] 
Thas,  when  the  elimioatiou  has  been  once  inverted,  we  hare- 
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found  the  weights  of  two  of  the  unknown  quantities  directly, 
and  the  weights  of  the  other  two  in  terms  of  the  auxiliaries  pre- 
viously used,  and  in  a  form  adapted  for  logarithmic  computation. 

46.  In  order  to  give  the  above  method  greater  generality,  so 
that  the  reader  may  be  enabled  to  extend  it  to  a  greater  number 
of  unknown  quantities,  we  remark  that  the  product  of  the  form 

P=lad]  [66.1]  [cc.2]  Idd.S} 


has  the  same  value  whatever  order  may  be  followed  in  the  elim.i- 
nation.  This  is  the  same  as  saying  that  it  is  a  symmetrical  func- 
tion o{  a,  by  c,  d . . .  which  is,  consequently,  not  affected  in  value 
by  the  permutation  oif  these  letters.*  Suppose,  then,  four  orders 
of  elimination,  in  which  each  unknown  quantity  in  turn  becomes 
the  last,  while  the  order  of  the  remaining  three  quantities 
remains  the  same ;  and,  to  distinguish  the  auxiliaries  which  occur 
in  each  elimination,  let  the  letter  which  occurs  in  the  last  auxiliary 
be  annexed  to  each  of  the  others ;  the  above  constant  product 
may  thus  be  expressed  in  the  following  four  forms : 

P  ==  [aa^^  [66 . 1  ]^  ice ,  2]^  [dd .  3] 
=x  [aaX  [66 . 1]^  [dd .  2]^  [ec .  3] 
=  [aa]j  Ice .  l]j  Idd .  2]^  [66 . 3] 
=  [66],  lee .  1]^  [dd .  2]^  [aa .  3] 

Now,  it  is  evident  that  each  time  a  new  unknown  quantity  is 
made  the  last,  we  do  not  change  aU  the  auxiliaries,  but  only 
those  which  involve  the  letter  which  has  become  the  last  in  the 
new  order.  It  is  readily  seen,  therefore,  that  if  we  annex  a  letter 
to  those  auxiliaries  only  which  have  a  different  value  from  that 
which  is  denoted  by  the  same  symbol  in  the  first  elimination,  we 
shall  have,  simply, 

P  =  [aa]  [66 . 1]  [cc .  2]  [dd .  3] 
=  [aa]  [66 . 1]  [dd .  2]  [ce  .  3] 
=  [aa]  [cc .  1]  [dd.2\  [66  . 3] 
=  [66][cc.l].[rfd.2]Jaa.3]  . 

*  The  quantity  P  is,  in  fact,  nothing  more  than  the  common  denominator  of  the 
yalues  of  z,  y,  z,  w,  when  these  values  are  reduced  to  functions  of  the  known  quan- 
tities and  in  the  form  of-  simple  fractions ;  and  this  common  denominator  must  evi- 
dently have  the  same  value  whatever  order  of  elimination  is  followed. 
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from  which  we  deduce 

;?,=  [««.  8] 

»:  =  [  cc  .  3]  =  fee .  2] .  I^^^ 

p=[W.8]  =  [W.l].^.[^^:a  )     (72) 


[66]      [cc.lL  [rf^.2]. 

K  this  method  is  applied  in  the  case  of  six  unknown  quantities, 
-we  sh^U  in  each  of  two  eliminations  have  the  weights  of  three 
of  the  unknown  quantities  by  computing  each  time  but  one  new 
auxiliary,  and,  therefore,  the  weights  of  all  six  when  the  second 
elimination  is  the  inverse  of  the  first.  In  the  case  of  but  four 
unknown  quantities,  by  inverting  the  elimination  we  can  find 
the  weights  of  z  and  y  twice,  and  thus  verify  our  work. 

47.  If  we  have  but  three  unknown  quantities,  the  weights  are 
determined  at  the  same  time  with  a:,  y,  and  z  themselves,  by  a 
single  elimination  in  the  order  a,  6,  c,  in  which  z  comes  out  first 
with  the  weight 

;>,  =  [cc.2] 

and  then  y  and  z,  with  the  weights 

Ice .  2] 


l>^  =  [66.2]  =  [66.1] 


i>«  =  [aa.2]=  laa] 


in  which 


Ice .  1] 
[66.1]   [cc . 2] 
[66]   '[cc.l]. 


[cc.l].=  [cc]-M[6c] 


INDEPENDENT  DETERMINATION  OF   EACH    UNKNOWN   QUANTITY  AND 

ITS  WEIGHT,   ACCORDING   TO   GAUSS. 

48.  Let  the  four  equations  (70)  be  multiplied  respectively 
by  1,  A\  A'%  -4'",  and  let  these  factors  be  determined  by  the 
condition  that  in  the  sum  of  the  products  the  coefficients  of  y, 
r,  and  w  shall  be  zero.  Also,  let  the  last  three  equations  of  (70) 
be  multiplied  respectively  by  1,  JS'',  B"%  and  let  these  factors 
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be  detennined  by  the  condition  that  in  the  snm  of  the  products 
the  coefficients  of  z  and  w  shall  be  zero.  Finally,  let  the  last 
two  equations  of  (70)  be  multiplied  respectively  by  1,  C",  and 
let  C"  be  determined  by  the  condition  that  in  the  sum  of  the 
products  the  coefficient  o£  w  shall  be  zero.  The  conditions 
which  determine  these  factors  are  then 

[oa] 

[aa]     ^[66.1]      ^ 


[oa]      •   [W.l]  [CC.2]  ^    ^^3j 

[66.1]  ^ 

[66.1]      [cc. 2]        ^ 

0  =  E^l:^] 
[cc.2] 

and  the  final  values  of  x,  y,  z,  w,  in  terms  of  these  factors,  ar« 
given  aa  follows : 


[an]  [6tt .  1]  ^,       [ct».2]  ^„      \dn . 8]  ^, 

[aa]     "'"[66.1]       "^"[00.2]       "'"[id. 3] 


(74) 


[6n.l]       [CT.2]  [<f».3]j,„ 

*       [66 . 1]       [cc .  2]       "'"[dd.S] 

_  [en.  2]       [<fn .  3]  ^,„ 

[cc.2]  "^  [dd,3] 

—  w  = 

49.  As  the  equations  (73)  are  above  arranged,  all  the  factors 
A  are  determined  from  the  first  system  of  three  equations;  the 
factors  B  from  the  second  system  of  two  equations,  &c. ;  in  each 
case,  by  successive  substitution.  This  method  then  enables  us 
to  find  each  unknown  quantity  independently  of  the  others. 

Another  form  may  be  given  to  the  computation  of  the  auxiliaiy 
factors.  Since  in  the  formation  of  the  equations  (74)  we  have 
regarded  \an\y  [&7i],  [en],  &c.  as  independent,  we  must  still  so 


METHOD   OF  LSAST   SQUARES.  539 

regard  them  wheu  we  invert  the  process  and  recompose  the 

equations  (70)  from  (74).   If,  then,  we  multiply  the  equations  (74) 

.•     1    !_    ^   [«^]  [/^cl  [acT]       ,     , ,    , 
respectively  by  1,  ^ — i,  ^— ^,  ^ — ^»  and  add  the  products  m  order 

to  recompose  the  first  of  (70),  the  coefficient  of  [aw]  will  be  - — ^ 

but  the  coefficients  of  [bn .  1],  [en .  2],  &c.  must  severally  be  equal 
to  zero.  The  same  principle  will  apply  when  we  recompose  the 
second  equation  of  (70)  from  the  last  three  of  (74),  &c.  Hence 
wo  have 

iab'\ 


0  =  ^'   + 


[aa] 


0  =  ^"  +  f^5"+C^ 

[aa]         ^  lad]       ^   [aa} 

[erf.  2] 


Or=C""  + 


[cc .  2] 


According  to  this  scheme,  we  first  find  j4',  5",  C"  from  the 
equations  in  which  they  occur  singly ;  then,  with  these  factors, 
we  find  the  values  of  -4.",  -B'",  frx>m  the  equations  involving  two 
factors,  &c. 

50.  Again,  let  us  write  the  8d,  5th,  and  6th  equations  of  (75) 
in  the  following  order : 

[aa]  [aaJi  ^  laa] 

[bbA]       ^[66.1] 

Comparing  these  with  the  first  three  of  (70),  we  at  once  infer 
that  ^'",  JS'",  C"  are  those  values  of  x,  y,  2',  respectively,  which 
we  should  obtain  from  our  first  three  normal  equations  by  putting 


540  APPENDIX. 

to  =-1  and  omitting  the  terms  in  n  ;  or,  going  back  to  (66),  that 
A"\  B'"y  C"  may  be  determined  by  the  following  conditions  : 

[ml  A"'  +  [ahl  B'"  +  [ac\  C"  +  [atf]  =  0 
[ah-]  A"'  +  [66]  J?'"  +  [6c]  C"  +  [6d]  =  0 
[ac]  A"'  +  [6c]  B"'  +  [cc]  C"  +  [e<i]  =  0 

If  now  we  multiply  the  normal  equations  (66)  by  j1'",  B'",  C"\ 
and  1,  respectively,  and  add  the  products,  the  conditions  just 
given  will  cause  x,  y,  and  z  to  disappear,  and  the  resulting  equa- 
tion in  w  must  be  identical*  with  (69):  so  that  ^'",  B''\  C" 
must  also  satisfy  the  following  condition : 

[an]  A''  +  [6n]  J?'"  +  \cn\  C"  +  [dn]  =  [dn .  3]  (76) 

m 

The  second  and  fourth  equations  of  (75)  being  written  as  follows, 

[aa\  \ad\ 

^         [6cJ]^ 
^  [66.1] 

and  compared  with  the  first  two  of  (70),  we  infer  that  J.",  JB" 
are  those  values  of  x  and  y  which  we  obtain  from  the  first  two 
normal  equations  by  putting  ^  =  1,  t(?  =  0,  and  omitting  the 
terms  in  n;  that  is.  A"  and  B^'  must  satisfy  the  conditions 

\aa]  A"  +  [ah]  ^"  +  [ac]  =  0 
[ah]  A"  +  [66]  5"  +  [6c]  =  0 

Therefore,  if  we  multiply  the  first  three  normal  equations  (66)  by 
A"y  B"y  1,  respectively,  and  add  the  products,  x  and  y  will  dis- 
appear, and,  the  resulting  equation  being  identical  with  the  first 
of  (68),  we  must  also  have 

[an]  A"  +  [bn]  B"  +  [en]  =  [en .  2]  (77) 

Lastly,  it  is  evident  that  A'  must  also  satisfy  the  condition 

[an]  A  +  [hn]  =  [bn .  1]  (78) 

From  these  relations  we  readily  infer  general  formulae  for  the 
weights  of  the  unknown  quantities. 

*  The  equation  (69)  is  the  last  normal  equation,  unchanged  except  bj  the  substitu- 
tion of  eqmvaUntt  for  z,  y,  and  t;  and  in  the  present  article  we  eliminate  z,  y,  and  z 
bj  the  use  of  factors,  but  do  not  change  the  last  normal  equation,  since  we  multiply 
it  by  unity. 
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According  to  Art.  84,  the  reciprocal  of  the  weight  of  x  is  that 
value  which  we  obtain  for  x  if  we  put  \cm\  =  —  1  and  [6n]  =  [en] 
=  [rf/j]  =  0.  But,  under  these  conditions,  the  equations  (76), 
(77),  (78)  give 

[dn.3]  =  — ^'",        [c».2]  =  —  A",        [6n.l]  =—A' 

In  order,  therefore,  that  the  value  of  x  given  by  the  first  equar 

1 
tion  of  (74)  may  become  — ,  we  have  only  to  substitute  —  -4.'", 

—  JL",  —  A\  —  1,  respectively,  for  [dn .  3],  [en .  2],  [bn .  1],  [aw]. 
In  the  same  manner,  the  weight  of  y  being  found  by  putting 
[bn]  =  —  1  and  [an]  =  [en]  =  [dn]  =  0,  we  have  to  put 

[e^n .  3]  ==  —  JJ"',        [cn.2]  =  — J5",        [6».1]  =  — 1 

in  the  second  equation  of  (74),  in  order  that  we  may  put  —  for  y. 
For  the  weight  of  z  we  have  to  put 

'[dn,S]  =  —  C",  [cn.2]  =  —  1 

in  the  third  equation  of  (74),  and  —  for  z. 
For  the  weight  of  w^  we  have  to  put 

[rfn.3]  =  — 1 

in  the  last  equation  of  (74),  and  change  w  to  — 

The  final  formulae  for  the  weights  are,  therefore, 

1  1         ,     A' A'     ,    A'' A"    ,    A'" A"' 

+  TZTT^  +  TT — :;:;  + 


P»      [«<3t]  [bbA]   '   [cc.2]   •   [^.3] 

1  1       ,    F'F'    ,   F''ff" 

+  P — :;::  + 


(79) 


fif       [bbA]   '    [cc.2]    '    [dd.Z] 

p,""[cc.2]"'"  [dW.3] 

11 

l>,'"[(fd.3] 

MEAN   ERROR   OP   A   LINEAR  FUNCTION  OP  THE  QUANTITIES  Xy  y,  ^,  W, 

50.  To  find  the  mean  error  of  thefunetign 

jr=fx  +  gy  +  h2  +  iw  +  l  (80) 

when  X,  y,  2:,  w  are  dependent  upon  the  same  cbservaiiona. 


642  APPENDIX. 

The  quantities  x,  y,  Zy  w  not  being  directly  obseired,  their 
mean  errors  cannot  be  treated  as  independent,  as  was  done  in 
the  case  of  directly  observed  quantities  in  Art  22.  We  might 
proceed  by  the  method  of  Art.  23;  but,  as  we  here  suppose 
Xy  yy  Zy  w  to  havc  been  determined  from  the  normal  equations 
(66),  we  can  obtain  a  more  convenient  method  by  the  aid  of  the 
auxiliaries  which  have  been  introduced  in  the  general  elimina- 
tion. The  quantities  x,  y,  Zy  w  being  functions  of  the  directly 
observed  quantities  n',  w",  n'",  . . .  the  mean  error  of  X  can  be 
readily  obtained  by  the  principles  of  Art.  22,  if  we  first  reduce 
^  to  a  function  of  these  observed  quantities.  For  this  purpose, 
if  the  values  of  Zy  y,  Zy  w  deduced  from  (70)  be  substituted  in  X, 
we  shall  have  an  expression  of  the  form 

Jr=  A,  [an]  +  *j  [te.l]  +  A,  [en. 2]  +  A,  [(fn.  8]  +  I      (81) 

in  which  the  coefficients  k^  Aj,  A,,  A,  are  functions  of  [oa],  [a6], 
&c.  In  order  to  determine  these  coefficients,  let  us  substitute  in 
this  expression  the  values  of  [an],  [bn .  1],  &c.  given  by  (70).  "We 
find 

^l' ==  —  [aa]  A^  —      [air^kjn—     [ac]k^—     [ad]k^u) -{-l 

—  [M.  1]  A^y  —  [ftc .  1]  A,z  —  [6rf .  1]  A,w 

—  [cc .  2]  A^  —  \cd .  2]  kjio 
—  [c«.8]A,u? 

which  becomes  identical  with  (80)  by  assuming 

[aa]A,=  — / 

[<i6]A,+  [bbA']k^  =  —  g 

[ac]A,  +  [6c.l]A,  +  [cc.2]A,  =  — A  (    C^^) 

[arf]  A,  +  [M.l]  Aj  +  [of  .2]  A,  +  [<W.8]  A,  =  —  1 

These  equations  fully  determine  the  coefficients.  "We  find  k^ 
directly  from  the  first,  and  then  A,,  A,,  A„  by  successive  substitu- 
tions in  the  others. 

Now,  to  find  the  mean  error  of  X  under  the  form  (81),  let  the 
mean  error  of  each  of  the  observed  quantities  n',  n",  n'"  ....  be 
denoted  by  <  (these  observed  quantities  being  supposed  of  equal 
weight,  or,  rather,  the  equations  of  condition  being  supposed  to 
have  been  reduced  to  the  same  weight),  and  let  the  correspond- 
ing mean  errors  of 

[Qn]y        [6».l],        [en.  2],        [dn.8],        X, 
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be  denoted  by 

■^Of  ^V  ^99  ^V  i'^' 

Since  we  have 

Ian]  =  a  V  +  a"n"  +  a'"n'"  +  . . . . 

we  have,  by  Art  22, 
Again,  we  have 


and  hence 


-.•=-:s('-g3»)" 


=  [66.1]«* 

In  a  similar  manner,  we  have,  also, 

^/  =  Ice .  2]  c«,  J?,«  =  [dd .  3]  e* 

The  quantities  a:,  y, ;?,  w,  being  determined  from  the  equations 
(70),  their  mean  errors  involve  those  of  the  quantities  [an],  [6n.l], 
[en. 2],  [rfn.8],  precisely  as  if  the  latter  had  been  independently 
observed  quantities  affected  by  the  mean  errors  just  determined. 
Hence  also  in  (81)  we  regard  [an],  [ftw.l],  &c.  as  independent; 
and  it  then  follows  directly  from  the  principles  of  Art.  22  that 

or 

(«-r)«  =  (v[««]  +  VCW.i]  +  V[«?-2]  +  V[^-3]) e«  (83) 

51.  From  the  preceding  article  we  may  easily  find  the  for- 
mulse  (74)  and  (79).  The  function  JT  becomes  x  when  we  assume 
f=zl^g  =  h  =  i  =  l  =  0;  and  then  (81)  gives  x  while  (88)  gives 

ejj  and  hence  the  weight  =  — .     This  hypothesis  ^ves  in  (82) 

[aa]  k^  =  —  1 ;  and  the  remaining  equations  of  (82)  are  identical 
with  the  first  three  of  (78)  if  we  put  [6fc  .1]  k^  =  —  J.',  [cc.2]  k^ 
=  —  A'',  [dd .  8]  A:, = —  -4.'";  and  then  (81)becomes  identical  with 
the  first  of  (74),  and  (88)  with  the  first  of  (79).  In  a  similar 
manner  we  may  deduce  the  remaining  equations  of  (74)  and  (79). 
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Example. — In  order  to  exhibit  the  nnmerical  operations  which 
the  preceding  method  requires,  in  their  proper  order  and  within 
the  limits  of  the  page,  I  select  an  example  involving  but  three 
unknown  quantities.  The  following  equations  of  condition  were 
proposed  by  Gauss  ( Theoria  Moius  Corp,  CdeL^  Art.  184)  to  illus- 
trate his  method: 

(1)  X  —    y  +  2z  =   3 

(2)  Sx  +  2y  —  bz=    5 

(3)  4a:  +    y  +  4z  =  21 

(4)  —2x  +  6y  + 6^  =  28 

of  which  the  first  three  are  supposed  to  have  the  weight  unity, 
while  the  last  has  the  weight  J.  Multiplying  the  last  by  ^z  J  =  i 
(Art.  41),  the  equations  of  condition,  reduced  to  the  same  weight, 

are — 

(1)  a;  —    y  +  22:  —    3  =  0 

(2)  3a:  +  2y  —  Sar  —    5  =  0 

(3)  4a:  +    y  +  4^  —  21  =  0 

(4)  —  X  +  8y  -j-  32r  —  14  =  0 

The  next  step  is  to  form  the  coefficients  [aa],  [afe],  tc,  of  the 
normal  equations.  In  the  present  example  this  can  be  done  very 
easily  without  the  aid  of  logarithms ;  but,  in  order  to  exhibit  the 
work  usually  required  in  practice,  I  shall  give  the  forms  for 
logarithmic  computation.  The  sums  of  the  coefficients  of  the 
unknown  quantities  will  be  employed  as  checks,  according  to 
Art.  30.  Their  logarithms,  together  with  those  of  a,  6,  c,  n,  are 
given  in  the  following  table : 


log  a 

log  6 

logc 

logt 

log« 

0.00000 

nO.OOOOO 

0.30103 

0.30103 

n0.47712 

0.47712 

0.30103 

nO.69897 

00 

nO.69897 

0.60206 

0.00000 

0.60206 

0.95424 

nl.32222 

nO.OOOOO 

0.47712 

0.47712 

0.69897 

111.14618 

(1) 

(2) 
(3) 
(4) 

It  is  important,  where  many  operations  ar§  to  be  performed,  to 
write  down  no  more  figures  than  are  necessary  for  the  clear  prose- 
cution of  the  work.  Hence,  in  combining  the  preceding 
logarithms  it  will  be  found  expedient  to  proceed  as  follows. 
Write  each  log  a  upon  the  lower  edge  of  a  slip  of  paper;  then, 
placing  this  slip  so  that  log  a  shall  stand  over  log  a,  log  6,  log  c, 
&c.,  of  the  same  horizontal  line,  in  succession,  add  together  the 
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two  logarithms  mentcLBy^  and,  with  the  sum  m  the  heady  take  from 
the  logarithmic  table  the  corresponding  natural  number  {m^  ab^ 
acy  asy  or  an),  which  place  in  a  column  appropriated  for  the  pur- 
pose. Then  write  log  b  in  the  same  manner,  and  form  bb^  bCy  bs, 
bUy  and  so  proceed  to  form  all  the  coefficients  of  the  normal 
equations,  as  in  the  following  table : 


[aa\ 

[aft] 

[ocj 

[«] 

[«n]        1 

[Ml 

M            1 

• 
+ 

+ 

+ 

— 

+ 

+ 

— 

+ 

+ 

— 

1) 

1.0 

1.0 

2.0 

2.0 

8.0 

1.0 

2.0 

2) 

9.0 

6.0 

16.0 

0.0 

16.0 

4.0 

10.0 

3) 

16.0 

4.0 

16.0 

86.0 

84.0 

1.0 

4.0 

4) 

1.0 

10.0 

8.0 

4.0 

18.0 

8.0 

88.0 

6.0 
60 

14.0 
14.0 

9.C 

9.0 

18.0 

102.0 

18.0 

12.0 

4-27.0 

+  « 

.0 

0 

.0 

+  J 

18.0 

^.0 

+ 16.  oj 

+ 

1.0 

M 

Ch»] 

[«] 

C«] 

[«•] 

[m\ 

[••) 

+ 

+ 

— 

+ 

+ 

— 

+ 

— 

+ 

— 

+ 

0.0 

9.0 

16.0 

2.0 

8.0 

10.0 
21.0 
42.0 

4.0 
26.0 
16.0 

9.0 

4.0 

86.0 
16.0 

0.0 

26.0 

6.C 

84.0 
42.C 

182.0 
07.0 

0.0 

6.0 

189.C 
70.C 

9.0 

26.0 

441.0 

196.0 

24.0 

+  2 

2.0 
2.0 

8.0 

78.0 
^0.0 

+  64.0 

65.0 

0.0 
>6.0 

26.0 
—  1 

0.0 
—  2 

266.0 
66.0 

-f  671.0 

Having  ascertained  that  the  results  satisfy  the  test  equations 
(48),  we  can  write  out  the  normal  equations  as  follows: 

27  a:  +    6y  —    88  =  0 

6x-f  15y -f-      2r—    70  =  0 

y  4.  54^  —  107  =  0 

"We  proceed  to  determine  the  values  of  a:,  y,  z^  according  to 
our  general  formulce,  still  carrying  out  the  work  with  logarithms 
for  the  sake  of  illustration.  Here,  again,  system  and  concise- 
ness are  indispensable.  The  whole  computation  is  given  below 
nearly  in  the  form  proposed  by  Encke.  This  form  corresponds 
to  the  group  of  equations  (70).  It  is  divided  into  three  principal 
compartments,  corresponding,  respectively,  to  the  first  three  equa- 
tions of  (70),  each  beginning  one  column  farther  to  the  right.  In 
the  first  compartment  the  first  line  of  numbers  contains  the  values 
of  [aa]y  [aft],  &c.,  the  second  line  their  logarithms,  and  the  third 
line  the  logarithms  of  the  coefficients  of  the  first  equation.  The 
logarithms  in  this  third  line  are  formed  by  subtracting  the  first 
log.  in  the  second  line  from  each  of  the  subsequent  ones,  for  this 
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purpose  wilting  the  first  logarithm  upon  the  lower  edge  of  a  Blip 
of  paper. 

In  the  second  compartment,  the  fii^t  line  contains  the  values 
of  [bb],  [6e],  kc. ;  the  second  line,  the  quantities  subtractive  from 
these,  according  to  the  formulae  in  Art  42.  To  form  these  sub- 
tractive  quantities,  write  the  logarithm  of  p — ^  (which  is  here 

9.84679)  upon  the  lower  edge  of  a  slip  of  paper,  and  hold  it  suc- 
cessively over  log  [aft]  and  each  of  the  subsequent  logarithms  in 
the  same  line;  add  the  two  logarithms  mentally  in  each  case,  take 
the  corresponding  natural  number  from  the  logarithmic  table, 
and  write  it  in  its  place  below.  Subtracting  these  numbers^  we 
have  the  values  of  [66.1],  [6c.  1],  &c.  The  fourth  line  contains 
the  logarithms  of  these  quantities;  the  fifth,  the  logarithms  of  the 
coefficients  of  our  second  equation,  formed  by  subtracting  the 
first  logarithm  of  the  preceding  line  from  each  of  the  subsequent 
ones  in  that  line. 

In  the  third  compartment  we  have— first;  the  values  of  [cc],  fcc. ; 
secondly,  the  values  of  the  subtractive  quantities  formed  from 
the  last  line  of  the  first  compartment  as  before ;  thirdly,,  the 
remainders  which  are  the  values  of  [cc.l],  &c.  The  fourth  line 
contains  the  values  of  the  quantities  which  are  subtractive  from 
the  preceding  and  are  formed  from  the  last  line  of  the  second 
compartment  by  adding  the  first  logarithm  of  that  line  to  the 
logarithm  immediately  above  it  and  to  each  of  the  subsequent 
loorarithms  in  the  same  line ;  the  fifth  line  contains  the  remain- 
dors  which  are  the  values  of  [ccr.  2],  &c. ;  the  sixth  line,  the  loga- 
rithms of  these ;  and  the  last  line,  the  logarithms  of  the  coeffi- 
cients- of  our  third  equation. 

For  control,  we  carry  through  the  operations  upon  [as]y  [bs], 
&c.,  precisely  as  upon  the  other  quantities ;  and  then,  according 
to  the  arrangement  of  the  scheme,  we  should  have,  if  we  have 
computed  correctly,  each  sum  containing  s  equal  to  the  sum  of 
the  quantities  on  its  left  in  the  same  line,  together  with  those  of 
the  same  order  in  a  vertical  column  over  the  first  number  in  this 
line.     Thus,  we  must  have,  in  the  present  case, 

[6«.  1]  =  [66 . 1]  +  [bcA]  [«n .  1]  =  [6n .  1]  +  [en.  1] 

[cs.l]  ==:[c<j.l]  +  [6e.l]'  [5n.2]  =  [c».2] 

[c«.2]  =  [«:.2] 

relations  easily  proved  by  means  of  the  formulsa  of  Art  42  com- 
bined with  (48). 
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The  columns  [sn]  and  [nn]  are  added  to  the  third  compart- 
ment in  order  to  form  the  quantity  [rm.  3],  from  which  the  mean 
error  of  ohservation  is  to  be  deduced,  as  will  be  shown,  hereafter. 


[aa] 

4-27.000 
1.48186 


[oft] 

4-6.000 
0.77816 
9.34079 


[oc] 
0.000 


QC 


—  88.000 

0.000 

4-21.806 


—  66.696 
nl.82409 
logz  =  0.39278 


Ibb] 

4-  15.000 
4-    1.333 


4-  13.667 
1.13666 


[be] 

4- 1.000 

0.000 


4- 1.000 
o.ooooc 

8. 8643  J 


[«] 

4-  88.000 
1.61861 
0.08716 


[U] 

4-  22.000 
4-    7.383 


4-  14.067 
1.16633 
0.03<67 


—  60.444 

4-  _1.916 

—  48.628 
fil.68699 

logy  =  0.65083 


4-64.000 

aooo 


f  64.000 
-h    0.073 


68.927 
1.78181 


4-66.000 
0.000 


4-  66.000 
4-    1.073 


4-  68.927 


Ion] 

—  88.000 
nl.94448 
n0.61812 


70.000 
19.666 


-  60.444 

nl.70281 

110.56716 


—  107.000 
0.000 


—  107.000 
^      3.691 


-  108.309 
n2.01414 
«0. 28288 


[sn] 

—  266.000 

—  107.666 


—  167.446 

—  64.136 


—  118.810 


[^^ '  8] 


[imj 

4-  671.000 
+^86.81.3 

-f-"884.l87 
4-  186.191 

4n'97.996 
4-  197.9(ifl 
4-      0.087 


After  z  has  been  found,  its  value  is  substituted  in  the  second 
equation  of  (70),  and  y  is  deduced.  Then,  the  values  of  y  and  z 
being  substituted  in  the  first  equation,  we  find  x.  The  numerical 
computations  are  given  above  in  the  margin. 

Then,  for  the  weights,  by  Art.  47,  we  have  first  to  find  the 
additional  auxiliary 

ftnd  by  the  formulae  of  that  article  we  have — 


[66] 

[6c] 

+  15.000. 

+  1.000 

1.17609 

0.00000 

8.82391 

[cc] 

+  54.000 

+    0.067 

[tfc.la]  = 

:  +  58.988 

log  [66.1]    1.18666 
log  [66]         1.17609 

log  [cc .  2] 

log  [ec .  1] 
log  [cc .  l}a 

1.78181 

1.78289 

[    1.78185 

1.48136 
9.96957 
9.99996 

1.13666 
9.99942 

1.78181 

1.13508 
logP, 

1.89089 
log  A 
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The  final  yesnlt  is  then 

x  =  +  2.4702  with  the  weight  24.597 
y  =  +  3.5508    «  "       13.648 

2  =  +  1.9157     '*  «       53.927 

It  only  remains  to  substitute  the  values  of  x^  y^  and  z  in  the 
original  equations  of  condition,  to  form  the  residuals  r,  and  from 
these  to  determine  the  mean  error  of  observation.  Since  here 
there  are  but  three  unknown  quantities,  we  have,  by  (71), 

[rt?]  =  [nn .  3] 

and  hence  the  mean  error  of  an  observation  of  the  weight  unity 
is,  by  (61),  m  being  the  number  of  equations  of  condition, 


=>^'^)=»^ 


The  direct  computation  of  the  residuals  is,  therefore,  not  necessary 
for  determining  e:  nevertheless,  it  is  desirable  in  most  cases  to 
resort  to  the  direct  substitution  also,  not  only  for  a  final  verifica- 
tion, but  in  order  to  examine  the  several  observations,  and  to 
obtain  the  data  for  rejecting  any  doubtful  one  by  the  use  of 
Pbircb's  Criterion,  to  be  given  hereafter.  This  direct  substitu- 
tion has  already  been  carried  out  for  this  example  on  p.  525, 
where  we  have  found  \yv\  =  0.0804,  which  agrees  with  the  above 
value  of  [nn.  3]  as  nearly  as  can  be  expected  with  the  use  of  five- 
decimal  logarithms. 

52.  It  not  unfrequently  happens  that  one  of  the  unknown 
quantities  is  such  that  the  given  observations  cannot  determine 
it  with  accuracy.  For  example,  in  the  reduction  of  a  number 
of  observations  of  an  eclipse,  one  of  the  unknown  quantities  is  a 
correction  of  the  moon's  parallax ;  but,  unless  the  places  of  ob- 
servation be  remote  from  each  other,  the  correction  will  be  very 
uncertain,  and  this  uncertainty  will  affect  all  the  other  quantities 
which  enter  into  the  equations  of  condition.  In  such  a  case,  this 
unknown  quantity  will  come  out  with  a  small  coefficient,  which 
of  itself  will  reveal  the  existence  of  the  uncertainty  when  it  is 
not  otherwise  anticipated.  In  order  that  this  uncertainty  may 
not  affect  those  quantities  which  are  well  defined  by  the  obser- 
vations, it  is  expedient  to  determine  all  the  latter  as  functions  of 
the  uncertain  quantity,  which  for  that  purpose  must  be  made  the 
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last  in  the  elimination.  Thus,  with  four  unknown  quantities 
x,  y,  e,  w,  we  proceed  only  as  far  as  the  auxiliaries  denoted  hy 
the  numeral  2 ;  then,  having  found  the  factors  A\  A'\  A'"y  -B", 
B'",  C",  by  (73)  or  (75),  if  we  put 


/  = 


[en.  2] 


[cc  .  2] 

these  will  give  the  values  of  the  unknown  quantities  which  we 

should  obtain  from  the  first  three  normal  equations  if  the  last 

unknown  quantity  were  disregarded  or  put  =  0.     Then,  by  (74), 

the  final  values  of  x,  y,  Zj  as  functions  of  the  uncertain  quantity 

!£?,  will  be  ' 

j;  =  a/  +  A"'w  ^ 

y  =  t/+  B'^w  }     (86) 

The  values  of  a:',  y',  z\  will  thus  be  well  determined,  and  a  sub- 
sequent independent  determination  of  tr^will  enable  us  to  find 
the  final  values  of  x,  y,  z,* 

Having  found  the  weights  of  x',  y',  z'  (which  is  done  as  if  they 
were  the  only  quantities  under  consideration),  and  their  mean 
errors  t/^  e^',  e/,  then,  when  the  quantity  w  is  afterwards  found, 
the  mean  errors  of  the  final  values  will  be 

c«^=r;«+(5-e>  V       (86) 

r»,=  e;«+(C'"0'  i 

as  we  find  from  the  equations  (79),  or  by  Art  20. 

CONDITIONED    OBSERVATIONS. 

63.  In  all  that  precedes,  we  have  supposed  that  the  several 
quantities  to  be  found  by  observation,  either  directly  or  indirectly, 
were  independent  of  each  other.  Although  they  were  required 
to  satisfy  certain  equations  of  condition  as  nearly  as  possible,  yet 
they  were  so  far  independent  that  no  contradiction  was  involved 
in  supposing  the  values  of  one  or  more  of  them  to  be  varied  without 

^^^■■^^— — ^^^^P^i^-^^— ^™^— i^^^"^^——  ■»■■■■■!  I  ■  ■  ■'  ■  ^  ■  ■■■■■■        I  ■■  ■  ■  ■M^      ■  ■^^^^— 

*  For  an  example  in  which  three  unknown  quantities  are  thus  determined  as 
functions  of  two  uncertain  quantities,  see  Vol.  I.  p.  640. 
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varying  the  others.     By  such  variations  we  should  obtain  sys- 
tems of  values  more  or  less  probable,  but  all  possible. 

There  is  a  second  ckm^  of  problems,  in  which,  besides  th^ 
equations  of  condition  which  the  unknown  quantities  are  to 
satisfy  approximately,  there  are  also  equations  of  cpndition  which 
they  must  satisfy  exactly:  so  that  of  all  the  systems  of  values 
which  may  be  selected  as  approximately  satisfying  the  first  kind 
of  equations,  only  those  can  be  admitted  as  possible  which  satisfy 
exactly  the  equations  of  the  second  kind.  The  number  of  these 
rigorous  equations  of  condition  must  be  less  than  the  number  of 
unknown  quantities;  otherwise  they  would  determine  these 
quantities  independently  of  all  observations.  These  rigorous 
equations,  then,  may  be  satisfied  by  various  possible  systems  of 
values,  and  we  can  therefore  express  the  problem  here  to  be  con- 
sidered as  follows:  Of  all  the  possible  systems  of  values  loMch  exactly 
satisf}/  the  rigorous  equations  of  conditioriy  to  find  the  most  probable^  or 
that  system  which  best  satisfies  the  approximate  equations  of  condition. 

The  following  are  simple  examples  of  conditioned  observations. 
The  sum  of  the  three  angles  of  a  plane  triangle  must  be  180®:  so 
that  if  we  observe  each  angle  directly,  and  the  sum  of  the  observed 
values  differs  from  180*^,  these  values  must  be  corrected  bo  as  to 
satisfy  this  condition.  The  sum  of  the  angles  of  a  spherical 
triangle  must  be  180°  +  spherical  excess.  The  sum  of  all  the 
angles  around  a  point,  or  the  sum  of  all  the  differences  of  azimuth 
observed  at  a  station  upon  a  round  of  objects  in  the  horizon,  must 
be  360°. 

The  approximate  conditions  in  these  cases  are  expressed  by 
the  observations  themselves;  for  the  final  values  adopted  must 
correspond  as  nearly  as  possible  to  the  observed  values.  The 
corrections  to  be  applied  to  the  observed  values  are  to  be  re- 
garded as  residual  errors  with  their  signs  changed  ;  and  the  solu- 
tion of  our  problem  is  involved  in  the  following  statement:  Of 
all  the  systems  of  corrections  which  satisfy  the  rigorous  equations^  that 
system  is  to  be  received  as  the  most  probable  in  which  the  sum  of  the 
squares  of  the  residuals  in  the  approximate  equations  is  a  mijdmvm. 

.  64.  The  general  problem  as  above  stated  may  be  reduced  to 
that  of  unconditioned  observations,  already  considered.  For  let 
U3  suppose  there  are  m'  rigorous  equations  of  condition,. and  m 
unknown  quantities.  From  these  m^  equations  let  the  values  of 
m'  unknown  quantities  be  obtained  ih  terms  of  the  remaining 
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m  —  m'  quantities,  and  let  these  values  be  substituted  in  all  the 
approximate  equations  of  condition;  then  there  will  be  left  in  tiie 
latter  only  m  —  m'  quantities,  which  raay  be  treated  as  independ- 
ent, so  that,  the  approximate  equations  being  now  solved  by  the 
method  of  least  squares,  we  have  the  values  of  the  7n  —  m'  quan- 
tities, with  which  we  then  find  the  values  of  the  first  m'  quan- 
tities. This  is  a  general  solution  of  the  problem ;  but  it  is  not 
always  the  simplest  in  practice.  I  shall  illustrate  it  by  a  simple 
example,  before  giving  a  method  applicable  to  more  complicated 
cases. 

Example. — At  Pine  Mount,  a  station  of  the  U.  S.  Coast  Survey, 
the  angles  between  the  surrounding  stations  1,  2,  8,  4  were 
observed  as  follows: 


1.2 
2.3 
3.4 
4.1 


Joscelyne— Deepwater 65°  11'  52^.600 

Deep  water — Deakyne 66    24  15  .553 

Deakyne— Burden 87      2  24.703 

Burden-^oscelyne 141    21  21  .757 


weight 

3 
3 
3 
1 


There  are  here  four  unknown  quantities  subjected  to  the  single 
rigorous  conditiim  that  their  sum  must  be  360®.  But,  instead  of 
taking  the  angles  themselves  as  the  unknown  quantities,  we  shall 
assume  approximate  values  of  them,  and  regard  the  corrections 
which  they  require  as  the  unknown  quantities. 
We  assume 


1.2 
2.3 
3.4 
4.1 


Joscelyne — Deepwater,  66**  11'  52".5  -}-  w 
Deepwater — Deakyne,  66  24  15  .5  -(-  a: 
Deakyne— Burden,  87      2  24  .7  -f  y 

Burden— Joscelyne,        141    21  21  .8  +  ^ 


the  sum  of  which  must  satisfy  the  condition 


or 


859°  Sy  54".5  +  w  +  x  +  y  +  g  =  860° 

w  +  x  +  y  +  z^  5".5  =  0 

The  difference  between  the  assumed  value  and  the  observed 
value  in  each  case  gives  us  a  residual;  and  the  approximate 
equations  of  condition  are,  therefore, 

w— 0  =0 
X  ^  0.063  ts=  0 
y  ^  0.008  =r  0 
z  +  0.043  =  0. 
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We  have  here  but  one  rigorous  condition  (or  m'  =  1),  and  to 
eliminate  this  we  have  only  to  find  from  it  the  value  of  one  un- 
known quantity  in  terms  of  the  others,  and  substitute  it  in  the 
approximate  equations  of  condition:  thus,  substituting  the  valae 

w  =  —  X  —  y  —  z  -{•  b'\b 

our  equations  of  condition,  containing  now  three  independent 
unknown  quantities,  are 

weight. 


—  x  —  y  —  0  +  5".5     =  0 

X  ^  0  .058  =  0 

y         —  0  .003  i=  0 


3 
3 
3 


2r  —  0  .043  =  0        1 


The  normal  equations,  applying  the  weights,  are  then 


Bar  +  3y  +  8^  —  16.659 
ar  +  6y  +  8^  —  16.509 
3x  +  8y  +  4r  —  16.457 


0 
0 
0 


which,  being  solved,  give 


whence  also 


a:  =  +  0".9675 
y  r=  +  0  .9175 
2;  =  -f  2  .7005 

w  =  +  0.9145 


and  the  corrected  values  of  the  angles  are 


1.2 
2.3 
3.4 


Joscelyne— Deepwater 65®  ir  53".4145 

Deep  water— Deakyne 66    24  16  .4675 

Deakyne— Burden 87      2  25  .6175 

4.1   Burden— Joscelyne 141    21  24  .5005 

360     0    0  .0000 


55.  When  the  number  of  unknown  quantities  is  great,  or  when 
there  are  several  rigorous  conditions  to  be  satisfied,  the  preceding 
method  would  lead  to  very  tedious  computations,  since  we  are 
required  to  perform  two  eliminations,  the  first  from  our  m' 
rigorous  equations  to  find  the  first  m'  quantities  in  terms  of  the 
others,  and  the  second  from  our  normal  equations  involving  all 
the  remaining  quantities.    In  order  to  obtain  the  general  form 
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« 

for  a  more  condensed  process,  let  the  most  probable  values  of  a 
number  (w)  of  directly  observed  quantities  be 

F',  F",  F'",  Ac. . . .  V'^ 
Let  the  observed  values  be 

M%  Jf ",  Jf '",  &c. . . .  if  w 
Let  these  observations  have  the  weights 

Let  the  equations  which  the  most  probable  values  are  required 
to  satisfy  rigorously  be  expressed  by 

^'  =/'   (F',F",F'",...)  =  0 

^"  =/"  (F',F",F'",  ...)=0 

^"' = /'"  (  F',  F",  F'", . . .)  =  0  \    C^"^) 

&c. 

and  let 

vi  =  the  Dumber  of  these  conditions. 

Let  the  most  probable  corrections  of  the  observed  values  be 

v',  t/',  t/",  &c. . . .  t?<"> 
so  that 

F'  =  Jlf'+  t/,        F"=  Jlf"+  t/',        F'"=  Jf'"  +  i/",  &c. 

Let  the  values  of  f ',  f ",  f "' . .  •  when  the  observed  values  are 
actually  substituted  be  n\  n",  n'"  ...  or 

/"  (3f' ,  if",  if'", . . .)  =  «" 
/"'  (if',  if",  if'", . . .)  =  n'"  ^      (^^) 

&c. 

Let  the  differential  coefficients  3^=7*  -p=;;,  &c.,  -T?;r»  ^^,*  &c.  be 

aV     d V  aV    a  V 

formed ;  substitute  in  them  the  values  if',  if",  M'^' ...  for  F', 
V"y  V"\  and  denote  the  resulting  values  by  a',  a",  4c.,  6',  6", 
&;c. ;  that  is,  put 

^  =  a',       -^  =  a",       -^  ^  a'",  &c. 
rfF'         '        dV"  '•      rfF"'  ' 

^=<f,    ^^=<f',    ^?:i=c",&c. 
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These  values  of  the  differential  coefficients  will  generally  be  suf- 
ficiently exact ;  but  if  Jf' ,  M'\  M'"  . . .  are  found  very  greatly  in 
error,  a  repetition  of  the  computation  might  be  necessary,  in 
which  the  more  exact  values  found  by  the  first  computation 
would  be  used. 

The  values  of  M\  M"j  M'"  . . .  being  assumed  to  be  so  nearly 
correct  that  the  second  and  higher  powers  of  the  corrections  r', 
(;",  r'" . . .  may  be  neglected,  we  have  at  once,  by  Taylor's 
Theorem,  as  in  the  similar  case  of  Art  40, 

^'  5=  n'  +  aV  +  a!W  +  <i"V"+  ....+•  4i«i^-»  =  0 

&c.  &e. 

which  m'  equations  must  be  rigorously  satisfied  by  the  values  of 
r',  r",  t"' .... 
The  equations 

V  —  Jlf'=  0,        F"—  Jf"=  0,        F'"  —  Jf'"=  0,  Ac. 
are  the  approximate  equations  of  condition ;  or,  more  strictly, 
F'  — iir  =  i/,        F"  — if''=v",        F'"  —  3f '"  =  i/",  &c 

are  the  equations  of  condition  which  are  to  be  satisfied  by  the 
most  probable  system  of  residuals  v',  r",  i/" . . . ,  These,  reduced 
to  the  unit  of  weight  by  Art.  41,  become 

{V'--W)  i/p'  =  V V/,        ( T'  —  M")  |//'  =  r' V/', *»•       (90) 

and  the  most  probable  residuals  v'\^p%  v''\/p''  are  those  the  sum 
of  whose  squares  is  a  minimum,  or  we  must  have 

P'rft  -I-  |/V'«  +  p'V"»  +  &c.  =  a  minimum. 

Putting,  then,  the  differential  of  this  quantity  equal  to  zero,  we 
have 

pVcii/  +  y  V'di/'  +  y  V'di/"  +  &c.  =  0  (91) 

If  I?',  v"y  1?'" . . .  were  independent  of  each  other,  each  coeffi- 
cient of  this  equation  would  necessarily  be  zero  (as  in  Art  28), 
and  then  the  most  probable  values  of  F',  F",  F''*. . .  would  be 
the  directly  observed  values  JIf ',  M'\  M'" . . .  But  this  minimum 
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is  here  conditioned  by  the  equatjLoiis  (89).    I^  then,  we  dijSeren 
tiute  (89)y  the  equations 

« 

c'dy'  +  (f'di/'  -f  c^'^Zi/"  +  ....  =  0  ^   (^2) 

^. 

must  coexist  with  (91). 

The  number  of  the  equations  (92)  is  m',  while  the  number  of 
differentials  is  m;  and  since,  by  die  nature  of  the  case,  we  must 
have  771  >  77i',  we  can,  by  elimination,  find  from  (92)  the  values 
of  77i'  differentials  in  terms  of  the  remaining  ?7i  —  rn'  differentials. 
Let  us  suppose  this  elimination  to  be  performed,  and  that  the 
values  of  the  first  m'  differentials,  found  in  terms  of  the  others, 
are  then  substituted  in  (91) ;  we  shall  thus  have  an  equation  in 
which  the  remaining  77i  —  77i^  unknown  quantities  can  be  regarded 
as  independent,  and  the  coeflicients  of  these  771  —  m'  quantities 
in  this  final  equation  will  then  severally  be  eqilal  to  zero.  We 
can  arrive  directly  at  the  result  of  such  an  elimination  and  sub- 
stitution as  follows.  Multiply  the  first  equation  of  (92)  by  A,  the 
second  by  -B,  the  third  by  C,  &c.,  and  also  the  equation  (91)  by 
—  1,  and  form  the  sum  of  all  these  products.  Then,  if  -4,  -B, 
C. . .  .are  determined  so  that  771'  differentials  shall  disappear 
from  the  sum  (and  they  can  be  so  determined,  since  it  only 
requires  wi'  conditions  to  determine  tti'  quantities),  the  final 
equation  obtained  will  contain  only  the  tti  —  tti'  remaining  differ- 
entials. But,  the  latter  being  independent,  their  coefficients  must 
also  be  severally  equal  to  zero ;  and  hence  we  have,  in  all,  the 
following  m  conditional  equations : 

a'A  +b'B  +(fO  +....-- j/i/  =0 
a''A  +  h"B  +  c"C7  +  . . . .  — yV  =  0 
a''' A  +  V"B  +  (/"C  -t-  . . . .  —  y  V"  =  0  [    (®^) 

&c.  &c. 


If  we  multiply  the  first  of  these  by  -y  the  second  by  -^»  &c.,  and 

add  the  products,  we  have,  by  comparison  with  the  firet  equation 
of  (89), 
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in  which  the  usual  notation  for  sums  is  followed.  In  this  way 
we  can  form  w!  normal  equations  containing  w!  quantities, 
namely. 


+  . . . .  +  n'  =0 


&c. 

If  the  observations  are  of  equal  weight,  we  have  only  to  put 
p  =  1,  or,  in  other  words,  omit  p. 

The  factors  -4,  5,  C, . .  are  called  by  Oauss  the  correlatives  of 
the  equations  of  condition. 

The  equations  (94)  being  resolved  by  the  usual  method  of 
elimination  (Art.  42),  the  values  of  the  correlatives  found  are 
then  to  be  substituted  in  (93),  whence  we  obtain  directly  the 
required  corrections, 

t/  =  ^  (a'A  +b'B  +dC  +....) 

t/'  =  >L  (a'U  +  6-i?  +  c^'O  +  ....)  ^^^^ 

t/"=  ^,  ia"'A  +  l/"B  +  (/"O  +  . . . .) 
&c.  &c. 

and  hence,  finally,  the  most  probable  values  of  the  observed 
quantities,  V  =  M' +  t?',  V"  =  JHf "  +  r",  &c. 

The  comparative  simplicity  of  this  process  will  best  be  shown 
by  applying  it  to  the  example  of  the  preceding  article.  We 
there  have  given,  by  observation, 

M'  =    es^'  ir  62".500,  /   =  8 

3f"  =    66    24  15  .553,  f  =  3 

M'"  =87      2  24  .703,  /"  =  3 

JIT^  =  141    21  21  .757,  j^'  =  1 

with  the  condition 

V  -f  F"  +  F'"  +  F"^  —  360'*  =  0 


We  have/ first. 
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<f  :=  a"  =  a'"  =  a«^  =  1 
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and  when  M\  J!f ",  &c.  are  put  for  V',  V",  Ac,  we  have  (88) 

n'  =  -^  5".487 

As  we  have  but  one  condition^  we  have  also  but  one  correlative 
A;  the  equation  of  condition  is,  by  (89), 

—  5".487  +  v'  +  t;"  +  t/"  +  v'^  =  0 

and  the' single  normal  equation  may  be  constructed  according  to 
the  following  form : 


p 

a 

an 
P 

8 

1 

i 

3 

1 

} 

3 

1 

i 

1 

1 

1 

[y]= 


2^- 

-5" 

.487  =  0 

A=z 

+ 

2".7485 

ce,  by  (95), 

Corrected  Talaea. 

t/  —  +  0.9145 

T  =    eS"  11'  58".4145 

vf'—-\-  0.9145 

F"  —   66    24  16  .4675 

»"'=  +  0.9145 

r"'=   87      2  25  .6175 

p"=  +  2.7485 

F"— 141    21  24  .6005 

360      0    0 

agreeing  with  the  result  found  by  the  much  longer  process  of 
the  preceding  article.  > 

56.  The  further  prosecution  of  this  branch  of  the  subject 
belongs  more  especially  to  works  on  Geodesy.  For  more  ex- 
tended examples,  see  the  special  report  of  Mr.  C.  A.  Schott  in 
the  Report  of  the  Superintendent  of  the  IT.  S.  Coast  Survey  for 
1854,  from  which  the  above  example  has  been  drawn.  Consult 
also  Bessel's  Gradmessung  in  Ostpreuasen  in  1838 ;  Rosenbergbr, 
in  the  Asironomische  NaehrichteHj  Nos.  121  and  122 ;  Bessel,  ibid. 
No.  438 ;  T.  Galloway,  Application  of  the  Method  to  a  Portion 


(  ^ 
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of  the  Survey  of  England,  in  the  Memoirs  of  the  Royal  Astrcnomi- 
cal  Society^  Vol.  Xy. ;.  J.  J.  Bayer's  Kusiemermessung ;  Fischer's 
Geod(Bsie;  Gerlino's  Aitsgldchungs  Rechnungen;  Dibnger's  ^m«- 
gleichung  der  Beobachtungsfchler;  Liagre,  Galcul  des  ProbabUiUs; 
and  Gauss,  Supplementum  theoruB  combinationiSy  &c. 

CRITERION   FOR  THE   REJECTION   OP   DOUBTPUL   OBSERVATIONS. 

57.  It  has  been  already  remarked  (p.  490)  that  the  number  of 
large  errors  occurring  in  practice  usually  exceeds  that  given  by 
theory,  and  that  this  discrepancy,  instead  of  invalidating  the 
theory  of  purely  "  accidental"  errors,  rather  indicates  a  source 
or  sources  of  error  of  an  abnormal  character,  and  calls  for  a 
criterion  by  which  such  abnormal  observations  may  be  excluded. 
The  criterion  proposed  by  Prof.  PeiRce*  will  be  given  here  with 
the  investigation  nearly  in  the  words  of  its  author,  and  with  only 
some  slight  changes  of  notation* 

58.  "  In  almost  every  true  series  of  observations,  some  are 
found  which  differ  so  much  from  the  others  as  to  indicate  some 
abnormal  source  of  error  not  contetnplated  in  the  theoretical 
discussions,  and  the  introduction  of  which  into  the  investigations 
can  only  serve,  in  the  present  state  of  science,  to  perplex  and 
mislead  the  inquirer.  Geometers  have,  therefore,  been  in  the 
habit  of  rejecting  those  observations  which  appeared  to  them 
liable  to  unusual  defects,  although  no  exact  criterion  has  been 
proposed  to  test  and  authorize  such  a  procedure,  and  this  delicate 
subject  has  been  left  to  the  arbitrary  discretion  of  individual 
computers.  The  object  of  the  present  investigation  is  to  produce 
an  exact  rule  for  the  rejection  of  observations,  which  shall  be 
legitimately  derived  from  the  principles  of  the  Calculus  of  Pro- 
babilities. 

"  R  is  proposed  to  determine  in  a  series  of  m  observations  the  limit  of 
erroTy  beyond  which  all  observations  involving  so  great  an  error  may  be 
rejected^  provided  there  are  as  many  a3  n  siich  observations, 

"  The  principle  upon  which  it  is  proposed  to  solve  this  problem 
is,  that  the  proposed  observations  should  be  rejected  when  the  probability 
of  the  system  of  errors  obtained  by  retaining  them  is  less  than  that  of 
the  system  of  errors  obtained  by  their  rejection  mtdtiplied  by  the  proba- 
bility of  making  so  many,  and  no  more^  abnormal  observations. 


*  Aitranomiiol  Journal  (Cambridge,  Mam.),  Vol.  11.  p.  161. 
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"  In  determining  the  probability  of  these  two  systems  of  errors, 
it  must  be  carefully  observed  that,  because  observations  are 
rejected  in  the  second  system,  the  corresponding  observations  of 
the  first  system  must  be  regarded,  not  as  being  limited  to  their 
actual  values,  but  only  as  surpassing  the  limit  of  rejection." 

Let 

fjL  =  the  nnmber  of  unknown  quantities^ 

m  =  the  whole  number  of  observations, 

n  =:  the  namber  of  observations  proposed 
to  be  rejected) 

W=m  —  n,  the  number  to  be  retained, 
J,  J',  J",  . . .  J^*  =  the  system  of  errors  when  no  observa- 
tion is  rejected, 
Jj,  Jj',  J/',  . . .  J,^"'*  =  the  system  of  errors  when  n  observa- 
tions are  rejected, 
c,  e^  =  the  mean  errors  of  the  first  and  second 
system,  respectively, 

y  =z  the  probability,  supposed  unknown, 
of  such  an  abnormal  observation  that 
it  is  rejected  on  account  of  its  magni- 
tude, 

y'  =  1  —  y  =  the  probability  that  an  ob- 
servation is  not  of  the  abnormal  cha- 
racter which  involves  its  rejection, 

K  =  the  ratio  of  the  required  limit  of  error 
for  the  rejection  of  n  observations  to 
the  mean  error  e,  so  that  xe  is  the 
limiting  error. 

The  probability  of  an  error  J  in  the  firet  system  will  be,  by  (14) 
and  (21), 

A  1  — ^ 

CP  J  =      ■  6      2«> 

and  the  same  form  will  be  used  for  the  second  system. 

The  probability  of  an  error  which  exceeds  the  limit  xe  will  be 
expressed  by  the  integral  (Arts.  8  and  12) 

2  r'9JdA  /^^^    .--^        ^V^ 

or,  denoting  this  by  i/.x,  ^  -^^^^^^V^ 


2  ^A  — OB       A)i 

4x  =  — =1  I        e    %^  dA 
eT/'2^*^A«-, 
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which,  by  putting  t  =  — ^  becomes 


^'-S-J'-:' 


l/~  - .    « 


dt 


'-« 


and  this  may  be  found  directly  from  Table  IK.  by  subtracting 

the  tabular  number  corresponding  to  i  =  -—r-  from  unity. 

y 

The  probability  of  the  first  system  of  errors,  embodying  the 
condition  that  n  observations  exceed  the  limit  xe,  is 


P  =  f>J.fJ'.fJ" 


\9i^)) 


1  aAP~ii«>«' 

e"      2^      (4*)* 


f*'(2ir)**' 


in  which  IJ*  =  J*  +  J'*+ (J<->)«;  and  by  (61)  we  have 

JJ«  ==  (m  —  /i)  €*,  whence 

The  probability  of  the  second  system  of  errors  is 


t*^(2it)h'^ 


To  authorize  the  proposed  rejection  of  n  observations,  we 
must  have 

which  gives  at  once 


(^)''e*"<"'-^k4x)-<ry'' 


The  value  of  y  must  be  determined  by  the  condition  that  Pj 
is  a  maximum,  and  therefore  y*y'*'=  y*  (1  —  y)"'  is  a  maximum. 
Taking  the  logarithm  of  this  quantity,  and  putting  its  differential 
equal  to  zero,  we  obtain  for  the  maximum   . 


MBTHOD   OF  LBAST  SQUABBS.  561 

whence 


pnj^fnf 


Putting  then 

It  =«*<«•-!)  (4x) 


(96) 


the  limiting  value  of  x,  according  to  the  a^ove  inequality,  must 
be  that  which  eatisfies  the  equation 


(f^-= 


r» 


which  givBB  the  required  criterion. 

The  relation  of  e^  to  e  must  depend  on  the  nature  of  the  equa- 
tions which  correspond  to  the  rejected  observations ;  but  it  will 
give  a  sufficient  approximation  to  assume  that  the  excess  of  IJ* 
over  2*^1*  is  only  equal  to  the  sum  of  the  squares  of  the  errors  of 
the  rejected  observations,  which  gives  the  equation 

(m  —  /i)s*  —  nxV  =  (m  —  fi  —  n)  t^ 
whence 

(e^  y m  —  fi  —  nx* 
€  I       m  —  fi  —  n 

which  combined  with  the  above  equation  gives 

Putting,  for  brevity, 

5)'^  (97) 


m  — 
m 


we  find 


x«  —  1  =  ^ — H: — -  (1  ^  A«)  (98) 


• 


Table  X.A  gives  the  logarithms  of  Tand  It,  computed  by  (96) 
with  the  aid  of  Table  IX.  We  can,  therefore,  by  successive 
approximations,  find  the  value  of  x  which  satisfies  the  equations 
(97)  and  (98).  Since  iZ  involves  x,  we  must  first  assume  an  ap- 
proximate value  of  X  (which  the  observed  residuals  will  suggest), 
with  which  A*  will  be  computed  by  (97),  and  hence  x  by  (98). 
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With  this  first  approximate  value  of  x,  a  new  value  of  log^i2  will 
be  taken  from  the  table,  with  which  a  second  approximation  to 
X  will  be  found.  Two  or  three  approximations  will  usually  be 
found  sufficient. 

In  the  application  of  this  criterion,  it  is  to  be  remembered 
that  it  must  not  be  used  to  r^ect  n  observations  unless  it  has 
previously  rejected  n  —- 1  observations.  Hence  we  must  first  de- 
termine the  limiting  value  of  x  for  the  hypothesis  of  one  doubtful 
observatiQii,  or  n  ^  1,  and  if  thia  rejects  one  or  HH>re  obeerva' 
tions,  we  can  pass  to  the  next  hypothesis,  »  =^  2,  or  n  =>  3,  &c. ; 
and  so  on  until  we  arrive  at  the  limit  which  excludes  no  more 
observations. 

The  above  arrangement  of  the  tables  is  nearly  the  same  as 
that  given  by  Dr.  B.  A.  Gouup,*  who  was  the  first  to  prepare 
such  tables  and  thus  render  the  criterion  available  to  practical 
computers.  The  only  difference  is  in  my  table  of  Log.  T,  which 
I  have  found  in  practice  to  be  more  convenient  than  the  corre- 
sponding one  of  Dr.  Gould. 

ExAMPLB. — "To  determine  the  limit  of  rejection  of  one  or 
two  observations  in  the  case  of  fifteen  observations  of  the  vertical 
semidiameters  of  VenuSj  made  by  Lieut.  Hbrndon,  with  the 
meridian  circle  at  Washington,  in  the  year  1846."  In  the  reduc- 
tion of  these  observations,  Prof.  Peircb  assumed  two  unknown 
quantities,  and  found  the  following  residuals  {v) ; 

-_0".80  —  r.24  — 1".40  +0'M8 

__  0  .44  +  0  .06  —  0  .22  +  0  .39 

-f-  1  .01  -f  0  .63  —  0  .05  +  0  .10 

-|_  0  .48  —  0  .13  -f  0  .20 

We  have  here  m  =  15,  /«  =  8,  [rr]  =  4.2545,  whence 

t*  =  -^^^-^  =  0^278,  .  =  0".572 

We  first  try  the  hypothesis  of  one  doubtful  observation,  or 
n  =  1.  Assuming  x  =  2,  the  successive  approximations  may 
be  made  as  follows : 

*  Report  of  the  Superintendent  of  the  U.  S.  Coast  Sarrey  for  1854,  Appendix,  p. 
181*;  also  Attron.  Journal^  Vol.  IT.  p.  81. 
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2n 


m  —  n 


tn  —  fjL 


1^ 

7 

•  n 


Ist  Approx. 
Table  XLA.  log  T    8.404 

"       «      log  72    9.309 

T 

log-    9.096 

It 

log  /•      9.871 
log  (1  -.  A*)  9.410 

=  12  log  12    1.079 

log(x»  — 1)  0.489 
e»  0.610 
jc  2.02 


logx' 


2d  Approx. 
8.4044 
9.3062 

9.0982 

9.8712 
9.4093 

1.0792 

0.4885 
0.6106 
2.020 


Hence  xe  =  l'M6,  which  excludes  the  residual  1".40. 

We  may  now  try  the  hypothesis  n  =  2.     Commencing  again 
with  the  assumption  x  =  2,  we  have — ■ 


2n 
m  — 

n 

4 
13 

m  — 

. /i  — 

n 

n 


11 
2 


4th 

Approx. 

8.7210 
9.3553 

9.3657 

9.8048 
9  5587 

0.7404 

0.2991 
0.4768 
1.7296 

Hence  xe  =  0".989,  which  excludes  the  residuals  1".40  and  1".01. 
If  we  now  try  the  hypothesis  n  =  3,  we  shall  find,  in  the  same 
manner,  xs  =  0".887,  which  does  not  exclude  the  residual  0".68 : 
80  that  the  residuals  1".40  and  1".01  are  in  this  case  the  only 
ahnormal  ones.  Rejecting  these  residuals,  we  shall  now  find 
ej=0".389.* 

69.  In  order  to  facilitate  the  application  of  Peirce's  Criterion 


log  T 
\ogR 

l8t 

Approx. 

8.7210 
9.309 

2d 
Approx. 

8.7210 
9.3622 

8d 
Approx. 

8.7210 
9.3544 

log^ 

9.412 

9.3588 

9.3666 

logX^ 

9.819 

9.8027 

9.8051 

log  (1  -^  X^) 

9.531 

9.5624 

9.5582 

log   2 

0.740 

0.7404 

0.7404 

log(««-.l) 
logx* 

H 

0.271 
0.467 
1.69 

0.8028 
0.4788 
1.734 

0.2986 
0.4766 
1.729 

*  For  another  example,  in  which  there  were  foar  unknown  quantities,  and  in 
which  the  criterion  was  Tery  useful,  see  p.  207  of  this  Tolume. 
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in  the  cases  most  commonly  occurring  in  practice,  Table  X.  (first 
given  by  Dr.  Gould)  has  been  computed  by  the  aid  of  the  log  T 
and  log  -R,  according  to  the  preceding  method. 

The  first  page  of  this  table  is  to  be  used  when  there  is  but 
one  unknown  quantity  {ja  =:  1),  or  for  direct  observations.  It 
gives,  by  simple  inspection,  the  value  of  x*  for  any  number  of 
observations  from  3  to  60,  and  for  any  number  of  doubtful  obser* 
vations  from  1  to  9. 

The  second  page  is  used  in  the  same  manner  when  there  are 
two  unknown  quantities  (/u  =  2). 

Example. — Same  as  in  the  preceding  article. — Having  found, 
as  above,  €^=  0.3273,  we  first  take  from  Table  X.  for  /«  =  2  the 
value  of  x^  corresponding  to  m  =  15  and  ti  =  1,  and  find 

x«  =  4.080,  whence  xV  =  1.3354,        xs  =  l'M6 

which  rejects  the  residual  1".40. 

Then,  with  m  =  15,  n  =  2,  we  find,  from  the  same  page, 


^ 


x«  =  2.991,  x«*«  =  0.9790,  xe  =  0".989 

which  rejects  the  two  residuals  1".40  and  1".01. 
Passing,  then,  to  the  hypothesis  n  =  8,  we  find 

X*  =  2.403,  xV  =  0.7865,  x«  =  0".887 

which  does  not  exclude  any  more  residuals. 

60.  The  above  investigation  of  the  criterion  involves  some 
principles,  derived  from  the  theory  of  probabilities,  which  may 
seem  obscure  to  those  not  familiar  with  that  branch  of  science. 
Indeed,  the  possibility  of  establishing  any  criterion  whatever  for 
the  rejection  of  doubtful  observations,  by  the  aid  of  the  calculus 
of  probabilities,  has  been  questioned  even  by  so  distinguished  an 
astronomer  as.AiRY.*  It  is  easy,  however,  to  derive  an  approxi- 
mate criterion  for  the  rejection  of  one  doubtful  observation^  directly 
from  the  fundamental  formula  upon  which  the  whole  theory  of 
the  method  of  least  squares  is  based. 

We  have  seen  that  the  function 

*  Remarks  upon  Pbirce's  Criterion,  Aftronomieal  Journal  (Cambridge),  Vol.  IV. 
p.  137.  Professor  Winlogk's  reply  to  the  objections  of  the  Astronomer  Royal  will 
be  found  in  the  same  journal.  Vol.  IV.  p.  14). 
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®('^)  =  V^ Jo    ''-*''' 

(the  value  of  which  is  given  in  Table  IX.  A)  represents,  in  general, 
the  number  of  errors  less  than  a  =  rV  which  may  be  expected  to 
occur  in  any  extended  series  of  observations  when  the  whole 
number  of  observations  is  taken  as  unity,  r  being  the  probable 
error  of  an  observation.  If  this  be  multiplied  by  the  number  of 
observations  =  w,  we  shall  have  tlie  actual  number  of  errors  less 
than  tV\  and  hence  the  quantity 

m^m.  ^{pV)  =  m  [1  —  eO»r)] 

expresses  the  number  of  errors  to  be  expected  greater  than  the 
limit  rt\  But  if  this  quantity  is  less  than  J,  it  will  follow  that 
an  error  of  the  magnitude  ri'  will  have  a  greater  probability 
against  it  than  for  it,  and  may  therefore  be  rejected.  The  limit 
of  rejection  q/*  a  single  doubiftd  observalion^  according  to  this  simple 
rule,  is,  therefore,  obtained  from  the  equation 

i  =  7n  [1  -  0(/>t')] 
or 

If  we  express  the  limiting  error  under  the  form  xe,  e  being  the 
mean  error  of  an  observation,  we  shall  have 

X  =  —  =  0.6745^  (100) 

With  the  value  of  Q{pt')  given  by  (99),  we  can  find  t'  from  Table 
IX.A,  and  hence  x  by  (100). 

Example. — To  find  the  limit  of  rejection  of  one  of  the  obser- 
vations given  on  p.  562.  We  there  have  m  =  15,  e  =  0".572 ; 
and  hence,  by  (99),  Q{pt')  =  0.96667,  which  in  Table  IX.A  cor- 
responds  to  t'=  3.155,  whence,  by  (100),  x  =  2.128,  xe  =  1".22, 
which  agrees  very  nearly  with  the  limit  found  by  Peircb*s 
Criterion. 

By  the  successive  application  of  this  rule  (with  the  necessary 
modifications),  it  may  be  used  for  the  rejection  of  two  or  more 
doubtful  observations,  and  I  have,  by  means  of  it,  prepared  a 
table  which  agrees  so  nearly  with  Table  X.  that,  for  practical 
purposes,  it  may  be  regarded  as  identical  with  that  table.  For 
the  general  case,  however,  when  there  are  several  unicnown 
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quantities  and  several  doubtfiil  observations,  the  modifieationfl 
wliich  the  rule  requires  render  it  more  troublesome  than  Peirce's 
formula^  and  I  shall,  therefore,  not  develop  it  further  in  this 
place.  What  I  have  given  may  serve  the  purpose  of  giving  the 
reader  greater  confidence  in  the  correctness  and  value  of  Peibce's 
Criterion. 


TABLES. 


For  the  explanation  of  the  constraction  and  use  of  these  tables^  con- 
salt  the  articleB  referred  to  b^low. 

Table    I.  Mean  Befraction.    (Explanation,  Yol.  I.  Art.  107.) 

"       II.  A,  B,  C,  D,  E;  and  F,  Bessbl's  Befraction  Table.   (Vol.  I. 
Arts.  107,  117, 119;  and  Vol.  11.  Arts  294,  295.) 

*^     lU.  Bedaction  of  Latitude  and  Logarithm  of  the  Earth's 
Badius,    (Vol.  1.  Arts.  81,  82.) 

<*      rV.  Log  A  and  Log  B,  for  computing  the  Equation  of  Equal 
Altitudes.     (Vol.  I.  Arts.  140,  141.) 

^'       V.  Bedaction  to  the  Meridian.    Values  of 

2»in^lt  .  2  tin*  it 

m  = =—      and      n  = =- 

sin  r  sin  V 

(Vol.  I.  Arts.  170, 171.) 

"      VI.  Logarithms  of  m  and  n.     (Vol.  I.  Arts.  170, 171.) 

"    VII.  A  and  VII.  B.  Limits  of  Circummeridian  Altitudes.    (Vol. 
I.  Art.  175.) 

"  VTII.  and  VIII.  A.  For  reducing  transits  over  several  threads 
to  a  common  instant.    (Vol.  II.  Arts.  173, 187.) 

«      IX.  and  IX.  A.  Probability  of  Errors.   (Appendix,  Arts.  12, 14.) 

'^       X.  and  X.  A.  Peibge's  Criterion  for  the  Bejection  of  doubtful 
Observations.    (Appendix,  Arts.  58, 59.) 

TABLES  TOR  COBBEGTIXG  LUNAR    DISTANCES. 

<<      XI.  Dip  of  the  Sea  Horizon.    (Vol.  I.  Art.  124.) 

*'    XII.  Augmentation  of  the  Moon's  Semidiameter.    (Vol.  I.  Art. 
130.) 

**  XIII.  Correction  of  the  Moon's  Equatorial  Parallax.     (Vol.  L 
Art.  97.) 
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Table  XIY.  Mean  Eedaced  Befraction  for  Lunars.    (Vol.  I.  Art.  249.) 

*'     XIY.  A.  Correction  of  the  Mean  Eefraction  for  the  Height  of 

the  Barometer.    (Vol.  I.  Art.  249.) 

"      XIV.  B.  Correction  of  the  Mean  Refraction  for  the  Height  of 

the  Thermometer.     (Vol.  I.  Art.  249.) 

*^       XV.  Logarithms  of  A^  B,  C,  D,  for  correcticg  Lunar  Dis- 
tances.    (Vol.  I.  Art.  249.) 

"      XVI.  Second  Correction  of  the  Lunar  Distance.     (Vol.  I.  Art, 

249.) 

"    XVn.  A  and  B.  For  finding  the  Oonreetioti  of  the  Lonar  Dls- 

tance  for  the  Contraction  of  the  Moon's  Semidiameter. 
(Vol.  I.  Art.  240.) 

«  XVIII.  A  and  B.    For  finding  the  Correction  of  the  Lmiar  Dis- 

tanoe  for  the  Oontraction  of  the  Sun's  Semidiameter. 
(Vol.  I.  Art.  249.) 

"      XIX.  For  finding  the  value  of  iV  for  correcting  Lunar  Dis- 

taoces  for  tbe  Compression  of  the  Earth.  (Vol.  I. 
Art.  249.) 

'^       XX.  Correction  required  on  account  of  Second  Dififeipences  of 

the  Moon's  Motion,  in  finding  the  Greenwich  Time 
corresponding  to  a  Corrected  Lunar  Distance.  (Vol. 
I.  Art  66.) 


TABLE  I.   Mean  Befiraotion. 
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TABLE  II.    Bessel's  Befraction  Table. 
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142 

«5' 
162 


73229 

73105 
72974 
72832 
72681 
72519 

173 

72160 
71961  '99 

71749 


71521 
71279 

71020 


212 
227 
243 

259 


.0026 
.0026 

.0027 
.0027 
.0028 
.0029 

.0030 
.0030 
.0031 
.0032 
.0033 
.0034 

.0035 
.0036 
.0037 
.0038 
.0039 
.0040 

.0041 
.0042 
.0043 
.0045 
.0046 
.0047 

.0049 
.0050 
.0052 
.0054 
.0056 
.0058 

.0060 
.0062 
.0065 
.0067 
.0070 
.0073 

.0075 
.0078 
.0081 
.0084 
.0088 
.0092 

.0096 
.0100 
.0105 
.0110 
.0115 
.0121 


1. 0127  I 


0252 
0258 
0264 
0272 
0281 
0290 

0299 
0308 
0318 
0328 
0338 
0347 

0357 
0367 

0377 
0387 

0398 

0409 

0420 
0431 
0442 
0454 
0466 
0479 

0493 
0508 
0523 
0540 

0559 
0579 

0600 
0622 
0646 
0671 
0697 
0725 

0754 
0784 

0815 

0846 

0879 

0914 

0951 
0992 
1036 
10S2 
1130 

ii:J 
1229 


Arg.  Tniu  Z.  D. 


Ijoga' 


75005 
74976 

74945 
74914 
74882 

74848 

74813 

74777 
74740 
74701 
74660 

74617 

74573 
745*7 
74478 
74428 

74376 

743*1 

74263 
74203 

74141 

74075 
74005 

73933 


29 
1 
I 

2 
4 

5 
6 

7 

9 
I 

3 

4 
6 

9 

o 

2 

5 

58 

60 
61 
66 

70 
7* 

76 

80 

85 
87 
91 
97 

103 

73314 

107 
71207   ' 

112 

73095,^, 

72846'*^ 
72711  '35 

.  14* 
7*569,,, 
7*4'8  lit 
72256'^* 

71002 
7i?o8  '94 

209 
71499.4. 

7"76  4  ^ 

71037  .ii 
70782  *55 
70509  *73 
70216*93 

69902 


73857 

73777 
73691 

73605 

73514 
73417 


0.9975 
0.9974 

0-9973 
0.9972 

0.9971 

0.9970 

0.9970 
0.9969 
o.  9968 
0.9967 
09967 
0.9966 

0.9965 
0.9964 
0.9963 
0.9962 
0.9961 
0.9960 

0.9958 
0.9957 

0.9955 
,0.9954 

0.9952 

0.9951 

0.9949 
0.9948 
0.9946 

0.9944 
0.9942 

0.9940 

0.9938 
0.9936 

0.9934 
0.9931 

0.9929 

0.9926 

0.9924 
0.99^0 
0.9917 
0.9913 
0.9909 
0.9905 

0.9901 

0.9897 

0.9893I 

0.98881 

0.9882! 

0.9876 

0.9870 


0197 
0202 
0208 
0213 
0219 
0126 

0234 
0241 
0249 
0257 
0265 
0173 

0281 
0289 
0296 
0304 
0312 
0320 

0329 

0337 
0346 

0354 
0363 

0372 

0382 
0393 
0404 
0416 
0429 
0444 

0459 
0476 

0493 

0512 

0531 
0552 

0573 
0594 
0617 
0640 
0664 
0688 

0715 
0742 

0771 
0802 

0834 
0868 

0903 


Ars.  Trne  Z.  D. 


Log." 


7 
8 

8 

8 


I" 


6.4145 
6.4138 

6.4130 
6.4121 

6.4114  o 

6.4106 

,  9 
6.4097  - 
64088  9 

6.4078  ;^ 
6.4067 

6.4056 " 

6.4044 
12 

6.403*  , 
6.4019  ^ 

6.4005  * 

£  14 
6.3991  J 

6.3976  J 
6.3962  "♦ 

^3947,^ 

6.3931  ,- 
6.3914,7 

6.3895  \l 
6.3876^9 

6.3856*° 

20 

^■3836,. 

6.3816*° 

6.3795^; 
6.3774^; 

6.375*" 

6.3728** 

26 

6.370*  g 

6.3674^^ 
6.36433' 


A" 


6.3611 
6.3578 

6.3544 

6.3508 

6. 3469 

6. 34*7 
6.3382 

6.3334 
6.3284 

6.313 


3* 
33 
34 

36 

39 
4* 
45 
48 
50 

53 
57 


6.3174  5' 
6. '91 1  c  59 


6.3115 


63 


6. 3051 'J 

6  .987  II 

6  2919 

7* 
6.2847 


0.997 
0.997 
0.997 
0.996 
0.996 
0.996 

0.996 

0.996 

0.996 

0.996I 

Q  996 

0.995 

0.995 
0.995 

0-995 
0.995 

0-995 
0.994 

0.994 
0.994 
0.994 

0.993 
0.993 

0.993 

0.993 
0.992 

0.992 

0.992 

0.991 
0.991 

0.991 
0.990 
0.990 
0.989 
0.989 
0.988 

0.987 
0.986 

0.985I 
0.984' 

0.983! 
0.982' 

0.981 
0.980 

0.979 

0.977 

0.976 
0.974 

0.973 


.062 
.064 
.066 
.067 
.069 
.071 

•073  ! 
.075 

.076 

.078 

.080 

.082 

.085 
.087 
.089 
■091 
.094 
.096 

.099 
102 
105 
108 
112 

"5 

119 

123 

1*7 
132 

136 
141 

146 
151 
156 
161 

167 
173 

17? 
183 
188 

193 

199 
.204 

.209 

214 

.219 

.224 
.228 
,232 

.237 


573 


TABLE  n.   Bessel's  Befiraction  Table, 


D,  Factor  depending  vpon  the  Barometer. 


PftHn 
lin«M. 

Logs 

Kngliflh 
Inches. 

LogA 

French 
metres. 

Log  A 

French 
metres. 

LckB 

313 

—  0.02445 

27.5 

—  0.03191 

0.725 

—  0.01560 

0.760 

4-  0.0048S 

310 

—  0.01307 

27.0 

—  0.03033 

0.726 

—  0.01500 

0.761 

4-  0.00545 

3ir 

—  0.02170 

27.7 

—  0.02876 

0.727 

—  0.01440 

0.762 

4-  0.00601 

318 

—  0.0203^ 

27.8 

—  o*.  027  20 

0.r28 

—  0.01380 

0.763 

4-  0.00659 

310 

—  0.01897 

27.0 

—  0.02564 

O.720 

—  e.01311 

0.764 

4-  0.00716 

320 

—  O.O1761 

28.0 

—  0.02409 

0.730 

—  e.oii6i 

0.705 

4-  O.OC773 

321 

—  0.01625 

28.1 

—  0.02254 

0.73I 

—  e.oiioi 

0.766 

4-  0.00830 

322 

—  0.01490 

28.2 

—  0.02099 

0.732 

—  0.01141 

0.767 

4>  0.00886 

323 

—  0.01356 

28.3 

•>—  0.01946 

0.733 

—  0.01083 

0.768 

4-  0.0C943 

324 

—  O.OI-22I 

28.4 

—  0.01793 

0.734 

—  0.01014 

0.760 

4-  0.00999 

325 

—  0.01088 

28.5 

—  0.01640 

0.735 

—  0.00965 

0.770 

4-  0.01056 

326 

—  0.009^4 

28.6 

—  0.01488 

0.730 

—  0.00906 

0.771 

4-  O.OI113 

327 

—  0.00821 

28.7 

*—  0.01336 

0.737 

—  0.00847 

0.772 

4-  O.OII68 

328 

—  0.00689 

28.8 

—  0.01185 

0.738 

—  0.00788 

0.773 

4-  0.01225 

320 

—  0.00556 

28.0 

—  0.01035 

0.730 

—  0.00729 

0.774 

4-  0.01281 

330 

—  0.00425 

20.0 

—  0.00885 

0.740 

—  0.00670 

0.775 

4-  0.01337 

331 

—  0.00293 

20.1 

—  0.00735 

0.741 

—  0.00612 

0.776 

-f-  0.01393 

332 

—  0.00162 

20.2 

—  0.00586 

0.742 

—  000553 

0.777 

4-  0.01449 

333 

—  0.00032 

20.3 

—  0.00438 

0.743 

—  0.00494 

0.778 

4-  0.01505 

334 

-f-  0.00099 

20.4 

—  0.00290 

0.744 

—  0.00436 

0.770 

4-  0.0156c 

335 

H-  0.00228 

20.5 

—  0.00142 

0.745 

—  0.00378 

0.780 

4-  0.01616 

330 

H-  0.00358 

20.0 

4-  0.00005 

0.746 

—  0.00319 

0.781 

4-  0.01672 

337 

-|-  0.00487 

20.7 

4-  0.00151 

0.747 

—  0.00261 

0.782 

4-  0.01727 

338 

-f-  0.00616 

20.8 

4-  0.00297 

0.748 

—  0.00203 

0.783 

4-  0.01783 

330 

H-  0.00744 

20.0 

4-  0.00443 

0.740 

—  0.00145 

0.784 

4-  0.01838 

340 

-f-  0.00872 

30.0 

4-  0.00588 

0.750 

—  0.00087 

0.785 

4-  0.01894 

341 

-f  0  00999 

30.1 

4-  0.00731 

0.751 

—  0.00029 

0.786 

4-  0.01949 

342 

-f  0.01127 

30.2 

4-  0.00876 

0.752 

4-  0-00028 

0.787 

4-  0.02004 

343 

f  0.01253 

30.3 

4-  0.01010 

0.753 

4-  0.00086 

0.788 

4-  0.01059 

344 

4-  0.01380 

30.4 

4-  0.01163 

0.754 

4-aooi44 

0.780 

4-  0.01114 

345 

4-  0.01506 

30.5 

4"  0.01306 

0.755 

4-  0.00201 

0.700 

4"  0.02169 

340 

4-  0.01632 

ao.6 

4-  0.01448 

0.756 

4-  0.00259 

0.701 

4-  0.02224 

347 

4-  0.01757 

30.7 

4-  0.01589 

0.757 

4-  0.00316 

0.702 

4-  0  01279 

348 

4-  0.01882 

80.8 

4-  0.01731 

0.758 

4-  aoo374 

0.703 

4-  0.02334 

340 

4-  0.02007 

80.0 

4-  0.01871 

0.750 

4-  0.00431 

0.704 

4-  0.01389 

350 

4-  0.02131 

31.0 

4-  0.02011 

0.760 

4-  0.00488 

0.705 

4-  0.02443 

Factor  depending  upon  the  Attached  Thermometer, 


Log  ^  =  log  ^  4-  log  r. 
674 


(T.)  Fahrenheit.    (H.)  Rtovmnr.    (C.)  Centigrade. 

F.      ' 

Logr 

R. 

Log  r 

C. 

Logr 

-30® 

4-  0.00142 

—  35* 

4-  0.00308 

-35** 

4-  0.00146 

—  20 

4-  0.00203 

—  30 

4-  0.00264 

-30 

4-  0.00111 

—  10 

4-  0.00164 

—  25 

4-  0.00110 

—  25 

4-  0.00176  • 

0 

4-  0.00125 

—  20 

4-  0.00176 

—  20 

4-  0.00140 

4-10 

4-  0.00086 

—  15 

4~  0.00131 
4-  0.00088 

—  15 

4>  0.00105 

20 

4-  0.00047 

—  10 

—  10 

4-  0.00070 

90 

4-  0.00008 

—    5 

.  4"  0.00044 

—    5 

4-  0.00035 

40 

*«aooo3i 

0 

0.00000 

0 

0.00000 

50 

—  0.00070 

+    5 

—  0.00044 

+    5 

—  0.00035 

60 

—  0.00109 

10 

—  0.00088 

10 

—  0.00070 

70 

—  0.00148 

15 

—  0.00131 

15 

—  0.00105 

80 

—  0.00186 

20 

—  0.00175 

20 

—  0.00140 

00 

—  0.00225 

25 

—  0.00118 

25 

—  0.00175 

100 

—  0.00264 

30 

—  0.00161 

30 

—  o.ooito 

35 

—  o.«o305 

35 

—  0.00144 

TABLE  n.   Bessel's  Refraotian  TaMe. 

W»  Factor  depending  vjaon  (he  External  Thermometer. 


(F.)  Fahrenheit.    (K.)  R^anrar,   (C.)  Centigrade. 

F. 

i^y 

F. 

LogY 

B. 

i-«y 

c 

I^Tf 

—  ao* 

-f-  0.06179 

35* 

4-  0.01185 

—  35* 

4-  0.08990 

—  35* 

4-  0.07373 

—  10 

4-  0.06181 

36 

4-  0.01098 

—  30 

4-  0-07819 

—  30 

4-  0.C6476 

—  18 

4-  0.06083 

37 

4-  0.01011 

—  25 

4-  0.06698 

—  25 

4  0.05596 

—  17 

-f  0.05985 

38 

4-  0.00914 

—  24 

4-  0.06476 

—  24 

4-  0.05413 

—  16 

-i-  0.05887 

30 

4-  0.00837 

—  23 

4-  0.06154 

—  23 

4-  0.05149 

^  15 

-f  0.05790 

40 

4-  0.00750 

—  22 

4-  0.06034 

—  22 

4-  0.05077 

—  14 

+  0.05693 

41 

4-  0.00664 

—  21 

4-  0.05815 

—  21 

4-  0.04905 

—  13 

-f  0.05596 

42 

4-  0.00578 

—  20 

4-  0.05596 

—  20 

4-  0.04734 

—  12 

-f  0.05500 

43 

4-  0.00491 

.-19 

4-  0.05379 

—  10 

4-  0.04564 

—  11 

-f  0.05403 

44 

4-  0.00406 

—  18 

4-  0.05163 

—  18 

4-  0.04394 

—  10 

-h  005 307 

45 

4-  0.00310 

—  17 

4-  0.04948 

—  17 

4-  0.04115 

--    9 

H-  0.05)11 

46 

4-  0.00134 

—  16 

4-  0.04734 

—  16 

4-  0.04057 

—    8 

-f  0.05115 

47 

4-  0.00149 

—  15 

4-  0.04511 

—  15 

4-  0.03889 

—    7 

-j-  0.05010 

48 

4-  0^00064 

—  14 

4-  0.04310 

—  14 

4"  0.03711 

**    6 

-f  0.04914 

40 

—  O.OOOII 

—  13 

4-  0.04099 

—  13 

4-  0.03556 

—    5 

-\-  0.04819 

50 

—  0.00106 

—  12 

4-  0.038S9 

.—  12 

4-  0.03390 

—    4 

-f  0.04734 

51 

—  0.00191 

—  11 

4-  0.03681 

—  11 

4  0.03115 

—    3 

4-  0.04640 

52 

—  0.00175 

—  10 

-f  0.03473 

—  10 

4-  0.03060 

—    2 

•  +0.04545 

53 

—  0.00360 

—    0 

4-  0.03166 

—    0 

4-  0.01896 

*-     1 

-f  0.04451 

54 

—  0.00444 

—    8 

4-  0.03060 

—    8 

4-  0.01733 

0 

-f  0.04357 

55 

—  0.00518 

—    7 

4-  0.01855 

—    7 

4-  0.01570 

+     1 

-f  0.04163 

56 

—  0.00611 

—    6 

4-  0.01651 

—    6 

4-  0.01408 

2 

4-  0.04169 

57 

—  0.00696 

—    5 

4-  0.01449 

—    5 

4-  0.01147 

3 

-j-  0.04076 

58 

—  0.00780 

—    4 

4-  0.01147 

—    4 

4-  0.01086 

4 

-f  0.03981 

50 

—  0.00863 

—    3 

4-  0.01046 

—    3 

4-  0.01916 

5 

-j-  0.03889 

60 

—  0.00946 

—    2 

4-  0.01846 

—    2 

4"  0.01766 

6 

+  0.03796 

61 

—  0.01019 

—    1 

4"  0.01646 

—    1 

4-  0.01607 

7 

-f  0.03704 

02 

—  0.01111 

0 

4-  0.01448 

0 

4-  0.01448 

8 

4-  0.03611 

63 

—  0.01195 

+    1 

4"  0.01151 

+     1 

4-  0.01190 

9 

4-  0.03519 

64 

—  0.01178 

2 

4-  0.01054 

2 

4-  0.01133 

10 

-h  0.03417 

65 

—  0.01360 

3 

4-  0.00859 

3 

4-  0.00976 

11 

+  0.03335 

66 

—  0.01443 

4 

4-  0.00664 

4 

4-  0.00810 

12 

+  0.03143 

67 

—  0.01515 

—  0.01607 

5 

4"  0.00470 

5 

4-  0.00664 

13 

+  0.03151 

68 

6 

4-  0.00177 

6 

4-  0.00509 

14 

4-  0.03060 

69 

—  0.01689 

7 

4-  0.00085 

7 

4-  0.00354 

16 

4-  0.01969 

70 

—  0.01770 

8 

—  0.00106 

8 

4-  0.00100 

16 

4-  0.01878 

71 

—  0.01851 

9 

—  0.00197 

9 

4-  0.00047 

17 

+  0.01787 

72 

0.01933 

10 

—  0.00486 

10 

—  0.00106 

18 

4"  0.01697 

73 

—  0.01015 

11 

—  0.00675 

11 

—  0.00159 

19 

4-  0. 01606 

74 

—  0.01096 

12 

—  0.00863 

12 

—  0.00410 

20 

4-  0.01516 

75 

—  0.01177 

13 

—  0.01050 

13 

—  0.00561 

21 

4-  0.01416 

76 

—  0.01157 

14 

—  0.01136 

14 

—  0.00713 

22 

4"  0.01336 

77 

0.01338 

15 

—  0.01411 

15 

—  0.00863 

23 

4-  0.01147 

78 

—  0.01419 

16 

—  0.01607 

16 

—  0.01013 

24 

■  4-  0.01157 

70 

—  0.01499 

17 

—  0.01791 

17 

—  0.01161 

26 

4-  0.01068 

80 

0.01579 

18 

0.01974 

18 

—  0.01311 

26 

4-  0.01979 

81 

—  0.01659 

19 

—  0.011 56 

19 

—  0.01459 

27 

-i-  0.01890 

82 

—  0.01738 

20 

—  0.01338 

20 

—  0.01607 

28 

4-  0.01801 

83 

—  0.01819 

21 

—  0.01519 

21 

—  0.01754 

29 

4"  0.01713 

84 

—  0.01898 

22 

—  0.01699 

22 

—  0.0 1 901 

30 

4-  0.01614 

85 

—  0.01978 

23 

—  0.01879 

23 

0.01047 

31 

4-  0.01536 

86 

—  0.03057 

24 

—  0.03057 

24 

—  0.01194 

32 

4-  0.01448 

87 

—  0.03136 

25 

—  0.03135 

25 

0.01338 

33 

4"  0.01360 

88 

—  0.03116 

30 

—  0.04114 

30 

—  0.03057 

34 

+  0.01173 

89 

—  0.03194 

35 

—  0.04976 

35 

—  0.03765 

35 

4-  0.01185 

90 

—  0.03373 

X 

5T5 


Table  HE.    Beduction  of  Latitude  and  Logarithin  of  the  Earth's  Badius. 

1 


Argument  0  =  Geographical  Latitude. 


Gompretsloo  ss=  ^ 


299.15 


O 

1 
2 
3 

4 
5 


23 
33 


6  0 

7  0 

8  0 
0     0 

10  0 

11  0 


13 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 

18 
19 
30 


21     0 
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Table  m.    Keduction  of  Latitude  and  Logarithm  of  the  Earth's  Badius. 


0'  =  Geocentric  Latitude. 
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TABLE  IV.   Log  A  and  Log  6. 

For  Computing  the  Equation  of  Equal  Altttudes. 
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•3994 

•4  "45 
.4146 

.3885 

.4223 

.37»7 

•43*7 

•3480 

.4458 

.3160 

38 

.4064 

•4049 

•4093 

•3993 

.3882 

-4»»4 
.4226 

•3713 

•43*9 

•3476 

.4460 

-3"54 
.3148 

39 

4»6s 

.4049 

.4093 

.3991 

-4H7 

.3880 

.3710 

•433" 

•347" 

•4463 

40 

9.4065 

9.4048 

9.4094 

9.3990 

9.4148 

9.3878 

9.4227 

9-3707 

9-4333 

93467 

9.446c 
.4468 

9.3142 

41 

.4065 

.4048 

.4095 

.3988 

.4149 

.3875 

.4229 

•3703 

•4335 

.3462 

•3"3S 

42 

.4066 

.4047 

.4095 
.4096 

.3987 

.4150 

.3873 

.4231 

.3700 

-4337 

•3457 

4470 

.3129 

43 

.4047 

.3985 

.4151 

.3871 

.4232 

.3696 

•4339 

•3453 
-3448 

•4473 

-3"*3 
.31161 

44 

.4060 

.4046 

.4097 

.3984 

.4152 

.3868 

•4*34 

.3693 

-434" 

•4475 

45 

9.4066 

9.4045 

9.4097 

9.3982 

9-4«54 

9.3866 

9-4*35 

'itre 

9-4343 

9-3443 
•3438 

9-4477 

9.3110 

46 

.4067 

•4045 

.4098 

.3981 

•4155 
.4156 

•3?53 

-4*37 
.423S 

-4345 

.4480 

3"  03 

47 

.4067 

.4044 

.4099 

•3979 
.3978 

.3861 

.3683 

•4347 

•3433 

.448a 

•3097 

48 

.4067 

•4043 

.4100 

•4"  57 

.3859 

.4240 

.3679 

-4349 

•34*9 

-4485 

.3001 

49 

.4068 

.4043 

.4100 

.3976 

.4158 

.3856 

.4242 

-3675 

•435' 

•34*4 

-4487 

.3084 

50 

9.4068 

9.4042 

9.4101 

9-3975 

9.4159 

9-3854 

9-4»43 

9.3672 

94353 

9-34"  9 

9-4490 

9.3078 

51 

.4068 

.4041 

.4102 

•3973 

.4161 

.3851 

-4*45 
.4246 

.3668 

-4355 

•34H 

-449* 

.3071 

52 

.4069 

.4041 

.4103 

•397a 

.4162 

.3840 

.3665 

•4357 

.3409 

•4494 

.3064 

» 

.4069 

.4040 

•4103 

•3970 

.4163 

.3846 

.4248 

.3661 

•4359 

.3404 

■4497 

.3058 

54 

.4069 

.4039 

.4104 

.3969 

.4164 

.3843 

.4250 

•3657 

.4361 

•3399 

.4500 

.3051 

55 

9.4070 

9.4038 

9.410} 
.4106 

9.3967 

9.4165 

9.3841 

9.4251  9.3654 

'1$l 

9-3394 
.3389 

9.4503  9.3044 

4505.    .303» 
.45081    .3031 

56 

.4070 

.4038 

.3965 

.4167 

.3838 

-4»53 

.3650 

57 

.4071 

.4037 

.4107 

.3964 

.4168 

.3836 

•4*55 
.4256 

.3646 

.4368 

-3384 

58 

.4071 

.4036 

.4107 

.3962 

.4169 

•3833 

•3643 

•4370 

•3379 

-45  "Oi    .3014 

59 

.4071 

•4035 

.4108 

.3960 

.4170 

.3830 

.4258J    .3639 

•437* 

•3374 

-45"3.    •30"7| 

60 

9.4072  9.4034 

9-4109  9-3959 

9.4172-9.3828! 

9.4260  9  3635 

9-4374 

93369 

945«5}9-3oio| 

578 


TABLE  ly.   Log  A  a&d  Log  B. 

For  Computini^  the  Equation  of  Equal  Altitudes. 


F«»r  NiKm,  A  —    ) 
Pur  Midiiiglit,  A  -ri 

ARGUMENT  =  ELAPSED 

TIME. 

4 

1  For  Nwni  or 
1  MiclniKitt,  n  4- 

\i 

& 

r 

fi 

;* 

9* 

10" 

• 

11* 

1^ 

l^A 

hnfiB 

lAn^AU^B 

l^A 

U»KJi 

Log^ 

lAiiB 

l*>gA 

Litis  n 

U^A 

I^KiJ 

*o 

9-4515 

9.3010 

9.468c  9.1530 

9-4$84 

9.1874 

9.5115 

9-0943 

9-5379  8.9505 

9.5680 

8.6837 

1 

^5i» 

.3003 
.2996 
.2989 1 

.4688 

.2520 

.4888 

.1861 

.5119 

.09*5 
.0906 

.5384 

•9478 

.5685 

.6770 

2 

-45*" 

4691 

.2511 

.4892 

.1848 

.5123 

•5389 

•9447 

.5691 

.6701 

3 

•45*1 

-4694 

.2502 

•4895 

.1835 

.5127 

.0887 

.5393 
.5398 

.9416 

.5696 

.6612 
.6560 

4 

^2982 

-4697 

.2492 

.4899 

.1822 

.5132 

.0867 

.9384 

.5701 

5 

9.4518 

9-^975 

9-4701 

9.2483 

9.4902 

9.1800 

9.5x36 

9.0848 

9.5403 

.5408 

8.9352 

95707 

8.6488 

G 

•453" 

JI968 

-4704 

.2473 

.4906 

.1706 

.5140 

.0828 

.9320 

.5712 

.6414 

7 

-4534 

.396 1 

-4707 

.2463 

.4910 

.1782 

•5>44 

.0809 

.54" 

.9287 

.5718 

.6339 

8 

-4536 

•a954 

.4710 

.2454 

•49 « 3 

.1769 

.5148 

.0789 

•54"7 

•9*54 

.57*3 
.57*8 

.6262 

9 

•4539 

.2947 

•4713 

.2444 

•49 « 7 

..1756 

•5»53 

.0769 

.5422 

.9221 

.6183 

lO 

9-454* 

9.2940 

9.4716 

9.2434 

9.4921 

9.1742 

9-5«57 
.5161 

9.0749 

9-54*7 

8.9187 

9-5734 

8.6101 

11 

•4544 

.2932 

•47  "9 

.2425 

.4924 

.1728 

.0720 
.0708 

•543* 

•9153 
.9118 

.5739 

.602] 

12 

•4547 

.2925 

-47*3 
•47*6 

.2415 

.4928 

.1715 

.5165 

•5436 

.5745 

-5937 

13 

-4550 

.2918 

.2405 

•493* 

.1701 

.5169 

.0688 

•544J 

.9083 
.9045 

.5750 

-585* 
.5764 

14 

-455* 

.2911 

•47*9 

•*395 

•4935 

.1687 

•5  "74 

.0667 

•5446 

.5756 

15 

9-4555 

•45  5  » 
.4561 

9.2003 
.2896 
.2888 

9-473* 

9.2385 

9-4939 

9.1673 

9.5x78 

9.0646 

9-5451 

8.0013 

.8977 

9.5761 

8.5674 

10 

•4735 
•473» 

.2375 

•4943 
.4946 

.1659 

.5182 

.0625 

.5456 

•5767 

15488 

!  17 

.2365 

.1645 

.5x86 

.0604 

.5461 

.8940 

•577* 

18 

till 

.2S81 

•474* 

•*355 

.4950 

.1630 

.5191 

.0583 

.5466 

.8903 
.8866 

.5778 

•539* 

10 

.2873 

•4745 

.2344 

•4954 

.16x6 

•5«95 

.0561 

.5470 

.5783 

•5*93 

20 

94569 

9.2866 

9.474* 

9-*334 

9-4958 
.4961 

9.1602 

9-5199 

9.0540 

9.5475 

8.8829 

9-5789 

8.5192 
.5088 

21 

.4572  .28^8 

•475 » 

.2324 

.1587 

.5204 
.5208 

.05x8 

.5480 

.8791 

.5794 
.5800 

22 

•4574 

.2850 

•4755 

•4758 
.4761 

.2313 

.4965 

.1573 
.1558 

.0496 

.5485 

.8752 

.4981 

23 

.4577 

.2843 

.2303 

.4969 

.5212 

.0474 

.5490 

iV^ 

.5806 

.4871 

24 

.4580 

.2835 

.2292 

.4973 

•1543 

.5217 

.0452 

.5495 

.8674 

.581X 

-4758 

2o 

9.4583 

9.2827 

9.4764 

9.2282 

9-4977 

9.1528 

9.5221 

9.0429 

9.5500 

8.8634 

9.5817 

8.4641 

-  20 

4588 
.4591 

.2819 

.4768 

.2271 

.4980 

.1513 
.1498 

•1481 
.1468 

•5**5 

.0400 

.5505 

.8594 

.5822 

-45*1 

;  27 

:  28 

.2812 
.280J. 
.2796 

.477 » 
.4774 
•4778 

.2261 
.2250 

1$t 

.5230 
•5*34 

.0383 
.0360 

.5510 
■55'5 

.8553 
.8512 

.5828 
.5834 

•4397 
4270 

20 

-4594 

.2239 

•499* 

.5238 

•0337 

.5520 

.8470 

.5839 

4138 

30 

9-4597 
.4600 

9.2788 

9.4781 

9.2228 

9.4996 

9-1453 

9.5*43 

9.0314 

9.55*5 

8.8427 

9.5845 

84001 

31 

.2780 

:^llt 

.2217 

.5000 

•1437 

•5*47 

.0290 

•5530 

.8384 

.5851 

.3860 

%2 

.4602 

.2772 

.2206 

.5003 

.1422 

-5*5* 

.0206 

.5535 

.8341 

.5856 
.5862 
.5868 

.3713 

33 
34 

■xti 

.276A 
.2756 

.479» 
•4794 

.2195 

.2184 

.5007 
.501 X 

.1406 
.1390 

.5256 
.5261 

.0242 
.0218 

.5540 
.5545 

•8297 
.8253 

.3561 

.3403 

35 

9.461 1 

9.2747 

9-4798 

9.2173 

9.5015 

9.1375 

9.5265 

9.0194 

9.5550 

8.8208 

9.5874 

8-3*39 

30 

.4614 

.2739 

.4801 

.2162 

.5019 

.1359 

.5269 

.0169 

•5555 

.8162 

■5!Z9 

37 

38 

.4617 
.4620 

.2731 

.2723 

tilt 

.2151 
.2140 

.5023 
.5027 

•«343 

.13*7 

.5*74 
.5278 

.0144 
.0119 

.5560 
.5565 

.Sue 
.8068 

.5885 
.5891 

.2888 
.2701 

,  30 

.4622 

.2714 

.48x1 

.2128 

.5031 

.1310 

.5283 

.0094 

.5570 

.8020 

.5897 

.2505 

40 

9.4625 

9.2706 

9.481  c 
.4818 

9.2117 

9-5035 
.5038 

9-1*94 
.1278 

9.5287 

9.0069 

9.5576 

8.7972 

9.5902 

8.2209 
.2082 

41 

.4628 

.2698 
.2689 

.2105 

.5292 

.0043 

•55SJ 

•79*3 

.7873 

.5908 

4i 

.4631 

.4821 

.2004 

.2082 

.5042 

.1261 

.5296 

.0017 

.5586 

.5914 

.1853 

43 

.4634 

.2681 

.4825 

.5046 

.X24A 

.1228 

.5301 

8.9991 

.5591 

.7823 

.5920 

.1611 

44 

1 

.4637 

.2672 

.4828 

.2070 

.5050 

•5305 

.9965 

.5596 

.7772 

-59*6 

.1354 

45 

9.4640 

9.2664 

9.4832 

9.2059 

9-5054 
•5058 
.5062 

9.X21X 

9.5310 

8.9938 

9-5601 

8.7720 

^    ^  £%. 

9593' 

8.X080 

\   40 

.4646 

.2646 

•4835 

.2047 

.1x94 

-53'5 

.9884 

.5606 

.7668 

•5937 

.0786 

47 

.4839 

.2035 

.1177 

•53>9 

.5612 

.7614 

.5943 

.0470 

48 

.4649 

.2638 

4842 

.2023 

.5066 

.X159 

•53*4 
•53*8 

.9857 

.5617 

.7560 

.5949 

.0128 

49 

.4652 

.2629 

.4846 

.2011 

.5070 

.X142 

.9830 

.5622 

.7505 

-5955 

7.9756 

50 

94555 

9.2620 

9.4849 

9.1909 

.1987 

95074 
.5078 

9.1125 

9.5333 

8.9802 

9.^627 

8.7449 

9-5961 

7,0148 
.8897 

51 

.2611 

ti 

.XI07 

.5337 

•9774 

'^^i 

-739* 

•5967 

52 

.2602 

•1974 

.5082 

.X089 

.534* 

•9745 

.5638 

•7335 
.7276 

-5973 

.8191 
.7817 

!  53 

.4664 

-»593 
.2584 

.1962 

.5086 

.1072 

.5347 

'^lll 

^564^ 

-5979 
-5985 

!  54 

.4667 

.4863 

.1950 

.5091 

.1054 

.5351 

.9688 

.7217 

-7 '54 

'55 

9.4670  9.2  57  J 
.4671  .2566 

9.4867 

9.1937 

95095 

9.1036 

9.5356 
.5361 

8.9659 

95654 

8.7156 

9-599" 

7.6368  j 

50 

4870 

.1925 

.5099 

.1017 

.9630 

.5664 

.7094 

-59971  .5405 

57 

.4676  .2557 

.4874 

.1912 

.5103 

.0909 

.0981 

•5365 

.9600 

.7032 
.6968 

.6003  4.162 

58 

.4679  .2548 

.4877 

.1900 
.1887 

.5107 

•5370 

.9570 

.5669 

.6009  .2407 

59 

.4682  .2539 

.4881 

.5111 

.0962 

•5375  .9540 

•5675 

.6903 

.6015  6.9591 

eo 

9.4685  9.2530 

9.4884  9.1874 

95"5 

9.0943 

9-5379  8  9509 

9.5680 

8.6837 

9.6021  /»/. 

579 


TABLE  IV.   Log  A.  mi  Log  B. 


For  Computing  the 

KquAtion 

of  Equal  Altitudes. 

r 

Fol  MWnfVhtr^  +  }                    AROUMENT  =  ELAPSED   TIME. 

Fur  Ximn  or 
Miihiight,/}- 

li 

m 
0 

12* 

IS'    , 

14* 

15* 

IC* 

iV 

9.6011 

\*vn 

L»l<  A      Lu;;  Ji 

Li^gA 

hi>gB 

Log  A 

l^B 

LogA\    UfgB 

LogA 

9.63?; 

ur. 

9.6406!  8.7563 

9.6841 

9.0971 

9^7333 

9.3161 

97895   94884 

9-8539 

1 

.6017 

6.9603 

.6412]     .7641 

■52+! 

.1014 

734* 

.3194 

.7905!     .4911 

•JS50 

.64c- 

2 

.6033 

7.1431 

.6419I     .7718 

.6856 

.1057 

.7360 

•3**5 
.3156 

•79 « 5 

•4937 
•4903 

.8562 

.6431 

:j 

,6039 

.4198 

.6426;     .7794 

.6864 

.1099 

■79*5 

•!5Z3 

•«45i 

4 

.6045 

'5453 

.6433!     .7868 

.6871 

.1141 

7369 

.3187 

•7935 

•4990 

•8585 

•647^ 

5 

9.6051 

7.6428 

9.6440 

8.7942 

9.6879  9.1183 

9 

7378 

9.3319 

97945 

9.5016 

9-5^7 

9.65C1 

G 

.6057I    .7226 

•6447 

•8015 

.6887  .1224 

7386 

.3350 

7955 

.5041 

.8608 

.6526 

7 

.6063 

.7901 

•6454 

.8087 

.6895!  •1165 

7395,    .3380 

.7965 

.5068 

.8610 

.65^0 

8 

.6o6g 

.8488 

.6461 

.8158 

.6903  .1306 

7404!    .3411 

•7975 
.7986 

.5094 

.8632 

-65:5 

0 

.6075 

.9005 

.6467 

.8117 

.6911  .1347 

7413     .3441 

.5110 

.8644 

•6597 

10 

0.6082 

7.9469 

9.6474 

8.8296 

9.6919  9.1387 

9 

7411!  9.3471 

9.7996 

9.5146 

9.8655 

9.6611 

11 

.608S 

.9b'89 

.6481 

.8364 

.6916;  .1428 

743> 

.3503 

.8006 

.5171 

.8667 

.664+ 

12 

.6094 

8.0273 

.6488 

.8432 

.6934  .1468 

.7440 

•3533 
•3563 

.8016 

•5»97 

.8679 

.666S 

13 

.6100 

.0627 

.6495 

.8498 

.6941  .1 507 

7449 
.7458 

.8017 

•5**3 
-5*4» 

.8691 

.6691 

14 

.6106 

.0955 

.6502 

.8564 

.69501  .1547 

•3593 

•8037 

.8703 

.671? 

15 

9.6112 

8.1260 

9.6509 

8.8628 

9.6958'  9.1  j86 
.6966J    .1625 

9 

7467 

9.3613 

9.8047 

9-5*74 

9-87MI9.673M 

10 

.6119]    *i547 

.6516      .8692 

.7476 
7485 

•3653 

.8058 

.5300 

•87*7 

.6762 

17 

.6125;    .1816 

.6523      .8756 

.6974     .1664 

.3683 

.8068 

•53*5 

.8739 

if' 

18 

.6131 

.2071 

.6530I     .8818 

.6982-    .1703 

7494 

•3713 

.8078 

•5351 

•8751 
.8763 

.68c9 

19 

.6137 

.2312 

.653S 

.8880 

.6990I    .1741 

7503     .3741 

.8089 

•5376 

.683s 

20 

9,6144 

8.2541 

9-6545 

8.8941 

9.699819.1779 

9 

.7511  9.377* 

9.8099 

9.5401 

9.8775' 9.«85M 

21 

#6150 

.2759 

.6552 

.9002 

.7006'    .i;ii7 

75** 

.3801 

.8110 

•54*7 

•8787     "^ 

.6879 

22 

.6icC 
.6163 

.29O7 

•6559 

.9062 

.7014!    .1855 

753> 

.3860 

.8110 

•545* 

.8812 

.69C3 

23 

.3160 

.6566 

.9111 

.7021 

.1893 

7540 

.8131 

.5477 

.691b 

24 

'6169}    .3357 

•6573 

.9180 

.7030 

.1930 

7549 

.3889 

.8141 

.5501 

.8814 

.6949. 

25 

9.6175 

8.3540 

9.6580 

8.9238 

9.7038 

9.1967 

9 

7558 

9.3918 

9.8151 

9.5518 

9.8836 

9  6973 
.6996 

20 

.6182 

•3717 

.6588 

.9295 

•7047 

,.1004 

7568 

.3947 

.8161 

•5553 

.8848 

27 

.6i8g 

.3J87 

.6595 

•935- 

•7055 

.2041- 

7577 

.3976 

'l^V 

•5578 

.8861 

.7019 

28 

.6194 

.4051 

.6602      ,9408 

.7063 

.1078 

7586 

.4005 

.8184 

.5603 

.8873 

■j;^ 

29 

.6201 

.4210 

.6609      ,9464 

.7071 

.1114 

7595     .4033 

.8194 

.5618 

.8885 

30 

9.6207 

8.4363' 

9.66161  8.9519 

9.7079 

9.1150 

9 

7605  9.4061 

9.8205 
.8216 

9-5653 

9.8898 

9-70*9 

31 

.6214 

.4512 

.6624'     .9573 

.7088 

.1186 

,7614 

.4090 

•5677 

.8910 

.7111 

1  32 

.6220 

.4657 

.6631      .9627 

.7096 

.1222 

7614 

.4119 

.8227 

.5701 

.8913 

.7136 

33 

.6226 

.4796 

.6638 

.9681 

.7104    .2258 

7633 

.4147 

•5*37 

.57*7 

!894S 

7M9 
.7182 

34 

.6233 

'493* 

.6645 

•9734 

.7112;    .2293 

764* 

•4*75 

.8148 

•575* 

1  35 

9.6239 

8.5064 

9.6653 

8.9787 

9.7111  9.1319 

9 

7651 
7661 

9.4104 

9.8159 

9^5777 

9.8961 

9.710J 

33 

.6246 

.5x92 

.6660 

.9839 

.7119 

.1364 

•4*3* 
.4160 

•5*2*" 

.5801 

18986 

37 

.6252 

.5318 

.6667 

.9891 

•7«37 

.1399 

7671 

.8181 

.5826 

.7151 

38 

.6259 

.5440 

.6675 

.9942 

.7146 

.143  V 

7680 

.4188 

.8191 

.5850 

.8999 

.7*75 
.7*9» 

30 

.6265 

•5559 

.6682 

•9993 

.7154 

.1468 

7690 

-43 '6 

.8303 

.5875 

.9011 

40 

9.6172 

8.5675 

9.6690 

9.0043 

9.7161 

9.1503 

9 

7699 

9-4343 

9.8314 

9.5900 

99014 

973*^ 

41 

.6279 

.5788 

.6697 

.0093 

.7171 

•*537 

7709 

•437" 

•!3*l 
.8336 

•59*4 

.9037 

•"^Ji 

4i 

.6285 

.5899 
.6008 

.6704 

.0142 

•7«79 

.1571 

7718 

•439? 

.5948 

.90C0 
.9063 

.73*7 

1  43 

.6292 

.6712 

.0191 

.7187 

.1605 

77*8 

.4416 

•5347 

•5973 

.7390 

44 

.6298 

.6114 

.6719 

.0140 

.7196 

.1639 

7738 

•4454 

.8358 

•5997 

.9075 

.74>3 

45 

9.6305  8.6218 

9.6727 

9.0188 

9.7104  9.1673 

9 

7747 

9.4481 

9.8369 

9.6021 

9.9088 

9-743^ 

46 

.6311 

.6320 

.6734 

.0336 

.7113     .1706 

7757 
7767 

.4509 

.8380 

.6046 

.9101 

•745'^ 
74^'- 

47 

.6318 

.6419 

.6742 

.0384 

.7111     .1740 

•4536 

.8391 

.6070 

.9114 

'   48 

.6325 

,6517 

.6749 

.0431 

.7130     .1773 
.7138I    .1806 

7776     .4563  1 

.8401 

.6094 

.9117    .75«'>| 

49 

.6331 

.6613 

.6757 

.0478 

.7786 

.4590 

.8414 

.6119 

.9140 

.7529 

50 

9.6338 

8.6707 

9.6764 

9.0524 

9.7147!  9.1839 

9 

7796 

94617 

9.8415 

'iWy 

99'54 

9-7552 

51 

•6345 

.6799 

.6771 

.0570 

.71561    .1871 

7806 

.4644 

.8436 

.9167 

757.^ 

_  _  w 

52 

.6351 

.6890 

.6779 

.0616 

.7164 

.1905 

7815 

4671 

.8447 

.6191 

.9180 

•1' 

53 

.6365 

.6979 

.6787 

.0661 

•7*73 

.1937 

7815 

.4698 

.8459 

.6115 

•9"93 
.9106 

.7611 

54 

.7067 

•6795 

.0707 

.7181 

.1970 

7835 

•47*5 

.8470 

.6139 

.7644 

55 

9637218.7153 

9.6802 

9.0752 

9.7190!  9.3001 

9 

7845'  9-475* 

9.8481 

9.626) 

9.9S10  9.7''^' 

i  50 

•63781 .7*37 

.6810 

.0796 

•7*99     -3034 
.7307     .3066 

7855'    -4778 
.7865!    ^.805 

.8493 

.6187 

.913}    -7^ 

,'  57 

.6385  .7311 

.6818 

•0840 

.8516 

.6311 

;  58 

.6392  .7402 

.6815 

.0928 

.7316 

.3098 

7875     •483' 

•6335 

.9160  .773^ 

!  *» 

.6399 

.7483 

.6833 

•73*4 

.3130 

7885'    wi.858 

.8517 

•6359 

.9173    -775') 

j  00 19.6406!  8.7563 

9.6841 

9.0971 

97333' 9-316* 

9 

7895^  9.4884 

98539 

9.6383 

9.9187 

9-77*M 
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1AELE  IV.   Log  A  and  Log  B. 


For 

Computixig  the 

Equation  of  Equal  Altitudes. 

For  MwSightr^  +  }        ARGUMENT  =  ELAPSED  TIME, 

> 

For  Noon  or 
Midnight,  9  — 

Hi 

18* 

19* 

20* 

21* 

2 

2* 

hogB 

23* 

!iP 

hogA 

hogB 

hogA      hogB     L 

og^ 

lA*t;B 

hogA 

hogB 

U*gA 

hogA 

LorB 

o 

9.9187 

9.7782 

1 
0.0172  9-9x67  0. 

1249 

0.0625 

0.2623 

0.2279 

0.4523 

0.4372 

0.7689 

0.7652 

1 

.9300 

.7804 

.0188:  .9190 

X269 

.0650 

.2649 

.2309 

.4562 

.44x4 

.7765 

•77*9 

2 

•93  H 

.7827 

.0204:  .9213 

1290 

.0676 

.2676 

.2339 

.4601 

■4455 

.7842 

•7807 

t\  f\  ^ 

3 

•93*7 

.7850 

.0221 1  .9237   . 

I3I0 

.070  X 

.2702 

.2370 

.46^0 
.4680 

•4497 

.7920 

.7886 

4 

.9341 

.7873 

.0237 

.9260 

1330 

.0727 

.2729 

.2401 

.4540 

.8000 

.7967 

5 

9-9355 
.9368 

9.7896 

0.0253 

9.9284  0. 

'35» 

0.0753 

0.2756 

0.245  ' 
.2462 

0.4720 

0.4582 
.4625 

0.808  X 

0.8049 

a 

.7919 

.0270 

.9307  . 

1371 

.0779 

.2783 

.4761 

.8163 

1'33 

7 

.9382 

•794a 

•7955 
.7988 

.0286 

.9331 

i39» 

.0805 

.2810 

.2493 

.4801 

.4668 

.8247 

.8218 

8 

.9396 

.0303 

•9355   • 

1412 

.0830 

.2838 
.2865 

.2524 

14884 

.4711 

■8333 

.8305 

0 

.9410 

•03 '.9 

.9378   . 

>433 

.0856 

.2556 

•4755 

.8420 

.8393 

lO 

9.9424 

9.801 1 

0.0336 

9.9402  0. 

"454 

0.0882 

0.2893 

0.2587 
.2619 

0.4926 

0.4799 

0.8508 

0.8483 

11 

•9437 

.8034 

•0353 

.9426 

1475 
1496 

.0909 

.2921 

.4968 

.4844 

.8599 

.8691 

.8786 

.8574 
.8667 

12 

•945 « 
.9465 

.80C7 
.8080 

•®37o 
^386 

•9449   - 

•0935 
.0961 

.2949 

.2650 

.5010 

.4889 

13 

•9473   ■ 

1538 

•2977 

.2682 

•5053 

•4934 

.8763 

#%  tf^  ^ 

14 

•9479 

.8x03 

.0403 

•9497 

.0987 

.3005 

.27x4 

•5097 

.49i>o 

.8882 

.8860 

15 

9-9493 
.9508 

9.8x26 

0.0420 

9.9520  0 
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0.1013 

0.3054 
.3063 

0.2746 

0.5140 
.5184 

0.5026 

0.8980 

0.89J9 
.9060 

16 

.8149 

.0437 

19568 

.1602 

.1040 
.1066 

.2778 

.5072 

.9080 

17 

•95" 

.8172 

.0454 

.3091 

.2811 

.5229 

.5118 

.9183 

.9x64 

18 

.9536 

.8195 

.0472 

.9616 

.1623 

.1093 

.3120 

.2876 

.5*74 

.5165 

.9288 

.9270 

19 

•9550 

.82x8 

.0489 

.1645 

.1119 

.3x50 

•53'9 

.5213 

•9396 

.9378 

i  20 

9.9564 

9.8241 
.8264 

0.0506 

9.96A0  0 
.9664 

1667 

0. 1 1 46 

o-3'79 
.3208 

0.2909 

0.5365 

0.5261 

0.9506 

.9618 

0.9^89 
.9603 

{   21 

•9579 

.0513 

.1689 

.1173 

.2942 

•54" 

.5300 
•535^ 

22 

•9593 
.9607 

.8287 

.0541 

.9687 

.1711 

.1200 

.3218 
.3268 

.*975 

•5458 

•9734 

•9719 

23 

.8310 

.0558 

.9711 

•»733 

.1226 

.3008 

■5505!  -5407 

•9853 

.9859 
.9961 

24 

.9622 

•8333 

.0576 

•9735 

•1755 

.X253 

.3298 

.3041 

•5553 

•5457 

•9975 

25 

9.9636 

9.8356 

0.0593 

9.9760  0 

.1777 

0.1280 

0.3328 

0.3075 

0.5601 

0.5507 

I.OIOO 

1.0087 

26 

.9605 

.8379 

.0611 

.9784 

.1799 

.1308 

•3359 

.3109 

.5649 
.5698 

•5557 

.0228 

.0216 

27 

.8402 

.0628 

.9808 

.1821 

•n35 
.1362 

.33^9 

•3'43 

.5608 

.0361 

.03  CO 

.0628 

28 

.9680 

.8425 
.844§ 

.o6a6 
.0664 

.9832 

.1844 

.3420 

•3'77 

.5748 

.5660 

■04^7 
.06^8 

29 

.9695 

.9856 

.1867 

.1389 

•3451 

.3211 

.5798 

.57x2 

30 

9.9709 

9.847X 

0.0682 

9.9880  0 

.1889 

0.1417 

0.3482 

0.3245 

0.5848 

0.5764 

1.0783 

1.0774 

31 

.9724 

.8494 

.0700 

.9904 

.19x2 

.1444 

•35M 

.3280 

.5899 

.5817 

.0934 

.0925 

32 

•9739 

.8517 

.0718 

.9929 

•'935 

.1472 

•3545 

•33>5 

•595> 
.0005 

.6056 

.5871 

.1089 

.1081 

33 

•9754 
.9769 

iir. 

.0736 

•9953 

.X9j8 

.1499 

•3577 

•3350 

•5915 

.1250 

.1242 

34 

.0754 

•9977 

.1981 

.1527 

.3609 

.3385 

•5979 

.X4I6 

.1409 

35 

99784 
.9798 

9.8C86 
.8009 

0.0772 

0.0002  0. 

>200A 
.2028 

o.«555 

0.3641 

0.3420 

0.61 10 

0.6034 

1.1590 

1. 1583 

36 

.0790 

.0026 

.1582 

.XOIO 

.3674 

•3456 

.6164 
.6218 

.6090 

.1770 

.1764 

37 

.9813 

.8632 

.0809 

.0051 

.2051 

.3706 

.349 » 

.6147 

.1958 

.1952 

38 

.9829 

.8655 

.0827 

•  .0075   . 

,207  c 

.1678 
.X657 

•3739 

.35*7 

.6273 

.6204 

.2154 

.2149 

39 

.9844 

.8678 

.0845 

.0100 

,2098 

•377* 

.3563 

.6329 

.6261 

•2359 

•*354 

40 

9.9859 

9.«79» 

0  0864 

0.0124  0 

.2122 

0.1695 

0.3805 

0-3599 
.3636 

0.6386 

0.63x9 

"•»573 

1.2569 

41 

•9!74 

.872A 
.8748 

.0883 

.0149  . 

2146 

.1723 

.3839 

.6443 

.6378 

.2799 

•*795  1 

42 

.9889 

.0901 

.0173 

.2170 

.I7JI 
.1780 

.3873 

.3673 

.6501 

.6438 

.3017 
.3288 

•30331 

43 

.9904 

.8771 

.0920 

.0x98 

.219A 
2218 

.3907 

.3710 

.6560 
.66x9 

.649S 

.3285 

44 

.9920 

.8794 

.0939 

.0223 

.1808 

.3941 

.3747 

.6559 

•3554 

•355* 

45 

9-9935 

9.8817 

0.0958 

0.0248  0 

2243 

0.1837 
.x866 

0-3975 

0.3784 

0.6679 

0.662 1 

1.3837 

X.3835 

'  •4138 
.4463 

46 

.9966 

.8840 
.8863 

.0976 

.0272 

2267 

.4010 

.3822 

.6740 
.6802 

.6684 

.41A0 
.4465 

47 

.0995 

.0297  . 

,2292 

.1895 

■4045 
.4080 

.3859 

.6747 

48 

.9982 

.8887 

.1015 

.0322 

2316 

.1924 

.3897 

.6865 
.6928 

.6811 

.4815 

.4814 

49 

.9998 

.89x0 

.X034 

.0347   . 

»34« 

•1953 

.4115 

.3936 

.6876 

.5196 

•5"95 

.50 

0.0013 

9-f933 
.8956 

.8980 

0.X053 

0.0372  0 

2366 

0.1982 

0.41 5 1 

0.3974 

0.6993 

0.6942 

1.J613 

.6074 

1. 5612 
.6073 

51 

•0029 

.X072 

.0397   . 

2391 

.2011 

.4187 

.40' 3 

.7058 

.7008 

52 

.00A4 
.0060 

.1092 

.0422 

24x6 

.2040 

.4223 

.4052 

.7124 

.7076 

.6588 

.6587 

53 

.9001 
.9026 

.XIII 

.0447   . 

2442 

.2070 

.4260 

.4091 

.7191 

.7144 

.7171 

.7171 

!  54 

.0076 

.1131 

.0473   . 

2467 

.2099 

•4*97 

.4130 

.7*59 

.72x4 

•7844 

•7843 

1  55 

0.0092 

9.9050 

0.1150 

0.0498  0. 

2493  0-2IS9 

0.4334  0.4170 

0.7328 

0.7284 

1.8638  X.8638 

1  5G 

.0108 

.907  J 
.9096 

.1170J  .0523 

2^18  .2159 

.4371  4210 

•7398 

•7355 
.7428 

.9610  .9610 

;  57 

.0124 

.1190I  .0548 

2544  .zii^o 

.4408;  .4250 

.7469 

2.0863  2.0863 

58 

.0140*  .9120 

.1209 

.0574  . 

2570  .2219 

.4446  .4291 

•754« 

.7501 

.2627   .2627 

59 

.0156I  .9143 

.1229 

•0599  • 

2596J  .2249 

.4485  .4331 

.7615 

•7576 

2.5640  2.5640 

JO^ 

0.0172  9.9167 

0.1249'  0.0625  lo. 

2623'  0.2279 

0.4523  0.4372 

0.7689  0.7652 

/«/.     /«/. 
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Table  V.   Beduction  to  the  Meridian. 


m  = 

2  Bin<  }  t 
sin  1" 

t 

0m 

1- 

a« 

8- 

4- 

4 

5- 

6^ 

7* 

8- 

s 

n 

ft 

// 

/f 

n 

ff 

tt 

t* 

f* 

1        0 

o.oo 

1.96 

7,8j 
8.12 

17.67 

31.68 

49.09 

70.68 

96.10 

iac.65 
X2.6.17 

1 

0.OO 

2.03 

17.87 

49-41 

71.07 

96.66 

*z 

o.oo 

2.10 

18.07 

31.94 

49-74 

7'-*7 

97.11 

126.70 

3 

o.oo 

2.x6 

8.25 

18.27 

32.20 

50.07 

71.86 

97.58 

127.11 

4 

O.OI 

1.23 

8.39 

18.47 

3»-47 

50.40 

71.26 

98.04 

«a7-75 

5 

O.OI 

a.31 

8.52 
8.66 

18.67 

3»-74 

50-73 

71.66 

98.50 

128.28 

6 

o.o* 

238 

18.87 

33.01 

51.07 

73.06 

98.97 

128.91 

7 

0.02 

»-45 

8.80 

19.07 
19.28 

33-»7 

51.40 

73.46 

99-43 

129.^4 

8 

0.03 

a.oo 

8.9A 
9.08 

33  54 
33.81 

5«-74 

73.86 

99.90 

129.87 

9 

0.04 

19.48 

51.07 

74.16 

100.37 

130.40 

lO 

0.05 

2.67 

9.22 

19.69 

340? 
3436 
34.64 

52.41 

74.66 

100.84 

130.94 

11 

0.06 

2.75 
2.83 

9.36 

1990 

5»-75 

75.06 

101.31 

131.47 

12 

0.08 

950 
9.64 

20.11 

5309 

7c;t? 
7619 

101.78 

X31.CI 

13 

0.09 

2.91 

20.32 

3491 

53-43 

102.15 

n^'Ss 

14 

CXI 

2.99 

9-79 

20.53 

3S«9 

53-77 

102.72 

13309 

15 

O.Il 

3.07 

9-94 

20.74 

35.46 

54.11 

76.69 

103.20 

i33.63 

16 

O.IJ. 
O.IO 

3  "5 

10.09 

20.95, 
21.16 

35-74 
36.02 

54.46 
54.80 

77.10 

103.67 

134.17 

17 

3*3 

10.24 

77-5« 

104.15 

»34  7i 

18 

0.18 

3-3* 

10.39 

21.58 
21.00 

36.30 

5515 

7793 
7*-34 

104.63 

135-15 

10 

0.20 

3.40 

X0.54 

36.58 

5550 

105.10 

13580 

20 

0.22 

3-49 

3-5» 
3.67 

10.69 

21.82 

36.87 

55.84 
56.19 

78.7} 
79.16 

io6jo6 

'5**34 

21 

0.2d. 

0.26 

X0.84 

22.03 

37«5 

13688 

22 

11.00 

22.25 

37.44 

56.55 

79-58 
80.00 

106.55 

>37-43 

23 

0.28 

3.76 

11.15 

22.47 

37.7* 

56-90 

107.03 

137-98 

24 

0.31 

3-85 

11.31 

22.70 

38.01 

57.15 

80.42 

107.51 

138-53 

25 

0.34 

394 

II.J7 
11.63 

22.92 

38.30 

57.60 

8a84 
81.26 

107.99 

X  39.08 

2G 

0.37 

4.03 

23.14 

39->7 

57.96 

108.48 

139.65 

27 

28 

0.40 
0.46 

4.12 
4.22 

11.79 
11.95 

a3-37 
23.60 

58.12 
58.68 

81.68 
82.10 

108.97 
109.46 

X40.1] 

140.74 

20 

4.32 

12.11 

23.82 

39.46 

59-03 

82.52 

109.95 

141.19 

30 

0.49 

4,42 

12.27 

14.0c 

39-76 

59.40 

83.38 

110.44 

141.85 

31 

0.52 

4.62 

12.A3 
12.60 

2428 

40.05 

59.75 
60.11 

110.93 

14140 

3^ 

0.56 

24.51 

4035 
40.65 

83.81 

111.43 

141.96 

33 

0.59 

4.82 

12.76 

a4-74 
24.9S 

60.A7 
60.84 

84.25 
84.66 

111.91 

143-51 

34 

0.63 

12.93 

40-95 

X  12.41 

144.08 

35 

0.67 

4.92 

13.10 

25.21 

41.25 

61.20 

85.09 

112.90 

14464 

3G 

0.71 

503 

13.27 

mi 

4»-55 
41.85 

61.57 

85.52 

113.40 

14520 

37 

0.75 

5>3 

13.44 

61.94 

86.39 
86.81 

113.90 

145-76 

38 

0.79 

0.83 

5.24 

13.62 

26.16 

42.15 

62.31 
62.68 

XI  4.40 

146.33 

30 

5-34 

13.79 

4»-45 

1,14.90 

146.89 

40 

0.87 

545 

1396 

26  40 
26.64 
26.88 

42.76 

63.05 

87.16 

1x5.40 

147.46 

41 

0.91 

5.56 

14.13 

43.06 

63.42 

5z-7^ 

115.90 

116.40 

148.03 

42 

0.96 

14.31 

43-68 

63.79 

88.14 

148.60 

43 

1. 01 

5.78 

14.49 

17.12 

64.16 

88.57 

116.90 

149.17 

44 

X.06 

5.90 

14.67 

a7-37 

43-99 

64.54 

89.01 

117.41 

H9-74 

45 

1. 10 

6.01 

14.85 

27.61 

44.50 
4461 

64.91 

89I9 

117.91 

150.21 

40 

I.I5 

6.13 

1503 

27.86 
28.10 

65.29 

118.43 

i5o8>' 

47 

1.20 

6.24 

15.21 

44.92 

66.05 

903; 

118.94 

151.45 

48 

J. 26 

»539 

28.60 

45.24 

90.78 

119.4c 
1x9.96 

152.C3 

40 

1.31 

6.48 

15-57 

45.55 

66.43 

91.13 

152.61 

50 

1.36 

6.60 

15.76 

28.85 

46.18 

66.81 

91.68 

120.47 

«53»9 

51 

1.42 

6.72 

1595 
16.14 

29  10 

67.58 

92.12 

120.98 

153-77 

52 

X.48 

6.84 
6.96 

29.36 
29.61 

46. CO 
46.82 

9*-57 

121.49 

15435 

53 

1-53 

16.32 

67.96 

9302 

111.01 

154-93 

i      54 

1 

1.59 

7.09 

16.51 

29.86 

47."  4 

68.35 

93-47 

121-53 

i5S-5» 

!      55 

1.65 

7.21 

16.70 

30.1a 

47.46 

68.73 

93.92 

113.05 

156.09 

50 

1.71 

7-34 
746 
7,60 

i6.8q 

30.58 
30.64 

47-79 

69.12 

94.J8 
94.83 

113.57 

156.67 

67 

1.77 

48.11 

69.51 

114.09 

157.J5 : 

i       58 

X.83 

17.28 

30.90 

48.4J 
48.76 

69.90 

95.29 

114.61 

157.84 

50 

1.89 

7-7* 

17-47 

31.16 

70.29 

95-74 

115.13 

158.43 
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TaUft  Y.    Bedaction  to  tiie  Meridian. 


m 


2  sin*  i  t 
sin  l'*" 


O 
1 
*i 
3 

4 

5 
0 

7 
8 
0 

10 
U 
12 
13 
14 

15 
10 
17 

18 
19 

20 
21 
22 
23 
24 

25 
20 
27 
28 
29 

30 
31 
32 
33 
34 

35 
36 

37 
38 
39 

40 
41 
42 
43 
44 

45 

40 

47 
48 
40 

50 
51 
52 
53 
54 

55 
50 
57 

58 
59 


9- 

10- 

ft 

» 

159.02 

196.32 

1C9.61 
160.20 

196.97 

^97-6  J 
198.28 

160.80 

161.39 

198.94 

161.98 

199.60 

162  58 

200.26 

163.17 

200.92 

163.77 

201.59 

»64.37 

202.25 

.16497 

202.92 

165.57 

203.58 

166.17 

204.25 

166.77 

204.92 

167.37 

105.59 

167.97 

206.26 

168.58 

206.93 
207.60 

169.19 

169.80 

208.27 

170.41 

208.94 

171.02 

209.62 

171.63 

210.30 

172.24 

210.98 

172.85 

211.66 

173-47 

212.34 

17408 

213.02 

174.70 

213.70 

'75  3» 

214.38 

176.56 

215.07 

a>S-75 

i77-i« 

216.44 

177.80 

217.12 

178.43 

21781 

179.05 
179.68 

218.50 

219.19 

180.30 

219.88 

180.93 
181.56 

220.58 

221.27 

182.19 

221.97 

182.82 

222.00 

183.46 

223.36 

184.09 

224.06 

184.72 

224.76 

185.35 

226.16 

185.99 

186.63 

226.86 

187*27 

227.57 

187.91 

228.27 
228.98 

188.55 

189.19 

229.68 

189.83 

230.39 

190.47 

231.10 

191.12 

231.81 

191.76 

232.52 

192.41 

»33»4 

193.06 

»33?5 

234.67 

193.71 

194.36 

23J.38 
236.10 

195.01 

195.66 

236.82 

11- 


w 


a37-54 
238.26 

238.98 

239.70 

240.42 

241.14 
241.87 
242.60 

»43-33 
244.06 

244.79 
245.52 
246.25 
246.98 
247.72 

248.45 
249.19 
249.93 
250.67 
251.41 

252.15 
252.89 
253.63 

»54-37 
255.12 

25J.87 
256.62 

»57.37 
258.12 

258.87 

259.62 
260.37 
261.12 
261.88 
262.64 

263.39 
264.15 
264.91 
265.68 
266.44 

267.20 
267.96 
268.73 
269.49 
270.20 

271.02 
271.79 
272.56 

*73-34 
274.11 

274.88 
275.65 
276.43 
277.20 
277.98 

278.76 

*Z9-5S 
280.'!') 

*8iJl; 
281.90! 


1«- 


// 


282.68 
283.47 
284.26 
285.04 
285.83 

286.62 
287.41 
288.20 
289.00 
289.79 

290.58 
291J38 
292.18 
292.98 
293.78 

294.58 
295.38 
296.18 
296.99 
297.79 

298.60 
299.40 
00.21 
01.02 
01.83 

02.6± 

03.40 

04.27 
05.09 

05.90 
06.72 

08.36 

09.18 
10.00 


10.82 
11.65 

12.47 
13.30 

14.12 

14.9c 
15.78 

16.61 

17.44 
18.27 

19.10 
I9.9± 
20.78 
21.62 
22.45 

23.29 
24.13 

24.97 
25.81 
26.66 

27.50 
28.35 
29.19 
30.04 
30.89 


It" 


// 


33 '-74 
331-59 
333.44 
334»9 
335»5 

336.00 
336.86 

337-7» 
338.58 

339-44 

340.  JO 
341.16 
342.02 
342.88 

343-75 

344.62 

345-49 
346.36 

347-»3 
348.10 

348.07 

349-^4 
350.71 

35'-5; 
352.46 

353-34 
354.22 

355-10 

356.86 

357-74 
358.62 

359-5> 
360.10 

361.2S 

362.17 
363.07 
363.06 
364.85 

365-75 

366.64 

36753 
368.42 

369.31 

370.21 

371. II 

372.01 
372.01 
373.82 
374.72 

375.62 
376.51 
377.43 
378.34 
379.26 

380.1 

381.0 

381.99 

382.90 

383.82 


14* 


384.74 

386.56 
387.48 
388.40 

389-3» 
390.2A 

391.10 

392.09 

393.01 

393-94 
394.86 

395-79 
396.72 

397-65 

398.58 

399.52 

400.4 

401.3 

402.32 

403.26 
404.20 
405.IA 
406.08 
407.02 

407.96 
408.90 
409.84 
410.79 
411.73 

412.68 

413.63 

414-59 

415-54 
416.49 

417.44 
41 8.40 

419-35 
420.31 

421.27 

422.23 
423.19 
424.15 
425.11 
426.07 

427.04 
428.01 
428.97 

429-93 
430.90 

431.87 
432.84 
433.82 

434-79 
435.76 

436.73 
438.69 

439.67 

440.65 


15" 


// 


441.63 
442.62 
443.60 
444.58 
445.56 

446.55 

447-54 

448-53 

449-51 
450.50 

451.50 

45»-49 
453-48 
45448 
455-47 

456.47 

457-47 

458-47 

459-47 
460.47 

461.47 
462.48 

463.48 

464.48 

465.49 

466.50 
467.51 
468.52 

46953 
470.54 

471-55 
472-57 
473-58 
474.60 

475.62 

476.64 

477-65 
478.67 

479-70 
480.72 

481.74 
482.77 

48379 
484.82 

485.85 

486.88 
487.91 
488.94 
489.97 
491.01 

492.0 
493.0 
494.12 

495.15 
496.19 

497.2J 

498.28 

499.32 
500.37 

501.41 


10- 


// 


02.46 

03.50 
04.55 

05.60 
06.65 

07.70 

08.76 

09.81 
0.86 

1.92 

2.98 
4.03 
5.09 

6.15 
7.21 

8.27 

9-34 

0.40 

1-47 
2-53 

3.60 
4.67 

6.81 

7-89 

8.96 
0.03 
I. II 
2.18 
3.26 

4-33 

5.41 
6.50 

7-58  i 
8.67  ; 

9-7^ 
.0.83 

1. 91 

3.00 

44-09 

45.18 
46.27 
47.36 
48.45 

49-55 

50.64 

51-73 
52.83 

53-93 
55-03 

56.13 

57-24 

58-34 

59-44 
60.55 

61.6 
62.7 
63.8 

64-9 
66.08 


I 
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Table  Y.   Bedaction  to  the  Meridian. 


m  =r 

2  sin*  }  t 
Bin  1" 

1 

t 

ir- 

18* 

10" 

W^ 

81- 

4«" 

ss* 

84- 

IS" 

i 
0 

567.2 

635.9 

708.4 

]'il 

866!^ 

949.6 

m 
1037.8 

m 
1129.9 

1225.9 

1 

568.3 

637.0 

709.7 

951.0 

IO39.J 
1040.8 

1131.4 

1227.5    ■ 

2 

569.4 

638.2 

710.9 

]V,\i 

868.0 

95*-4 
953-8 

1133.0 

1229.2 

3 

570.J 

571-0 

640.6 

712.1 

869.4 
870.8 

IO42.J 
1043.8 

"34-6 
1136.2 

1230.8 

4 

7»3-4 

790.1 

955.3 

1232.5 

5 

572.8 

641.7 

714.6 

79 « -4 

872.1 

956.7 

1046.8 

1137.8 

1234.1 

0 

573-9 

642.9 

7>5.9 

79»-7 

873.5 

958.2 

"39.3 

"35-7 

7 

575.0 
576.1 

644.1 

717.1 

794-0 

877.6 

959.6 
961.1 

1048.1 
1049.8 

1140.9 

1237.3 

8 

646.5 

718.A 
719.0 

795.4 
796.7 

1142.5 

1*39.0  1 

0 

577-» 

962.5 

1051.3 

1144.0 

1240.6  • 

10 

578.4 

^AV 

720.9 

798.0 

!Z9-® 

963.9 

1052.8 

1145.6 

1242.3 
1243.9 
1245.6 

11 
13 

580.6 

648.9 
650.0 

722.1 

7*3.4 
724.6 

799.3 
800.7 

880.4 
881.8 

960.9 

1054.3 
1055.9 

1147.2 
1 148.8 

13 

581.7 

651.2 

802.0 

883.2 

969.B 

1057.4 

1150.4 

1247.2 

14 

582.9 

652.4 

.     7*5-9 

803.3 

884.6 

1058.9 

II  52.0 

1248.9 

15 

584.0 

653.6 

727.2 

804.6 
806.0 

886.0 

971.2 

1060.4 

1153.6 

1250.5 

10 

586.2 

656.0 

728.4 

887.A 

888.i 

972.7 

1062.0 

1 1 56.8 

1252.2 

17 

7*9.7 

808.6 

974.1 

1063.5 

1253.8 

18 

587.4 

557.1 

730.9 

890.2 

975.5 

1065.0 
1066.5 

1158.3 

>*55.5 

10 

588.5 

658.4 

732.2 

809.9 

891.6 

977.0 

1159.9 

1257.1  ; 

20 

589.6 

659.6 

733.5 

811. 3 
812.0 

893.0 

978.5 

1 068. 1 

1I6I.5 

i2<8.8  t 
1260.C 

21 

590.8 

660.8 

734-7 
736.0 

894.A 
895.^ 

979.9 
981.4 

1069.6 

1163.1 

22 

591.9 

662.0 

813.9 

1071.1 

Ii6j,7 
1166.3 

1262.2  ! 

23 

593.0 

663.2 

737-3 
738.5 

815.2 
816.6 

897.2 

982.9 

1072.6 

1263.8  ; 

24 

594.* 

664.4 

898.6 

984.4 

1074.2 

1 1 67.9 

1265.5  ; 

25 

595-3 

59^.5 
597.6 

665.6 

739.8 

817.9 

900.0 

985.8 

1075.7 

1 169.5 

1267.1 

26 

666.8 

741. 1 

819.2 

901.4 
902.8 

988!8 

1077.2 
1078.7 
1080.1 
IO81.8 

1171. I 

1268.8  t 

27 

668.0 

74*.  3 
743.6 

820.5 

1172.7 

1270.5  ' 

28 

598.7 

669.2 

821.9 

904.2 

990.J 
991.8 

i>74-3 

1272.1 

20 

599-9 

670.4 

744.9 

823.2 

905.6 

"75-9 

1273.7 

30 

601.0 

671.6 

746.2 

824.6 

907.0 

993.2 

1083.1 
108^.8 
1086.4 

1177.5 

1*75-4 

31 

602.2 

672.8 

747-4 

825.9 

908.4 
909.8 

994.7 
996.2 

1179-1 

"77- J 

32 

603.3 

674.1 

748.7 

8*7-3 
828.6 

1180.7 

1278.8 
1280.4 

33 

604.  J 
605.6 

676.5 

750.0 

911.2 

997.6 

1087.9 

1182.3 

34 

751.3 

829.9 

912.6 

999.1 

1089.5 

1183.9 

1282.1 

35 

606.8 

677.7 
678.9 

752.6 

831.2 

914.0 

1000.6 

1091.0 

1185.5 

1283.8 

30 

607.9 

753-8 

832.6 

9»5-5 
916.9 

1 002. 1 

1092.6 

1187.1 

1285.5 

37 

609.1 

680.1 

755.1 
756.4 
757-7 

833-9 

1003.5 

1094.1 

1188.7 

1287.1 

38 
30 

610.2 
611. 4 

681.3 
682.6 

\\n 

918.3 
919.7 

1005.0 
1006.5 

1095.7 
1097.2 

1190.3 
1191.9 

1288.8 
1290.5 

40 

612.5 

683.8 

759.0 
760.2 

838.0 

921. 1 

1008.0 

1098.8 

"93-5 

1x92.2  = 

41 

5'3-7 

685.0 
686.2 

839.3 

922.5 

1009.4 

1100.3 

1195.1 
1 196.7 

1*93.8  i 

42 

61^8 
610.0 

761.5 
762.8 

840.7 

9*3-9 

1010.9 

1101.9 

"95-5  i 

43 

687.4 

842.0 

926.8 

1012.4 

1103.4 

1198.3 

1297.2 

44 

617.2 

688.7 

764.1 

843.4 

1013.9 

1105.0 

1 199.9 

1298.9 

45 

618.3 

689.9 

?6l1 

846.1 

928.2 

101  <.4 
1016.9 

1 106.5 

1201.5 

1300.5 

40 

620.6 

691.1 

929.6 

1108.1 

1203. 1 

1302.2 

47 

692.^ 
693.6 

768.0 

847.5 

931.0 

1018.4 

1109.6 

120A.7 
1206.4 

1303.9 

48 

621.8 

769.  J 

770.6 

848.9 

932.A 
933-8 

1019.9 

1 11 1.2 

1305.6  ' 

40 

623.0 

694.8 

850.2 

1021.4 

1112.7 

1208.0 

1307.3 

50 

624.1 

696.0 

771.9 

851.6 

935-* 

1022.8 

1114.3 
11 15.8 

1209.6 

1309.C 

51 

626.C 
627.6 

6973 

773-> 

852.9 

936.6 

1024.1 
1025.1 

1211.2 

1310.7 

i       52 

698.5 

774.5 

854.3 

938.1 

1117.4 

1212.9 

1312.4 

53 

699.7 

775-7 

855.7 

939.5 

1028.8 

1118.9 

121A.5 
1216.1 

1314.1 

54 

628.8 

701.0 

777.1 

857.1 

940.9 

1120.5 

13>5.7 

55 

630.0 

702.2 

778*4 

858.A 

8C9.5 
861.1 

942.t 
943.8 

1030.1 
1031.8 

1122.0 

1217.7 

13»7"* 

50 

631.2 

703-5 

779-7 

1123.6 

1219.4 

i       '3»9-l 

57 

632.3 

704.7 

781.0 

946.6 

1033.1 
i03d..8 
1036.3 

1     "»5-i 
1126.7 

1221.0 

i       >3*o8  , 

58 

633-5 

705.9 

782.3 
783.6 

862.5 

1222.6 

13**5 

50 

634-7 

707.1 

863.9 

948.1 

11*8.3 

1224.2 

1324.2  ; 

5S4 


Table  V*    Bednotion  to  the  Meridian. 


2  8m^ 

4< 

2  8in«  1 1 

1 

m  =  — T- 

• 

4  MM 

n  =  — 

• 

For  rate.          II 

Bin 

I" 

1 

lin  1" 

i 

t 

20- 

«i- 

«8- 

29- 

t 

H 

< 

H 

RaU, 

Logfc 

t 

/f 

ff 

w 

H 

m  t 

0 

m    t 

n 

i 

i         0 

1325.0 
1317.6 
1319.3 

1419.7 

1537.5 

1649.0 

0  0 

0.00 

20  0 

1.49 

--30 

9.999  6985 

1 

2 

1431.4 
»433-a 

1539.3 
1541.1, 

\PsU 

1  « 

2  0 

0.00 
0.00 

10 
20 

1.54 
1.60 

29 

28 

??ll 

3 

4 

1331.0 
1331.7 

H349 
1436.7 

1541.0 
1544.8 

\tin 

3  0 

4  0 

0.00 
0.00 

80 
40 

1.65 

1.70 

27 
26 

7186 
7387 

5 

M34-4 
1336.1 

1438.5 

1546.6 

16C8.5 

5  0 

0.01 

50 

1.76 

25 

7688 

6 

1440.3 

1548.4: 

1660.4 

6  0 

0.01 

21  0 

1.81 

24 

7 

1337.8 

1441.1 

1550.* 

16^1.3 

7  0 

0.01 

10 

1.87 

23 

8 
9 

13395 
1341.1 

1443-? 
1445.6 

1551.1; 
1553.9: 

1 064.1 
1666.1 

8  0 
0  0 

O.OA 

0.06 

20 
80 

1-93 

1-99 
1.06 

1.11 

22 
21 

7889 

lO 

11 

1341.9 
I34±.6 
1346.3 

1447-4 
1449.1 

1555.8 
1557.6. 

1668.0 
1669.9 

10  0 

11  0 

0.09 
0.14 

40 
50 

20 

19 

7990 
8090 

12 

1451.0 

1559.5 
1561.3 

1671.9 

1673.1 

12  0 

0.19 

22  0 

1.19 

18 

8191 

13 

1348.0 

1451.8 

10 

0.10 

10 

1.15 

17 

8191 

14 

« 349-7 

1454-5 

1563.1 

1675.7 

20 

0.11 

20 

1.31 

16 

8391 

15 

X3S»-4 

i45$-3 

1566.9 
1568.7 

1677.6 

30 
40 

0.13 

0.14 
0.15 

SO 
40 

1.30 
1.46 

*.54 

15 

8491 

10 
17 

MS3» 

Win 

1458.1 

1459-? 
1461.6 

1679.5 
1681.4 

60 

50 

14 
13 

8693 

18 

1570.5 

1683.3 

13  0 

0.16 

23  0 

1.61 

12 

8894 

10 

1358.3 

1463.4 

1571.4 

1685.1 

10 

0.18 

10 

1.69 

11 

20 
21 

1360.1 
1361.8 

1460.9 

1574.3 
1576.1 

1687.1 
1689.1 

20 
30 

0.30 

0.31 

A   <1  4 

20 
80 
4ft 

1.85 

4   n<i 

10 
0 

8995 

9095 
9196 

9196 

22 
'       23 

1363.5 
1365.1 

1468.7 
1470.5 

1578.0 
1579.8 

1691.0 
1694.8 

50 

0.33 
0.34 

50 

1.93 
3.01 

8 
7 

!       24 

1367.0 

1471.3 

1581.7 

14  0 

0.36 

24  0 

3.10 

6 

9397 

25 

1368.7 

1474.1 

1583.5 

1696.7 

10 

90 

0.38 

^      1  A 

10 
20 
80 
40 
50 

3.18 

5 

9497 

26 
27 
28 
29 

1370.4 
1371.1 

»373-? 
1375.6 

H75-9 
1477.7 
1479.5 
1481.3 

1585.3 
1587.1 
1589.1 
1590.9 

1698.6 
1700.5 
1701.5 
1704.4 

30 
40 
50 

0.39 
0.41 

0-43 
0.45 

3.17 
3.36 

3.45 

3-55 

4 

3 

2 

—  1 

9«98 
9698 

9799 
9.999  9899 

30 
31 
32 
33 
34 

»377.3 

1380.8 
1381.5 
1384.1 

1483.1 
148A.9 
1486.7 
1488.5 
1490.3 

1591.7 
15946 
1596.5 

1598.3 
1600.1 

1706.3 
1708.1 
1710.1 
1711.1 
1714.0 

15  0 

10 
20 
30 
40 
50 

0-47 
0.49 

0.51 

0-54 
0.56 

0.59 

25  0 

10 
20 
80 
40 
50 

3-64 

3-94 
4.05 

4-15 

0 

3 

4 

0.000  0000 
0101   ' 
0101   1 
0301 
0401  I 

35 

1       30 

37 

38 
30 

40 

1385.9 
1387.7 
1389.4 
1391.1 
1391.9 

«  394-7 

1396.4 

1398.1 

1399-9 
1 401. 7 

1403.4 

1491.1 

1493-9 
1495-7 
1497.5 
1499.3 

1501. 1 

1601.1 
1 604.0 
1605.9 
1607.7 
1609.6 

1611.5 

1715-9 
1717.9 
1719.S 

1721.7 
1723.6 

1725.6 

16  0 

10 
20 
30 
40 
50 

0.61 
0.64 
0.67 
0.69 

0.71 
0.75 

26  0 

10 
20 
80 
40 
50 

4.16 

4.48 

4.60 

4.72 
4.83 

5 
6 

7 
8 
9 

10 
11 

0C03 
0603 
0704  1 
0804 
0905 

1005 
1100 

41 

1       42 

43 

44 

45 

1501.9 
1 504.7 
1506.5 
1508.4 

1510.1 

1613.3 
1615.1 
1617.1 
1619.0 

1620.8 

1727.5 
1729.5 

i73'.5 
1733-4 

1735-3 

17  0 

10 
20 
30 
40 

0.78 
0.81 
0.84 
0.88 
0.91 

27  0 

10 
20 
30 
40 

4-96 
5.C8 
5.20 

5.46 

5.60 

12 
13 
14 

15 
10 

1106 
1307 
1407 

1508 
1608 

46 

1405.1 
1406,9 

1408.7 

1511.0 

1611.7 

1737.1 

50 

0.95 

50 

17 

1709 
1809 
1910 

47 
48 

1513.8 
1515.6 

161A.6 
1626.5 

1739.1 
1741.1 

18  0 

10 

0.98 
1.01 

28  0 

10 

J.87 
6.01 

18 
10 

49 

1410.4 

1517.4 

1618.3 

1743.1 

20 

■  •  ^*  mM 

1.06 

20 

20 

1010 

•       50 

1411.1 

1519.1 

1630.1 

1745.1 

30 

1.09 

80 

6.15 

21 

2111 

51 

1413.9 

1511.0 

1631.1 

1747.0 

40 

1.18 

40 

6.30 

22 

2111 

52 

«4M-7 

1511.9 

1634.0 

1749.0 

50 

50 

6.44 

23 

1311  ! 

53 
i       M 

1417.4 
1419.1 

1514.7 
1516.5 

1635.9 

1637.7 

1750-9 
1751.1 

19  0 

10 

1.11 
1.16 

29  0 

10 

6.59 
6.75 

24 

Z5 

1412  1 

2J13 
2613 

55 

1410.9 

1518.3 

1639.6 

1754.8 
1756.8 

20 

1.30 

20 

6.90 

20 

56 

1411.7 

1530.1 

1641.5 

30 

>.35 

80 

7.06 

27 

2714 
2814 

67 

1414.4 
1416.1 

1531.0 

1643.3 

1758.7 
1760.7 

1761.6 

40 

1.40 

40 

7.11 

28 

58 

1533.8 

1645.1 

50 

1.44 

50 

7.38 

20 

2915 

59 

1 

1417.9 

1535.6 

1647.1 

20  0 

'49 

30  0 

7.55 

+  30 

0.000  3015 

585 


Table  YI. 

LoganthiDB  of  m 

andn. 

2sin3 

m  =  — ',— 
Bin 

4< 
1" 

1 

log  til 

• 

( 

t 

1 

o 

1 

2 

!   3 
4 

or 

I- 

a- 

8- 

4- 

5- 

6- 

7- 

—  00 

6.73673 
7.13879 
7.69007 
7.94085 

o.>9303 

•30739 
•3»»5i 
•33541 
•34909 

0*89509 
.90230 
.90945 
.91654 

•9*357 

1.14727 
.25208 
.25687 
.10163 
.1663$ 

1.497 1 A 
.50076 

.50435 

•50793 
.51150 

1.69096 

•69385 
.69673 

.69960 

.70146 

1.84931 

.85172 

.85651 
.85890 

1.98310 
.98516 
.98732 
.98937  ' 
.99141 

5 
6 

7 
8 
0 

8.13467 

8.29103 
8.42692 
8.54291 
8.64521 

•36*55 
.37581 
.38888 

.40174 
.41442 

•93055 
•93747 
•94434 
•95"  5 
•9579X 

.17107 

•»7575 
.^8041 

.18504 

.18965 

.5ICO5 
.51859 
.52211 
.5*562 
.52911 

.70J31 

.70S  15 

.71099 
.71181 
.71663 

•86129 
.86366 
.86603 
.86840 

.87075 

•99347 

■99551 

•99755 

.9995» 
1.00161 

lO 
11 
12 
13 
14 

8.73673 
8.81951 
8.89509 
8.96^6 1 
9.02898 

.42692 

•439*^ 
•45  HO 

.46338 
.47519 

.96462 

.97788 

•98443 
•99094 

.29423 

.29879 

•3P33» 
.30783 

•3>*3» 

.53160 
.53606 

•5395* 
..54296 

.54639 

•71944 

.72223 

.7*502 
.72780 

•73057 

.87310 
•87545 

•5Z779 
.880x2 

.88144 

.00363  : 
.0056c  I 
.00760 
.00967 
.01167 

15 
16 
17 

18 
10 

9.08891 

9.14497 
9.19763 
9.24727 
9.29423 

.48685 
.49835 

.5097  ^ 
.52092 

.53198 

.99740 
1. 003 8 1 
.01017 
.01649 
.01276 

.31679 

.32566 
.33006 

•33443 

.54980 
•553*0 

•55659 
•55996 
.56331 

.73608 
•73883 
•74157 

•744*9 

.88476 
.88708 
.88938 
.891S8 

.89398 

.01367 
.ox  566 
.01765 
.ox  964 
.01161 

20 
21 
22 
23 
24 

933879 
9.38II7 

9-4ai57 
9.46018 

9-49715 

.54291 

•56436 
•57489 
•585*9 

.04898 
.03517 
.04131 

.04740 
.05345 

•33878 
.34311 

•34743 
•3517* 
•35598 

.56667 
.57000 

•573J* 
.57663 

•57993 

.74701 

•7497* 

•75*4* 

.75511 
•75780 

.89617 

.89855 
.90083 

.90310 

.90536 

.01360 

.02557 
.02753 
.02954 

.03148 

25 
26 
27 
28 
20 

9.56667 

959945 
9.63104 

9.66152 

^59557 
.60573 

.61577 
.62570 

.63551 

.OJ946 
.06541 
.07136 
.07725 
.08310 

.36012 

1368^6 
•37*85 

•3770* 

.5811X 
.58648 

•58974 
•59*99 
.596*1 

.76048 
.76314 
.76580 
.76846 
.77110 

.90761 
.90987 
.912x1 
•91436 
.91660 

.03341 
.03536 
.03730 

•039*4 

.041x8 

30 
31 
32 
33 
34 

9.69097 
9.71945 

9-74703 
9.77376 

9.79968 

.64521 
.65481 
.66431 
.67370 
.68299 

.08801 
.09468 
.10042 
.10611 

.U177 

.38116 

•385*9 
.38940 
.39348 

•39755 

.00160 
.60586 
.60904 
.61111 

.77636 

•77898 
.78160 
.78420 

.91883 
.92x05 
.92327 

-9*548 
.92769 

.04311 

•04504 

.05080 

35 
36 
37 
!  38 
30 

9.82486 
9.84933 
9.87313 
9.89629 
9.91886 

.69218 

.70127 
.71027 
.71918 
,72800 

.11730 
.12298 
.12853 
.13404 
.13952 

.40160 
.40563 
.40964 
.41364 
.41761 

.61C38 
.61854 
.61x68 
.62481 
.62793 

.78680 
.78938 
•79197 
•79454 
•79710 

.91990 
.93100 
•934*8 
.93646 
.93864 

.05171  i 
•05461  ! 
.05651  1 
.05842 
.0603  X 

1  40 

!  41 

42 

43 

44 

9-94085 
9.96229 

9.98321 

0.00366 

0.02363 

•7367J 
'74537 

•75393 
.762A0 

.77080 

.14497 
.15038 

.1J576 

.16110 

.16641 

.42x57 
,42551 
.42941 

•43333 
.43711 

.63103 
.63413 
.63722 
.64029 

•64335 

•79967 
.80121 

.80476 

.80729 

.80981 

.94081 

•94*99 

•94515 

•94731 
.94946 

.06210  ' 

.06409 

.06507 

.06785 

.06971 

45 
46 

47 
48 
40 

0.04315 
0.06224 
0.08092 
0.09921 
0.11712 

.7791 « 

.78734 

•79550 
.80358 

.81158 

.17169 

.18735 
.19250 

.  .44109 

.44494 

•44877 
•45*59 
•45639 

.64641 
.64945 
.65248 
.65550 
.65851 

.81486 
.81736 
.81986 
.81236 

.95161 

•95375 
.95589 
.95802 

.960x4 

.07150 
.07346 
.07532 
.077x8 
.07903 

i  50 
<  51 
!  52 
:  53 
1  54 

0.13467 
0.15187 
0.10875 
0.18528 
0.20x51 

•81952 

.82738 
.83517 
•84288 
.85053 

.19762 

.20271 
.20778 
.21281 
.21782 

.4601 8 
.46395 
.46770 

.47143 
•475M 

.66151 

.66450 
.66748 
.67045 

•67341 

.82484 
.82732 
.82979 
.83225 
.83471 

.96126 

.96438 
.96649 
.96860 
.97070 

.08088  ' 

.08273 

.08A57 

.0864X 

.08824 

55 
56 

57 
58 
50 

0.21745 
0.23110 
0.2^848 
0.20358 
.0.27843 

.85813 
.86564 
.87310 
•88049 
.88782 

.21280 
.22775 
.23267 

•*3756 
.24243 

.47886 
.48255 
.48622 
.48988 

•4935* 

.67636 

.67930 
.68223 
.68515 
.68$o6 

.83716 
.83960 
.84204 

.84447 
.54690 

.97270 
.97488 
.97697 

•97905 
.98x12 

.09007 
.09x90 

.0937* 
•09554 
•09735 

60 

0.29303 

0.89509 

1.24727 

1.497I4 

1.69096 

1.84931 

1.98310 

1 

a.09917 

680 


Table  VL  Logarithms  of  m 

etod  n. 

XJK...;^-.:  ^  .  .'. 

'2  sin 

HI  _  — r- 

8in 

1" 

log  m 

t 

0 

8- 

9- 

10~ 

11« 

lam 

n^ 

I4« 

15" 

1 

2.0991 7 

2.20146 

.  2.29296 

.2W1 

.29586 

2-37574 

a.45130 

2.52081 

2.58516 
.58619 

2.64506  , 
.64603  , 

1 

.10098 

.20307 

.3770} 
.37816 

•3Z967 

•45250 

•  .52192 

2 

.10278 

.20x67 
.20627 

•45371 

.52303 

•sfZ" 

.64699 

3 

.10x58 
.10637 

.29730 

.29874 

•45491 

45611 

•52414 

.58825 
.58928 

.64795 
.64891  < 

4 

.20787 

.38098 

.52525 

5 

.10817 

.20946 

.30017 

.38229 

•45731 

•52635 

.52746 

.59031 

.64987  i 

G 

.10995 

.21106 

.30161 

.38360 

•45850 

•59134 
.59236 

•65083  ' 

7 

.1H74 

.21264 

.30304 

.38x90 
•38019 

45970 

46089 

.52856 
.52967 

.65179 

8 

.1135a 

•»"4*3 

.30447 

.59339 

.65274 

0 

.11530 

.21581 

.30590 

.38749 

46209 

•53077 

•59441 

.65370 

:  10 

.11707 

.21739 

.21897 
.22055 
.222^2 

.30732 

.38879 

.46328 

.53187 

.59543 
.59645 

.59747 
.59849 

.65466 

11 
12 
13 

.11884 
.12061 
.12237 

.30874 

.31016 

.31158 

.39000 

.   .39158 

•39267 

464x6 
.46684 

.53297 
•53406 

•53516 

.65561  , 

.65656  : 
.65751 

14 

.12413 

.22369 

.31300 

•39396 

46802 

.53625 

•59951 

.65846 

15 

.12589 

.22682 

.314x1 

•39525 
•396 J4 
•3978a 

46920 

•53735 

.60052 

.66036 

16 

.12764 

.31582 

.47038 

.53844 

.60154 

17 

.12939 

.22838 

.31723 

•47156 

•53953 
.54062 

.60255 

.66131  1 

18 

.1311A 

.13288 

.22994 

.31864 

.39910 

•47274 

.60357 

.66225  I 

19 

.23150 

.32004 

.40038 

47392 

•54170 

.60458 

.66320 

20 

.13x62 

.13535 

.23304 

.32144 

.32284 

^.0166 

.47626 

•54279 

.60559 
.60660 

.66414  ; 

21 

•23+59 
.23614 

.23768 

.40294 

•54387 

.66509 
.66603 

1  22 

.13809 

.32424 

.40421 

47860 

•54496 
.54604 

.60760 

1  23 

.13982 

.32563 

.40C48 
.40675 

.60861 

.66697 

;  24 

1 

.14154 

.23922 

.32703 

47977 

-54712 

.60961 

.66791 

25 

.14326 

.24076 

.328x2 

.32980 

.40802 

.48094 

.54820 

.6106a 

.66885  , 

26 

.14498 
.14670 

.24210 

.40929 

.48210 

•54928 

.61162 

.66979 

'  27 

.24381 
.24J16 
.24689 

.33010 
•33258 

.410J5 
.41181 

48327 

•55035 

.61263 

.67071 
.67166 

28 

.14841 

48443 

•55143 

.61363 

29 

.15011 

•33396 

•41307 

48559 

•55250 

.61463 

.67260 

30 

.15182 

.24842 

•33534 

.41434 
^.1560 

.41685 

,48675 

•55358 
•55465 

.'61I62 

.67446 

31 

."5352 

.24994 
.25146 

•3367" 

48790 

!  32 

.15522 

.33809 

.48906 

•55572 
•55679 

.61762 

.67539 
.67631 

.67726 

!,  33 

.15691 

.25297 

.33946 
.34083 

.41811 

.49021 

.61861 

!  34 

.15860 

.25449 

•41936 

49136 

•55785 

.61961 

1  35 

.16029 

.25600 

.34220 

.42061 

.49366 

.55892 

.62060 

.67818 

36 

.16198 

.2575' 

.34357 

.42186 

•55999 
.56105 

.62159 
.62258 

.67911 
.68004 

37 

.16366 

.2C902 
.20052 

•34493 
.34610 

.34766 

.42310 

.49481 

38 

.16534 

.42435 

•49596 

•5621 I 

.62357 

.6F097 

39 

.16701 

.26202 

•42559 

.49711 

•56317 

.62456 

.68189 

'  40 

.16868 

.26352 

.34901 

.42683 

49825 

.56423 

.62654 

.68281 

41 

.17035 

.26501 
.26651 

•35<>37 

42807 

.49939 

.56529 

.6837X 
.68466 

tz 

.17202 

.35172 

•42931 

•50053 
.50167 

.56635 

•?*Z5* 

43 

.17368 

.26800 

•35307 

•43055 
.43178 

•56740 

.62850 

.68558 

44 

.»7534 

.26949 

.35442 

•50281 

.56846 

.62949 

.68650 

.  45 

.17700 
.17865 

.27097 

•35577 

.43302 

.50394 
.50508 

.50621 

.50734 
.50847 

•56951 

.63047 

.68742 

46 

.27246 

•35712 

•4342J 

.57056 

.57266 
•57371 

.63145 

.68834 
.68926  \ 

.69017  ; 
.69109 

i  47 

48 
49 

.18030 
.18194 
.18359 

•27394 

.27H2 
.27689 

.358x6 
.35980 
.36114 

•43548 
•43670 

•43793 

.63243 
.63341 
.63438 

I  50 
!  51 

.18523 
.18687 

.27816 
.27984 

.36248 
.36381 

•43915 

•44037 

.50960 

.51073 
.5118? 

.57476 
.57580 

•63536 
.63634 

.69aoi  ; 
.69292  ; 

.69383 

5i 

.18850 

.28130 

.36515 

•44159 

.57685 

•53731 

1  53 

.19011 
.19176 

.28277 

.36648 

.44281 

.51298 

.57789 

.63828 

.69474  ; 

.  54 

.28423 

.36781 

•44403 

.51410 

•57893 

.63925 

.69565 

55 

.19338 

.28569 

.36911 

.37046 
.37178 

.446x6 
•44767 

.51522 

•51634 

.51746 

.57997 

.64022 

.69656 

56 
57 

.i9<oo 
.19062 

.28715 
.28861 

.58101 
.58205 

.64216 

:t,'2tl ' 

:  58 

.19824 

.29006 

.37310 

.44888 

.51858 
.51969 

.58309 

.643 1 3 

.69929 

,  59 

.19985 

.29151 

•37442 

•45009 

.58412 

.64410 

.70019 

60 

2.20146 

2.29296 

2.37574 

2.45130 

2.52081 

2.58516 

2.64506 

2.70109 

&S7 


Table  VL  Logarithms  of  m 

and  n. 

^ 

2sin> 

i< 

1 

1 

m  =  — r-~- 
sin  1 

ft 

1 

1 

log  f» 

t 

i 
0 

10* 

n- 

18" 

19" 

20- 

21" 

1 

23- 

2.70109 

*.75373 
.75458 

2.80336 

ft.  8 5029 

2.89481 

*-937I7 

*-97755' 
.97820 

1 

3.01613  ; 

1 

.70200 

.80416 

.85105 

.89626 

.93786 

.01675 

2 

.70291 

.70381 

!75628 

.80496 

.85181 

•93855 

.97886 

.0173^ 

3 

'!®F6 

.85257 

.89698 

.939*3 

•9795* 

.01801 

4 

.70471 

.75713 

.80656 

•85333 

.89770 

.93992 

.98017 

.01864 

5 

.70J6I 

.70651 

•75798 
.75883 

.80736 
.80816 

.85409 

.89842 

.94061 

.98083 
.98148: 

.01926  1 

6 

.85485 

•29914 
.89986 

.94120 
.94108 
.94266 

.01989  1 

7 

.70741 

.75967 
.76052 

.80896; 

.85561 
.85636 

•98*14. 

.02052 

8 

.70830 

.80976 

.90058 

.98279 

.02114 

0 

.70920 

.76136 

.81056 

.85712 

.90130 

.94335 

.98344 

.02177  i 

10 

.71010 

.76220 

.81135 

•55787 

.90202 

.94403 

.98410 

.02239  - 

11 

.71278 

.76304 

.81215 

.85863 
.85938 
.86014 

.90274 

•94471 

.98475 

.02302  1 

12 
13 

.76388 
.76472 

.81295 

.81375 

•  .90346 
.90417 

tltt 

.98540 
.98605 

.02364 
.02426  ' 

14 

.71367 

.76556 

.81454 

.86089 

.90489 

.94676 

.98670 

.02489 

15 

.71456 

•76640 

.81C33 

.81612 

.86164 

.90560 

.94744 
.94812 

•95735 

.02551 

10 

•7»545 
.71634 

.767*4 
.76808 

.86239 

.90632 

.98800 

.02613  . 

17 

.81691 

.86314 

.90703 

.94880 

.98865 

.02675  . 

18 

.71723 

.76892 

.81770 

.86389 

.90774 

.94948 

.98930 

.02737 

19 

.71811 

.76976 

.81849 

.86464 

.90845 

•95016 

.98995 

.02799  j 

20 

.71900 

.77059 

.81928 

.86539 
.86614 

•9^IZ 
.90988 

.95084 

.99060 

.02861 

21 

.71989 

.77143 
.77226 

.82007 

.9515* 

.99125 

.02923 

22 

.72077 

.82086 

.86689 

.91058 

•95*19 

.99189 

.01985 

23 

.72165 

.77309 

.82165 

.86763 
.86838 

.91129 

.95287 

•99*54 

.03047 

24 

•7"54 

•7739* 

.82244 

.91200 

•95355 

.99319 

.03109  , 

25 

.72342 

.77476 

.82322 

.86912 

.91271 

.954** 

.99383 
.99448 

.03171 

20 

.72430 

.77559 
.77642 

.82401 

.86987 

.91342 

.95490 

.03232 

27 

.72518 

iltlt 

.87061 

.91413 

.95557 
.95625 

.99512 

.03294. 

28 

.72606 

.777*4 

.87136 

.91484 

.99576 
.99641 

.03356 

20 

.72694 

.77807 

.82636 

.87210 

.91555 

.95692 

.03417 

30 

.72781 
.72869 

.77890 

.82714 

.87284 

.91625 
.91606 

•95759 

.99705 

.03479 

31 

.77973 
.78056 

.82792 

.87358 

.95827 

.99769 

.03540 
.03602  , 

32 

•7*957 

.82870 

.87432 

.91766 

•95894 
.95961 

.96028 

•99834 
.99898 

33 

•730+4 

.78138 

.82948 

.87506 

.91837 

1  .03663 

34 

•73«3» 

.78220 

.83026 

.87580 

.91907 

.99962 

.03725 

35 

.73219 

.78302 

.83104 

•87654 

.91977 

.96095 

3.00026 

.03787  ' 

30 

■73306 

.78385 

.83182 

.87728 

.92048 

.96162 

.00090 

.03848  ; 

37 

.73393 

.78467 

.83260 

.87802 

.92118 

.96220 
.96296 

.001 5A 
.00218 

.03909  ; 

38 

.73480 

.78549 
.78631 

.83337 

.87876 

.92188 

.03970 

39 

.73567 

.83414 

•8794^ 

.92258 

.96362 

.00282 

.04031 

40 

.73654 

.78713 

.83492 

.88023 
•88096 

.92328 

.96429 

.96406 
.96563 
.96630 

.00346 

.04092 

41 

.73741 

.78795 

.83570 
.83648 

.92398 

.00409 

.04153 

4^ 

.738*7 

.78877 

.88170 

.92468 

.00473 

.04214 

43 

.739.14 

.78958 

.837*5 

.88243 

.92538 
.92608 

.00537 

.04*75 

44 

.74001 

.79040 

.83802 

.88317 

.96696 

.00600 

.04336  1 

45 

.74087 

.79121 

.83879 

•!?3?o 

.9*677 

.96763 

.00664 

.04397 

40 

.74»73 

.79203 

.83957 

.88463 
.88536 

.9*747 

.00728 

.04458 

47 

•  .74*59 

.79284 

.84034 

.92817 

.96R06 
.96962 

.00791 

•04519 

48 

.74346 

.79366 

.84111 

.88610 

.92886 

.008  5  J 
.00918 

.0458c  . 

.04641 

49 

.7443* 

.79447 

.84188 

.88683 

.92956 

.97028 

50 

.74518 
.74604 

.79528 
.79609 

.84264 

.88756 

.93026 

•97095 

.00981 

.04701 

51 

.84341 

.88828 

.93096 

.97161 

.01045 
.01108 

.04762 

52 

.74690 

.79690 

.84418 

.88901 

.93164 

.97227 

•^'^Ej^ 

53 

•7+n5 

•79771 

.84495 

.88974 

.93*33 

.97*93 

.01171 

.04883  i 

^4 

.74861 

.79852 

.84571 

.89047 

.93303 

.97359 

.01234 

•04944 

55 

.74947 

.79933 

.84648 

.89119 

.9337* 

.974*5 

.01298 

.05004 

50 

.7503; 

.80014 

.84724 

.89192 

.93441 

.97491 

.01361 

.05065 

57 

.75118 

.80094 

.84801 

.89265 

.93510 

.97557 

.01424 

.05125  [ 

58 

Vs^l 

.80175 

.84877 

.89337 

.93579 

.97623 

.01487 

.05185  j 

50 

.80255 

.84953 

.89410 

.93648 

.97689 

.01550 

.05246 , 

60 

*-75373 

Z.80336 

1  2.85029 

2.89481 

2.93717 

*-97755 

3.01613 

3.05306 
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Table  VI.    Logarithms  of  m  and  n. 


m  = 


2  sin^  \  t 
sin  1" 


n  = 


2  sin*  A  t 


sin  1" 


i    ? 

2 
3 
4 

5 
6 

7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
VZ 
13 
14 

15 
IG 
17 

18 
19 

20 
21 
22 
23 
24 

25 
26 

27 
28 
29 

30 
31 
3^ 
33 
34 

35 
36 
37 
38 
39 

40 
41 
Al 
43 
44 

45 

4a 

47 
48 
49 

50 
51 
52 
53 
54 

55 
50 

57 
58 
59 

60 


log  m 


24" 


3.05306 
05366 
05426 
05487 

05547 

05607 
05667 
05727 
05787 
05847 

05907 
05966 
06026 
06086 
06x46 

06205 
06265 
06324 
06384 
06444 

06503 
06562 
06622 
0668] 
06740 

06800 
06859 
06918 
06977 
07036 

07095 
07154 
07213 
07272 
07331 

07389 

07448 
07507 
07566 
07625 

07683 
07742 
07801 

07859! 
07918 

07976 
08035 
08093 
08151 
08210 

08268 
08326 
08384 
08442 
08501 

08559 

08617 
08675 

08733 
08791 


3 


25' 


3.08848 
.08906 
.08964 
.09022 
.09079 

09137 
09195 
09252 
09310 
09367 

09425 
09482 
09540 

09597 
09655 

09712 
09769 
09826 
09883 
09941 

09998 
0055 
0112 
0169 
0226 

0283 
0340 
0396 

0453 
0510 

0567 
0623 
0680 
0737 
0793 

0850 

0906 

0963 

019 

076 


08848 


26- 


W 


1 
8 
245 
301 

357 


469 

582 
638 

694 

750 
805 
86t 

9»7 

'973 
2029! 

2085 

2140 

2196 


3.122521  3 


27* 


2252;  3.15526 


2307 
2363 
24x8 
2474 

2529 
2585 
2640 
2695 
2751 

2806 
2861 
2916 
2971 
3026 

3081 

3136 
3191 
3246 

330»j 

3356 
3411 
3466 
3521 
3576 

3631 

3686 

3740 

3795 
3850 

3904 

3959 
4011 

4068 

4122 

4177 

4*3  > 

4285 

4340 

4394 

4448 
4502 

4557 
4611 

4665 

47^9 

4773 
4827 

4881 

4935 

1989 

5043  j 
5096 

5»5C; 

5204 

5258 

5312 

5365 
5419 

547* 
15526 


28- 


.15580 

.15660 
.15740 

•«5793 
.15847 

.15900 

•'5953 
.XO007 

.16060 

.1611 

.1616 

.16210 

.16373 

.16326 
.16379 
.16432 
.16485 
.16538 

.16591 

,1664 

.1669 

.16749 

.16802 

.16855 
.16907 
.16960 

.17013 
.17066 

.17118 
.17170 
.17223 
.17275 
.17327 

.17380 

•17433 

.17485 
.17538 

.17590 

.17642 
.17694 

.17746 

.17799 
.17851 

.17903 

.17955 
.18007 

.18059 

.18111 

.18163 
.1F215 

.1F267 
.18319 
.i?37i 

.l'?422 
.18474 
.1S526 
.18578 
.18629 

3.18681 


29* 


1 868 1 
18733 
18784 
18836 
18887 

18939 
18990 
19042 
19093 
19145 

19196 
19247 
19299 
19350 
1 940 1 

19452 
19503 

'^|54 
19606 

19657 

19708 

'9759 
19810 

X9861 

19912 

19962 
20013 
20064 
201 1 5 
20x66 

20216 
20267 
20318 
20369 
20419 

20470 
20520 
20571 
20621 
20672 

20722 
20772 
20822 
20873 
20924 

20974 
21024 
21075 
21125 
21175 

21225 
21275 
21325 

21375 
21425 

iJ475 
21525 

»'575 
21625 

2x675 
21725 


3.21725 

-»1775 
.21825 

.21875 

.21924 

21974 
22024 
22073 
22123 
22x72 

22222 
22272 
22321 
22371 
22420 

22470 
22519 
2256b 
22618 
22667 

22716 
22766 
22815 
22864 
22913 

22963 
23012 
23061 
23110 
23x59 

23208 
23257 
23306 

23355 
23404 

»3453 
23501 

23550 

^3599 
2364b 

23697 

^3745 

43794 
23843 

23891 

23940 
23988 
240^7 
240^6 
24134 

24182 
24231 
24279 
24328 
24376 

24424 

24473 
24521 

24569 

24617 

24665 


m    $ 
O    0 


1 
2 
3 
4 
5 

6 

7 


8    0 


9  ( 

10  ( 

11  i 


12  0 

1U 

2() 
30 
4(! 

6U 

13  0 

10 
20 
30 
4( 
60 

14  0 

11. 

20 
.30 
40 
50 

15  0 

K- 
20 
Zl 
40 
61 

16  0 

!<' 

2t 
8f 
41. 
60 

17  0 

10 
2(. 
SO 

4U 
60 

18  0 

10 
20 
30 
40 
60 

19  0 

10 
20 
30 
40 
60 

^O    0 


lojfn 


—  00 
4.9706 
6.1747 
6.8791 
7.3788 
7.7665 

8.6832 
8.3509 
8.5829 

8.787J 
8.9705 
9.1360 

9.2871 
9.3111 

9-3347 
9.3580 

9.3810 

9.4037 

9.4262 
9.4483 
9.4701 

9-49 '7 
9.5x30 

9-534» 

9  5549 

95754 

9-5957 
9.6158 

9.6356 

9-6553 

9.6747 
9.6939 
9.7128 
9.73x6 

9.750* 
9.7686 

9.7867 
9.8047 
9.8225 
9.8402 
9.8576 
9.8749 

9.8920 
9.90S9 
9.9257 

9-94J3 
9.9588 

99751 

9.9913 

0.0072 

0.0231 
0.038 
0.0544 
0.0098 

0.0851 
0.1003 
0.1153 
0.1302 
0.1450 
0.1597 

0.1742 


TO      1 

20  0 

10 
20 
30 
40 
60 

21  0 

10 
20 
30 
40 
60 

22  0 

10 
20 
30 
40 
60 

23  0 

10 
20 
80 
40 
60 

24  0 

10 
20 
30 
40 
60 

25  0 

10 

20 
30 
40 
60 

26  0 

10 
20 
30 
40 
60 

27  0 

10 
20 
30 
40 
60 

28  0 

10 
£0 
3w 
40 

6-; 

29  0 

10 
20 
30 
40 
60 

30  0 


\o%n 


0.1742 
0.1886 
0.2029 
o  2170 
0.2311 
0.2450 

0.2589 
0.2720 
0.2SC2 
0.2997 
0.31J1 
0.3264 

0.3396 
0.3527 
0.3657 
0.3786 
0.3915 
0.4042 

0.4168 
0.4293 
0.4418 
0.4541 
0.4C64 
0.47S6 

0.4907 
0.5027 
0.5146 
0.5264 
0.53S2 
0.5499 

0.5615 

0.5730 
0.5845 

0-5959 
0.6072 

0.6 1 84 

0.6296 
0.6407 
0.6517 
0.6626 
0.6735 
0.6843 

0.6951 
0.7057 
0.7164 
0.7269 
0.7374 
0.7478 

0.7582 
0.7685 

0.77C7 
C.7889 

0.7990 

0.8090 

o  8190 
0.8290 
0.8389 
0.84S7 
0.8585 
0.8682 

0.8789 
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Table  VII.    Limits  of  Gircmn-ineridiaii  Altitudes. 


A. 

Limiting  hour  angle  at  which  the  second  reduction  amount*  to 

one 

second. 

U. 

Declination  «iun«  ■ign  an  Utitiide. 

DecUoation  diffBrent  aign  from  UUtude. 

1 

80** 

m 

50° 

m 

m 

80° 

m 

m 

10^ 

m 

0° 

10° 

m 

«0° 

w 

80° 

40° 

50° 

m 

00° 

10°    80° 

•  1      » 

o 

m 

0 

67 

39 

27 

2X 

16 

12 

8 

5 

0 

1 

8 

12 

16 

21 

27 

i? 

67 

10 

It 

33 

»4 

17 

>3 

9 

5 

0 

1 

12 

:i 

«9 

a4 

3a 

20 

*? 

20 

«4 

10 

5 

0 

5 

12 

\l 

»3 

29 

40 

30 

tl 

26 

17 

II 

6 

0 

5 

9 

12 

15 

22 

28 

37 

40 

21 

»3 

7 

0 

6 

10 

«3 

16 

19 

13 

28 

36 

50 

11 

18 

9 

0 

7 

11 

H 

17 

21 

a4 

»9 

37 

60 

12 

0 

9 

»3 

17 

20 

14 

17 

3; 

40 

i 

70 

20 

0 

12 

^« 

22 

26 

»9 

33 

39 

^8 

B. 

Limiting  hour  angle  i 

at  lo&tcA  f&e  Aird  reduction  amounts  to  one  second. 

U. 

Deelhuittoo  mum  aign  m  Utitnde. 

Declination  different  rign  fhnn  Utltude. 

80° 

lift 

00° 

50° 

40° 

80° 

ao° 

m 

10° 

m 

0° 

m 

10° 

m 

20° 

80° 

10° 

50° 

m 

1 
60° 

m 

80° 

0 

IN 

0 

"31 
128 

\X 

67 

5' 

40 

»9 

20 

11 

0 

II 

20 

»9 

40 

51 

67 

90 

«35 

10 

59 

43 

3» 

21 

II 

0 

II 

20 

28 

3Z 

47 

1? 

21 

96 

20 

118 

73 

5« 

II 

»3 

12 

0 

II 

20 

28 

37 

46 

1: 

30 

107 

64 

4» 

H 

0 

12 

21 

29 

37 

46 

55 

75 

40 

\l 

54 

3» 

16 

0 

It 

13 

3a 

40 

47 

1^ 
§7 

64 

73 

50 

4a 

"9 

0 

16 

35 

43 

1; 

59 

75 

60 

*7 

»7 

0 

19 

3» 

J} 

5» 

11 

96 

82 

70 

45 

0 

»7 

4* 

54 

73 

90 

1 

1 

The  following  approximate  rales  are  Bufficiently  exact  for  practical 
purposes : 

A.  The  limit  at  which  the  second  reduction  amounts  to  O'M  is  i  the  hour 
angle  of  Table  VII.  A. 

The  limit  at  which  the  second  reduction  amounts  to  0''.01  is  i  the  hour 
angle  of  Table  VII.  A. 

jB.  The  limit  at  which  the  third  reduction  amounts  to  (KM  is  }  the  hour 
angle  of  Table  VII.  B. 

The  limit  at  which  the  third  reduction  amounts  to  0".01  is  i  the  hoar 
angle  of  Table  VII.  B. 
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TASLETIIL 


For  reducing  franstis  over  several  threads  to  a  common  instant. 


• 

Arg. 

Sidttreal  tfane. 

ProportlooAl  pMtB  log  k 

Arg.  Mean  time. 

/ 

» 

hogk 

1* 

0 

0 

4* 

0 

5' 

0 

0 

r 

1 

8* 
1 

f 

Logfc 

n 

0   0 

i 
o.oo 

0.000  0000 

0 

X 

0.000  0000 

i 

0.00 

10 

o.oo 

0001 

0 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

ft 

3 

3 

0001 

0.00 

20 

o.oo 

0005 

0 

I 

I 

2 

2 

3 

3 

4 

5 

0005 

0.00 

80 

o.oo 

0010 

t 

ft 

3 

3 

4 

4 

5 

6 

7 

0010 

0.00 

40 

o.oo 

0018 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

10 

0018 

0.00 

60 

o.oo 

0029 

I 

2 

3 

4 

6 

7 

8 

xo 

II 

0029 

0.00 

1   0 

o.oo 

0041 

2 

3 

4 

6 

8 

9 

10 

Xft 

«4 

0042 

0.00 

10 

0.00 

0056 

2 

3 

5 

7 

9 

10 

12 

14 

16 

0057 

0.00 

20. 

O.OI 

0074 

2 

3 

5 

7 

9 

II 

M 

«S 

17 

0074 

O.OI 

30 

O.OI 

0093 

2 

4 

6 

8 

II 

'3 

»5 

«7 

20 

0094 

O.OI 

40 

O.OI 

01 1 5 

2 

4 

7 

9 

12 

14 

16 

>9 

21 

01 1 5 

O.OI 

60 

0.02 

0139 

2 

5 

8 

10 

13 

16 

18 

21 

24 

0139 

0.02 

2  0 

O.OZ 

0165 

3 

6 

9 

12 

14 

»7 

20 

23 

26 

0166 

0.02 

10 

0.03 

0194 

3 

6 

9 

12 

»5 

18 

22 

»5 

28 

0195 

0.03 

20 

0.04 

0225 

3 

7 

10 

»3 

16 

ftO 

»3 

27 

30 

0226 

0.04 

8(1 

0.04 

0258 

4 

7 

II 

14 

18 

21 

*5 

»9 

3» 

0260 

0.04 

40 

0.05 

0294 

4 

7 

II 

^5 

»9 

22 

26 

30 

34 

0296 

0.05 

60 

0.06 

0332 

4 

8 

12 

16 

20 

34 

28 

32 

36 

0334 

0.06 

3  0 

0.08 

• 

0372 

4 

8 

'3 

17 

21 

*5 

30 

34 

38 

0374 

o.d8 

10 

0.09 

0415 

4 

8 

n 

X7 

22 

26 

3> 

35 

40 

0417 

0.09 

20 

O.I  I 

0459 

5 

9 

«4 

'9 

»4 

28 

33 

38 

43 

0462 

O.II 

80 

0.12 

0506 

5 

10 

«5 

20 

»5 

30 

35 

40 

45 

0509 

0.12 

40 

0.14 

0556 

5 

10 

»5 

21 

26 

3a 

37 

4a 

47 

0559 

0.14 

60 

0.16 

0607 

6 

II 

16 

22 

17 

33 

38 

43 

49 

061 1 

0.16 

4  0 

0.18 

0661 

6 

II 

17 

2j 

28 

34 

39 

45 

5> 

0665 

0.18 

10 

0.21 

0718 

6 

II 

17 

13 

19 

35 

41 

47 

53 

0722 

0.21 

20 

0.23 

0776 

6 

12 

18 

^4 

30 

37 

43 

49 

55 

0781 

0.23 

80 

0.26 

0837 

6 

»3 

»9 

»5 

3* 

38 

44 

50 

57 

0842 

0.26 

40 

0.29 

0900 

>3 

20 

26 

33 

39 

46 

5» 

59 

0905 

0  29 

60 

0.32 

0966 

>3 

20 

27 

33 

40 

47 

54 

61 

0971 

0.32 

5  0 

0.36 

1034 

n 

20 

27 

34 

41 

48 

55 

63 

1039 

0.36 

10 

0.40 

1104 

H 

21 

28 

35 

43 

50 

57 

64 

1110 

0.40 

20 

0.44 

1176 

«4 

22 

29 

37 

44 

5* 

59 

67 

I183 

0.44 

80 

0.48 

1250 

8 

'5 

*3 

3» 

39 

46 

54 

62 

70 

1258 

0.48 

40 

0.52 

1327 

8 

16 

a4 

3a 

40 

48 

56 

64 

72 

»335 

0.52 

60 

0.57 

1407 

8 

16 

H 

3» 

41 

49 

57 

65 

73 

1414 

057 

G  0 

0.62 

1488 

9 

»7 

as 

33 

4» 

50 

59 

67 

76 

1496 

0.62 

10 

0.67 

I57» 

9 

17 

26 

34 

43 

5> 

60 

69 

78 

1581 

0.67 

20 

0.73 

1658 

9 

18 

26 

35 

44 

53 

62 

7« 

80 

1667 

0.73 

80 

0.79 

1747 

9 

18 

»7 

36 

45 

54 

63 

7a 

82 

1756 

0.79 

40 

0.85 

1837 

9 

>9 

28 

37 

46 

56 

65 

74 

84 

1847 

0.85 

60 

0.91 

1930 

10 

»9 

29 

38 

48 

57 

67 

76 

86 

1 941 

0.91  ! 

T  0 

0.98 

2026 

10 

«9 

29 

39 

49 

58 

68 

78 

87 

2037 

0.98  ! 

10 

1.05 

2123 

10 

20 

30 

40 

50 

60 

70 

80 

90 

2135 

1.06  ' 

20 

1. 12 

2223 

10 

20 

30 

41 

5« 

61 

71 

82 

92 

2235 

1. 13 

80 

1.20 

•  »3a5 

II 

21 

3> 

42 

5» 

63 

73 

84 

94 

2338 

1. 21 

40 

1.28 

2430 

II 

21 

3a 

42 

53 

64 

74 

85 

96 

»443 

1.29 

60 

«-37 

aS37 

II 

21 

3* 

43 

54 

65 

76 

87 

98 

2550 

1.38 

8  0 

1.46 

2646 

! 
II 

22 

33' 

44 

55 

66 

77 

88 

100 

2660 

«.47 

591 


TABLE  Vm. 

For  reducing  trariBits  over  several  thread  $  to  a  common  instant. 


1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

I 

Arg.  BiderMl  ttme. 

Ar^Ucaat 

am*. 

X 

1 

1 

1 

X 

LoffJfc 

1* 
II 

22 

8* 

33 

4' 

44 

5' 

55 

66 

r 

77 

8* 

88 

f 

hogk 

1 

m    $ 

8    0 

1.46 

0.000  2646 

100 

0.000  2660 

>-4- 

10 

»-5S 

2757 

11 

^3 

34 

45 

56    68 

79 

90 

102 

2772 

»  5- 

20 

1.65 

2871 

II 

^3 

34 

46 

57    69 

81'  92 

104 

2886 

1.6- 

30 

^•75 

2987 

12 

»3 

35 

47 

58    70 

82I 94 

106 

3003 

l.'7  \ 

AU 

1.86 

3105 

12 

a4 

36 

48 

60    72 

84'  96 

108 

3122 

iM 

60 

1.97 

3125 

12 

45 

37 

49 

62    74 

86;  98 

no 

3243 

1  99 

0    0 

Z.08 

3U8 

>3 

*5 

37 

5=> 

63    75 

88  100 

iia 

3367 

2.1c 

10 

2.20 

3f73 

«3 

26 

38 

5» 

64'  76 

89  102 

114 

349* 

2.21 

20 

2.32 

3SJI 

'3 

26 

38 

5J 

64    77 

90  103 

116 

3621 

a- 34 

80 

145 

373» 

>3 

26 

39 

5- 

65 

78 

92  105 

118 

375> 

2.4- 

40 

2.58 

3^63 

»3 

26 

40 

53 

66 

79 

93 

107 

120 

3884 

2.6c 

,        60 

2.72 

3997 

«4 

27 

4« 

54 

68    82 

95  >o9 

122 

4019 

2- 74 

!  10   0 

286 

4134 

«4 

27 

4« 

55 

69!   83 

1 
96  no 

124 

4156 

28S 

10 

3.00 

4272 

H 

28 

4» 

56 

70    84 

98  112 

127 

4296 

3°3 

20 

3'5 

44H 

«4 

28 

43 

57 

71     85  100  114 

129 

44^8 

3  »" 

80 

3-3^ 

4557 

'5 

29 

44 

58 

73    87,102  117 

n« 

4582 

3  3^ 

40 

3.46 

4703 

»5 

19 

44 

59 

74    88  103  118 

133 

47^9 

3-49 

60 

3.63 

485' 

>5 

30 

45 

60 

75,   901105  120 

1               1 

135 

4878 

3.66 

,  11    0 

3.80 

5001 

«S 

3« 

46 

61 

1               1 
76    92  107  122 

M7 

5029 

383 

10 

398 

5>54 

M 

3' 

46 

62 

77.   93  108  124 

»39 

5182 

4-01 

20 

4.16 

5309 

16 

3« 

47, 

63 

78,   94  no  126 

141 

5338 

4-19 

30 

4  34 

5466 

16 

3» 

48 

64 

80;   96  112  1281 

»43 

5496 

4.38 

40 

453 

5626 

16 

3» 

49 

6+ 

81     97,113  129! 

145 

5657 

4-57 

60 

4-73 

5788 

16 

3» 

49 

65 

82I   98  114  131 

147 

5819 

4-77 

!  12   0 

4-93 

595a 

16 

33 

50' 

66 

83    99  "6  >33 

150 

5985 

4-9" 

1        10 

S>4 

6118 

17 

34 

5» 

67 

84  101:118  135; 

152 

6152 

5.18 

i        20 

5.36 

6287 

17 

34 

5' 

68 

85    102   I20:I37' 

»54 

6322 

5-40 

80 

5.58 

6458 

'7| 

34 

5» 

69 

86  104  121  138 

'5S 

6493 

5.6a 

40 

5.80 

.6631 

18I 

1 

35 

53 

70 

88  105:123  141 

158 

6668 

585 

60 

6.04 

6807 

18' 

1 

35 

53 

71 

89  106  124  142 

160 

6844 

6.0S 

TABLE  vm.  A. 

Ihr  correcting  the  mean  log  k  found  from  the  preceding  table. 

I  I 


• 

Mean  log  il- 

Correction. 

6. 000 1 

0.0000000. 1 

1 

0'3 

3 

0,8 

4 

1.4 

5 

2.2 

6 

3-3 

7 

4.3] 

692 


TABLE  IX,  ProbabilU^  of  Errora. 

(Matliod  of  Least  Squares.)) 


^ 


^ 


®«=;;^//-"* 


o.oo 

0.01 
0.02 
0.03 
0.04 

0.05 
0.06 
O.07 
O.08 
O.OO 

0.10 
0.11 
0.13 
0.13 
0.14 

0.15 
O.IO 
0.17 
0.18 
0.19 

0.30 
0.21 
O.S2 
0.23 
0.24 

0.25 
0.20 
0.27 
0.28 
0.20 

0.30 
0.31 
0.3Z 
0.33 
0.34 

0.35 
0.36 
0.37 
0.38 
0.30 

0.40 
0.41 
0.42 
0.43 
0.44 

0.45 
O.40 
0.47 
0.4S 
0.40 

0.50 


•(0        Diir. 


0.00000 

.01128 
.02256 

.03384 
.04511 

.05637 

.06762 

.07886 

.09008 
,10128 

XI 246 
12362 

13476 
14587 
15695 

x68oo 
17901 
18999 
20094 
21184 

22270 
23352 

24430 
25502 
26570 

27633 
28690 
29742 
30788 
31828 

3»863 
33891 

349«3 
35928 

36936 

3793« 
38933 

399a> 

40901 

41874 

42839 

43797 

44747 
45689 

46623 

47548 
48466 

49375 
50275 

51167 
52050 


1 118 
1x28 
1128 
1127 
1 1 26 

1125 
1 124 
1x22 
X120 
1118 

1116 
1114 
iiii 
1108 
1105 

IIOI 

X098 
1095 
1090 
1086 

1082 
1078 
1072 
1068 
1063 

1057 
1052 
1046 
1040 
1035 

1028 
1022 
1015 
1008 
1002 

995 
988 

980 

973 
965 

958 
950 
942 

934 
9*5 

918 
909 
900 
892 
883 


0.50 
0.51 
0.52 
0.53 
0.54 

0.55 
0.56 
0.57 
0.58 
0.50 

0.60 
0.01 
0.62 
0.63 
0.64 

0.65 
0*66 
0.67 
0.68 
0*60 

0.70 
0.71 
0.72 
0.73 
0.74 

0.75 
0.76 
0.77 
0.78 
0.79 

0.80 
0.81 
0.82 
0.83 
0.84 

0.85 
0.86 
0.87 
0.88 
0.80 

0.90 
0.91 
0.92 
0.93 
0.94 

0.95 
0.96 
0.97 
0.98 
0.99 

1.00 


•<0 


QL  5^050 
.52924 

•53790 
.54646 

•55494 

0^56332 
.57162 
.57982 
.58792 

•59594 

0.60386 
.61168 
.61941 
.62705 

•63459 

0.64203 
.64938 
.65663 

..66378 
.67084 

0.67780 
.68467 

•69143 
.69810 

.70468 

0.71X16 

•71754 
.72382 

.73001 

.73610 

0.74210 
.74800 

.7538* 
•7595» 
.765>4 

0.77067 
.77610 
.78144 
.78669 
.79184 

a7969i 
.80188 
.80677 
.81156 
.81627 

0.82089 
.82542 
.82987 

•834*3 
.83851 

0^84270 


Dift 


874 
866 
856 
848 
838 

830 
820 
810 
802 
792 

782 

773 
764 

754 
744 

735 

7*5 

715 
706 

696 

687 
676 
667 
658 
648 

638 
628 
619 
609 
600 

590 
581 

571 
562 

553 

543 
534 
5*5 

5>5 

507 

497 
489 

479 
47 « 
462 

453 

445 
436 

428 

419 


•00 
•01 
.02 
•03 
.04 

.05 
.06 
.07 
.08 
•09 

•  10 
.11 
.12 
.13 
.14 

•  15 
.16 
.17 

.18 

•  19 

.20 
.21 
.22 
•23 
•24 

•25 
.20 
.27 
.28 
.29 

.30 
.31 
.32 
.33 
.34 

•35 
.36 
.37 
.38 
.39 

•40 
•41 
.42 
.43 
.44 

.45 
.46 

.47 
•48 
.49 

1.50 


•«) 


Dur. 


0^84270 
.84681 
.85084 

.85478 
.85865 

0.86244 
.86614 
•86977 

•87333 
.87680 

0.88021 

.88353 
.88679 

.88997 

.89308 

0.89612 
.89910 
.90200 
.90484 
.90761 

0.91031 
.91296 

•9>553 
.91805 

.92051 

0.92290 
.92524 
.92751 

•9*973 
.93190 

0.93401 
.93606 
.93807 
.94002 
.94191 

0.94376 

•94556 

.94731 
.94902 

.95067 

0.95229 

•95385 
•95538 
.95686 

.95830 

0.95970 
.96105 
.96237 
.96365 
.96490 

0.966x1 


41 X 

403 
394 
387 
379 

370 

363 
356 

347 
341 

332 
326 
318 

3" 

304 

298 
290 
284 

277 
270 

265 
257 
252 
246 
239 

434 

227 

222 
217 
2x1 


205 
20  X 

95 
89 
85 

80 

75 

7» 

65 
62 

56 
53 
48 


40 

35 

3* 
28 

*5 

2X 


•50 
•51 
•52 
.53 
.54 

•55 
•56 
.57 

•58 
•59 

.60 
.61 
•62 
.63 
•64 

•65 
.66 
.67 
.68 
.69 

.70 
.71 
.72 
.73 

.74 

.76 
.76 

.77 
•78 
.79 

.80 
.81 

•82 

.83 
.84 

.85 
.80 
.87 
•88 
.89 

•90 
.91 
.92 
•93 
.94 

•95 
•96 
•97 
.98 
•99 

2.00 


9<0 


e.  966 II 

.96728 
.96841 
.96952 
.97059 

0.97x62 

.97*63 
.97360 

.97455 
•97546 

0.97635 

.97721 

.97804 
.97884 
.97962 

0.98038 
.981x0 
.98181 
.98249 
.98315 

0.98379 
.98441 
.98500 
.98558 
.98613 

0.98667 

.98719 
.98769 

.98817 

.98864 

0.98909 
.98952 

.98994 
.99035 
.99074 

0.991x1 

.99147 
.99182 

.99216 

.99248 

0.99*79 
.99309 

.99338 

.99366 

.99392 

0*99418 

•99443 
.99466 

.99489 
•995" 

0.99532 


US. 


117 
113 
XIX 

107 

103 

101 

97 

95 

9» 
89 

86 

83 
80 

78 
76 

7* 

7» 
68 

66 
64 
62 

59 
58 
55 
54 

5* 

50 
48 
47 
45 

43 
4* 
41 
39 

37 

36 

35 
34 
3* 
31 

30 
29 

28 

26 

26 

*5 
*3 

*3 

22 

21 


Vou  II 38 


608 


TABLE  IX.A.   Probability  of  Enron. 

(Method  of  Least  Sqaares.) 


2    r^ 

©('"') =-7- 1  '— «" 


r 


(pO 


0.00 
0.01 
0.02 
0.03 
0.04 

0.05 
0.00 
0.07 
0.08 
0.09 

0.10 
0.11 
0.12 
0.13 
0.14 

0.15 
O.IG 
0.1 7 
0.18 
0.19 

0.20 

0.21 

0.22 

0.27 

0.24 

0.25 
0.20 
0.27 
0.28 
0.20 

0.30 
0.31 
0.32 
0.33 
0.34 

0.35 
0.36 
0.37 
0.38 
0.39 

0.40 
0.41 
0.42 
0.43 
0.44 

0.45 
0.46 
0.47 
0.48 
0.49 

0.50 


Diff. 


0.00000 
.00538 
.01076 
.01614 
.02151 

0.02690 
.03228 
.03766 
.04303 
.04840 

0.05378 
.05914 
.06451 
.06987 

.07523 

0.08059 
(08594 
.09129 
.09663 
.10197 

0.10731 
.11264 
.11796 
.12328 
.12860 

0.13391 
.13921 

.»445» 
.14980 

.15508 

0.16035 
.16562 
.17088 
.17614 
.18138 

0.18662 
.19185 
.19707 
.20229 
.20749 

0.21268 
.21787 
.22304 
.22821 
.23336 

0.23851 

.14364 

.24876 

.25388 
.25898 

0.16407 


538 
538 
538 

538 
538 

538 
538 
537 
537 
538 

536 
537 
536 
536 
536 

535 
535 
534 
534 
534 

533 
53* 
53* 
53a 
53» 

530 

530 
529 

528 

5*7 

517 
526 
526 

5*4 
524 

5»3 

5" 

5" 
520 

5«9 

519 
5>7 
5»7 
5>5 
5«5 

5»3 

5»a 

5>» 

510 
509 


0.50 
0.51 
0.52 
0.53 
0.54 

0.55 
0.5G 
0.57 
0.58 
0.50 

0.60 
0.01 
0.62 
0.63 
0.64 

0.65 
0.66 
0.67 
0.68 
0.69 

0.70 
0.71 
0.72 
0.73 
0.74 

0.75 
0.76 
0.77 
0.78 
0.79 

0.80 
0.81 
0.82 
0.83 
0.84 

0.85 
0.86 
0.87 
0.88 
0.89 

0.90 
0.91 
0.92 
0.03 
0.94 

0.95 
0.96 
0.97 
0.98 
0.99 

1.00 


(pO 


IHff. 


0.16407 
.16915 
.17411 
.17917 
.18431 

0.18934 
.19436 
.19936 

•30435 
.30933 

0.31430 

•3«9a5 
.31419 

.32911 

.33402 

0.33891. 
.34380 
.34866 

•3535» 
•35835 

0.36317 
.36798 

.37*77 

.37755 
.38231 

0.38705 
.39178 
.39649 
.40118 
.40586 

0.41052 

.4i5«7 
.41979 

.42440 

.42899 

0.43357 

•43813 

.44*67 

•44719 
•45 ' 69 

0.45618 
.46064 
.46509 
.46952 

•47393 

0.47831 
.48170 

.48705 
•49»39 
•49570 

0.50000 


508 
506 
506 

504 
503 

502 
500 

499 
498 

497 

495 
494 

49* 
491 

490 

488 
486 
486 

483 
482 

481 

479 
478 
476 

474 

473 

47 « 
469 

468 

466 

465 
462 

461 

459 

458 

456 
454 
45* 
450 
449 

446 

445 
443 
44» 
439 

438 
435 
434 

43 » 

430 


1.00 
1.01 
1.02 
1.03 
1.04 

1.05 
1.00 
1.07 
1.08 
1.09 

1.10 
1.11 
1.12 
1.13 
1.14 

1.15 
1.16 
1.17 
1.18 
1.19 

1.20 
1.21 
1.22 
1.23 
1.24 

1.25 
1.26 
1.27 
1.28 
1*29 

1.30 
1.31 
1.32 
1.33 
1.34 

1.35 
1.36 
1.37 
1.38 
1.39 

1.40 
1.41 
1.42 
1.43 
1.44 

1.45 
1.46 
1.47 
1.48 
1.49 

1.50 


00»0 


IMff. 


0.50000. 
.50428 
.50853 
.51277 
.51699 

0.521 IQ 

•5*^537 
.52952 

.53366 

.53778 

0.54188 

•54595} 
.55001 

.55404 
.55806 

0.56205 
.56602 
.56998 

•5739' 

•5778a 

0.58171 

•58558 
.58942 

•593*5 
•59705 

o.  6008  3 
.160459 
.60833 
.61205 

•61575 

0.61942 
.62308 
.62671 
.63032 
.63391 

0.63747 
.64102 

•64454 
.64804 

.65152 

0.65498 
.65841 
.66182 
.66521 
.66858 

0.67193 
.67526 
.67856 
.68184 
.68510 

0.688^ 


428 

4*5 
4*4 
422 
420 

418 

415 
414 

412 

410 

407 
406 
403 
402 

399 

397 
396 

393 

39" 

389 

387 

384 

383 
380 

378 

376 

374 

37* 
370 

367 

366 
363 
361 

359 
356 

355 
35* 
350 
348 
346 

343 
341 
339 
337 
335 

333 
330 
328 

326 
3*3 


1.50 
1.51 
1.52 
1.53 
1.54 

1.55 
1.56 
1.57 
1.58 
1.59 

1.60 
1.61 
1.62 
1.63 
1.64 

1.65 
1.66 
1.67 
1.68 
1.69 

1.70 
1.71 
1.72 
1.73 
1.74 

1.75 
1.76 
1.77 

1.78 
1.79 

1.80 
1.81 
1.82 
1.83 
1.84 

1.85 
1.86 

1.87 
1.88 
1.89 

1.90 
1.91 
1.92 
1.93 
1.94 

1.95 
1.96 
1.97 
1.98 
1.99 

2.00 


e(pO' 


DHL 


0.68833 

.69*55  r  * 
.69474  t^l 
.69791  f^l 

.70106  ^  ^ 


0.70419 
.70719 


3«3 

[10 

09 


•7*344'  :,, 
.71648 


3CC 


3^4 

301 

0.71949^ 

•7**49 
.72546     5" 

•'^^^'i*93 

^•734*5'  ^s 

•73714-  ^^l 
.74000  ^g. 

•74*85'  ^^l 

•74567^  ^g; 


0.74847 

.75**4: 

.75400' 

•75674I 
•75945; 

0.761141 
764S1 
•76746 


276 

*74 

271 

269 

26^ 
265 
261 

•77009:  jsJ 
•77*701  ^jj 

•77785!  .{• 
•7''54»  ^J 

.79180:  ^4 

•795"  n; 

.79761.  ^^J 


236 


0.79999 

•8o»35  .,. 
•80469  *i| 
.80700:  *^' 
.80930'  ***° 


328 


0.81158 

.81383'  "5 

.««6o7:  !!t 

.81818 
.81048 


0.81166 


111 

12c 

118 


694 


TABLE  IX.A.    Probability  of  Errors. 

(Method  of  Least  Squares.) 


2     /•«"' 


f=i 


V 

©(P'O 

215 
214 
212 

2.50 

2.51 

e(pO 

Diff. 

129 

128 

V 

oorfO 

IMff. 

f 

e  o><') 

Diff. 
30^ 

2.00 
2.01 

0.82266 
.82481 

0.90825 
.90954 

3.00 
3.01 

0.95698 
•95767 

69 
68 

3.50 
3.60 

0.9U76 
.984S2 

2.02 

.82695 

2.52 

.91082 

126 

3.02 

•95835 

67 

66 
65 

3.70 

•^^743  Z\ 

2.03 
2.01 

.82907 
.83117 

210 

207 

2.53 
2.54 

.91208 
.91332 

114 
124 

3.03 
3.04 

.95902 
.95968 

3.80 
3.90 

.98962  JJ9 
.99'47  ,3^3 

2.05 

0.83314 

206 

2.55 

0.91456 

lii 

3.05 

0.96033 

65 

62 

4.00 

09930a  ,-0 

2.03 
2.07 

.83530 
•83734 

204 

2.5G 
2.57 

.91578 
.91698 

M  mm 

120 
119 
118 

3.06 
3.07 

.96098 
.96161 

4.10 

4.t:o 

•9943.  :2 
•99539  gg 

2.08 

.83936 

40 1 

2.58 

.91817 

3.08 

.96224 

4.30 

2.09 

.84137 

m\0  M 

198 

2.59 

•9"935 

A  a  u 

116 

3.09 

.96286 

60 

4.40 

•997C0;  ^3 

2.10 

0.84335 

196 

"95 

«93 
190 

189 

2.00 

0.92051 

""5 

114 

112 
lit 

3.10 

0.96346 

60 

4.50 

0.99760 

48 

A  f\ 

2.11 

.84531 

2.61 

.92166 

3.11 

.96406 

60 

4.G0 

.99808 

2.13 
2.13 

.84726 
.84919 

2.62 
2.63 

.92280 
.92392 

3.12 
3.13 

.96466 
.96524 

5« 
56 

4.70 
4.80 

.99848 
.99879 

40 

3" 

2.14 

.85109 

2.64 

.92503 

ABA 

HO 

3.14 

.96582 

4.90 

•99905  ., 

2.15 

0.85298 

188 

2.65 

0.92613 

X08 

3.15 

0.96638 

56 

5.00 

0.99926 

2.10 

.85486 

185 
183 

182 

2.6G 

.92721 

3.16 

.96694 

OD 

I.OCOOO 

2.17 

.85671 

2.67 

.92828 

107 

3.17 

.96749 

55 
55 

53 
53 

2.18 

.85854 

2.68 

•9»934 

A  wN/ 

t  r\A 

3.18 

.96804 

2.19 

.86036 

1  0  Jb 
180 

2.69 

.93038 

1  U4 
103 

3.19 

.96857 

2.20 

0.86216 

178 
176 

2.70 

0.93141 

3.20 

0.96910 

5a 
5" 
5" 

50 
49 

2.21 

.86394 

2.71 

.93243 

f  Of 

3.21 

.96962 

__ 

O  OO 

.86570 

2.72 

•93344 

3.22 

.97013 

2.23 

.86745 

*75 
172 

171 

2.73 

•93443 

99 

98 

97 

3.23 

.97064 

.. 

2.24 

.86917 

2.74 

•9354" 

3.24 

.97114 

2.25 

0.87088 

170 

167 
166 

2.75 

0.93638 

96 

94 
94 
9i 
9" 

3.25 

0.97163 

48 
48 
47 
46 

45 

2.2G 

.87258 

2.76 

•93734 

3.26 

.97211 

2.27 

.87415 

2.77 

.93828 

3.27 

•97259 

• 

2.28 

.87591 

164 
163 

2.78 

.93922 

3.28 

.97306 

2.29 

•87755 

2.79 

.94014 

3.29 

•9735a 

2.30 

0.87918 

160 

2.80 

0.94105 

90 
89 
87 
87 
85 

3.30 

0.97397 

45 
44 
44 

43 
42 

2.31 

.88078 

2.81 

•94"95 

3.31 

.97442 

2.32 

88237 

*59 

158 

1  p  r 

2.82 

.94284 

3.32 

.97486 

2.33 

.88395 

2.83 

•9437" 

3.33 

•97530 

2.34 

.88550 

*55 
"55 

2.84 

.94458 

3.34 

•97573 

2.35 

0.88705 

2.85 

0.94543 

84 

84 
82 

3.35 

0.97615 

42 

4" 

40 
40 

39 

2.30 

.88857 

153 

"5' 
149 

t  A1 

2.86 

.94627 

3.36 

• 

.97657 

2.37 

.89008 

2.87 

.94711 

3.37 

.97698 

2.38 

.89157 

2.88 

•94793 

0  m 

81 
80 

3.38 

•97738 

2.39 

.89304 

'47 
146 

2.89 

.94874 

3.39 

.97778 

2.40 

0.89450 

9  M  P 

2.90 

0.94954 

in 

3.40 

0.97817 

38 
38 
37 
37 
36 

2.41 

•89595 

"45 

"43 
141 

w  Ar\ 

2.91 

•95033 

79 
78 
76 
76 
75 

3.41 

•97855 

2.42 

.89738 

2.92 

.95111 

3.42 

•97893 

2.43 

.89879 

2.93 

.95187 

3.43 

.97930 

2.44 

.90019 

140 
138 

2.94 

.95263 

3.44 

.97967 

2.45 

0.90157 

136 

*  <«  ^ 

2.95 

0.95338 

74 

1 1 

3.45 

0.98003 

36 

35 
35 
34 
33 

2.46 

.90293 

2.96 

.95412 

3.46 

.98039 

2.47 

.90428 

"35 

V  <•  it 

2.97 

•95485 

73 
72 

7" 
70 

3.47 

.98074 

2.48 

.90562 

"34 

2.98 

•95557 

3.48 

.98109 

2.49 

.90694 

"3* 
131 

2.99 

.95628 

3.49 

.98143 

2.50 

0.90825 

^ 

3.00 

0.95698 

3.50 

0.98176 

5V& 


TABLE  X.   Peirce's  Criterion. 


Values  of  »>  fob  /i  =  1. 


m 

n 

1 

9 

8 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

3 

1.480 

' 

4 

1.91a 

1.163 

•«•••• 

..♦••• 

5 

a.278 

»-439 

•••••« 

6 

1.591 

1.687 

1.208 

..M  .. 

7 

1.866 

1.910 

X.409 

1.045 

1 

8 

3.109 

i.iii 

1.589 

1.229 

......          , 

0 

3327 

1.195 

«-753 

1.388 

X.091 

1 

10 

3.526 

1.464 

1.904 

1.5^31 

1.141 

«%•••> 

11 

3707 

1.611 

1.045 
1.176 

1.661 

1-373 

1. 121 

12 

3875 

1.766 

1.785 

1.A91 
1.604 

1.149 

1.018 

13 

4019 

1.901 

1.199 
1.416 

1.901 

1.361 

1.145 

14 

4.173 

3.030 

1.009 

1.709 
1.807 

1.465 

1.155 

1.053 
X.163 

15 

4.309 

3.151 

1.516 

l.Xll 

1,561 

J-3S4 

•* • • « • 

10 

4.436 

3.164 

1.630 

1.107 

1.898 

1.651 

»-445 

1.159 

1.080 

17 

m 

3371 

1.719 

1.300 

1.985 

1.736 

1.519 

1-347 
X.418 

1.176      1 

18 

3-475 

1.814 

1.389 

1.069 

1.817 

1.609 

1.161  ! 

19 

4776 

3.664 

2.9  H 

1.474 
1.556 

1.150 

1.895 

1.685 

1.504 

»-34i  i 

20 

4.878 

3.001 

1.127 

1.970 

1-757 

1.576 

1.415 

21 

4-975 
5.068 

3-755 
3.840 

3.084 

1.634 

1.301 

1.041 

1.817 

1.644 

1-483    : 

22 

3.164 

1.709 

1.373 

1.109 

1.893 

1.710 

1-549 
1.612 

23 

5157 

3-9*3 

3140 

1.781 

1441 

1.176 

J-957 

1.773 

24 

51+1 

4.002 

3-3!5 

1.852 

1.509 

1.140 

1.019 

1.833 

1-671  ' 

25 

5-3a4 

4.078 

3.38T 

1.910 

*-S73 

1.301 

1.079 

1.891 

1-7*9  i 

20 

5.403 

4.151 

3.456 

1.986 

1.636 

1.361 

a.«37 

1.948 

^iH' 

27 

5-479 

4.122 

3.588 
3.651 

3«>49 

1.697 

1.410 

1.194 

l-OOt 

1.056 

1.838 

28 

5-5Sa 
5021 

4.191 

3. Ill 

2.756 

»-477 

1249 

1.891 

29 

4.358 

3.171 

1.813 

i.5« 
1.586 

1.302 

1.108 

1.941 

30 

5.690 

4.412 

3.712 

3.129 

1.869 

a-3S4 

1.158 

1.990  ■ 

31 

5-756 
5.820 

4.484 

3-77» 

3.185 

1.91J 
1.976 

1.638 
1.680 
1.738 
1.787 

1.404 

1.107 

1.038 

3^ 

4-545 
4.604 

3?;9 

3.340 

1.454 

1.155 

2085 

33 

5.881 

3884 

3-394 

3.018 

1-501 

1.301 

2.130 

34 

5.941 
0.001 

4.661 

3-939 

3-446 

3.078 

*549 

*.347 

*-i75  1 
1.218  1 

35 

4.717 

3.991 

3-497 

3.117 

1.834 

»-594 

1.391 

3G 

6.058 

4-771 
4.813 

4.044 

3-547 

3-174 

1.880 

2.6j9 
1683 
1.716 

1.436 

1.261 

37 

6.113 

4.095 

3595 
3.643 

3.639 

3.221 

1.926 

1.478 

1.30a 

38 

6.167 

4.874 

4.144 

3.167 

1970 

1.510 

*-343 

39 

6.119 

4-9*5 

4.192 

3.311 

3013 

1.768 

1.561 
a.  00 1 

2-383  ! 

40 

6.170 

4-974 

4-*39 

3-734 

3356 

3-055 

1.809 

1.422 

41 

6.320 

5.021 

4.285 

3-779 

3.398 

3.097 

t'.Al 

1.640 

1.460 

42 

6.160 
6.416 

5.069 

4-33' 

3?" 

3.440 

3.138 

1.678 

1-497 

43 

5.114 

4-375 
4.418 

3.865 

3.481 

3.178 

1.917 

1.716 

2-534 

44 

6.46J 
6.508 

5-159 

3.906 

3511 

3.117 

1.965 

».753 
1.789 

a- 5  70 

45 

5.101 

4.460 

3-947 

3.561 

3-*55 

3.001 

1.606 

40 

6.551 

5-»45 
5.1J7 

4.501 

3987 

.   3.600 

3*93 

3039 

*?i5 

1.641 

47 

6.596 

454* 
45S1 

4.620 

4.016 

3638 

3310 
3.366 

3075 

1.860 

1.67J 

2.708 : 

48 

th9 

4.065 

3675 

3.110 

1.894 

49 

6.681 

5368 

4.103 

3.712 

3401 

3-«45 

1928 

2.741 

50 

6.720 

5.408 

4-657 

4.140 

3.748 

3436 

3-'79 

1.961 

a-774 

51 

6.761 

5-447 

4.695 

4.176 

3.784 

3-471 

3-21J 

3.246 

1.994 

2.806 

6Z 

6.800 

5.484 

4.768 
4.804 

4.111 

3.819 

3-505 
3538 

3.017 

1838 
2.  "9 1 

53 

6.838 

5.522 

4-a47 
4.282 

3-887 

3*79 

3-059 

54 

6.876 

5-559 

3571 
3.603 

33" 

3.090 

2.899  ^ 

55 

6.913 

5595 

4.839 

4.316 

3.920 

3-34* 

3. Ill 

2.9*9 1 

50 

6.950 
6.986 

5.665 

4-873 

4-349 
4382 

3-95* 

I'ell 

3  373 

3.IJ1 
3.181 

**9J? 

57 

4.907 

3.984 

3.404 

19$? 

58 

7.021 

5699 

4  94" 

44>5 

4016 

3697 

3  434 

3  210 

3  017 

50 
GO 

7.056 
7.090 

5.766 

4  974 
5.006 

4-447 
4.478 

4.047 
4.078 

3.7*8 
3758 

3463 
3.492 

lilt 

3.046 
3074 

590 


TABLE  X.   Peiroe's  Onterion. 


Values  of  »*  for  /<  =  2. 


• 

« 

II 

1 

9 

8 

4 

5 

6 

1 

8 

9 

4 

6  ' 

1.887 

1.235 

•••••• 

s 

a.«3o 

1.479 

1.114 
1.288 

7 

2.528 

1.705 

1.025 

d 

*-793 

1.913 

»-459 
1.620 

1.163 

•••••• 

6 

3.029 

2.102 

1.304 

1.066 

lO 

3.242 

2.277 

1.771 

»-439 

1.191 

11 

3-437 
3.616 

2.440 

1.91J 
2.046 

1.566 
1.687 

1.310 

.1.098 

12 

2.592 

1.423 

1.20S 

1.015 

13 

3.78* 

2.867 

2.171 

1.802 

«-5*9 
1.63 1 

1. 310 

1.122 

14 

3.9J6 
4.080 

2.290 

1.910 

1.409 

1.220 

1.045 

15 

2.991 

2.403 

2.014 

1.727 

1.501 

1. 312 

1.141 

10 

4.215 

3.109 

2.510 

1.112 

1.819 

1.589 
1.673 

1.308 
1.480 

1.229 

1.070 

17 

4-34» 
4.462 

3.221 

2.61.1 

2.20d 

1.907 

1.311 

1.157 

18 

3.328 

2.708 
2.801 

2.205 

a.  38  2 

1.991 

«.753 
1.830 

1.557 
.1.031 

1.388 

1.236 

10 

4.624 

3.420 
3.526 

2.072 

1.461 

1.310 

20 

a.890 

2.465 

2.150 

1.904 

1.703 

1.531 

1.380 

21 

*-Z57 

3.619 

*-975 

»-544 
2.621 

2.22C 
2.298 

1.976 

1.838 

\it\ 

1.447 

23 

4.885 

3.707 

3057 

2.045 

1.511 

23 

4-979 

3-79* 
3.874 

3136 

l-'ytl 

2.368 

2.112 

1.902 

1.725 

1.572 

1.631 
1.688 

24 

5.069 

3212 

a-435 

2.176 

1.964 

1.785 

25 

S-»55 

3953 

3.286 

*.835 

2.501 

2.239 

2.024 

1.843 

26 

5.238 

4.029 

3-357 

2.902 

2.626 

2.290 
2.358 

2.082 

1.900 

'•743 
1.848 

27 

5-3>7 

4.103 

3.426 

2.967 

2.139 

'•955 
2.008 

28 

5-394 
5.468 

4-»74 

3-49* 

3.030 

2.686 

2.415 

2.19A 
2.248 

29 

4.242 

3556 
3-619 

3091 

a.744 
2.801 

2.471 

2.060 

1.898 

30 

5539 

4.309 

3.150 

2.525 

2.300 

2.111 

1.948 

31 

5. 608 

4.373 

3.680 

3.208 

2.856 

2.578 
2.630 
2.680 

2.351 

2. 160 

1.996 

3^ 

5-675 

4-435 
4.496 

373? 
3.796 

.     3.264 

2.909 

^.401 

2.208. 

2042 
2.088 

33 

5.740 
5.803 

3-3'9 

2.961 

2.449 
2.496 

2.255 

34 

4.555 
4-613 

3.852 

3-37* 

4.012 

2.729 

2.301 

2.132 

35 

5.864 

3.906 

3-4*4 

3.062 

2.777 

i-543 

*-345 

2.176 

3G 

59*4 

4.669 

3959 

3-474 

3.1 1 1 

2.824 

2.588 
2.632 

2.389 

2.219 

37 

5-981 

6.037 

4-7*3 
4776 

*!*Z 
4-878 

4.01 1 

3-5*3 

3.158 

2.870 

243* 

2.260 

38 

4061 

3-57* 
3.619 

3.205 

^914 
2.958 

»675 

*-474 

2.301 

39 

6.092 

4.1 1 1 

3.250 

2.717 

2.515 

2.341 

40 

6.145 

4-«59 

3665 

3*94 

3.001 

*.759 

*-555, 

2.380 

41 

f-»97 

4-9*7 

4.206 

3.710 

3-338 

$•043 
3.084 

2.800 

».595 
2.634i 

2,419 

4^ 

6.247 

4.975 

4.252 

3-755 
3.798 
3-840 
3.882 

3.381 

2.840 

a-457 

43 

$»97 

5.022 

4-297 

3.422 

3- '54 

2.879 

2.672 

2.494 

44 

6345 

5.068 

4-34  < 
4.384 

3463 

3.164 

4.917 

2.709 

•   2.566 

45 

6.392 

5.113 

3503 

3.203 

*-95S 

2.746 

4a 

6.438 
6.483 

5.'57 

4.426 

3.923 

3-543 
3.581 

3.656 

3*4' 

2.992 

2.782 

2.601 

47 

5.200 

4.468 

3.963 

3.278 

3.029 

2.817 

2.669 

48 

f-5»7 

5.2J2 

5-*83 

4.508 

4.002 

3-3»5 

3.064 

2.852 

40 

6.612 

4-548 
4-587 

4.040 

3  3J' 
3386 

3.099 

2.886 

2.701 
2.736 

50 

5-3*3 

4.078 

3.693 

3- '34 

2.920 

51 

6653 

5.362 

4.626 

4.115 

3.7*8 

3.421 

3.168 

2.986 

2.768 
2.800 

52 

6.694 

5.401 

4.663 

4.ICI 
4.187 

3-764 
379* 

3.867 

3-456 
3.489 

3.201 

53 

6.73+ 

544; 

4.700 

3.266 

3.018 

2.831 
2.862 

54 

6.811 

5478 

4-736 

4.222 

3-5*3 

3.0A9 

3.080 

55 

5-515 

4-77* 

4.*57 

3555 

3.298 

2.892 

50 

6.848 
6.8J5 

5-55' 

4.807 

4.291 

3.900 

3-588 
3.619 

3.329 

3.111 

2.922 

57 

5-587 
5.622 

"^bi 

4.3*5 

3-93* 

3964 
3.996 

3.360 

3.141 

29J1 
2.980 

58 

6.921 

4.876 

4-357 

3.6C0 
3.681 

3-390 

3.171 

59 

6.957 

5.656 

4909 

4-390 

J4'9 
3-448 

3.200 

3.009 

00 

1 

6.993 

5.690 

4.942 

4.421 

4.027 

3  7" 

3.229 

3-037 

5^7 


TABLE  X.  A.    Feirce's  Criterion. 

Log  T. 


1 


2 
3 

4 
5 

6 

7 

8 

0 

10 

11 
\l 
13 
14 
15 

IG 
17 
18 
19 
20 

21 
22 
23 
24 
25 

2G 
27 
28 
29 
30 

31 
32 
33 
34 
35 

3G 
37 
38 

39 
40 

41 
\l 
43 
41 
45 

4G 
47 
48 
49 
50 

51 
52 
53 
54 
55 

5G 
57 
58 
59 
GO 


9-3979 
9.1707 

2.0231 
•9*34 

8.8259 
8.7532 
8.6910 
8.6365 
8.5882 

8.5447 
8.5051 
8.4689 

8-4355 
8.4044 

8-3754 
8.3483 
8.3227 
8.2986 
8.2757 

8.2540 
8.2335 
8.2136 

8.1947 
8.X766 

8.1592 
8.1425 
8.1264 
8.1 109 
8.0959 

8.0814 
8.0674 
8.0538 
8.0407 
8.0279 

8.0155 
8.0034 

.99»7 
.9803 

.9691 

•9583 
.9477 

-9373 
.9272 

.9 '74 

.0077 
.§083 
.8890 
.8800 
.8711 

.8624 

•853? 
.8456 

.8374 
.8293 

.8214 
.8137 
.8060 
.7986 
.7912 


9 


9-5853 
9.3979 

9.2693 

9.1707 
9.0906 

2  .023 1 
.9648 

8.9n4 

8.8675 
8.8259 
8.7881 

«-753a 
8.7210 

8.6910 
8.6629 
8.6365 
8.61 17 
8.5882 

8.5659 

8.5447 
8.5245 

8.5051 

8.4867 

8.4689 
8.4519 
8.4354 

8.4197 
8.4044 

8.3897 

8-3754 
8.3617 

8.3483 

8-3353 

8.3227 
8.3105 
8.2986 
8.2870 
8.2757 

8.2647 
8.2540 
8.2435 
8.2333 
8.2233 

8.2136 
8.2040 


8 


8.1947 
-.i8|5 
8.1706 

8.1678 
8.1592 
8.1508 
8.1425 
8.1344 

8.1264 
8.1186 
8.1109 
8.1033 
8.0959 


8 


(.'631 


9.6744 
9.5129 

9-3979 
9.3080 

9.2338 

9.1707 

9.115T 

9.0669 

?.0231 
.9834 
8.9470 
8.9134 

8.8822 
8.8532 
8.8259 
8.8003 

8.7761 
8.7532 

8.73»5 
8.7107 

8.6910 

8.6721 

8. 

8 

8.619 

8.6037 

8.5884 

8.5587 
8.5447 

8.5311 

8.5179 

8.5051 
8.4927 
8.4807 
8.4689 

8.4575 

8.4463 

8.4355 
8.4249 

8.4145 

8.4044 

8.394s 
8.3849 

8.3662 
8.3571 

8.348} 
8.3396 
8.3311 
8.3227 
8.3145 

8.306 

8.298 

8.2008 

8.2832 

8.2757 


9,7283 

95853 
9.4810 

9-3979 
9.3287 

9.2693 

9.2172 

9.1707 
9.1288 
9.0906 

90555 

0.0231 
8.9930 
8.9648 

8.9383 
8.9134 

8.8898 
8.8675 
8.8462 
8.8259 
8.8066 

8.7881 

87703 

8.753a 
87308 

8.7210 

8.7057 
8. 6910 
8.6767 
8.6629 
8.6495 

8.6365 
8.6239 
8.6117 
8.5998 
8.5882 

8.5769 
8.5659 
8-555^ 
8-5447 
8-5345 

8.5245 
8.5147 
8.5051 
8.4958 
8.4867 

8-4777 
8.4689 

8.4603 

8.4519 

8.4436 

8.4355 
8.4275 

8.4197 

8.4120 

8.4044 


6 


9.7652 
9.6302 

95403 
9.4630 

9-3979 

9-34»7 
9.2921 

9.2477 
9.2074 

9.1707 

9.1368 
9.1055 
9.0762 
9.0489 
9.0231 

8.9988 
8.9758 
8.9540 

8-933» 
8.9134 

8.8944 
8.8763 
8.8588 
8.8421 
8.8259 

8.8104 

8.7954 
8.7809 

8.7668 

8.7S3» 

8.7400 
8.7272 
8.7148 
8.7027 
8.6910 

8.6795 
8.6684 

8.6575 
8.6469 

8.6365 

8.6264 
8.6165 
8.6069 

8.5974 
8.5882 

8.5791 
8.5703 
8.5616 
8.5530 

8.5447 

55365 
8.5284 

8.5205 

8.5128 

8.5051 


9.7922 
9.6744 

95853 
9.5129 

9.4514 

9-3979 
9.3506 

9.3080 

9.2693 

9.2338 
9.2011 

9.1707 

914*3 
9-"57 

9.0906 
9.0669 
9.0445 
9.0231 
9.0028 

8.9834 
8.9648 
8.9470 
8.9299 
8.9134 

8.8975 
8.8822 
8.8675 
8.8532 
8.8393 

8.8259 
8.8129 
8.8003 
8.7881 
8.7761 

8.7645 
8.7532 
8.7422 
8.7315 
8.7210 

8.7107 
8.7007 
8.6910 
8.6814 
8.6721 


8.6629 
8.6539 
8.645] 
8.6365 
8.6281 

8.6198 
8.6117 
8.6037 


8 


9.8130 
9.7042 
9.6210 

9-55*7 
9-4943 
9-4433 
9-3979 
93570 

93'97 
9.2854 

9.2537 

9.2242 

9.1966 

9.1707 
9.1463 
9.1231 
9.1012 
9.0803 

9.0604 
9.0414 

9.0231 
9.0056 
8.9888 

8.9726 
8.9571 
8.9420 
8.9275 
8.9134 

8.8998 
8.8865 

8.8737 
8.8613 

8.8492 

5!374 
8.8259 

8.8148 

8.8039 

8.7933 

8.7829 
8.7728 
8.7629 

!'753J 
8.7438 

87345 

87166 
8.7079 
8.69931 

8.6910I 
8.6828 

8^6^^^ 
8.6590 


9.8296 

9-7*53 

9.6501 

9.5853 
9.5298 

9.4810 
9-4374 


9-3979 
9.3619 

9,3287 

9.2980 

9.2693 

9.2424 
9.217s 
9.1933 
9.1707 
9.1492 

9.1288 
91095 
90906 
9.0727 

9-0555 

9.0390 
9.0231 

2  0078 
.9930 
8.9786 

8.9648 

!-95l3 
8.9383 
8.9257 
8.9134 

8.9014 
8.8898 
8.8785 
8.8675 
8.8567 

8.8462 
8.8360 
8.82<9 
8.8162 
8.8066 

8.7881 
8.7791 
8.7703 
8.7617 

8.7532 

'•7449 
8.7368 

8.7288 

8.7210 


9.8431 

7483 
6744 
612^ 

5597 

5129 


9 
9 
9 
9 
9 


9.4710 
9.432S 

93979 
9.365* 

9-3359 

9.3080 
9.281S 

9*571 

9*33* 
9.2117 

9.1907 
9.170: 
9.1516 
9.1332 
9-i'57 

9.09$  S 
9.0826 
9.0669 
9.051]$ 
9.0372 

90231 
9.0095 
8.9962 

8.9834 
8.9709 

8.95«(S 
8.947c 

89355 
8.924-, 

8.91 3; 

8.902^ 
8.8924 
8.8822 
8.8723 
8.8626 


>5i 


8.8 

8-8439 
8.834^ 

8.8259 

8.8172 

8.808T 
8.8003 
8.7021 
8.7840 
8.7761 
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TABLE  X.  A.   Feirce's  Criterion. 

Log  r. 


1 

m 

1 

1 

9 

8 

• 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

61 

7-7840 
7.7768 

8.0886 

8.2684 

!-3?70 
8.3897 

8.4977 

8.5806 

8.6514 

8.7133 

8.7684 

62 

8.0814 

8.2611 

8.4003 

8.4830 

5-573» 

iitn 

8.6983 

8,7607 

63 

7.7698 

8.0744 

8.2540 

8.3825 

?-56j9 
8.5587 

8.7532 

64 

7.7629 

8.0674 

8.2470 

8.3685 

8.4759 
8.4689 

8.6293 

8.6910 
8.6838 

5-7458 
8.7386 

;   65 

7.7562 

8.0606 

8.2401 

8.5516 

8.6222 

66 

7-7495 

8.0538 

iim 

8.3617 

8.4620 

5*5447 
8.5378 

8.6152 

8.6082 

8.6767 

8.7315 

67 

7.7429 

8.0472 

!-3549 

S-3483 
8.3418 

8-4485 

8.6697 

8.7244 

68 

77364 

8.0407 

8.2200 

8.5311 

8.601c 

8!5882 

8.6629 

8-7175 

60 

7.7300 

8.0342 

8.2136 

8.4420 

8.5245 

8.6562 

8.7107 

70 

7-7*37 

8.0279 

8.2072 

8.3353 

8.4355 

8.5179 

8.6495 

8.7040 

71 

7-7175 

8.0217 

8.2009 

8.3290 

8.4291 

8.5115 

8.5817 

8.6430 
8.6365 

8.6975 

72 

7.7114 

8.0155 

8!!It6 

8.3227 

8.4228 

8.4989 

8-5753 

8.6910 
8.6846 
8.6783 
8.6721 

73 

7-7054 

8.0094 

8.3166 

8.4166 

8.5690 

8.6302 

74 
75 

7-6994 
7.6936 

8.0034 
7-9975 

8.1825 
8.1766 

8.3106 
8.3045 

8.4105 
8.4044 

84867 

8.5628 
8.556^1 

8.6239 
8.6178 

76 

7.6878 

7.9917 
7.9859 

8.1707 

8.2986 

8.398J 

8.3926 

8.3868 

8.4807 

8.5506 

8.6117 

8.6659 

77 

7.6820 

8.1649 

8.2928 
8.2870 

8.4689 

pi 

8.6057 

8.6599 

78 

7-6764 
7.6708 

7.9803 

8.1592 

8.5998 

5-5539 
8.6481 

79 

7.9747 

8.1480 

8.2813 

8.38II 

8.4632 

8.5330 

8.5882 

80 

7.6653 

7.9691 

8.2757 

8.3754 

8.4575 

8.5273 

8.6423 

81 

76599 

7-9657 
7.9583 

8.1425 

8.2702 

8.3699 

8.4519 

8.5216 

8.5825 

8.6365 

8^ 

7.6546 

8.1371 

8.2647 

8.3644 

8.35^0 

8.3483 

8.4463 

8.5161 

8.5769 

8.6309 

83 

7.6493 

7.95»9 

8.1317 

8.2593 

8.4409 

8.5106 

8.5714 

8.6253 
8.6198 

84 

7.64AO 
7.6389 

7-9477 

8.1264 

8.2540 
8.2487 

8.4355 

S-5«5i 

8.5659 

85 

7-94*5 

8.1212 

8.4301 

8.4998 

8.5605 

8.6144 

88 

7.6337 

7  9373 

8.1 160 

5*^  J  5 

8.2384 

8.3431 

8.4249 

5-4245 
8.4892 

8.5552 

8.6090 

87 

7.6287 

7.9322 

8.1109 
8.1058 

8.3379 
8.3328 

8.4197 

8.5499 

8.6037 
8.5985 

88 

7.6217 
7.6187 

7.9272 

8.2283 

8.4145 

8.4841 

8-5447 

09 

7.9223 

8.1008 

8.3277 

8.4094 

8.4790 

8.5395 

Vslll 

90 

7.6139 

7-9 » 74 

8.0959 

8.2233 

8.3227 

8.4044 

8.4739 

8.53t5 

Log  JL 


X 

0 

1 

9 

8 

4 

5 

6 

1 

8 

9 

1.0 
1.1 
1.2 
1.3 
1.4 

9.5015 
9.4791 

9-4575 

94367 
9.4167 

9.4992 

9-4769 

9-4554 

9-4347 
9.4147 

9.4969 

9-4747 

9-4533 
9.4327 

9.4127 

9.4947 

9-47*5 
9.4512 

9.4306 

9.4108 

9.4924 
9.4704 

9.4491 
9.4286 

9.4088 

9.4902 
9.4682 
9.4470 
9.4266 
9.4069 

9.4880 
9.4661 
9.4450 
9.4246 
9.4050 

9.4857 
9.4639 

9.4429 

9.4226 

9.4030 

9-4835 
9.4618 

9.4408 

9.4206 

9.401 1 

9.4813 

9-4597 
9-4388 
9.4186 
9.3992 

1.5 
1.0 
1.7 
1.8 

1  !•» 

9-3973 
9.3786 

9.3604 

9.34*9 
9-3*59 

9-3954 

9-3767 

9.3587 
9.3412 

9.3242 

9-3935 

9.3749 

9-3569 

9-3395 
9.3226 

9.3916 

9-373' 

9-3551 

9-3377 
9.3209 

9.3897 
9.3712 

9.3534 
9.3360 

9.3»93 

9.3878 

9.3694 
9.3516 

93343 
9-3*76 

9.3860 
9.3676 
9.3498 
9.3326 
9.3160 

9.3841 
9-3658 
9.3481 
9.3310 

9-3'43 

9.3823 

9.3640 
9.3464 

93*93 
9.3127 

9.3804 
9.3622 

9.3446 
9.3276 

9.3111 

1  2.0 

2.2 
2.3 
2.4 

9.3095 

9*935 
9.2780 

9.2650 

9.2483' 

9.3078 
9.2919 
9.2765 
9.2615 
9.2469 

9.3062 
9.2904 
9.2750 
9.2600 

9*455 

9.2888 

9-*734 
9.2585 

9.2440 

9.3030 
9.2872 
9.2719 

9*571 
9.2426 

9.3014 
9.2857 
9.270A 
9.2556 
9.2412 

9.2998 
9.2841 
9.2689 
9.2541 
9.2398 

9.2982 
9.2826 
9.2674 
9.2527 

9*383 

9.2066 
9.28 1 1 
9.2659 
9.2512 
9.2369 

9.2951 

9*795 
9.264! 

9.2498 
9.*355 

2.5 
2.7 
2.7 
2.8 
2.0 

9.2341 
9.220^ 
9.2o6i 

9.J937 
9.1810 

9.2327 
9.2189 
9.2055 
9.1924 
9.1797 

9.231  J 
9.2176 
9.2042 
9.1912 
9.1785 

9.2209 
9.2162 
9.2029 
9.1899 

9-1773 

9-»»85 
9.2149 

9.2016 

9.1886 

9.1760 

9.2272 
9.2135 
9.2002 
9.1875 
9.1748 

9.2258 
9.2122 
9.1089 
9.1860 

9-1735 

9.224A 
9.2108 

9.1848 
9.1723 

9.2230 
9.2095 
9.1063 
9.1835 
9.1711 

9.2217 
9.2082 
9.1050 
9.1825 
9.1698 

3.0 

9.1686 
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TABLES 


FOR  CORRECTING 


LUNAR   DISTANCES. 


TABLE  21. 


TABLE  Xn. 


TABLE  Xin. 


Dip  of  the  Sea 
Uorixon. 

Augmentation  of  the  Moon's  Semidiameter. 

Correction  of  the 
Moon's  £q.  Parallax. 

Ileifrht 

of  the 

Bye. 

Dip  of  th« 
IlorisoD. 

App^ 

rent 

Altitude 

of  >. 

Lati- 
tude. 

Equatorial  Parallax. 

14' 

13' 

16' 

\r 

53' 

If 

61' 

30^ 

V 

W* 

0" 

ao* 

0" 

Feet. 

1        H 

0 

tr 

n 

n 

n 

It 

n 

e 

If 

0 

0 

o  oo 

0 

0.1 

0.1 

0.1 

O.I 

0.2 

0.2 

0 

0.0 

0.0 

ao 

1 

o  59 

2 

0.6 

0.6 

0.7 

0.7 

0.8 

0.8 

2 

0.0 

0.0 

0.0 

2 

»  »3 

4 

1.0 

I.I 

1.2 

«-3 

1.4 

»-5 

4 

0.1 

0.1 

0.1 

3 

1  4a 

6 

»-5 

1.6 

1-7 

«-9 

2.0 

2.1 

6 

0.1 

0.1 

0.1 

4 

I  58 

8 

S.O 

2.1 
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0262 

0267 

0273 

0283 

0294 

0299 

1 
1 

6  20 

0234 

0239 
0238 

0245 

0250 

0255 

0261 

0266 

0271 

0276 

0282 

0287 

0292 

0298 

•••••• 

22 

0233 

0243 

0249 

0254 

0259 

0258 

0264 

0270 

0275 

0280 

0286 

02QX 
0289 
0288 

<»96| 

24 

0231 

0237 

0242 

0247 

0253 

0263 

0268 

0274 

0279 

0284 

0295  .^...  ; 

26 

0236 

0241 

0246 

0251 

0257 

0262 

0267 

0272 

0277 

0283 

0293 

••*••• 

28 

02J4 

0240 

024s 

0250 

025s 

0260 

0266 

027  X 

0276 

028  X 

0286 

0292 

029: 

6  30 

0233 

0238 

0244 

0249 

0254 

0250 

0258 

0264 

^i; 

0275 

0280 

0285 

02Q0 
0289 

0195 

32 

02]2 

0237 

0242 

0248 

0253 

0263 

0268 

0273 

0278 

0284 

0194 

34 
36 

0231 
0230 

0236 
0235 

0241 
0240 

0246 
0245 

0251 
0250 

0257 
0255 

0262 
0260 

0267 
0260 

0272 

027  X 

0277 
0276 

0282 

028  X 

0287 
0286 

0293 
0291, 

38 

0229 

0234 

0239 

0244 

0249 

0254 

0259 

0264 

0209 

0274 

0279 

0284  0290 

6  40 

0227 

0232 

0238 

0243 

0248 

0253 

0258 

0263 

0268 

0273 

0278 

028  3 1  osSS 

42 

0226 

0231 

0236 

0241 

0246 

0252 

0257 

0202 

0267 

0272 

0277 

0282 

0287 

44 

0225 

0230 

0235 

0240 

0245 

0250 

0255 

0260 

0265 

0270 

0275 

0280 

oa851 

46 

0224 

0229 
0228 

0234 

0230 
0238 

0244 

0240 

0248 

0254 

0250 

02s8 

0264 

0269 
0268 

0274 

0270 
0278 

0184 

48 

0223 

0233 

0243 

0253 

0263 

0273 

0183 

6  60 

0242 

0227 

0232 

0237 

0242 

0247 

0252 

0257 

0262 

0266 

027  X 

0276 

0281 

62 

0221 

0226 

0231 

0236 

0241 

0246 

0250 

0255 

0260 

0265 

0270 

0275 

oa8c 

64 

0220 

0225 

0230 

0235 

0230 
0238 

0244 

0240 
0248 

0254 

0250 

0258 

0264 

0269 

0274 

0179 

66 

021Q 
0218 

0224 

0229 

0233 

OH3 

0253 

0263 

0267 

0272 

'^'^l 

68 

0223 

0227 

0232 

0237 

0242 

0247 

0252 

0257 

026  X 

0266 

0271 

0276 

7  0 

0217 

0222 

0226!  0231 

t 

0236 

0241 

0246 

025  X 

0155 

0260 

0265 

0270 

0175 

608 


TABLE  XV.   Log  A. 

For  eorreotiDg  Lunar  Di9tance8. 


A  pp. 
Ait. 

.>f  D- 

REDUCED  PARALLAX  AND  REFRACTION 

OF  ]>. 

41' 

45' 

46' 

4r 

48' 

49' 

50' 

51' 

52' 

53' 

54' 

55 

56' 

51 

o  * 
7     0 

.02»2 

0226 

0231 

0236 

024X 

0246 

0251 

0255 

0260 

0265 

0270 

0275 

3 

.0220 

0225 

0230 

0234 

023Q 
0238 

0244 

0249 

0254 

0258 

0263 

0268 

0273 

6 

.0218 

0223 

0228 

0233 

0242 

o»47 

0252  0257 

026X  0266 

0271 

9 

.0217 

0222 1  0226 

0231 

0236 

0241 

024s 

0250,  0255 

0260 1  0264 

0269 

12 

.0215 

0220 

0225 

0230 

0234 

0239 

0244 

0248  0253 

0258  0262 

0267 

7  15 

.0214 

0219 

0223 

0228 

0233 

0237 

0242 

0247  0251 

0256  0261 

0265 

18 

.0213 

0217 

0222 

0226 

023  X 

0236 

0240 

024s 

0250 

0254  0259 

0263 

21 

.0211 

0210 

0220 

0225 

0230 

0234 

0239 

0243 ,  0248 1 

0253  0257 

0262 

2» 

.0210 

0214 

0219 

0223; 0228 

0233 

0237 

0242 

0246 

025 X  0255 

0260 

27 

.0208 

0213 

0217 

0222  0227 

023  X 

0236 

0240 

0245 

0249  0254 

0258 

7  ZO 

.0207 

021 1 

0216 

0220 

0225 

0230 

0234 

0239 

0243 

0248  0252 

0257 

33 

.0206 

0210:  0215 

0210^  0224 

0228 

0232 

0237 1  024X 

0246  0250 

025s 

36 

.0204 

0209 

0213 

0218 

0222 

0227 

0231 

0235  0240 

0244  0249 

0253 

39 

.0203 

0207 

0212 

0216 

022X 

0225 

0229 
0228 

0*34 

0238 

0243'  0247 

0252 

42 

.0202 

0206 

0210 

0215 

02X9 

0224 

0232 

0237 

024X  0246 

0250 

7  45 

.0200 

0205 

020Q 
0208 

0213 

02X8 

0222 

0217 

0231 

0235 

0240  0244 

0248 

4.<^ 

.0190 
.0198 

0203 

0212!  0216 

022  X 

0225 

022Q'  0234 
0228;  0232 

0238  0242 

0247 

► 

51 

0202 

0206 

02I|I  0215 

0219 

02x8 

0224 

0237 1  0241 

0245 

0240 
0248 

51 

.0196 

0201 

0105 

020q'  0214 
0208! 0212 

0222 

0227  023 X 

023S'  0230 

0244 

57 

.0195 

0200 

0204 

0217 

0221 

0225  0229 

0234  0238 

•       1 

0242 

0246 

8  0 

.0194 

0198 

0103 

0207  02 1 1 

02XS 

02x9  0224 

0228 

0232!  0236 

0241 

0245 

3 

.0193 

0197 

0201 

0206'  0210 

0214 

0218 

0222 ;  0227 

023X  0235 

0230 
0238 

0243 

6 

.0192 

0x96 

0200 

0204  0208 

02x3 

02x7 

022X1  0225 

0229  0233 
0228  0232 

0242 

9 

0195 

0199 

0203;  0207 

021 X 

02x5 

0220,  0224 

0236 

0240 

1   12 

•• • •• a 

0193  0198 

0202  0206 

0210 

0214 

02x8 

0222 

0227  02 3 X 

0235 

0239 

8  15 

0192  0196 

0201 

0205 

0209 

02x3 

0217 

0221 

0225  022Q 
0224  0228 

0233 

0237 

18 

0191 

0195 

01 90:  0203 

01 99;  0202 

0207 

0212 

02x6'  0220 

0232 

0236 

21 

0100 
0180 
0188 

0194 

0206 

02x0 

O2I4I  02x8 

0222 i  0226 

0231 

023  s 

24 

0193 

0197  0201 

0205 

0209  02x31  <)^>7 

022X  0225 

0229 
0228 

0233 

27 

0192 

0196 

0200 

0204 

0208 

0212;  0216 

0220  0224 

0232 

8  30 

0187 

OI9I 

0195 

0199 

0203 

0207 

02XX  02x5 

0219  0223 

0226 

0230 

'   »3 

0186 

^'22 

0193  0197 

020X 

0205 

0209:  0213 
0208  0212 

0217  022X 

'  1 

0225 

022Q 
0228 

30 

0184 

oi88 

0192,  0196 

0200 

0204 

02x6  0220 

0224 

39 

0183 

0187 

0191  0195 

0X90 
0198 

0203 

0207  j  021 X 

0215  0219 

0223 

0226 

42 

0182 

0186 

0190  0194 

0202 

0206  0210 

02X4 

02x7 

022  X 

0225 

8  45 

0181 

0185 

0189  0193 
0188  0192 

0X97 

0201 

0205'  0208 

02x2 

02x6 

0220 

0224 

•   48 

0180 

0184 

CI96 

0200 

0203,  0207 

021 X  02x5 

02x0 
0218 

0223 

51 

01.70 
0178 

0183 

0187  OI9I 

0195 

0x98 

02021  0206 

0210  02X4 

022  X 

54 

0182 

0186  0190 

0193 

0197 

0201  1  0205 

0209 1  02X2 

02x6 

0220 

57 

0177 

0181 

0185 

0x89 

0192 

0x90 

0200  0204 

0208 

021 1 

02x5 

0219 

9  0 

0176 

0180 

0184 

CI88 

0191 

0195 

0X90 
0X98 

0203 

0206 

02x0 

02x4 

02x8 

3 

i 

0175 

0179 

0183  0186 

0100 
OIBQ 
0188 

0194 

0201 

0205 

0209 

,  0213 

02X6 

1    6 

0174 

0178 

0182  0185 

0193 

0X97 

0200 

0204 1  0208 

021 X 

02X5 

9 

0173 

0177 

0x81  0184 

0192 

0X96 

0190 
0198 

0203'  0207 

0210 

0214 

12 

0172 

0176 

0180  0183 

0187 

0191 

0X94 

0202 

0206 

0209 

02X3 

0  15 

0171 

0175 

0X79  0182 
OI78I  0x81 

0186 

0190 

OXBO 
0188 
0x87 

0193 

0x97 

0201 

0204 

0208 

0212 

1  '^^ 

0170 

0174 

0x85 

0X92;  0196 

0200 

0203 

0207 

02 1  I 

1   21 
24 

0170 

0173 
0172 

0177  o'^o 

0176  0179 

0184 
0183 

OX9IJ  0195 
OXOO:  0194 

0x90  0202 
0198  020X 

0206 
0205 

0209 
0208 

•   27 

• 

0171 

OI7S 

0x79 

0182 

0186 

0X89 

0193 

0x96 

0200 

0204 

0207 

0  30 

0170 

0174 

0178 

oi8x 

0X85 

0X88 

0x92 

0X95 

0x90 
0x98 

0203 

0206 

33 

0170 

0x73 

0x77 

0180 

0x84 

0X87 

6x91 

0194 

020X 

0205 

36 

0169 

0172  0x76 

0x70 
0178 

0183 

0X86 

0190 

0193 

0x97 

0200 

0204 

39 

0168 

0171  0175 

0182 

0X85 

0189 
0x88 

0X92 

0x96 

0x99 

0203 

42 

0167 

0x70  0174 

0x77 

oi8x 

0x84 

OI9I 

0x95 

0198 

0202 

0  45 

0166 

0169 

0x73 

0x76 

0180 

0183 

^"?7 

0X90 
0x89 
0188 

0x94 

0X97 

0201 

48 

0165 

OIOQ 

0x72 

0176 

0x70 
0x78 

0182 

0x86 

0x93 

0X96 

0200 

0203 

.   51 

0164 

0X68  OI7X 

0175 

0182 

0185 

0x92 

0X95 

0X99 

0202 

1   54 

1 

0163 

0X67 

0170 

0174 

0177 

OlSl 

0184 

0187 

0X9X 

0X94 

0198 

0201 

'   57 

0163 

0166 

0x09 

0x73 

0176 

0180 

0183 

0x86 

0190 

0X93 

0X97 

Q200 

10  0 

0162 

0x65  0x69 

0x72 

0175  o«79 

0182 

0186 

0x89 

0192 

0196,  0199 

Vo 

L.II.- 

39 

m 

) 

TABLE  XV.  Log  A. 

For  correcting  Lunar  DistancM. 


REDUCED  PARALLAX  AND  REFRACTION  OF  D.           1 

A  pp. 
Alt. 

1 

of  ]). 

46' 

47' 

48' 

40' 

50* 

51' 

52' 

58' 

54' 

55' 

56' 

5r 

58' 

1 
1 

O    ' 

.10  0 

.0162 

0165 

0x69 

0172 

0x75 

0179 

0x82 

0x86 

0x89 

0x92 

0x96 

0199 

5 

.0160 

0164 

0167 

0171 

0174.  0177 

0181 

0x84 

0187 

OXQX 
0X89 

0X87 

0194 

0x97 

1 

10 
15 

.0150 
.0158 

0161 
0x61 

0166 
0x64 

ox6q 
0x68 

0172  0176 
0X7X  0174 

0170 
0x78 

0x82 

oi8x 

0x86 
0184 

0x92 

OXQX 
0X89 
0188 

0x96 
0194 

\ 

20 

.0156 

0160 

0163 

0166 

0x70  0173 

0176 

0170 
0178 

0183 

0186 

0x92 

25 

.0155 

0158 

0162 

0165 

0x68 

0x71 

0x75 

0x81 

0184 

0X9X 

10  .ir 

.0154 

0157 

0160 

0x64 

0167 

0170 

<5i73 

0x77 

0x80 

0X83 

0x86 

0189 

36 

.0153 

0156 

0159 

0x62 

0166  0169 

0172 

0175 

0x78 

ox8x 

0185 

0x88 

40 

.0151 

0155 

0158 

ox6x 

0164  0167 

017X 

0174 

0177 

0x80 

0x83 

0186 

I 

4b 

.0150 

0153 

0157 

0160 

0x63  0166 

0160 
0168 

0172 

0x75 

0179 

0182 

0185 

■ 

bi 

.0140 
.0148 

0152 

C155 

0x58 

0162 

0165 

0X7X 

0x74 

0x77 

0180 

0183 

1 

56 

0151 

0154 

0157 

0x60 

0163 

0167 

0x70 

0x73 

0x76 

0X79 

0x82 

11  0 

.0147 

0x50 

0x53 

0156 

0150 
0158 

0162 

0x65 

0168 

0X7X 

0x74 

0X77 

ox8x 

5 

.0146 

0140 
0148 

0152 

0155 

oi6x 

0164 

0167 

0170 

0x73 

0176 

0170 
0x78 

1 

10 

0151 

0154 

0157 

0160 

0163 

0166 

0x69 

0x72 

<»75 

15 

0146 

0140 
0x48 

0152 

0x55 

0158 

0x61 

0164 

0167 

0170 

0173 

0176 

20 

0145 

015X 

0154 

0157 

0x60 

0163 

0166 

0x69 
0x68 

0172 

0x75 

1 

26 



0144 

0147 

0x50 

0x53 

0156 

0x59 

0162 

0165 

0X7X 

0x74 

11  30 

OH3 

0146 

0x40 
0x48 

0x52 

0x55 

0x58 

ox6x 

0x64 

0x67 

0x70 

0172 

»5 

0141 

0145 

0151 

0154 

0x57 

0160 

0162 

0x65 

0168 

0X7X 

• 

40 

0141 

0144 

0147 

0x50 

0153 

0x56 

0158 

oi6x 

0x64 

0x67 

0x70 

45 

0140 

0143 

0146 

0140 
0148 

0151 

0x54 

0157 

0x60 

0163 

0166 

0x69 

50 

0130 
0138 

0142 

0145 

0150 

0x53 

0156 

0x50 
0158 

0162 

0165 

0167 

56 

0141 

0x44 

0x46 

0x49 

0152 

0155 

0x61 

0163 

0x66 

12  0 

0137 

0140 

0x43 

0x45 

0x48 

0X5X 

0x54 

0x57 

0x50 
0x58 

0162 

0165 

5 

0136 

0130 
0x38 

0142 

0144 

0147 

0x50 

0153 

0x56 

oi6x 

0x64 

t 

10 

0135 

0x41 

0143 

0146 

0140 
0148 

0152 

0x54 

0157 

0160 

0x63 

16 

0134 

0x37 

0140 

0142 

0145 

0x51 

0x53 

0156 

0x59 
0x58 

0x62 

20 

0133 

0136 

0x30 
0138 

014X 

0144 

0x47 

0150 

0152 

0x55 

0160 

26 

0x32 

0135 

0x40 

0x43 

0x40 

0148 

0X5X 

0154 

0x57 

0159 

13  30 

0x31 

0x34 

0137 

0x30 
0x38 

0x42 

0x45 

0x47 

0x50 

0x53 

0x55 

0x58 

«••••• 

35 

0130 

0133 

0x36 

0x41 

0x44 

0146 

0x40 
0148 

0152 

0x54 

0157 

40 

0129 

0132 

0135 

0137 

0140 

0143 

0145 

0X5X 

0x53 

0x56 

45 

0129 
0128 

0131 

0134 

0x36 

0130 
0138 

0142 

0x44 

0x47 

0x50 

0152 

0x55 

0x58 

50 

0130 

0x33 

0136 

014X 

0143 

0x46 

0x49 
0148 

0X5X 

0x54 

0156 

55 

0x27 

0x29 

0132 

0x35 

0x37 

0x40 

0x42 

0x45 

0x50 

0153 

0x55 

» 

13  0 

0x26 

OX2Q 
0128 

0X3X 

0134 

0136 

0130 
0138 

0X4X 

0x44 

0x47 

0x40 
0x48 

0x52 

0x54 

1 

5 

0125 

0x30 

0x33 

0135 

0X4X 

0x43 

0x46 

0X5X 

0153 

10 

0124 

0X27 

0129 

0x32 

0135 

0137 

0x40 

0142 

0145 

0147 

0x50 

0x52 

15 

0123 

0126 

0x29 
0x28 

0131 

0134 

0136 

0130 
0x38 

014X 

0x44 

0x46 

0x40 
0x48 

0X5X 

20 

0x23 

0125 

0130 

0x33 

0135 

0x40 

0x43 

0x45 

0x50 

I 

26 

0122 

0x24 

0x27 

0129 

0132 

0x34 

0137 

0x39 

0142 

0x44 

0147 

0x49 

J 

13  30 

0121 

0X24 

0126 

0x29 
0x28 

013X 

0133 

0x36 

0x38 

0X4X 

0x43 

0x46 

0x48 

35 

0120 

0123 

0125 

0x30 

0x33 

0x35 

0x38 

0x40 

0x42 

0x45 

0147 

40 

0120 

0X22 

0124 

0x27 

0129 
0128 

0132 

o«34 

0137 

0x30 
0x38 

0142 

0x44 

0x46 

1 

46 

OI2X 

0124 

0126 

0X3X 

0x33 

0x36 

0X4X 

0143 

0145 

■ 

50 

0120 

0123 

0125 

0128 

0x30 

0x32 

0x35 

0x37 

0x40 

0x42 

0x45 

56 

0x20 

0x22 

0124 

0127 

0x29 

0x32 

0134 

0x36 

0x39 

0X4X 

0144 

• 

1 

14  0 

OIXO 
01x8 

OI2X 

0x24 

0x26 

0x28 

0X3X 

0x33 

0x36 

0x38 

0x40 

0143 

6 

OI2I 

0123'  0125 

0x28 

0x30 

0132 

0x35 

0x37 

0x39 

0142 

10 

OII7 

0X20 

0122 

0124 

0x27 

0x29 

0132 

0x34 

0x36 

0x39 
0x38 

0X4X 

]6 

01X7 

0119 
OII8 

0121 

0124 

0x26 

0128 

0x31 

o«33 

0x35 

0x40    ;   tl 

20 

OI16 

0121 

0123 

0125 

0x28 

0x30 

0x32 

o«3S 

0x37 

0x30 
0138 

1 

25 

0x15 

0X18 

0120 

0x22 

0124 

0x27 

0x29 

0x31 

0134 

0x36 

14  30 

OXX4 

OXX7 

0x19 
0118 

0121 

0124 

0126 

0128 

0X3X 

0x33 

0135 

0x37 

35 

OII4 

01x6 

OI2X 

0123 

0x25 

0x28 

0x30 

6x32 

0x34 

0x37 

1 

40 

OXX3 

0115 

0118 

0X20 

0122 

0124 

0x27 

0x29 
0x28 

0x31 

0134 

0136 

! 

45 

1 

OII2 

01x5 

0117 

OII9 
0x18 

0121 

0x24 

0x26 

0x30 

0133 

0135 

! 

50 

01x2 

0X14 

01x6 

0x21 

0x23 

0x25 

0127 

0x30 

0x32 

0134 

55 

OX  XX 

01X3 

0x16 

01x8 

0x20 

0x22 

0x24 

0127 

0x29 

0X3X 

0x33 

15  0 

OIXO 

01x3 

01x5 

0x17 

01x9 

0x21 

0x24 

0x26 

0x28 

0130  0133 

610 
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Ap|». 

REDUCED  PARALLAX  AND  REFRACTION  OF  3>.             ! 

I  All. 
of  7) 

48* 

.Olio 

49 

50 

51 

01.7 

w 

53' 

54 

0124 

55' 

56' 

0128 

57 

58   59' 

• 

i 
1 

i 

1 

o   / 
15  0 

on3 

0115 

0II9 

OC2I 

0126 

0130 

1 

1 

0133, 

10 

.oioo'  OIII 

0113 

0II6'  0II8 

0120 

0122 

0124"  0127 

0129  01311 

■ 

20 

.OIO« 

Olio  OII2 

0114'  0116 

OII9 

OI2I 

0123'  0125 

0127  0129 

30 

.0107 

0109'  oil! 

0II3I  0115 

0117 

OII9 

OI2l|  0124 

0126  0128 

40 

.0105 

0107I  oiio 

0II2J  0II4 

OII6 

OII8 

0120  0122 

0124  0126 

* 

50 

.0104 

0106 

0108 

OIIO 

OII2 

OII5 

OII7 

0119  OI2I 

1 

0123  0125 

1 
1 

IG  0 

.0103 

0105 

0107 

0109 

OIII 

OII3 

OII5 

0117;  OIIO 

OII6;  OII8 

OI2I 

0124 

10 

.0102 

0104 

0106 

0108 

OIIO 

OH2 

OII4 

0120 

0122 

20 

.0101 

0103  0105 

0107!  0109 

OIII 

0113 

0II5  OII7 

OII9  OI2I 

30 

.0100 

0102  0103 

0105!  0107 

OIOO 

0108 

OIII 

OII3  OII5 

OII7  OIIO 
0116  OIIB 

1 

40 

.0098 

0100!  0102 

0104 

0106 

OIIO 

OII2  OII4 

/ 

50 

.0097 

0099 

OIOI 

0103 

0105 

0107 

0109 

oiiij  0113 

0115  0117 

17  0 

.0096 

0098 

OIOO 

0102 

0104 

0106 

oio8i  Olio'  0112 

OII4 

0116 

10 

.0095 

0097!  0099 

OIOI 

0103 

0105 

0107 

0109  OIIO 

OII2 

0114 

1 
1 

20 

.0094 

00961  0098 

OIOO 

0102 

■0104 

0106 

oi07|  0109 
0106'  0108 

OIII 

0113 

1 
1 

30 

0095  0097 

0099 

OIOI 

0103 

0104 

OIIO>  OII2 

1 . 

! 

40 

0094  0096 

0098 

OIOO 

OIOI 

0103 

0105,  0107 

0109;  OIII 

I 

50 

0093J  o<^5 

0097 

0099 

OIOO 

0102 

0104'  0106 

0108 

0109 

( 

18  0 

0092 

0094 

0096 

0098 

0099 
0099 

OIOI 

0103!  0105 

0107 

0108 

1 
f 
1 

10 

0091 

0093 

0095 

0097 

OIOO 

0102!  0104 

0105'  0107!  OIOO 

1 
t 

20 

0090^  0092 
0089 1  0091 

0094 

0096 

0097 

0090 
0098 

0101'  0103 

0104;  0106;  0I05 

1 

30 

0093 

0095 

0096 

0100'  0102 

0103 

0105  0107 

1 

40 

0088 

0090 

0092 

0094 

0095 

0097 

0099  OIOI 

0098  0099 

0102 

0104' 0106 

1 

50 

0088 

0089 

0091 

0093 

0094 

0096 

OIOI 

0103I 0105 

I 
1 

10  0 

0087 

0088 

0090 

0092 

0093 

0095 

0097  0098 

OIOO 

0102  0104 

i 

10 

0086 

0087 

0089 

0091 

0092 

0094 

00961  0098 

0099I  oioi:  0103 

20 

0085  0087 

00881  0090 

0092 

0093 

0095'  0097 

0098 

OIOO  0102 

30 

0084 

0086 

0087 

0089 

0088 

0091 

0092 

0094'  0096 

0097 

OC90;  OIOI 
0098'  OIOO 

1 

40 

0083 

0085 

0087 

0090 
C089 

0091 

0093'  0095 

0096 

1 

1 

50 

0082 

0084 

0086 

0087 

0090 

0092  OC94 

0095 

0097 .  0099 

« 

1 

1 

20  0 

0082 

0083 

0085 

0086 

0088 

0090 
0089 

0091  0093 

0094 

0096  j  0098 

1 

10 

0081 

0082 

0084 

0086 

0087 

0090!  0092 
0089) 0091 

0093 

0095:0097 

j 

20 

0080 

0082 

0083 

0085 

0086 

0088 

0093 

0094'  C096 

' 

30 

0079 

0081 

0082 

0084 

0086 

0087!  0080  0090 
0086'  0088,  C080 
0085  0087  C088 

0092 

0093'  C095 

40 

0070!  0080 
0078  0079 

0082 

0083 

0085 

0091 

0092  C094 

50 

• 

0081 

0082 

0084 

0090 

0091:0093 

21  0 

0077  0079 

0080 

0082 

0083 

0085  0086;  0088 

0089 

0088 

0091  0092 

10 

0076;  0078 

0079 

0081 

0082 

0084 1  0085  0087 

0090! C09I 
008 o!  0090 
oo8g[  0090 
0087" 0085 
oo86i  0088 

• 

20 

0076  0077 

0079 

0078 

0080 

0082 

0083;  0085  0086 

0087 

1 

30 

0075  0076 

0079 

0081 

008  2 1  0084'  0085 

0087 

40 

0074  0076 

0077 

0070 

0078 

0080 

0082'  0083;  0084 

0086 

. 

50 

0074  ^°75 

0076 

0079 

0081 

0082  0084 

0085 

22  0 

0073  0074 

0076 

0077 

0070 

0078 

0080 

0081  0083 

0084 

0086 '0087 

10 

0072 

0074 

0075 

0076 

0079 1  0081;  0082 

0083 

0085-0086 

20 

0072 

0073 

0074 

0076 

0077 

0079;  0080'  0081 
0078}  0079!  0081 

0083 

0084'  0086 

30 

0071 

0072 

0074  0075 

0076 

0082 

0083:0085 

40 

0070 

0072 

0073;  0074 

0076 

0077,  0079  0080 

0081 

C083:  0084 

50 

• 

0070  0071 

0072'  0074 

007s 

0076 

0078 

0079 

0081 

0082  0083 

• 

23  0 

0069  0070 

0072  0073 

0074 

0076 

0077 

0078 

0080 

0081  0082 

10 

0068 

0070 

0071'  0072 

0074 

0075 

0076 

0078 

0070 

0078 

0080  0082 

20 

006  g 

0069 

0070I  0072 

0073 

0074 

0076 

0077 

008c 

0081 

30 

0067 

0069 

0070  0071 

0072 

0074 

0075 

0076 

0078 

0070 
0078 

0080 

40 

0067  00681 

0069  *^7* 

0072 

0073 

0074 

0076 

0077 

0080 

50 

0066 

0067 

0069 1  0070 

0071 

0073 

0074 

007s 

0076 

0078 

0079 

24  0 

0067 

0068 

0069 

0071 

0072 

0073 

0074 

0076 

0077 

0078 

10 

0066 

0067 

0069 

0070 

0071 

0073 

0074 

0075 

0076 

0078 

20 

0066 

0067 

0068  0069 1 

0071 

0072  0073] 

0074 

0076 

0077 

30 

0065 

0066  0068  0069 1 

0070 

0071 

0072 

0074 

0075 

0076 

40 

0065 

0066  0067 

0068 

0069 

0071 

0072 

0073 

0074 

0076 

50 

0064 

00651  0066 

0068 

0069 

0070 

0071 

0072 

0074 

0075 

25  0 

0063 

0065! 

0066 

0067 

0068 

0069 

0071 

0072 

0073 

1 

0074 

611 


TABLE  XV.   Log  A. 

For  correcting  Lunar  Distances. 


'  App. 
,  Alt. 

'of  J. 

REDUCED  PARALLAX  AND  REFRACTION  OF  5. 

50 

51' 

0065 

52' 

53'  54' 

55' 

56' 

5r 

58' 

50^  !  60 

1 

■ 

0   ' 

25  0 

.0063 

0066 

0067 

0068 

0069 

0071 

0072 

0073 

0074 

20 

.0062 

0064 

0065 

0066  0067;  0068 

0069 

0068 

0071 

0072 

0073 

40 

.0061 

0062 

0064 

0065  oo66|  0067 

0069 

0071 

007a 

1 

20  0 

.0060 

0061  i  0063 

0064  00651  0066 

0067 

0068 

0069 

007X 
0069 
0068 

20 

..00591  0060I  0061 

0063  0064;  0^5 

0066 

0067 

0068 

1 

;    40 

.0058  0059 

0061 

0062  00631  ^^4 

0065 

0066 

0067 

27  0 

.0057;  0058 

0060 

0061  0062  0063 

0064 

0065 

0066 

0067 

« 

20 

.0056;  0057;  0059 
.0055  0057  0058 

0060  006 1'  0062 

0063 

0064  0065 

0066 

1   • 

40 

0059  0060!  0061 
0058  0050;  0060 
0057:  0055;  0059 

0062 

006  3 1 0064 

0065 

'28  0 

.0055;  0056  0057 

0061 

0062  j  0063 

0064 

1 

20 

.0054 

0055  0056 

0060 

0061 1 0062 

0063 

j 

40 

1 

.0053 

0054I  0055 

0056  0057  0058 

0059 

0060 

oc6i 

0062 

1 

20  0 

.0052 

0053I  0054 

0055  0056  0057 

0058 

0050 

0060 

006 1 

I 

1   20 

.0051 

0052.  0053 

0054'  0055  ^^5^ 

0057 

0058;  0059 

0060 

1 

!   40 

.0050!  0051 

0052 

0053'  0054  0055 

OC56 

0057  0058 

0050 

.30  0 

.005010051 

0051 

0052  0053:  0054 

0055 

0056  0057 

0058, 

1   ; 

20 

.004J0'  0050;  0051 

0052  0052-  0053 

0054 

0055  0056 

OC57 

r 

1 

40 

1 

.0048 

0049 

0050 

0051  0052 

0053 

0053 

0054. 0055 

0056 

31  0 

.0047 

0048  0049 
0047!  0048 

0050  0051 

0052 

0053 

0053 

0054 

0055; 

, 

20 

.0047 

0049'  0050 

0051 

0052 

0053 

0054 

0054  0055 

t 

40 

.0046  0047  0048 

0048  0049  o^S<^ 
0048,  0048  0049 

0051 

0052 

0053 

0054  0054 

32  0 

.0045  0046  0047 

0050 

0051  0052 

0053  0054 

1 

20 

.0044 

00451  0046 

0047  ■  0048  004Q 
0046  0047  0048 

0049 

0050  0051 

0052.  0053 

40 

1 

.0044 

0045  0045 

0049 1  ^^49  0050 

0051 

0052 

■ 
1 

*33  'O 

.0043 

0044 

0045 

0045  ^^4^  CX347 

0048  j  004Q  0049 
0047 1  0048!  0040 
0046 1  0047  0049 

0050!  0051 

1 

1 

1 

20 

.0042 

0043 

0044 

0045!  0046  0046 

0050  0C5C 

. 

40 

.0042 

0043 

0043 

0044  00451  0046 

0040'  005c 
0048  004 9 

34  0 

.0041 

0042 

0043 

0943  0044!  0045 

0046,  0046^  OC47 

20 

.0040 

0041 

0042 

0043  °^43  0044 

0045!  0046'  OC47 

0047  004! 

40 

.0040 

0041 

0041 

0042  0043'  0044 

0044  0045  0046 

0047  0047 

35  0 

.0039 

0040 

0041 

004 1;  0042  0043 

0044  0044  0045 

0046  C047 

20 

.0039'  0039! 

0040 

0041'  0042'  0042 

0043  0044;  0044 

0045  C04C 

,    1 

40 

.0038J  0030!  0039 1 

0040  0041 ,  OC42 

0042'  0043.  0044 

0044  0045 

1 

130  0 

.0037!  cx>38 

0039 

0040  00401  0041 

0042.  0042'  0043 

0044  0044 

I 

:   20 

.0037I  0038 

0038 

0039  0040;  0040 
0038  0039  0040 

0041*,  0042 1  0042 

0043  C044 

J 

40 

.0036  0037 

0038 

0040  0041 ;  0042 

0042.  0043 

1 

37  0 

.0036  0036 

0037 

0038  0038.  0039 

0040  0040 1  0041 

0042  0042 

1 

1    1 

20 

.0035'  0036 

0037 

0037  0038.  C039 

0039 1  0040  0C40 

0C41;  0042 

1 
1 

!   40 

.0035-0035 

0036 

0037  0037 1  0038 

0030;  0039  0040 
0038;  C039J  0039 

004c'  0C4I 

38  0 

.0034  0035 

0035 

0036  0037J  0037 

0040 ;  G04C 

20 

.0034;  0034 

0035 

0036  0036;  0037 

0037.  0038;  0039 

0039:  0C4C 

(   40 

.00331  0034 

0034 

0035  0^36'  0036 

0037:0037!  0038 

0039'  C039 

30  0 

0033 

0034 

0034  0035;  0036 

0036;  0037;  0037 

0038  C03Q 
0037  CC3C 

r 

i   20 

0033  0033 

0034  0035;  0035 

0036,  0036;  0037 

1   40 

0032  0033 

0033  0034!  0035 

0035  0036;  0036 

0037!  0037 

40  0 

0032  0032 

0033  0O33'  0C34 

0035,  0035'  0036 

0C36  0037 

:    20 

0031 

0032 

0032  0033  0034 

0034.0035;  0035 

0056.  003C 

( 

i   40 

0031 

0031 

0032,  0032  0033 

0034  0034:  0035 

C035  0036 

'41  0 

0030 

0031 

0031,0032  0033 

0033  0034.  0034 

0035  0035 

»   20 

0030 

0030 

0031 1  0031,  0032 

0033;  0033!  0034 

0034;  0035 

40 

0029 

0030 

0030'  0031 

0032 

0032!  0033  0033 

0034  oo3< 

42  0 

0029 

0029 

0030  0031 

0031 

0032  0032 

CC33 

0033  003^ 

20 

0029 
0028 

0029 

0030!  0030 

0031 

0031}  0032 

cc'\^ 

0033  0033 

>   40 

0029 

0029'  ^^3^ 

0030 

0031 

0031 

tO,2 

0032 

0C33 

43  0 

0028 

0028 

002Q  0029 
0028  1  002Q 

0028  002 n 

0030 

0030 

0031 

0031 

0032 

0032 

20 

0027 

0028 

0029 

0030 

0030 

0031 

C031  0032 

40 

0027 

0027 

0029 

0029!  0030  0030 

0031  0031 

44  0 

0026 

0027 

0027  [  0028 

0028 

002Q  0029  0030 
0028;  0029'  OC29 

0030'  0031 

20 

0026 

0026 

0027 1  0027 

0028 

003c j  003c 

i   ^^ 

0026 

0026 

0026  0027 

1 

0027 

0028 

0028  0C29 

1 

OC29  003c 

45  0 

0025 

0026 

0026  0027 

0027 

0027 

0028  0028  0029  0029 

-—^ 

612 
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1 

;  App. 
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j  Alt. 
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51' 

5Y 

58' 

54' 

55' 

56' 

51' 

58' 

59' 

CO' ;      ; 

* 

O  t 

45  0 

.0025 

0026 

0026 

0027  0027  0027 

0\j%% 

0028 

0029 

0029 
0028 

1 

30 

.0025 

0025 

0025 

0026  0026'  0027 

OC27 

0028 

0028 

46  0 

.0024 

0024 

0025 

002  5 1  0026  0026 

0027 

0027 

0027 

0028: 

•  30 

.0023 

0024 

0024 

00251  <^*5  0026 

0026 

0026 

0027 

0027 

« 

47  0 

.0023 

0023 

0024 

0024  0025!  0025 

0025 

0026 

0026 

0026 

1   30 

.0022 

0023 

0023 

0024  0024'  0024 

1 

0025 

0025 

C025 

0026 

48  0 

.0022 

0022 

0023 

0023  002  3  j  0C24 

0024 

0024 

0025 

OC25 

30 

.0021 

0022 

0022 

0022  0023!  0C23 

OC24 

0024 

0C24 

0025 

49  0 

.0021 

0021 

0022 

0022  0022'  C023 

0023 

0C23 

0C24 

0024 

« 

30 

.0020 

0021 

0021 

0021  0022'  0022 

OC22 

0023 

0023 

0023 

50  0 

.0020 

0020 

0020 

0021  OC2I  1  OC22 

OC22 

OC22 

C023 

OC23 

30 

.0019 

0020 

0020 

0020  0021  OC2I 

1 

0021 

OC22 

OC22 

OC22 

51  0 

.0010 

0019 

0020 

ooao  0020.  0020 

1 

0021 

0021 

0021 

0022 

30 

0019 
0018 
0018 

0019 

0019  0020  i  0020 

0020 

OC2I 

0021 

0021 

52  0 

30 

.0018 
.0018 

0019 
0018 

0019  0019I  0019 
001 8  j  0019  0019 

0018  OOI9>  0018 

0C20 
0019 

0020 
0C20 

0020 
0C20 

0021 
0020 

53  0 

.0017 

0017 

0018 

0010 
0018 

0019 

COI9 

0020 

30 

.0017 

0017 

0017 

0017  0018!  0018 

0019 

0019 

0019 

51  0 

.0016 

0016 

0017 

0017  ooi7j  0018 

0018 

0018 

0018 

0019 
0018 

30 

.0016 

0016 

0016 

0017'  0017  0017 

0017 

0018 

0018 

55  0 

.0015 

0016 

0016 

0016  0016  0017 

0017 

0017 

0017 

OC18 

30 

.0015 

0015 

0015 

0016  0016  0016 

0016 

0017 

0017 

0017 

50  0 

.0015 

001  < 

0015 

0015  o<^i6  0016 

OC16 

0016 

0017 

0017 

30 

.0014  0014 

0015 

0015,  001 5 1  0015 

0016 

0016 

0016 

0016 

5T  0 

.0014  0014 

0014 

1         f 

0015  0015 

0015 

0015 

0015 

0016 

0016 

30 

.0014 

0014 

0014 

0014  0014 

0015 

001 5  {  0015 

0015 

0015 

58  0 

.0013 

0013 

0014 

0014  0014'  0014 

OOI4I  0015 

0015 

0015 

:u» 

.0013 

0013 

0013 

0013  0014;  0014 

OCI4I  0014 

0014 

0015 

59  0 

.CXD12 

0013 

0013 

0013  0013  oo'3 

OOI4I  OCI4 

OCI4 

0014 

30 

.0012 

0012 

0012 

OOII  0013,  0013 

1     1 

0013  0013 

0014 

0014 

60 

.0012 

0012 

0012 

0012'  0013'  0013 

0013  0013 

0013 

0013 

61 

.0011 

OOII 

OOII 

0012  0012 

0012 

0012!  0012 

0012 

0013 

62 

.0011 

001 1 

OOII 

OOII  OOII 

OOII 

OOII  OCI2 

OC12 

0012 

63 

.0010 

0010 

0010 

0010  OOII 

OOII 

OOII  OOII 

OOII 

OOII 

64 

.0009 

0010 

0010 

0010  0010 

1 

0010 

0010  0010 

0010 

OOII 

65 

.OOOQ 
.0008 

0009 

0009 

0009'  0009 

0009 

0010  0010 

0010 

0010 

66 

0008 

0009 

OOOQ  0009 1  0009 

00091  (^^9 

00C9 

0009 

67 

.0008 

0008 

0008 

0008  0008 

0008 

0008 

0009 

0009 

ooco 
0008 

68 

.0007 

0007 

OC08 

0008  ooc8 

0008 

OC08 

COO8 

ooc8 

69 

.0007 

0007 

0007 

0007  OC07 

1 

0007 

0007 

0008 

0008 

0008 

70 

.0007 

0007 

0007 

0007  0007 1  0007 

0007 

0007 

0007 

0007 

71 

.0006 

0006 1  ooc6 

0006  ooc6j  0007 

0007;  0007 

0007 

0007 

72 

.0006 

00061  ooc6 

ooc6  0006 1  ooc6 

ooc6,  0006 

ooc6 

ooc6 

73 

.0005  [  0005 '  ooc6 

ooc6  C006;  0C06 

ooc6 

0006 

0006 

ooc6 

74 

.0005 

0005  0005 

0005  0005  0005 

0005 

0005 

0005 

0006 

75 

.0005 

0005  0005 

0005  0005.  0005 

0005 

0005 

0005 

0005 

76 

.0004!  0005'  0005 

0005  00051  0005 

0005  •  0005 

0005 

0005 

77 

.0004 

0004 

0004 

0004  0004 

0004 

0004 

0004 

0004 

0004 

78 

.0004 

0004 

0004 

0004  0004!  0004 

0004 

0004 

0004 

0004 

79 

.0004 

0004 

0004 

0004  0004!  0004 

0004 

0004 

0004 

0004 

80 

.0004'  0004 

0004 

0004 

0004 

0004 

0004 1  0004 

0004 

0004 

81 

.0003 

0003 

0003 

0003 

0003 

0003 

0003'  0003 

0003 

OC03 

1 
1 

%l 

.0003 

0003 

0003 

0003,  0003 

0003 

OC03  0C03 

0003 

0003 

83 

.0003 

0003 

0003 

00031  ocx^3 

0003 

0C03  0003 

0003 

0003 

84 

.0003 

0003 

0003 

0003 

0003 

0003 

0003!  0003 

0003 

0003 

11 

.0003 

0003 

0003 

0003 

0003 

0003 

0003  0003 

0003 

0003 

86 

.0003 

0003 

0003 

0003  0003 

0003 

0003  0003 

0003 

0003 

87 

.0003 

0003 

00c  3 

0003  0C03 

0003 

0003,  0003 

0C03 

OC03 

88 

.0003 

OC03 

C0C3 

0003'  0003 

0003 

0003  0C03 

0C03 

OOC3     1 

89 

.0003 

00c  3 

0003 

0003  0003 

0003 

0003 j  0003. 

0003 

0003 

90 

.0003 

0003 

0003 

0003 

0003 

0003 

0003 

0003; 

0003 

0003 

( 
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TABLE  XV.   Log  B. 


For  C< 

>rrecting  Lunar  Distances. 

A  pp.  Alt. 
uf 

REDUCED   REFRACTION   AND   PARALLAX   OF  0  OR  *. 

Oor:^. 

O'O" 

WW 

I'O" 

V  W 

«'•* 

J' 10" 

WV 

r  ST' 

r  V 

4' W 

•'O" 

VW 

50  0' 

•••••• 

•■•••• 



10 

«• mmm m 

20 

•••«•• 

•«•■• 

»••»•• 

••■■*■ 

30 

•••••• 

•   »>•> 

40 

•  , 

«• ••«  • 

.^... 

50 

•••••• 

»«•«•• 

.••Mk. 

6     0 

..;... 

■••«• » 

*••«•• 

20 

•••«•• 

9-997C 

40 

••••*• 

99972 

7     0 

9.9976 

9-9974 

20 

9-9977 

9-9975 

•40 

•«••«« 

••«••• 

9.9981 

9-997* 

9-997* 

8     0 

9.9982 

9-9979 

9-9977 

20 

9.9982 

9.9980  9.997* 

40 

•••••• 

••••■  • 

9.9983 

9.9981  9.9979 

0     0 

9.9986 

9.9984 

9.9982  9.99JJC 

20 

_       _  _ 

9.9986 

9.9985 

9.9983 

9-99*1 

40 

9.9987 

9.9985 

9.9983 

9.9982 

10    0 

9.9989 

9.9988 

9.9986 

9-9954  9-99ji 
9.9986  9.99?^ 

11 

9.9992 

9.9991 

9.9989 

9.9987 

vz 



9.9993 

9.9992 

9.9990 

9.9989 

9.9987  9.99;^ 

13 

9-9995 

9-9994 

9.9992 

9.9991 

9.9990]  9.99»9i  9-99*7  | 

14 

9-9995 

9.9994 

9.9993 

9.9992 

9.9991 

9*999^    "**"   1 

15 



9.9997:  9.9995 

9-9995 

9-99^ 

9-9993 

9.9992 

9.9991 

••*••• 

16 

9.9997;  9.9996 

99995 
9.9996 

9-9994 

9-9993 

9-9993 

«••«•« 

18 

9.9990 

9.9998  9.9997 

9-9995 
9.9996 

9-9995 
9.9996 

••••• 

UO 

0.0000 

9.9999 

9.9998  9.9998 

9.9997 

••«••• 

••••■• 

25 

0.0000 

0.0000 

9-9999  9-9999 

9.9998 

9.9998 

•••••• 

90 

0.0001 

0.000 1 

0.0000 

0.0000  0.0000 

9.9999 

••••■• 

••••«« 

50 

0.0001'  0.0001 

0.000 1 

0.0001 

0.0001,  0.0001 

1 

•••«•• 

••»••• 

00 

0.0001 

0.0002 

0.000s 

0.0002 

..«••. 

■  «•    »• 

•••••• 

•«■••• 

Log  G. 


App.  Alt. 

1         of 

0  or  *. 

5''   0' 

20 

40 

0     0 

20 

1           40 

REDUCED  REFRACTION  AND  PARALLAX  OF  0  OR  *. 


0'  0"  I  0'  w    r  0" 


7 

8 

0 

10 

11 

12 

13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 

'M 
25 
30 
40 
50 
00 


0.0000 
0.0000 


0.0000 
0.0000 
0.0000 
0.0000 


9.9998 

9-9999 
9.9999 

9.9999 

0.0000 

0.0000 


r  80 


w 


9.9997 

9.9998 
9.9998 

9-9999 
9-9999 

9-9999 

0.0000 


r  0"  ,  r  £0' 


9-9995 
9.9996 

9.9996 

9.9996 

9-9997 

9-9998 

9.9998J  9.9998 

9-9999  9-9999 
9-9999 


9-9993 

9-9994 

9-9994 

9-9995 
9.9995 

9.9995 

9.9996 
9.9997 


Z'  0"  Z'  50"  i  4'  0" 


9.9990 
9.9991 

9.9992 
9.9993 
9.9993 

9-9994 
9.9994 

9.9994 


9.9988 
9.9989 
9.9990 

9.9991 
9.9991 
9.9992 

9-9993 
9.9993 

9.9994 


9.9995  9  9994 

9.9996  9.9996 
9-9997 


9-9984 
9.9986 

9.9987 

9.9988 

9-9989 
9.9990 

9.9991 

9.9992 

9.9991 

9-9993 
9-9993 


r  80"  1  5'  0^    y  ar 


9.9980 
9.9982 

99984 
9.9986 
9.9987 

9.9988 
9.9989 
9.9990 
9.9990 
9.9991 


9.9969 
9-9970 


9-9974  9-99  •* 
9.9978  9.99-5 
9.9980  9.99:* 
9.9982  9.99^1 
9.9984  9.99S2 

99985,  9-99M 


9.998 
9.998 
9.9989 


9-99^3 
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TABLE  XV.   Log  B. 

For  Correcting  Luiuir  BistancM. 


App.  Alt. 

REDUCED   REFRACTION   AND   PARALLAX  OF  0  OR  *.                       1 

©or*. 

O'O" 

6' SO' 

7'0" 

V  SO" 

8'0" 

8'  SO" 

9'0" 

•'SO" 

10'  0" 

10'  SO" 

11' 0" 

ir  SO" 

5«   0' 

9.9951 

9-9947 

9-9944 
9.9946 

9.9940 

9-9937 

9-9933 

9.9929 

9.9926 

9.9922 

9.9919 

10 

99953 

9-9949 

9.9942 

9-9939 

9-9935!  9-993»| 

9.9928  9.9925 

9.9921 

20 

9-9954 
9.9956 

9.9951 

9.9948 

9-9944 
9.9946 

9.9941 

9-9937 

9-9934 
9.9936 

9.9931  9.9927 

9.9924 

30 

■   ••  •• 

9.9959 

9.9952 

9-9949 

9-9943 

9-9939 

9-9933 

9.9929 

40 

•#•■■■ 

9.9960 

9-9957 

9-9954 

9-995" 

9.9948 

99944 
9.9946 

9.9941 

9.9938 

9-9935 

9.9932 

50 

9.9965 

9.9961 

9.9958 

9-9955 

9.9952 

9-9949 

9-9943 

9.9940 

9-9937 

6     0 

9.9966 

9.9963 

9.9960 

9-9957 

9-9954 
9-9950 

9-9951 

9.9948 

9-9945 

9.9942 

9.9939 

•      20 

9.9968 

9.9965 

9.9962 

9-9959 
9.9961 

9-9954 
9.9956 

9-995" 

9.9948 

9-9945 
9.9948 

40 

9.9969 

9.9967 

9.996A 
9.9966 

9.9959 
9.9961 

9-9953 
9.9956 

9-995" 

T     0 

9.9971 

9.9968 

9.9963 

9.9958 

9-9953 

20 

9.9972 

9.9970 

9.9968 

9.9965 

9.9963 

9.9960 

9.9958 

40 

9-9974 

9.9971 

9.9969 

9.9967 

9.9965 

9.9962 

8     0 

9-9975 
99976 

9-9973 

9.9971 

9.9968 

9.9966 

9.9964 

20 

9.9974 

9.9972 

9.9970 

9.9968 

40 

9-9977 

9-9975 
9.9976 

9-9973 

9-9971 

0     0 

9.9978 

9.9974 

9.9972 

• 

20 

9-9979 

9-9977 
9.9978 

9-9975 
9.9976 

40 

9.9980 

•••«♦•       1 

10     0 

9.9981 

9.9979 

9-9977 

11 

9.9983 

9.9981 

12 

9.9985 

13 

14 

15 

16 

18 

■••••• 

20 

25 

90 

\ 

50 



90 

«•■•••              •••••• 

Log  G. 

App.  Alt. 
of 

REDUCED   REFRACTION   AND   PARALLAX   OF    0  OR   *. 

0or  *. 

«•  0" 

•'Sir 

r  0" 

r  SO" 

8'0" 

8'  JO" 

ro" 

9/ 80" 

10*0" 

10' SO" 

ir  0" 

II'  SO" 

5°   0' 

9.9949 

9.9946 

9.9942 

9.9938 

9-9935 

9-993" 

9.9927 

9-99*4 

9.9920 

9.9916 

20 

9.9956 

9-9953 

9.9949 

9.9946J  9.9942 

9.9939 

9.9936 

9.9932 

9.9929 

9.9925 

9.9922 

40 

9.996a 

9-9959  9-9955 

9.9952 

9.9949 

9.9946 

9-9943 
9.9946 

9.9939 

9.9936 

9-9933 

9.9930 

6     0 

9.996A  9.996119.9958 

9-9955 

9-995* 

9-9949 

9.9941 
9.9946 

9.9940 

9-9937 

20 

9.9966  9.9963 

9.9960 

9-9957 

9-9955 

9-9951 

9.9949 

9-9943 
9.9946 

40 

9.9968  9.9965 

9.9962 

9.9960 

9-9957 

9-9954 

9.9951 

9.9949 

7     0 

9.9969  9.9967 

9.9964 

9.9962 

9-9959 
9.9964 

9.9968 

99956 
9.9962 

9-9954 

9-995" 

«••««• 

8 

9-997 J  99971 
9-997fi,  9-9974 

9.9969 

9.9966 

9.9960 

•  .*■•* 

\      9 

9.9972 

9.9970 

1   10 

9-9979  9-9977 

9-9975 

11 

.9.9981.9.9979 

aT 

12 

9.9983 

13 

14 

15 

16 

^••••. 

17 

•• 4*av 

18 

•••••« 

20 

••■•   ■ 

25 

30 

40 

50 

,  _  ^  -  .  ^ 

00 

..... 
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TABLE  ZY.   Log  D. 

For  correcting  Lunar  Distances. 


A  pp. 

Alt. 

uf  ]). 

REDUCED  PARALLAX  AND  REFRACTION  OF  >. 

• 

41' 

42 

43 

44' 

0303 

45' 

46' 

47' 

48' 
0329 

49 

50 

0343 

51' 

52' 

53 

»'   55 

O    1 

5   0 

.0283 

0290 

0296 

0310 

0316 

0323 

0336 

0340 
0346 

0356 

0362 

0569 

3 

.0280  02){7 

0293 

0300 

0307 

0313 

0320 

0326 

0333 

0339 

0352 

0359 

03651 

(> 

.0277  0284 

0291 
0288 

0197 

0304 

0310 

0317 

0323 

0330 

0336 

0342 

0349 

035s 

0362 

I) 

.0275'  0281 

0294 

0301 

0307 

0313 

0320 

0326 

0333 

0339 

034s 

0352 

0^58 

12 

.0272 

0279 

0285 

0291 

0298 

0304 

0310 

0317 

0323 

0330  0336 

0342 

0349 

035s 

5  1j 

.0270 

0276 

0282 

0289 

0295 

0301 

0308 

0J14 

0320 

0326  0333 

033? 

0345 

0351 

l.s 

.0267 

0273 

0280 

0286'.  0202 
0283'  0289 

0298 

0305  0311 

C317 

0323'  0330 

0336 

0342 

0348 

21 

.0264 

0271 

0277 

0296 

0302  0308 

0314 

0320 

0327 

0333 

0339 

0345 

24 

.0262 

0268 

0274 

0281  0287 

0293 

0299 
0296 

0305 

0311 

0317 

0324 

0330 

0336 

0342 

27 

.0260 

0266 

0272 

0278 

0284 

0290 

0302 

0308 

0314 

0321 

0327 

0333 

0339 

5  30 

.0257 

0263 

-   1 

0269 

0*75 

0282 

0288 

0294 

0300 

0306 

0312 

0318 

0324 

0330 

0336 

»;{ 

.0255 

0261  •  0267 1 

0273  0279 

0285 

0291 
0288 

0297 

0303 

0309 

031S 

0321 

0327 

0333 

36 

.0253 

0259 

0265 

0271;  0276 

0282 

0294 

0300 

0306 

oaj2 

0318 

0324 

0^30 

39 

0^56 

0262 

0268'  0274 

0280 

0286 

0292 

0298 

0303  0309 

03>5 

0321 

0327 

42 

0254 

0260 

0266  0272 

0277 

0283 

0289 

0295 

0301 

0306  0312 

031S 

0324 

5  45 

0252 

0258 

0263  0269 

0275 

0281 

0287 

0292 

0298 

0304  0310 

0315 

0321 

4S 

0250 

0255 

0261 

0267 

0273 

0278 

0284 

02Q0 
0287 

0295!  0301 1  0307 

0313 

0318 

61 

0247 

0253 

0259  0265 

0270 

0276 

0282 

0293 

0290;  0304 
0296  0302 

0310 

0316 

51 

0245 

0251 

0257  0262'  0268 1 

0274 

0279 

0285 

0290 
0288 

0307 

03«3 

57 

0243 

0249 

0254 

0260 

0266 

0271 

0277 

0282 

0294!  0299 

0305 

0310 

6  0 

0241 

0247 

0252 

0258 

0263 

0269 

0275 

0280 

0286  02QI  0297 
0283  0289  0294 
0281  0280 j  02Q2 
0279  0*^4 1  0289 

0302 

0308 

:   3 

0239 

0245 

02501  0256 

0261 

0267 

0272 

0278 

0300 

0305 

6 

0237 

0243 

02481  0254 

0259 

0265 

0270 

0275 

0297 

0302 1 

9 

0235  0241 1 

0246  0252 

0257 

0262 

0268 

0273 

029^ 

0^00 

12 

0233 

0239 

0244' 0249  0255 

0260 

0266 

0271 

0276  0282 

0287 

0292 

0298 

G  15 

0231 

0237 

0242  0247  0253 

0258 

0263 

0269 

0274"  0279 

0285 

0290 

0*95  

18 

0230 

0235 

0240  0245  ^^5' 

C256 

0261 

0267 

0272  0277^  0282 

0288 

0493  

21 

0228 

0233 

0238;  0243  0249 

0254 

0259 

0264 

0270  0275  0280 

0285 

02QO  

02X8'  

21 

0226 

0231 

0236 

0242  0247 

0252I  0257 

0262 

0267'  0273 

0278 

ca'N3 

27 

0219 

0234 

0240]  0245 

0250  0255 

0260 

0265  0271 

0276 

02dl 

0286  0291 

6  30 

0227 

023 3 1  0238  0243 

0248  0253 

0258 

0263 

0268' 

0274 

C279 

0284  C289 

33 

0226 

0231  0236 

0241 

0246 

0251 

0256 

0261 

0266 

0271 

C276 

0281,  02X7 

3r> 

0224 

0229  C)234 

0239 

0244 

0249 

0254 

0259 

0264 

0269 

C274 

0279;  0284 

39 

0222 

0227  0232 

0237 

0242 

0247 

0252 

0257 

0262 

C267 

0272 

0277'  O2S2 

42 

1 

0220 

0225  0230 

0235 

0240 

0245 

0250 

0255 

0260 

0265 

0270 

0275  0280 

0  45 

0119 

02241  0129 

0234 

0239 

0244 

0248 

0253 

0258 

0263 

0268 

C273*  0*7^ 

4S 

0217 

0222  0227 

0232 

0237 

0242 

0247 

0251,  0256 

0261 

0266 

C27i|  0276 

51 

0216 

0220 1  0225 

0230 

023s 

0240 

0245 

0250 

0254 

0259 

0264 

0269'  0274 

51 

0214 

0219 

0224 

0228 

0233 

0238 

0243 

0248 

0253 

0257 

0262 

0267,  0272 

57 

0212 

0217 

0222 

0227 

0232 

0236 

0241 

0246 

0251 

0255 

0260 

0265  0270 

i7  0 

021 1 

0216 

0220 

0225 

0230 

0235 

0239 

0244 

0249 

0254 

02$8 

0263  0268 

1    3 

0209 

02J4I  0219 

0223 

0228 

0233 

0238 

0242 

0247,  0252 

0256 

026 I  0266 

6 

0208 

0212  0217 

0222 

0227 

0231 

0236 

0241  0245,  0250 

025s 

0259,  0264 

9 

0211  0216 

0220 

0225 

0230 

0234 

0239'  0243 

0248 

0253 

C2S7 

0262 

12 

0209 

0214 

0219 

0223 

C228 

0232 

0237 

0242 

0246 

0251 

025  s 

0260 

7  15 

02081  0212 

0217 

0222 

0226 

0231 

023s 

0240 

c*45 

0249 

0254 

0258 

IS 

0206 1  021 1 

0216 

0220 

0225 

0229 

0234 

0238 

0243 

0247 

0252!  0256 

21 

0205 

020Q 
0209 

0214 

0219 

0223 

0228 

0232 

0237 

0241 

0246 

0250  0255 

24 

0204 

0213 

0217 

0222 

0226 

0230'  0235'  0239 

0244 

0248  0253 

27 

0202 

0207 

021 1 

0216 

0220 

0224 

0229 

0233.  0238 

0242 

0247. 0251 

7  30 

1 

0201 

0205 

0210 

02x4 

0218 

0223 

0227 

0232 

0236 

0241 

0245- 0249 

33 

1 

0199 
0198 

0204 

0208 

0213 

0217 

0221 

0226 

0230 

0234 

0239 

0243  oM 

3C 

0202 

0207 

021 1 

0215 

0220 

0224 

0229 

0233 

0237 

0242 

0246 

39 

0197 

0201 

0205 

02I0 

0214 

0218 

0223 

0227 

0231 

0236 

0240 

0244 

42 

019s 

0200 

0204 

0208 

0213 

0217 

0221 

0225 

0230 

0234 

0238 

0243 

7  45 

0194 

0198 

0203 

0207 

021 1 

0215 

0220 

0224 

0228 

0232 

0237 

0241 

48 

0193 

0197 

0201 

0205 

0210 

0214 

0218 

0222 

0227 

0231 

0235 

0239 

51 

% 

0191 

0196 

0200 

0204 

0208 

0213 

0217 

0221 

0225 

0220 

0228 

0234 

0238 

54 

0190 

0194 

0198 

0203 

0207 

0211 

0215;  0219 

0224 

023a 

0236 

57 

1 

0189 

0193!  0197 

1 

0201 

0206 

0210 

0214 

0218 

0222 

0226 

0230 

0235 

,8  0 

0188 

0192 

0196 

0200 

10204 

Q208 

0212 

0217 

0221 

0225 

0229 

0233 

I 


Kit 


%  TABLE  XV.   LogD. 

For  correcting  Lunar  Distances. 


REDUCED  PARALLAX  AND  REFRACTION  OF  ]).            1 

App. 

Alt. 

i    ;    1 

1 

1 

of  J). 

45' 

46' 

4r 

48' 

49' 

50* 

5r 

St 

53 

54' 

55' 

56' 

5; 

58' 

. 

o   / 

8  (1 

.0192 

0196 

0200 

0204 

0208 

02x2 

02x7 

0221 

0225 

0229 

0233 

0237 

5 

.0190 

0194 

0198 

0202 

0206,  0210 

0214 

02x8 

0222 

0227 

0231 

0235 

1(1 

.01  xs 

0192 

0196 

0200 

0204;  0208 

0212 

0216 

0220 

0224 

0228 

0232 

, 

15 

.0186 

0190 

0194 

0x98 

oaft2'  0206 

0210 

02x4 

0218 

0222 

0226 

0230 

20 

.0184 

0188 

0192 

0x96 

0200  0204 

0207 

02XX 

0215 

0219 

0223 

0227 

25 

.0182 

0186 

0190 

0x94 

0x97 

020  X 

0205 

0209 

02x3 

02x7 

022X 

0225 

8  30 

.0180 

0184 

0188 

0192 

0x95  0199 

0203 

0207 

02x1 

02x5 

0219 

0223 

35 

.0178 

0182 

0186 

0190;  0x93'  0197 
oi88i  0X9X'  0195 

0201 

0205 

0209 

02x3 

02x6  0220 

4(1 

.0176 

0180 

0x84 

0199 

0203 

0207 

02x0 

0214  0218 

45 

.0174 

0178 

0182 

0x86 

ox8q  0193 
0188.  OIOI 
oi86|  0189 

0197 

0201 

0205 

0208 

02x2 

02x6 

511 

.0173 

0176 

0180 

0x84 

0195 

0x99 

0202 

0206 

0210 

0214 

55 

.0171 

0175 

0178 

0x82 

0x93 

0197 

0200 

0204 

0208 

02x2 

9  0 

.0169 

0173 

0177 

0x80  0x84 

0x88 

OXQX 
0189 

019s 

0X98 

0202 

0206 

0209 

5 

.0167 

0171 

0175 

0x78  0x82 

0x86 

0193 

0197 

0200 

0204 

0207 

10 

.0166 

0169 

0x73 

0x77'  0x80  0x84 

0X87 

OIOX 

0189 

0X95 

0x98 

0202 

0205 

15 

.0164 

0168 

0171 

0175 

0179.  0182 

0186 

0193 

0196 

0200 

0203 

2(1 

.0163 

0166 

0170 

0x73 

0177I  0x80 

0184 

0x87 

OIOI 

0189 

0194 

0X98 

0201 

20 

.0x61 

0165 

0x68 

0x72 

0x75  0x79 

0x82 

0186 

0x93 

0x96 

0x99 

9  30 

* 

0163 

0x66 

0x70 

0x73 

0x77 

0X80 

0x84 

0187 

OXQX 
0X89 

0194 

0x98 

35 

0161 

0165 

0x68 

0x72 

0x75 

0X79 

0182 

0185 

0192 

0196 

40 

0160 

0163 

0x67 

0170  0174 

0X77 

0180 

0184 

0x87 

OIOX 
0189 

0194 

45 

0158 

0x62 

0x65 

0x69  0172 

OI7S 

0179 

0182 

0x85 

0192 

C195 

50 

o«57 

0160 

0164 

0x67 

0x70 

0x74 

0177 

0180 

0184 

0x87 

0190 
0x89 

0194 

55 

0156 

0x59 

0x62 

0x65 

0169 

0x72 

0x75 

0x79 

0182 

0x85 

C192 

10  0 

0154 

0x57 

ox6x 

0x64 

0x67 

0X7X 

0174 

0x77 

0x80  0184 

0x87 

OIQO 
0188 

5 

0153 

0156 

0150 
0x58 

0162 

0x66 

0169 

0x72 

0x75 

0179 

0182 

0185 

10 

015X 

0x5s 

oi6x 

0164 

0x67 

0I7I 

0x74 

0177 

0180 

0183 

0x87 

15 

0150 

0x53 

ox  $6 

0x601  0163 

0166 

0160 

0168 

0172 

0x75 

0x79 

0182 

0185 

20 

0149 

0x52 

0x55 

0x58!  0x61 

0164 

0X7X 

0174 

0x77 

0180 

0183 

2.-^ 

0147 

0150 

0x54 

0x57 

0160 

0x63 

0x66 

0169 

0X72 

0x75 

0179 

0182 

10  30 

0146 

OH? 

0152 

0x55 

0158 

0x62 

0165 

0x68 

OI7X 

0x74 

0x77 

0x80 

35 

0145 

0x48 

015X 

0154  0157 

0160 

0163 

0x66 

0x60 
0168 

0172 

0175 

0X79 

40 

0143 

0147 

0150 

0153  0156 

0x59 

0162 

0165 

0X7X 

0174 

0177 

45 

0x42 

0145 

0x48 

0x51  0154 

0157 

0160 

0163 

0x66 

0169 
0168 

0x72 

o«75 

50 

0141 

0x44 

0x47 

0150:  0153 

0156 

0x50 

0158 

0x62 

0x65 

0X7X 

0x74 

55 

0140 

0x43 

0x46 

0x49!  0152 

0x55 

ox6x 

0x64 

0x67 

0170 

0x72 

11  0 

0139 

0x42 

0x45 

0x47  0150 

0x53 

0x56 

0x50 
0x58 

0x62 

0165 

C168 

017X 

5 

0137 

0x40 

0x43  0x46;  0149 

0x52 

0155 

ox6x 

0x64 

0167 

°'7o 

10 

0x39 
0x38 

0x42 

0x45'  0148 

0x51 

0x54 

0157 

0x50 
0x58 

0x62 

0165 

0168 

15 

0X4X 

0x44!  0x47 

0x50 

0152 

0155 

oi6x 

0164 

0x67 

20 

0x37 

0140 

0x43'  o'45 

0148 

0I5X 

0x54 

0x57 

0160 

0163 

0x65 

25 

0x36 

0x39;  014X  0x44 

0147 

0150 

0153 

0x56 

0158 

0161 

0164 

' 

11  30 

1 

0135 

0x37  0x40  0x43 

0x46 

0x49 

0x51 

0154 

0157 

0160 

0x63 

35 

0133 

0x36'  0139'  0142 

0x45 

0x47 

0x50 

0x53  0x56 

0159 

0161 

40 

0132 

0x35 

0x38;  0141 

o«43 

0146 

0x49 

0152'  0154 

0157 

0160 

45 

0131 

0134 

0x37'  0x40 

0x42 

oi45<  0x48 

0x50 

0x53 

0156 

0x59 

50 

0x30 

0x33 

0x36  0138 

014X 

0144;  0147 

0x40 
0x48 

0152 

0155 

0157 

55 

0129 

0132 

0x35  0x37 

0x40 

0143I  0x45 

0x51 

0153 

0156 

12  0 

0x28 

0x31!  0x34'  0136 

0x39 

0142 

0144 

0147 

0x50 

0x52 

015s 

6 

0x27 

0130!  0x32  0135 

0x38 

0140 

0x43 

0x46;  0148 

0x51 

0154 

10 

0x26 

0129 

OX2B 

0X3X 

0x34 

0x37 

0x30 
0138 

0142 

0x45 

0x47 

0150 

0152 

15 

0x25 

0130 

0133 

0x36 

0X4X 

0143 

0x46 

0x49 

0x51 

1    20 

0124 

0127 

0x29 
0x2^ 

0x32 

0x35 

o«37 

0x40 

0x42 

0x45 

0147 

0150I 

1    25 

1 

0123 

0X26 

0X3X 

0x33 

0x36 

0139 

0x41 

0x44 

0146 

0149 

12  30 

0122 

0x25 

0127 

0x30 

0132 

0x35 

0138 

0x40 

0x43 

0145 

0148 

35 

0121 

0X24 

0x26 

0x20 
0x28 

013X 

0134 

0136 

0x30 
0x38 

0141 

0144 

0147 

40 

0x20 

0123 

0x25 

0130 

0133 

0x35 

0140 

OH3 

o>45!  

45 

■ 

01x9 
0118 

0122 

0x24 

0127 

ox  20 

0132 

0x34 

0137 

0x39 
0x38 

0142 

0144  0x47 

50 

0X2X 

0x23 

0126 

0128 

0131 

0x33 

0x36 

014X 

0143  0146 

55 

0118 

0120 

0123 

0125 

0127 

0x30 

0x32 

0x35 

0x37 

0140 

0x42  0145 

13  0 

01x7 

OXX9 

0x22 

0x24 

0X26 

0x29 

0X3X 

0x34 

0x36 

0x39 

0x4x10143 

617 


TABLE  XV.   LogD.  • 

For  oorrecting  Luiur  Distanoei. 


A  pp. 
Alt. 
1  of  >. 

1 

REDUCED  PARAULAX  AND  REFRACTION  OF  ». 

iV 

48' 

40' 

50' 

0114 

51' 

5r 

53 

M' 

» 

50' 

0139 

61' 

58' 

1 

0   / 

13  0 

.0117 

0119 

0121 

0126 

0129 

0131 

0134 

0136 

0141 

0143 

10 

.0115 

0117 

01  xo 

0121 

0125 

0127 

01291  0132  0134 

0137;  0139,  0141 

( 

20 

.0113 

0116 

0II8 

0120 

0123 

0125 

0127I 0130J  0132 

0134'  0137'  0139 

30 

.0112 

0114 

0116 

0119 

0121!  0123 

0125'  0128*  013010132,  0135;  0137] 

40 

•«•••• 

cm 

0II4 

0117 

0119'  OI2I 

0124  01*6!  oia8[ 

0131  0133 

0135 

50 

OIII 

0113 

0115 

0117 

0120 

oiaa 

0124  01 20 

oia9  0131 

0133 

14  0 

0109 

OIII 

0113 

0116 

0118 

01  ao 

Oiaa 

0125 

oia7'  oia9 

0131 

10 

0107 

Olio 

01 1  a 

0114 

0116 

0118 

oiai 

0123 

oia5,  oia7  oia9 

20 

0106 

0108 

Olio 

0112 

0114 

0117 

0119 

oiai 

oia3'  oias;  oia7 

1 

30 

0104 

0106 

0109 

OIII 

0113 

0115  0117!  Olio 
01 13;  01 1 5.  01 1 5 

oiaij  oia3'  oia6 

40 

0103  0105 

0107 

0100 

0108 

OIII 

oiao'  oiaaj  oia4 

50 

OIOI 

0103 

0106 

Olio 

oiia^  0114:  0116 

0118  oiao  oiaa 

1 

15  0 

OtOO 

OIOZ 

0104 

0106 

0108 

Olio  oiia 

0114 

0116  0118'  oiao 

1 

10 

0099 

OIOI 

0103 

0105 

0107 

0109 

OIII 

0113 

0115  01 1 7 

0II9 

20 

0097 

0099 
0098 

OIOI 

0103 

0105 

0107 

0109 
0108 

Olll 

0113;  0115  0117 

SO 

0096 

0100 

0102 

0104 

oto6 

Olio 

oiia  0113  0115 

40 

0094 

0096 

0098 

0100 

0102 

0104 

0106 

0108 

Olio'  oiia!  0114 

50 

0093 

0095 

0097 

0099 

OIOI 

0103 

0105 

0107 

0108 

Olio 

01 1  a 

16  0 

009a 

0094 

0096 

0098 

0099 

OIOI 

0103 

0105 

0107 

0109 

OIII 

f 

10 

0091 
0089 

0088 

0093 

0094 

0096 

0098 

0100 

oioa  1^0104 

0106 

0107:  0109 

20 

0091 

0093 

0095 

0097 

0099 

oiooi  0102 

0104 

0106 

OIOK 

30 

0090 

OOBQ 
O08S 

0092 

0094 

0096 

0097 

0099!  OIOI 

0103I  0105 

0106 

40 

0087 

0091 

0092 

0094 

0096 

0098 

0100 

oioii  0103 

0105 

50 

0086 

0089 

0091 

0093 

009s 

0096 

0098 

0100  oioa 

0104 

1 

17  0 

0085 

0087 

0088 

OOQO 
0089 

0092 

0093 

0095 

0097 

0099  0100 

01  oa 

1 

10 

0084 

0085 

0087 

0091 

0092 

0094 

0096 

0097;  00991  0101 

20 

0083 

0084 

0086 

0088 

0089 

0088 

0091  0093 

0094 

0096,  0098-  0099 

1 

30 

^ 

0083 

0085 

0086 

OOQO  0091 

0093 

0095  0096;  OC98 

' 

40 

«••«•• 

008a 

0084 

0085 

0087 

0089 

0000 
0089 

009a 

0094  0095 

0097 

50 

•••■•• 

0081 

0083 

0084 

0086 

0087 

0091 

0092,0094 

0096 

18  0 

0080 

0082 

0083 

0085 

0086 

0088 

0090 

0087 

0091 

0093 

0094 

20 

0078 

0079 

0081 

0083 

0084 

0086 

0089 

OOQO'  009a 

008  8 1  0090 

0093 

40 

0076 

0.077 

.0079 

oo8o 

0082 

0083 

0085 

0087 

0001 
0089 

0086 

19  0 

0074 

0075 

0077 

0078 

0080 

0081 

0083 

0084 

0086 

0087 

20 

0071 

0073 

007  s 

0076 

0078 

0079 

0081 

0082 

0084 

0085 

1 

40 

0070 

0072 

0073 

0074 

0076 

0077 

0079 

0080 

0081 

0083 

0084 

f 

30  0 

0068 

0070 

0071 

0073 

0074 

0075 

0077 

0078'  0079 

0081 

008a 

20 

0067 

00681  0069 

0071 

0072 

0073 

0075 

0076;  0077 

0079 

0080 

40 

0065 

0066 

0068 

0069 

0070  0072 

0073 

0074.  0075 

0077 

0078 

|21  0 

0063 

0065 

0066 

0067 

0068  j  0070 

0071 

0072  0074 

0075 

0076 

20 

006a 

0063 

0064 

0065 

0067!  0068 

0069 

0070  0072 

0073 

0074 

' 

40 

0060 

0061 

0063 

0064 

0065 

0066 

0067 

0069  0070 

0071 

007a 

1 

23  0 

0059 

0060 

0061 

0062 

0063 

0065 

0066 

0067  0068 

0069 
006& 

0070 

20 

0057 

0058 

0050 
0058 

0061 

0062  0063 

0064 

0065,  0066 

0069 

40 

0056 

0057 

0059 

0060  0061 

006a 

0064'  0065 

0066 

0067, 

23  0 

0054 

0055  0057 

0058 

0059  0060 

0061 

0062:  0063 

0064 

0065 

20 

0053 

0054. 0055 

0056 

oo57i  0058 

0050 
005S 

0060,  0061 

0063 

0064 

40 

0051 

0053 

0054 

0055 

0056 

0057 

0059 

0060 

0061 

006a 

24  0 

0050 

0051 

0052 

0053 

0054 

0055 

0056 

0057!  0058 

0059 

0060 

1 

1 

20 

0050 

0051 

0052 

0053 

0054 

0055 

0056  0057 

0058 

0059 

'   40 

0049 

0050 

0051 

0052 

0053 

0053 

0054 

0055 

0056 

0057 

25  0 

0047 

0048 

0049 
0048 

0050 

0051 

005a 

0053 

0054  0055 

0056 

20 

0046 

0047 

0040 
0048 

0050 

0051 

0052 

00531  0053 

0054 

40 

004s 

0046 

0047 

0049 

0049 

0050 

0051 

005  a 

0053 

26  0 

0044 

0045 

0046 

0046 

0047 

0048 

004Q 
0048 

0050 

0051 

005a 

20 

0043 

0043 

0044 

0045 

0046 

0047 

0048  0040 
00471  0048 

0050 

40 

0041 

0042 

0043 

0044 

0045 

0046 

0046 

0049 

2T  0 

00401  0041 

0042 

0043 

0044 

0044 

0045 

0046  0047 

0047 

' 

20 

0039!  0040 
0035  0039 

0041 

0042 

004a 

0043 

0044 

0045 

0045 

0046 

40 

1 

0040 

0040 

0041 

004a 

0043 

0043 

0044 

0045 

•28  0 

1 

0037  0038,  0039 

0039 

0040 

0041 

0042 

004a  j  0043 1 

0044 

018 


X7.   LogD. 

For  oorrecting  Lunar  Distances. 


1 

App. 

REDUCED  PARALLAX  AND  REFRACTION  OF    D.                                 1 

.Alt. 

of  >. 

50^ 

5r 

52' 

53' 

51' 

55' 

56' 

5r 

58' 

50' 

CO' 

o      « 

2S    0 

0.0037 

0.0038 

0.0039 

aoojQ 
0.0038 

0.0040 

0.0041 

0.0042 

0.0042 

0.0043 

0.0044 

:?0 

0.0036 

0.0036 

0.0037 

0.0038 

0.0039 

0.0040 

0.0040 

0.0041 

0.0042 

2S   0 

0.0034 

0.0035 

0.0035 

0.0036 

0.0037 

0.0037 

0.0038 

0.0039 

0.0039 

0.0040 

30 

0.0033 

0.0033 

0.0034 

0.0035 

0.0035 

0.0036 

0.0036 

0.0037 

0.0038 

0.0038 

30    0 

0.0031 

0.0032 

0.0032 

0.0033 

0.0034 

0.0034 

0.0035 

0.0035 

0.0036 

0.0037 

30 

0.0030 

0.0030 

0.003 1 

0.0031 

0.0032 

0.0033 

0.0033 

0.0034 

0.0034 

0.0035 

31    0 

0.0028 

0.0029 
0.0028 

00029 
0.0028 

aoo30 
0.0029 

0.0031 

0.002Q 
0.0028 

0.0031 
0.0030 

0.0032 
0.0030 

0.0032 
0.003 1 

0.0033 
0.003  ■ 

0.0033 
0.0032 

30 

0.0027 

0.0032 

32    0 

0.0026 

0.0026 

0.0027 

0.0027 

0.0028 

0.0029 

0.0029 
0.0028 

aoo30 

0.0030 

0.0031 

30 

0.0024 

0.0025 

0.0025 

0.0026 

0.0026 

0.0027 

0.0027 

0.0028 

0.0029 

0.002Q 
0.0028 

33    0 

0.0023 

0.0024 

0.0024 

0.0025 

0.0025 

0.0025 

0.0026 

aoo26 

0.0027 

0.0027 

30 

0.0022 

0.0022 

0.0023 

0.0023 

0.0024 

0.0024 

0.0025 

aoo25 

0.0025 

0.0026 

0.0026 

3ft    0 

0.0021   0.0021 

0.0022 

0.0022 

0.0022 

0.0023 

0.0023 

0.0024 

0.0024 

0.0024 

0.0025 

30 

0.0020 

0.0020 

0.0020 

0.0021 

0.0021 

0.0022 

0.0022 

0.0022 

0.0023 

0.0023 

O.CO23 

33    0 

0.0018 

0.0019 
0.0018 

0.0019 

0.0020 

0.0020 

0.0020 

0.00a  I 

0.0021 

0.0021 

0.0022 

0.0022 

30 

0.0017 

0.0018 

0.0018 

0.0010 
0.00 18 

0.0010 
0.0018 

0.001  Q 
0.00X8 

0.0020 

0.0020 

0.0020 

0.0021 

30    0 

0.0016 

0.0017 

0.0017 

0.0017 

0.0019 

0.0019 
0.0018 

0.0019 
0.00x8 

0.0010 
0.0018 

30 

0.0015 

0.0016 

0.0016 

0.0016 

0.0016 

aoox7 

0.0017 

0.00x7 

3T    0 

0.0014 

0.0014 

0.0015 

0.001 5 

0.0015 

0.0016 

0.0016 

0.0016 

0.0016 

0.0017 

0.0017 

30 

0.0013 

0.0013 

0.0014 

0.0014 

0.0014 

0.0014 

0.0015 

0.0015 

0.0015 

0.001 5 

0.0016 

38    0 

0.0012 

0.0012 

0.0013 

0.0013 

0.0013 

0.0013 

0.0014 

0.0014 

0.0014 

0.0014 

0.0014 

30 

O.OOII 

0.001 1 

0.0012 

0.0012 

0.0012 

0.0012 

0.0012 

0.0013 

0.0013 

0.0013 

0.0013 

30    0 

1         30 

40 

O.OOIO 

O.OOIO 

0.0009 
0.0008 

0.00 1 1 
0.0010 

0.0011 
0.0010 
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Abbrbation ,  of  a  star  m  the  direction  of 
the  obserTer's  motion,  found,  I.,  629; 
annual  aberration  of  a  atar  in  longi- 
tude and  latitude,  found,  680;  in  right 
ascension  and  declination,  688;  Oavsb's 
Ubles,  635;  of  the  sun,  688;  diurnal 
aberration  in  right  aseenBion  and  de- 
clination, found,  688;  Telocity  of  light, 
640;  planeUry,  641;  constant  of,  689; 
effect  upon  the  angular  distance  of  two 
stars,  found.  II.,  466;  offset  upon  the 
position  angle  of  two  stars,  467.  Aber« 
ration  of  lenses,  spherical  and  chro- 
matic, II.,  18. 

Adams,  L,  555,  584. 

Aiar,  I.,  828;  IL,  802.  881. 

AliJade,  II.,  82 ;  ellipticity  of  the  pivot,  47. 

Almucantars,  defined,  I.,  19. 

AUaximuth,  II.,  315. 

Altitude,  defined,  I.,  20;  parallels  of,  I.,  19. 

Altitude  and  azimuth  as  co-ordinates,  I., 
18. 

Altitude  and  aximuth  instrument,  II.,  815; 
azimuths  obserred  with,  819;  zenith 
distances,  826 ;  correction  for  defectire 
illumination,  333. 

Amici.  II.,  449. 

Amplitude,  defined,  I.,  20;  of  a  star, 
found  when  the  star  is  in  the  horizon, 
I.,  38. 

AnasLANDBR,  I.,- 93,  132,  141,  159,  646, 
705,  70<i;  II.,  381. 

Axis  of  the  heavens,  defined,  I.,  21. 

Azimuth,  defined,  I.,  2J;  azimuth  of  a 
star,  found  from  its  declination  and 
hour  angle,  and  the  latitude  of  the 
obsenrer,  31;  found  when  the  star  is 
on  the  six  hour  circle,  86,  when  the 
star  is  at  its  greatest  elongation,  87, 
from  its  zenith  distance,  89. 


Bachb,  I.,  82(,  3(2. 
Baily,  I.,  93,  6>:>. 
BlCHKR,  II.,  104.  / 

Bbbb,  I.,  543. 
Bbrtraxp,  U.,  469. 
Bbssbl,  I.,  85. 87,  92,  98. 96,  97, 
134,  130,  145.  138,  159.  161, 


167,  168,  171,  335.  406.  439, 

461,  507,  512,  556.  574,  675, 

611,  615,  638,  640,  646,  661, 

655,  662,  635,  663,  693,  694, 
702;  II.,  85.  50.  59,61,  143, 

176.  178,  183.  192,  197.  199, 

238,  2-^5,  268,  269,  271,  288. 

294,  206.  206,  801,  802,  804, 

840,  875,  888,  40),  406,  407, 

449,  450,  453,  469,  489,  494. 


181, 182, 
161.  165, 
448,  456, 
578,  606, 
651,  652, 
697,  698, 
144,  171, 
228.  28 1, 
289,  293, 
807,  809, 
414,  432, 


BioT,  I.,  159;  II.,  9. 

Bohnbbbbbobr,  II.,  68,  469. 

BoBD,  L,  824;  IL.  79,  87,  92,  369,  450. 

Borda,  L,  898;  11.,  125. 

BouovjBR,  I.,  186,  138;  II.,  408. 

BowDiTCB,  I.,  158,  180,  269, 276,  806, 807, 

808,  816;  II.,  125. 
Bbadlbt,  I.,  136,  138,  160, 161,  167,  665, 

692,  700,  702,  705,  706;  II.,  489. 
Bruhns,  I.,  186. 
Dbumnow,  II.,  487,  440.  445. 
BURCKHAROT,  I.,  448,  686. 
BvscH,  L,  692,  700,  70L 

Caonoli,  I.,  286. 

Caillbt,  I.,  265,  298. 

CelestiAl  latitude  and  longitude  as  coH>rdi- 
nates,  I.,  24. 

Celestial  sphere,  I.,  17. 

Chronograph,  electro,  I.,  842  et  seq. ;  II., 
86. 

Chronometers,  winding,  II.,  77;  trans- 
porting, 78;  correction  for  temperature, 
79;  comparison  of.  79.  bj  coincident 
beats,  80;  probable  error  of  an  inter- 
polated Talue  of  a  correction,  88.' 

Chronometric  expeditions.  L.  328. 

Circles.  See  graduated  circles,  meridian 
circles,  ftc. 

Circummeridian  altitudes,  I..  285  (see 
time);  more  accurately  reduced,  288; 
of  the  Sun,  Gauss's  method,  244;  limits 
of  the  methods,  251. 

Clark,  II.,  460. 

Clocks,  II.,  84;  clock  correction,  I.,  198, 
II.,  174;  rate,  I.,  198. 

CODDINOTON,  II.,  9. 

COPPIM.  I.,  628;  II.,  296,  297. 

Colures,  defined,  I.,  28. 

Compass,  rariation  of,  I..  429. 

Connaissance  (La)  des  Temps,  I.,  68. 

Constants,  astronomical,  determined  by 
obserTation,  L,  671 ;  constants  of  refrac- 
tion, 671;  of  solar  parallax,  673;  of 
lunar  parallax,  680;  of  aberration,  688, 
689:  of  nuUtion.  698;  of  precession.  701. 

Co-ordinates,  rectangular,  L,  48,  trans- 
formation of,  48;  spherical,  18,  trans- 
foripation  of,  27 ;  differential  Tariations 
of,  50. 

Cusps  in  a  solar  eclipse.  II. .  432. 

Damoisbav,  I.,  574.  575,  686. 
Bavsst,  IL,  126,  127. 
Day,  sidereal,  I..  52,  solar,  53. 
Db'an.  IL,  349,  859. 

Declination,  circles  of,  parallels  of,  de- 
fined. I..  21;  of  a  star,  found  from  its 
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altitude  and  azimuth,  and  the  latitude 
of  the  observer,  -27;  found  from  the 
star's  latitude  and  longitude,  and  tho 
obliquity  of  the  ecliptic,  42 ;  of  the  sun 
at  the  time  of  his  transit  oTer  a  given 
meridian,  71 ;  of  the  moon  or  a  planet 
at  the  time  of  transit  over  a  given  me- 
ridian, 78;  reduction  of,  116;  of  stars, 
found  bj  transits  over  the  prime  ver- 
tical, II.,  271 ;  absolute  declination  of 
the  fixed  star^,  determined,  I.,  665. 

Declination  and  hour  angle  as  oo*ordl- 
nates,  I.,  21. 

Declination  and  right  ascension  as  co- 
ordinates, I.,  22. 

Dblambrb,  I.,  177,  289,  689,  692. 

Db  Langk,  I.,  801. 

Derivatives  of  a  tabulated  function,  I.,  89. 

Dip,  of  the  horizon,  I.,  172,  173;  of  tho 
sea  at  a  given  distance  from  the  ob- 
server, found,  179. 

DOLLOND,  II.,  403. 

Don  ATI,  I.,  126. 

DouwBs,  I.,  315,  816. 

Earth,  figure  and  dimensions  of,  I.,  95; 
compression  of,  96 ;  eccentrioitj  of  the 
meridian,  90 ;  radius  found  for  a  given 
latitude,  90 ;  length  of  normal  termi- 
nating in  the  axis,  found  for  a  given 
latitude — distance  from  the  centre  to 
the  intersection  of  the  normal  with  tho 
axis — radius  of  curvature  of  meridian, 
101 ;  reduction  of  observations  to  the 
centre,  108. 

■Eclipses  of  Jupiter's  satellites,  I.,  889. 

'£clipses,  solary  prediction  for  the  earth 
generally,  I.,  436;  fundamental  equa- 
tions— investigation  of  the  condition  of 
beginning  or  ending  of  a  solar  eclipse 
at  a  given  place  on  the  earth^s  surface, 
439 ;  position  of  the  axis  of  the  shadow, 
found  for  any  given  time,  441 ;  distance 
of  a  given  place  of  observation  from  the 
axis  of  the  shadow  at  a  given  time, 
found,  444 ;  radius  of  the  shadow  found, 
448;  outline  of  moon's  shadow  upon 
the  earth  at  a  given  time,  found,  456; 
rising  and  setting  limits,  466;  curve  of 
maximum  in  the  horizon,  475;  northern 
and  southern  limits,  480;  curve  of 
central  eclipse.  491;  duration  of  total 
or  annular  eclipse,  498 ;  place  where  the 
oentral  eclipse  occurs  at  noon,  found, 
494;  northern  and  southern  limits  of 
total  or  annular  eclipse,  498;  prediction 
for  a  given  place — ^time  of  a  given  phase 
computed,  505;  instant  of  maximum 
obscuration,  and  degree  of  obscuration, 
found,  508;  method  of  the  American 
Ephemeris,  512;  correction  for  reftrac- 
tion,  515;  reduction  to  the  sea  level, 
517;  longitude  of  a  place  found  from 


the  observation  of  a  solar  eclipse,  518; 
longitude  corrected,  621;  observations 
upon  the  sun's  cusps,  II.,  482;  Umar, 
I.,  542.     Bee  Occultations. 

Ecliptic,  defined,  I.,  22;  obliquity  of,  de> 
fined,  28,  found,  669. 

EiLis,  II.,  194,  196. 

Emort,  I.,  889. 

Enokb,  I.,  91,  96,  100,  448,  598,  640;  II., 
469,  475. 

Ephemeris,  American,  French, German,  I., 
68 ;  Pbieob's  method  of  correcting,  858. 

Equation  of  time,  I.,  64,  71 ;  of  equal  al- 
titudes, 200;  personal  equation,  II.,  189. 

Equator,  celestial,  defined,  I.,  21. 

Equatorial  telescope,  II.,  867;  general 
theory  of.  870;  instrumental  declination 
and  hour  angle  of  an  observed  point, 
found,  371;  fiexure,  878;  instrumental 
declination  and  hour  angle,  reduced  to 
the  celestial  declination  and  hour  angle, 
875;  Bcyustment  of,  879. 

Equinoctial,  defined,  I.,  21;  pointa,  de- 
fined, 23;  determined,  666. 

Equinoxes,  defined,  I.,  23. 

Ertbl,  II.,  132,  815,  816,  829. 

Fbrgusox,  I.,  126. 

Fixed  stars,  proper  motion  of,  I.,  620; 
heliocentric  or  annual  parallax  of,  de- 
fined, 643,  found  in  longitude  and 
latitude,  644,  found  in  right  ascension 
and  declination,  645;  mean  and  appa- 
rent places  of,  645. 

Franklin,  Sir  John,  I.,  588. 

Fraumhofbb,  II.,  867,  868. 

Galloway,  I.,  706. 

Gambbt,  II.,  125. 

Gauss,  I.,  81,  84,  199,  244,  246,  282,  286, 

800,  389,  627,  628,  686,  648,  674,  705; 

II.,  28,  66,  148,  469. 
Gay  Lvssac,  I.,  148. 
Geocentric  place,  I.,  108. 
Gerlinq,  I.,  679;  II.,  469. 
GiLLiss,  I.,  852,  680. 
GOBTZB,  II.,  9. 
GouLO,  I.,  842,  844,  846,  350,  680;  II., 

804.  ^ 

Graduated  circles,  II.,  29;  eccentricity  of, 

87,  39;  periodic  functions,  42;  errors 

of  graduation,  51. 

Hadlby,  II.,  92. 

Hallby,  II.,  181. 

Hansbb,  I.,  85,  182,  489.  475,  686 ; 

II.,  W.  144, 171,  174,  218,  216,  219,220, 

ai9,  251,  267.  804,  407,  469. 
Heliometer,  II.,  408;  general  theory  of, 

407;  determination  of  constants  of,  428. 
Hbndbksdh,  L,  686,  706. 
Hbrsobbl,  I.,  698,  694,  708,  706;  II.,  9, 

27,  126. 
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HiPPARCRtTS,  I.,  686. ' 

Horiion,  defined,  I.,  18;  dip  of,  defined, 
172;  dip  found,  178;  distance  of,  at  sea, 
found,  178. 

Hour  angle,  defined,  I.,  21;  numerical 
expression  of,  27 ;  of  a  star,  found  from 
its  altitude  snd  azimuth,  and  the  lati- 
tude of  the  observer,  27;  found  when 
the  star  is  at  its  greatest  elongation,  87 ; 
irhen  the  star  is  on  the  prime  Tertical 
of  a  giyen  place,  87 ;  when  the  star  is 
in  the  horizon,  88;  ft*om  its  zenith  dis- 
tance, 89 ;  found  at  a  given  time,  64. 

Hour  circles,  defined,  I.,  21. 

Hubbard,  I.,  628,  651. 

HULSSB,  I.,  211. 

Interpolation,  simple,  I.,  69;  by  second 
differences,  78 ;  by  differences  of  any 
order,  79;  Bbsskl's  formula,  86;  into 
the  middle,  87;  formula  arranged  ac- 
cording to  the  powers  of  the  fractional 
part  of  the  argument,  89. 

Jahrbuch,  Berliner  Astronomisches,  I.,  68. 

Johnson,  I.,  706. 

Jupiter* 8  satellites,  eclipses  of,  I.,  889. 

Kaiser,  I.,  391. 
Kane,  I.,  588. 
Keith,  I.,  628. 
Kendall,  I.,  852. 
Kepler,  I.,  592,  678. 
Kbssel,  II.,  235,  268. 
Knorrr,  II.,  102. 
Kramp,  I.,  153,  158. 

Lacaillb,  I.,  686,  706. 

Laoranqe,  I.,  148,  593,  506. 

Lalandb,  I.,  98,  428. 

Lambert,  I.,  542. 

Laplace,  I.,  148,  168,  156,  169;  IL,  469. 

Latitude,  celestial — circles  of — parallels 
of,  I.,  24;  geographical,  25;  of  a  star, 
found  from  its  declination  and  right 
ascension,  and  the  obliquity  of  the 
ecliptic,  39;  reduction  of,  for  the  com- 
pression of  the  earth,  97;  distinction 
between  geodetic  and  astronomical,  103 ; 
astronomical  latitude  found  by  meridian 
altitudes,  or  zenith  distances,  223;  by 
a  single  altitude  at  a  given  time,  229; 
by  r^uction  to  the  meridian  when  the 
time  is  given,  233;  by  circummeridian 
altitudes,  235;  by  the  pole  star,  253; 
by  two  altitudes  of  the  same  star,  or 
different  stars,  and  the  elapsed  time 
between  the  observations,  257 ;  by  two 
altitudes  of  the  sun,  266 ;  by  two  equal 
altitudes  of  the  same  star,  or  of  the 
sun,  270;  by  two  altitudes  of  the  same 
or  different  stars,  with  the  difference  of 
their  azimuths,  1277;   by  two  different 


stars  observed  at  the  same  altitude 
when  the  time  is  given,  277:  by  three 
or  more  different  stars  observed  at  the 
same  altitude  when  the  time  is  not 
given,  280;  by  Caqnoli's  formuUe,  286; 
by  the  transits  of  stars  over  vertical 
circles,  298 ;  by  altitudes  near  the  me- 
ridian when  the  time  is  not  known,  296 , 
by  the  rate  of  change  of  altitudes  near 
the  prime  vertical,  808 ;  found  at  sea, 
by  meridian  altitudes,  804;  by  reduc- 
tion to  the  meridian  when  the  time  is 
given — by  two  altitudes  near  the  me- 
ridian when  the  time  is  not  known,  307; 
by  three  altitudes  near  th«  meridian 
when  the  time  is  not  known,  309;  by  a 
single  altitude  at  a  given  time,  810;  by 
the  change  of  altitude  near  the  prime 
vertical — by  the  pole  star,  311 ;  by  two 
altitudes  with  the  elapsed  time,  313; 
Dquwes's  method  of  **  double  altitudes," 
816;  determined  by  a  transit  instru- 
ment in  the  prime  vertical,  II.,  288, 242, 
252, 254, 260. 265 ;  by  Talcott's  method, 
342. 

Least  squares,  method  of.  Appendix,  II., 
469. 

Leoendre,  II.,  469. 

Level,  II.,  70;  value  of  a  division  found — 
radius  of  curvature— effects  of  changes 
of  temperature,  75;  radius  of  curva- 
ture of  different  parts  of  the  tube,  76 ; 
level  constant,  153. 

Le  Verrier,  I.,  578,  601. 

Liaore,  II.,  469. 

Lieusson,  I.,  333;  II.,  79. 

Light,  velocity  of,  I.,  640. 

Lindenau,  I.,  692;  II.,  469. 

LiTTRow,  I.,  800,  802;  IL,  9. 

Lloyd,  II. ,  9. 

Locke,  II.,  89 

Longitude,  celestial,  defined,  I.,  24 ;  of  a 
tar,  found  fVom  its  declination  and 
right  ascension,  and  the  obliquity  of 
the  ecliptic,  89;  terrestrial  longitude, 
found  by  astronomical  observations — 
by  portable  chronometers,  317;  by  ter- 
restrial signals,  387;  by  celestial  sig- 
nals, 339 ;  by  the  electric  telegraph, 
841;  by  moon  culminations,  850;  by 
azimuths  of  the  moon,  or  transits  of  the 
moon  and  a  star  over  the  same  vertical 
circle,  371 ;  by  altitudes  of  the  moon, 
382;  by  lunar  distances,  893;  by  an 
eclipse  of  the  sun,  518 ;  by  occultations, 
550;  terrestrial  longitude  found  at  sea, 
by  chronometers,  420;  by  lunar  dis- 
tances, 422;  by  the  eclipses  of  Jupiter's 
satellites — by  the  moon's  altitude,  423; 
by  the  occultations  of  stars  by  the 
moon,  424;  by  the  observed  contact  of 
the  moon^s  limb  with  the  Umb  of  a 
planet,  578. 
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Lunar  distance,  found  at  a  giTen  time,  I., 

75;  longitude  found  by,  893. 
LvKDABL»  I.»  69a,  701,  706. 
Ltman,  II.,  866. 

Madlbr,  I.,  870,  542,  548,  606,  708,  706. 

Mahlbr,  II.,  807. 

Martins,  II.,  106,  119,  127,  180. 

Matbr,!.,  542;  II.,  145. 

Measurement  of  angles,  XL,  29. 

Meridian,  celestial,  defined,  I.,  19. 

Meridian  circle,  II.,  282;  reduction  to 
the  meridian,  289 ;  obserTation  bj  re- 
flection, 293 ;  flexure,  802 ;  obsenrations 
of  the  declination  of  the  moon,  804; 
declinatfon  of  a  planet,  or  the  sun,  809 ; 
eorrection  of  the  observed  declination 
of  a  planet's  or  the  moon's  limb  for 
spheroidal  figure  and  defective  illumi- 
nation, 810. 

Meridian  line,  defined,  I.,  19;  direction 
found  by  the  meridian  passage  of  a  tftar, 
by  shadows,  429;  by  single  ultitudes  of 
a  star,  480;  by  equal  altitudes  of  a  star, 

\  481;  by  the  angular  distance  of  the 
^  sun  fVom  any  terrestrial  ol]ject«  432;  by 
two  measures  of  the  distance  of  the  sun 
from  a  terrestrial  object,  484;  by  the 
azimuth  of  a  star  at  a  glTon  time,  484; 
by  the  greatest  elongation  of  a  circum- 
polar  star,  484. 

Meridian  mark,  IL,  187. 

Mbrz,  II.,  867. 

Micrometer,  filar,  II.,  59,  891 ;  value  of  a 
revolution,  found,  60,  860;  effect  of 
temperature  upon  the  value  of  a  revolu- 
tion, 68;  position  micrometer,  69;  ring 
micrometer,  436 ;  other  micrometers,  449. 

Microroetric  observations  —  filar  microm- 
eter—distance and  position  angle  of 
two  stars,  found,  II.,  891;  correction 
of  the  observed  position  angle  for  errors 
of  the  equatorial  instrument,  892;  ap- 
parent difference  of  right  ascension  and 
declination  of  two  stars,  found,  897; 
correction  for  refraction,  450;  correc- 
tion for  precession,  nutation,  and  aber- 
ration, 465. 

Microscope,  reading,  11.,  83;  error  of 
runs,  85.  ' 

MiTCHBL,  II.,  87. 

Moon  culminations,  I.i  850.   . 

Morse,  II.,  86,  87. 

Mural  circle,  II.,  282. 

Nadir,  defined,  I.,  19:  point,  11.,  285. 
Nautical  Almanac,  British,  I.,  68. 
Newton,  II.,  92. 
Nicolai,  I.,  864,  627,  685. 
Nonagesimal,  I.,  25. 
Nonius,  II.,  80. 
Noon,  apparent,  menu.  I.,  53. 
.    Nutation,  I.,  624;  in  right  ascension  and 


declination  for  a  given  star  at  a  given 
time,  found,  625;  general  tables  for, 
explained,  626;  constant  of,  624,  696; 
effect  upon  the  position  angle  of  two 
stars,  found,  II.,  467. 

Obliquity  of  the  ecliptic.     See  ecliptia 

Ocoultations,  of  fixed  stars  by  the  moon,  I., 
549;  longitude  found  by,  560,  578;  pre- 
diction for  a  given  place,  557;  limiting 
parallels  of  latitude  found,  561:  of 
planets,  565;  form  of  a  planet's  disc, 
o66;  curve  of  illumination  of  a  planet's 
surface,  found,  569;  of  Jupiter,  575, 
Saturn,  Saturn's  Ring,  Mars,  Venus, 
and  Mercury,  576,  Neptune,  Uranus, 
588;  of  fixed  stars  by  a  planet,  601; 
of  Jupiter's  satellites,  840. 

Olbers,  I.,  107;  II.,  16. 

OLursKN,  I.,  686. 

Ovdemans,  I.,  891,  448,  551,  555. 

Papr,  I.,  601. 

Parallactic  angle,  defined,  I.,  80;  of  a  star 
on  the  prime  vertical  of  a  given  place, 
found,  87;  found  from  a  star's  senith 
distance,  89. 

Parallax,  dtfined,  I.,  104;  found  in  alti- 
tude or  lenith  distance,  the  earth  re- 
garded as  a  sphere,  105;  of  a  star,  in 
zenith  distance  nnd  azimuth,  when  the 
geocentric  zenith  distnnce  and  azimuth 
are  given  and  the  earth  is  regarded  as 
a  spheroid,  107;  of  a  star  in  senith  dis- 
tance and  azimuth,  when  the  apparent 
zenith  distance  and  azimuth  are  given, 
tlie  earth  regarded  as  a  spheroid,  112; 
reduced,  reduction  of,  118;  of  the 
planets  or  the  sun,  118 ;  in  senith  dis- 
tance, for  the  point  in  which  the  normal 
meets  the  earth's  axis,  116;  in  zenith 
distance  for  the  same  point,  when  the 
apparent  zenith  distance  is  given.  118; 
of  a  star  in  right  ascension  and  declina- 
tion when  its  geocentric  right  ascension 
and  declination  are  given,  119;  of  a 
star  in  right  ascension  nnd  d«'clinat]on, 
when  its  observed  right  ascension  and 
declination  are  given,  123;  in  latitude 
and  longitude,  126;  solar,  constant  of, 
678;  of  a  planet,  or  the  sun,  found  by 
meridian  observations.  674;  of  the  sun, 
found  by  extra- meridinn  observations 
of  a  planet,  677;  lunar,  constant  of, 
680:  of  a  fixed  ptar,  found  by  micro- 
metric  measures.  693. 

Pearson.  II.,  9,  450. 

Peircb,  I.,  148,  347,  351,  858,  861,  862, 
866,  369,  578;  II.,  198,  202.  207.  266, 
261,  857,  469,  490. 

Periodic  functions,  II.,  42. 

Personal  equation,  II.,  189;  personal 
scale,  193. 
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Pbtkm,  G.  a.  F.,  I.,  606,  624,  626,  626, 
627,  650,  661,  652,  662,  666,  698,  608, 
699,  701;  XL,  69,  818,  819,  497. 

Pbteksbii,  I.,  266,  601 ;  U.,  440. 

PiACZi,  I.,  94,  702. 

PisTOR,  II.,  106,  119,  127,  180. 

Planets,  oeoulUitions  of,  L,  666. 

Plumb  line,  abnormftl  deTiations  of,  I., 
102. 

Poissoif,  11.,  469. 

Polar  distance,  defined,  I.,  22. 

Portable  transit  instrument  (see  transit 
instrument)  as  a  lenith  telescope,  II., 
866. 

POTTBR,  II.,  9. 

Precession,  luni-solar,  planetary,  I.,  604; 
change  in  the  obliquity  of  the  ecliptic, 
605;  general  precession  in  longitude, 
and  the  position  of  the  mean  ecliptic, 
found,  606;  in  longitude  and  latitude 
of  a  giTcn  star,  from  the  epoch  1800, 
found,  608;  between  any  two  given 
dates,  610;  annual  precession  in  longi- 
tude for  a  given  date,  611;  in  right 
ascension  and  declination,  between  any 
two  giyen  dates,  613;  annual  precession 
in  right  ascension  and  declination,  616; 
position  of  the  pole  of  the  equator  at  a 
given  time,  found,  618;  constant  of,  701 ; 
effect  upon  the  position  angle  of  two 
stars,  found,  II.,  467. 

Prichtbl,  II.,  9. 

Prime  vertical,  defined,  I.,  19. 

Prismatic  circte,  II.,  127. 

Proper  motion  of  the  fixed  stars,  I.,  620; 
reduced  from  one  epoch  to  another, 
621 ;  on  a  great  circle,  623. 

Proportional  logarithms,  I.,  76. 

Puissant,  I.,  217,  260. 

Ramsbbit,  II.,  28,  449. 

Rapbb,  I.,  422,  806;  II.,  104. 

Reduction  of  a  planet*s  place,  I.,  667. 

Reduction  to  the  meridian  for  circum- 
meridian  altitudes,  I.,  285,  288;  for 
meridian  circle  observations,  II.,  289. 

Refraction,  general  laws  of,  I.,  127;  as- 
tronomical 128;  tables  of,  explained, 
180,  169;  formula  investigated,  184; 
differential  equation  of,  186;  Simpson's 
or  BouovBR*8  formula,  Bbadlbt*s, 
138;  first  hypothesis,  186;  second  hy- 
pothesis, 148;  of  a  star  in  right  ascension 
and  declination,  found,  171;  constants 
of,  determined,  671;  effect  in  transit 
observations,  II.,  186. 

Rbqnavlt,  I,  141,  148,  160,  161. 

Repeating  circle,  II.,  119. 

Rbpsold,  II.,  167,  272.  283,  308. 

Bight  ascension,  defined,  I.,  2;);  of  a  star, 
tovLud  from  the  star's  hour  angle,  89, 
from  its  latitude  and  longitude,  and  the 
obliquity  of  the  ecliptic,  42;  of  the  sun 


at  the  time  of  his  transit  OTer  a  giyen 
meridian,  71;  of  the  moon  or  a  plauet 
at  the  time  of  transit  over  a  given  me- 
ridian, 78;  of  the  fixed  stars,  deduced 
from  transits.  II.,  175;  of  the  moon, 
deduced  from  an  observed  transit,  214. 
Determination  of  the  absolute  R.  A.  of 
fixed  stars.  I.,  666. 

Ring  micrometer,  II.,  486;  correction  for 
curvature,  488 ;  correction  for  the  proper 
motion  of  one  of  the  objects,  441; 
radius  of  the  ring,  found,  446 ;  oorreo- 
tion  for  refraction,  461. 

RlTTBNHOVSB,  II.,  66,  187. 

RocHON,  II.,  449. 

RUDBERG,  I.,  143,  160.  - 

RijMKBR,  I.,  98. 

SArroRD,  I.,  512.  * 

Santini,  I.,  94. 

Sawitsch,  II.,  9,  212,  221,  264. 

Saxton,  II.,  87,  91. 

SOHOTT,  I.,  583. 

ScHVMACHBB,  I.,  84,  266,  627,  685;  II., 
180. 

Semidiameters  of  celestial  bodies,  I.,  180; 
augmentation  of,  188;  contraction  of 
the  vertical  semidiameter  of  the  sun  or 
moon,  produced  by  refraction,  found, 
184;  contraction  of  any  inclined  semi- 
diameter,  produced  by  refraction,  186; 
contraction  of  horisontal,  187;  planets' 
mean,  687. 

Sextant,  II.,  92;  a<^ustments,  95,  96; 
index  correction,  by  a  star,  by  the  sun, 
98;  method  of  observation,  99;  altitude 
Arom  artificial  horiion,  101,  from  the 
sea  horison,  108;  equal  altitudes,  104; 
how  to  examine  the  iiolored  glasses, 
106 ;  parallax,  107 ;  errors  of  the  index 
glass,  108 ;  error  of  the  sight  line,  1 12 ; 
eccentricity,  117. 

Simpson,  I.,  188. 

Six  hour  circle,  defined,  I.,  26. 

Solstices,  defined,  I.,  23. 

Spherical  astronomy,  defined,  I.,  18. 

Star  catalogues,  I.,  91. 

Stbinhbil,  II.,  132,  234,  268. 

Struvb,  I.,  93,  324,  326,  328,  829,  381, 
832,  575,  578,  606,  632,  640,  692,  706, 
707;  II.,  84,  167,  192,  262,  272,  276, 
282,  283,  318,  367.  881,  385,  450. 

Sumner's  method  of  finding  a  ship^  place 
at  sea,  I.,  424. 

Sun,  right  ascension  of,  I.,  71 ;  meridian 
senith  distances  of,  228;  mean  motion 
of,  652;  epoch  of  mean  longitude  of, 
663;  motion  in  space,  703;  observations 
upon  the  cusps  in  a  solar  eclipse,  II., 
432. 

Talcott,  I.,  226;  II.,  340,  366,  367;  his 
method  of  finding  the  latitude,  342. 
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Teleseope,  II.,  9;  magnifying  power,  12; 
field  of  view,  14;  brightness  of  images, 
and  intensity  of  their  light,  16;  spher- 
ical and  chromatic  aberration,  18; 
achromatic  eye  pieces,  20;  diagonal 
eye  pieces,  22;  magnifying  power 
measured,  first  method,  22;  second 
method,  23;  third  method,  26;  fourth 
method,  26;  reflecting,  27;  finding,  28; 
zenith,  II.,  840;  equatorial,  867. 

Time,  apparent,  mean,  sidereal,  solar,  L, 
68;  civil,  astronomical,  64;  conversions 
of,  64,  57,  59,  60,  62,  666;  local  mean, 
founU,  65;  equation  of,  64,  71;  local, 
Greenwich,  defined,  66;  Greenwich, 
corresponding  to  a  given  right  ascen- 
sion of  the  moon  on  a  given  day,  found, 
76;  corresponding  to  a  given  lunar 
distance  on  a  given'  day,  found,  77; 
found  by  astronomical  observations, 
193;  by  transits,  196;  by  equal  altitudes 
of  a  star,  196;  by  equal  altitudes  of  the 
sun  before  and  after  noon,  198,  before 
and  after  midnight,  201 ;  correction  for 
small  inequalities  in  the  altitudes,  202; 
probable  error  of  observation  of  equal 
altitudes,  206;  found  by  a  single  alti- 
tude, or  zenith  distance,  206;  mean  of 
times  reduced  to  mean  of  zenith  die- 
tances,  216;  found  by  the  disappear- 
ance of  a  star  behind  a  terrestrial 
object,  217;  true  and  apparent  rising 
or  setting  of  a  star — beginning  and 
ending  of  twilight,  218;  found  at  bba, 
by  a  single  altitude,  219;  by  equal 
altitudes,  220;  found  with  a  portable 
transit  instrnment  in  the  meridian,  II., 
200,  out  of  the  meridian,  216. 

Transit,  I.,  62;  time  of  the  moon's  or  a 
planet's  transit  over  a  given  meridian^ 
found,  72. 

Transit  circle,  II.,  282. 

Transit  instrument,  II.,  131;  method  of 
observation,  138;  general  formuln, 
139;  in  the  meridian,  140;  thread  in- 
tervals, 146;  reduction  to  the  middle 
thread,  140;  reduction  to  the  mean  of 
the  threads,  161;  level  constant,  168; 
inequality  of  pivots,  165;  coUimation 
constant,  160;  azimuth  constant,  169; 
portable,  in  the  meridian,  200;  in  any 
vertical  plane,  209,  adaptation  as  a 
zenith  telescope,  II.,  866. 

Transit  instrument  in  the  prime  vertical ; 
geographical  latitude  determined,  II., 
238,  242,  260,  262, 264,  266;  adjustment 
in  the  prime  vertical,  239;  correction 
for  inclination  of  the  axis,  241 ;  declina- 
tions determined,  271. 


Transits,  of  the  moon,  II.,  176:  of  the  bob 
or  a  planet,  182;  correction  of  the 
transit  when  the  planet's  defective  limb 
has  been  observed,  186;  effect  of  re- 
fraction, 1 86 ;  probable  error  of  observa- 
tion, 194;  of  Jupiter's  satellites  oier 
the  planet's  disc,  and  of  shadows  of  the 
satellites,  I.,  840;  of  Venus  and  Mer 
cury  over  the  sun's  disc,  691. 

Trocohton,  II.,  119,  127. 

Twilight,  time  of  beginning  and  ending, 
1.,  218. 

Twining,  I.,  602. 

Val8,  II.,  25. 
Veqa,  I.,  211. 
Vernier,  II.,  80. 
V£RNiEn,  Peter,  II.,  80. 
Vertical  circles,  lines,  and  planes,  defined, 
L,  19. 

Walkee,  I.,  842,  856,  864;  II.,  898,  402. 

Warnstorff,  I.,  84,  266,  627,  686. 

Weisse,  I.,  93. 

Wichmann,  II.,  436. 

WoLFERs,  I.,  93,  662. 

Wright,  I.,  604. 

WUrdemann,  I.,  344;  II.,  136. 

Year,  length  of,  I.,  662;  fictitious,  651; 
beginning  of  fictitious,  found,  654: 


Zaoh,  I.,  302. 

Zech,  I.,  93,  211,  662. 

Zenith,  defined,  I.,  19. 

Zenith  distance,  defined,  I.,  20;  of  a  star, 
found  from  its  declination  and  hour 
angle,  and  the  latitude  of  the  observer, 
31;  found  when  the  star  is  on  the  six 
hour  circle,  36;  found  when  the  star  is 
at  its  greatest  elongation,  87;  found 
when  the  star  is  on  the  prime  vertical, 
87;  reduction  of  observed  zenith  dis- 
tances to  the  centre  of  the  earth,  189 ; 
change  of,  in  a  given  interval  of  time, 
213 ;  mean  of  the  zenith  distances  re- 
duced to  the  mean  of  the  times,  214; 
of  the  sun,  228  (see  II.,  826). 

Zenith  telescope.  II.,  840;  correction  for 
refraction,  844,  for  level,  for  micro- 
meter, 846;  reduction  to  the  meridian, 
selection  of  stars,  847;  discnssion  of 
the  results,  360 ;  value  of  a  division  of 
the  level,  868 :  value  of  a  revolution  of 
the  micrometer,  3G0;  extra -meridian 
observations  for  latitude,  864. 
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